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i Being  a “chip  of  the  old  block”  he  entered 
heart  and  soul  into  clearing  this  land  and  getting 
‘ it  into  good  shape  for  farming,  and  up  to  the  pres- 
I ent  time  has  put  about  300  acres  under  the  plow, 
j and  has  erected  twenty  dwelling-houses  on  the 

place,  among  which  is  his  own  handsome  residence, 

! a well-finished  two-story  house  in  T shape,  the 
! main  part  of  the  building  being  35x48  feet 

I and  the  annex  being  25x48  feet.  In  addition 

to  this  he  has  a fine  barn  and  a cotton-gin 

and  saw- mill,  the  latter  two  enterprises  giving  em- 
ployment to  about  twelve  men.  The  different 
branches  of  work  on  his  plantation  call  for  the  la- 
bor of  at  least  seventy  people,  and  Mr.  Driver  is 
compelled  to  work  early  and  late  to  attend  to  bis 
big  farm  and  keep  the  wheels  of  fortune  moving. 
In  early  life  his  means  and  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring an  education  were  excellent,  and  after  at- 
tending the  schools  of  Cape  Giirardeau,  Mo.,  he 
entered  the, East  Tennessee  University,  located  at 
Knoxville,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  assidu- 
i ously.  His  wife,  a lady  of  much  cidture  and  re- 
I tinoment,  was  a Miss  Ylatie  Williamson  and  a na- 
I tive  of  Mississippi  County,  her  parents  being  Miss 
J Letha  Hale  and  Mr.  B.  Williamson.  Mrs.  Dri- 
ver is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Winches- 
ter, Tenn. , where  she  received  her  education,  and 
he  is  a Mason,  both  being  members  of  the  Kallo- 
rama  Lodge  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor, 
of  Osceola.  They  have  two  very  interesting  little 
j children,  Harry  Lee  and  Ida  May,  who  add  much 
' happiness  to  their  pleasant  home. 

' Dr.  H.  C.  Dunavaut.  The  professional  minds 
of  physicians  may  be  divided  into  two  separate  and 
I distinct  classes,  aptly  designated  the  perceptive  and 
the  memorative.  To  one  class  belong  those  whose 
medicinal  knowledge  and  perception  depends  upon 
, memory;  to  the  other,  those  who  rely  chiefly 
upon  their  conscious  resources  and  mingle  them 
with  their  own  judgment.  To  tho.se  acquainted 
with  Dr.  Dunavant  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  to 
which  class  he  belongs.  He  was  born  in  Tennessee 
in  1844.  and  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  fourte(*n  childien  born  to  Leonard  and  Mary 
Beaufort  (Reid)  Dunavant.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
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The  father  left  his  native  State  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen and  went  to  Tennessee,  where  he  wais  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  for  many  years.  He 
held  the  position  of  major  in  the  War  of  1812.  and 
during  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  when  one  of  tlie 
soldiers  was  sick.  Maj.  Dunavant  took  his  gun  and 
used  it  with  telling  effect  during  the  remainder  of 
the  engagement.  He  wms  also  in  a number  of 
Indian  tights.  Later  he  went  to  West  Tennessee, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  this 
occupation  continued  until  hi.s  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1809.  The  mother  had  died  previous  to 
this,  in  1850.  The  maternal  grandfather  came  to 
Tennessee,  and  was  the  first  sciiool-teachoi-  in 
Nashville,  where  he  made  his  home  during  life. 
Young  Dunavant  attended  the  conunon  scht)ols  r.f 
Tennessee  until  sixteen  years  of  a.ge.  and  when  the 
war  broke  out  entered  the  Confederate  armv,  en- 
listing in  Company  E.  First  Confederate  Cavalry. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Pans  (Tenu. /, 
Guntow'n  (Miss.),  Perry ville  (Ky.  j.  iMurfrees'noro, 
Chickamauga.  and  was  with  the  army  on  the  re- 
treat through  Georgia.  He  was  with  Gen.  Wheeler 
in  his  celebrated  camp.aigns,  and  also  with  Gen. 
Forrest  at  Gainesville,  Ala.,  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render. After  tlie  close  of  the  conffict  be  attended 
school  two  years,  then  earned  some  money,  and  en- 
tered that  v.'ell-kuown  and  far  famed  institnlion. 
the  University  of  Nashville,  and  gradm.ted  from 
the  medical  department  in  1873.  thoroughly  pre- 
pared to  enter  actively  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
professional  duties.  He  practiced  one  year  with 
his  brother  in  latv.  Dr.  Mitclmll,  and  January  25, 
1874,  selected  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  as  tlm 
scene  of  his  future  labor.  He  located  at  Osceola, 
and  there  he  has  since  remained.  The  Doctor 
travels  all  over  the  county,  and  claims  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  this  section  has  improve'.)  very 
much  since  hi.s  residence  here.  His  career  as  a 
physician  has  long  been  well  and  favorably  known 
to  the  many  who  have  tested  his  healing  ability, 
nrul  atinndant  ])roof  of  bis  practice  at  this  time  is 
seen  in  the  extended  territory  over  whicli  he  gt>es 
to  alleviate  the  suff'ering  of  the  sick.  The  Doctor 
was  married  in  187  4 to  Mrs.  Hattie  Lanier. 
Binford,  a native  of  Kentucky.  She  died  in  ls7s 
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of  yellow  fever,  havif\g  borne  two  children,  Harry 
Binfort,  who  dietl  just  before  his  mother,  aged  three 
years,  and  Julia.  Dr.  Dunavant  was  married  the 
second  time,  in  December,  1879,  to  Mrs.  Bettie  ■ 
4\’heeler,  nee  Pulliam,  a native  of  TeuLiessee, 
and  the  daughter  of  Elijah  Pulliam,  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  who 
died  a short  time  since  at  the  age  of  eighty  tive 
years.  To  the  second  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, Harry  Pulliam  and  Buford  Nelson.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  also  a member  of  the  Medico-Legal 
Society  of  New  Y’ork,  and  a member  of  the  Tri-  . 
State  Medical  Society,  composed  of  the  States  of 
Tennessee.  Mississippi  and  Arkansas.  He  is  quite 
active  politically,  but  is  not  an  office-seeker.  Aside  ■ 
from  his  professional  duties  he  is  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  enterprises,  makes  a complete  success.  Mrs. 
Dunavant  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

George  H.  Evans  (deceased).  For  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century  the  name  that  heads  this 
sketch  was  borne  by  a man  who  was  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  in  more 
ways  than  one.  Honest  and  worthy  in  every  par-  i 
ticular,  his  life  was  one  of  great  industry,  and 
was  spent  in  an  earnest  endeavor  to  do  good  to 
all.  His  father,  Jesse  Evans,  was  a successful  ! 
cotton  planter  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn. , where  he  i 
married  Miss  Levina  Tipton,  a sister  of  Gen. 
Jacob  Tipton,  of  Tennessee.  George  H.  Evans’s 
birth  occurred  in  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  wdiere  he  re- 
mained until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  fin- 
ished his  education  at  Covington,  in  the  same 
State.  Afterward  he  became  deputy  county  clerk 
of  Tipton  County,  and  was  then  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  circuit  clerk,  which  position  he  held  for 
a number  of  years  before  leaving  that  county.  In 
183G  he  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  White,  daugh- 
ter of  William  White,  of  Tipton  County,  Term., 
but  formerly  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  fruits  of 
this  union  were  three  childi-en:  Levina  Tipton, 

now  the  widow  of  J.  W.  Uzzell  [see  sketch  and 
portrait];  J.  Tipton  Evans,  the  only  sou,  who  en- 
listed in  the  late  war,  but  died  before  reaching  the 


g- r- 


field,  and  Edith  E. , married  to  Dr.  St.  Clair,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son.  In  1844,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  who  had  entered  a large  tract  of 
laud  in  Mississipf)i  County,  but  had  not  proven  it 
tip,  George  H.  Evans,  then  a married  man  with  a 
wife  and  three  children,  moved  upon  the  place  un 
til  he  could  prove  up.  after  which  he  returned 
with  them  to  Tipton  County,  Tenn.,  and  there  re- 
sided until  1850.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm 
with  his  family,  and  there  continued  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1807.  He  left  each  of  his 
daughters  1,000  acres  of  land  and  his  widow 
5,000  or  6,000  acres,  only  a few  hundred  acres, 
however,  under  cultivation.  Mrs.  Evans  now  oc- 
cupies one  of  the  most  desirable  places  to  be  found 
in  the  State.  She  has  ten  acres  of  fine  orchard, 
besides  some  seven  acres  surrounding  the  house, 
where  she  has  1,000  ditferent  varieties  of  fruits  ami 
flowers.  She  takes  great  pride  in  her  flo'wers  and 
spends  much  of  her  time  among  them.  She  may 
well  be  proud  of  them,  for  she  has  virtually  made 
the  “wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose,”  as  when  she 
came  there,  in  1850,  all  was  a deep  forest  and  the 
cane-brake  was  twenty  feet  high.  Mrs.  Evans  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  left  that  State  with  her 
parents  when  six  years  old  and  moved  to  Tipton 
County.  Tenn. 

Newton  J.  Evans  is  the  fifth  of  eleven  children 
born  to  his  father  and  mother,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Osceola,  Mississippi  County,  Ark. , in  1849.  The 
occupation  he  is  now  following  was  learned  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  during  this  time,  while  directing 
the  plow,  he  received  some  educational  advantage-. 
In  1871,  he  rented  land,  began  farming  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  four  years  later  commenced 
following  that  occupation  in  Chickasawba  Town- 
ship, his  labors  being  on  rented  land  until  18S8. 
In  1880  he  wedded  Miss  Joe  Lee,  a daughter  of 
an  old  pioneer  resident  of  this  county,  by  the  name 
of  James  Sawyer,  and  from  that  time  up  to  18S8 
he  was  engaged  in  raising  crops  on  land  belonging 
to  his  father-in-law.  At  the  latter  date  he  became 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  .some  of  the  finest  land 
in  this  section,  forty-seven  acres  being  in  a fine 
state  of  cultivation,  and  will  usnally  average  a 
bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  To  Mr.  Evans  and  Ins 
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wifo,  who  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  i 
Episcopal  Church,  have  been  born  the  following 
named  childi-en;  Alice  Dean  and  Minnie,  living;  ; 
and  Maggie,  Charles  N.  and  James,  who  died  in 
infancy.  His  parents,  Newton  and  Amelia  (Bowen)  ' 
Evans,  were  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  and  i 
were  reared  and  married  in  their  native  State. 
They  removed  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  about  1836, 
and  settled  on  land  near  what  is  now  Osceola,  ! 
where  the  father  cleared  about  eighty  acres  of  land, 
and  made  many  other  valuable  improvements.  Af- 
ter selling  this  land  they  purchased  other  property  | 
near  Elmot,  which  they  also  improved,  but  meet- 
ing with  heavy  losses  by  tire,  they  soon  moved  back  | 
to  near  Osceola,  where  Mr.  Evans  passed  from  life  ! 
in  1870.  His  wife's  death  had  occurred  in  1854. 

J.  E.  Felts,  a physician  of  Osceola,  was  born  in  ; 
East  Tennessee,  in  1817,  being  the  third  in  a ] 
family  of  four  children  born  to  Tilman  and  Rebecca  ‘ 
(Ellis)  Felts.  The  father  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  ■ 
and  also  followed  farming.  The  paternal  grand-  ' 
father  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  this 
country  before  its  independence,  serving  seven 
years  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  died  at 
an  old  age  in  Sussex  County,  Va.  Tilman  Felts 
was  a pioneer  settler  of  Kentucky,  locating  in  War- 
ren County,  near  Bowling  Green,  where  he  re- 
mained till  1836,  and  then  removed  lo  Jackson’s 
purchase,  Hickman  County,  making  it  his  home  j 
till  1856.  Then  he  came  to  Arkansas  to  live  with  j 
our  subject.  He  died  in  Alississippi  County,  in 
1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Young  Felts 
spent  his  youth  in  Kentucky,  remaining  at  home 
till  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  Hick- 
man County,  and  began  farming.  In  1839  he 
married  Miss  Eliza  Pickett,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
after  which  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine, 
under  Dr.  J.  A.  Wording,  at  Columbus.  He  stud- 
ied and  practiced  with  this  doctor  for  three  years, 
and  then  began  practicing  for  himself  in  the  same 
place,  where  he  remained  till  1855,  when  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  located  at  Mill  Bayou,  in  this 
county.  Resuming  farming  on  rented  land,  he 
also  followed  the  practice  of  his  profession  till 
1868,  when  he  moved  to  Osceola,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  enjoying  an  extensive  prac- 


tice till  1875,  when  failing  health  caused  him  to 
practically  retire.  Dr.  Felts  has  always  been  active 
in  the  political  affairs  of  Mississippi  County.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  county  judge,  and  served  for 
two  years;  also  acting  as  deputy  clerk  in  1881  and 
deputy  sheriff  from  1883  to  1886.  He  has  seen  I 
many  changes  in  these  years,  auei  has  taken  part 
in  most  of  those  that  promised  to  promote  the  wel-  i 
fare  of  this  section.  He  had  two  sons  who  served 
in  the  Confederate  army:  David  C. , who  was  a 
member  of  Capt.  E.  H.  Fletcher’s  company,  and 
William  T.,  who  was  a member  of  Capt.  Grider's  ' 
company.  David  was  taken  prisoner,  and  died  at 
Nashville  in  1862.  William  served  till  the  close.  j 

To  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Felts,  who  have  been  | 

married  now  nearly  fifty-one  years,  were  born  the 
following  children  ; David  C. , Sarah  Jane  and  ' 
William  T.,  all  deceased;  Martha  C.,  wife  of  H.  M. 
Pope,  residing  at  Nodena;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John 
Pierce,  living  at  Caruthersville;  John  E. . deceased,  i 
and  Daniel  H.,  married,  and  residing  in  Dunklin 
County, Mo.  Dr.  and  Airs.  Felts  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Osceola.  Dr.  Felts  belongs  to 
Osceola  Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F.  & A.  AI. . and  Osce- 
ola Chapter  No.  57.  He  has  held  nearly  all  the 
offices  in  both  lodge  and  chapter.  He  is  enjoying 
the  autumn  days  in  the  declining  years  of  an  active 
and  well-spent  life  among  the  friends  whom  he  has 
served  so  long,  esteemed  and  respected  by  all.  I 

Daniel  Lee  Fergirson  was  born  near  Pulaski, 
Giles  County,  Tenn.,  September  30,  1832.  His 
family  was  an  old  North  Carolina  family  of  Scotch 
origin.  His  father,  Edmond  Ferguson,  moved 
' from  Wilkes  County,  N.  C. , to  Giles  County,  Tenn.. 
in  1824,  where  he  soon  afterward  married  Alary 
Sheron,  who  was  also  of  a North  Carolina  family, 
and  of  English  descent.  They  both  died  in  1840. 
leaving  a family  of  seven  children.  Daniel  Lee 
was  the  fourth  child,  and  onlv  eight  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  died,  and  from  that  early  age  he 
has  fought  his  wav  unaided  through  the  world. 

He  is  a fine  representative  of  the  self-made  men 
' of  our  times.  In  September,  1852,  he  married 
! Alary  T.  Combs,  of  Pulaski,  Tenn.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Combs,  attorney  at  law,  and 
1 granddaughter  of  Capt.  Charles  Buford,  a noted 
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man  of  his  day  and  time.  A month  after  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  moved  to  Tunica  Coun- 
ty, Miss.,  which  at  that  time  was  an  almost  un 
broken  wilderness.  Mr.  Ferguson  there  began  his 
career  as  a cotton  planter,  which  business  he  has 
successfully  followed  ever  since.  In  1-809,  on  ac- 
count of  his  wife’s  failing  health,  he  moved  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  went  into  business  as  a 
cotton  factor  and  commission  merchant,  in  the  firm 
of  Ferguson  & Hampson.  At  the  same  time  he 
kept  up  his  business  as  a cotton  planter.  In  De- 
cember, 1875,  his  wife  died  of  consumption.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  both  of  whom 
died  in  their  early  infancy.  In  January,  1877, 
he  married  again,  his  second  wife  being  Mary 
Alcy  (Carleton),  widow  of  Benjamin  R.  NoitIs. 
Her  ancestiy  on  the  Carleton  side  belonged  to  an 
old  Virginia  family  of  English  descent.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a prominent  physician  of  North  Missis- 
sippi before  the  war.  On  her  mother's  side  she 
is  connected  with  the  Orrs,  Grays  and  Alexan- 
ders, fine  old  Scotch-Irish  families  of  Meck- 
lenburg County,  N.  C. , and  Mississippi.  She  had 
one  child  by  her  first  marriage.  Pearl  Eglantine 
Norris,  who  died  soon  after  her  father,  in  1874. 
One  child  has  blessed  this  second  marriage,  a 
daughter,  Alcyone  Carleton  F erguson,  who  is  now 
a bright  little  girl,  eleven  years  of  age.  In  1877 
Mr.  Ferguson  became  interested  in  the  Nodena 
plantation,  in  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  which  was 
then  in  litigation,  and  when  it  was  sold  by  the 
supreme  court  of  the  State,  in  1879,  he  bought  it 
for  himself  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Hampson.  Imme- 
diately thereafter  he  was  plunged  into  a long  and 
expensive  lawsuit,  which  lasted  nearly  ten  years, 
and  seriously  crippled  him  financially.  But  in  the 
end  he  gained  the  lawsuit,  after  carrying  it  through 
all  the  courts  of  both  Tennessee  and  Arkansas. 
His  family  have  made  Nodena  their  home  since 
1879.  He  found  he  could  not  give  his  business  in 
Memphis  the  attention  it  required,  and  in  1884 
closed  up  his  affairs  there  entirely,  and  concentrat- 
ed all  his  energies  at  Nodena.  He  is  one  of  the 
largest  cotton  planters  on  the  Mississippi  River 
above  Memphis.  A view  of  his  broad  fields,  white 
with  the  open  cotton,  in  the  autumn,  is  a sight 
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w’orthy  of  adnnration.  For  thirty -seven  years  the 
steamers  that  float  on  the  bosom  of  the  mighty 
Mississippi  have  carried  his  cotton  bales  to  the  j 
markets  of  the  world.  His  plantation,  with  the  rich 
alluvial  lands  surrounding  it,  is  interesting  from 
another  point  of  view’  than  its  cotton  fields.  That 
pre-historic  and  once  mighty  race,  •“  The  Mound 
Builders,”  had  an  abiding  place  here,  in  the  cen- 
turies long  gone  by,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  mounds 
they  have  left  behind  them.  Mighty  oaks  crown 
the  summits  of  these  mounds,  and  speak  in  silent 
whispers  of  the  watch  they  have  for  centuries  kept 
over  them.  Races  come  and  go,  and  these  mounds 
still  stand,  the  monuments  of  a forgotten  people. 
Mrs.  Ferguson  is  an  enthusiastic  mound  explonw, 
and  has  quite  a collection  of  the  vessels  and  imple- 
ments of  those  pre-historic  people.  She  hopes  to 
be  able,  through  her  explorations,  to  throw  some 
light  upon  the  habits  and  customs  of  that  early 
race.  It  is  with  regret  that  w’e  leave  Mr.  F ergu- 
son and  his  interesting  plantation,  with  the  mounds 
and  their  buried  histories,  the  cotton  fields  that 
will  help  to  clothe  the  people  of  the  world,  and  the 
majestic  river  as  it  sw’eeps  onward  in  its  resistless 
course  to  the  sea.  Mr.  Ferguson  seems  to  belong 
to  such  surroundings.  A man  of  magnificent  stat- 
ure and  noble  bearing,  in  his  broad  bosom  there 
beats  a heart  that  is  large  enough  to  sympathize 
with  the  sufferings  of  all  humanity.  Not  one 
of  the  human  family  ever  turned  from  his  door 
hungry,  or  cold  from  nakedness.  He  is  always 
ready  to  lend  a listening  ear  to  the  woes  of  the 
afflicted  and  needy,  and  his  purse  is  alw’ays  open  to 
the  wants  of  the  poor.  It  can  truly  be  said  of  him, 

‘‘  He  is  one  of  Nature’s  noblemen.’’ 

Elliot  H.  Fletcher  (deceased)  was  a native  of 
Charlottesville,  Va.,  born  in  the  year  1805,  and 
was  the  fifth  child  born  to  the  second  marriage  of 
Thomas  Clark  and  Susan  ( Jouette)  Fletcher.  These 
families  trace  their  genealogv  back  to  colonial 
times,  and  took  an  active  and  important  part  in 
the  early  history  of  Virginia.  One  of  the  ances- 
tors on  the  mother's  side.  John  Jouette,  is  remein 
bered  for  his  timely  warning  to  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature and  to  Gov.  Jefferson,  of  Gen.  Tarleton’s 
purpose  to  surprise  and  capture  them.  They 
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mado  their  escape,  and  Mr.  Jouette  was  presented 
with  a handsojue  sword.  At  the  present  time  there 
' are  a number  of  prominent  artists  descended  from 
this  family.  Until  fourteen  years  of  age  Elliot  H. 
Fletcher  spent  his  time  in  his  native  State,  attend- 
ed a jn-ivate  school,  and  clerked  in  his  brother's 
store.  At  that  age  he  went  to  Tennessee  to  live 
with  an  elder  brother,  Thomas  H.  Fletcher,  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  lawyers  in  the  annals  of  that 
I State,  and  whose  literary  and  legal  attainments 
I and  achievements  have  often  been  mentioned  in 
the  literature  of  the  Southwest.  There  he  liegan 
j a thorough  course  of  study  under  his  brother's  ad- 
I vice,  and  his  intimate  association  with  this  most 
I eminent  man  of  Tennessee,  who  then  resided  in 
i Nashville,  gave  him  means  of  improvement  which 
supplied  the  lack  of  a regular  collegiate  education. 
When  he  arrived  at  man’s  estate,  he  was  appointed 
aid-de-camp  to  Gen.  William  H.  Carroll.  At  about 
; the  age  of  twenty  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
[ suits  in  Fayetteville,  under  the  tirm  title  of  Fletch- 
er & Carr.  This  firm  did  an  extensive  business, 
and  bought  and  sold  cotton  in  large  quantities.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  he  w'as  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Frances  Hickman,  of  Fayetteville.  This 
lady  was  a great-granddaughter  of  Gen.  Thomas 
Eaton,  of  North  Carolina,  a distinguished  officer 
of  the  Ilevolutionary  War,  who  married  Miss  Anna 
Bland,  the  sister  of  Frances  Bland,  who  was  the 
mother  of  the  celebrated  John  Randolph,  of  Roan- 
oke. Miss  Hickman’s  grandfather  was  Col.  Guil- 
ford Dudley,  who  commanded  a regiment  of  Con- 
tinental troops  under  Washington,  and  w’ho  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a brave  and  gallant  officer. 
About  1830  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  came  to  Crit- 
tenden County,  Ark.,  and  he  held  some  office  in  the 
Real  Estate  Bank  of  Arkansas.  In  1 8-1-0  he  moved 
to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  where  he  bought 
I a small  farm  on  Mill  Bayou,  afterward  known  as 
I Fletcher’s  Landing.  At  that  time  the  immense 
tract  of  country  embraced  within  the  limits  of  Mis- 
' sissippi  County  extended  as  far  w’est  as  the  St. 
P’rancis  River,  and  had  a population  of  about  1*00 

souls.  All  were  living  in  plain  huts,  verv  little 
I • ’ . * 

superior  to  those  of  the  Indians  among  whom  these 
I white  people  resided.  Such  were  the  surround- 
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ings  of  Col.  Elliot  H.  P’leteher  and  his  tine  and 
accomplished  wife.  They  took  up  their  resilience 
in  their  log  cabin  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississip[)i 
River,  and  there  be^jan  a hand-to-hand  strimMe 
for  existence,  against  obstacles  before  which  a less 
brave  and  determined  man  would  have  failed.  For 
many  years  the  encroachments  of  the  “ Father  of 
Waters,"  by  overflow's  and  caving  banks,  luong’nt 
him  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  But  as  time  jiassed  he 
gradually  leveed-in  his  owm  river  front,  and  thus 
having  overcome  his  greatest  enemv,  the  high 
water,  he  extended  and  developed  his  farm  until 
he  found  himself  in  easy  and  independent  circum- 
stances. Col.  Fletcher's  noble  bearing  and  pleasing 
manners,  together  with  his  evident  talent  for  bus- 
iness, soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
the  county,  and  in  1846  he  was  induced  to  become 
a candidate  to  represent  the  county  in  the  legisla- 
ture. He  W'as  elected,  and  served  his  county  and 
State  with  distinguished  ability,  taking  rank  at 
once  with  the  fore.most  men  of  the  State.  He  was 
re-elected  in  184S,  and  again  in  1850,  at  which 
session  he  was  the  chief  member  in  organizing  the 
public  levee  system  of  the  State.  In  the  mean- 
time his  judicious  management  of  his  private  af- 
fairs, and  his  investment  in  lands,  had  made  him 
independent,  financially,  and  although  his  talents 
for  political  employment  were  known  and  recog- 
nized throughout  the  State,  the  fact  of  his  'oeing  a 
devoted  Whig  amounted  to  political  disfranchise- 
ment, for  the  Democratic  party  .then,  as  now, 
reigned  supreme  in  the  State.  Being  a lawyer, 
though  never  having  engaged  in  the  practice,  he 
W’as  urged  to  accept  the  office  of  circuit  judge,  Init 
declined,  although  he  would  have  been  promptly 
elected  had  he  been  willing  to  serve.  His  three 
terms  in  the  legislature  ended  his  political  career, 
though  to  this  day,  among  those  who  still  survive 
and  who  knew  him,  the  mention  of  his  name  will 
start  many  an  old  man  to  speaking  of  his  grandeur 
of  manner  and  appearance,  his  nobility  of  soul, 
and  the  marvelous  magui'tism  about  him.  Col. 
Fletcher  was  an  ardent  sympathizer  with  the 
South,  and  when  the  war  began  he  equipped  a 
company  known  as  “The  Fletcher  Uifles, ” at  his 
own  expense.  This  company  was  commanded  by 
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his  eldest  son,  Elliot  H.  Fletcher,  a youth  scarcely 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  his  only  other  son, 
Thomas,  a mere  bov  of  fifteen,  became  sergeant 

’ • ’ O j 

in  the  company.  This  company  was  attached  to 
the  Third  Confederate  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Marmaduke,  in  Hindman’s  legion,  and  after  I 
the  hardships  of  a campaign,  it  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  in  which  great  battle  Capt.  ! 
Fletcher  and  his  brother  Thomas  were  killed. 
Capt.  Fletcher  was  in  the  act  of  waving  his  sword  | 
and  leading  his  men,  when  he  was  informed  that 
his  brother  had  just  been  killed.  In  another 
moment  he  fell  dead,  pierced  with  a bullet,  and 
both  were  buried  in  the  trenches  opened  for  the 
reception  of  the  dead  heroes  who  wore  the  blue 
and  the  gray. 

Under  the  sod  and  the  dew. 

Waiting  the  judgment  day, 

Tears  and  prayers  for  the  Blue. 

Prayers  and  tears  for  the  Gray. 

After  learning  of  the  death  of  his  boys.  Col. 
Fletcher  was  seized  with  a settled  melancholy,  and 
was  rarely  known  to  smile  or  take  interest  in  pass- 
ing events.  He  was  afterward  visited  by  both 
Federal  and  Confederate  officers,  aud  it  is  but 
simple  justice  to  say  that  the  Federal  officers, 
even  in  the  midst  of  the  war,  treated  him  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  kindness,  especially  those 
on  the  gun-boats.  On  one  occasion  a Federal 
cavalry  command  passed  by  his  house,  and  a young 
officer,  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  stopped  and 
asked  if  he  was  Col.  Fletcher;  on  being  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  the  officer  replied  that  his  name 
was  Fletcher  also.  A little  investigation  proved 
that  he  was  a nephew,  a son  of  his  brother.  After 
a touching  interview  they  bade  each  other  adieu, 
never  to  meet  again.  Such  was  the  respect  in- 
spired by  Col.  Fletcher  that  it  often  happened  that, 
while  Confederate  officers  would  be  in  the  house. 
Federal  gun-boats  would  land,  officers  come  ashore 
and  be  entertained  under  the  Colonel's  roof,  with  : 
the  full  knowledge  that  there  were  Confederate  of-  ' 
fleers  in  another  room.  The  close  of  the  war  found  ' 
him  prostrated  in  mind  and  l)ody,  and  his  fortune 
swept  away,  but  retaining  the  devoted  friendship  ; 
of  every  one  who  knew  him.  His  la^t  days  were  ' 


passed  in  comparative  peace  and  comfort.  It  quite 
often  happened  that  boats  would  land  and  passen- 
gers come  ashore  to  visit  him.  He  died  July  2, 
1867.  A very  beautiful  and  touching  sketch  of  his 
life  and  character  was  written  and  published  by 
Albert  Pike.  His  estimable  wife  survived  him 
many  years  and  died  February  29.  1S84.  They  left 
three  daughters;  Anna,  wife  of  John  W.  Williams, 
now  residing  near  Elmot;  Frances  (or  Fannie), 
unmarried',  and  Susan,  wife  of  H.  M.  McVeigh,  a 
lawyer  of  Osceola  (whose  sketch  may  be  seen  in 
.another  part  of  this  volume).  Col.  Fletcher  pos- 
sessed talents  and  accomplishments  that  would 
have  given  him  a national  and  enduring  reputation, 
had  he  lived  in,  or  near,  any  of  the  great  centers 
of  population.  But  his  isolated  situation  and  the 
fact  of  his  being  a Whig  in  politics,  precluded  him 
from  high  official  positions  or  achieving  a reputa- 
tion much  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
State.  He  was  in  person  tall  and  commanding, 
very  dark  hair,  dark  complexion  and  his  eyes,  deep 
set  behind  heavy  eyebrows,  were  keen  and  pierc- 
ing. His  manners  were  gracious,  deferential  and 
easy,  and  he  had  the  happy  faculty  of  making  t’ne 
poorest  and  humblest  feel  the  dignity  of  being 
men,  and  they  consequently  revered  and  respected 
him.  He  was  the  counselor  and  legal  adviser  of 
all  in  trouble  in  regard  to  the  title  of  their  lauds, 
and  in  early  times  his  house  would  be  thronged 
with  pioneers  and  backwoodsmen,  seeking  legal  ad- 
vice in  this  matter,  and  not  a cent  of  compensation 
would  he  receive.  Fletcher  township,  in  Missis- 
sippi County,  is  the  only  public  memorial  now  re- 
maining of  this  truly  great  and  good  man. 

John  W.  Fonville,  whose  name  is  a synonym 
of  activity  and  enterprise,  was  born  in  Marshall 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1848,  and  is  the  youngest  of  a 
family  of  three  children  born  to  Jury  and  Frances 
(Smith)  Fonville,  of  that  State.  The  father  died 
the  year  after  John  W.  was  born,  aud  the  widowed 
mother  again  m.arried  live  years  afterward,  her 
husband  being  John  J.  Hazlewood,  a well-known 
resident  of  that  .section.  Mr.  Fonville's  edu- 
cational facilities  were  .somewhat  limited  in  hi' 
youth;  he  succeeded,  however,  in  obtaining  a fair 
amount  of  learning  at  the  schools  of  Tennessee. 
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and  was  in  a position  to  cope  with  the  world  when 
starting  in  life  for  himself.  In  1802  the  family 
moved  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  where  the  step- 
father was  engaged  by  Air.  John  ^IcGavock  as 
overseer  for  his  extensive  plantation.  In  this  ca- 
pacity he  remained  two  years,  and  then  moved 
about  five  miles  we.st  of  the  river  to  Shawnee  Vil- 
lage, where  he  purchased  100  acres  of  timber  laud 
and  immediately  began  to  impi'ove  it.  He  cleared 
about  thirty  acres  and  made  a good  farm,  living 
here  until  his  death  in  1873;  he  was  followed  by  his 
wife  in  1877.  John  W.  remained  with  them  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  then  commenced 
farming  for  himself  on  rented  land.  After  three 
years  of  labor,  he  purchased  100  acres  of  wild  land 
on  the  river  near  Shawnee  Village,  and  on  this 
he  made  a great  many  improvements,  and  cleared 
about  forty  acres.  He  then  sold  out  to  good  ad- 
vantage and  bought  100  acres  where  he  now  re- 
sides,  the  land  being  some  of  the  finest  in  that 
section.  Pie  has  cleared  some  100  acres,  and  prom- 
ises to  soon  have  the  entire  lot  under  cultivation, 
which,  with  five  good  dwellings,  an  excellent  barn 
and  all  the  necessary  adjuncts,  will  made  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  Alississippi  County.  Air.  Fon- 
ville  was  married  in  1871,  to  Aliss  Barbara  Simp- 
son of  Georgia,  who  moved  to  this  State  with  her 
parents.  This  lady  died  in  1883,  leaving  tw'o 
children;  Drew  and  Alinnie  O.  In  1883,  he  was 
again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Aliss  Frances 
Smith,  and  this  union  gave  them  one  child,  Lad- 
dus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Air.  Fon- 
ville  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  and 
belongs  to  Pecan  Point  Lodge,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  S.  D.  He  owns  a large  number  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  is  said  to  be  one  of 
the  be.st  judges  of  cattle  in  that  section. 

R.  \V.  Friend.  The  life-record  of  him  whose 
name  here  appears  has  been  one  of  more  than 
usual  interest,  and  his  career  has  been  of  such 
benefit  and  influence  to  the  people,  not  only  of 
Mississippi  County,  but  throughout  tlie  State,  that 
a sketch  of  his  life  will  be  of  more  than  passing 
interest;  which,  though  l>rief,  will  convey  some- 
thing of  an  idea  of  bis  usefulness  in  different 
walks  of  life.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  Pecan 


Point,  one  of  the  largest,  richest  and  also  best-kept 
plantations  along  the  river  from  Alemphis,  Term., 
to  Cairo,  111.,  and  although  he  has  been  the  owner 
of  the  property  only  a few  years  he  has  by  his 
i tact,  skill  and  energy  converted  it  from  almost  a 
I wulderness  into  well  tilled  fields  of  cotton  and 
corn.  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled 
a few  miles  below'  his  present  place  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  where  by  close  economy  and  industry 
he  became  in  a few'  years  the  ow'ner  of  16('  acres 
of  land.  This  land  he  sold  in  1872,  and  purchased 
in  one  body  2,000  acres  of  his  present  estate,  whiclr 
! now  amounts  to  nearly  4,000  acres,  a large  portion 
of  which  is  under  cultivation,  extending  about  a 
mile  along  the  river  and  several  miles  inland.  .All 
; the  land  is  well  fenced  and  laid  off  in  well  culti- 
, vated  fields  of  cotton,  of  which  material  Mr. 
Friend  ships  1,000  bales  annually.  The  village  of 
Pecan  Point,  which  he  founded  and  owns,  consists 
I of  one  store,  one  blacksmith- shop,  one  saw  mill,  a 
i grist-mill,  a cotton-gin,  fotir  churches  (two  of 
which,  the  Alethodist  and  Presbyterian,  are  attend- 
ed by  the  white  residents,  and  the  other  two  by  the 
colored  population)  and  two  schools,  the  white 
; school  having  an  attendance  of  twenty  pupils  and 
the  coloi’ed  school  an  attendance  of  100  pupils. 
There  are  also  about  forty  dwelling  houses,  all  the 
property  of  Air.  Friend,  with  the  exception  of  one 
dw'elling-house,  which  belongs  to  his  son-in  law, 
A.  AI.  King,  who  is  the  able  assistant  and  business 
manager  of  the  mexcantile  establishment  at  Pecan 
Point.  He  is  a gentleman  well  qualified  by  edu- 
cation and  experience  for  the  responsilile  position 
he  is  now  filling.  Air.  Friend's  assistants,  serv 
ants  and  tenantry  comprise  a population  of  nearly 
1,000  people,  and  he  also  ow'ns  a large  estate  of 
rich  bottom-land,  comprising  3,000  acres  in  Phil- 
lips County,  near  Helena,  which  is  under  the  su- 
pervision of  his  brother,  E.  B.  Friend.  Air.  Friend 
is  one  of  the  few  men  in  this  section  who  realizes 
the  importance  of  using  the  best  tools  and  the  la- 
test improved  machinery  on  his  plantation,  and.  as 
one  of  his  men  tersely  puts  it,  He  uses  nothing 
but  the  best,  either  in  tools,  mules  or  niggers." 
and  the  results  have  shown  his  judgment  to  b»> 
sound.  In  personal  appearance  he  is  prepossess 
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ing  and  in  disposition  is  genial  and  liberal,  distrib- 
uting his  wealth  with  an  unstinted  hand  wherever 
it  is  essential  to  the  pleasure  or  welfare  of  himself 
and  family  or  those  around  him,  and  as  a result  he 
commands  the  respect  and  liking  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact.  He  is  a native  of  Missouri, 
having  been  born  near  Jefferson  City  in  1S39,  but 
was  taken  shortly  after  his  birth  by  his  father, 
F.  C.  Friend,  to  Bolivar,  Mo. , where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood; and  here  his  early  scholastic  advantages 
were  enjoyed,  though  only  such  as  the  common 
schools  of  that  day  afforded.  By  his  own  individ- 
ual efforts,  and  at  the  expense  of  diligent  study 
and  hard  practical  experience,  he  has  attained  his 
present  enviable  position.  M’hen  the  war  broke 
out  his  sympathies  were  naturally  with  the  South, 
and  in  1861,  in  company  with  his  two  brothers, 
Edward  and  Daniel,  and  his  father,  he  entered 
the  Confederate  service  under  Sterling  Price,  and 
was  on  active  duty  until  1864,  when  he  was  cap- 
tured at  La  Mine  River,  his  brother  Daniel  being 
killed  a short  time  afterward  on  Price’s  last  raid 
into  Missouri.  Mr.  Friend  was  taken  to  Alton, 
HI.,  where  he  was  held  a prisoner,  being  afterward 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  re- 
sided for  some  time  in  Edwardsville,  111.,  and  af- 
terward went  as  far  north  as  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  at 
which  place  he  made  his  home  for  about  six 
months,  then  returned  to  Missouri.  In  1868  he 
settled  in  Tennessee,  nearly  opposite  where  he 
now  lives,  but  in  1872  came  to  his  present  planta- 
tion, as  above  stated.  His  residence  is  by  far  the 
finest  and  most  substantial  in  the  county,  and  is 
built  in  the  shape  of  a T,  having  a frontage  of  iifty 
feet.  It  is  painted  white,  is  two  stories  in  height, 
with  porches  above  and  below,  and  covers  an  area 
of  5,000  square  feet.  It  commands  a beautiful 
view  of  the  river,  situated  as  it  is  on  a bold  point 
of  land  and  only  100  yards  distant,  and  can  be 
plainly  seen  from  steamers  as  they  round  the  bend 
from  the  north,  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant,  or 
from  Island  No.  36),  many  miles  below.  The  lawn 
surrounding  this  ideal  home  is  several  acres  in  ex- 
tent, and  is  dotted  over  with  lovely  forest  trees  of 
elm,  oak,  cott)mwoud.  sycamore,  pecan,  magnolia, 
etc. ; while  back  of  the  house  is  a fine  apple  or- 


chard, and  near  by  is  the  residence  of  his  son  in- 
law, Mr.  King,  which  is  the  second  best  house  in 
the  county,  covering  an  area  of  4,000  square  feet. 
All  the  buildings  in  the  town  are  painted  white, 
and  present  a lovely  picture  from  the  river.  In 
i860  Mr.  Friend  was  married  near  Bolivar,  Mo., 
to  Miss  Nancy  Payne,  who  died  in  1866,  leaving 
two  children;  Miss  Virginia,  who  is  a graduate 
of  St.  Vincent  Academy,  at  Cape  Girardeau,  iMo. . 
and  is  now  at  home,  and  Emma,  v/ho  was  educated 
in  the  same  school  and  is  now'  the  wife  of  A.  M. 
King,  and  the  mother  of  three  children.  Mr.  Friend 
married  his  present  wife  in  Tennessee,  her  maiden 
name  being  Miss  Melissa  Carr,  of  Shelby  County, 
Tenn. , and  a daughter  of  G.  L.  Carr.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: Miss  Nettie,  just  returned  from  iNIcMinn- 

ville,  Tenn.,  where  she  had  been  attending  school; 
Charley,  a lad’in  his  teens,  whom  Mr.  Friend  ex- 
pects to  give  a thorough  collegiate  education,  and 
Roberta,  a little  girl  at  home.  The  family  attend 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Friend  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  fraternities, 
having  joined  the  latter  organization  in  1866>. 

Edwin  R.  Freeman,  whose  success  as  a farmer 
is  proverbial,  w'as  born  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
in  1831,  and  is  a son  of  James  A.  Freeman,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Tennessee,  and  w’as  known  as  having  built  the 
first  chimney  in  what  is  now  Dyersville.  After 
submitting  to  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  an 
early  settler’s  life,  the  elder  Freeman  moved  to 
Arkansas  in  1849,  but  the  following  year  returned 
to  Tennessee,  where  he  died  in  1850.  On  Sep- 
tember 15,  1851,  Edwin  R.,  in  company  w'ith  his 
brother  James  and  sister  Annie,  moved  to  Missis- 
sippi County,  Ark. , and  settled  in  Chickasawba 
Township,  where  they  bought  and  entered  some 
247  acres  of  unimproved  land.  They  immediately 
began  to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  make  a great  many 
improvements,  and  also  started  in  the  business  of 
raising  hogs.  In  1854,  they  had  a drove  of  350 
hogs,  and  from  that  [lerioil  began  to  farm  and  raise 
stock  on  an  extensive  scale;  they  also  heliied  to 
erect  the  first  corn  mill  put  up  in  this  township. 
In  1857,  Edwin  R.  was  married  to  iMiss  Matilda 
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Hutchinp,  ;i  daughter  of  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Mississippi  County,  but  lost  his  wife  in  1800.  Two 
: children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  Susan  Ann 

j (deceased),  and  Thomas,  who  is  married  and  re- 
I siding  in  this  county.  Mr.  Freeman  conti’acted  a 
second  marriage,  in  ISOl,  with  Miss  Allina  Hutch- 
ins, a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  five  children:  Nixon,  married  and  living  in 
Missouri;  Edwin  R.,  Jr.;  Martha  Jane,  wife  of 
Harry  Springer,  living  in  Missouri;  Charlie  and 
Alice.  In  1S02,  Mr.  Freeman  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the 
Arkansas  River.  He  was  engaged  in  many  sharp 
skirmishes,  but  no  regular  battles,  as  his  duty  was 
principally  scouting,  in  which  he  was  an  adejA. 
He  returned  home  about  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
and  as  the  war  had  stripped  him  of  everything  he 
j)Ossessed,  he  was  compelled  to  begin  life  anew. 
He  commenced  farming,  and  with  the  aid  of  a de- 
termined will  soon  placed  himself  in  an  independ- 
ent position  again,  and  now  owns  about  seventy- 
one  acres  of  fine  land,  all  under  cultivation,  having 

given  his  children  about  as  much  more.  Mr.  Free- 

I 

man  brought  the  first  cotton  seed  that  was  ever 
planted  in  this  county,  and  after  raising  that  plant 
upon  a small  tract  of  land  in  1852,  it  became  a 
nine  days’  wonder  to  the  neighboring  farmers.  In 
I 1859  he  brought  100  bushels  of  cotton  seed  from 
I Tennessee,  and  distributed  it  among  the  farmers 
of  that  vicinity',  and  the  cotton  now  grown  upon 
the  land  averages  a bale  to  the  acre.  Judge 
Daniels,  a brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Freeman,  erected 
the  first  cotton-gin  in  Mississippi  County,  and  his 
brother  James  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Bar- 
field  road  in  1853. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Gabel.  There  are  in  every  com- 
munity some  persons  who,  on  account  of  their  in- 
dustry, and  practical  management  of  the  affairs 
which  fall  to  their  lot.  deserve  special  credit;  and 
such  is  Mrs.  Gabel.  She  is  the  relict  of  C.  C. 

I Gabel,  and  the  daughter  of  David  and  Lucinda 
I (Myers)  Metzger,  the  [larents  being  natives  of  the 
j “Buckeye  State."  About  1838,  they  removed  to 
j Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  settling  al)Out  four  miles 
1 below  Barfield,  and  in  1853,  when  the  State 
I built  the  levee  through  this  county,  Mr.  Metzger 


had  a contract  on  the  work,  which  he  held  until 
the  work  was  finished.  He  then  purchased  ISb 
acres  of  land  in  Hickman  Township,  the  property 
being  in  a wild  state,  and  after  taking  possesr,ion 
he  erected  a building,  cleared  160  acres  of  land, 
and  put  the  property  in  excellent  shape.  To  the 
superior  natural  abilities  possessed  by  IMr.  Metz- 
ger were  added  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  a 
useful  and  well  spent  life;  and  there  was  a geni- 
ality, honesty  of  purpose,  and  broad  hospitality 
about  him  that  attracted  and  fascinated.  His 
death,  which  occurred  in  ISSI.  was  deeply  la- 
mented by'  his  friends  and  neighbors,  whose  hospi- 
tality they  had  partaken  of  times  without  number. 
His  wife  died  in  1868.  Mrs.  Gabel  was  married 
in  1870,  and  has  always  made  her  home  on  the 
farm  where  she  is  now  residing,  which  place  was 
settled  and  cleared  by  her  father.  She  has  two 
children:  Alexander  C.  and  Fannie  E.  Her  broth 
er,  William  Metzger,  the  only'  living  son  of  David 
Metzger,  also  occupies  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, his  home  adjoining  his  sister’s.  He  was 
married,  in  1870,  to  IMiss  Elvira  Branch,  a native 
of  the  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  an  in- 
teresting little  family'  of  three  children:  David, 
Eleanor  Jane  and  John  Noah. 

Charles  H.  Gavlord,  druggist,  owes  his  nativity 
to  Michigan,  having  I'een  born  in  Detroit  in  1838, 
and  of  the  family  of  seven  children  born  to  his 
parents,  Henry  C.  and  Harriet  (Parshall)  Gaylord, 
he  was  the  eldest.  The  father  was  originally  em 
ployed  on  the  lake  steamboats.  He  died  in  1854. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  a resident  of 
Detroit.  Mr.  Gaylord  has  in  his  possession  a com- 
mission given  to  his  great  great  grandfathei  from 
the  British  Government,  appointing  him  lieutenant 
in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars,  dated  1753.  His 
ancestors,  on  the  paternal  side,  were  originally 
from  Connecticut,  and  those  on  the  mother's  side 
were  originally  from  New  York,  anel  trace  their 
descent  back  to  Roger  Williams.  Charles  H.  Gay- 
lord attended  the  public  schools  of  Detroit  until 
sixteen  years  of  age.  and  was  two  years  in  the  tel- 
egraph business,  first  as  messenger-boy,  and  then 
as  copyist.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  pattern- 
maker, which  he  continued  until  he  commenced 
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his  commercial  career,  in  1865.  He  then  came  to 
Osceola,  Ark.,  where  he  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising until  1883,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
the  drug  business,  and  is  at  present  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  well-established  druggists  and  pharma- 
cists in  Osceola.  He  was  mamed  in  1870  to  Miss 
Clara  L.  Miller,  a native  of  Georgia,  and  daughter 
of  Hr.  B.  F.  Miller,  who  moved  to  Missouri,  and 
there  passed  his  last  days.  Mrs.  Gaylord  died  in 
January,  1884,  and  left  one  child,  Charles  H. , Jr. 
Mr.  Gaylord  is  quite  active,  politically,  and  in 
1888  was  elected  county  treasurer,  being  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  that  office.  He  is  also  very 
active  in  educational  matters.  Mr.  Gaylord  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  at  present  is  secretary  of 
Chapter  No.  57.  He  has  held  all  the  offices  in  the 
Blue  Lodge  except  Master.  He  is  also  a member  of 
Hugh  He  Payen  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T.,  of  Lit- 
tle Rock;  is  secretary  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor,  and  reporter  of  the  K.  of  H.  of  Osceola, 
Ark.  Aside  from  his  practical  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Detroit,  Mr.  Gaylord  took  a two- 
years’  course  in  the  literary  department  of  Greg- 
ory’s Commercial  College  of  that  place. 

John  B.  Gilles.  From  the  biography  of  every 
man  there  may  be  gleaned  some  lessons  of  genuine 
worth;  for  here  we  discover  the  secret  of  success 
or  failure.  In  the  history  of  John  B.  Gilles,  one 
of  Mississippi  County’s  active  and  progressive 
planters,  is  found  much  to  commend.  He  was 
born  in  Dyer  County,  Tenn. , in  1854,  being  the 
youngest  of  twelve  children  born  to  William  Allen 
and  Sallie  (Boone)  Gilles,  who  were  also  Tennes- 
seeans, the  former  a farmer  and  blacksmith  by  oc- 
cupation, and  a mail  route  agent.  He  died  in 
1855,  followed  by  his  wife  in  1860.  John  B. 
Gilles  spent  his  youth  on  a farm,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  mother’s  death  removed  to  Woodrutf  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  remained  live  years,  then  went  back 
to  Tennessee.  In  1873  he  returned  to  Arkansas 
and  located  in  Mississippi  County,  in  Chickasawba 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
old  Cook  plantation.  In  1870  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Josephine  Thompson  was  consummated,  and 
he  soon  after  purchased  160  acres  of  wild  land 
four  miles  southeast  of  Blythesville,  which  he  be- 


gan immediately  to  improve,  and  nov/  has  twenty - 
three  acres  under  cultivation;  has  erected  good 
buildings,  and  has  a good  orchard  of  choice  varie- 
ties of  fruits.  Mrs.  Gilles  is  a native  of  Missis- 
sippi County,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  Olliver 
Thompson,  a very  early  resident  of  that  county. 
She  and  Mr.  Gilles  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Carrie  R.,  Samuel  Jones  and  one  un- 
named. 

T.  F.  Glasgow.  There  is  in  the  development  of 
every  successful  life  a principle  which  is  a lesson  to 
to  every  man  following  in  its  footsteps — a lesson 
leading  to  higher  and  more  honorable  position  than 
the  ordinary.  Let  a man  be  industriously  ambi- 
tious, and  honorable  in  his  ambitions,  and  he  will 
rise  whether  having  the  prestige  of  family  or  the 
obscurity  of  poverty.  We  are  led  to  these  reflec- 
I tions  by  a study  of  the  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Mr.  T.  F.  Glasgow,  who  was  born  in  At- 
I lanta,  Ga. , in  1856.  His  father,  A.  J.  Glasgow, 
left  the  State  of  Georgia,  just  prior  to  Gen.  Sher- 
man’s invasion  in  1863,  and  went  to  the  eastern 
part  of  Texas,  near  Mt.  Vernon,  where  he  died 
shortly  afterward,  leaving  his  wife  with  a family  of 
three  children.  T.  F.  Glasgow  w’as  the  eldest  of 
these  children,  and  was  about  eight  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  His  mother 
was  married  again,  and  moved  to  Lake  Coimty, 
j West  Tenn.,  where  she  died  in  1869.  The 
I little  brother  then  died,  and  T.  F.  and  his  sister 
Mina,  were  the  only  ones  left.  At  the  age  of 
! twelve  years  the  former  hired  out,  worked  a year, 

I and  when  in  his  thirteenth  year  took  a farm  on 
shares,  hired  three  boys  and  raised  about  4,(HlO 
I bushels  of  corn.  The  next  year  he  rented  land, 
raising  a crop,  and  this  he  continued  the  following 
year,  making  enough  money  to  send  his  sister  to 
school  at  Memphis.  She  was  married  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Marr,  Jr.,  and  is  now  living  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  Lone  Star  State.  In  1S73 
Mr.  Glasgow  accepted  a position  with  Capt.  Nall, 
who  was  then  running  a steam  ferry  at  Point 
Pleasant,  and  acted  as  pilot  and  collector  until 
in  June,  1874.  He  then  came  to  Mississippi 
; County,  Ark.,  and  engaged  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Will- 
1 iams,  with  whom  he  remained  about  eighteen 
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uiontbs,  after  which  he  took  a trip  to  Texas  to 
visit  his  sister.  He  remained  with  her  about 
eighteen  months,  and  then  received  a letter  from 
Mr.  AVilliams  requesting  him  to  return,  which  he 
did  in  about  1876,  and  remained  with  that  gentle-  ' 
man  as  overseer  until  1882.  One  year  later  he 
rented  about  100  acres  of  land  from  the  above 
mentioned  gentleman,  and  worked  at  agricultural 
pursuits  for  one  year,  after  which  he  went  to  Pecan 
Point,  where  he  worked  for  R.  W.  Friend  until 
July  1,  1884.  In  1886  he  rented  a farm  of  W.  P. 
Hale,  just  west  of  Osceola,  where  he  has  con- 
tinued since,  and  is  now  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
N.  L.  Avery,  under  the  him  name  of  Glasgow 
& Avery.  They  have  over  500  acres  of  cotton, 
and  Mr.  Glasgow-  has  some  of  the  best  crops  in  the 
county,  having  picked  ten  acres  of  cotton  that 
averaged  one  and  a fourth  bales  to  the  acre.  They 
employ  from  forty  to  150  hands,  and  have  about 
100  people  on  the  place  the  principal  part  of  the 
time.  The  hrm  has  recently  bought  825  acres  of 
land  on  Sandy  Bayou,  of  which  they  expect  to  open 
up  100  acres  this  fall.  Mr.  Glasgow  has  onions 
as  large  as  breakfast  plates,  and  has  shipped  400. 
barrels  of  potatoes  from  six  acres  of  land,  leaving 
fully  one-third  of  them  for  the  hands.  He  was 
married  on  the  2Cth  of  May,  1888,  to  Miss  Ger- 
trude Ashburn,  a native  of  Mississippi  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  George  Ashburn  who  came  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark. , with  his  father  when  a 
boy  (1829).  Mr.  Glasgow  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Lodge  No.  27,  Osceola. 

J.  P.  Goodin,  a well-known  and  popular  young 
citizen  of  Golden  Lake,  was  bom  in  Fulton  County, 
Ky.,  in  1866,  and  is  the  elde.st  of  two  children 
born  to  Ephraim  and  Elizabeth  Goodin.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  for  a long  time 
owner  of  the  celebrated  Nowlin  farm  in  that  State, 
and  also  a breeder  of  tine  stock,  his  reputation  for 
thoroughbred  horses  becominir  known  to  turf-troers 
from  Maine  to  California.  He  died  in  1868;  his 
widow  still  sui-vives  him,  and  is  a resident  of 
Dallas,  Texas.  J.  P.  Goodin  was  reared  on  the 
parental  farm  in  Kentucky,  and  upon  reaching  his 
eighteenth  year  removed  to  Tennessee,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Texas,  but 


not  finding  the  advantages  and  prospects  as  bright 
as  he  anticipated,  he  remained  only  a few  mouths 
and  r.etraced  his  steps  northward.  On  reaching 
the  State  of  Arkansas  he  stopped  in  Mississij'pi 
County,  and  finding  the  climate  and  people  suit- 
able to  his  tastes  he  determined  to  locate  at  that 
place,  where  he  immediately  engaged  in  overseeing. 
In  1887  he  bought  a tract  of  160  acres  of  land  on 
Tyronza  Bayou,  w-hich  was  all  wild,  but  he  has 
now  cleared  and  put  four  acres  under  cultivation, 
all  the  result  of  his  own  industry,  besides  acting 
as  foreman  of  the  tramway  for  IMr.  Lee  Wilson. 
His  brother,  J.  E.  Goodin,  is  also  employed  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mississippi  County  certainly  has 
no  more  energetic  and  industrious  young  men  than 
these  two.  They  are  slowly  but  surely  paving  the 
way  to  future  wealth,  and  before  the  hand  of  time 
has  passed  over  many  years,  these  two  brothers 
w-ill  be  among  the  leading  men  of  Mississippi 
County. 

Alexander  Goodrich,  merchant  and  postmaster, 
Osceola.  The  public  services  of  Mr.  Goodrich, 
during  his  residence  in  the  county,  have  been  char- 
acterized by  a noticeable  devotion  to  the  welfare 
of  this  county,  and  his  ability  and  fidelity  in  all 
positions  of  trust  have  made  a lasting  impression 
upon  the  sphere  of  public  duty.  For  many  years 
his  name  has  not  only  been  connected  with  the 
official  affairs  of  the  county,  but  he  has  also  be- 
come prominent  as  a much  esteemed  citizen  and 
a successful  business  man.  His  birth  occurred  in 
White  County,  111.,  November  2,  1868.  and  he 
pursued  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm  ami  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Illinois  until  twenty 
years  of  age.  Afterward  he  worked  in  a saw  mill 
owned  by  his  father,  for  two  years,  and  then,  in 
1862,  abandoned  all  work  to  enlist  in  Company  K. 
Eighty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  United  States 
Army.  He  went  to  Memphis,  Tenu.,  in  May,  1S66. 
was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Grant  at  Vicksburg, 
and  was  there  through  the  siege  of  that  citv.  On 
July  5,  the  day  after  the  surrender  of  that  city. 
Mr.  Goodrich  went  on  the  campaign  to  Jackson. 
Miss.,  and  on  the  fall  of  that  city,  he  returned  to 
Vicksburg,  but  immediately  left  for  Natchez  and 
New  Orleans.  Late  in  September,  I'stul,  he  went 
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on  a campaign  to  Southwest  Louisiana,  and  in 
December  of  the  same  year  was  ordered  to  report 
to  the  adjutant  general  of  Illinois,  being  then 
assigned  to  recruiting  duty.  In  April,  1804,  Mr. 
Goodrich  joined  his  regiment  in  Louisiana,  and  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  marched  to  White 
River,  Ark.  In  January  of  the  following  year,  he 
was  ordered  to  Helena,  Ark.,  where  the  regiment 
remained  until  ordered  home.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  July,  1865.  In  1860  he  returned  to  Helena. 
Ark.,  where  he  remained  two  years  engaged  in  the 
planting  business,  and  then  came  to  Osceola,  where 
he  commenced  mercantile  pursuits.  He  served  the 
city  seven  years  as  its  mayor,  four  years  as  post- 
master, and  represented  Missouri  County  in  the  State 
Republican  conventions  of  1884  and  1888.  He  was 
married  on  the  8th  of  May,  1872,  to  Miss  Marjory 
McDonald  Conway,  of  Scotland,  and  si.v  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  Margaret  L.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years;  Leon  A.,  born  September 
15,  1875;  Mary  E. , born  May  10,  1878;  Abaishai 
D. , born  December  29,  1879;  Charles  C. , born 
August  23, '1882,  and  James  M. , born  June  13, 
1884.  Mr.  Goodrich,  aside  from  his  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise,  carries  a stock  of  furniture,  also 
undertaking  supplies,  and  is  engaged  in  planting, 
also  in  buying  and  shipping  cotton.  He  received 
his  commission  as  postmaster  at  Osceola  about 
May  1,  and  is  now  tilling  that  position  for  the  second 
time.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. , Monroe 
Lodge  No.  2167,  at  Osceola,  and  represented  this 
lodge  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Hot 
Springs,  in  September.  1888.  He  is  at  present 
presiding  officer  of  the  lodge.  He  takes  a decided 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has  held  the 
position  of  director  for  a number  of  terms.  He 
was  the  seventh  of  ten  children  born  to  Abaishai 
and  Margaret  (Smith)  Goodrich,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  a native  of 
Scotland.  The  former  was  a successhrl  tiller  of 
the  soil  in  Illinois,  and  died  in  that  State  in  1865. 
He  was  a descendant  of  William  Goodrich,  who  came 
to  America  in  about  1840,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  of  the  seventh  generation.  The  great- 
grandfather was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  mother  died  in  1871. 


Charles  Goodrich,  jeweler,  of  Osceola,  Ark., 
was  born  in  Carroll  County,  111.,  in  1848,  and  was 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to 
Joseph  and  Louisa  (Derouse)  Goodrich,  natives  of 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  respectively.  The  father 
follows  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  in  Iowa.  Charles  spent  his  youth  in 
Iowa,  till  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  later  going  to  Carroll 
Countv,'  111.,  when  he  soon  engaged  with  a 
jeweler  and  watch-maker  to  learn  that  trade  in 
Galena.  He  remained  at  Galena  four  years,  and 
during  that  time  completed  his  trade;  subsequent- 
ly removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  this  call 
ing  in  various  localities  till  1863.  Returning  to 
Illinois  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Forty- eighth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with 
Sherman,  being  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
McAlister.  He  was  in  the  hospital  at  Savannah,  and 
at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  till  June,  1865:  then  went  to 

Washington  City,  and  participated  in  the  grand 
review,  June  15,  1865,  receiving  his  discharge  at 
Louisville,  Ky. , in  October,  same  year.  Soon  after 
he  again  visited  Iowa,  working  at  his  trade,  and 
shortly  after  went  to  Canada,  where  he  worked  in 
Montreal  for  a time.  He  later  became  located  at 
Chester,  111.,  remaining  there  till  the  fall  of  1868, 
when  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  was  married  at 
Red  Oak  Junction,  in  the  fall  of  1868.  Then  he 
went  to  Missouri,  settling  at  Bethany,  Harrison 
County,  for  two  years;  thence  to  Savanna,  111., 
remaining  till  the  fall  of  1871,  and  then  to  Sedalia. 
Mo.,  for  one  year.  Going  back  to  Chester.  111., 
he  stopped  about  one  year,  and  then  lived  at  Cairo 
for  three  years,  moving  finally  to  Gayoso,  Mo. 
Here  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  One 
year  after  he  became  a citizen  of  New  Madrid,  con 
tinning  there  till  1879.  At  this  time  his  wife 
died.  There  had  been  six  children  born  to  this 
union,  of  whom  three  had  preceded  their  mother 
to  their  heavenly  rest : Maud  died  while  at  school  at 
Bardstown.  Ky. . at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Lester 
died  in  Illinois;  Frederick  died  in  Osceola,  in  188N, 
at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Birtell  died  in  1872  at  about 
three  years  of  age;  Eugene  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen months,  in  1872;  Mabel  died  in  Osceola  at  four 
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V*>ars  of  age,  in  1882. 

1870,  Mr.  Gootlrich 
chine  business  in  Pemiscot  and  New  Madrid 
Counties,  Mo.,  and  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  fol- 
lowing this  business  for  three  years.  In  1881  he 
married  Cornelia  Dowd,  a native  of  Illinois,  soon 
after  which  he  settled  in  Osceola,  w'here  he  has 
continued  in  business  ever  since.  He  commenced 
his  career  here  in  the  sewing  machine  business, 
but  after  a year  started  a jewelry  store,  princi- 
pal! v repairing.  From  year  to  year  he  has  been 
increasing  his  stock  which  is  now  very  complete, 
and  he  enjoys  a good  trade.  He  carries  a stock  of 
about  $3,000,  comprising  jewelry,  watches,  clocks 
and  sewing  machines.  To  his  second  marriage 
three  children  were  born:  Lena,  Lillian  and  Char- 
ley. Mr.  Goodrich  is  a meml.er  of  vSamaritan 
Lodcre,  A.  O.  U.  W. , of  Osceola.  His  hrst  wife 
was  Mattie  E.  Conquest,  a native  of  Indiana, 
and  a daughter  of  Eichard  Conquest,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  quite  a traveler. 
In  the  Civil  War  he  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Second 
Colorado  Cavalry.  He  died  at  Hastings,  Neb.,  in 
1887. 

Laurence  W.  Goshorn,  a successful  and  popu- 
lar farmer  of  Canadian  Township,  is  the  second 
child  of  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  Russell 
B.  and  Kittie  (Ward)  Goshorn.  of  Ohio  and  Ten- 
nessee, respectively,  and  was  born  in  Mississippi 
County,  Ark..  June  17,  1857.  His  grandfather 
was  an  eminent  physician  and  druggist  of  Cincin- 
nati in  the  earlier  days,  and  died  in  1872,  at  the 
mature  age  of  ninety-two  years;  and  his  father, 
Russell  B.,  was  one  of  the  first  physicians  who 
settled  in  Mississippi  County,  having  commenced 
to  practice  medicine  in  Osceola  in  1846,  where  he 
was  very  successful.  The  elder  Goshorn  bought 
considerable  land  in  Chickasawba,  where  he  lived 
for  some  time  and  then  moved  to  the  river  at  Bar- 
field.  From  there  he  went  to  Hale’s  Point,  Tenn., 
and  January  1,  1869,  transferred  his  home  to  Dy. 
ersburg  in  the  same  State.  In  1875  he  returned 
to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  settling  at  Hickman’s 
Bend,  and  from  there  moved  to  Dfissouri,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  He  made  a short  visit  to  Ar- 
kansas again,  and  in  November.  1878,  went  to 


Florida,  where  he  died  at  Live  Oak,  Deceinber  31. 
1881.  Laurence  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  the  year  1874,  and  then  moved  with  his 
uncle,  William  W.  Ward,  to  Mississippi  County, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1881  he  bought 
eightv  acres  of  land,  and  commenced  cultivating  a 
farm.  On  January  8,  1882,  he  was  married  to 
Mi  ss  Mary  Ann  Wetsel,  a granddaughter  of 
“Cedar”  James  Williams,  a celebrated  character 
and  pioneer  of  that  county,  but  in  the  same  year 
Mr.  Goshorn  lost  his  wife.  He  is  principally  en- 
^agred  on  his  farm,  but  is  interested  to  some  ex- 
tent  in  land  and  timber  speculation,  in  which 
direction  he  is  well  known  for  his  shrewdness  and 
good  business  ability.  Mr.  Goshorn  does  not  take 
an  active  part  in  politics,  and  is  independent  in  his 
belief,  preferring  to  see  the  man  who  is  best  fitted 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  country  occupy  the 
presidential  chair  than  to  side  with  any  particular 
party. 

L.  W.  Gosnell.  The  life  and  character  of  this 
I public-spirited  citizen  of  Mississippi  County  will 
bear  a much  more  detailed  history  and  analysis 
than  are  presented  on  this  page.  Though  a young 
man,  he  has  wielded  a remarkable  influence,  and 
to-day  a review  of  his  career  since  locating  here, 
without  a dollar,  rising  to  a position  of  worth  and 
affluence,  demonstrates  him  to  be  an  individual 
above  the  ordinary.  Young  Gosnell  attended 
school  at  Jonesboro.  Tenn.,  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.  always  applying  himself  diligently  to  his 
studies.  After  clerking  twm  years  for  an  uncle  he 
went  to  Middle  Tennessee,  and  wms  occupied  in  work 
on  railroad  construction  for  about  two  years.  In 
March,  1876,  he  concluded  to  seek  his  fortune 
farther  west,  and  came  to  Arkansas,  encraofincr  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Williams,  at  Barfield,  for 
one  year,  after  which  he  settled  in  Chickasawba. 
where  he  was  interested  in  wielding  the  ferule  for 
i about  one  year.  This  occui)ation  not  being  entirely 
suited  to  his  tastes,  he  resumed  clerking,  being  in 
[ the  employ  of  J.  B.  Tisserand,  who  had  estab 
Iished  the  first  permanent  store  in  what  is  now 
Blythesville;  and  after  one  year  spent  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  that  position,  he  was  admitted  as 
a partner,  the  firm  taking  the  name  of  -J.  B.  Tis 
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serand  & Co.  Subsequently  it  was  changed  to  L. 
\V.  Oosnell  & Co.,  under  which  title  it  still  con- 
tinues. This  house  carries  a stock  of  goods  valued 
at  $6,000,  and  every  transaction  being  thoroughly 
honest  and  reliable,  the  members  draw  to  their 
establishment  a large  and  lucrative  custom.  The 
building  in  which  they  are  now  located  was  erect- 
ed in  1876.  They  also  own  extensive  tracts  of 
land  in  the  county,  900  acres  comprising  what  is 
known  as  the  Cook  farm,  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Blythesville,  400  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation. This  place  was  the  home  of  the  old  Ind- 
ian Chief  Chickasawba,  who  had  a hut  on  one 
of  the  mounds  there,  and  where  he  died  many 
years  ago.  Besides  this  tract,  they  have  400  acres 
under  cultivation  in  various  sections,  and  last  year 
they  shipped  970  bales  of  cotton.  The  entire 
amount  of  their  superior  land  aggregates  about 
3,000  acres,  Mr.  Gosnell  owning  a half  interest 
and  also  an  interest  in  another  general  store.  He 
was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Bettie  Hill,  an  esti- 
mable lady,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter 
of  J.  W.  Hill.  They  have  three  children;  Mervin, 
Kate  and  Laura.  The  pleasant  residence  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gosnell  which  was  erected  in  1882,  in 
the  village  of  Blythesville.  is  a home  indeed,  and 
at  once  a monument  and  a reward  of  patient  con- 
tinuance in  well-doing,  hard  toil  and  sober  living. 
Mrs.  Gosnell  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Gosnell  ranks  as  a noticeable  illustration  of 
that  indomitable  push  and  energy  which  charac- 
terize men  of  determination  and  will.  His  success 
is  unusual,  but  due  largely  to  his  excellent  judg- 
ment, and  strict  honesty  and  upright  dealings, 
and  the  proud  position  he  now  occupies  as  a rep- 
resentative citizen  is  a just  tribute  to  his  worth. 

W.  P.  Greene,  a prominent  farmer  of  Missis- 
sippi County,  is  the  lifth  in  a family  of  eleven  chil 
dren  born  to  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Lathrage) 
Greene,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
respectively.  The  father  was  a well-known  and 
extensive  farmer,  who  died  January  15,  1872.  the 
mother  surviving  him  until  the  year  1882.  5Ir. 
Greene  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  the  year  1839,  and 
remained  in  that  State  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seven  years,  when  he  moved  ti)  the  State  of  Mis- 


sissippi,  which  he  made  his  home  until  1882.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Mississipi^i  Infantry,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Fort  Donelson  and  Port  Gibson, 
was  throucrh  the  sie^re  of  Vicksburg,  at  Chickasaw, 
and  in  all  the  battles  through  the  celebrated  cam- 
paign in  Georgia,  with  Johnston  and  later  on  with 
Hood.  He  also  took  part  in  the  battle  at  F rankliu. 
Tenn.,  and  finally  surrendered  in  South  Carolina, 
on  May  6.  1865,  returning  to  his  home  in  Mis- 
sissippi, after  the  war  was  over.  On  December  4, 
1864,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Ray,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  resided  with  his  bride  in  Mississippi 
until  1882.  He  was  engaged  in  government  work 
for  three  years  at  Plum  Point,  and  during’  this 
time  lost  his  wife  and  three  of  their  live  children. 
The  names  of  the  children  are  Charles  Henry  tde- 
ceased),  John  Wesley  (deceased),  Harvey  Calhoun 
(deceased),  IMary  Ella,  wife  of  Mr.  Andrews,  a 
resident  of  Mississippi,  and  Kate  Elizabeth,  who 
makes  her  home  with  the  married  sister.  On  Sep- 
tember 5,  1884,  Mr.  Greene  was  married  a secoivJ 
time,  his  next  wife  being  Mrs.  Bettie  Biales,  a 
widow  lady  of  Alabama,  and  this  union  has  given 
them  one  child,  a boy  named  Walter.  His  present 
home  is  a few  mile.s  south  of  Osceola,  in  Mississippi 
County,  and  during  his  live  years'  residence  in 
Arkansas,  he  has  never  failed  to  make  a good  crop. 
During  the  summer  of  1889,  he  bought  and  entered 
320  acres  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  this  conn 
ty,  intending  to  take  possession  of  it  in  the  hill, 
and  to  improve  it  on  an  extensive  scale.  Mr. 
Greene  has  been  in  the  best  of  health  during  his 
live  years'  stay  in  ^Mississippi  County,  and  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  this  section  and  its  produc- 
tions. In  addition  to  his  farms,  he  owns  a small 
herd  of  very  tine  cattle,  and  a magnilicent  team, 
and  his  present  prosperity  has  sprung  from  almost 
I nothing,  his  first  start  in  life  finding  him  compara- 
i lively  poor.  Mrs.  Greene  has  one  child  by  her 
previous  marriage.  Lee  B.,  and  the  entire  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

I South. 

W.  H.  Grider,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  the  year  1835. 
and,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  trip  to 
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Mompbis,  Teou.,  and  other  river  towus,  he  has 
spent  his  life  within  its  borders.  His  paternal  an- 
cestry can  be  traced  back  to  the  landing  of  the 
Mayflower  on  the  American  coast.  The  first 
maternal  ancestor  of  which  he  has  record  enrolled 
his  name  on  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
His  grand- uncle,  Henry  Orider.of  Kentucky,  repre- 
sented the  Bowling  Green  district  in  Congress  for 
several  terms,  and  while  serving  in  this  capacity 
won  great  distinction  for  his  able  statesmanship; 
he  was  contemporary  with  Clay,  Calhoun,  and  other 
eminent  men.  An  uncle,  Jesse  Grider,  served  in 
the  Confederate  army,  and  for  gallant  service  on 
the  battle  held  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel. 
Frank  Grider,  the  grandfather,  came  to  Arkansas, 
about  the  time  it  was  made  a State,  with  his  family, 
from  Bowling  Green,  Ky. , hrst  to  Tennessee  near 
Moscow,  and  thence  to  Jackson  County.  Ark.  At 
this  time  his  son.  John  H.  Grider,  was  but  eight- 
een years  of  age.  The  latter  married  Miss  Maria 
L.  Morris,  a native  of  that  county,  about  the  year 
1S46.  He  settled  down  to  tilling  the  soil  in  Jack- 
son  County,  but  afterward  moved  to  Phillips 
County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1871,  having  lived  a useful  and  honor- 
able life.  At  this  time  W.  H.  Grider  was  attend- 
ing school  in  Lebanon,  Tenn. . and  graduated 
about  a year  later;  and  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  who  lived  until  1875,  he  made  his  home 
with  his  uncle.  Col.  Jesse  Grider,  of  Crittenden 
County,  w'ith  whom  he  remained  until  the  latter's 
death  some  live  years  later.  During  this  time 
he  was  engaged  in  studying  law  with  the  firm 
of  Adams  & Dixon,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  in 
1880  was  married  to  Miss  Sue  J.  McGavock,  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  refined  and  cultivated 
young  ladies  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark. , she 
being:  a daughter  of  John  Harding  and  Georgia 
(Moore)  McGavock.  The  former  (now  deceased) 
was  a member  of  a family  of  that  name  who  be- 
came illustrious  in  the  annals  of  Virginia,  having 
come  from  Scotland  to  this  country  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Grider  took  charge  of  the  estate  and  at  once  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  more  advanced  farming  and 
stock  raising  interests  the  county,  a position 
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which  he  has  continued  to  occupy  since  that  time.  j 
and  to  what  e.xteut  may  be  inferred  when  the  fact  ' 
is  mentioiu'd  that  he  now  has  1,800  acres  of  land  j 
under  cultivation,  the  most  of  which  was  cleared  ; 
under  his  supervision.  He  rents  out  a large  portion. 

He  also  owns  several  thousand  acres  of  land  heav- 
ily covered  with  timber,  a portion  of  which  he 
manages  each  year  to  bring  under  the  plow,  and 
when  reduced  yielding  at  least  a bale  of  cotton  to 
the  acre.  In  addition  to  conducting  his  plantation 
he  is  also  interested  in  merchandising,  having  a well 
stocked  store,  and  operates  a cotton-gin  and  saw- 
mill, and  in  his  different  occupations  employs  from 
fifty  to  100  men.  His  residence  faces  and  is  about 
one-half  mile  from  the  river.  It  was  built  in  1855 
and  is  a building  54x74  feet,  two  stories  in  height, 
with  a porch  twelve  feet  wide  running  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  house,  and  at  the  time 
of  its  erection  was  considered  a marvel  of  beauty 
and  convenience,  as  all  the  timber  was  hand-sawed 
and  the  work  w'ell  done.  It  was  erected  by  Mr. 
McGavock' s slaves,  of  whom  he  had  a great  many, 
and  each  room  was  finnshed  in  a certain,  distinct 
kind  of  w'ood,  one  being  in  black  walnut,  one  in 
sassafras,  another  in  red  gum,  and  one  in  ash,  each 
room  being  designated  by  these  names.  The  house 
is  approached  by  a handsome  undulating  lawn. 
200  yards  in  extent,  over  which  are  scattered  some 
magnificent  forest  oaks,  elms,  walnut,  maple  and 
box  elder  trees,  that  are  thoroughly  appreciated 
by  the  faiuily.  They  have  also  a handsome  tlower 
garden  near  the  house,  and  ornamental  shrubbery 
assists  in  making  their  home  all  that  the  heart  of 
man  could  desire,  or  that  a refined  and  educated 
taste  could  wish.  With  a wife  whose  womanly 
graces  and  virtues  are  well  known,  and  his  two 
bright  little  daughters.  Georgie  and  Josephine,  Mr. 
Grider  is  happy  and  contented.  He  is  assisted  on 
his  plantation  by  C.  L.  5Ioore,  who  is  the  maternal 
uncle  of  Mrs.  Grider.  He  is  a gentleman  of  fine 
attainments,  being  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
i\Iississippi,  and  ever  since  the  war  has  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Mi>.sissippi  County, 
in  which  he  has  filled  many  offices  of  public  tru>t. 
such  as  county  and  probate  judge.  He  is  at 
present  [mstmaster  of  Sans  Souci,  the  name  of 
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Mr.  Grider's  plautatiou.  During  the  war  he  did 
good  service  for  the  Confederacy. 

William  P.  Hale.  It  cannot  be  expected,  in  a 
work  of  this  kind,  where  but  brief  biographical 
sketches  of  prominent  citizens  of  the  county  are 
presented,  that  a lengthy  laudatory  article  should 
be  written  of  each  one,  and  yet  at  times  there  are 
met  with  some  who  have  been  so  intimately  and 
closely  identitied  with  the  county,  and  whose 
names  are  so  familiar  to  all.  that  it  is  only  just  to 
dwell  upon  wRat  they  have  done,  and  the  intiuence 
of  their  career  on  others,  not  as  empty  words  of 
praise,  but  the  plain  statement  of  a still  plainer 
truth.  Mr.  Hale  was  born  in  Maury  County, 
Tenn. , on  the  30th  of  July,  1839,  and  is  the  fourth 
in  a family  of  eleven  children  born  to  Bird  S.  and 
Martha  Ann  (Dyer)  Hale.  The  father  died  in  his 
fortieth  year,  and  left  this  large  family  of  small 
children.  In  1855.  three  years  after  his  death, 
Mrs.  Hale,  being  desirous  of  keeping  the  family 
together,  came  to  Mississippi  County,  and  settled  in 
Osceola,  on  the  20th  of  November.  Directly  upon 
their  anaval  William  P.  Hale  began  gathering  corn, 
and  the  next  year  rented  fifty -four  acres,  on  which 
he  raised  a large  crop.  From  this  time  on,  until 
reaching  his  majority,  he  continued  to  farm  on 
rented  land,  and  succeeded  in  keeping  the  family  to- 
i gether.  When  tAventy-one  years  of  age  (1800)  he 
selected  Miss  Orleau  J.  McKinney  as  his  wife.  Her 
father.  Judge  L.  H.  McKinney,  is  an  old  settler  of 
this  county,  and  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hale  bought  100  acres  of 
land,  but  the  war  breaking  out  about  this  time, 
agricultural  pursuits  were  almost  wholly  suspend- 
ed, although  they  farmed  enough  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  family.  In  1800  Mr.  Hale  l)Ought 
I 100  acres  for  $5,000,  with  twenty-live  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  here  he  lived  for  nine  years.  He 
had  built  a number  of  cabins,  an  ice- house,  and 
soon  a cotton-gin.  which  brought  him  in  a large 
income,  in  addition  to  his  own  crops.  He  also 
cleared  up  all  his  farm,  which  is  now  wholly  under 
cultivation.  In  1870  he  erected  a store  building 
in  Osceola,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and 
thus  continued  in  that  pla.ce  until  1879,  when  he 
I sold  the  goods  and  has  since  rented  the  store. 


In  '1875  he  erected  a line  residence  in  Osceola, 
at  a cost  of  $4,000,  and  it  is  still  one  of  the 
best  residences  in  the  town.  One  year  later  Mr. 
Hale,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  F.  B.. 
bought  a large  tract  of  land  of  1,200  acres,  250  of 
which  were  cleared.  The  brother  moved  upon  this 
place,  and  in  four  years  time  he  had  cleared  up  a 
large  tract,  all  of  which  was  yielding  extensive  and 
profitable  crops.  During  eight  years  of  this  farm 
ing  they  made  enough  to  pay  for  the  entire  plan- 
tation, and,  in  1884,  Mr.  Hale  bought  his  brother’s 
interest  for  $13,000,  all  of  which  w as  made  on  the 
place.  He  has  since  added  000  acres,  making  his 
plantation  now  about  1,700  acres,  and  he  has  in 
this  tract  nearly  l,0OO  acres  under  cultivation. 
This  extensive  place  is  located  two  and  a half 
miles  above  Osceola,  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  Mississippi  County.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
other  tracts,  in  all  of  w'hich  he  has  about  1,150 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  manages  all  the  land 
himself,  and  estimates  that  it  brings  him  in  an  in- 
come of  at  least  $12  |)er  acre  net.  In  1872  he 
leased  a building  in  Osceola,  which  he  converted 
into  a steam  gin,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease 
bought  the  property,  and  soon  built  a large  and 
good  gin.  This  was  destroyed  by  tire  two  years 
later,  and,  as  Mr.  Hale  had  bought  a large  tract 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  on  uhich  there  was 
a large  gin,  he  did  not  rebuild.  From  this  tract 
he  has  sold  most  of  the  lots  on  which  the  upper 
part  of  Osceola  is  built.  He  has  erected  at  least 
ten  buildings  in  the  town,  and  has  been  active  in 
contributing  to  its  prosperity.  Since  living  in 
, town  Mr.  Hale  has  always  been  an  active  man  in 
* the  affairs  that  promised  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  locality.  He  has  held  the  office  of  alderman, 
and  served  several  times  as  school  director.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  fifteen  children  (six  of 
whom  are  living):  Bland  William,  married  5Iiss 

Tee  Driver,  and  lives  in  Tennessee;  Martha  E..  died 
in  infancy;  Edward  J.,  married  Miss  Carrie  Bost- 
wick.  and  resides  on  his  father’s  farm;  Ida  Maud, 
w'ifeof  S.  51.  Jackson,  of  Dyersburg,  Tenn.  ; .James 
H.,  at  present  attending  school;  Maggie  Lee.  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Franklin  Biial,  died  in 
infancy;  Harry  Joplin,  aged  seven  years;  Beulah 
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i Orlena,  five  years;  Walter  P. , died  at  the  age  of 
i three  moaths,  and  four  died  unnamed.  The  fam- 

I ily  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Chmch.  Mr.  Hale 

! is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  Chapter  and 

' Commandery.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of 

H.  of  Osceola. 

i Hon.  J.  P.  K.  Hale,  a prominent  merchant  of 
I Osceola,  owes  his  nativity  to  Maury  County,  Tenn., 
where  he  was  born  in  1842,  being  the  sixth 
! of  eleven  children  of  Bird  S.  and  Martha  Ann 
! (Byer)  Hale.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of 

■ Tennessee,  but  were  of  Virginia  stock.  The  father 

I was  a farmer  and  trader,  and  was  well  known  in 

that  section.  He  died  April  17,  1852,  leaving  a 

I family  of  eleven  children,  eight  girls  and  three 
boys.  Three  years  after  his  death,  on  November 
5,  1855,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Hale  started  for  Missis- 
sippi County,  Ark. , and  arrived  at  Osceola  Novem- 
! ber  21,  of  that  year.  Since  that  lime  Mrs.  Hale 
has  died,  and,  also,  one  of  the  children.  The  fam- 
ily have  made  this  county  their  home  ever  since, 
j and  the  sons  have  worked  very  hard  to  keep  the 
family  together.  Hon.  J K.  P.  Hale  was  reared 
to  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  day,  and  in  1863  began  farming  on 
his  own  responsibility.  In  1874  he  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  ex-officio  clerk  of  the 
'■  county,  probate  and  common  pleas  courts,  and  re- 
corder of  Mississippi  County.  On  January  31, 
i 1889,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature  to  hi] 

' the  unexpired  term  of  J.  O.  Blackwood  (deceased), 
and  has  served  one  session.  He  also  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years.  In  1870  Mr. 
Hale,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  W.  P.  Hale, 

' opened  a general  store  in  Osceola,  but  the  former 
sold  out  to  his  partner  after  a short  time,  and  re- 
I turned  to  the  duties  of  the  farm.  In  1882  he 
I opened  a grocery  store,  and  in  1889  a drygoods 
I store,  and  is  conductingr  both  establishments  at  this 
time.  He  chose  for  his  life's  companion  Miss  Ma- 
lissa  A.  Tucker,  who  Ijecame  his  wife  in  1862. 
She  died  August  14,  1880.  On  March  21,  1881, 
he  married  his  present  wife,  who  was  originally 
^ Miss  Mary  E.  Pollard,  of  Posey  County,  Ind.  ' 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union;  Lillian  ' 
, Bird,  born  May  12,  1882;  Mary  Pollard,  born  IMay  , 
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27,  1884,  and  Helen,  who  was  born  Februarv  2'.*, 
1888,  and  died  March  21  of  the  same  year.  Mr. 
Hale  is  a member  of  Osceola  Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F. 

& A.  M. , and  Osceola  Chapter  No.  57,  now  being 
treasurer  of  the  Lodge,  and  H.  P.  of  the  Chapter. 

He  has  occupied  every  station  in  lodge,  chapter 
and  commandery,  and  has  served  as  district  deputy 
grand  master  for  the  Second  district  of  Arkansas, 
and  for  the  Western  district  of  Tennessee.  He  j 
has  the  name  of  being  one  of  the  brightest  IMasons 
in  the  State.  He  is  also  the  moderator  of  the  Os- 
ceola Baptist  Association,  and  clerk  of  the  church 
at  Osceola.  Mr.  Hale  and  most  of  the  family  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  and  assisting  in  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town  of  Osceola.  j 

Franklin  Bird  Hale,  another  prominent  farmer  ; 
of  Osceola,  whose  time  thus  far  has  been  spent  in  ! 
furthering  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county, 
is  a native  of  Maury  County,  Tenn.,  born  January  | 
1,  1851,  and  is  the  tenth  in  a family  of  eleven 
childi-en  born  to  Bird  S.  and  Martha  Ann  (Dyer)  ; 

Hale  [see  sketch  of  J.  K.  P.  Hale).  Franldin  j 
Bird  Hale's  experiences  have  been  in  the  direction 
of  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  this  calling  he 
has  met  with  the  results  due  a lifetime  of  active 
energy.  He  began  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nine 
teen,  by  renting  land,  and  after  one  crop  moved 
to  Pope  County,  where  he  remained  nearly  a year. 
There  he  met  and  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Wells,  a 
native  of  this  State.  Her  father  came  to  Arkansas 
about  1855,  where  he  accumulated  considerable 
property,  but  lost  most  of  it  dming  the  war.  He 
died  about  June,  18  <4.  Mr.  Hale  then  returned 
to  Osceola,  where  he  clerked  for  his  brother, 

P.  Hale,  in  a general  store,  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  a general  store  for  himself, 
continuing  this  about  one  year.  In  connection 
with  his  brother.  W.  P. , he  Irought  a tract  of  land 
known  as  the  \\  itherspoou  farm,  consisting  of 
1,200  acres,  190  acres  of  which  were  cleared.  Thev 
have  since  opened  400  acres  of  this.  In  the  vear 
1884  ilr.  Hale  sold  hi.-,  interest  to  his  brother  fui 
•810.000,  and  then  bought  a tract  of  eighty  acre-^ 
adjoining  the  town,  and  some  town  lots.  Thi.- 
tract  is  under  cultivation.  Mr-.  Hale  has  purchased 
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a tine  residence  in  town,  and  has  now  one  of  the 
naost  pleasant  places  in  Osceola.  He  has  also  bought 
a tract  of  forty  acres,  one- half  of  which  is  under 
cultivation,  and  in  1880  he  bought  another  forty- 
acres  tract,  all  under  cultivation.  He  has  also  one- 
foui’th  interest  in  eighty  acres  of  wild  laud.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Osceola  Blue  Lodge  No.  2 / ; is  a 
member  of  Osceola  Chapter  No.  57,  and  also 
of  the  Hugh  De  Payen  Commandery  No.  1, 
K.  T.,  at  Little  Rock.  He  is  Past  Master  of  the 
Blue  Lodge,  and  is  Principal  Sojouruer  in  the 
Chapter.  He  has  served  as  school  director  for  a 
number  of  years.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  INlrs. 
Hale  were  born  eight  children  (four  now  living): 
James  L.  (attending  school  at  Altus,  Ark.  ),  Charles 
Franklin  (deceased),  Elizabeth  Pearl  (deceased), 
Emma  Wells  (died  in  May,  18S8),  Grace  (died  in 
March,  1882),  Willie  P. , Pearl  and  Charles.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Hale  is  active  in  all  matters  that  promise  to  con- 
tribute to  the  good  of  this  section.  ' He  is  improv- 
ing the  grade  of  his  stock;  has  some  fine  breed- 
ing animals,  horses  and  cattle,  and  has  quite  a 
number  of  thoroughbred  Chester  hogs.  The 
beautiful  residence  and  lawn  of  Mr.  Hale  are 
ornaments  to  the  town,  and  the  tine  farm,  under 
a hi<zh  state  of  cultivation,  is  onlv  another  exam- 
pie  of  the  enterprise  of  this  prominent  family. 

A.  L.  Harden.  There  is  in  the  development 
of  every  successful  life  a principle  which  is  a lesson 
to  each  mao  following  in  its  footsteps;  for  let  one 
be  industriously  ambitious,  and  honorable  in  his  am- 
bitions, and  he  will  rise,  whether  having  the  prestige 
of  family  and  wealth  or  the  obscurity  of  poverty. 
We  are  led  to  these  rellections  in  looking  over  the 
life  of  Mr.  Harden,  who  has  attained  his  present 
enviable  position  as  a leading  agriculturist  of  Mis- 
sissippi County,  Ark.,  by  indomitable  energy  and 
pluck.  He  was  larni  in  Florida  in  1838,  being  the 
second  of  three  children  born  to  William  and  Mar- 
tha Harden,  and  is  of  German  descent,  as  both  his 
father  and  grandfather.  John  Harden,  were  born 
in  Germany,  the  latter  of  whom  became  an  exten- 
sive farmer  of  Georgia.  A.  L.  Harden  was  reared 
on  a farm  in  Tennessee,  and  received  no  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  youth,  but  in  iMKi  l)t'gan 


farming  for  himself,  and  at  once  identified  himself 
with  the  more  advanced  agricultural  and  stock 
raising  interests  of  this  community,  a position  he  i 
has  continued  to  occupy  since  that  time.  Although 
his  first  efforts  for  himself  were  on  rented  land, 
since  coming  to  Mississippi  County,  in  1859, 
he  has  prospered.  In  1874  he  purchased  a small 
farm  of  forty  acres  on  the  river  at  Daniel’s  Point, 
but  at  the  end  of  one  year  came  to  Chickasawba  , 
Township,  and  bought  a timber  tract  of  100  acres, 
and  w’hile  clearing  his  land  farmed  on  rented  ground. 

At  the  present  time  he  has  200  acres  in  all  — seventy 
acres  under  cultivation,  with  forty  more  soon  to  be 
put  under  the  plow,  and  his  land  will  readily 
yield  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He  also  runs  a 
dry-goods  store  on  his  farm.  He  has  built  three 
dwelling  houses  on  his  place,  and  has  set  out  a i 
large  orchard  of  choice  varieties  of  fruit;  also  ' 
owning  a house  and  lot  in  Blythesville.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rebecca  M’ilson,  a native  of  Alabama, 
was  consummated  November  5.  1866.  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children;  Martha, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Millidge 
F.,  Arthur  A.,  Malinda  A.  and  Robert. 

R.  G.  Hardin.  For  a period  now  closely  ap- 
proaching a quarter  of  a century,  this  highly  hon- 
ored resident  of  Chickasawba  Township  has  been 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Mississippi  County, 
his  settlement  here  dating  from  about  1865.  He 
came  to  Osceola,  Ark.,  by  boat,  in  1861,  and  in  July 
of  the  same  year  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  proved  a gallant  soldier  during 
the  Rebellion.  He  ttecame  first  lieutenant  in  Capt. 
Charles  Bowen’s  company,  and  with  him  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Port  Hudson,  Champion's 
Hill  and  others.  After  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Capt. 

^ Bowen  resigned  his  position,  and  ^Ir.  Hardin  was 
chosen  captain,  and  in  this  capacity  served  in  and 
, around  Yicksburg  and  was  also  at  Jackson.  Alioul 
this  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of 
Company  E,  Ninth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was 
in  all  the  battles  of  th.e  Georgia  campaign,  but 
, at  Gadsden,  Ala..  <^n  account  of  ill  health,  he 
was  compelled  to  resign  Ids  position  aiul  return  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.  His  youthful  days,  up 
i to  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years,  were  spent  at 
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Rome,  in  which  place  he  ac(juired  a fair  knowledge 
j of  the  common  branches,  and  he  then  engaged  in 
j flatboatiug,  continuing  this  occupation  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  after  which  he  acted  as  pilot  for 
! some  time.  After  his  return  to  Arkansas  in  Sep- 
j tember,  1864,  he  opened  a boot  and  shoe  store  in 
i Osceola,  which  he  conducted  with  fair  success 
I nearly  ten  years,  then  purchasing  a farm  on  Pemis- 
cot Bayou,  but  three  years  later  removed  to  his 
I present  farm,  which  is  situated  one  mile  northwest 
! of  Blythesville  and  embraces  a tract  of  eighty 
I acres,  thirty-hve  being  then  under  cultivation.  He 
j has  made  all  the  improvements,  such  as  building 
I fences,  setting  out  orchards,  etc.,  and  his  land  is 
capable  of  yielding  one  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre, 
j He  also  raises  some  stock.  On  the  28th  of  Febru- 
i ary,  1864,  he  was  married  to  Miss  P.  A.  Trout,  a 

j native  of  Indiana,  and  by  her  has  had  the  following 
children:  Nora,  who  died  September  5,  1888;  Ida, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Ara,  Nina,  Lou,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  four  years;  Samuel  T. , Emma  (deceased), 
Robert  G.,  John,  who  diedat  the  age  of  two  years; 
Herman,  and  Olga.  Mr.  Hardin  is  a member  of 
Chickasawba  Lodge  No.  134,  F.  & A.  M. , and 
was  a charter  member  of  Osceola  Lodge,  and  in 
company  with  Dr.  Fearing  and  Capt.  Bennett 
j went  to  Jonesboro  for  examination  to  secure  the 
dispensation.  He  was  afterward  Master  of  the 
latter  lodge  for  a number  of  years,  which  position 
he  has  also  tilled  in  the  Chickasaw'ba  Lodge  for  a 
long  period.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  is  now  serving  as  school  di- 
rector. He  was  the  fourth  of  hve  children  born 
to  Mark  and  Laviua  (Lamb)  Hardin,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  Indiana,  respectively;  the 
j former  was  a trader  by  occupation,  and  ran  a pro- 
I duce  boat  on  the  river.  He  died  in  1837,  and  his 

I 

I wife  in  1851. 

[ G.  \V.  Harrington.  Ever  since  locating  in 
j Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  Mr.  Harrington  has  en- 
joyed the  reputation  of  being  a substantial  and 
I progressive  farmer,  and  has  also  been  considered 
I an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted  man  on  all 
the  current  topics  of  the  day.  His  father,  L.  R. 
Harrington,  is  a Tennesseean,  and  is  now  living  in 
that  State  in  retirement,  although  he  had  pre- 


viously followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Brunetta  Binkley,  also 
a native  of  the  State,  who  gave  birth  to  our  subject 
in  1836,  he  being  the  eldest  of  their  four  children. 
She  died  in  1873.  G.  4V.  Harrington  was  reared 
to  a farm  life  in  his  native  State,  and  it  was  here 
that  he  received  his  early  scholastic  training,  it 
being  only  such  as  the  common  schools  of  his  day 
afforded.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  be- 
gan farming  for  himself,  and  as  it  was  an  occupa- 
tion with  which  he  had  always  been  familiar,  his 
success  w’as  an  assured  fact.  In  1857  he  emigrated 
to  Arkansas,  and  for  ten  years  farmed  on  rented 
land  near  where  he  now  lives,  but  purchased,  in 
1865,  a farm  in  North  Chickasawba  Township, 
amounting  to  eighty  acres,  partially  improved, 
and  on  this  fertile  farm  he  has  made  many  more 
improvements,  and  has  it  nearly  all  mnder  cultiva- 
tion. At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army.  Company  H,  Fifteenth 
Tennessee  Regiment,  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Belmont,  Shiloh,  Perry ville  and  Murfreesboro; 
and  after  the  last  named  battle,  he  returned  to 
Arkansas,  and  was  married  at  the  close  of  the  war 
to  Miss  Mary  Crawford,  of  Mississippi  County,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren; Lydia,  Ida,  Lizzie,  Nannie,  Larkin,  Charles, 
Samuel,  George  and  Jefferson.  Mr.  Harrington 
is  quite  an  active  politician,  and  a public-spirited 
citizen.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Alexander  Harris,  a native-born  son  of  Mis- 
sissippi Coimty,  Ark.,  has  become  one  of  its  most 
j enterprising  and  reliable  citizens,  and,  although 
young  in  years,  he  is  yet  old  in  experience,  and  has 
done  much  in  a quiet,  unassuming  way  to  promote 
the  advancement  of  its  interests.  His  birth  oc- 
i curred  on  Crooked  Lake  in  1855,  he  being  the 
second  in  a family  of  four  children,  and  the  son 
of  John  C.  and  Martha  (Ford)  Harris,  who  were 
Pennsylvanians  by  birth,  and  were  there  reared 
and  married.  After  moving  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Harris  engaged  in  patteni  making,  and  shortly 
after  bejran  running;  a trailing  boat  on  the  Ohio 
i and  Mississippi  Rivers;  and  while  on  one  of  his 
I trips  down  the  latter  river,  he  learned  of  the  ex- 
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ceeding  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Arkansas,  and  here 
determined  to  “pitch  his  tent,’’  which  he  accord- 
ingly did  in  the  year  1850,  settling  on  a tract 
of  wild  land  on  the  shores  of  Crooked  Lake  in 
Mississippi  County.  After  living  on  this  property 
long  enough  to  clear  100  acres  of  land  and  make  a 
pleasant  home,  he  sold  out  and  made  a new  settle- 
ment in  the  vicinity,  on  which  he  made  valuable 
and  extensive  improvements,  and  resided  until  his 
death  in  1870;  he  is  still  survived  by  his  widow, 
who  resides  in  the  Blue  Grass  State.  Like  most 
of  the  youth  of  that  vicinity,  Alexander,  as  he  grew 
up,  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  farming,  but 
received  very  meager  advantages  for  acquiring  an 
education.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  went 
to  Kentucky  with  his  mother,  but  at  the  end  of 
one  year  returned  to  Mississippi  County,  and  in 
1877  made  his  first  crop  on  rented  land,  after 
which  he  began  clerking  in  a store  for  Mr.  Robin- 
son. In  1885  he  purchased  a tract  of  land,  forty 
acres  in  extent,  partially  improved,  and  now  has 
seventeen  acres  under  cultivation;  and,  besides 
this,  only  a short  time  ago  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  more.  Since  1885  he  has  been  clerking  in 
Blythesville,  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  L. 
M.  Grassell  & Co.,  but  still  looks  after  his  farm  to 
some  extent,  devoting  the  most  of  it  to  stock  rais- 
ing, which  enterprise  has  received  the  best  part  of 
his  attention  for  some  time.  In  188G,  he  erected 
a pleasant  and  substantial  dwelling-house  in  the 
village  of  Blythesville,  in  which  he  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Iona  Lynch,  and  whom 
he  married  in  1885,  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Harris 
is  a daughter  of  Josiah  Lynch,  an  old  settler  of 
this  section,  and  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Harris  is  a member  of  Chick- 
asawba  Lodge  No.  134,  of  the  F.  & A..  M.,  and 
is  a representative  young  man  of  his  township. 
He  is  energetic  and  enterprising,  frugal  in  his 
tastes,  and  is  expecting  to  reduce  many  acres  of 
his  farm  to  cultivation  in  the  near  future,  and  we 
can  safely  predict  for  him  a bright  and  prosperous 
future. 

Dr.  William  K.  Harrison.  It  is  an  histoiical 
fact  that  the  first  English  immigrants  to  Virginia 
were  a superior  race,  with  enlarged  views  of  gov- 


ernment, liberty  and  law,  who  sought  out  homes 
in  obedience  to  impulse  prompted  by  lofty  ambi- 
tion, and  sincere  desire  to  benefit  their  race.  From 
these  ancestors  sprang  men  in  great  numbers,  who 
subsequently  became  promiTient  in  ditferent  locali- 
ties. The  Harrisons  are  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Virginia.  Dr.  William  K.  Harrison  is 
a native  of  Crockett  County,  Tenn. , born  in  I84b, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  Harrison  and  the  grand- 
son of  William  Harrison,  who  was  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  who  was  left  fatherless  when  a small 
boy.  William,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  married  Miss  Ann  Cattles,  daughter  of 
Robert  Cattles,  who,  when  a boy  and  while  cross- 
ing the  ocean,  was  shipwrecked.  His  father  and 
mother  were  lost,  but  his  sister  and  himself  were 
saved,  and  bound  out  when  very  young.  The  peo- 
ple with  whom  he  lived  spelled  his  name  Cattle, 
but  he  thought  the  name  w’as  originallv  Catlet. 
Dr.  Harrison  was  reared  to  agricultural  purs  nils 
in  West  Tennessee,  and  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  subscription  schools  of  that  State 
afforded.  Later  he  studied  medicine  and  gradu- 
ated at  the  University  of  Medicine  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  in  the  class  of  1874.  The  same  year  he  came 
to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  on  French- 
man’s Bayou,  where  he  built  iq-)  a good  practice, 
and  his  reputation  is  surpassed  by  none  in  the 
county.  The  Doctor  adds  his  evidence  that  Ar- 
kansas is  as  healthy  as  any  State  in  the  Union,  and 
that  if  the  people  lived  as  they  do  anywhere  else, 
instead  of  subsisting,  for  the  most  part,  on  bacon 
and  cornbread,  with  black  coffee  and  whisk v.  and 
paying  no  attention  to  cleanliness,  they  would  en- 
joy as  good  health  as  in  any  other  State.  The 
Doctor  is  a man  of  ample  business  experience,  full 
of  enterprise  and  of  safe  judgment.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  about  1,800  acres  of  land  in  this  coun- 
ty, of  which  he  has  about  1,000  acres  under  culti- 
vation, 700  of  which  he  has  placed  under  the  plow 
himself.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns  about  2,000 
acres  in  Greene  County  near  Paragould.  On  his 
Alississippi  County  farm  he  keeps  about  FIO  peo 
pie.  Dr.  Harrison  was  married,  in  1876,  to  Miss 
Ella  Davies,  a lady  [)Ossessed  of  many  estimable 
(pialities  of  mind  and  heart,  anil  the  daughter  of 


‘lO  fr?U?7clR 


oir, 


Wjyll.'l) 

33  dI 

{>i<r 

'3j  iiiiiiu'ja 

. ' m. 

ij'.  ' ^4  IwJtjii.i' •■ 

..1 

[ii.jifti 

•.•>(33-.;n. 

Am  ,n 

<i7d  >''t 

li'.'li  'i  • T’'J 

t } 

•f'll' 

■X'<- 

IT' 

| )D  11 

;#»<iTS 

1 

■ try  ’ 

4i/-  ■■  . ' •■' 

■ I 

- i-  ; 

■Mrt 

■'ViOli  7^ 

:Ii:'.v.'i  ' 

'■■•'*  1 i,i  n : '.  - 1 " 

fl 

•l'•.H.''• 

•.it 

V.ti. 

■.if|. 

-wii  1 1 :>. 

. 

1 '•  iDl.  Ul.l'J 

M ; . 

■u:l\  •)• 

d,Y 

•'■yii 

'1  ; 1 ' . 

•i  /-i  '.A  r/fKi'J: // 

, / 1 

■.ly'tli! 

V'' 

Y -v- 

1 

A (I'l  I.I  . . T 'I  . f ' 

i t’v4  ' 

•V  I'l 

' 3 la  iivi^nn  n 

-ii.U’T  '_  < 

■'  1 1 •>;/•.  /!' . .1 ; './il  I 

m Jill 

II  1' 

II  '1 

If  . 

M : <ia 

-7f7  • 

•'  3l.lilit  K f'ffi'  ■ •'■■ 

l')( 

n;f| 

if  i 

K<  J j 1 *♦• 

lii/ltl 

(ii.Jv/  •A'y.'T'.d  (a1 

• •'  ' 

ijd 

i . 1 ' ' 

. 'jflfn*  uf{:  lo  i'i.iJ»*i 

.tfliJlil-' 

■// 

f<H.( 

'■  i -.1'  '■  ■ ' n,\i.  : 5 .>n'1rtP’ 

twjH  (I'd  ..  jiiJw  ,*'ii  t'  ,,  -‘i'tJK'j 
i v)?’.  ,i  :i‘ ■•■■v.  1 n.'f  -:ra  effi  :2!if 

■ '/  iHiii  ' ■’■A  .fi.il',1'  '■  n^-  f!  vifJjOiii 

. i;  fi'T  (>it'  ."  "3 

'"'jii')  ' ii'M  -"li  !.-*(!  ■■;•.  ftji.ui  AiliT  ‘JlJ 

-Ih.  .'  V Ii  - Jinj 

> Id  M' *!,<■;.;  ‘ ' ’I'l'A'M  f-  rv  .'f'-ii"  d-»T^  "vd 

JLhi!o!{.C  ■ l'«  ii'.i/M  ■I  )'?  I i»ljjt  r .•?.>)//  fU 

" t'- ;U.  ‘ ' 

’•<■33  tns'yii--  ' '>;)<■*'  »3(  'i'jwji.  IfiVioTlil 

. *:i.i  . ii.  '(■  •:'  <1.!.  'lo 

I 3- .Vi  a ■?#>)* ff)  ^ui-J  • < . Y/J 

iJ Av  ■’<  l-V  ■:  •>.:-  , i!'v/  ■;^‘'-  rfoL>  '73 

,•  ■- M-.j.j’ii*  ^3  «>«  !■  i|'3  iljij'l  “(.■  ■■'i :nf''33  s' t'.nor 

If!'  ;?f  '-jHi'C  3.!  -'i  iMiilfii’iS'.-i;  al  l oi.iii 

A I.  •-]  ^ jii  d-i  . /^iJfH303 

'■  •-•  .1  ’.*i7  -'iv  -^.i  'd.-.tH  .fiis-Nj!,  Vfiilfi'^d  afi  Ht  Hf!««-ka:)( 

.♦•'■•.f'l  f ( '.»  ..'t:  ■ •ii  • ■■■f'  \i  !;,fU 

r:.)-j3'a'  ;■■)  „••-  *.I!  '■•.f!  'll*}  ,'UI"  ’ *'lrtc  |i> 

(n,  , ./Jsi  ii!  ')  j,..il,  I.  ''ll'..  A •.!  Il.l'f  t*‘in 

It;.  h'.'-iM-;,  , ,¥?•,  , jJ  iioii  I V'.. 

I'.fT  /v't'-  ’ tilo  .'It;  in  S8  ffilfiitt:  i -•  '^,oi 

" ) ,«  0 litfj.jYt)  afirtfirnHi  •-•:■.]  u«  Vi  on»’Ct.  )•■  fit  ’’■oH'jod 
-■•<n  't  '-H  . jD-'fiyii'.;  •-  It'  'tci Uj io 
• »'  • >Hii.  ■ rti  fiflel  io  rtti'jB  OU*’',!  JiiixJii  3«  T'in/to  wdi 
-mp'  ^‘ihasi  S9T>B  t'fOtM  r.ni'{  mi  d3t47^5«i 

hD.ij  *33i:i  -isd  (-*tJ  iJaiii/r  lo 

' * •'<(»;  --inw')  .-'J'f  oi  £io:SifcbE  lii  ..•l■M^J■lll 

v-i.’  -.At  jf't  ‘/I'm  ■tlf./aoL* <d  ijf  «Btr/8 

i-'j  ||/!I  ♦.'I'M.'a  aotD'd  tJ  ■'a;jFO-7’i»1|‘'jv-.tia«ni5 

'd  .'jj  •■iiJ  it'iMrn-ji'N  ,iU  .‘tii.j, 

’•itJjsir!!.;  <••  /itDUf  3fi  L>*fe.t  .(Lei  I.  r-llvi 

3tt  ‘ts!!  i ' ,he4if  fniji  Iiarru  3(>  SAti^rfKi  iJ 


MUYif  j’^ii " 'Bt-'-./i f ' A d ' •D’il  1>i  <3 

‘111  iiiiidw  ”.i  1-'  • t4  ii'iinityn'd'iL 

33  ■■tji’  ^lHl3f»<  d '3,tt'V  ufl  lii  InI.’  7.J!  ' 3 
lii  v,lr„i  l.'-.iftt  V.  ■ ■iod«-»dJ  Jiv  Ii’i-iS  -irr  Vt 
Mtil  fjt’  <3fi 

« ViliiTt  Intlrtf  Vi  fH’K  7?!  »i  i ittl 

‘ilti  ir  .v*f7  ft  '%/siVf  f .I'l  fi't'  III  ■<  '»tl  Oi'HtL'  I.  i»‘<lq 
.{ i;7t  *4  4'  rdi”  I • ' ‘9/A^  a* 

\m'  li:<.  I irlAM'ii  baa  ,-'i)n'>ia'j .'ontfwi  «Yt«  vim* 

.yt  . ' I.  a!,!  m)  i>97iY’jxta  i,'i.'  ■•’  •>/{  ;<^ryi  iJi 

WBTfj  diri!3  Mllf 

-i-i-Mh  .ytiiijSK'?  ^wrH"  iituc  ( yfiJ 
il'  l .'.•,/). /iX'JifT  o3  I'l'tv  " • iiJ  f»lO 

i:s  ;;l•ti/^k'p-A^^  70l  ii  ‘;^f:i.!a'7hf3  l,nvhf*m 

ifi  'tJr  f»<i' 111  ijiStl'  ''i;d  VifiA  -mfe® 

1v  f>3"  <••;  -■>  tit<f  3<»i.3;>m  «i4  rfii*a'  <4 

m JjUsi'  7/3l»l>!j  d"  l''.mio3oY  3«©7  rirto 

'•'Ttf/f  , fwJuw'f  tUA  i.juf'J  -J  -vfl  fiii{  *L‘i)XU  3?C*;! 

-■•i-.i'0>l  tli  3twt 

(,.1-oi  io' lor.-it  a oB8I  jaot 

aait  /-'Oil  btia  Lti<-  /{in!|3(ft<{  .■ 

eRih*'ff»4  JvG  'Tirf'iiu 

vij'4/i.  rtoasd'riiiq  (mI  emil  iT  id?  t:  %lu^ 

fli  ]juiKiw!’->  . -1  .ivA?  .oto</T''*0‘i'>a 

.1  V‘  ' ‘.'frttaxftaj  ydi  <iti  .ftli 

oi  (K  ."a!3  gjlc*  il  SiiiH  3^>d  . /•-.)  % 

{V3  ji  ?0  ■t"Uii3  /j4i  Ofifibe 

If)  ?i«<5  tf.viii  'Xili  h/iY.'  >j'ff  i‘ftil  ' -I’.j: 
fjoJov/t  dii  .''>iff.<;£sCi  ina'il  -ii'dVi  k:*1  aid 

¥*f?l  ftr  ‘»>3«tit3  I''-  Uii  fm«  <;  a 

.■sliv/  feifi  f)fl«  «4  ■'  d ■. i. fft ■ '{lU  ''  '.  5_Uiv 

mod  33  fina  /l  >0nJ  r-'.' >1  ff  f/  9n;jE'>  nebif.ia  'mV 
.t^'ar/xl  y t '>-’b  .''•'  ''^1  m b-j.’n  - ’ i <*4 
Su  -i-iilltM.  "iM  • I»l  lo  ' « 93 

«ii4  lo  ’itiiliut/uT  Jfi'.iJBfs’O'i?  (3  I'f  bfff  siiii' 

■3i''ii^’  s 30 r.  et  - I ■.  >::i_  . tl/.  .dim/xlD  'ailrjaff 
I)ii;j  ,,U  ,/.  A I ad'Mi'NJ 

.ffjd-tii'/t'fir  nicl  lo  «.'»in  taotto'^-  ft  3i.lflJat?»siqan  n '■.t 
aid  rt;  .affisitYiiVjluy  t:ia  r.iiy^iwny . ai  aH 

lo  ay'3''r  Yrt><fa  rt-Yfih-'t  <.4  ‘9j  F>oa  ,ao<»wii  . 

•rv  .vnaJitI  adJ  ni 

.-.«ii!-.3iOt)'J'3J  boa  ts  fWd  tr-h^^t-izq  ^o/lua. 

■ ' ■ .y.iffJw! 

' r)^>iv >;>'}& /I ■■  hi  .ti  I - '«jrf  .i<l 

aiuijjAtV  (>l  f.‘oin:u.m33^^ -d  tl!>,..4l  ie’i<<  yd?  vff!  '.oal 
• vas  *|d  a'W‘'/3  IvvTjYBfrta  d 'fifir  .#•'3^1  -.i • oTt-vt 


^^SSISSIPPI  COUNTY. 


511 


Dr.  J.  F.  Davies.  AVhen  a boy  tlie  latter  came 
with  his  father,  J.  F.  Davies,  who  was  also  a doc- 
tor, and  a native  of  Virginia,  to  ifississippi  Coun- 
ty, A.rk.  Prior  to  this  and  while  living  in  Greene 
^ County,  Ark.,  Dr.  Davies,  Jr.,  was  elected  to  rep- 
resent his  district  in  the  State  senate.  After  com- 
, ing  to  Mississippi  County,  which  was  just  after 
j the  w'ar,  he  took  part  in  all  public  enterprises, 

' practiced  medicine  and  established  a store  which 

he  conducted  for  years.  He  died  in  iSSl.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Harrison  are  the  parents  of  three  bright 
children,  viz. ; William  F.,  who  is  the  fourth  Will- 
iam Harrison  in  direct  line;  Cora  and  Ed.  Davies. 
Dr.  Harrison  is  a gentleman  of  very  agreeable  man- 
ners, of  fine  personal  appearance;  and  being  a man 
of  wealth  and  good  family  he  partakes  of  that  easy 
refinement  and  culture  which  are  to  the  manor  born. 
Mrs.  Harrison  is  also  a stem  of  the  same  Virginia 
stock,  and  has  a very  commendable  pride  in  her 
family.  As  may  be  expected  they  are  people  of 
superior  tastes  and  habits,  using  their  surplus 
wealth  in  the  material  improvement  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  The  Doctor  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  joined  a lodge  in 
Tennessee,  from  w’hich  he  took  his  card.  Mrs. 
Harrison  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

J.  A.  Hayes  was  a stripling  of  about  sixteen 
years  when  the  Kebellion  broke  out.  yet  he  en- 
listed for  active  service  in  the  war,  and  his  strug- 
gles  and  the  severity  of  his  service  are  not  to  be 
overlooked.  He  was  born  in  the  “ Palmetto  State,” 
in  the  village  of  Cheraw,  on  the  Peedee  River,  in 
1846,  and  in  1861  enlisted  in  Coits'  Ijattery  of 
I light  artillery,  and  for  some  time  afterward  was  on 
i duty  in  and  around  New  Berne.  From  1863  until 
I September  27,  1864,  he  was  at  Petersburg;  but  in 
the  latter  year  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  iron 
bridge  near  that  city,  this  being  the  first  time  he 
was  ever  absent  from  roll-call  except  on  one  occa- 
sion when  he  was  relieved  from  duty  Ijy  his  su- 
1 perior  ofiicer  on  account  of  a wound  received  while 
in  the  seven-days’  tight  at  that  place.  After  being 
captured  he  was  taken  to  City,  Point,  then  to  Point 
Lookout,  Va.,  and  was  kept  in  imprisonment  at  the 
latter  place  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  the 


summer  of  1865  lie  made  his  way  back  to  his  home 
in  South  Carolina,  the  most  of  the  journey  lieing 
made  on  foot,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  was 
engaged  in  contracting  for  ties  for  the  Cheraw  A 
Darlington  Railroad.  In  October,  1865, he  emigrated 
westward  to  ^Memphis,  Tenn. , where  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  being  an  employe  of  Rev.  A, 
H.  Kerr,  on  Big  Creek.  Here  he  continued  to 
reside  until  1875,  when  he  came  to  Mississippi 
County,  and  opened  up  a tract  of  wild  land  on 
Little  River;  but  owing  to  the  high  water  of  18^2 
he  sent  his  family  to  Virginia,  and  returned  to 
^Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  engaged  with  Oggell 
Bros,  in  the  hardware  business.  The  following 
year  he  returned  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and 
settled  on  a plantation  belonging  to  J.  W.  Jeffer- 
son, where  he  has  opened  up  about  260  acres  of 
land,  and  has  now  under  the  plow  1,000  acres,  em- 
ploying about  125  hands  to  assist  him  in  keeping 
the  farm  in  good  condition.  The  yield  of  his  land 
is  about  three-fourths  to  one  bale  of  cotton  to  the 
acre.  Since  coming  to  the  county  he  has  pur- 
chased 320  acres  of  land,  and  owns  a good  residence 
ill  the  town  of  Osceola.  He  was  married  in  lSi2 
to  Miss  Lula  Scott,  a native  of  Prince  Edward 
County,  Va. , and  a daughter  of  Samuel  B.  Scott, 
who  was  a descendant  of  the  same  family  as  Gen. 
AViufield  Scott.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Hayes  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children;  James  M. . who 
died  in  infancy;  Nannie  L.  and  Algie,  also  died  in 
infancy;  Annie  Gertie,  Eddie.  Pearl  and  Ruby 
(twins,  two  years  old),  and  Ernest,  an  infant.  5Ir. 
Hayes  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F.  A A.  M.,  at 
O.sceola.  and  is  also  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Will  H.  Hayes,  sheriff  of  ^Mississippi  County, 
and  a prominent  farmer,  residing  near  Elmot.  was 
born  in  Tennessee,  in  1852,  and  while  growing  u|> 
was  instructed  in  all  the  details  of  farm  life.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  engaged  in  commercial  pur- 
suits. which  he  continued  for  two  years.  In  lSt4. 
ho  came  to  Mississipjii  County.  Ark.,  and  was  en- 
traged  in  a general  store,  at  Osceola,  where  he  con- 
tinned  for  a period  of  two  years,  but  failing  health 
caused  him  to  abandon  this,  and  he  afterward 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  rented  land. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  he  purchased  his  present 
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I farm  near  Elmot,  aud  there  he  has  since  remained, 

! engraged  in  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm.  The 
' success  which  seems  to  attend  his  efforts  in  this 
{ industry  is  well  merited,  for  no  one  is  more  thor- 
i oughly  interested  in  this  calling  or  gives  it  greater 
I attention.  There  were  900  acres  in  the  tract, 

I with  about  ninety  acres  cleared,  when  he  first  pur- 
j chased  it.  Now'  he  has  300  acres  under  cultiva- 
j tion,  and  this  large  tract  is  all  capable  of  being 
cleared  and  cultivated,  and  is  destined  to  become 
j a fine  plantation.  Hr.  Hayes  has  always  been  act- 
j ive  in  politics,  and  in  1880  he  was  elected  sheriff 
j of  Mississippi  County,  and  so  successful  was  his 
career  in  this  office,  and  so  well  did  he  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  same,  that  he  was  re-elected  in 
1888.  He  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  has  served  as  director 
almost  all  the  time  that  he  has  been  a resident  of 
this  county.  Mr.  Hayes  is  a married  man,  his 
uuion  with  Miss  Sallie  McKinney  having  trans- 
pired in  March,  1870.  She  is  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county.  They  became  the  parents  of  these 
children:  Lulu  Maud,  Harrie  D.,  Bessie  G.  and 
Lemon.  Mr.  Hayes’  parents,  S.  D.  and  Martha 
' (Smith)  Hayes,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina 

I and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 

successful  agriculturist. 


J.  R.  Hearn.  In  endeavoring  to  trace  the 
genealogy  of  Mr.  Hearn,  we  find  that  his  paternal 
ancestors  came  origrinallv  from  the  land  of  thistles 
and  oatmeal.  He  was  born  on  Blue  Grass  soil  in 
1832,  and  was  the  fifth  of  six  children  that  grew' 
to  maturity,  born  to  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Austin) 
Hearn,  the  latter  being  a Kentuckian,  in  which 
State  the  father  w'as  occupied  in  tilling  the  soil. 
In  the  fall  of  1834  they  came  to  Arkansas,  settling 
on  the  Mississippi  River  below  Osceola,  which 
country  was  then  almost  a complete  wilderness  in- 
habited by  Indians  and  wild  animals,  and  here 
Mr.  Hearn  opened  a woodyard,  and  began  farming 
in  a small  way.  Later  he  sold  this  property  and 
bought  some  wild  land  near  where  Elmot  now  is,  on 
which  place  he ‘died  in  1850,  before  having  made 
any  improvements.  The  opening  of  the  farm  then 
devolved  upon  our  subject,  who  was  then  about 


eighteen  years  of  age,  and  for  five  years  he  strug- 
gled manfully  to  get  the  property  in  good  shape 
for  farming,  his  labors  being  reasonablv  successful. 
He  was  married  when  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  at  w'bich  time  Miss  Eliza  Bovles.  a daughter 
of  W.  J.  Boyles,  became  his  w'ife.  After  the  cele 
bration  of  this  event  he  rented  land  and  continued 
farming  in  this  manner  until  the  death  of  his 
wife’s  j)arents  in  1871,  when  he  moved  on  their 
old  homestead,  w'hich  embraced  a tract  of  K3d 
acres,  only  fifteen  of  which  were  under  the  plow'. 
He  has  since  cleared  and  put ' under  cultivation 
forty  acres,  and  owing  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
finds  no  trouble  in  raising  a bale  of  cotton  to  the 
acre.  In  his  conduct  of  this  estate  he  gives  each 
detailed  portion  of  the  work  his  personal  close 
supervision,  and  this  care  and  method  ever  exer- 
cised have  contributed  to  place  him  among  the 
foremost  farmers  of  this  vicinity,  as  he  is  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  citizens.  He  is  not  active  in 
politics,  but  uses  his  own  judgment  in  support- 
ing the  various  candidates  for  office.  He  is  at 
present  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  1868  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  estima- 
ble wife,  she  having  borne  him  three  chilcLren: 
Howard  Hazzard , William  Akin  Percy  (who  mar- 
ried a Miss  Fleming,  and  resides  on  his  father's 
place),  and  Thomas  Elliot.  His  union  with  his 
present  wife  took  place  in  the  year  1872,  her  maid- 
en name  having  been  Susan  E.  Morrow'.  The  six 
children  w'hich  have  been  given  them  are  Editha 
Lee,  Joseph  Guilford.  Luther  May,  James  Hale. 
John  Franklin  and  Lillie  Bruce. 

Jerry  L.  Hearn  is  one  of  the  native-born  resi- 
dents of  ^Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  on  account 
of  long  acquaintance  and  a thorough  kno'vledge 
of  his  many  sterling  qualities,  he  is  held  iit  high 
e.steem  by  the  residents  thereof.  He  was  born  in 
the  year  1851,  and  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Jerry 
Lynch,  but  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  was  adopted 
by  G.  A.  Hearn,  an  old  settler  of  the  county,  and 
spent  one  year  in  Osceola,  attending  school,  then 
moved  with  his  adopted  father  to  Clear  Lake, 
w'here  G.  A.  Hearn  died  in  1881.  Here  Jerry 
L.  Hearn  spent  the  most  of  his  youth,  and  after 
attaining  manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
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Mobley,  also  a native  of  the  county.  When  twen- 
ty two  years  of  age  be  purchased  a farm  of  108 
acres  near  Clear  Lake,  and  ever  since  then  has 
devoted  much  of  his  time  and  energies  to  putting 
his  farm  in  good  condition,  all  necessary  buildings 
forming  a prominent  feature  of  the  improvements. 

■ By  his  perseverance  and  industry  his  lands  now 
' aggregate  300  acres,  with  forty  acres  one  mile 
west  of  Blythesville,  and  the  amount  of  land  on 
these  two  farms  comprises  120  acres.  He  has 
been  the  owner  of  the  property  where  he  now 
makes  his  home  since  1875,  his  surroundings  being 
exceptionally  pleasant,  and  has  everything  conven-- 
I ient  and  comfortable  about  his  home.  He  has 
always  been  active  in  politics,  and  in  1884  secured 
the  contract  to  carry  the  mail  from  Blythesville  to 
i Osceola;  does  also  a good  trade  in  carrying  pas- 
sengers and  doing  business  for  the  people  of  those 
I places.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
j Methodist  Episcoj^al  Church,  and  he  is  a member 
of  Chickasawba  Lodge  No.  134,  of  the  F.  & A. 
M.  The  following  are  the  children  born  to  his 
marriage:  Lizzie,  Mattie,  Minnie  and  Harry. 

Dr.  Elliott  Hickman  (deceased).  On  the  10th 
of  December,  1858,  there  died  at  his  home  in  Mis- 
sissippi County,  Ark.,  a man  who  was  thoroughly 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  and 
who  had  ijiven  to  his  countv'  the  best  energies  of 
his  life.  In  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and 
among  the  people  who  knew  him  best,  the  influence 
of  his  pure  and  noble  life  is  still  felt  to  a remarka- 
ble degree.  His  birth  occurred  in  North  Carolina 
in  1782,  and,  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  he  was 
taken  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  by  his  father,  who 
settled  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Nashville.  His 
father,  William  Hickman,  was  an  old  veteran  of 
the  Revolution,  and  for  services  rendered  during 
that  war  he  received  an  extensive  land  grant  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee.  Our  subject  attended 
school  in  Nashville,  and  in  early  youth  entered  the 
drug  store  of  his  brother-in-law,  Roger  B.  Sap- 
pington,  who  at  that  time  was  a leading  physician, 
a prominent  citizen,  and  the  only  druggist  in  the 
place.  Ho  remained  with  Dr.  Sappington,  study- 
ing under  his  directions,  and  after  the  completion 
of  his  medical  studies  settled  in  Franklin,  Will 


iamson  County,  where  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  calling.  After  a residence  of  a 
few  years  in  this  place  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Ann  Dudley,  a Virginian  by  birth,  and  a 
daughter  of  Col.  Guilford  Dudley,  of  Revolution- 
ary fame.  Col.  Dudley  wrote  a history  of  that 
war,  which  was  published  in  the  Southern  Iflterary 
Messenger,  and  it  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best 
of  that  period.  During  that  war  his  property  in 
North  Carolina  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the 
British,  but  he  removed  to  Tennessee,  retrieved 
his  fortunes  to  some  extent,  and  became  one  of  the 

1 noted  men  of  Middle  Tennessee.  In  1812-15,  Dr. 

' Hickman  was  appointed  by  Gov.  William  Carroll 
superintendent  and  surgeon  of  the  war  hospi- 
tal at  Fayetteville,  Lincoln  County,  Tenn.,  and 
hero  he  resided  until  1835,  when  he  moved  his 
family  to  Memphis,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fol- 
lowing his  profession  up  to  the  year  1840,  when 
he  bought  a tract  of  land  of  about  1,000  acres,  120 
miles  above  Memphis,  in  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
the  place  being  now  known  as  Flickman’s  Bend. 
Here  he  instituted  many  improvements,  and  soon 
had  his  home  surrounded  by  many  comfoits  and 
luxuries.  From  the  gallery  of  his  old  home  could 
be  had  a most  magniticent  view  of  the  river  as  it 
sweeps  around  the  bend  many  miles  above,  and 
disappears  in  the  south  behind  wooded  points 
and  fertile  fields  of  cotton.  In  this  lovely  home 
among  magniflcent  giant  forest  trees  he  dispensed 
his  hospitality  in  an  exceedingly  liberal  manner,  and 
became  noted  throughout  all  the  region  for  his 
polished  manners.  Although  a slave-owner,  he 
would  never  employ  an  overseer,  and  among  his 
humble  retainers,  he  was  happy  in  making  them 
happy.  His  advice  was  given  freely  to  all.  and  in 
him  they  ever  found  a kind  and  liberal  friend  in- 
stead of  a hard  taskmaster.  His  memory  is  still 
loved  and  reverenced  among  his  old  servants  who 
are  still  living.  Hickman  Township  and  Hickman's 
Bend  were  named  in  his  honor.  His  estimable  wife 
survived  him  until  November  11.  1862,  when  she 
too  died.  Their  children’s  names  are  as  follows; 
Frances,  who  married  Col.  Elliot  H.  Fletcher  [sec^ 
sketch];  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Mur[)hy.  a mer- 
chant of  New  Orleans;  William,  Julia  Aon,  who 
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died  when  just  entering  womanhood;  Sarah,  and 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1863:  seven  children  died  in 
infancy. 

D.  W.  Hicks.  It  was  in  1873  that  Mr.  Hicks 
first  became  a resident  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
and  since  then  he  has  become  one  of  the  truly  hon- 
ored and  respected  residents  of  this  section.  His 
birth  occurred  on  Blue  Grass  soil  in  1845,  and  he 
was  the  fourth  of  a family  of  eight  children  born 
to  Armstrong  and  Mary  (Duerson)  Hicks,  who  are 
both  residing  in  Kentucky,  and  are  each  eighty- 
two  years  of  age.  The  father  was  a miller.  Like 
the  majority  of  youths,  D.  W.  Hicks  learned  his 
father’s  occupation,  and  attended  the  common  pub- 
lic schools  near  his  home  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army 
under  John  H.  Morgan,  and  was  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  battles  of  Hartsville.  Tenn.,  Snow 
Hill,  Tenn.,  Lebanon,  Ky.,  and  in  numerous  minor 
engagements.  He  was  with  Morgan  on  his  Ohio 
raid  in  1863,  and  was  at  the  battles  of  Corydon  and 
Buffington  Island,  but  was  captured  at  Richmond, 
Ind.,  and  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  where  he  was  held 
a prisoner  for  twenty-three  months.  After  being 
released  at  the  end  of  May,  1865,  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Kentucky,  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  been-  one  of  the  tried  and  true  soldiers  of 
the  ‘ ‘ lost  cause.  ’ ’ His  career  as  a soldier  was 
marked  by  fearlessness  and  courage.  He  worked  in 
a roller  factory  for  six  months,  then  went  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  remained  a short  time,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Kentucky,  and  made  his 
home  at  Hickman  for  five  years.  Since  that  time 
he  has  resided  in  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  the 
first  five  years  of  his  residence  here  being  spent  in 
farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Osceola.  In  1878  he 
came  to  Chickasawba  Township,  where  he  farmed 
on  rented  land  for  some  time,  being  also  engao-ed 
in  teaching  school.  His  first  pui’chase  of  land  was 
in  1886,  amounting  to  113  acres,  at  Shady  Grove, 
but  he  has  since  bought  fifty  at  Hickman’s  Bend, 
a fine  place,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
This  year  (1889)  he  is  farming  eighty  acres  of  corn 
and  cotton.  He  is  always  int(»rested  in  enterprises 
that  will  reflect  credit  upon  this  section,  and  al- 
though not  an  active  politician  he  has  served  as 


justice  of  the  peace  and  school  director  for  two 
years.  He  is  a member  of  Chickasawba  Lodge 
No.  134,  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  In  1882  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Lillard  was  celebrated.  She 
w-as  born  in  Tennessee.,  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  has  borne  Mr.  Hicks  a son 
named  James.  Mr.  Hicks  is  expecting  soon  to 
make  a visit  to  his  parents  at  Hickman,  Ky..  whom 
he  has  not  seen  for  sixteen  years. 

J.  N.  Hill  (deceased).  In  the  year  1878  there 
died  at  his  home  in  this  county,  J.  N.  Hill,  who  had 
been  a prominent  resident  of  the  county  since 
1867,  and  who,  during  his  residence  here,  was 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  community  in  which  ho  resided.  He  had  first 
come  to  the  county  in  1858,  when  a boy,  with  his 
father,  John  Hill,  but  in  1865  returned  to  his 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  was  married  there  the 
same  year,  to  Miss  Julia  Helmes,  a daughter  of 
William  Helmes.  of  Mount  Zion,  Tenn..  her 
birthplace  being  in  Lebanon,  Tenn.  Fpon  per- 
manently locating  in  ^Mississippi  County,  Ark. , at 
the  above  mentioned  date,  he  settled  on  the  Ellis 
place,  which  was  owned  by  Maj.  Ferguson,  of 
Nodena,  and  in  1871  bought  the  place  on  which 
his  widow  is  now  residing,  which  continued  to  be 
his  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an 
industrious,  frugal  farmer,  and.  with  the  assistance 
of  his  worthy  wife,  succeeded  in  accumulating  con- 
siderable property.  Endowed  with  good  common 
sense,  and  of  a sympathetic  nature,  he  was  among 
the  foremost  in  every  commendable  enterprise,  and 
his  death  was  keenly  felt  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  first  purchase  was  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
his  estate  at  the  time  of  his  death  amounted  to 
about  700  acres,  of  which  220  were  under  the 
plow,  the  principal  crop  being  cotton.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  left  a widow  and  four  chil- 
dren to  mourn  his  loss,  the  eldest  child  being  but 
nine  years  of  age:  Ella  E. . a young  lady;  C.  F. . 
who  resides  with  his  mother,  and  is  an  assistant 
on  the  plantation;  G.  W.,  a lad  at  home,  and 
Agnes,  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Joseph  M.  Hill,  a pros{)erous  farmer  and  en- 
terprising citizen  of  Frenchman's  Bayou,  was  born 
at  Nashville,  Term.,  in  1857.  He  was  t’ne  young- 
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est  child  born  to  John  H.  and  Lina  Ann  (Cottles) 
Hill,  who  moved  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
from  Nashville,  in  1858,  and  settled  on  French- 
man’s Bayou,  where  he  purchased  dOO  acres  of 
laiul.  The  father  cleared  up  about  100  acres  of  this 
land,  and  was  engaged  extensively  in  stock  rais- 
ing until  his  death,  in  1800,  his  wife  dying  the 
same  year.  Joseph  M.  Hill  attended  the  schools 
at  home  for  some  time,  and  then  entered  an  acad- 
€‘my  at  Covington,  Tenn. , and  later  one  at  Canton, 
receiving  in  his  youth  as  good  an  education  as 
could  be  obtained.  Upon  reaching  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  rented 
land,  and  being  a young  man  of  perseverance  and 
a determination  to  succeed  in  whatever  he  under- 
took, he  soon  placed  himself  in  an  independent 
position.  In  Febi’uary,  1884,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mollie  Woodwmrd,  of  Tennessee,  a daughter 
of  Lewis  Woodward,  a w'ell-kuown  and  prominent 
citizen  of  Tipton  County,  in  both  political  and 
church  matters,  who  died  in  1886.  This  union 
gave  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  three  children:  Nellie, 

Mary  and  Joseph  Nelson,  comprising  one  of  the 
happiest  families  in  Mississippi  County.  Mr.  Hill 
is  a member  of  the  K.  of  O.  at  Louise,  Ark. , and  is 
spoken  of  by  his  friends  as  certain  to  be  one  of  the 
leading  men  in  this  county  at  some  future  day. 
His  brother.  Bethel  L. , attended  the  same  schools, 
and  afterward  farmed  for  a while.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Ralph,  of  Tennessee,  and  as  he  grew 
to  mature  age  became  a very  prominent  man  in 
local  circles.  He  served  two  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  in  1886  was  elected  assessor  of  Mis- 
sissippi County,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until 
his  death,  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years. 
The  father  of  these  boys  entered  the  pulpit  after 
moving  to  this  county,  and  attained  a wide-spread 
celebrity  for  his  forcible  sermons  and  versatility 
as  an  expounder  of  the  Gospel. 

R.  D.  Holt.  Island  No.  10,  formerly  in  the 
Mississippi  River,  and  the  scene  of  a heavy  artillery 
duel  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  was  the 
birthplace  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  There 
he  was  born  in  1848,  and  some  years  later  he 
came  with  his  father,  R.  J.  Holt,  to  Mississippi 
County,  Ark.,  and  settled  on  his  present  property. 


and  five  children.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Miss  Mary  Bone,  was  a native  of  New 
Madrid,  Mo.,  and  there  she  grew'  to  w'omanhood. 
R.  D.  Holt  and  his  brother  John,  who  now'  lives 
near,  took  hold  of  the  home  place  after  the  death 
of  the  father,  and  although  there  w'ere  but  fifteen 
acres  cleared  at  that  time,  they  went  to  work  and 
soon  cleared  about  lOO  acres,  each  brother  owning 
a half  intere.'^t,  in  addition  to  which  they  each  have 
a farm  of  from  eighty  to  160  acres.  The  farm 
lies  on  Lake  Como,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
county,  in  what  is  called  the  Nauvoo  settlement, 
named  thus  on  account  of  the  Mormons  having 
settled  there  early  in  the  50' s.  R.  J.  Holt,  the 
father  of  R.  D.,  was  one  of  them  at  that  time,  he 
having  previously  been  a Methodist,  and  after  a 
few  years  of  Mormonism  he  returned  to  his  old 
faith,  in  which  he  died.  Those  who  adhered  to 
the  faith  went  to  Salt  Lake,  and  among  the  last  to 
go  was  one  Sol.  Spain,  who  got  away  just  before 
the  blockade  in  1861.  On  the  property  of  Mr. 
Holt  there  are  eleven  w’ell-detined  Indian  mounds, 
which  have  never  been  explored.  The  largest  is 
aboitt  fifteen  feet  high,  and  over  100  feet  in  cir- 
cumference at  the  base.  This  is  now  used  as  a 
bui'3'ing  place  by  Mr.  Holt,  whose  father,  mother, 
brother  and  sister,  an  uncle,  a brother-in  law  and 
his  wife  and  two  children  are  buried  there.  His 
brother  has  one  child  buried  there,  and  a sister 
has  two  children.  ^Ir.  Holt  w'as  married  in  1871 
to  Miss  Sophrona  Barney,  of  IMississippi  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  John  Barney,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  IMississippi  County.  Ark.  Three  chil- 
dren are  the  fruits  of  this  union:  3Iary.  Leroy  and 
IMattie,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Holt  is  a member  of  the 
Wheel. 

John  C.  Holt.  In  the  sketch  that  precedes 
this  has  been  given  an  outline  of  the  life  of  Mr.  R. 

I D.  Holt,  brother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
John  C.  Holt  was  born  at  Nauvoo.  Mississippi 
County.  Ark.,  in  1853,  his  parents.  R.  J.  and 
Mary  (Bone)  Holt,  coming  from  Island  No.  1(4  in 
the  Mississippi  River,  the  year  before.  John  C. 
Holt  improved  every  opportunity  for  an  education, 
but  .school  facilities  were  not  what  thev  are  at  the 
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present  day.  After  reaching  manhood  Mr.  Holt 
was  absent  for  about  fourteen  months,  but  returned, 
firm  in  the  settled  belief  that  Mississippi  County 
was  the  place  for  him.  In  connection  with  his 
brother,  R.  D.  Holt,  Mr.  Holt  has  opened  up  160 
acres  of  land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  226  acres, 
with  about  112  acres  under  cultivation.  His  prin- 
cipal occupation  is  cotton  raising,  and  he  averages 
about  three-fourths  of  a bale  to  the  acre,  at  a cost 
of  $6  per  acre.  He  has  progressive,  modern  ideas 
of  farming,  and  is  a man  who  will  succeed  in  any 
undertaking:.  He  was  married,  in  187S,  to  Miss 
Virginia  Ashburn,  daughter  of  Jason  Ashburn,  who 
came  to  Mississippi  County  in  1S35,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holt  have  been  born  four  children: 
Cordy,  now  a young  man;  Harry,  Phinney  and 
Ivey.  Mr.  Holt  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Frenchman’s  Bayou,  and  also  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Rev.  James  F.  Jernigan,  pastor  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  the  Osceola  Cir- 
cuit, was  born  in  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  May  18, 
1851,  being  sixth  in  a family  of  seven  children 
born  to  Rev.  W.  H.  and  Dicy  (Moore)  Jernigan, 
natives  of  Middle  Tennessee.  There  the  father 
followed  farming:  for  a long  time,  but  being  con- 
verted,  he  began  preaching  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 
James’  paternal  grandfather,  Jesse,  and  his  wife, 
Rebecca,  were  pioneers  of  Western  Tennessee,  go- 
ing there  from  Middle  Tennessee  in  1823,  where 
the  old  gentleman  lived,  following  farming  and 
carpentering,  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Jan- 
uary, 1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Rev. 
W.  H.  Jernigan  later  removed  from  Tennessee  to 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  near  Sul- 
phur Rock,  where  he  brought  a tract  of  200  acres. 
On  this  land  he  has  made  many  im[)rovements,  pro- 
viding a comfortable  home  for  the  family  till  about 
1883.  The  mother  died  August  10,  1878,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  four  years.  The  estate  still  belongs  to 
the  family,  but  Mr.  Jernigan,  Sr.,  makes  his  home 
with  his  youngest  son,  L.  C.  Jernigan,  a merchant 
at  Sulphur  Rock.  In  1865  this  estimable  man 
(our  subject’s  father)  taught  the  first  free  school 
in  Independence,  County.  He  was  a teacher  for  a 


long  time  in  Tennessee,  and  has  ahvays  been  active  I 
in  school  and  church , work.  He  has  continued 
preaching  up  to  the  present,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1888  assisted  his  son  in  a series  of  pro-  i 
tracted  meetings,  covering  a period  of  nearly  three 
months.  On  the  23d  of  July,  1889,  at  the  house  ; 
of  his  youngest  son,  he  made  the  remark,  that  for- 
1 ty-nine  years  previous  a chain  of  two  links  had 
been  formed;  subsequently  seven  links  more  had  | 
been  added, 'and  to  this  increasing  chain  thirty-  | 
eight  more  links,  representing  his  grandchildren, 
were  added,  making  in  all  a chain  of  fifty- four  ^ 
links.  During  this  long  period  there  have  been 
but  eight  breaks  in  this  family  chain,  the  death  of  ' 
five  children  and  three  adults.  This  respected 
pioneer  has  lived  in  Northeast  Arkansas  thirty 
years,  and  during  that  time  has  never  had  a chill; 
in  fact,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  the  health 
of  the  entire  family  has  been  remarkable.  Our  ! 
subject  remained  at  home,  working  on  the  farm, 
till  about  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  during  | 
which  time  he  attended  school  in  the  vicinity  of  ! 
his  home,  and  in  1872  was  a student  at  a five-  i 
months’  session  at  Spring  Hill  Academy,  Henry  I 
County,  Tenn.  From  his  sixteenth  year,  when  he 
was  converted,  he  has  been  a diligent  student  of  | 
the  bible,  and  works  on  theology,  feeling  from  that  1 
early  age  that  there  were  fields  for  labor  in  the  ^ 
coming  vears,  in  which  a knowledge  of  those  books 
would  be  his  greatest  if  not  his  only  help;  and  so 
with  these  years  of  preparation,  by  private  study 
and  his  father’s  help,  he  became  well  qualified  for 
active  usefulness.  He  entered  the  ministry  of  the  j 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  White  River 
Conference,  which  was  held  in  1874  in  Searcy, 
White  County,  Ark.,  his  first  charge  being  Salem 
Circuit,  Fulton  County,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  He  was  then  changed  to  West  Point  Cir 
cuit.  White  County,  and  thence,  after  one  year,  to 
Pleasant  Valley  Circuit,  Jackson  County.  In  1878 
he  w'as  changed  to  Newport  Station  for  one  year; 
thence  to  Lee  County,  for  one  year;  in  1880  to  Clay 
County,  Boydsville  and  Oak  Bluff  Stations;  in  l''M 
to  Corning  Station,  same  county;  in  1882-88. 
Jamestown  Circuit,  Independence  County;  in  1884 
, -85,  at  Vanndale  Circuit;  in  1886-87,  in  IMarion 
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Circuit,  Crittenden  County,  and  in  1888  back  to 
Sulphur  Rock  Circuit,  his  old,  boyhood  home. 
In  1880  he  was  appointed  to  Osceola  Circuit,  in 
Mississi])pi  County,  which  charge  he  is  filling  at 
the  present  time.  Brother  Jernigan  can  justly  be 
cidled  a revivalist,  for  in  ail  these  years  his  min- 
istry has  been  marked  ■with  -^vonderful  success. 
In  1882,  175  conversions  resulted  from  his  efforts, 
and  two-thirds  of  this  number  united  with  the 
church;  in  other  years  nearly  as  many,  and  this 
year  (1880)  during  about  eight  months’  lalior  he 
had  118  accessions  to  the  church.  He  has  held  pro- 
tracted meetings  at  Carson’s  Lake,  Golden  Lake. 
Pecan  Point,  Mill  Bayou,  Dunavant’s  Chapel, 
Louise  Chapel,  Elmot  and  Osceola,  and  at  all  these 
meetino-s  great  interest  has  been  manifested,  and 
many  conversions  made.  Indeed,  the  degree  of 
interest  manifested  among  the  people  who  have 
been  attending  his  various  meetings  is  sufficient  to 
impress  a thoughtful  person  as  being  wonderful. 
Religious  matters  have  here  been  the  chief  topic  of 
conversation,  and  the  thoughts  of  almost  all  seem 
to  dwell  on  the  “big  meetings.’’  Brother  Jerni- 
gan has  been  married  twice;  the  first  time  Novem- 
ber 14,  1877,  to  Miss  Kate  D.  Shoup,  a native  of 
IVIarshall  County,  Miss.,  who  came  to  this  State 
with  her  parents  in  her  youth.  She  died  Septem- 
ber 9,  1878.  He  married  the  second  time,  October 
11,  1881,  Miss  Lizzie  I.  Camp,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, born  in  Memphis,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  M. 
V.  and  Sallie  C.  (Shed)  Camp.  Her  mother  died 
in  1888,  but  her  father  is  at  the  present  time  a 
])rominent  physician  of  Walnut  Ridge.  He  was 
on  the  editorial  staff'  of  the  first  secession  paper 
published  in  Alabama,  and  later  served  as  captain 
in  the  Confederate  army.  Brother  Jernigan  at 
present  resides  at  Walnut  Ridge,  where  he  has  a 
pleasant  home,  presided  over  by  his  estimable  wife. 
In  personal  appearance,  as  will  be  seen  by  a glance 
at  the  accompanying  portrait,  he  is  a man  of 
striking  personal  appearance,  with  an  intellectual 
expression  sitperior  to  the  average.  Slightly  above 
the  ordinary  height,  also  inclining  somewhat  to 
stoutness,  with  an  erect  carriage,  it  is  ap}>arent 
tliat  physically  he  has  been  generously  endowed  by 
nature,  and  as  a result  makes  a commanding  pres- 


ence in  the  pulpit.  Such  endowments,  when  com- 
bined with  the  earnest  and  entreating  expression 
of  the  eye,  and  the  ringing  tones  of  eloquence  as 
he  expounds  the  truths  of  the  Divine  Story,  contrib- 
ute materially  to  the  success  which  follows  every 
meeting.  He  also  strives  to  have  the  congregation 
see  that  what  he  says  is  not  the  labored  production, 
studied  for  oratorical  effect,  but  that  each  word 
springs  from  the  sincere  heart,  and  that  he  feels 
with  all  an  enthusiast’s  power,  the  truth  aud  passion 
of  the  Holy  Law.  His  preaching,  at  proper  inter- 
vals, is  often  enlivened  by  an  appropriate  anec- 
dote, containing  a moral,  clothed  in  a few  pleas- 
ing and  often  humorous  sentences,  which  relaxes 
the  tension  of  the  hearer’s  mind,  as  it  also  points 
more  directly  to  the  open  door  of  truth.  In  con- 
versation with  various  members  of  the  different 
churches  in  Mr.  Jernigan’ s charge,  it  is  found  that 
his  efforts  are  justly  appreciated,  for,  from  no  one 
are  heard  words  of  censure  or  unkind  criticism,  but 
from  all,  terms  of  the  highest  praise. 

R.  L.  Joiner.  It  can  not  be  denied  that  a man 
who  lives  according  to  the  highest  principles  of 
what  he  conceives  to  be  right,  helping  others  and 
in  a word,  keeping  as  his  aim  the  Golden  Rule, 
will  receive  the  most  sincere  esteem  of  his  fellow 
creatures.  Such  a one  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Born  in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  he  is  the 
son  of  R.  S.  Joiner,  and  the  grandson  of  Jack 
Joiner,  who  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  when 
R.  S.  Joiner  was  a small  boy.  The  latter  was 
also  a native  of  Shelby  County,  Tenn.  R.  L. 
Joiner  was  born  on  the  corner  of  Poplar  and 
Second  Streets,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  there  re- 
mained until  eighteen  years  of  age,  receiving  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
city.  At  the  above-mentioned  age  he  left  the 
State  of  his  nativity  and  journeyed  to  Crittenden 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  remained  for  about  live 
years.  In  1808  he  came  to  Missi.ssippi  County, 
Ark.,  and  in  the  year  1880  settled  on  what  i> 
known  as  the  Parker  place,  west  of  Frenchman's 
Bayou,  where  he  has  cleared  by  contract  about  forty 
acres  since  coming  to  the  county.  Mr.  Joiner  is 
a wide-awake,  stirring  farmer,  and  his  improve- 
ments about  the  place  are  all  of  a superior  order. 
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In  1880  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  M. 
L.  Price,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Price,  of 
Lee  County,  Miss.,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  three  children;  Ada  Mary,  Anna  Ruth 
and  Emma  Blanche,  all  at  home.  Aside  from  his 
own  farm,  Mr.  Joiner  rents  about  sixty-two  acres, 
and  is  engaged  in  cotton  planting  on  the  same, 
averasrincr  about  three-fourths  of  a bale  of  cotton 
to  the  acre.  He  is  a member  of  the  Agricultural 
Wheel. 

Dr.  Walter  D.  Jones,  Osceola.  There  are  few 
men  of  the  present  day  whom  the  world  acknowl- 
edges as  successful  more  worthy  of  honorable  men- 
tion, or  v/hose  history  affords  a better  illustration 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a determined 
will  and  perseverance,  than  Dr.  AAk  D.  Jones.  He 
was  born  in  Newburg,  N.  A’.,  in  1842,  and  was  the 
fifth  of  eight  children  born  to  Dr.  William  and 
Charlotte  M.  (Wheeler)  Jones,  the  father  a native 
of  Shoreham,  Yt. , and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
The  paternal  ancestors  were  of  W elsh  descent,  and 
the  maternal  of  German.  Dr.  William  Jones  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
in  his  youth,  secured  his  diploma,  and  has  been  a 
practicing  physician  for  over  fifty  years.  During 
that  time  he  has  risen  to  the  position  of  one  of  the 
leading  practitioners  among  the  Eclectic  school  of 
physicians,  and  is  well  known  in  the  profession 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Enited 
States.  He  has  held  the  office  of  president,  treas- 
urer, and  has  been  one  of  the  board  of  censors  of 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  his  fine 
home  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Walter  D.  Jones 
passed  his  youth  as  a student  in  the  public  schools 
of  Newburg,  and  naturally,  perhaps,  he  evinced  at 
quite  an  early  age,  a strong  desire  for  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  a precocious  ability  for  the  practice 
of  that  profession.  His  greatest  desire  seemed  to 
be  to  reach  a proud  position  in  the  ranks  of  emi- 
nent medical  men,  with  whom  he  has  always  been 
associated.  He  was  solicited,  in  1872,  by  the  late 
Prof.  R.  S.  Newton,  Sr.,  professor  of  surgery  in 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  Y^ork  City,  to 
accept  the  chair  of  professor  of  anatomy.  In  1878 
he  was  proffered  and  solicited  by  Prof.  Frank- 


lin, professor  of  surgery  in  the  Homoeopathic  Col- 
lege of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  occupy  the  chair  of 
surgery  in  that  institution,  but  having  a few  days 
previous  closed  his  contract  with  the  A.  L.  Clum 
Medicine  Company,  declined.  At  the  age  of  .seven- 
teen he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  remaining  there  one 
year,  after  w'hich  he  entered  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  where  he  spent  but  one  year,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  University.  In  1861,  after  one  year 
in  the  last  mentioned  institution,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  Third  New  York  Infantry,  and  was  de- 
tailed to  the  Hygeia  Hotel  Hospital,  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. He  was  in  the  battle  of  Little  Bethel,  was  then 
detailed  to  the  Adams  House  Hospital,  at  Balti- 
more, Md. , and  later  mustered  out  at  Albany, 
N.  Y”.  At  the  end  of  one  month  he  enlisted  in  the 
Fifteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  was  soon  sent  to 
Virginia,  where  he  was  in  all  the  fighting  of  the 
Shenandoah  Valley;  was  in  the  battle  of  Port  Royal, 
Lynchiuirg,  Winchester,  Sheridan’s  raid  from 
Winchester,  Va. . to  the  White  House,  Waynesboro, 
Dinwiddie  Courthouse,  Five  Forks,  Appomattox 
Courthouse,  Clover  Hill,  and  was  present  at  Gen. 
Lee’s  surrender,  on  April  9,  1865.  He  took  part 
in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  on  the  23d  of 
May,  of  that  year,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Cloud’s 
Mills,  Va.,  in  July.  That  year  he  returned  to 
Philadelphia,  entered  the  University,  resumed  his 
studies  and  graduated  in  1866.  He  subsequently 
returned  to  Newburg  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession  with  his  father,  continu- 
ing there  two  years.  After  this  he  was  in  Brook- 
lyn two  years,  then  in  St.  Louis  four  years,  and 
then,  in  1879,  he  came  to  Osceola,  Ark.  He  discon- 
tinued the  practice  of  his  profession  while  in  St. 
Louis,  to  accept  a position  with  the  A.  L.  Clum 
Medicine  Company,  of  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  and  came 
to  Osceola  in  the  interest  of  that  company.  Seeing 
a favorable  opening,  he  located,  and  has  remained 
here  since,  devoting  his  time  entirely  to  the  relief 
of  suffering  humanity.  He  has  built  up  an  exten- 
sive practice,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  the  county.  He  is  of  pleasing  addres.s  and  most 
agreeable  manners,  possessed  of  a mind  clear,  pen- 
etrating and  comprehensive,  thoroughly  posted  in 
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his  profession,  and  a practitioner  of  decided  talent. 
He  has  bought  a farm  of  210  acres,  tiftv  of  which 
are  under  cultivation,  and  he  is  clearing  up  the 
remainder.  The  Doctor  was  married  in  1808,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Wines,  a native  of  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 
(at  that  time),  and  of  English  de.scent.  She  died 
in  1870,  leaving  one  child,  Edith  Helen,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Dr.  Jones  took  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Frances  Carrie  Goff,  a native  of  Georgia,  and 
the  daughter  of  William  k.  Goff,  who  followed  the 
occupation  of  an  architect.  Mrs.  Jones  was  a 
widow  with  one  child,  Jessie,  w'hen  married  to  the 
Doctor.  Dr.  Jones  is  the  only  Eclectic  practitioner 
in  Mississippi  County.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Kepublican  executive  committee  for  eight  years, 
was  president  of  the  board  of  health  for  four 
years,  was  alderman  four  years,  and  has  been 
I United  Stales  deputy  marshal.  He  affiliates  with 
i the  Republicans  in  his  political  preferences,  and  is 
j the  leading  member  of  his  party  in  Mississippi 
I County. 

j Benjamin  F.  Jones,  one  of  the  most  influential 
I men  in  Mississippi  County,  and  a man  who,  during 
j his  residence  here  has  not  only  become  one  of  the 
j largest  and  wealthiest  landholders,  but  is  also  con- 
' nected  with  the  well-known  and  prosperous  mer- 
I cantile  firm  of  Ward  & Jones,  is  a native  of  Illi- 
' nois.  His  parents.  James  and  Elvira  (Henderson) 
Jones,  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  some  time 
I before  the  war  the  father,  with  his  family,  consist- 
ing of  his  wife  and  small  children,  moved  to  Illi- 
nois. There  both  parents  died,  the  father  in  1860 
and  the  mother  in  1868.  In  1866  Benjamin  F. 
Jones  came  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  commenced  w’orking  on  a 
farm,  where  he  continued  for  several  years.  In 
1869  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Osce- 
ola, which  he  continued  for  about  seven  years, 
when,  owing  to  financial  difficulties,  he  sold  out  to 
his  partner,  the  latter  agreeing  to  pay  all  indebt- 
edness. which  he  did  in  full.  After  this,  for  a 
' number  of  years,  he  was  engaged  in  planting  cot- 
ton, at  which  he  was  very  successful.  About  1885 
he  bonglit  the  interest  of  L.  Waril,  of  the  firm  of 
L.  Ward  A Son,  located  on  Frenchman’s  Bayou, 
and  formed  a partnership  under  the  firm  iLame  of 


W’ard  & Jones.  Since  that  time  the  firm  has  been 
very  prosperous,  their  annual  sales  running  from 
•SIO.OOO  to  §50,600,  and  in  connection  they  also  j 
carry  on  cotton  planting  quite  extensively,  the  firm 
being  the  owners  of  over  2,000  acres  of  the  rich  i 
land  about  Frenchman's  Bavou,  which  ranks  amougr 
the  most  fertile  tracts  on  the  continent.  They  have 
about  300  acres  under  the  plow,  the  remainder  yet 
in  timber,  but  each  year  they  add  greatly  to  their 
cleared  land..  Mr.  Jones  is  the  owner  of  over  1,000 
acres  in  his  own  riirht,  and  stands  amontr  the  fore- 
most  young  business  men  in  the  county.  He  is  al- 
w-ays  ready  with  open  hand  to  encourage  any  legit  j 
imate  enterprise,  and  is  a benefit  and  an  honor  to 
any  community  in  which  his  lot  is  cast.  He  is  a 
member  of  McGavock  Lodcre  No.  2754,  Knights 
of  Honor,  located  at  Frenchman's  B.ayou.  He 
wedded  Miss  Nannie  Ashburn,  dausrhter  of  Jack 
Ashburn,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  who  j 
came  with  his  father  from  Kentucky  when  a boy, 
or  in  the  year  1829.  He  died  when  his  daughter 
Nannie  was  but  a child.  His  wife  was  Mary  Ball. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones'  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  six  children,  all  living,  and  the  eldest  al)Out 
fourteen  years  of  age.  They  are  named  as  follows: 
Harry,  Cora,  Maud,  Pearl,  Annie,  and  Francis,  an 
infant  four  months  old.  In  all  his  ideas  and  tend- 
encies Mr.  Jones  is  progressive  and  enterprising,  a 
useful  member  of  society,  personally  and  in  busi- 
ness circles. 

T.  B.  Jones,  a successful  planter  and  a promi- 
nent merchant  of  Frencliman's  Bayou,  is  a native 
of  Illinois,  and  the  son  of  James  Jones,  who  died 
in  Illinois.  T.  B.  Jones  obtained  a good  practical 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  State,  and 
afterward  went  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years.  At  the  age  of  Twenty- 
three  years  he  came  to  Mississippi  County.  Ark., 
located  there,  and  although  his  means  were  very 
limited,  he  went  to  work  with  the  determination  to 
succeed,  and  i.s  now  the  owner  of  113  acres,  of 
which  he  has  sixty  under  cultivation.  On  this  he 
averages  about  one  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and 
in  addition  he  has  a general  store  in  which  he 
keeps  a full  line  of  goods  necessary  in  a country 
neighborhood.  He  has  placed  about  thirty  acres 
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under  cultivation,  made  all  the  other  improve- 
ments, building  a tine  frame  lesidence  with  about 
2,000  feet  of  tloorini:  and  two  stories  high.  He 
also  has  a frame  store-house  20x50  feet,  four  tene- 
ment houses  and  a barn.  His  marriage  occurred 
in  1S81  with  Miss  Lizzie  Hightower,  of  ^Mississippi 
County,  where  she  was  born  and  reared.  _Her 
father,  William  Hightower,  settled  in  Mississippi 
County,  Ark.,  at  an  early  day.  He  was  originally 
from  East  Tennessee,  his  wife  being  a native  of 
this  county.  They  died  in  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  when  Mrs.  Jones  was  small.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  has  been  born  one  child,  a daugh- 
ter named  Claudia.  Mr.  Jones  is  a memlier  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  157,  Frenchman's  Bayou. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Joyner.  The  people  of  Mississippi, 
as  well  as  surrounding  counties,  are  familiar  with 
the  name  that  heads  this  sketch,  and  for  many 
years  Dr.  Joyner  has  been  successfully  occupied 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  chosen  profession.  Dur- 
ing that  time  his  career  as  a practitioner  and 
tho'rough  student  of  medicine  has  won  for  him  no 
less  a reputation  than  have  his  personal  character- 
istics as  a citizen  and  neighbor.  He  was  born  in 
Stewart  County,  Tenn.  (Dover),  in  1838,  and  was 
reared  in  Smithland,  Livingston  County,  Ky.  He 
was  educated  at  Bethlehem,  and  in  the  Presbyterian 
Academy,  located  at  Salem,  Crittenden  County. 
In  1857  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Prof.  F.  L.  Sim,  of  Golconda,  111., 
where  he  studied  for  two  years,  and  then  entered 
the  Louisville  University,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  ISOI.  Later  he  came  to  Missis- 
sippi County,  commenced  practicing  on  French- 
man’s Bayou,  when  there  were  but  few  planters, 
and  soon  built  up  a very  lucrative  practice.  Not 
satisfied  merely  with  his  profession,  the  Doctor  has 
engaged  in  other  pursuits,  and  having  built  a large 
.store  room,  sold  goods  for  about  fifteen  years. 
He  sold  out  his  stock  of  goods  in  1888  to  W. 
H.  Pullen  & Co.,  to  whom  he  rents  the  building, 
and  the  Doctor  now  has  a complete  stock  of  drugs 
in  a building  w'hich  he  has  erected  just  acrass  the 
way,  and  where  he  now  keeps  a full  line  of  all  the 


requisites  necessary  for  a first-class  store.  He  has 
also  been  interested  in  planting  cotton,  having 
owned  a plantation  of  2-10  acres,  of  which  he  put  a 
considerable  share  under  cultivation,  but  this  he 
has  recently  sold.  The  Doctor  agrees  with  other 
prominent  medical  men,  that  Arkansas  is  as  healthy 
as  any  other  Southern  State,  and  the  people  are 
as  exempt  from  disease,  if  they  use  the  same  care, 
as  in  other  States.  Especially  does  this  apply  to 
those  who  keep  all  mud  holes  and  stagnant  pools 
tilled  up  or  drained  off.  Dr.  Joyner  was  a Whig 
in  his  political  preference  before  the  war,  and  says 
he  is  the  same  now,  but  since  coming  south  he 
has  allied  himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-third  Ar- 
kansas, and  served  most  of  the  time  in  the  State, 
acting  at  one  time  as  courier  to  some  of  Price’s  com- 
manders. His  marriage  with  Miss  Medora  Ward, 
daughter  of  Capt.  L.  Ward,  occurred  in  Memphis, 
and  soon  afterward  they  moved  to  Frenchman’s 
Bayou,  where  they  have  lived  ever  since,  with  the 
exception  of  about  six  months,  when  they  resided 
in  Arkansas  County,  near  Dewitt.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  by  six  children:  Leon,  at  home 
and  a cripple  from  birth;  DeWitt  O. . at  home; 
Effie  L.,  Clide  Y. , Constance  (Birdie),  and  Ruth 
Kerr,  an  infant.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P. . of  Progress  Lodge,  Memphis,  Tenn., 
and  is  also  a member  of  McGavock  Lodge  No. 
2754,  K.  of  H.  Mrs.  Joyner  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

W.  C.  King,  a physician  w'hose  skill  has  won 
him  a large  practice,  and  a man  who  stands  high  in 
the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 13,  1838,  at  Raleigh.  Shelby  County.  Tenn.. 
and  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  nine  children. 
His  parents  were  John  R.  and  Dosha  (Hector) 
King,  of  North  Carolina  and  Missouri,  respective- 
ly. The  father  was  engaged  in  mechanical  pur- 
suits, and  had  made  Tennessee  his  home  for  fifty 
years,  dying  there  in  1SS2,  four  years  after  the  de- 
mise of  his  wife.  In  his  youth  \oung  King  re- 
ceived the  best  education  obtainable,  and  attended 
school  at  home  until  his  seventeenth  year.  He 
then  took  ten  mouths'  study  at  Bethel  College.  Mc- 
Lemoresville,  Tenn..  and  afterwai'd  attended  school 
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at  Bartlett  fur  several  years.  In  1858  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Drs.  Duncan  and  Pryor 
as  his  preceptors,  both  well-known  physicians  of 
that  period,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  entered 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  until  his  graduation,  in  ^larch, 
1861.  He  then  returned  to  Tennessee,  and,  the 
war  having  just  about  commenced,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Regiment  of  Tennessee  Volunteers, 
remaining  with  them  one  year,  and  at  the  re-or- 
ganization  was  transferred  to  Company  A.  The 
Doctor  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloli.  Murfrees 
boro,  Chickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge,  being 
captured  at  the  last  named  place  and  taken  to 
Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he  was  held  a prisoner 
until  October  30.  of  the  following  year,  and  then 
escaped.  He  immediately  returned  home,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1865  began  to  practice  his  profes- 
sion in  Raleigh,  Tenn..  where  he  remained  itntil 
1867.  He  then  moved  to  Coahoma  County,  Miss., 
and  in  1868,  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Burrow,  of 
Georgia,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Reuben  Burrow,  a 
noted  Cumberland  Presbyterian  preacher,  whose 
ability  as  an  orator  and  revivalist  was  often  com- 
mented upon  by  the  press.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  war  Mr.  Burrow  raised  a company  of  men,  and 
was  placed  at  the  head  as  captain.  After  a year’s 
service  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  of 
his  regiment,  and  from  that  to  colonel,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  in  Gen.  Forrej.t's  command 
through  all  his  battles.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  again  entered  the  pulpit,  and  continued  preach- 
ing until  his  death,  in  1888.  This  gifted  man  was 
early  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  oratory  and  began 
preaching  when  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  Dr. 
King  continued  to  make  Coahoma  his  home  until 
1879,  practicing  medicine  all  the  while  with  great 
success,  in  the  meantime  engaging  in  planting 
and  also  merchandising.  He  lo.st  hi^i  wife  in  that 
year,  who  died  leaving  him  four  children  to  cher- 
ish in  her  stead.  Their  names  are  Kate,  wife  of 
J.  M.  Rol)inson,  of  this  count}  ; Mabel,  Dosha,  who 
died  in  infancy,  as  also  did  John  R.  Soon  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  the  Doctor  returned  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  resided  in  the  neigh!)orhood  of 
his  old  home  until  1887.  On  June  <>,  of  that  yi>ar. 


he  came  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  settled 
at  Pecan  Point,  where  he  remained  for  six  months, 
and  then  moved  to  Frenchman’s  Bayou,  where  he  I 

“ I 

has  located  permanently,  and  purchased  a residence 
in  the  most  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  place. 

He  was  an  entire  stranger  on  his  arrival,  but  soon  | 
built  up  a tine  practice  and  won  many  friends  by 
his  agreeable  manners  and  genial  disposition.  The 
Doctor  has  been  a Mason  since  1865,  formerly  be- 
longing to  Woodlawn  Lodge  at  Bartlett,  Tenn., 
and  now  a member  of  Frenchman's  Bayou  Lodge 
I No  251,  in  which  he  is  J.  D.  His  wife  was  a 
woman  of  considerable  literary  attainments,  and 
, when  only  fifteen  years  of  age  she  wrote  the  fare- 
well address  to  Company  D,  of  the  Raleigh  Vol- 
unteers. It  might  be  well  to  quote  a few  of  the 
Doctor’s  opinions  upon  a subject  that  has  agitated  j 
: the  Southern  people  to  some  extent.  He  takes 


the  white  and  colored  labor  of  the  South,  and  con-  ' 
tends  that  the  result  of  white  labor  is  much  more 
satisfactory  and  profftable;  that  the  climatic  in- 
fluences are  not  particularly  injurious  to  people  of  \ 
the  North  and  East,  and  that  they  will  And  the 
condition  of  health  in  this  county  equal  to  that  of  ' 

the  western  district  of  Tennessee,  or  any  other  | 
point  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  He  has  practiced  ] 
medicine  in  both  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  as 
well  as  in  Arkansas,  and  states  facts  that  have  come  i 
under  his  immediate  observation.  He  has  noticed 
that  the  citizens  of  this  county  who  take  proper 
care  of  themselves  enjoy  as  good  health  as  the  in- 
habitants of  almost  any  other  locality,  but  such 
occupations  as  hunting,  trapping,  etc,,  are  tr}ing 
to  the  strongest  constitutions,  and  people  who  in- 
dulge in  such  pursuits  are  subject  to  frequent  at- 
tacks of  illness. 

Louis  A.  Lafout,  a prominent  farmer  near  Os- 
ceola, was  born  in  New  Madrid  County,  IMo. . in 
1826,  and  was  the  third  child  in  a family  of  nine 
children  born  to  Anthony  and  Frances  Lafont.  of 
[Missouri  and  Indiana,  respectively.  The  father 
moved  to  New  Madrid  County  in  1810  ami  was  re 
siding  there  at  the  time  of  the  great  earthquake  in 
the  latter  part  of  that  year,  ami  during  which  he 
lost  his  tirst  wife,  who,  like  many  others,  died  from  * 
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fright  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Louis  A.  Lafont  ! 
gives  a vivid  description  and  recalls  many  interest- 
ing experiences  and  incidents  of  that  wonderful 
yet  disastrous  phenomenon,  which  he  remembers 
havinsr  heard  his  father  tell  about.  The  elder  La- 
font  died  there  in  1848.  his  second  wife  following 
him  in  T857.  Louis  remained  in  that  section  dur-  I 
ing  his  youth,  and  attended  some  of  the  best 
schools  in  that  district,  and  also  at  New  Albany,  ' 
Ind. , his  education  occupying  about  eleven  years  ■ 
of  his  life  altogether.  He  received  his  first  com- 
mercial experience  at  Point  Pleasant,  Mo.,  in  ; 
1848,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandise 
business,  and  remained  at  same  for  three  years. 
In  1853  he  moved  to  Metropolis,  111.,  and  entered 
into  mercantile  life  at  that  point,  also  manufactur 
ing  brick  and  contracting  for  erecting  buildings.  | 
His  reputation  was  rapidly  pushed  to  the  front  in 
that  line,  and  soon  afterward  he  built  a large  Hour- 
mill  for  himself,  which  he  put  up  at  an  expense  of  ! 
$30,000,  besides  many  fine  and  expensive  private  | 
residences.  He  continued  in  various  business  en-  j 
^ terprises  at  Metropolis  for  eighteen  years,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  ad-  i 
vancing  and  improving  the  town.  In  1872  Mr.  j 
Lafont  moved  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark. , and 
settled  on  Frenchman’s  Bayou,  where  he  com- 
menced farmincr  and  dealing  in  merchandise.  He 
remained  there  fifteen  years,  and  then  moved  to  ; 
Sans  Souci.  where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  In 
1853  Mr.  Lafont  was  married  to  Miss  Malinda 
Chote,  of  Massac  County,  111.,  and  nine  children  , 
have  Ijeen  Ixu-n  to  this  union,  of  whom  six  have  | 
died.  The  names  of  all  are  Augustus  (deceased),  : 
I Eugene,  Lina,  Fannie,  Mary  (deceased),  ^yillie 
: (deceased),  Charles  (deceased),  Walter  (deceased),  ; 

' and  Dickey  (deceased).  Mr.  Lafont  met  with  a ' 
sad  misfortime  in  disagreeing  with  his  wife,  and 
was  legally  divorced;  after  a sufficient  i)eriod  of  time 
he  was  married  to  Miss  lola  Hanna,  of  Illinois, 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  Hanna,  of  Massac  County, 
111.,  from  which  union  they  have  had  three  chil-  j 
dren:  Clarence  (deceasetl),  Edgar  (deceased)  and 
Grover  Cleveland.  Sans  Souci  has  a valuable  citi- 
zen in  5Ir.  Lafont  and  one  to  whom  she  can  point 
with  pride.  No  man  has  displayed  more  enter 


prise  and  desire  to  see  his  county  and  his  town 
tOsceola)  take  rank  among  the  most  important 
places  of  Arkansas  than  this  gentleman,  and  cer- 
tainly no  citizen  enjoys  a greater  popularity  than 
he  does,  both  in  business  and  social  circles. 

Clarence  Lafont.  Nowhere  in  all  Mississippi 
County  is  to  be  found  any  young  man  of  more 
energy  or  force  of  character  than  Clarence  Lafont 
possesses,  and  no  young  agriculturist  is  deserving 
of  greater  success  in  the  conduct  and  management 
of  a farm  than  he.  His  birth  occurred  near  where 
Osceola  now'  stands,  on  what  is  called  Hill  Place, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  N.  B.  and  Yiola  V.  (Willson) 
Lafont.  The  father  was  born  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and  moved  to  Osceola,  Ark.,  in  about  1867. 
Being  a man  alive  to  all  business  enterprises,  he 
not  only  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in 
connection  also  carried  on  merchandising  for  two 
years.  After  this  he  continued  farming,  and  in 
1870  purchased  about  300  acres  of  land  on  French- 
man’s Bayou,  located  there  and  cultivated  about 
200  acres  of  land.  He  w’as  a man  w'ell  known  and 
much  respected  for  his  many  good  qualities,  and 
his  death,  w'hich  occurred  in  1885,  was  univer~allv 
regretted.  He  left  two  children:  Miss  Ella,  now 
residing  in  Osceola,  and  Clarence.  The  latter  re- 
ceived his  education  at  Covington,  Tenn.,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  Osceola.  After  the  death  of 
his  father  he  cleared  lOO  acres  of  land,  and  now  all 
together  has  300  acres  of  cleared  land  and  several 
hundred  acres  of  timber.  This  year,  besides  his 
own  land,  he  has  rented  ICO  acres,  and  runs  from 
thirty  to  seventy-five  hands,  whom  he  supplies 
from  his  store.  This  year  he  will  i-aise  on  the 
home  place  some  200  bales  of  cotton,  at  a cost  of 
about  810  per  bale.  Mr.  Lafont  is  only  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  but  for  good  management  and 
other  business  qualifications  his  equal  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  county.  He  carries  on  a farm  of  from 
100  to  300  acres,  and,  wdiile  cotton  is  the  principal 
crop,  he  also  raises  enough  corn  to  last  through  the 
year. 

F.  R.  Lani(^r.  A lifetime  of  hard,  earnest  en- 
deavor, in  pursuing  the  various  occu[>ations  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged,  especially  in  his 
farming  enterprises,  coupled  with  strict  intt'grity. 
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honesty  of  purpose  and  liberality,  has  tended  to  I 
place  Mr.  Lanier  among  the  highly  honored  and  | 
successful  men  of  Mississippi  County.  He  was  i 
born  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1829,  and 
is  a son  of  Isaac  H.  and  grandson  of  Isaac  Lanier, 
the  latter  being  one  of  a large  family  that  were 
born  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  The  mater-  i 

i 

nal  grandfather,  Bernard  Vanleer,  was  an  iron 
manufacturer  of  Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  re- 
moved to  Tennessee,  where  he  followed  the  same 
occupation,  and  made  a large  foiiune.  his  son-in- 
law,  Isaac  H.  Lanier,  being  associated  with  him 
in  this  business.  When  the  latter  had  accpiired 
sufficient  means  he  came  to  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  in  1832,  and  purchased  a tract  of  land,  con- 
sisting of  1,500  acres,  on  which  he  moved  his  fam- 
ily four  years  later,  his  children  being  Samuel  B.  ' 
and  F.  R.  His  landed  possessions  increased  until  i 
they  finally  reached  an  extent  of  3.000  acres,  all  of  : 
which  was  acquired  by  strict  perseverance,  and  at- 
tention to  business.  His  death,  which  was  lament- 
ed by  all  who  knew  him,  occurred  in  1847,  but, 
unlike  many  men.  he  left  his  wife  and  two  sons 
well  provided  for.  His  eldest  son,  S.  B. , died  in 
1872,  and  his  wddow  survived  him  until  1884,  ' 
when  she,  too,  died,  having  made  her  home  with 
her  son,  F.  R. , up  to  the  time  of  her  death.  The 
latter  was  favored  with  exceptionally  fine  educa- 
tional advantages,  which  he  improved  to  the  ut- 
most extent,  and  after  attending  the  common 
schools  of  Nashville  he  went  to  school  at  Ran- 
dolph, and  also  to  the  ^Mountain  Academy  at  Cov- 
ington, Tenn.,  becoming  thereby  well  equipped  to 
fight  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  went  to  Brownsport,  Tenn.,  and 
built  what  w’as  known  as  Brownsport  Furnace,  it 
being  the  first  hot-blast  furnace  built  in  the  State, 
and  w'as  for  many  years  one  of  the  largest  furnaces 
in  the  State.  After  managing  this  successfully 
for  about  four  years  he  sold  out,  and  moved  back 
to  the  plantation,  on  which  he  remained  until  the 
bnuiking  out  of  the  war  lietw'een  the  States.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  peo])leuf  Mis- 
sissippi County  in  the  convention  that  passed  the 
ordinance  of  secession,  which  convened  the  4th  of 
March,  1861,  and  in  which  the  State  was  witlidrawn 


from  the  Union,  and  Mr.  Lanier  signed  his  name 
to  this  ordinance.  Only  two  copies  are  in  exist- 
ence, one  of  which  he  has  in  his  possession,  and 
keeps  in  a safe  in  Memphis.  In  company  with  the 
late  Dr.  Luke  P.  Blackburn,  who  was  afterward 
governor  of  Kentucky,  he  volunteered  as  aid  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Sterling  Price,  and  it  was  but  a 
short  time  until  he  w^as  appointed  inspector  of 
mines  and  furnaces  for  the  Confederate  States, 
which  pusition  he  held  until  he  was  captured  at 
Selma,  Ala. , in  April,  1865,  by  Gen.  Wilson,  from 
whom  he  succeeded  in  making  his-  escape.  He 
then,  after  the  surrender  of  the  Southern  army, 
made  his  way  homo,  which  he  reached  without  any 
means  whatsoever  wdth  w’hich  to  improve  his  farm 
and  clear  it  of  debt,  it  having  become  badly  in- 
volved for  security  debts.  He  settled  in  Memphis, 
and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  in  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Monsarratt  and  Maj.  R.  C.  Winter- 
smith,  the  firm  taking  the  name  of  Monsarratt, 
Lanier  & Co.  They  did  exceptionally  well  in  this 
business  for  a few  years,  then  Mr.  Lanier  em- 
barked in  the  oil  industry,  establishing  the  Bluff 
City  Oil  Company,  the  oil  being  manufactured  from 
the  cotton  seed.  He  remained  in  this  business 
until  he  acquired  sufficient  means  with  which  to 
clear  his  farm  from  debt— it  being  involved  to  the 
extent  of  .875,000 — and  in  1SS5  settled  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  commenced  to  put  in  tillable 
shape  once  more,  it  having  growni  up  to  bntsh  and 
wood  during  his  absence.  Since  returning  he  has 
cleared  about  300  acres  in  the  home  place  and  130 
acres  in  a farm  adjacent.  He  employs  about  10t> 
people  on  his  plantations.  In  1882  he  made  a trip 
to  Europe,  in  the  interest  of  the  cotton-seed  oil  busi 
ness,  and  visited  all  the  principal  cities  of  Great 
Britain — Glasgow,  Liverpool,  London,  Manches- 
ter, Leeds,  Hull,  on  the  North  Sea,  and  took  a 
pleasure  trip  to  Paris.  He  investigated  many  of 
the  cotton  seed  oil-mills  of  the  old  world,  and  savs 
that  they  make  much  more  oil  in  Europe  than  they 
do  in  the  United  States,  although  they  get  the 
most  of  their  seed  from  this  country.  Egypt  and 
India.  In  1855  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
Norvell,  a daugliter  of  Moses  Norvell,  a merchant 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  died  there  the  year  be 
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fore  his  daughter’s  marriage,  followed  by  his  wufe 
a few  years  later.  Mrs.  Lanier  died  in  Memphis, 
Teun. , in  1885,  never  having  borne  any  children. 
Mrs.  Lanier,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  in 
1884,  at  her  son’s  home  in  Memphis.  ■ 5Ir.  Lanier 
has  always  been  active  in  politics,  and  is  a Democrat 
in  his  views.  He  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  for  many  years  has  been  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Felix  R.  Lanier,  Jr.,  is  a member  of  the  well- 
known  and  substantial  mercantile  firm  of  L.  A. 
Morris  & Co.,  of  Osceola,  and  although  quite  a 
young  man  he  has  attained  a place  among  the 
mercantile  interests  of  the  county,  which  is  by  no 
means  an  inferior  one,  and  one  which  many  older 
in  years  and  experience  might  well  feel  proud  to 
occupy.  His  biith  occurred  in  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  in  1857,  and  he  is  the  youngest  child  born 
to  Samuel  B.  and  Fannie  (Falls)  Lanier.  [See 
sketch  of  Felix  R.  Lanier,  Sr.]  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Isaac  H.  Lanier,  was  greatly  inter- 
ested in  iron  manufacturing  in  Tennessee,  and 
came  to  this  county  at  an  early  day,  being  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  county.  Soon  after  coming 
here,  he  was  joined  by  his  sons,  Felix  and  Samuel, 
and  they  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  on  the 
river  eight  miles  below  where  Osceola  now  stands. 
There  they  made  many  extensive  improvements, 
but  the  old  farm  has  since  been  entirely  swept  away. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  grandfather,  the  estate  be- 
came the  property  of  the  boys,  and  after  the  death 
of  Samuel,  his  brother  Felix  became  the  owner  of 
the  property.  Felix  R.  Lanier.  Jr.,  assisted  on  the 
farm  and  attended  the  school  at  Memphis  until  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  He  then  returned  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and  this  occupation 
continued  until  a short  time  since.  On  February 
20,  1888,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lloyd 
Taylor,  a native  of  Osceola,  and  the  result  of  this 
union  has  been  one  child,  a son  named  Felix.  In 
February  of  1888,  the  year  of  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Lanier  entered  the  business  of  L.  A.  iNIorris  as 
partner,  under  the  tirm  name  of  L.  A.  Morris  A 
Co.  They  do  a general  commission  business,  buy- 
ing country  [)roduce,  cotton,  etc.  Having  been  a 
resident  of  Mississippi  County  all  his  life.  Mr. 


Lanier  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  country,  and 
always  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  things  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presl)yterian  Church. 

J.  A.  Leatherwood  is  a man  whom  nature  seems 
to  have  especially  designed  to  be  a planter,  for. 
owing  to  his  desire  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten 
path,  and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and  improved 
methods,  together  with  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment, he  has  met  with  more  than  the  average 
degree  of  success  in  pursuing  his  calling.  He 
was  born  in  Tishomingo  County,  Miss.,  in  1S5S. 
and  there  received  his  education  in  tlie  dis- 
trict schools,  which,  in  his  day.  w'ere  not  of  the 
best.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  began  clerk- 
ing  in  a store  belonging  to  S.  N.  DeWoody.  who 
was  afterward  succeeded  by  J.  J.  Comon  A Co. , of 
whom  Gov.  Stone,  of  Mississippi,  was  the  “Co.'’ 
and  the  leading  member  of  the  tirm.  He  remained 
with  them  for  about  three  years,  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  in  all  its  de- 
tails. In  1885  he  came  to  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  settled  on  a plantation  with  his 
brother,  J.  D.  Leatherwood.  they  renting  a tract 
of  land  consisting  of  2O0  acres,  which  they  ilevoted 
to  the  raising  of  cotton,  and  employed  from  twenty 
to  thirty  hands.  Two  years  later  they  rented  the 
Idaho  Landing  plantatirm.  which  place  they  iiave 
leased  for  seven  years.  They  have  a steam  cotton- 
gin,  and  aside  from  this  anil  farming  they  are  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  conducting  a mercantile 
establishment,  and  are  in  possession  of  the  landing 
at  the  river,  where  they  conduct  a large  woodyardi. 
J.  A.  Leatherwood  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  ISO. 
of  the  K.  of  H.  J.  D.  Leatherwood  is  a itatiNe  of 
Tishomingo  County,  iMiss. . where  he  was  born  m 
1801,  his  educational  advantages  being  about  the 
same  as  his  brother’s.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  luka.  Mi-^s. . hut 
at  the  end  of  three  years  came  with  his  brother  to 
Mississippi  C’ounty,  Ark.,  where  he  has  sitice  been 
following  the  occui'ation  of  a planter  and  mer- 
chant. In  ISST  he  was  mtirried  to  Miss  Di.vie  Dean 
of  Iuk;i,  IMiss. . by  whom  he  had  one  child.  Lloyd, 
who  died  in  inftincy. 
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eigii  birth  represented  within  the  pages  of  this 
volume,  l)iit  none  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  Mr.  Liston,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1838, 
and  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of  four  children, 
the  result  of  the  union  of  Patrick  and  Julia  (Ahern) 
Liston.  The  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1847,  settled  in  Kentucky  and  there  the 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  They  passed  i 
the  balance  of  their  days  in  that  State,  the  mother 
dying  in  1853  and  the  father  in  1867.  James'Lis- 
ton  attended  St.  Peter’s  school  in  Louisville,  un- 
til fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Iowa  and 
was  engaged  in  working  on  a farm  for  two  years. 
He  then  came  back  to  Louisville  and  clerked  in  a 
wholesale  grain  house  until  1802,  when  he  went  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  was  employed  as  wagon 
master  until  1866.  After  this  he  returned  to 
Louisville,  where  he  commenced  the  grocery  and 
general  hauling  business  until  1870,  when  he  discon- 
tinued this  and  commenced  railroad  contract  work 
on  the  Louisville  & Paducah  Railroad,  also  the 
Brownville  & Durham  Railroad.  He  then  resumed 
his  former  business  in  Louisville,  which  he  carried 
on  for  one  year,  and  then,  in  1873,  came  to  Osceola, 
where  he  worked  for  W.  P.  Hale  as  general  work- 
man  for  about  six  years.  During  this  time  he  started 
a small  store,  which  was  conducted  by  his  family. 
In  1879  he  started  his  present  extensive  business, 
which  has  been  growing  larger  every  year.  Mr. 
Liston  purchased  quite  extensive  town  property, 
which  is  yearly  advancing  in  value.  He  also  owns 
a half  interest  in  a tract  of  100  acres  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county.  He  is  quite  active,  polit- 
ically, and  has  held  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace 
and  treasurer  of  the  county,  also  the  position  of  al- 
derman, with  the  exception  of  four  years,  ever  since 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  in  1874.  Mr.  Lis- 
ton buys  all  country  produce,  cotton,  etc.,  and  has 
a well  selected  stock  of  goods.  He  met  IMiss 
Honora  O’Donell,  also  a native  of  Ireland,  and 
was  united  in  marriage  to  her  in  1857.  This  happy 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
di’en,  only  one  now  living,  Anna.  The  two  de- 
ceased are  Patrick  and  Michael.  Mr.  Liston  is  an 
active  worker  in  school  matters,  and  all  things  prom- 
ising to  contribute  to  the  good  of  this  section. 


William  Long  is  deserving  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  efforts  throughout  life,  for  it  has 
been  his  aim  to  be  upright  arid  honest,  and  he  has 
wronged  no  one  but  has  aided  many.  He  has 
always  been  frugal  and  industrious,  these  sterling 
qualities  being  inherited  from  his  sturdy  Scotch 
and  German  ancestors,  and  he  is  an  acknowledged 
representative  agriculturist  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  White  County,  111.,  in  1830,  and  was  the 
fourth  of  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Harbart  Long  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Rutledge)  Peak,  the  former  being  born  in  North 
Carolina  and  the  latter  in  South  Carolina.  The 
father  was  a sturdy  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  met  his 
death  by  drowning  in  1835,  followed  by  his  wife’s 
death  live  years  later.  Like  so  many  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  this  county  at  the  present  time, 
our  subject  was  initiated  into  farm  life  from  the 
very  first,  and  this  has  continued  to  be  the  call- 
ing to  which  his  attention  has  been  directed.  He 
settled  in  the  northeast  part  of  Mississippi  County 
in  1853,  and  first  worked  as  a farm  hand,  and  later- 
rented  ground  for  a few'  years.  In  1860  he  bought 
eighty  acres  in  Chickasaw'ba  Township,  near  the 
present  town  of  Blythesville,  on  which  he  began  im- 
mediately to  make  improvements,  and  soon  bad  a 
house  built  and  a number  of  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, but  the  war  interfered  with  his  labors,  for  he 
w-as  taken  prisoner  in  1864.  After  obtaining  his 
release  he  entered  the  Confederate  service,  being 
a member  of  Capt.  Sawyer’s  company,  Twenty- 
third  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  was  on  scout  and 
skirmish  duty.  Since  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
he  has  given  his  time  to  developing  and  improving 
his  property,  and  has  fifty  of  his  160  acres  of  land 
under  tillage.  His  farm  is  very  advantageous! v 
situated,  about  one  mile  from  Blythesville,  and  can 
nearly  all  be  cultivated.  On  it,  at  the  present 
time,  is  a splendid  orchard  with  many  varieties  of 
choice  fruits.  In  1877  he  and  T.  P.  Davis  built  a 
I horse-gin  which  they  operated  one  year,  then  an 
engine  was  put  in,  and  the  next  year  Mr.  Long 
i became  proprietor  of  the  property,  w-hich  he  has 
since  improved  and  enlarged  considerably.  In  the 
fall  of  1888  he  ginned  464  bales  of  cotton.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  in  May,  1857,  to  5Iiss  M. 
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A.  Turpin,  and  their  union  was  blessed  in  the 
birth  of  the  following  family : Mary  E. , wife  of  A. 
J.  Nippin,  of  this  coimty;  xllice,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Hettie,  w'ho  died  in  infancy; 
Martha  Ann,  Emma  D.,  John  H. , and  one  that 
died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Mrs.  Long  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Long 
has  inherited  many  of  the  sterling  qualities  of  his 
father,  and  is  in  every  way  a conservative,  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

John  A.  Lovewell,  a prominent  farmer,  and  at 
present  deputy  sheriff  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
is  a native  of  Warrick  County,  Ind.,  born  in  1848, 
and  the  younger  of  two  sons  born  to  William  A. 
and  Charlotte  (Bohall)  Ijovewell,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Indiana,  respectively.  The  father  w’as 
a building  contractor,  and  while  following  this 
business  in  Natchez,  Miss.,  in  1850,  he  was  taken 
sick  and  died.  The  mother  followed  him  to  the 
grave  nine  years  later.  She  was  married  again 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  and  in  1856 
the  family  emigrated  to  Arkansas.  John  A.  Love- 
well  was  taught  the  rudiments  of  farming  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  and  commenced  for  himself  at 
an  early  age.  He  came  to  Osceola  in  1863,  and 
in  1870  rented  land  and  made  his  first  crop.  Two 
years  later  he  met  and  married  Mrs.  Margaret 
Murray,  nee  Edington,  a native  of  ^Mississippi 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  William  B.  Edington, 
who  came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  period,  and 
bought  from  the  Indians  the  land  where  Osceola 
now  stands.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  till- 
ing the  soil  there  until  his  death.  Since  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Lovewell  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
on  a small  scale,  and  the  energetic  and  v/ide-a- 
wake  manner  in  which  he  has  taken  advantage  of 
all  methods  and  ideas  tending  to  enhance  the 
value  of  his  property  has  ha<l  a great  deal  to  do 
with  his  obtaining  the  competence  wdiich  he  now' 
enjoys.  In  1881-82,  he  was  the  county  assessor, 
and  prior  to  this  he  was  constable  for  two  years. 
At  present  he  is  serving  as  deputy  under  Sheriff 
Hayes.  To  the  marriage  of  iMr.  and  iMrs.  Love- 
well have  been  born  seven  children,  four  now  liv- 
ing; James  H. , John  Freeman.  Poindexter  Dunn 
and  Himh  McVei<rh.  Those  deceased  are  Lena 


who  died  August  28,  1874.  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Margaret  Lula,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Harry  G.,  who  died  July  16.  1886.  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

1 Dudley  Lynch,  another  prominent  tiller  of  the 
soil  in  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  is  a native  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  w'here  he  was  born  on  the  2Sth 
^ of  March.  1815,  and  is  one  of  sixteen  children  born 
I to  Jerry  and  Mary  Ann  Lynch,  natives  of  South 
Carolina  and'  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father 
w'as  a prominent  farmer  in  his  native  State,  and 
died  in  Hickman.  Dudley  Lynch-  assisted  his 
father  in  the  necessary  duties  upon  the  farm  until 
fifteen  years  of  age.  and  then  began  working  on  a 
I Government  snag  boat,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed during  the  winter  season  for  a number  of 
years.  On  April  13,  1837.  he  came  to  Arkansas, 

I settled  in  Mississippi  County,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  getting  out  cypress  stave  shingles,  and  was  also 
^ engaged  in  the  general  lumber  business.  At  the 
same  time  he  entered  a tract  of  land.  160  acres,  on 
I which  he  still  resides.  Mr.  Lynch  was  married  to 
' Miss  "Wallace  in  1846,  and  two  children  w'ere  the 
result  of  this  union,  both  now  deceased;  Robert 
Dennis  and  Mary.  His  second  marriage  was  wnth 
Elizabeth  Hearn,  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hearn,  an  early  settler  of  this 
county.  Three  living  children  are  the  result  of 
this  marriage;  Beckey.  wife  of  Mr.  McKinney; 
1 Martha,  wife  of  Mr.  Martin,  residing  on  our  sub- 
ject’s farm,  and  Dudley,  who  married  Miss  Jennie 
' Lock,  and  resides  at  Lynch  Landing.  Mrs.  Lynch 
died  January  2,  1861.  For  his  third  wife  ilr. 
Lynch  chose,  in  1865,  Mrs.  IMartha  Ann  Bertt 
, (widow  of  Joseph  Bertt,  a native  of  Wisconsin). 
Mrs.  Bertt  w'as  a native  of  Missouri,  and  wuis  the 
mother  of  one  child  by  her  first  marriage.  V.  Y. 
Bertt,  who  is  at  present  mail  agent  on  the  Anchor 
i Line  steamboats.  Mr.  Bertt  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
i federate  army  soon  after  his  marriage,  and  served 
with  Gen.  Price.  He  was  wounded  at  Springfield, 
and  died  there  soon  after.  His  son,  V.  V.  Bertt. 
attended  the  jmblic  schools  of  Osceola  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  spent  his  youth  on  his  .step 
father’s  farm.  In  1887  he  was  employetl  on  the 
Government  works  at  Memphis,  and  Felu'uary 
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28,  1889,  he  secured  his  appointment  as  mail  agent 
1 on  the  above  named  steamboats,  which  position  he 
holds  at  the  present  time.  Van. , as  he  is  familiarly 
I called,  is  a young  man  of  pleasing  manners,  cour- 
i teoiis  and  agreeable,  and  one  of  the  rising  young 
• men  of  this  section.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
I Mrs.  Lynch  these  children  have  been  born: 
i Minerva  Emma,  wife  of  F.  L.  McGee,  residing 
nearElmot;  John  D. , who  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
I teen  years;  Peter  Calvin,  who  was  accidentally  shot 
' on  the  21st  of  November,  1SS4;  Julia  Ann,  James 
L.  and  Lena  Lillian.  On  the  tract  of  land  that 
Mr.  Lynch  originally  entered  he  now  has  the  en- 
tire tract  under  cultivation,  all  well  fenced,  with  a 
good  orchard.  He  has  other  farms  which  he  has 
improved,  and  his  children  are  residing  on  these. 
Lynch’s  Landing,  which  was  opened  on  Mr. 
Lynch’s  place  in  1881,  was  named  in  honor  of  him. 

Margaret  L.  AIcFadden,  the  widow  of  Robert 
McFadden,  and  a daughter  of  John  Hill,  was  born 
in  Tennessee  in  1840.  Her  father  moved  to  Mis- 
sissippi County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  settled  on 
Frenchman’s  Bayou,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
of  that  section.  Here  he  bought  a tract  of  land 
which  had  very  few  improvements  on  it,  but  he 
I soon  put  it  in  such  good  condition  that  he  sold  it 
j at  a handsome  profit.  He  next  bought  100  acres 
of  land,  with  about  half  of  it  cleared,  on  Carson’s 
Lake,  and  after  an  active  and  busy  life  died,  in 
1872,  at  this  place,  two  years  previous  to  his  wife's 
decease.  His  daughter,  Margaret,  was  married,  in 
! 1866,  to  Mr.  McFadden,  of  Tennessee,  in  which 

' State  the  young  couple  made  their  home  until  Mrs. 

I McFadden’ s father  died,  when  they  removed  to 
I Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Mississippi  County.  One 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  partly  improved  land 
j were  purchased  on  Frenchman’s  Bayou,  which  Mr. 

, McFadden  added  to  during  his  life  until  he  had 
I all  together  500  acres  of  the  best  land  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  100  acres  of  it  cleared.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  educational  matters,  and  served 
several  terms  as  school  director.  His  natural 
leanicig  toward  oratory  led  him  to  adopt  the  pnlpit, 
and  shortly  afterward  he  was  ordained  a Mission- 
ary Baj)tist  preacher.  It  was  in  this  capacity  that 
he  became  widely  known,  and  he  was  one  of  the 


most  highly  e.steemed  citizens  of  that  section.  His 
death  occurred  in  1SS4,  and  since  his  demise  Mrs. 
AIcFadden  has  continued  the  farming  interests; 
up  to  date  she  has  cleared  sixty  additional  acres, 
besides  buying  200  acres  more.  She  is  a woman 
of  tine  business  ability,  and  understands  thorough- 
I ly  how  to  conduct  her  various  affairs.  She  also 
owns  a herd  of  fine  stock,  and  her  natural  shrewd- 
ness and  good  judgment  in  all  matters  of  business 
are  well  knowm.  Mrs.  McFadden  is  a member  of 
the  Frenchman’s  Bayou  Baptist  Church,  and  lis- 
tens to  sermons  from  the  same  pulpit  in  which  her 
w'orthy  husband  preached  in  his  life-time.  Their  : 
union  grave  them  five  children;  Paulina,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Katie  Lee,  who  died 
in  her  third  year;  James  R.,  who  dieil  when 
three  years  of  age;  Laura  and  .John  R.,  the  latter 
attending  school  at  Gardner,  Tenn.  In  John 
H.  Hill’s  family  there  w'ere  eleven  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy,  and  nine  lived  to  ma- 
turity: Parthenia,  married  to  Joseph  Holmes,  and 
died  in  1877;  Martha  Ann,  married  in  1855,  her 
husband  being  .James  Grant,  and  died  August  25,  | 

1862 ; the  next  child  w’as  Mi-s.  McF adden ; then  .John 
M. , who  died  in  1879;  George  Washington,  who 
died  from  yellow  fever  in  1873;  Andrew^  J.,  who 
died  in  1877 ; Kate  V. , wife  of  John  Sissel,  a resident 
of  Frenchman’s  Bayou;  Bethel,  who  died  in  1889, 
and  Joseph  N.  Mrs.  McFadden  is  a charming 
lady,  and  very  popular  with  her  neighbors,  and  , 
though  often  urged  to  change  her  widowhood  and 
become  once  more  a bride,  she  still  remains  true  to 
the  memory  of  her  departed  husband. 

Edward  J.  McGavock  (deceased)  was  a man  well 
known  to  the  early  settlers  of  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  and  was  respected  for  his  manly,  straight- 
forward course  through  life,  and  beloved  by  all  for 
his  noble  Christian  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  He 
was  a son  of  Jacob  McGavock  of  Nashville.  Tenn., 
and  was  born  in  that  city  December  17,  1828,  be- 
ing favored  in  his  youth  with  exceptionally  fine 
educational  opportunities,  which  he  did  not  fail  to 
improve.  He  entered  the  Nashville  University,  of 
which  institution  his  grandfather.  Felix  Grundy, 
and  his  uncle,  .J.  M.  Bass,  were  trustees  at  the  same 
time  that  Gen.  Andrew  .Jackson  was  a member  of 
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the  board,  and  to  his  excellent  natural  abilities  he 
added  a tine  education.  About  the  year  1832,  Fe- 
lix Grundy,  with  his  two  sons-in-law,  John  M. 
Bass  and  Jacob  McGavock,  came  to  Mississippi 
County,  Ark. , and  purchased  large  tracts  of  land 
at  and  about  Pecan  Point,  which  included  the 
Shawnee  Village  and  Dickinson’s  Mill,  the  whole 
purchase  consisting  of  about  20,000  acres,  besides 
about  3,000  acres  on  the  lower  end  of  Island  No. 
35,  lying  opposite  Pecan  Point,  xlll  this  property  i 
is  still  retained  in  the  family,  with  the  exception  of 
1,500  acres,  now  owned  by  R.  W.  Friend  of  Pecan 
Point.  Edward  J.  McGavock  was  the  third  child  in 
a family  of  seven  children  born  to  Jacob  and  Louisa 
C.  (Grundy)  McGavock  [a  history  of  whom  is  given 
in  the  sketch  of  Dr.  McGavock].  After  leaving 
college,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Young  of 
Mississippi,  and  soon  after  began  taking  charge  of 
the  Pecan  Point  plantation,  which  he  successfully 
managed  until  the  opening  up  of  the  war,  w'hen  he 
enlisted  in  the  Fiftv- seventh  Tennessee  Reo-iment, 
Confederate  States  Army,  and  was  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  many  tierce  engagements.  He  was  at 
Franklin,  Tenn. , where  the  Confederate  troops 
made  one  of  their  finest  chargres,  and  duringr  his 
! military  career  was  appointed  to  the  position  of 
assistant  quartermaster-general,  which  position  he 
held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  returned 
to  the  Pecan  Point  plantation,  in  Mississippi  Coun- 
ty, where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  7,  1880,  in  New  Or 
leans.  La.,  having  been,  during  life,  among  the 
foremost  planters  of  Mississippi  County,  and  a 
man  of  irreproachable  morals.  His  hrst  wife  died 
in  1861,  after  giving  birth  to  three  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity;  Frank  Young  McGavock, 
a sketch  of  whom  appears  farther  on;  Louise, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Tyner,  of  Texas,  where  she  died 
without  issue,  and  Ella,  who  was  married  to  Shel- 
don Wilson,  of  New  Orleans,  and  now  resides  in 
Florida,  the  mother  of  one  child.  While  at  Col- 
umbus, Miss.,  in  1866,  ^Ir.  iMcGavock  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Scott  Eskridge,  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  father  of  two  children;  iMary  Eskridge, 
who  is  an  accomplished  young  lady,  and  has  been 
attending  school  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Ed.  J., 


, who  is  receiving  his  education  at  Hanover,  Ya., 
j and  is  now  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark. , for  his  health. 

Mrs.  McGavock’ s father.  Judge  T.  P.  Eskridge, 
i was  a resident  of  Crittenden  County,  Ark.,  but 
i originally  came  from  Virginia,  where  he  belonged 
to  one  of  the  first  families  of  that  State.  He  re- 
ceived a collegiate  education,  and  shortly  after  (in 
1821)  came  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  the  coun- 
trv  at  that  time  being  almost  wholly  a wilderness, 
inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  animals.  He  be- 
came a member  of  the  superior  court  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  affairs  of 
the  State  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Crit- 
tenden County  in  1835.  He  left  two  children;  B. 
Byrum  E.  and  Elizabeth  Scott  E.  His  death  was 
deeply  lamented  by  his  widow  and  children,  and 
bv  his  many  friends  throughout  the  Territory.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Mary  Byrum.  a daughter  of  Benja- 
min S.  Byrum,  of  Concordia  Parish,  La.  They 
are  of  old  French  Huguenot  stock,  their  ancestors 
havino- taken  refuse  in  America  in  the  last  centurv. 
Mrs.  McGavock  and  her  family  are  pleasantly  sit- 
uated on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Pecan  Point.  The  house  is  a large,  old-fashioned 
building,  and  is  surrounded  by  a large  peach  and 
apple  orchard,  back  of  which  is  one  of  the  finest 
plantations  in  the  county,  consisting  of  1,000  acres 
of  land,  of  which  300  or  -100  acres  are  in  a fine  state 
of  cultivation.  The  sisters  and  brothers  of  E.  J. 
McGavock  are  Mrs.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  Nashville;  Mrs. 
James  Todd,  Louisville.  Ivy. ; Dr.  F.  G . McGavock, 
Ark.;  John  J.  McGavock,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Dr.  F.  G.  McGavock,  proprietor  of  the  IMcGa- 
vock  plantation,  and  whose  postoffice  is  in  the 
southern  part  of  ^Mississippi  County,  is  one  of 
those  rare  characters  now'  so  seldom  met.  A real 
Southern  crentleman,  in  bis  veins  flows  the  best 
blood  of  America,  and  of  this  the  Doctor  is  justly 
proud.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Felix 
Grundy,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  was  contempo- 
rary with  Andrew  Jackson.  5Ir.  Grundy,  in  com- 
pany with  his  two  sons-in-law,  Jacob  51cGavock 
(father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch)  and  John  M. 
Bass,  all  of  Nashville,  made  large  purchases  of 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  Mississippi  County. 
Ark.,  about  the  year  1833,  on  which  they  opened 
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up  large  plantations  -with  slave  labor.  At  the  same 
time  they  held  their  residence  in  Nashville,  where 
Dr.  F.  G.  McGavock  was  burn  in  the  year  1832. 
James  McGavock,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
the  Doctor,  came  from  Courity  Antrim.  Ireland,  in 
1728,  and  settled  in  Rockbridge  County.  Va. , 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Mary  Cloyd, 
daughter  of  David  Cloyd,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1700.  They  then  moved  to  Wythe  County, 
Va.,  where  they  raised  a large  family,  and  became 
very  wealthy  in  the  course  of  time.  His  son, 
Hugh  McGavock,  was  proprietor  of  the  Max  Mead- 
ows estate,  which  is  still  in  the  family.  Here  was 
born  Jacob  McGavock,  the  father  of  the  Doctor, 
in  1790.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  went  to 
Nashville,  Tenn. , acting  as  deputy  in  the  circuit 
I clerk’s  office  for  a few  years,  when  he  was  ap- 
I pointed  United  States  circuit  clerk,  which  ])osition 
I he  held  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
when  he  acted  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  Confed- 
eracy. When  the  Federal  troops  took  Nashville, 
Mr.  McGavock  was  arrested  for  high  treason,  but 
was  released  on  the  evidence  of  Judge  Catron, 

1 then  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
who  testified  that  Mr.  McGavock  had  turned  his 
books  over  to  the  United  States  intact,  having  hid- 
den them  in  his  cellar,  while  other  clerks  allowed 
; their  books  and  records  to  be  destroyed.  Mr. 
McGavock  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  C.  Grundy, 
who  was  about  ten  years  his  junior,  and  both 
lived  to  a ripe  old  age,  dying  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
within  one  year  of  each  other,  he  at  the  age  of 
ninety-one  years,  and  she  at  the  age  of  eighty -one. 
They  reared  seven  children,  all  of  whom  have  had 
large  interests  in  Mississippi  County.  Annie,  wife 
of  Judge  Henry  Dickenson,  inherited  the  planta- 
tion known  as  the  Dickenson  Mills;  it  is  now 
owned  by  Jacob  McGavock  Dickenson,  her  son.  a 
rising  young  lawyer  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  Col. 
Randall  W.  McGavock  was  killed  at  the  head  of 
j his  regiment  at  Raymond,  iMiss. , in  the  Confeder- 
I ate  cause;  he  was  a gratluate  of  the  University 
I of  Nashville.  Sallie,  wife  of  Prof.  J.  B.  Linds- 
I ley, of  Nashville,  was  given  a large  estate  near  Pecan 

1 Point,  which  is  now  owne<l  by  her  son,  J.  McGa- 
^ vock  Lindsley,  who  resides  in  Nashville,  but  spends 


part  of  his  time  on  the  estate.  Ed.  J.  McGavock 
[see  portrait  and  sketch].  F.  G.,  the  subject  (jf 
this  sketch  [see  portrait].  John  J.,  of  Fayette- 
ville, Ark.,  who  recently  disposed  of  a large  es- 
tate in  the  county.  Mary,  wife  of  James  Todd, 
of  Louisville,  Ky. ,-  owns  3,000  acres  of  the  McGa- 
vock estate  at  the  foot  of  Island  35,  opposite  Pe- 
can Point.  Dr.  F.  G.  McGavock  graduated  from 
the  University  at  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.,  and  also  from 
the  Univer-sity  of  Nashville.  Shortly  after  gradu- 
ating .Dr.  McGavock  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Bos- 
tick, daughter  of  John  Bostick,  of  Triune,  Tenn. 
On  her  marriage  she  came  in  possession  of  a large 
number  of  slaves,  whom  the  Doctor  used  in  open- 
ing up  the  Shawnee  Village  estate,  consisting  of 
1,800  acres  of  woocUand,  on  the  ground  that  the 
noted  outlaw,  John  A.  Merrill,  made  famous  by 
making  it  his  stronghold.  Previous  to  that  it  had 
been  the  camp  of  the  Shawnee  Indians,  and  there 
now  stands  on  this  estate  one  of  the  largest 
! mounds  in  the  county,  which  contains  bones  and 
pottery  of  a race  apparently  superior  to  and  ante- 
dating the  Indians.  In  plowing  and  digging  on 
this  place  the  remains  of  what  appears  to  have 
been  a brick  pavement  are  found.  In  some  in- 
stances large  pieces  of  well-preserved  brick,  which 
had  been  buried  for  ages,  have  been  brought  to  the 
surface.  This  is  all  within  a square  of  about 
twelve  acres,  around  which,  on  three  sides,  is  a 
well-defined  ridge.  There  were  about  three  acres 
cleared  at  the  time  the  Doctor  took  hold,  and  in 
1880  he  made  his  only  living  daughter  a present 
of  the  estate,  with  over  700  acres  under  a fine  state 
of  cultivation.  The  Doctor  made  his  home  in  Tri- 
une. Tenn.,  in  summer,  until  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  which  occurred  at  the  Gayosa  House,  in 
Memphis,  the  day  the  Federal  gun-boats  were  fight- 
ing in  front  of  that  city.  He  was  at  her  bedsi.le 
when  he  was  made  prisoner,  but  was  given  permis- 
sion to  attend  his  dead.  He  took  his  two  little 
daughters  to  Nashville,  after  which  he  returned  to 
his  plantation.  About  this  time  the  people  of  the 
vicinity  organized  what  was  known  as  the  Shawnee 
Legal  Association,  to  protect  themselves  against 
outlaws  and  guerrillas.  The  Doctor  was  made 
leader  and  judge,  and  received  the  endorsement  of 
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Gen.  Stephen  A.  HurlVjut,  in  command  of  the 
Sixteenth  Army  Corp.s,  at  Memphis,  and  also  of 
the  Confederate  general,  Sterling  Price.  Vested 
with  this  authority  the  Doctor  cnm]ie]led  every 
man  to  either  join  the  conclave  or  get  out  of  the 
neighborhood.  Where  a capital  offense  was  com- 
mitted the  culprit  was  secured  and  turned  over  to 
either  the  Confederate  or  Federal  authorities,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  For  theft  or  other  petty 
offenses,  horsewhipping  and  an  order  to  leave  the 
comity  were  deemed  sufficient.  If  the  culprit 
failed  to  leave,  however,  it  generally  went  hard 
with  him  when  caught  again.  During  the  war 
Dr.  McGavock  demonstrated  the  fact  that  cotton 
could  be  successfully  cultivated  with  white  labor, 
and  that  even  delicate  women  could  be  brought 
from  an  entirely  different  climate  to  successfully 
work  in  the  cotton  tield  without  injury  to  their 
I health.  The  negroes  were  freed  and  scattered; 

j white  men  would  be  conscripted  by  the  Confeder- 

I ate  troops;  cotton  was  in  demand  and  brought  from 

j 70  to  00  cents  per  pound.  The  Doctor  went  to 

j New  York,  where  he  engaged  sixty- live  Irish  girls 

j at  Castle  Garden,  from  fourteen  to  forty  live  years 

j of  age,  and  with  these  made  a contract  for  one 

year  at  $20  per  month  each,  and  board.  Without 
j experience,  but  with  a little  showing,  these  girls 

i made  a crop  for  the  Doctor  on  which  he  cleared 

$45,000,  after  paying  all  expenses,  and  allowing 
rent  for  the  land.  He  w’as  watchful  in  regard  to 
their  health  and  comfort,  and  the  large  dining  room 
was  presided  over  by  a corps  of  waiters  who 
served  meals  prepared  by  the  beat  skilled  cooks 
and  bakers  to  be  found.  A barrel  of  whisky,  in 
which  a few  ounces  of  quinine  were  dissolved,  was 
issued  to  them  at  the  rate  of  three  drinks  of  two 
drams  each,  at  intervals  during  the  day.  The 
Doctor  always  had  a hospital  with  a skilled  nurse, 
but  it  was  very  seldom  used,  as  very  little  sickness 
prevailed  during  the  two  years  of  their  stay,  and 
but  one  death  occurred.  These  girls  worked  on 
I the  Pecan  Point  plantation,  and  during  this  time 
j the  Doctor  paid  the  expenses  of  a Catholic  priest 
I to  come  and  attend  to  their  spiritual  welfare,  all 
being  members  of  that  church.  A few  years  later  he 
secured  fifty  five  German  men  from  Castle  Garden, 


and  employ  ^ ! 'hem  successfully  for  one  year  on  his 
Nodena  plan  t 'm;  but  the  best  hands  he  ever 
worked  were  eigiileen  Chinamen,  just  from  China, 
wh'im  he  secnf('d  in  Chicago.  The~e  fie  emi'loyeil 
on  the  Shawnee  Village  place,  but  they,  like  the 
others  he  imported,  were  enticed  away  by  ill- advis- 
ers or  friends.  In  1879  Dr.  McGavock  moved  to  his 
present  place,  known  as  McGavock”  (the  gover- 
nor having  so  named  the  postoftice),  which  at  that 
time  was  but  a wilderness.  It  is  now  one  of  the 
finest  plantations  in  the  county,  with  about  040 
acres  under  cultivation.  Here  the.  Doctor  used 
both  white  and  colored  labor,  and  thinks  the  white 
can  stand  the  climate  and  w'ork  as  w ell  as  the  negro. 
Since  moving  to  McGavock  the  Doctor  has  aban- 
doned the  practice  of  medicine,  which  at  one  time 
was  very  extensive.  He  goes  now  only  when  called 
by  another  physician  in  consultation.  Mhen  first 
coming  to  Mississippi  County  he  established  a 
nursery  for  the  culture  of  fruits  and  ffow'ers,  experi 
menting  with  almost  all  the  varieties  from  the 
leading  nurseries  of  the  East  and  North.  He  has 
successfully  raised  apples,  peaches,  plums,  pears, 
apricots,  nectarines,  cherries,  figs,  almonds,  Eng- 
lish walnuts,  filberts,  and  small  fruits,  and  grapes  of 
every  known  variety.  For  bees  he  thinks  this  is  a 
perfect  paradise,  as  all  the  flora  of  the  woods  are 
honey-bearing.  He  has  raised  within  the  county 
the  following  crops;  Grass  and  vegetables,  oats, 
rye,  wheat,  millet,  buckwheat,  tobacco,  peanuts, 
white  and  sweet  potatoes,  clover,  timothy,  and  all 
garden  produce,  with  perfect  success.  The  Doctor 
is  now  interesting  himself  in  the  improvement  of 
the  cattle  of  his  district,  having  recently  imported 
a fine  Jersey  bull  from  England,  and  now  has 
about  100  head  of  the  finest  Jersey  cows  in  the 
State.  His  daughter,  Monoah,  is  the  wife  of 
William  S.  Bransford,  of  Nashville.  Tenn.,  where 
they  now  reside.  Mrs.  Bransford  is  the  owner  of 
the  Shawnee  Village  plantation.  They  have  two 
bright  little  girls — Bessie  and  Louise.  In  1881 
Dr.  McGavock  was  elected  to  represent  the  county 
in  the  State  legislature,  which  he  did  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents  and  the  State,  but.  owing 
to  his  home  interests,  he  refused  to  accept  the 
second  terra.  He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
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and  of  the  Masons,  also  of  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
of  Frenchman’s  Bayou,  where  McGavock  Lodge 
was  named  in  his  honor.  He  is  a man  who  has  made 
foi’tnnes.  at  one  time  Iming  worth  ns  much  as 
$1,000,000.  But  wealth  to  him  is  but  a means, 
and  not  an  end,  so  he  lavishes  it  as  freely  as  he 
makes  it.  His  hospitality  is  unbounded;  all  are 
welcome.  To  his  equals  he  is  courteous,  to  his  in- 
feriors kind,  and  all  receive  that  consideration  due 
their  station.  Being  a man  of  decided  views  and 
of  an  active  temperament,  he  often  shows  his 
roughest  side  out,  while  those  who  know  him  best 
are  his  best  friends.  As  he  is  probably  better 
known  than  any  man  in  the  county,  he  has  a host  of 
friends,  and  can  be  classed  as  the  most  remarkable 
man  in  Mississippi  County. 

John  Harding  IMcGavock  (deceased).  A glance 
at  the  genealogy  of  Mr.  McGavock’ s family  will 
show  that  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors 
have  been  extensive  real  estate  owners,  and  great 
men  of  prominence.  The  McGavocks  are  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  came  to  America  before 
the  Revolutionary  War,  settling  in  Virginia. 
About  1796,  one  of  them,  David,  having  married 
a Miss  McDowel,  moved  with  his  family  to 
Davidson  County,  Tenn.,  and  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land,  upon  a part  of  which  the  city  of 
Nashville  now  stands.  One  of  his. sons,  Frank 
Preston  McGavock,  married  a Miss  Amanda  Hard- 
ing, a daughter  of  John  Harding,  and  a sister  of 
Gen.  William  G.  Harding,  the  owner  of  “ Belle 
Meade,”  a noted  stock  farm  near  Nashville.  This 
couple  became  the  parents  of  John  Harding,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  reared  in  Nash- 
ville and  educated  in  the  State  College  in  that  city, 
receiving  a diploma  signed  by  Gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son  and  other  notables  of  the  State.  After  grad- 
uating in  Nashville  he  went  to  Harvard,  where  he 
again  received  a diploma  signed  by  Edward  Ever- 
ett, Greenleaf,  Kent,  and  others.  Upon  his  return 
I to  his  home,  his  grandfather  Harding,  who  some 
years  before  had  come  down  the  Cumberland, 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  in  a skiff,  and  had 
: made  large  purchases  in  IMississippi  County,  in- 

duced him  to  leave  Nashville,  and  try  the  wilds  of 
i Arkansas.  After  this,  although  still  claiming 
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Nashville  as  his  home,  he  spent  a part  of  each  year 
in  Mississippi  County,  adding  by  purchase  and 
entry  to  the  already  valuable  tract  given  him  by  his 
grandfather,  dividing  his  time  between  business 
and  bear-hunting,  in  both  of  which  he  was  emi- 
nently successful.  In  1853  he  married  ^liss 
Georgia  Moore,  a daughter  of  Joseph  I.  Moore,  of 
Columbus.  Miss.,  she  being  a young  lady  of  cult- 
ure and  retinement.  and  of  one  of  the. first  fami- 
lies of  the -State.  He  died  in  1861,  just  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  at  his  father’s  house, 
near  Nashville.  Of  the  four  children  born  to 
him,  only  one  remains,  Mrs.  Sue  McGavock  Grider, 
wife  of  Henry  Grider.  After  the  death  of  J.  H. 
McGavock,  his  wddow  married,  in  1868,  William  A. 
Erwin,  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  he  belonging  to  a prom- 
inent family  of  that  State,  and  who  died  in  ISS‘2, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Georgia,  now  at  school. 
Mrs.  Erwin  makes  her  home  wdth  her  daughter. 
Mrs.  Grider,  at  the  old  homestead  " Sans-Souci." 
near  Osceola,  Ark.  Daring  the  Civil  War  the 
: house  was  used  by  Gen.  Pope  as  a hospital,  the 
I yard  as  a cemetery;  though,  since,  the  bodies  have 
been  removed  and  placed  in  a National  cemetery. 
The  fleet  when  it  first  came  dowm  the  river  to  at- 
tack Fort  Pillow,  which  is  a few  miles  below  Sans- 
Souci.  was  anchored  in  the  river  opposite  the 
house.  This  house,  which  was  built  by  John  H. 
McGavock,  has  a broad  piazza,  12x71  feet  in  front, 
the  pillars  of  which  are  of  swamp  cypress,  in 
their  natural  state,  except  having  the  bark  stripped 
off,  and  being  painted.  They  are  fluted  in  the 
most  beautiful  and  artistic  manner,  having  the 
appearance  of  the  work  of  a skillful  artist,  and  are 
the  admiration  of  every  beholder.  Mrs.  Grider 
preserves  as  an  heirloom  the  cradle  in  which  all  of 
her  mother’s  children  and  her  own  have  been  rocked. 
This  is  a turtle  shell,  measuring  four  feet  two  and 
one-half  inches  by  three  feet  seven  inches,  pol- 
ished and  varnished  on  the  outside,  and  mounted 
upon  rockers  of  mahogany,  and  wadded  and  lineil 
on  the  inside  with  quilted  blue  satin.  The  turtle 
was  caught  by  Mr.  McGavock,  out  of  the  ^lissis- 
sippi  River  at  his  own  lauding. 

Frank  A'oung  McGavock.  For  many,  years,  or 
since  locating  in  this  countv,  Mr.  McGavock  has 
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enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  not  only  a sub- 
stantial and  progressive  farmer,  but  an  intelligent 
and  thoroughly-posted . man  in  all  public  affairs. 
He  has  always  been  noted  for  honorable,  upright 
dealing,  and  has  kept  the  name  lie  bears,  which 
has  descended  to  him  from  a long  line  of  illustrious 
and  honored  ancestry,  pure  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  man.  The  tir.st  of  the  family  of  whom  w^e  have 
any  knowledge  was  the  father  (name  unknown)  of 
James  McGavock,  who  lielonged  to  a wealthy 
family  of  Ireland,  and  who  came  to  America  in 
1728,  settling  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  where  he 
took  a prominent  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
being  a soldier  in  the  Colonial  army.  James  Mc- 
Gavock was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
1720,  and  accompanied  his  father  to  Virginia,  be- 
ing married  in  that  State  about  17G0  to  Miss 
Mary  Cloyd,  of  Rockbridge  County,  that  State. 
Their  son  Hugh  was  the  original  owner  of  ‘ ‘ Max 
Meadows,”  one  of  the  finest  estates  of  the  '‘Old 
Dominion,”  which  is  .still  in  possession  of  the  Mc- 
Gavock family.  His  son,  Jacob,  the  grandfather 
of  our  immediate  subject,  wms  born  on  that  farm  in 
1790,  and  in  1812  went  to  Nashville.  Tenn.,  being 
appointed  a short  time  afterward  to  the  position  of 
United  States  circuit  clerk,  which  position  he  held 
until  after  the  Rebellion.  He  was  a very  success- 
ful financier,  and  in  company  with  his  father-in- 
law,  Felix  Grundy,  and  his  brother-in-law,  J.  M. 
Bass,  all  wealthy  residents  of  Nashville,  he  came  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  about  the  year  1832, 
where  he  purchased  tracts  of  land  many  thousands 
of  acres  in  extent.  He  afterward  bought  out  the 
others’  interest,  and  subsequently  a large  portion 
of  his  fine  estate  fell  to  the  late  Edward  J.  Mc- 
Gavock, a sketch  of  w'hom  appears  in  this  work. 
The  latter  died  in  1881,  and  his  wife  in  ISGl. 
Frank  Young  McGavock  was  but  two  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  mother’s  death,  and  from  that  period 
until  the  close  of  the  war  he  made  his  home  with 
his  maternal  aunt,  Mrs.  Laura  Whitfield,  whose 
husband  was  the  eldest  son  of  ex-Gov.  Whitfield,  of 
Mississippi,  and  here  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  put 
in  charge  of  his  grandfather,  -facob  McGavock,  of 
Nashville,  Term.,  with  whom  he  remained  until 


eighteen  years  of  age.  His  maternal  grandfather  | 
was  Frank  Yoiing,  of  Columbus,  Miss.,  who  was  a j 
leading  man  of  his,  day.  Mr.  McGavock,  our  | 
subject,  wa's  given  every  advant’ige  for  acfjuiring  ;i 
good  education,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Nash-  ! 
ville  University,  at  which  institution  his  father  had 
been  educated,  and  of  which  his  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  were  among  the  founders;  and 
after  leaving  college  he  entered  the  wholesale  gro- 
eery  business  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  continuing  until  j 
he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  , 
was  married  to  Miss  Theresa  E.  Perkins,  a daugh-  | 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Theresa  (Ewinj  Perkins,  of  j 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  and  after  their  marriage  they  re-  i 
sided  in  that  place  one  year,  then  coming  to  their 
present  fine  estate,  the  McGavock  plantation,  which  ; 
adjoins  Pecan  Point.  Ilej’e  they  have  a very  pleas-  i 
ant  home,  and  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a bright  i 
little  daughter,  named  Theresa  P. , in  whom  all 
their  affections  and  hopes  are  centered.  Mr.  ^fc- 
Gavock  belongs  to  the  only  family  of  his  name  and 
generation  living  in  ^Mississippi  County.  | 

Hon.  H.  M.  McVeigh,  attorney.  Osceola.  Mr. 
McVeigh  is  one  of  those  men,  too  few  in  number, 
who  fully  recognize  the  truth  so  often  urged  by  the  | 
sages  of  the  law,  that  of  ail  men,  the  reading  and  ; 
thought  of  a lawyer  should  be  the  most  extended.  ; 
Systematic  reading  gives  a more  comprehensive  ! 
grasp  to  the  mind,  variety  and  richness  to  thought,  | 
and  a clearer  perception  of  the  motives  of  men  j 
and  the  principles  of  things;  indeed,  of  the  very 
spirit  of  law's.  This  he  has  found  most  essential 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  professional  practice.  IMr.  | 
McVeigh  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  in  j 
1839,  and  was  the  second  in  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  Hiram  and  Mary  E.  (White)  Mc- 
Veigh, both  natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  commercial  pursuits  until  his  death,  iu  | 
18G5.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  in  her 
native  State.  Mr.  McVeigh  is  a self-educated  man, 
having  had  no  advantages  other  than  the  common 
schools.  His  father,  having  failed  in  business,  was 
not  able  to  give  him  a collegiate  education,  and.  : 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  young  McVeigh 
entered  a printing  office  and  learned  that  art. 
When  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  began  the 
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study  of  law  and  partly  supported  himself  by  act 
in^  as  local  editor  of  a daily  paper.  In  1800  and 
1861  he  studied  taw  at  Hannibal.  Mo.,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  that  place  the  suujmer  before 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  While  pursuing 
his  legal  studies  he  also  edited,  for  a short  time,  the 
Hannibal  (Mo.)  Daily  Messenger,  and  during  his 
experience  as  a printer  he  worked  at  the  case  in  the 
office  of  the  Hannibal  Courier,  Quincy  (111.)  Daily 
Herald,  Keokuk  (Iowa)  Gate  City.  Palmyra  (Mo.) 
Sentinel,  Huntsville  (Mo.  ) Citizen,  and  the  IMexico 
(Mo.)  Ledger;  also  other  papers.  During  this 
time  he  carefully  sttidied  the  style  in  which  the  ed- 
itors expressed  their  thoughts,  and  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  style  of  the  selected  matter.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  write  paragraphs, 
which  were  accepted  and  printed  by  the  editors. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War,  being  a na- 
tive Virginian,  and  trained  to  believe  that  his 
State,  like  the  king,  “could  do  no  wrong,’’  he  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  Gov.  Jackson,  of  Missouri, 
for  troops,  and  went  into  camp  under  Gen.  T.  Har- 
ris, of  Northeast  Missouri.  He  was  present  and 
participated  in  several  conflicts  between  the  Federal 
and  Confederate  troops  in  Missouri,  and  after  the 
siege  and  battle  of  Lexington,  in  which  he  took 
part,  he  wms  appointed  assistant  ordnance  officer, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  Upon  the  disbanding 
of  the  Missouri  State  Guards,  he  received  author- 
ity to  recruit  a company  for  the  Confederate  ser- 
vice, but  was  captured  in  Northeast  Missouri  by  a 
Federal  cavalry  regiment,  and,  after  remaining  a 
prisoner  on  parole  for  nearly  a year,  was  finally 
exchanged.  He  again  entered  the  Confederate 
service,  and  remained  in  active  duty  in  the  Trans- 
Mississipj)i  department  from  the  winter  of  1862  until 
the  surrender,  at  which  time  he  was  the  enrolling 
officer  of  Mississi|>pi  County.  After  the  close  of 
the  conflict,  and  immediately  upon  tiie  organization 
of  the  courts  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  IMcVeigh  began  the 
practice  of  law  in  that  State.  He  also  began  a 
regular  systematic  cours(' of,  study,  supplied  him- 
self with  books,  and  soon  had  in  his  j)ossi>ssion 
translations  of  all  the  ancient  classics,  and  the  best 
Fnglish  standard  works  on  history,  poetry  and 
essays.  A taste  for  reading  thus  ac<piired  he  con- 


tinues to  this  day,  and  has  thus  given  himself  an 
education  particularly  adapted  to  his  situation  and 
circumstances  in  life.  It  will  be  seen  from  this 
account,  that  though  without  a thorough  earlv  ed- 
ucation,  he  has  so  improved  the  later  years  of  his 
life  that  he  is  now  known  throughout  the  State  as 
a gentleman  of  literary  ability  and  learning.  He 
was  married  on  November  1,  1864,  to  31iss  Susan 
Fletcher,  a native  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
and  the  daughter  of  Col.  Elliot  H.  Fletcher,  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  Arkansas  [see  sketch]. 
Mr.  iMcYeigh  continued  to  devote  himself  exclu- 
sively to  the  ])ractice  of  law  until  1872,  when  he 
was  nominated  by  acclamation  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  to  represent  Mississippi  County  in  the 
State  legislature.  He  had  been  nominated  by  the 
Democrats  in  1870,  but,  on  account  of  a severe  at- 
tack of  malarial  fever,  which  confined  him  to  his 
bed,  he  declined  to  be  a candidate  at  that  time. 
However,  he  accepted  the  nomination  in  1872  and 
at  once  entered  upon  his  canvass,  meeting  in  debate 
Judge  Charles  Fitzpatrick,  then  the  leader  of  the 
opposite  party  in  Mississippi  County.  It  was  dur- 
ing the  fall  of  this  year  that  the  race  trouble  broke 
out  in  this  county,  resulting  in  the  death  of  the 
sheriff  and  the  invasion  of  the  town  of  Osceola  by 
from  400  to  500  armed  negroes,  who  threatened 
to  burn  and  destroy  the  place.  Mr.  McVeigh  was 
in  the  town  when  the  negroes  entered,  and,  mount 
ing  a platform  in  front  of  a store  (the  same  upon 
which  the  sheriff'  had  been  killed  the  day  before), 
he  called  the  insurgents  around  him  and  addressed 
them  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  order.  They 
listened  attentively,  although  very  menacing  at  first, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  a fifteen  minutes'  speech 
he  put  it  to  a vote  as  to  whether  they  should 
peaceably  disperse  and  go  to  their  homes.  They 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  at  the  end  of  a half 
hour,  the  town  was  cleared  of  their  presence,  and 
the  threateneil  damage  aveited,  for  at  least  tlu> 
time  being.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  historical  pHU' 
tion  of  the  volume  the  final  result  of  this  insur- 
rection. In  the  fall  Mr.  IMcVeigh  was  tdected  to 
the  legislature.  During  the  ses>ion.  which  com- 
menced in  January.  1876,  he  introduced  the  bill  to 
found  the  Arkansas  asylum  for  the  insane,  a 
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measure  which  originated  with  him,  and  which  he 
had  declared  his  intention  to  bring  about  before  he 
went  to  the  capital.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  ways  ami  means,  ami,  ai'tm' many  de- 
I lays,  that  committee  reported  against  the  passage 
j of  the  bill.  Mr.  McVeigh,  through  a friend, 

I asked  for  a consideration  of  the  bill  in  committee 
I of  the  whole  House,  and  on  February  4,  1873,  he 
! made  a speech  in  favor  of  the  same  that  caused  his 

name  to  be  known  throughout  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

I 

The  committee  rose,  and  unanimously  reported  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  The  next  day  it  passed  the 
House,  almost  unanimomsly,  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
similar  vote,  wms  signed  by  the  governor  and  be- 
came a law.  The  appropriation,  owing  to  the  de- 
preciation of  State  scrip,  in  consequence  of  the 
Brooks -Baxter  war,  which  immediately  followed, 
was  insufficient  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  the  build- 
ing was  not  erected  until  Mr.  McVeigh  was  re- 
turned  to  the  legislature,  in  1881.  He  brought  the 
subject  up  again,  and  the  legislature  made  a suffi- 
cient appropriation  to  complete  the  work.  This 
I magnificent  structure  was  opened  for  the  reception 
I of  patients  in  1882,  and  the  very  first  article 
to  be  placed  in  the  parlor  of  the  asylum  was  a 
life  size  oil  painting  of  Mr.  McVeigh,  placed  there 
by  the  board  of  trustees  in  acknowledgment  of 
his  earnest  and  successful  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
insane  of  the  State.  Mr.  McVeigh  took  a very 
active  interest  in  the  legislature  of  1873,  always 
aiming  to  advance  the  real  interests  of  the  State. 
He  made  an  effective  speech  against  Brooks’  peti- 
tion to  contest  the  right  of  Cxov.  Baxter  to  hold 
the  office  of  governor.  His  speech  against  the 
metropolitan  police  bill,  against  the  so-called 
civil  rights  bill  and  other  extreme  and  revolu- 
tionary measures,  introduced  at  this  session,  were 
highly  commended  by  all  parties  at  that  time. 
Upon  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature  Mr.  Mc- 
Veigh was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  for  the 
Eleventh  judicial  circuit,  composed  of  Poinsett, 
Cross,  St.  Francis,  Crittenden  and  Mississippi 
Counties.  He  held  this  position  for  nearly  two 
years,  or  until  the  adoption  of  the  present  State  | 
constitution,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
good  people  of  the  circuit.  He  continued  to  prac- 


tice law  with  increasing  success  until  the  year  1880, 
when  he  was  again  urged  to  become  a candidate 
for  representative.  He  was  elected  by  a large 
plurality,  and  served  through  the  session  of  Ibbl. 

I He  was  an  active  member  of  the  House,  and  during 
the  session  induced  the  legislature  to  adopt  the 
law  limiting  the  right  to  donate  the  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers.  The  measure  was  advocated  while 
making  his  canvass  before  the  electors  of  Mississippi 
County.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1881,  by  invitation, 
he  addressed  an  audience  of  over  6.000  people  at 
Ozark,  Ark.,  on  the  subject  of  Local  Option.  In 
1883  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  as  one  of 
the  board  of  visitors  to  the  State  University  and 
there,  by  invitation  of  the  students  of  the  institu- 
tion, he  delivered  the  commencement  oration.  His 
subject  was  “The  Responsibility  of  Freemen.’’ 
The  governor  of  the  State,  the  president,  Gen.  D. 
H.  Hill,  the  faculty  of  the  university,  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress,  judges  and  distin- 
guished men  from  different  parts  of  the  State  were 
present,  besides  the  students  and  citizens  living  in 
the  vicinity.  The  address  was  highly  commended 
both  by  the  press  and  by  all  present.  On  Septem- 
ber 24,  1883,  Mr.  McVeigh  was  proposed  and 
elected  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Society,  an  honor  unsought  and  unexpected  by  him. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Arkansas  Historical 
Society.  He  has  written  the  “Primitive  History 
of  Arkansas’’  during  the  French  and  Spanish  oc- 
cupation; giving  an  account  of  the  settlement  in 
the  State  for  the  last  centurv,  becrinninu  with 
Henry  De  Tonti’s  settlement  a,t  Arkansas  Post,  in 
1685.  The  work  is  in  manuscript  and  was  under- 
taken merely  to  preserve  the  early  history  of  the 
State,  and  not  from  a desire  for  literary  distinction. 
He  has  given  a full  account  of  the  invasion  of  the 
country  by  De  Soto,  his  line  of  march,  and  has 
taken  great  pains  to  identify  the  localities  men- 
tioned by  the  historians  who  accompanied  that 
expedition.  Except  the  time  Mr.  McVeigh  served 
in  the  legislature,  he  has  been  engaged  exclusively 
in  the  practice  of  law,  and  no  man  in  Eastern  Ar- 
kansas has  been  more  assiduous  in  his  devotion  to 
the  duties  of  his  profession.  His  business  has  al- 
ways been  very  good,  and  he  has  made  it  the  aim 
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of  his  life  to  deserve  the  implicit  contidence  of 
his  clients.  Had  Mr.  McVeigh’s  lot  been  cast  in  a 
more  central  or  thickly  settled  county,  his  ora- 
torical powers  and  lit.  vary  att.ainuients  must  have 
placed  him  in  the  prominent  ranks  of  noted  men; 
as  it  is,  he  is  earnestly  working  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  only  ambitious  for  the  good-will 
of  his  fellow-men.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  jMcVeigh  were  born  nine  children;  Frances, the 
eldest  daiighter,  married,  June  25,  18S9,  the  Rev. 
G.  H.  Smith,  of  Independence  County,  Ark.,  a 
talented  young  minister  of  the  Methodist  denom- 
ination; Elliot.  Jesse,  Anna  Bland.  Agnes,  Rose, 
and  Susan,  are  the  ones  now  living;  and  those  de- 
ceased are  Sallie,  at  the  age  of  four  years,  and 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  The  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Hugh  R.  McVeigh,  of  the  firm  of  H.  R.  & E. 
F.  McVeigh,  real  estate  agents  of  Osceola,  Missis- 
sippi  County.  Ark.,  was  born  in  Hannibal.  Mo., 
in  1854,  and  is  one  of  the  responsible  men  of  Os- 
ceola, who  has  enlisted  his  service  in  the  incessant 
activity  of  the  real  estate  market  and  the  magni- 
tude of  that  enterprise  in  this  city.  He  is  the 
ninth  in  a family  of  ten  children  horn  to  Hiram 
and  Mary  E.  (White)  iMcVeigh,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  followed 
commercial  pursuits  in  Virginia  until  about  1850, 
when  he  moved  to  Hannibal,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1865.  Mrs.  McVeigh  is  still  living:  and  resides 
in  her  native  State.  Hugh  R.  IMcVeigh  attended 
the  private  schools  in  Missouri  until  thirteen  years 
of  age,  and  then  moved  with  his  mother  to  Balti- 
more, Md. , where  he  was  employed  as  errand  boy 
in  a store  for  three  years.  In  1869  Mr.  McVeigh 
went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
stock  keeper  for  iMorgan  Bush  & Co.,  and  there 
remained  until  in  May,  1874,  when  he  came  to 
Osceola,  Ark.  He  there  studied  law  with  his 
brother,  Hon.  H.  M.  McVeigh,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1879.  On  June  21,  1876,  he 
was  appointed  deputy  clerk,  of  the  Mississippi 
County  circuit  court,  which  position  he  held  un- 
til October  80,  1884.  On  September  6,  of  the 
same  year,  he  was  elected  circuit  court  clerk,  and 


was  complimented  by  being  re-elected  to  the  same 
position  in  1886.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term 
he  declined  to  be  re-nominated,  and  has  since 
bfc('u  engaged  in  the  real  ('state  The 

firm  does  a general  business,  buying  and  selling 
land,  and  investing  capital  in  landed  property. 
These  gentlemen  are  using  every  inducement,  and 
are  doing  all  they  can  to  advertise  the  advantages 
of  investment  in  this  section.  Mr.  IMcVeio-h  takes 
an  active  interest  in  all  things  that  will  contribute 
to  the  advancement  of  the  county,  and  is  a liberal 
supporter  of  all  worthy  enterprises.-  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Osceola  Lodge  No. 
27,  Osceola  Chapter  No.  57,  and  Memphis  (Tenn). 
Commandery  No.  4. 

Elliot  Fletcher  McVeigh,  a member  of  the  real 
estate  firm  of  H.  R.  & E.  F.  McVei»-h,  is  a vouncr 
man  whose  energy  and  sense  7nark  him  as  an  effi- 
cient factor  in  the  consummation  of  the  firm’s  many 
enterprises.  He  was  born  in  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  in  1867,  and  is  the  secM)nd  in  a family  of 
nine  children  born  to  H.  M.  and  Susan  (Fletcher) 
McVeigh  [see  sketch  of  Hon.  H.  M.  McVeigh]. 
Elliot  McVeigh  secured  a good  practical  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Osceola,  and  w’hen  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  engaged  as  clerk  with  N.  L.  Averv 
& Co. , with  w'hom  he  continued  for  three  years. 
He  then  w'ent  to  St.  Louis,  but  only  remained 
there  a short  time.  On  January  1,  1886,  he  was 
appointed  by  County  Clerk  McVeigh  as  deputy, 
and  upon  the  accession  of  Mr.  Driver  to  the  office 
of  county  clerk.  Elliot  McVeigh  was  retained,  and 
he  is  now  engaged  in  that  office.  Nowhere  in  the 
county  is  there  to  be  found  a young  man  of  more 
energy  or  determined  will  or  force  of  character 
than  Mr.  McVeigh;  and  in  no  locality  is  there 
any  one  who  is  more  worthy  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community  than  he.  He  possesses 
marked  artistic  ability,  inherited  from  a long  line 
of  ancestors,  many  of  whose  descendants  are  noted 
artists,  and  in  Mississippi  County,  which  is  noted 
for  its  self  made  men,  Mr.  McVeigh  gives  every 
promise  of  rising  to  distinction. 

Daniel  5Iann  is  a native-born  resident  of  Mis- 
.sissippi  County,  Ark.,  and  as  such  is  looked  upon 
with  respect  and  esteem  by  those  who  know  who 
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arid  what  he  is.  His  birtli  occurred  in  1853,  he 
being  one  of  a large  family  of  children  born  to 

William  W.  and  Nancv  Mann,  the  former  a native 

« ^ 

of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Afkan~:i'.  William 
Mann  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood  on  his 
old  home  farm  in  his  native  State,  coming  in  1848 
to  Arkansas,  and  settling  on  Clear  Lake,  in  Mis- 
sissippi County,  where  he  entered  a[ul  purcha.sed  a 
tract  of  land  embracing  600  acres.  He  improved 
this  farm  in  a great  measure,  l>ut,  in  addition  to 
following  the  plow,  was  engaged  in  blacksmithing 
and  tanning,  giving  these  occupations  his  whole 
attention  after  Daniel  was  large  enough  to  attend 
to  the  farm,  which  enterprises  proved  a decided 
success.  He  died  in  February,  1882.  Daniel 
Mann  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Carter,  a Tennesseean  by  birth,  and 
afterward  began  residing  on  a portion  of  his 
father’s  farm,  becoming  the  possessor  of  160  acres 
in  1879,  thirty  of  which  he  has  cleared.  Ld>on 
the  death  of  his  father  the  old  homestead  was  di 
vided,  and  sixty-four  acres  of  wild  land  fell  to  Dan- 
iel. On  this  property  he  has  built  a good  house, 
and  has  about  ten  acres  under  the  plow.  In  the 
fall  of  1887  he  took  a trip  to  Illinois,  and  bought 
a pair  of  full-blooded  Poland-China  hogs,  the  only 
ones  in  the  township,  and  intends  soon  to  purchase 
a thorough -bred  Durham  animal.  Iieing  interested 
in  improving  the  stock  of  the  county.  His  leisure 
moments  are  devoted  to  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
he  has  won  quite  a reputation  as  a bear-hunter, 
having  killed  large  numbers  of  them.  During  the 
hunting  season  his  house  is  the  resort  of  hunting 
parties  from  Illinois,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
who  always  have  good  sport,  and  bag  plenty  of 
game  when  Mr,  IMann  is  the  leader.  He  is  a pa- 
tron of  education,  believes  in  elevating  the  stand- 
ard of  the  schools  in  Mississippi  County,  and  is 
now  serving  as  school  director.  He  and.wife  have 
become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  those  living 
being  M;irtha  Agnes,  William  1\'..  Lula  F.  and  J. 
Hugh.  Those  deceased  are  William  I.,  aud  two 
who  died  unnamed. 

S.  M.  Marks.  Nowhere  within  the  limits  of 
Mississippi  County.  Ark.,  can  there  be  found  a man 
who  takes  greater  interest  in  its  agricultural  aud 


stock  affairs  than  IMr.  Marks,  or  who  strives  more 
continually  to  promote  and  advance  these  interests. 
Like  so  many  native-born  Kentuckians,  he  has 
been  energetic  and  enler['rising,  and  since  1^79 
has  been  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Chickasawba  Township,  which  was  at  the  time  of 
his  purchase  heavily  covered  with  timber.  He  has 
opened  up  about  thirty  acres,  has  erected  substan- 
tial buildings  on  his  place,  and  for  some  time  has 
lieon  interested  in  the  propagation  of  stock,  having 
in  his  possession  a tine  young  horse  of  Higliland 
and  Cleveland  Bay  stock.  His  land  yields  a bale 
of  cotton  to  the  acre,  aud  sixty  bushels  of  corn.  He 
was  born  in  1846,  being  the  third  in  a family  of 
seven  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Keesee) 
Marks,  who  were  also  Kentuckians.  During  his 
infancy  his  parents  moved  to  IMissouri,  where  the 
father  died  a few  years  later;  and  from  the  time 
he  was  able  to  work  until  1861  he  assisted  in  the 
support  of  his  mother  and  a si.ster.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Sixth  Illinois 
Cavalry,  and  was  in  the  Second  Brigade,  Fifth 
Division  of  the  Fourth  Army  Coi  ps  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumlierland.  and  took  an  active  part 
in  the  engagements  at  Port  Hud-on,  Nashville  and 
Franklin,  and  in  a number  of  campaigns  and  minor 
engagements.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Selma,  Ala.,  November  5.  1865,  and  received  his 
discharge  at  Spricglield,  111.  The  three  following 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  latter  city,  and  up  to  1874  was  emjdoyed  in 
tilling  rented  land.  At  that  date  he  came  to  Ar- 
kansas and  made  a crop  on  Carson's  Lake,  but  then 
returned  to  Illinois,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged 
in  following  various  occupations.  Since  that  time 
he  has  resided  in  IMississijipi  County,  Aik.,  where 
he  was  married,  in  187'-h  to  Mrs.  Amelia  Ellen 
Lawrence,  nee  Bowen,  a daughter  of  John  M.  C. 
Bowen.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Epi.scopal  Church,  and  Mr.  IMarks  is  a member  of 
Chickasawba  Lodge  No.  134.  of  the  F.  A .4..  IM. 

Capt.  Daniel  IMatthews  ( deceased  I.  From 
among  the  many  estimabh*  citizims  of  .Mississippi 
County  who  have  pa<s('d  to  their  long  home,  but 
who.  froiu  an  early  day,  w(>i'e  intimately  aixl  proni- 
iiumtly  associated  with  the  county’s  development. 
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tho  name  of  Capt.  Matthews  can  not  be  omitted. 
Of  Penn.s\dvania  nativity,  he  was  born  in  Hunting- 
don County  in  the  year  1814,  and  about  1885  came 
fo  Arkansas,  and  livfd  f i-  'Ojiio  time  at  wliat  is 
now  known  as  Milliken's.  Subsequently  he  ran  a 
boat  from  Cincinnati  to  New  Orleans,  which  call- 
ing he  continued  to  pursue  until  1850,  engaging 
at  that  time  in  the  mercantile  trade  in  Osceola. 
Ark.,  at  which  place  he  conducted  a store  until  his 
death,  in  1884.  • He  was  one  of  the  best-known 
men  that  ever  ran  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers,  and  throughout  Mississippi  County.  Ark,, 
his  name  was  synonymous  with  integrity,  industry, 
and  perseverance.  For  tw'o  years  he  was  engaged 
in  business  in  New  Aladrid,  IMo..  investing  money 
in  that  place  to  the  amount  of  $25,000,  but  met 
with  heavy  losses,  and  became  involved  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $7,000.  He  left  that  town  with  only  $15 
in  his  pocket,  and  went  to  New'  Orleans,  where, 
through  the  kindness  of  friends,  he  was  again 
started  in  business,  and  had  paid  all  his  debts  and 
also  had  his  goods  paid  for  at  the  end  of  a few' 
years.  In  1849  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Alary 
Yhung,  a daughter  of  Andy  and  Elizabeth  Y^oung, 
and  located  at  Osceola,  in  Alississippi  County, 
where  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children: 
T.  A..  Alollie  C.  and  Beulah.  Alollie  C.  being  the 
wife  of  H.  D.  Tomlinson,  of  Osceola,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Beulah  is  married  to  O. 
B.  Ferguson,  of  Ripley,  Tenn.,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  child.  Air.  Alatthews  was  in  business  at 
Osceola  for  thirty-four  years,  and  during  this  time 
accumulated  a property  valued  at  $75,000.  No 
one  unacquainted  w ith  him  can  realize  what  a ben- 
efit his  life  was  to  this  county,  or  what  an  influence 
he  exerted  upon  all  those  around  him.  His  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  poor  and  oppressed,  without  re- 
gard to  race  or  color,  w'ill  long  be  remembered, 
and  his  methodical  business,  coupled  with  strict 
integrity,  may  well  be  emulated  by  the  rising  gen- 
eration. After  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
2d  of  Alay,  1884,  his  body  was  taken  in  charge  by 
the  Alasons,  of  which  he  had  long  been  a niembei', 
and  was  buried  by  that  order  in  Elmw'ood  Ceme- 
tery, at  Alenq^his.  Tenn.  His  son,  T.  A.  Alatthews, 
was  educated  in  the  Christian  Bnffher^'  Institute. 
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at  St.  Louis,  AIo. . from  which  in.stitution  he  w'as 
graduated  in  1838.  Capt.  Daniel  Alatthews.  dur- 
ing his  life,  had  but  one  serious  accident,  and  that 
bade  in  ile'  b.O's,  in  an  ea-teru  i'ailr<'>ad  <'oll!'ic.>n. 
near  Harrisburg,  his  native  State,  where  he  lost  a 
leer,  afterward  makiuej  his  wav  throagrh  life  with  a 
cork  leer.  Alostlv  thiouerh  his  exertions  the  St. 
Alatthew’s  Catholic  Church  at  Osceola  was  built. 
This  is  a very  fair  frame  structure  for  a town  of 
such  proportions  as  this.  One  of  his  relatives  was 
living  at  Johnstown,  which  tvas  lately  destroyeel  by 
the  great  Pennsylvania  ffood. 

AI.  B.  Ala.xwell.  Although  this  gentleman  has 
been  a resident  of  Alississippi  County.  Ark. . only 
for  a short  period,  he  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  same  since 
1878,  and  has  been  identified  with  all  worthy  en- 
terprises. He  W'as  born  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
in  1855,  and  was  engaged  in  raising  cotton  in  Tip- 
ton  County  of  that  State  until  the  above  mentioned 
date,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Alissi.ssippi  County. 
Ark.,  and  first  rented  a plantation,  putting  in  a 
crop  of  cotton,  amounting  to  about  forty  acres  in 
all.  He  now'  has  260  acres  of  land  which  he  rents. 
200  acres  being  in  cotton  and  the  rest  in  corn,  and 
the  most  of  the  land  he  has  opened  up  himself. 
He  employs  about  twenty-five  hands  to  attend  to 
the  crop,  and  by  economy  and  close  adherence  to 
his  occupation  he  has  become  possessed  of  consid- 
erable means.  Aliss  Alollie  Freezer  became  his 
w'ife  in  1877,  she  being  a daughter  of  Peter  and 
Rebecca  Freezer,  who  were  born  in  Tipton  County. 
She  died  in  1885,  leaving  two  children.  Lurenda 
and  Lena.  His  present  wife  was  Aliss  Emily 
Bringle,  of  Alississippi  County,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, her  parents,  John  and  Sarah  Bringle.  being 
also  natives  of  that  State. 

L.  A.  Alorris,  the  subject  of  the  portrait  ap- 
pearing on  another  page  of  this  volume,  and  the 
head  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  L.  A.  Alorris  iV  Co., 
general  merchants  at  Osceola,  Ark. . can  justly  be 
recordi'd  among  the  self-made  men  of  AIississi[>pi 
County.  No  one  is  more  justly  entitled  to  an 
enviable  place  in  the  history  of  Alississippi  County 
than  he,  for,  though  young  in  years,  he  has  betm 
usefully  and  honorably  identified  with  the  interests 
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of  this  county,  and  with  its  advancement  in  every 
w'orthy  particular.  Mr.  Morris  owes  his  nativity 
to  Alabama,  where  he  was  born  in  1855,  and  is  the 
second  in  a family  of  six  childn'ii  born  to  tin'  Ib'V. 
j F.  C.  and  Sallie  A.  (McFeat)  Morris.  The  par- 
ents were  respectively  from  Alabama  and  South 
Carolina,  were  married  in  South  Carolina,  but 
I soon  afterward  moved  to  Alabama,  v/here  they 
remained  a short  time,  thence  came  to  Osceola, 
in  1857.  The  father  preached  throughout  Mis- 
sissippi County  and  AVest  Tennessee  for  many 
years,  and  was  a man  remarkable  for  his  Christian 
j purity  and  benevolence  and  high  sense  of  honor. 
He  died  in  1876.  The  mother  had  died  of  cholera  in 
1860.  L.  A.  Morris  spent  his  youth  in  Osceola, 
attending  private  schools  mostly,  and  in  1872  he 
began  clerking  in  the  store  of  Capt.  D.  Matthews, 
where  he  continued  for  seven  years.  He  then 
went  to  Pecan  Point  and  clerked  for  R.  \V.  Friend 
for  eighteen  months,  at  which  time  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  business  under  the  firm  title  of 
i Friend  & Morris.  In  December.  1883,  he  bought 
j a tract  of  1,000  acres,  well  improved,  with  200 

i acres  under  cultivation,  and  a store  that  had  been 

established  several  years  at  Plum  Point,  Tenn. 

! He  soon  withdrew  from  the  tirm  of  Friend  A Mor- 

I ris  to  conduct  his  large  interests  at  the  above  men- 

; tioned  place,  where  he  continued  in  business  until 

January.  1889,  when  he  leased  his  farm,  and  sold 
stock,  etc.,  in  the  store  to  Johnson  Bros.,  who  are 
conducting  it  now.  Mr.  Morris  was  postmaster  at 
Plum  Point  for  a number  of  years,  and  tilled  that 
position  creditably  and  well.  On  the  subject’s 
large  farm  there  are  300  acres  under  cultivation, 
100  of  which  were  opened  by  himself.  He  erected 
a tine  residence  at  a cost  of  82,000,  also  put  up  a 
cotton-gin,  out  buildings,  and  a numl)er  of  cabins, 
etc.  Since  buying  the  estate  the  Government  has 
built  a levee,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  revet- 
ing  the  bank  along  the  river  front,  which  improves 
his  place  to  a great  extent.  On  October  I,  1887, 
Mr.  Morris  opened  a branch  store  at  Osceola,  and 
since  closing  at  Plum  Point,  he  has  centered  his 
whole  attention  at  the  O.sceola  store,  which  is  con- 
ducted in  partnership  with  F.  R.  Lanier,  Jr. 
He  has  an  extensive  stock  of  general  merchandise. 


and  does  a commission  business,  also,  of  bmnng 
cotton  and  all  farm  produce.  To  ALr.  Morris’ 
marriage  have  been  born  three  children:  Carrie 

F.  ; Maggie  5Iay.  who  died  at  the  agi.‘  of  three 
years,  and  Plumie  E.  Mr.  Morris  is  a member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Lodge,  Osceola.  Though  still  a 
young  man,  Mr.  Morris’  business  capacities,  and 
extensive  experience  with  the  resources  of  this 
county,  have  enabled  him  to  take  a foremost  place 
in  its  affairs;  while  his  pleasing,  social  qualities 
and  gentlemanly  manners  make  him  a pleasant 
companion  and  friend. 

F.  M.  Mosley.  It  was  in  1849  that  Air.  Mos 
ley  first  became  a resident  of  Arkansas,  having 
come  from  his  native  State  of  Tennessee,  where  he 
was  born  in  1832,  with  his  parents,  of  whom  he  was 
the  fourth  of  their  nine  children.  Harrison  Mos- 
ley and  Mary  Davis  Evans,  the  parents,  both  Vir- 
ginians, were  married  in  their  native  State,  and 
soon  after  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  the  father 
followed  the  life  of  a farmer  until  his  death,  in  1849. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  the  remainder  of  the  family 
came  to  St.  Francis  County.  Ark.,  where  F.  M. 
Mosley  resided  until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Mis- 
sissippi County,  where  he  farmed  on  rented  land 
until  the  close  of  the  war;  then,  in  partnership  with 
H.  T.  Blythe,  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Chicka- 
sawba  Township,  on  which  they  erected  a horse 
cotton-gin.  A few  years  later  they  put  in  steam 
machinery,  but  in  1873,  Mr.  Mosley  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  gin,  as  well  as  his  farm  of  160  acres, 
and  purchased  his  present  property,  one  mile  west 
of  Blythesville.  which  comprises  a tract  of  eighty 
acres,  of  which  fifty  are  under  cultivation.  He  took 
possession  of  this  place  in  1879^  all  of  which  was 
covered  with  woods  at  that  time,  and  since  then  he 
has  cleared  fifty  acres  and  built  an  excellent  dwell- 

ingr  house;  he  also  has  a fine  collection  of  fruit 
I 

trees.  It  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  places  in  all 
the  neighborhood,  and  is  the  result  of  thrift  and 
energy,  which  are  among  the  leading  characteri>tics 
of  5Ir.  Mosley.  His  land  is  e.xceptionally  produc- 
I five,  and  readily  yields  a bale  of  ct)tton  to  the  acre. 

I He  has  been  married  twice,  first  in  1854.  to  Mary 
Thompson,  of  Arkansas,  who  died  in  1872,  leaving 
one  child,  Tabitha  Ellen,  the  wife  i)f  Dr.  Jones. 
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Ilis  second  union  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
and  was  with  Miss  Alice  Williams,  a daughter  of 
Tames  H.  Williams,  whose  sketch  a]u>ears  in  this 
work.  They  have  three  children;  k raucisM.,  who 
died  in  infancy  in  1875;  James  H.  and  Willie 
Bacchus.  He  is  a patron  of  education,  is  a prac- 
tical and  successful  farmer,  and  by  reading  and 
observation  has  become  well  posted  in  business  af- 
fairs. 

Thomas  H.  Musgrave.  The  following  is  a brief 
sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Musgrave,  a man  whose 
present  substantial  position  in  life  has  been  reached 
entirely  through  his  own  perseverance;  and  the 
facts  connected  with  his  agricultural  operations, 
and  their  results,  only  show  what  a person  with 
courage  and  enlightened  views  can  accomplish. 
He  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  Old  North 
State,  in  1847,  and  eleven  years  of  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  were  spent  in  attending  school.  His 
primary  training  was  received  in  the  schools  of 
Branchville,  Charleston  and  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and 
in  1855,  he  came  with  his  father  to  Somerville, 
Tenn. , w’here  he  attended  the  academy  three  years; 
in  1859  he  went  to  Peoria,  111. , and  attended  the 
High  School  one  year;  in  1803  he  entered  the  St. 
Louis  University,  where  he  remained  till  he  com- 
pleted his  collegiate  career,  graduating  in  1868. 
He  came  immediately  to  his  home  in  Arkansas, 
where  he  rested  for  a short  time,  and  then  obtained 
employment  at  Hale’s  Point,  Tenn.,  as  a book- 
keeper, which  position  he  held  until  1873,  when  he 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Mississippi  County.  His 
property  then  consisted  of  500  acres  of  land,  with 
about  twenty  acres  in  cultivation,  but  with  an 
incumbrance  of  $1,700,  part  of  the  purchase  money 
due  the  vendor.  He  set  earnestly  and  persistently 
to  work  to  clear  his  land  of  debt,  which  he  soon 
did,  and  then  began  to  clear  it  of  the  timl)er  and 
prepare  it  for  cultivation.  He  not  only  succeeded 
in  paying  for  his  land  and  clearing  150  acres  more 
on  the  same  farm,  but  also  added  to  his  lands  from 
time  to  time,  until  he  has  owned  over  1,000  acres, 
and  now  owns  about  2,500  acres  of  superior  land, 
with  150  acres  this  year  in  cultivation,  and  two 
small  farms  “lying  out’’  for  want  of  tenants.  He 
luis  sokl  considerable  property,  some  of  which  was 


well  improved,  and  a part  of  which  he  cleared.  On 
his  extensive  domains  is  some  of  the  choicest  laud 
to  be  found  in  the  State.  A bale  of  cotton  can 
easily  be  raised  to  the  acre,  some  of  his  tenants 
occasionally  making  more.  Nine  families  now  live 
on  and  cultivate  his  lands,  hut  Mr.  Muscrrave  savs 
ho  has  room  for  and  would  gladly  furnish  fifty  more 
with  homes.  A large  area,  which,  twenty  five  years 
ago,  was  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  has  been 
added  to  this  tract  of  land  by  the  river  shifting  its 
channel,  and  now,  where  a few  years  since  steam- 
boats plowed  the  turbid  waters  of  this  mightv 
stream,  can  be  seen  some  of  the  finest  fields  of  cot- 
ton and  corn  in  the  State.  Mr.  Musgrave  possesses 
decided  literary  tastes,  and  has  been  quite  an  ex 
tensive  student  of  both  law  and  medicine.  He  has 
never  taken  a very  active  part  in  the  political  affairs 
of  his  county,  thotigh  he  served  three  terms  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  but  refused  to  qualify  after 
having  been  elected  the  fourth  time.  He  was  nomi- 
.nated  by  the  Democratic  convention  for  county  sur- 
veyor, and  fully  indorsed  by  the  Republican  con- 
vention for  the  same  position,  all  without  his  knowl- 
edge; but,  when  elected,  declined  to  discharge  the 
duties,  preferring  the  quiet  and  easy  life  on  his 
farm.  Although  not  an  active  politician,  he  is  a 
close  and  diligent  student,  keeping  well  posted  and 
fully  abreast  with  the  times;  possessing  a bold  and 
vigorous  mind,  he  does  not  swerve  one  iota  from 
what  he  deems  to  be  just  and  right.  His  reputa- 
tion for  honesty  and  integrity  has  been  often  tried 
and  found  pure,  and  his  financial  ability  has  been 
more  than  once  put  to  the  test,  but  never  without 
credit  to  himself;  his  social  (pialities  are  well  known 
and  appreciated,  and  he  has  hosts  of  friends  whose 
confidence  and  esteem  are  his  highest  eulogium. 
An  excellent  portrait  of  him  appears  in  this  work. 
He  was  the  second  of  three  children  born  to  ^\'ill 
iain  R.  and  Mary  E.  Musgrave,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  North  Carolina,  and  were  there  reareil  and 
married,  moving  shortly  after  to  South  Carolina, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  the  steamboat  Imsi 
ness,  and  later  worked  in  the  machine  sho[)s  at 
Charleston.  He  afterwanl  became  connected  with 
the  railroad  business,  which  lie  discontinued  in  1857. 
prior  to  coming  to  Arkansas,  following  this  occu- 
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pation  in  Somerville,  Tenn.,  to  which  State  he 
removed  in  1855.  Upon  coming  to  Arkansas  he 
located  in  Mississippi  County,  and  there  engaged 
ill  the  saw- mill  iDUsiness,  which  was  ccmtiuucd  iiiilil 
1860.  At  that  date  he  bought  556  acres  of  laud 
in  Hickman  Township,  a portion  of  which  land 
was  cleared  and  under  cultivation.  He  continued 
to  improve  his  property,  and  soon  had  over  100 
acres  in  cultivation,  the  rest  being  devoted  to  rais- 
ing stock.  In  1862  the  war  put  an  end  to  these 
operations,  and  he  engaged  in  commercial  life, 
operating  mainly  in  Lauderdale  County,  Tenn., 
though  he  bought  large  quantities  of  cotton  in  the 
adjoining  counties  of  that  State,  and  some  in  the 
northeastern  counties  of  Arkansas.  He  died  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ky..  June  14,  1864,  ending  an  active  and 
well  spent  life.  William  R.  Musgrave  was  a very 
affable  and  well-known  man,  greatly  esteemed  by 
numerous  friends.  His  widow  died  in  the  spring 
of  1884,  at  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

F.  Musick.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  cir- 
cumstances in  life  may  make  or  mar  the  prospects 
of  man  to  a certain  extent,  but  a determined  spirit 
will  bend  even  the  force  of  circumstances  to  its 
will.  The  career  of  Mr.  Musick  since  his  arrival 
upon  the  stage  of  human  action  is  abundant  proof 
of  this  trite  saying.  He  was  bom  in  Virginia,  and 
his  parents,  Russell  and  Elizabeth  (Dowell)  Mu- 
sick, who  came  from  Virginia  to  Mississippi  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  in  1855.  located  on  Frenchman's  Bayou, 
wLere  they  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  with 
about  five  acres  cleared.  Here,  with  the  help  of 
his  sons,  six  in  number.  Mr.  Musick  cleared  about 
eighty  acres,  but  sold  out  previous  to  the  war, 
and,  in  1864,  moved  to  Alexander  County,  111. 
There  the  father  and  mother  passed  their  last 
days,  dying  within  four  days  of  each  other,  and 
only  a short  time  after  reaching  Illinois.  The 
children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  came  back  to 
Mississippi  County,  in  1865,  and  here  F.  Musick, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  commenced  planting 
cotton.  In  1870  he  purchased  180  acres  of  land, 
with  about  sixteen  acres  cleared,  to  which  he  after- 
ward added  about  eighty  acres  more.  This  place 
he  sold  to  Henry  Criegher,  and  then  purchased 
his  present  property,  consisting  of  0)(l  acres  on 


the  Bayou,  with  about  sixty  acres  cleared.  To 
this  he  has  since  added  about  eighty  acres  more, 
which  he  has  under  a tine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
raises  ai)Out  one  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He 
has  built  five  houses  on  the  place,  one  barn,  and 
two  store  buildings,  one  16x70,  and  the  other 
20x24,  in  which  he  carries  a well  selected  stock  of 
general  merchandise,  valued  at  from  $3,000  to 
$7,000.  This  business  he  established  about  seven 
years  ago  in  company  with  his  brother.  In  1885 
the  firm  dissolved  partnership,  and  F.  Musick  con- 
tinued the  business.  His  sales  run  from  $8,000 
to  $10,000  per  annum.  5Ir.  Musick’ s first  mar- 
riage was  to  5Iiss  Martha  Barham,  daughter  of 
James  Barham,  a native  of  Tennessee.  Mrs. 
Musick  died  in  1874,  leaving  two  children:  J.  A. 
F.,  a voting  man  at  home  assisting  his  father  in 
the  store,  and  C.  C. , who  died  when  seventeen 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Musick’ s second  marriaire  was 
to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Young,  whom  he  wedded  in  Octo- 
ber, 1884.  She  is  a daughter  of  Mrs.  Lierley,  of 
Lawrence  County,  Ark.  Two  children  were  the 
result  of  this  union:  Callie  (a  son)  and  Clara. 
Mr.  Musick  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
also  of  the  K.  of  H. . and  he  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Silas  F.  Myers  has  been  a resident  of  IMissis- 
j sippi  County,  for  the  past  thirty-six  years,  and 
has  spent  a lifetime  in  pursuing  the  noble  voca- 
tion of  agriculture,  having  learned  this  occupation 
of  his  father  who  was  an  extensive  tobacco  planter 
in  Kentucky.  His  life  has  not  been  without  ad- 
venture or  self-denying  experiences,  yet  success 
has  attended  him  both  in  material  affairs  a:ul  in 
the  esteem  which  has  been  accorded  him  by  those 
among  whom  he  has  so  long  made  his  home.  He 
was  born  in  Macon  County,  111.,  but  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  montbs  was  taken  by  his  father  to  Davi- 
County,  Ky. , and  remained  on  the  latter's  tobacco 
plantation  until  1852.  or  until  he  was  twenty -two 
years  of  age.  His  father,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Levi  Myers,  died  about  1837,  and  the  mother, 
-whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Campbtdl. 
was  a daughter  of  Hetiry  Campbell,  of  Virginia. 
Abraham  Myers,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a 
German.  To  Levi  Myers  and  wife  a family  of 
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nine  children  were  born,  of  whom  Silas  F.  Myers 
is  the  only  surviving  member.  The  latter  came  to 
Mi.ssissippi  County,  Ark. , and  raised  a crop  of  cot- 
ton ihe  same  year  on  rented  land,  and  has  ,-,ince 
raised  a crop  of  from  50  to  125  acres  of  cotton 
each  year.  He  has  nearly  always  w'orked  on  new 
ground,  and  has  cleared  sixty-three  acres  in  one 
place,  fifteen  in  another,  and  ten,  twenty  five,  eighty, 
twenty  and  sixteen  acres,  respectively.  In  1870  he 
purchased  land  to  the  amount  of  118  acres,  all  of 
which  he  has  under  the  plow.  He  is  very  pleasantly 
situated,  and  his  residence  is  substantial  and  roomy, 
being  72x34  feet,  with  a hallway  running  through 
the  center,  and  a large  porch  extending  around 
the  house.  It  was  built  by  his  individual  labor 
with  the  exception  of  about  one  week’s  work,  when 
a carpenter  was  employed,  and  is  excellently  fin- 
ished inside  and  out.  Four  families  and  three 
single  men  are  employed  to  keep  the  farm  in  order, 
and  on  the  place  are  five  good  workmen’s  cabins. 
He  has  a large  orchard,  well  stocked  with  different 
varieties  of  peaches,  apples,  pears,  plums,  etc. 
Two  years  after  coming  to  Mississippi  County, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  T.  Williamson, 
a daughter  of  Richard  and  Harriet  (Willing- 
ham) Williamson,  who  were  formerly  from  Ala- 
bama, but  removed  to  Tennessee  when  Mrs,  Myers 
was  a small  child,  and  when  she  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  came  to  Mississippi  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Myers’  children  are  as  follows:  Joseph 
B.,  a commercial  traveler  for  a Memphis,  Tenn., 
house;  James  H. , a planter  residing  at  Nodena,  is 
married,  his  wife’s  maiden  name  being  Nora  Cis- 
sell,  a daughter  of  Levi  Cissell;  and  Minnie  O. , 
Nancy  Ardella,  and  Cora  Elizabeth,  at  home. 
Three  children  died  in  infancy,  and  one  son  died 
when  eleven  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers, 
their  daughter,  Nancy  Ardella,  and  son,  James  H., 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  No- 
dena, while  IVIiss  Minnie  O.  belongs  to  the  same 
church  at  Osceola.  Mr.  Myers  is  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F.  & A.  IM.,  of  Osceola. 

George  W.  Neel,  a prominent  farmer  near 
Blythesville,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Obion  County, 
Tenn.,  in  1858.  He  was  the  eleventh  in  a family 
of  fifteen  children  born  to  John  T.  and  Martha  A. 
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(Simmons)  Neel.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  where  the  father’s  occupation  was 
farming,  and  where  he  died  on  December  12, 
lit)4.  The  mother  still  resides  in  that  State. 

' George  W.  Neel  attended  the  public  schools  of 
‘ that  period,  but  his  educational  advantages  were 
; very  limited,  and  he  did  not  receive  the  schooling 
! his  ambition  desired.  He  remained  at  home  until 
his  majority,  and  in  November,  1882,  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Ray,  a young  widow  lady  of  that 
vicinity.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Neel  purchased 
a farm,  and  settled  upon  it  with  his  bride,  where 
he  resided  until  the  year  1880,  when  he  exchanged 
his  Tennessee  farm  for  one  in  Arkansas,  a fine  tract 
of  forty  acres,  all  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  bearing  grass,  clover,  corn  and  cotton;  has  also 
a splendid  orchard,  with  which  he  has  taken  great 
pains  to  bring  to  as  near  perfection  as  possible. 

’ He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Ag- 
’ ricultural  Wheel,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
I ing  and  energetic  of  the  vounger  farmers  in  this 
I section.  Mr.  Neel  is'held  in  the  highest  regard 
I by  his  neighbors,  and  deserves  the  success  that  has 
come  upon  his  efforts.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Neel  were  born  four  children;  Elizabeth  La- 
vina,  Georgie  Elnora  Belle,  Flora  Dora  Lee  and 
James  Edwards. 

William  H.  Oglesby,  M.  D.  Since  Dr.  Ogles- 
by’s location  in  Mississippi  County,  Ark,,  he  has 
shown  himself  eminently  worthy  of  the  confidence 
and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  all  classes,  and  has 
proved  himself  to  be  a physician  of  decided  merit. 
He  was  born  on  Blue  Grass  soil  in  1854,  and  up 
! to  1860  resided  on  a farm  in  the  country,  but  at 
’ that  date  his  father,  W.  A.  Oglesby,  depai'ted  this 
[ life,  and  the  family  then  took  up  their  abode  in 
' Owensboro,  where  William  H.  attended  school  un- 
til about  fifteen  years  of  age,  making  good  use  of 
I his  time  while  opportunity  offered.  Imbued  with 
a determination  to  secure  a good  education,  he  en- 
tered the  Kentucky  Wesleyan  University  at  Mil- 
lersburg,  which  institution  he  attendeil  two  years, 
and  then  clerked  for  two  years  in  a store,  his  leis- 
ure moments  being  given  to  the  study  of  medicine, 
for  which  science  he  had  a predilection.  The 
years  of  1875-76  were  spent  in  Slaughtersville, 
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where  he  pursued  hi.s  medical  researches,  and  he 
then  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  taking  lectures  during  the 
winter  of  lS7l)-77.  Tn  the  latter  year  he  came  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  began  clerking  for 
J.  B.  Tisserand;  but  some  five  months  later  he  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he 
has  continued  with  a rapidly  increasing  practice, 
up  to  the  present  time.  In  the  winter  of  1S84-S5 
he  attended  lectures  at  the  Memphis  Hospital  Med- 
ical College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
March,  1885.  Dr.  Oglesby  is  a hard  student,  and 
keeps  thoroughly  apace  with  the  strides  which  are 
being  constantly  made  in  his  profession,  and  takes 
a number  of  leading  medical  journals.  He  has  a 
very  pleasant  and  comfortable  home  in  the  village 
of  Blythesville,  his  residence  being  erected  in  1881; 
and  in  addition  to  this  has  eighty  acres  of  arable 
land,  of  which  sixty  are  under  cultivation.  The 
Doctor  is  a married  man.  Miss  Cullie  Wao^croner 
becoming  his  wife  in  1879.  She  is  a daucrhter  of 
James  Waggoner,  an  old  settler  of  the  county. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chirrch, 
and  she  and  the  Doctor  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, Gipsy  and  Mary  Lorine.  Dr.  Oglesby  has 
always  been  a patron  of  education,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent a member  of  the  school  board  of  Blythesville. 
His  parents,  W.  A.  and  Katie  (Haiding)  Oglesby, 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  he  was 
the  fourth.  Both  parents  were  Kentuckians,  the 
father  being  a planter  of  that  State,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  throughout  life. 

J.  B.  Perkins,  a gentleman  of  wonderful  ability, 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1849,  and  is  the  oldest 
living  child  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Herron) 
Perkins,  of  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a farmer, 
and  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1859,  where  he  set- 
tled in  Randolph  Coiinty,  and  entered  a tract  of 
land  upon  which  he  made  a home  for  his  family 
until  the  first  alarm  of  war  broucfht  a distressincr 
separation.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and,  after  a brave  struggle  for  the  cause  he  under- 
took, met  death  like  a soldier  should  at  Mem{)his, 
in  1862.  The  family  continued  to  reside  in  Ran- 
dolph County  until  1864,  when  they  moved  to  Mis- 
sissippi County  and  settled  at  Beaver  Point.  There 


they  farmed  and  rented  land  for  several  years,  and 
in  1875  came  to  Cross  Bayou,  where  they  settled 
I on  fifty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  has  since  then  ^ 
becijme  greatly  im[)ruved  through  the  efforts  of  J. 

B.  Perkins.  He  has  erected  several  sub.stantial  ' 
buildings,  and  put  about  forty  acres  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  His  land  will  yield  three- 
quarters  of  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre;  and,  besides 
this,  he  has  raised  a fine  orchard.  In  1874,  Mr. 
Perkins  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Starling,  a na- 
tive of  Columbia  County,  Ark. , and  a daughter  of 
John  Washington  Starling,  an  old  settler  of  that 
county.  Four  children  were  born  to  the  parents: 
Sallie,  George  Washington,  Eddie  and  Minnie,  the 
two  latter  deceased.  John  Perkins,  a brother  of 
Mr.  Perkins,  moved  to  this  county  at  the  same 
time  with  the  latte*r,  and  both  l)rothers  bought 
land  adjoining.  John  bought  sixty-six  acres,  on 
which  he  made  a great  many  improvements  and 
erected  buildings,  and  cleared  about  thirty-five 
acres,  which  he  put  under  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Mary  Ben- 
nett, a daughter  of  John  Bennett,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Mississippi  County.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  of  wdiom  two  have  died.  The 
names  of  their  children  are  John  F.,  Mary  E., 
William,  Rosa  Lee,  James  Troy  (deceased),  Cor- 
delia (deceased)  and  Nancy.  5Ir.  Perkins  w'as  a 
representative  citizen  of  Mississippi  County,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  educational  matters,  serving 
as  school  director  for  several  terms.  He  was  also 
a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  as  wuis  also  I 
his  brother,  J.  B.  Perkins.  His  death  occurred  ^ 
on  December  16,  1887,  leaving  a large  circle  of 
friends  and  his  family  to  mourn  their  loss.  The 
mother  of  these  tw’o  brothers  is  still  living  in  this 
vicinity,  and  enjoying  the  best  of  health,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years.  ! 

C.  H.  Powell,  farmer  and  merchant,  Osceola. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Powell,  Joseph  Powell,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  who,  after  reaching  luanhood, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Dliss  Eliza  Ann  Walton, 
a native  of  Kentucky.  The  father  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  many  years,  and  in  about 
1859,  moved  to  Mississij>pi  County.  Ark.,  where 
I for  a year  or  two  he  made  his  home  with  Mr. 
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Lyuch.  He  then  rented  land  and  continued  tilling 
the  soil,  and,  in  connection,  also  bandied  cord-wood 
for  the  steamboats.  He  was  killed  during  the  war 
bv  a neigiibor.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  C.  H.  Powell  was  the  third.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Hindman.  Ky.,  in  the  year 
1847,  and  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when 
his  father  was  killed.  He  then  sent  his  mother 
back  to  Kentucky,  while  he  engaged  as  clerk  at 
Hindman  for  a time,  and  later  returned  to  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Harrington,  a native  of  Mississippi  County, 
and  the  daugrhter  of  Whitincj  Harrington,  one  of 
the  leading  settlers  of  this  section.  x4.fter  marriage. 
Mr.  Powell  opened  a tract  of  land  belonging  to  his 
wife,  and  began  tilling  the  soil.  He  has  made 
many  improvements,  cleared  about  thirty  acres, 
which  are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation,  has  a tine 
orchard,  and  in  1888  he  erected  a good  residence. 
In  1887,  he  purchased  Hvo  acres  near  the  town, 
and  on  this  has  erected  four  tenant  houses.  He 
began  a general  grocery  business  at  Lynch’s  Land- 
ing in  1884,  and  remained  there  four  years,  with 
a constantly  increasing  trade.  In  1887,  he  leased 
a lot  a short  distance  up  the  river,  erected  a build- 
ing, and  still  continues  his  former  trade  with  un- 
usually good  success.  The  fruits  of  his  union  with 
Miss  Harrington  w'ere  fourteen  children  (six  now 
living):  William  Joseph;  Sallie,  wife  of  Joseph 
Violet,  and  resides  with  her  parents;  Eula,  wife 
of  William  Mitchell,  and  lives  in  the  vicinity;  Fan- 
nie, at  home;  Lucy,  died  at  the  age  of  live  years; 
John  (deceased),  Elisha,  at  home,  and  Cornelius 
Prewitt.  The  remainder  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Powell  is  not  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  local 
improvements,  and  also  in  school  matters,  having 
served  as  director  for  six  years. 

G.  W.  Pratt  is  a name  familiar  to  residents  of 
Mississippi  County.  Its  owner  is  a prominent 
saw- mill  operator  at  Pecan  Point,  who  was  born  in 
Decatur  County,  Tenn.,  in  1843,  and  was  the  old- 
est child  in  a family  of  nine  children  born  to  Rich- 
ard T.  and  iMildretl  (Walker)  Pratt.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  leading  farmers,  and  a pioneer  of 
\\  eat  Tennessee,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  time 


of  his  death,  in  1874,  ten  days  after  the  demise  of 
his  wife.  This  was  an  incident  that  ke]it  tirmly 
imbedded  in  the  minds  of  their  children,  and  did 
not  remove  its  melancholy  impression  for  many 
years  afterward.  Upon  returning  home  from  the 
funeral  of  his  faithful  wife  the  father  seemed  to 
have  a presentiment  of  his  coming  fate,  and,  weighed 
down  by  the  grief  and  sadness  of  his  bereavement, 
told  his  children  that  death  would  claim  him  before 
many  days.  Exactly  ten  days  afterward  he  passed 
away,  and  his  words  were  verified.  G.  W.  Partt 
remained  at  home  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  when 
he  commenced  Hat- boating  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  continued  at  that  employment  until  1800. 
He  then  went  to  clerking  on  one  of  the  large  river 
steamboats  until  1801,  when  the  rumors  of  war 
came  penetrating  through  hills  and  valleys,  and 
calling  the  men  to  arms.  Like  many  other  chival- 
rous young  men  of  the  South,  he  cast  his  fortunes 
with  the  Confederacy,  and  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Fifth  Tennessee  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col. 
Travis,  and  was  elected  to  the  rank  of  corporal. 
At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  received  a terrible  wound, 
and  was  granted  a furlough  of  sixty  days.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  having  recovered,  he  organized  a 

cavalry  company  with  Capt.  D- commanding, 

and  served  as  first  lieutenant  for  three  months, 
when  the  company  was  divided  into  two.  and  he 
received  the  rank  of  captain.  He  then  joined  Col. 
Cox’s  regiment,  and  campaigned  through  East 
Tennessee,  and  was  in  almost  innumerable  skir- 
mishes and  minor  engagements  during  the  entire 
time.  In  the  spring  of  1805  the  company  dis- 
banded after  almost  continual  fighting  throughout 
its  entire  service,  and  he  returned  home.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  he  went  to  Bartlett.  Tenn., 
and  engaged  in  carpenter  work  to  some  extent,  but 
afterward  moved  to  Brunswick,  where  he  remained 
seven  years.  In  1878  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  Johnston,  of  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  uho 
lived  but  two  years  after  marriage,  and  died,  leav- 
ing one  son.  John,  who  is  now  attending  school  at 
Princeton,  Ky.  In  1871)  Ivlr.  Pratt  was  marrieJ, 
at  Oakland,  Tenn..  his  secontl  wife  being  IMiss 
Nannie,  a sister  of  his  former  wife.  This  lady 
lived  but  eighteen  months,  and  after  her  death  he 
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spent  several  months  .seeking  a location  in  which  ^ 
to  settle.  He  final ly  decided  on  Pecan  Point,  and 
moved  to  this  point  in  18S2,  entering  at  once  | 
into  his  trade  of  carpentering  a.nd  hnihling  with  so 
much  success  that  now  almost  every  building  in 
that  place  can  truthfully  be  said  to  have  been 
erected  by  him.  In  February,  1S88,  he  purchased 
a saw-mill,  which  he  erected  on  the  river  bank, 
that  has  a capacity  of  10,000  feet  of  lumber  per 
day,  and  the  demand  largely  exceeds  the  supply. 
Mr.  Pratt  has  also  built  a tramway  two  miles  in 
length,  extending  to  the  timber  region,  and  as  soon 
as  the  woods  become  exhausted  he  will  build  it 
farther  out.  He  has  several  tramcars  running, 
and  a force  of  fourteen  men  at  work  constantly. 
Mr.  Pratt  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
Pecan  Point  Lodge,  under  dispensation  at  the 
present  time.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of 
O. , Pecan  Point,  and  Eastern  Star,  and  attends  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  this  point,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  all  affairs  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  all  things 
that  promise  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  this  section, 
and  is  one  of  Mississippi  County’s  most  enterpris- 
ing and  valued  citizens.  Mr.  Pratt  is  a good  busi- 
ness man,  and  an  admirable  mechanic  and  archi- 
tect. He  is  a great  friend  of  the  children  for  miles 
around,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  see  the  little  tots 
leave  everyone  else  and  flock  around  him  whenever 
he  puts  in  an  appearance.  His  own  pluck  and 
determination  have  placed  him  in  an  independent 
position,  and  his  courteous  manner  has  won  him 
many  friends. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Prewitt,  a prominent  physician, 
of  Osceola,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Missouri  in  1844, 
and  from  an  early  age  displayed  an  eagerness  for 
study  and  a desire  for  a professional  life.  He  was 
the  eldest  of  six  children  born  to  Joseph  E.  and 
Naoma  (Nash)  Prewitt,  natives  of  the  “ Blue  Grass 
State.”  The  father  was  a successful  tiller  of  the 
soil,  and  followed  this  occupation  in  his  native 
State  until  his  removal  to  Missouri,  which  took 
place  in  1838.  He  located  in  Pike  County,  and 
was  one  of  its  earliest  settlers.  The  {)aternal 
grandfather,  Robei’t  C.  Prewitt,  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  came  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day, 


where  he  followed  farming.  He  participated  in 
the  War  of  1812,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Raisin  River,  and  was  held  by  the  Indians  all 
winter.  He  afterward  returned  tn  iventucky,  but 
subsequently  emigrated  to  Missouri,  where  he  died 
in  1850.  The  maternal  grandfather.  William  N. 
Nash,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  but  emigrated  to 
Kentucky,  where  he  died  and  is  buried.  Dr. 
Robert  C.  Prewitt  improved  the  educational  ad- 
vantages offered  him  in  the  common  schools,  and 
in  1861  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  hisrmcle, 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Prewitt,  in  Pike  County,  Mo.  Dur 
ing  1862-03  he  attended  lectures  at  St.  Louis 
Medical  College,  but  the  year  previous  to  this  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  was  sent  to 
Southwest  Missouri,  where  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fulton,  Mount  Zion  Wilson  Creek  and 
Lexington.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  last- 
named  place,  but  became  ill,  and  soon  returned 
home.  In  January,  1864,  the  Doctor  went  to 
Kentucky,  and  located  at  Athens,  Fayette  County, 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In 
October,  of  the  same  year,  he  married  Miss  Lottie 
C.  Stephens,  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Edwin  Stephens,  also  a native  of  the  “ Blue 
Grass  State,”  and  a merchant  of  Lexington,  who 
died  of  cholera  in  1849.  Dr.  Prewitt  remained  in 
Athens  until  1873,  when  he  went  to  Helena,  Ark., 
and  bought  a farm  on  Old  Town  Ritlge.  He  re- 
mained  there  for  four  years,  and  then  came  to 
Osceola,  Ark.,  where  he  has  been  practicing  ever 
since,  and  has  acquired  no  inferior  reputation  for 
his  ability  as  a physician  and  surgeon.  In  1877 
he  opened  a fine  drug  store  in  the  place,  which 
was  practically  the  first  in  Osceola,  and  ran  this 
for  eight  years.  In  1879  he  took  a course  of  lec- 
tures at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  graduated  from  the 
Kentucky  School  of  iMedicine  the  same  year.  The 
Doctor  is  a member  of  the  county  examining  board, 
is  ex-president  of  the  Mississippi  County  Medical 
Society,  is  a member  of  the  State  iMedical  Society, 
and  is  ex-president  of  the  Tri-State  ^ledical  Asso- 
ciation. of  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and  Tennessee. 
To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Prewitt  were  born  six  children; 
Jose[)h  E.,  Laura  (attending  school  at  Richmond. 
Ky. ),  Robert  C.  and  Sarah.  Two  were  born  dead. 
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W.  H.  Pullen.  It  was  in  the  capacity  of  a mer- 
chant that  Mr.  Pullen  first  became  acquainted 
■with  the  people  of  Mississippi  County,  and  they 
with  him,  and  such  ha>  lieeii  his  record  a.s  a 
t business  man,  that  his  success  is  assured.  He 
came  to  Frenchman’s  Bayou  from  Memphis  in 
July,  1888,  and  bought  out  Dr.  Joyner’s  store, 
since  which  time  he  has  enlarged  the  build- 
ing and  added  to  the  stock,  so  that  now  he  has 
the  largest  and  best  selected  stock  of  goods  in 
the  county  outside  of  Osceola.  Mr.  Pullen  has 
been  recently  appointed  postmaster  at  Bardstown. 
He  'W’as  born  in  Sardis,  Panola  County,  Miss. , but 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Memphis,  where  he  was 
: reared  and  educated.  When  but  sixteen  years  of 

j age  young  Pullen  embarked  in  business  for  him- 
! self  by  working  for  the  Hernando  Insxirance  Com- 
! pany  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  also  engaged 
with  Lemon  & Gale,  of  Memphis,  in  the  dry  goods 
business.  At  the  age  of  twenty  seven  he  came  to 
Mississippi  County,  and,  as  above  stated,  bought  out 
the  store  of  Dr.  Joyner.  He  carries  a stock  of  gen- 
! eral  merchandise  valued  at  about  §6,000,  and  is  one 
j of  the  promising  young  business  men  of  the  county. 

[ He  chose  his  life  companion  in  the  person  of  Miss 
I Lou  Haynes,  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  Haynes,  a 
j Kentuckian  by  birth,  who  was  colonel  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  war,  and  who  had  two  lu'others  in 
I the  Confederate  armv.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pullen 
j has  been  born  one  child.  King  Haynes  Pullen,  a 
j bright  baby  boy,  the  delight  of  the  family.  Ben- 
. jamin  K.  Pullen,  father  of  W.  H.  Pullen,  was  a 
' native  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  to  Memphis, 
j Tenn.,  before  the  war,  and  during  the  wmr  was  in 
the  Confederate  service.  He  occupied  a position 
as  captain  of  the  commissary  department  in  a Mis- 
sissippi regiment.  When  Memphis  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Union  army,  he  brought  his  family  to 
Panola  County,  Miss.  After  the  war  the  family 
moved  back  to  Memphis.  A brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, Charles  Lesslie  Pullen,  now  one  of  the  editors 
I of  the  Sunday  Times  of  ^Memphis,  has  been  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Folk-Lore  Society,  of 
I London,  England,  a verv  exclusive  club,  he  being 
J among  the  few  members  receiving  that  honor  in 
j the  United  States. 


J.  L.  Quarles,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Mississippi  County, 
Ark.,  is  a native  of  Tallahatchee  County,  Miss., 
where  he  roiiiained  until  the  bre-aking  out  of  the 
late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twen 
ty-seventh  Mississipjii  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  in  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  also  taking 

I part  in  the  Perry ville,  Ky..  battle.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Murfreesboro.  Chickamauga,  and  in  the 
latter  battle  was  wounded,  by  having  a minie  ball 
enter  his  neck  and  come  out  near  the  spinal  col- 
umn. He  next  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  where  the  company  went  in  thirty-seven 
strong,  and  only  six  returned  unscathed.  He  was 
at.  Missionary  Ridge.  Resaca  (Ga.  j.  New  Hope 
Church,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  and  Franklin  (Tenn.  ), 
and  was  mustered  out  and  paroled  at  Grenada. 
Miss.,  after  which  he  returned  to  Tallahatchee 
County,  and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
for  two  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Carroll  \ 
County,  of  the  same  State,  and  after  tilling  the 
soil  until  December,  1887,  ho  and  family  took  pos- 
session of  Shawnee  Village,  for  Mrs.  7\  . S.  Brans - 
ford,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  Mr.  Quarles  superin 
tends  the  whole  place,  which  consists  of  1,460 
acres,  with  700  under  cultivation.  He  thinks  Ar- 
kansas one  of  the  best  countries  in  the  w’orld  in 
which  to  raise  live  stock,  especially  mules,  and 
says  he  has  twenty  head  on  the  place  for  which  he 
would  not  take  §140  per  head.  These  mules  have 
lived  entirely  on  the  range,  ■winter  and  summer, 
with  no  expense  except  a little  attention  in  the  way 
salting,  etc.  Mr.  Quarles  says  you  may  take  a 
mule  out  of  the  plow  in  July,  when  it  is  almost 
worked  to  a shadow,  and  in  a few  weeks  it  will  be 
fat  and  in  good  condition.  The  above  mentioned 
gentleman  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Quarles 
Bros.,  who  are  now  renting  300  acres  of  the  ^\  ar- 
ner  farm,  in  this  county,  near  McGavock.  Mr. 
Quarles  chose  for  his  life  companion  Miss  L.  F. 
Merrill,  of  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  where  their  chil- 
dren were  all  born.  These  are  named  as  follows: 

B.  W..  now  at  home;  Anna  Merrill,  J.  L..  Jr.. 
Merrill,  Oliver  P.  and  Lucy  F.  They  lost  one 
child,  the  eldest,  at  the  age  of  thrive  years.  Mr-. 

I Quarles  is  the  daughter  of  J.  \\ . §.  Merrill,  of  Car- 
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roll  County.  Miss.,  where  he  is  a civil  engineer  of 
considerable  note  He  has  been  elected  assessor 
and  collector  of  Le  Flore  County,  and  has  been 
surveyor  of  the  United  States  land  office  for  many 
years.  Atr.  Quarles  has  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  of  Greenwood,  Miss.,  for  the  past 
eighteen  years,  and  he  and  wife  and  three  eldest 
children  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

J.  W.  Quinn.  Since  locating  in  Mississippi 
County,  Ark. , Mr.  Quinn  has  enjoyed  the  reputa- 
tion of  being,  not  only  a substantial  and  progres- 
sive planter,  but  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly- 
posted  man  in  all  j)ul)lic  affairs;  and  a short  sketch 
of  his  life  will  be  of  more  than  passing  interest  to 
the  people  of  this  locality.  He  was  born  in  the 
“Palmetto  State,”  in  the  year  1854,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  four  children  born  to  the  marriage  of 
Lawson  Quinn  and  Sarah  Hampton.  The  father 
was  an  energetic  tiller  of  the  soil  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  Vnit  at  that  date  he  laid 
down  the  implements  of  peace,  to  don  the  weapons 
of  warfare,  and  was  a faithful  soldier  in  the  Con- 
federate army  until  he  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Petersburg,  in  1864.  His  widow  afterward  became 
the  worthy  companion  of  W.  P.  Miller,  and  re- 
moved to  East  Tennessee,  coming  in  1874  to  Mis- 
sissippi County,  Ark.  J.  W.  Quinn,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,'  remained  with  his  mother  until 
1877,  when  he  was  taken  sick,  and  went  to  East 
Tennessee  for  medical  treatment,  and  after  recov- 
ering his  health,  to  some  little  extent,  he  attended 
school  for  a short  time.  In  1878  he  made  a trip 
to  the  home  of  his  birth,  where  he  remained  for  a 
while,  then  after  a brief  visit  in  Tennessee,  he 
returned  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.  The  follow- 
ing spring  (1876)  he  rented  thirty  acres  of  land 
here,  and  made  his  first  crop,  and  so  well  did  he 
succeed  that  he  has  since  continued  to  follow  that 
occupation.  As  rent  he  gave  every  fifth  bale  of 
cotton,  and  realized  on  the  crop  exactly  1,000. 
He  was  very  successful  the  next  year  also,  so  that 
in  1888  he  was  able  to  purchase  a tract  of  eighty 
acres,  three  miles  north  of  Osceola,  for  which  ho 
paid  the  sum  of  ^1,750.  Thirty  acres  were  under 
cultivation,  and  since  then  he  has  put  tin'  entire 
tract  undtu'  th(>  jdow.  erecting  good  buildings,  and 


making  other  valuable  improvements.  Finding 
this  farm  insufficient  to  keep  him  employed 
throughout  the  year,  he  rented  land  of  his  neigh-  | 
bin's,  and.  not^vithstaIlding  the  floods  and  other 
discouraging  features,  he  succeeded  in  raising 
good  crops  and  did  well.  In  January,  1886,  he 
made  a trip  to  Texas,  thinking  to  improve  his 
health  by  a change  of  scene  and  climate,  but  not 
liking  it  in  the  “ Lone  Star  State,”  he  returned  to 
xVrkansas  in  September  of  the  same  year,  and  be-  ' 
gan  working  for  William  P.  Hale,  with  whom  he 
entered  into  partnership  about  Christmas,  being  1 
engaged  in  managing  the  latter’s  large  planta-  ' 
tion,  five  miles  above  Osceola.  They  have  ( 1889) 
700  acres  in  cotton  and  corn,  and  realized  on 
their  last  year's  crop  80,000,  their  farm  giving  ; 
employment  to  twenty-seven  families,  numbering 
over  100  people.  They  are  also  quite  extensively 
engarfed  in  raising  a good  grade  of  stock,  and 
have  some  of  the  finest  Durham  cattle  in  this  ^ 
vicinity,  as  well  as  blooded  Berkshire  hogs.  In 
November,  1883,  Miss  Mattie  Spred,  of  this  coun- 
ty, became  his  wife,  she  being  a daughter  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  section.  Their  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children;  Eddie 
Lawson,  and  Earl  and  Eleanor  (twins),  the  latter 
dying  in  infancy.  Mr.  Quinn  is  a member  of  ! 
Lodge  No.  27  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M..  of  O.sceola. 

John  H.  Rainey.  There  are  few  men.  if  any, 
who  have  occupied  a more  prominent  position  or 
contributed  more  toward  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  Mississippi  County,  than  Mr.  Rainey, 
a man  whose  history  has  been  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  affairs  of  Chickasawba  Township, 
that  to  mention  one  necessitates  a sketch  of  the 
other.  He  was  born  in  Jackson  County.  Ala.,  in 
1838,  the  son  of  Samuel  H.  Rainey,  a prominent 
farmer  of  that  State.  The  latter  removed  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  in  1844.  with  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Kelso,  and  his  family  of 
six  children,  and  settled  in  Mississippi  Coimty.  near 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  He  remained  one 
year  on  this  place,  then  moved  to  Osceola,  and  en 
tered  a farm  of  160  acres  two  miles  north  of  the 
town,  on  which  he  made  many  necessary  improve 
merits,  and  soon  had  a pleasant  and  comfortable 
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home  iu  the  woods.  On  this  farm  he  resided  un- 
til his  death  in  ISad,  his  wife  having  departed 
this  life  two  years  earlier.  John  H.  Rainey  was  ; 
reared  on  his  father's  '.voodland  farm,  ami  his 
character  was  so  molded  in  youth  that  it  was  ' 
perhaps  natural  for  him  to  look  upon  farming  as 
the  only  calling  with  which  be  should  identify 
himself  in  after  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  left  homo  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune, 
and  for  a number  of  years  worked  as  a farmhand, 
but  in  ISGO  he  was  appointed  by  Sheriff  Charles 
Bowen,  to  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  of  the 
county,  and  was  given  entire  charge  of  affairs 
when  the  w'ar  broke  out.  as  Mr.  Bowen  was  anxious 
to  join  the  army.  He  continued  to  discharge  his 
duties  very  satisfactorily  until  1862,  when  the 
Federal  troops  took  possession  of  the  county,  and 
he  was  then  compelled  to  tuim  his  attention  to 
other  matters.  He  took  no  part  in  the  war,  but 
during  hostilities  met  with  several  stirring  adven- 
tures. He  continued  to  farm  on  rented  land  until 
1866,  then  purchased  a tract  of  land  embracing 
160  acres  near  Osceola,  nearly  all  of  which  place 
he  succeeded  in  clearing,  and  soon  after  bought 
320  acres  adjoining,  on  which  he  cleared  another 
160  acres,  thus  making  320  acres  under  plow.  In 
1881  he  sold  the  latter  farm  and  moved  to  Chicka-  , 
sawba  Township,  purchasing  wild  land  to  the  ex- 
tent of  660  acres,  on  which  he  moved,  and  began 
immediately  to  improve  with  good  buildings  and 
by  clearing  his  place  from  brush  and  timber.  He 
has  continued  from  time  to  time  to  purchase  land 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  about  4,200  acres, 
with  some  300  acres  under  cultivation,  and  has 
the  timber  of  700  acres  deadened  for  removal.  In 
188")  he  removed  to  a farm  he  had  purchased  in 
Cooktown,  and  two  years  later  bought  one  and  one- 
half  acres  in  North  Chickasawba,  on  which  are 
a cotton  gin,  a store  house  and  a small  residence. 
Mr.  Rainey  has  cleared  over  600  acres  alone, 
which  is  a tine  I'ecord  for  one  man.  His  life  has 
been  one  of  unremittiiiir  toil,  and  though  he  com- 
menced  for  himself  without  much  means  he  is  now 
in  possession  of  tine  y)roperty,  tlu'  r('sult  of  honest 
industry  and  [)erseverance,  and  thoroughly  deserves 
the  respect  which  is  accorded  him.  He  has  now' 


attained  the  age  of  tifty-six  years,  and  for  the  re 
mainder  of  his  days  can  take  the  world  easier,  and 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  early  toil.  On  his  lands 
aj-e  ext<'[i<ivi‘  tracts  h.eavily  cov»u'ed  with  \ alnable 
timber,  which  will  prove  a source  of  wealth  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  put  on  the  market.  iMr.  Rainey 
contemplates  the  immediate  erection  of  a saw- 
mill, as  he  will  require  large  quanties  of  lumber 
in  erecting  numerous  houses  on  his  own  farm.  He 
w'as  married' in  1879  to  iMiss  Sarah  H.  Brown,  a 
native  of  the  State  and  a daughter  of  one  of  the 
old  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  to  their  union 
have  been  born  the  following  interesting  little 
family;  Sarah  J.,  Samuel  H.  and  John  H.  He 
always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  an  act 
ive  advocate  of  public  schools,  having  served  in 
the  capacity  of  director  for  a number  of  years. 
He  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  for 
his  sterling  integrity,  sober  and  sound  judgment, 
broad  intelligence  and  liberal  and  progressive 
ideas.  His  wife  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Rainey  has 
also  held  the  following  offices;  In  1873-74  he 
was  county  assessor,  in  1S75-76  county  surveyor, 
and  is  now  a member  of  the  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion, to  ecyualize  the  assessment  of  county  property. 
To  this  office  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Eagle. 

Parnic  Reed  is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists 
of  Mississippi  County,  -^rk. , and  since  locating 
here,  many  years  ago  (in  1845),  has  seen  many 
changes  in  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
community.  He  was  born  in  the  “Hoosier  State" 
in  1826,  and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  black- 
smithing,  but  after  leaving  home,  on  the  Sth  of 
June,  1843.  he  spent  two  years  in  ffat-boating  on 
the  river,  and  after  a short  time  spent  in  Illinois, 
came  to  Mississippi  County.  Ark.,  locating  at 
Hickman’s  Bend,  where  he  was  engaged  in  boating 
and  rafting,  and  kept  a wood  yard.  At  that  time 
all  the  white  settlers  lived  contiguous  to  the  river, 
the  interior  being  still  occupied  by  the  Indians, 
and  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  roamed  the  woods  at 
will.  After  residing  in  this  locality  until  tlu*  20tli 
of  May,  1854.  he  moved  to  Kansas,  where  he  fol- 
lowed teaming  for  some  time,  and  during  th(>  Kan 
sas  War  was  in  the  battle  of  Lawrence,  and  a 
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number  of  other  engagements  m the  spring  of 
1856.  The  following  year  he  loaded  all  his  effects 
on  a flat-boat  and  floated  down  the  IHissouri  and  , 
^Mississippi  7-ivers  to  Hiclcinnii’s  Rend,  in  i^^is.<i.»^'ip]')i 
County,  Ark.,  at  which  place  he  landed  on  the  i 
22dof  December,  1857,  then  buying  land  on  Buford 
Lake,  where  he  soon  had  a good  home.  The 
most  of  his  attention  was  given  to  stock  farming, 
in  which  enterprise  he  was  very  extensively  en- 
gaged during  the  Rebellion.  He  continued  to 
make  this  his  residence  for  about  twenty  years, 
opening  up  some  sixty  acres  in  the  meantime,  but 
sold  out  in  1875  and  came  to  Clear  Lake,  where 
he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing, 
which  comprises  a tract  of  about  lOU  acres  under 
cultivation  of  some  of  the  best  land  in  this  sec- 
tion, the  most  of  which  he  devotes  to  the  raising 
of  com  and  cotton.  He  has  been  so  unfortunate 
as  to  lose  four  wives,  but  is  at  present  living  hap- 
pily with  his  fifth  wife.  His  first  union  was  to 
Miss  Nancy  J.  Cotton,  whom  he  married  Novem- 
ber 9,  1847.  She  was  a native  of  Missouri  and 
died  in  Illinois,  February  12,  1849,  and  was  buried 
with  her  child.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss 
Ellen  Pints,  of  Mississippi  County,  whose  death 
occurred  on  the  11th  of  April,  1851,  she  leaving  a 
daughter  named  Finer,  who  died  in  the  State  of 
Kansas  at  the  age  of  six  years,  on  the  -lOth  of 
June,  1857.  Susan  Sawyer,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  a member  of  a well-known  family  of  that 
State,  became  his  third  wife  February  12,  1852. 
but  she  left  him  again  a widower  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1874.  Mr.  Reed  next  espoused  Miss  Caro-  ' 
line  A.  Mannen,  a native  of  Mississippi  County’,  I 
who  died  a short  time  after  her  marriage,  in  1875, 
also  being  buried  with  her  child.  His  tifth  and 
present  wife,  was  Mrs.  M.  J.  Rackley,  a Kentuckian 
by  bii-th,  who  was  the  mother  of  four  children  by 
a previous  marriage.  She  and  Mr.  Reed  have  one 
child,  a daughter,  named  Rebecca  Susan.  Mr. 
Reed’s  various  occupations  through  life  have  been 
somewhat  diversified,  but  unlike  the  old  saying, 
“jack  of  all  trades  and  master  of  none,’’  he  has 
been  reasonably  prosi^erous  in  every  enterprise  to 
which  he  has  given  his  attention,  and  now,  during  | 
his  declining  years,  can  look  back  over  a useful  I 


and  well-spent  life.  He  has  alway's  been  quite  an 
active  politician,  and  has  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

E.  D.  Rhea,  M.  1)..  a physician  and  surgeon 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee  in  1865,  and  like  the  majority 
of  the  farmers’  boys  of  his  day  acquired  only  a 
common  school  education.  At  an  early  age,  how- 
ever, he  evinced  an  eagerness  for  study  and  a desire 
for  professional  life,  and  acquired  the  taste  for 
scientific  learning,  medicine  having  a particular 
fascination  for  him.  When  twenty- five  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Missouri,  having  previously  studied 
medicine,  and  wms  engaged  in  practicing  his  profes- 
sion there  until  1802,  when  he  enlisted  as  a surgeon 
in  the  Fourth  Missouri  Regiment,  Confederate  cav- 
alry, and  served  in  the  Trans-lMississippi  Depart- 
ment, in  IVIarmaduke's  division,  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  after  which  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  located 
in  Fulton  County,  near  Salem,  remaining  there  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profe.ssion  until  1870. 
During  1874-75  he  represented  Fulton  County  in 
the  first  Democratic  legislature  convened  after  the 
Reconstruction  Act,  and  was  an  active  member  of 
that  body  during  the  stormy  times  of  the  Brooks- 
Baxter  war.  Since  1870  he  has  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Mississippi  County,  and  has  acquired  no 
inferior  reputation  as  a physician  and  surgeon. 
When  the  village  of  Blythesville  was  laid  out 
he  purchased  property  and  built  one  of  the 
first  houses  in  that  place,  and  has  since  been 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  fruit  raising  (in  con- 
nection with  his  practice),  in  which  he  has  had 
remarkable  success.  Since  1881  he  has  owned 
an  eighty-acre  farm  near  Blythesville,  thirty  of 
which  he  has  opened,  and  on  which  he  has 
built  a house  aud  made  other  improvements.  In 
1879  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Walker,  a 
daughter  of  John  Walker,  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  the  county,  but  in  March,  1885,  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  her  untimely  death.  She  left  tw'o  chil- 
dren. Maggie,  and  Lizzie,  the  latter  dying  at  tlm 
age  of  nine  months,  six  months  after  the  mother. 
Miss  Fannie  Blackwell,  of  Lauderdale  County. 
Term.,  became  his  wife  September  17,  1880.  The 
Doctor  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of  twelve  chil- 
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dren  born  to  Joseph  M.  and  Kittie  (Myers)  Rhea, 
who  were  born  in  Tennessee  and  ^Maryland,  respect- 
ively. The  father  was  a school  teacher  for  many 
year.-,  aod  al.-^o  foIlo\vi-.l  tie ■ occupation  ijl'  farming. 
They  both  died  in  1860,  he  in  August  and  she  in 
February. 

J.  W.  Rhodes  is  one  of  the  more  recent  acquisi- 
tions to  the  agricultural  and  mercantile  interests 
of  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  but  he  has  already 
been  found  to  be  one  whose  leading  characteristics 
are  progressive  and  enterprising  in  their  nature, 
and  thus  of  much  worth  to  the  people  of  this  com- 
munity. A native  of  Hines  County.  Miss.,  born 
near  Vicksburg,  he  was  only  four  years  old  when 
his  father  (in  1857)  removed  with  him  to  the  “ Lone 
Star  State.”  Here  the  latter  died  in  1866,  his 
wife  and  children,  consisting  of  seven  boys  and 
three  daughters,  removing  to  the  State  of  Teunes- 
see  the  following  year.  J.  W.  Rhodes  resided  at 
home  with  his  mother  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
spending  his  boyhood  days  as  other  youths  of  the 
community,  and  received  a fair  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  then  obtained  a position  with 
Cunningham,  Wicks  A Malone,  commission  mer- 
chants of  Memphis,  Tenn. , with  whom  he  remained 
two  years,  then  went  to  Bay  Springs,  IMiss. , and 
worked  as  a book-keeper  for  J.  M.  Nelson  & Co., 
for  one  year.  He  again  returned  to  Memphis. 
Tenn.,  and  secured  employment  with  the  Charles- 
ton & Memphis  Railroad  Company,  where  he  kept 
books,  and  afterward  clerked  on  the  river  for  the 
Memphis  A Osceola  Packet  Company,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  this  capacity  on  different  steamboats  of 
that  line  for  about  four  years.  In  1876,  he  leased 
the  Crowell  Landing  for  a term  of  live  years,  but 
bought  the  landing  in  1878.  This  was  washed 
away  in  the  freshet  of  1 S83,  but  Mr.  Rhodes  soon 
purchased  thirty-seven  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
is  now  living,  and  estalffished  a landing  called 
Golden  Lake,  which  took  its  name  from  the  post- 
office,  which  he  had  established,  and  of  which  he 
has  been  postmaster  since  1885.  He  first  estab- 
lished a store  in  1883,  at  Crowell  Lauding,  but 
when  the  land  began  to  be  washed  away  at  that 
point,  he  moved  his  goods  hack  farther  inland,  to 
his  present  location,  where  he  and  E.  A..  Noidon 


546 


formed  a partnership  under  the  tirm  name  of 
Rhodes  A Norton,  which  continue<l  until  their  es- 

j tablishment  caught  lire,  and  was  consumed,  Janu- 
ary 1888,  Tiu'ir  lo'^s  w-a-  e<tini;'t(>d.  ovpr  and 

I above  their  insurance,  which  amounted  to  83,UU0, 
at  §5,000.  Directly  after  the  tire.  5Ir  Rhodes 
erected  a substantial  frame  building,  36x60  feet, 
on  the  site  of  the  burnt  building,  and  is  now  carry- 
ing one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  stocks  of 
goods  in  the  county,  valued  at  §5,000.  He  also 
owns  a tine  cotton-gin,  and  is  now  replacing  the 
old  machinery  with  the  latest  improved  in  the 
market,  its  capacity  being  twenty-live  bales  per 
day.  He  has  in  his  plantation  about  Pin  acres, 
eighty- live  of  which  are  under  the  plow,  and  is 
improved  with  good  buildings,  his  residence  being 
an  exceptionally  line  one.  His  peach  orchard  is 
also  one  of  the  best  along  the  river.  In  the  year 
1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  M. 
Pulliam,  a daughter  of  E.  Pulliam,  of  Bartlett, 
Tenn,  Mrs.  Rhodes  is  a lady  of  culture  and  re- 
tinement,  and  she  and  5Ir.  Rhodes  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children,  two  girls  and  two  boys; 
Ella  Nelson,  Lucy  Pulliam,  Joseph  5Yicks.  Jr., 
and  Charles  Robert.  A great  deal  of  business  is 
done  at  Golden  Lake.  Mr.  Rhodes  acting  as  agent 
for  the  steamboats  at  that  point.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  H. , and  his  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

i Leon  Roussan.  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Osceola  Times  (which  he  purchased  in  1870),  is  a 
gentleman  of  culture,  of  large  genera!  information, 
and  has  proven  himself  to  be  a man  of  good  judg- 
ment in  directing  the  editorial  policy  of  his  paper. 
He  w'as  born  in  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo.,  in  1838,  and 
was  the  second  in  a family  of  seven  children  born 
to  Michael  and  Sophia  (Janis)  Roussan.  Tlie 
parents  were  natives  of  Missouri,  but  were  descend 
ants  of  early  French  pioneers  in  that  section. 
Leon  Roussan  attended  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  town  until  -sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  the  newspaper  office  of  the 
Ste.  Genevieve  Plain  Dealer,  and  there  remained 
one  year.  He  then  clerked  in  a store  until  1''6>1, 
wdien  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  First  Confederate 
Battalion,  and  was  assigned  to  Mississippi  Ki\er 
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division.  Ha  was  in  the  siege  of  Island  No.  10, 
was  there  captured  and  taken  to  Johnson’s  Island, 
Lake  Erie,  where  he  remained  some  six  months, 
and  was  then  exelianijed  at  Yiak>hm-'^.  T;ater  hi' 
joined  the  Forty -second  Tennessee  Regiment,  and 
was  elected  lieutenant  of  Company  C.  He  was  in 
the  Georgia  campaign,  and  was  wounded  at  At- 
lanta. After  the  close  of  the  contlict  Mr.  Roussan 
went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  clerked  for  a year, 
and  then  moved  to  Randolph,  Tenn.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  commercial  pursuits.  In  1870  he  came 
to  Osceola,  and  bought  the  paper  which  he  now 
conducts.  The  Times  is  one  of  the  old  and  well- 
established  papers  of  this  portion  of  the  State,  and 
has  ever  exerted  a potent  influence  in  public  af- 
fairs and  the  general  interests  of  Mississippi  Coun- 
ty— never  more  so  than  in  late  years,  whilst  tmder 
the  supervision  of  its  present  editor.  It  has  a 
good  patronage,  and  commands  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  entire  reading  public  among 
whom  it  circulates.  At  the  incorporation  of  Osce- 
ola, in  1872,  Mr.  Roussan  was  active  in  promoting 
a harmonious  organization,  and  was  elected  its 
first  mayor.  Since  then  he  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  at  present  county  examiner.  In  1879 
' his  marriacre  was  consummated  w’ith  Miss  Adah 

I “ 

j L.  Pettey,  a native  of  the  “ Lone  Star  State,”  and 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  F.  IM.  Pettey.  Mr.  Roussan 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Lodge  No. 
27,  of  Osceola,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Arkan- 
sas Press  Association. 

Hon.  L.  D.  Rozell.  Every  life  has  a history  of 
its  own,  and  although  in  appearance  it  may  seem  to 
possess  little  to  distinguish  it  from  others,  yet  the 
political  career  and  experience  of  Mr.  Rozell,  as 
j well  as  his  connection  with  the  agricultural  and 
I stock  raisintr  affairs  of  this  community,  have  con- 
I tributed  to  give  him  a wide  and  popular  ac<[uaint- 
! ance  with  nearly  every  citizen  of  Mississippi  Coun- 
I ty,  if  not  personally,  then  by  name.  He  was  born 
in  Davidson  County,  Term.,  in  1836,  and  was  the 
second  in  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  Rev. 
A.  B.  and  Henrietta  (Burnett)  Rozell.  The  father 
was  an  extensive  farmer,  and  was  akso  a well-known 
j and  popular  Methodist  preacher  in  Middle  Tennes- 

: see,  where  he  died  in  1886.  The  mother  died  in 

I ' 
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1845.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Solomon  Rozell, 
was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  one  of  the 
j pioneers  of  West  Tennes.see,  settling  near  Mem- 
phis. which  at  that  tiiiu'  -A  as  compo.sed  of  lej-s  than 
j half  a dozen  huts.  The  maternal  gi-andfather  was 
a very  early  settler  in  Middle  Tennessee,  and  both 
families  became  well  known  in  the  localities  where 
they  cast  their  lot.  As  L.  D.  Rozell  was  reared  as 
an  agriculturist,  it  is  but  natural  that  he  should 
permanently  adopt  that  calling  as  his  life  occupa- 
tion, and  be  has  always  follow’ed  it.  He  attended 
I the  common  schools  when  a boy,  and  at  his  major 
ity  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for  himself.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  First  Tennessee 
Confederate  Cavalry,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Holly  Springs,  Spring  Hill,  Chickamauga, 
Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Franklin,  Nashville  and  others. 
In  1865  Mr.  Rozell  came  to  Mississippi  County, 
i Ark.,  and  settled  on  the  river  about  ten  miles 
above  Osceola,  on  a tract  of  land  purchased  by  his 
father  in  1855.  In  1867  Miss  Margaret  Bowen 
I became  his  wife.  She  Avas  born  in  Missis.«ippi 
County,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Reese  Bowen, 
who  died  in  1856,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  this  county.  The  year  previous  to  his 
marriage  Mr.  Rozell  purchased  a tract  of  100  acres 
of  partially  improved  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
added,  until  he  now  owns  1,200  acres  of  excel- 
lent bottom  soil,  with  350  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  has  erected  good  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  is 
now  enjoying  the  result  of  his  labor.  He  has  a 
good  grade  of  stock  mixed  with  Durham,  and  has 
a fine  bull  for  breeding  purposes.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest,  politically,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
county,  and  has  held  many  positions  of  public 
trust.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1S6S, 
and  in  1871  represented  his  county  in  the  Legis- 
lature, to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  and 
the  public  in  general.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
county  judge,  was  re  elected  in  1888,  and  is  hold- 
ing that  position  at  the  present.  He  is  active  in 
school  matters,  and  has  served  as  director  for  manv 
years.  In  all  things  that  promise  to  contribute  to 
the  good  of  this  section  the  Judge  may  he  counted 
upon  to  take  a leading  part.  By  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Bowen,  he  became  the  father  of  eight  chil- 


I 


m 

JH 


,>  *w 


,fcA8Ki.:t.1A  womH 


■'^  i»i» 'ii^jtirjELi; 


■).!•» 


■<mr- 

053 


SiSr 


HT  5T^-; 

■V  ;M  »■  -■  ■ 


>isiTU>< 


Il,,=„u  .„,l»)fc....TS  w..«»q  oin-  ‘5W''  -ot  “« '’"W  io .,«.  .a>  « ^ »h  r,« 

W//  lo  f*t^<ryW  /uUpo^a,  ««  S3^t  <4  ^ •(  __ 


i.fl  7 * 1 ■ 4 1«1  fjnei^  »<«  .fliipi  ri 


tw 


r 


! c7«oft  Et  bm  ^'iwe^wosT  e44: 

0,^  (.»,  Mat  a 1-BJ-  thw  -ft**  * « v"  ’“  ,i 

rf.i  iit-  Mr!  iHili  !*v^too  ntd  ?:  .vWuiiini'i'Sf  tin  ,-vwc  * ’’ot  -wi  wj4w  ^iu<4 

K .Lw^e  iJT  tf  fj*»-milb^  ‘r»4  ’‘J  al  ^^lUn’i-o^i  iijjieajmoa.i 


.M-»*^viU(  8*:V  Ui‘  %^'Mta  av5- 
.-,-....n.'«'V  i-'v  ^ ;:)' v^n^ajvi'?)?  ^£»V  .4  S(«i 

>(ui  »4J  <4  Lna 


.-■tv  '«'■<  Mwtiit 

,/;n(JoO  o>  .ma.  K.*so^  .-iM  fiOHl  nl 


:M.(tm  If  ) rovHf)  to  fwtlite^  Imm  ,jh/ 

Ktd  #4  l^’(wi'jT7yq|  ba»l  ’Hi  a «o  ,f»lu*79i<O  oy«>4A 
^sV!/  nw-f  til  .55^1  fli 

(1/.  flt  flitvd  '■-HY/  !ik(  ytni}i)»4 

V.  tt»v<r  Ivor 

.t-r  u.,rlvL“/‘i»iir  to  4i:<>  p's  BiOtb  odw 

,2.f  v*i  i^idi  oi 

.«4inoA  f'OI  « imnil  ;’sU  '>^’n.t«/u 

“'.**’^3'  '-  i4  ‘>'i  ifc!i!*v7  OJ  ,i[)tu5t{»«-rt»Tf{iti  *4i2r,i4i6*|.  tv 
L'hvXis  tv  e4T'i=!  '•‘OS.l  wwv  wofl  o4  !hff«  .MihiS 
rKi/:;  T>&»o  05<l  ritr*'  li<^«  tS.'iJod  j«»i 

1,,  I, -Id  ..1)4.  ..sr.ibfiod  bo«1*  fjelOYtti  ^ir4«3f 

n vftd  i,H  .-(odijf  fvi4  lo  iJ jvivi  -^tU  wwa 

hriB  ,aw4-(u<:X  ilti'^  bf^x'sttr  jboto  ^ 9b»%^  lx).-;g 

tad 

.4  5"  to  f-iiott 


«4l  ’H)'  tioilttHi  Jo  bv48ild«liilf..>i; 

.|b  of  ooaoiiftai  4G0|o^  « botit*»»/ie79  asd 

fflnoutig  .(U  biw  fsr'uti 
nbiib  olfti  lii  i>a44 

ft  f I'.i  J3p  iv«.‘«.‘»M 

i'iijta  J'>00w*1  Fi««  boog  ,-^ 

‘jiWtfq.  ;#•»}*»»  9i13  lo  soM^ail^f  t 

941N0 ,lo  ooW»fioqitoruii  e|l  j4  ^jJalooWO  tuodw 
goijojcociip^^fli  .iM  (St^lF  A t*Io 

dfb  b04p^4'9  ecvf  i»^,  ^oitcsliiegw  7-aoiooari^  a 

0rf;t  5o^vi;?ws4  s*i>d4  .oaiS  3«tA 

0?*^J  ai  '.•x^ssnast^  ijWivv  ira»*'Jiq  e«  boa  ,«9»^iv^ 
jiflbA  mU  fid^ooiPtrtibo  »Hbv  ’ ryftiTj^  Md'O 


iitjl  If  ^ 

-uciiii;^l  a o»5ft  <ti  F«i*  .alcw!^Jo  ,TS 

- ' .iit>iJat'>OB*A  <MW 

iillw  aioow  10  »««>§  •'M-.-g.  ji  lo  'C‘*^3flW  a tteif  «|if  cwd  .Ihsofl  ,<I 

.,  .uwq  ^f4bo-v»4  tt>!  «t«w  aoa  B wtiwii  yitft  4i  rwS4rrfi0qq«  or  dyfso^U  boT.owo  Bh 

liattK  vOi  0!  Mrioftlw^  na  Wt?  .ft'wlio  »<«1  «T  e Fit 


UOuM  to  ..viiiMiq  vu«to  M44  *04  it..  ;Y3r«.:.t,  Loa 


Vr.J  0ili  ^ymu^  Piti  tm  aibta  ],-iio9  eYorff  .Ttiflumita'i^  9^1  Id  diiatla  -m«« 

f.J  »id  to  Orftoi  a k^«4 

ZTZ  Td  bmi  aV  044irq  .4*.  ,pWJ 

i>K,d  >»  ho«  mt  ai  b^a»b-vt  MifTsaM  ^ **”  ^ • ■*!*'; 'S?'*-A.S«ck'2^ 

, Vm^h  ■«  t “J!  t>0A  ifttn^dta  JwjH-v.  .voff  <it  giptl  aotfoUo^  io  '^braul^ bo^5> 

Logo*  o4  «m  .44*  vX.  «=*li  to  teoo»*di..  a^d^wj^oato .««  bits 

bO>artt>..  t s ; Ji  , ► . . ..,.bn';^u<D.uUtfii'I/  o»  t-ciiiKinn  iaihoiiisl 


w'Vh-t  * •<•*'  OJ  ao.,0  ,,  ®| 


i 


MISSISSIPPI  COUNTY. 


551 


1 


(Iren,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Those  living 
are  Ashley,  William,  Martha,  Bascom,  Lockey 
and  Shoemaker.  Margaret  and  Emma  died  in  in- 
L'anc\'.  Tl.ie  Judge  is  a mt'm!)iT  of  Lodge  No.  2(. 

A.  F.  & A.  M. 

A.  A.  Rounsaville.  The  occupation  which  this 

o-entleman  now  follows  has  received  his  attention 
© 

the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  it  is  but  the  truth 
to  say  that  in  it  he  is  thoroughly  })Osted  and  well- 
informed,  and  his  labors  in  this  direction  have  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  the  reputation  Missis- 
sippi County  enjoys  as  a rich  farming  region. 
Like  many  of  the  residents  of  the  county  he  is  a 
Tennesseean  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  1839, 
and  was  the  eighth  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Clay  born  and  Elizabeth  Rounsaville,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  shortly  after  removed  to  Tennessee.  In  1851 
they  resolved  to  move  still  farther  to  the  west,  and 
accordingly  settled  in  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
where  they  opened  up  a large  section  of  land,  on 
which  they  spent  the  remaining  years  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  in  1867,  and  the  mother  in 
1854.  From  earliest  youth  A.  A.  Rounsaville  has 
been  familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  labor,  and 
up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  he  was  en- 
gaged in  following  this  occupation,  and  in  attend- 
ing the  old  time  subscription  schools.  He  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  Confederacy  and  joined  Capt. 
Fletcher’s  company,  and  was  a participant  in  the 
battles  of  Shiloh  and  Farmington,  but  after  the 
latter  battle  was  discharged  from  service  on  ac- 
count of  sickness,  and  returned  home.  In  1864  he 
re-enlisted  in  Price’s  command,  and  accompanied 
that  general  on  his  raid  through  Missouri,  taking 
an  active  part  in  all  the  battles  of  that  campaign. 
After  his  surrender  at  Shreveport,  La.,  in  1865, 
he  returned  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark. . where,  un- 
til 1868,  he  was  engaged  in  rafting  and  wood- 
chopping.  The  three  following  years  he  farmed 
the  old  family  homestead,  and  in  1871  bought  a 
tract  of  forty  acres,  one  mile  east  of  Blythesville. 
on  which  farm  he  has  since  built  a commodious 
and  substantial  dwelling  hoirse,  and  has  reduced 
twenty-five  acres  to  cultivation  and  otherwise 
added  greatly  to  its  improvement.  He  has  pur- 


chased forty  more  acres  of  land,  and  also  is  the 
owner  of  some  valuable  town  property.  His  lauds 
I are  fertile,  and  will  produce  one  bale  of  cotton  to  | 
the  aci'(',  and  forty  bushels  of  corn.  He  also 
I gives  considerable  attention  to  the  propagation  of 
a good  grade  of  stock.  He  was  married  in  1868 
to  Mrs.  Nancy  Hudgins,  formerly  Miss  Synclear. 

H.  T.  Rounsaville  is  a brother  of  A.  A.  Rouu- 
saville,  whose  sketch  appears  above,  and  like  his 
brother,  is  careful  and  painstaking  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land,  and  thorough  in  everything  con- 
nected with  its  management.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  ! 

; to  be  wondered  at  that  he  is  meeting  with  success  I 

I 

in  his  chosen  calling,  for  he  has  always  attended 
. strictly  to  the  details  of  farm  work,  and  is  one  of 
the  intelligent  and  enterprising  class  of  citizens 
who  would  give  life  to  any  community  in  which 
, they  might  settle.  His  birth  also  occurred  in  Ten-  , 
nessee,  in  the  year  1842,  he  being  the  youngest  , 
child  living  born  to  his  parents,  and  up  to  the  age 
I of  twenty-one  years  his  time  w'as  divided  between  j 
I working  on  the  farm  and  in  attending  school,  where 
' he  received  a good  practical  education,  and  from  : 

: that  time  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  | 

. years,  he  traveled  about  through  thirteen  different  ’ 
} States.  After  his  return  to  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

' I 

. in  1871,  he  purchased  a small  but  exceedingly  fer-  j 
tile  farm  of  forty  acres,  one  mile  east  of  Blythes- 
I ville,  which  was  then  heavily  covered  with  timber, 
i and  now  has  twenty-six  acres  in  a high  state  of  ! 
cultivation:  has  built  good  fences  and  made  other  ' 
improvements,  securing  a jileasaut  and  comforta- 
ble home,  which  he  is  enjoying  with  his  wife  ' 
(whose  maiden  name  was  Amanda  Sawyer,  and 
' whom  he  married  in  1873)  and  his  three  children, 

I Margaret  Ann,  Franklin  Monroe  and  Joel  Alvin. 
Mrs.  Rounsaville  is  a daughter  of  William  Sawyer, 
a pioneer  settler  of  this  section. 

Rucker  Brothers.  Nowhere  in  ^Mississippi 
County,  Ark.,  are  there  to  be  found  individuals  of 
more  energy,  determined  will,  or  foi'ce  <jf  charac- 
j ter  than  these  young  men  possess,  and  no  merchant 
or  agriculturist  is  deserving  of  greater  success  in 
the  conduct  of  his  store  or  the  management  of 
i his  farms  than  they.  The  firm  comprises  Albert 
i G.  and  Egbert  E.  Rucker,  both  of  whom  wore  born  | 
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in  Lauderdale  County,  Term.,  the  former’s  birth 
occurring  November  19,  1855,  and  the  latter’s 
December  1,  185G.  Like  most  of  the  youths  of 
their  county,  as  they  grew  uf)  they  devoted  their 
time  and  attention  to  farm  life,  receiving  in  the 
meantime  good  common  school  educations.  After 
attaining  his  majority  Albert  engaged  in  farming 
for  himself,  following  this  occupation  until  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  commercial 
business  at  Barheld,  in  connection  with  Egbert  E., 
who  had  been  following  that  business  ever  since 
attaining  his  majority,  and  succeeded  Carr  & Co. 
On  the  20th  of  November,  1888,  they  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  comprising  eighty  acres,  of  Z.  T. 
Williams,  the  most  of  which  was  under  cultivation, 
and  about  the  same  time  they  purchased  forty 
■acres  of  -T.  W.  Buckner.  In  May,  1889,  they 
bought  100  acres  two  miles  west  of  Barfield,  which 
they  intend  improving  and  clearing  at  once.  Their 
stock  of  general  merchandise  is  valued  at  about 
$4,000,  and  in  connection  with  this  work,  which  is 
proving  quite  remimerative,  they  buy  and  ship  cotton 
and  all  farm  products,  and  own  a half  interest  in  a 
cotton-gin  at  Hickman’s  Bend,  While  engaged  in 
farming,  Albert  raised  4,500  bushels  of  corn  on 
seventy-two  acres  of  land,  at  Hickman's  Bend, 
this  crop  only  requiring  his  time  and  attention  for 
about  sixty  days,  and  shows  the  productiveness  of  i 
the  soil  at  this  j)oint.  In  the  vicinity  of  Barfield, 

! the  cotton  crop  has  averaged  one  bale  to  the  acre  , 

* for  the  past  five  years.  There  are  three  saw- 

mills within  a radius  of  three  miles  from  their 
home,  each  having  a capacity  of  50,000  feet  of 
lumber  per  day,  and  this  lumber  is  mostly  shipped 
from  Rucker  Brothers’  lauding.  Barlield  is  the 
best  business  point  l)etween  the  northern  limits  of  i 
the  county  and  Osceola,  being  the  main  shipping  , 
station  for  Chickasawba,  and  last  vear  2,5o0  bales 
of  cotton  were  shipped  from  that  point.  The 
Rucker  Brothers  have  acquired  an  enviable  repu- 
tation for  safe,  thorough,  and  reliable  transactions 
in  the  affairs  of  every  day  life,  and  have  done 
much  to  increase  and  extend  the  trade  and  intiu- 
ence  of  Barfield.  They  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  are  men  who  have  always  endeav- 
ored to  follow  the  teachings  of  the  gohlen  rule. 


and  have  gained  the  esteem  and  approbation  of 
their  fellow  men.  Egbert  was  married.  February 
15,  1884,  to  Miss  Florence  Chambers,  a native  of 
Tenne-see.  and  is  now  filling  flic  dntie--  of  post- 
master of  Barfield,  and  prior  to  the  year  1888, 
held  the  office  six  years.  Their  parents,  James 
M.  and  Julia  A.  (Chadwick)  Rucker,  were  born  in 
Virginia  and  Ohio,  respectively,  and  while  a young 
man,  the  former  moved  to  Tennessee,  and  after- 
ward to  Arkansas,  his  marriage  taking  place  in 
Mississip})i  County  in  1847.  They  subsequently 
made  their  home  in  Tennessee,  where  the  father’s 
death  occurred  in  1879.  His  widow  is  still  resid- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  in  that  State. 

Hon.  J.  F.  Ruddell.  Among  the  citizens  of 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  long  and  favorably  iden- 
tified with  its  .social  and  business  interests,  is  5Ir. 
Ruddell,  whose  biography  will  no  doubt  be  read 
by  old  and  young,  for  there  is  always  an  instinct- 
ive curiosity  to  kno^v  the  true  and  inner  history  of 
men  who  have  had  such  a close  association  with 
the  affairs  of  this  county  from  primitive  date.  He 
was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  in  1820,  l)eing 
the  fourth  in  a family  of  five  children  born  to 
Archibald  and  Ann  (Neal)  Ruddell.  who  were  en- 
gaged in  following  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
“■Buckeye  State.”  Later  they  removed  to  Boone 
County,  Ky..  where  the  father  remained  until  his 
death,  in  1838.  His  widow  afterward  became  the 
worthy  companion  of  Jordan  Bass,  and  in  1836 
emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1873.  J.  F.  Ruddell,  brought  up 
to  a knowledge  of  farm  duties,  very  naturally  chose 
that  occupation  as  his  calling  in  life  when  it  be- 
came necessary  for  him  to  select  some  permanent 
industry,  and  the  experience  he  has  since  had  has 
proven  the  wisdom  of  his  judgment.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  until  1839,  then  made  his 
home  in  Kentucky  with  an  uncle  until  1840,  after 
which  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  several  years. 
In  1843  he  made  a trip  to  Arkansas,  but  in  18(7 
located  permanently  at  Osceola,  5Iissis.-,ippi  Conn 
ty.  where  he  ran  a trading  post  on  the  river 
for  one  year.  In  the  fall  of  184'.t  he  came  to 
Chickasawl)H  Townshif).  entered  (Uglity  acres  of 
(Tovernment  land  a id  aftrn’  making  many  improve- 


1!  ■ 


>/ ; 'lO 


— * 


M-  vi:;  .7J»,U  f>U*i 

V 'I  I . , I'.  ■!  ..,,m  T-4(il 

'■'<  H ,.  t ■'.ni  iii  } f<}i4, -.‘uJA  iji  >*{ 

- :1'  ;'  '■  ' jm'II'I  ',,11'  i "Ui'/r' 

' * ■ .*  •.  • i:'  ' ' ;t  ' lntjj  k '.'r.^Ui 

I'.  ilT  /■' 

<■'  "-J'-n'I  • I, :y?I  ' y..  liiiii'’'  fiDjj  P'. 

I'l.  '/'I/'  "•;■■■’  .i.iui- ) bi'Fi  / 

■ 'TAtfl-iOl  Mi(i 

, , ■,  i Ill  / 4jjfr 

f I ‘-.l.y  , I '\f  'U'  .•hUl<,'*y  iii'Jle-tr-'.j/'. 

' v . I )ji  ->£ltu4  rf'iJ't  ■ 

) ‘ >,  ]1  t'  f V ' Nv  1 [,'  i-}’.;;  :i. 

. . .'-i.i.ih  •)>:;!;  ni  IjiV-  V'^HsKti-t  I'io  loH) 

•(.  r,.';.:'"'  ■.;/  -..vj.  * l!  -M.-iw'  '-f  ,1  .,..,>1 

■.  i'‘  .'.•'■'■I  1 r.  .V-Juju/.)  i,'. 

■ J''  : '.I- 1 

i.fi'.-  .-I  i">  (1  'olio's 

•;  T--  . ! /I  ,V'’/>'OV  1 I',  ! cd 

i''  ' ■ ■'  111  :■  r.i,  . .':■■)  ■ ^fuu'4  "f  Vtiii' . M'J  wl 

j'l.v  • ;V;',  ;;  ij',  ;, 

Vi  -'oi  j ^ (jirioo  ruFF  lr»  '■i.li 

...i'-V'  '’i;  ri  ,!J0'‘.F 

i •<■  ■ 'Jl  ‘‘.o  ■'.‘I'lrt:;  jj.  ,r,  'vd 

' ■'■7  ■ 'i'*"-’  .ff'if.'j- ■ , fl'  I ii',y,  .iH-H  ! i y. 

• d'  tvj?-  yifi  wul!.  ''  t-jitiry 

■' I ^)  " ■•■'.diir,  -rfjyi-iu'd  " 

'i'H  ’’■V  '•!  ,1  > 

r.:'j  ' KV^  ' r,-',  ^ ^ ju 

1,'  J,  . ■ Ff.-..,;'  fu;;,.  iv  viJr^tiw 

' ‘ !J,i  } 'i!  L'..  ••  . Q-  .!■> 

lit'  ii 'W/fiFI  . 'I.  .!•  su  i-'-Mclijr/  ’rnv 

' -■I'V'  ''.l/r'i'j.  ' /'riy  /fn.;'  rM 

‘‘  ';i  ,.i  ••■ui  ' >i  d 

■ oi  and  lo) 

: J V-  ‘//f'j  fl,!**  /Tl'^r/bai 

■'  i'.'.i'  jJ>’  i^'H  eiti  U< 

<h!  ' iijijif  ..litur!  ."'  i^tJ 

t < 1.  ,'.*4  I litnn  ;»bo;i  n«  uiilw  iit  atnod 

Iiji<i7aa  i<).  fiued  ta'irtl  « ««  LajiiOT/^j  daidw 
7t.''  »j-  i'*f(  ol  qht  is  ".iIji  (u  IsI-a- 1 ,]} 

' j.«  fliivjHfln  'vq  i 

-,,11  ;0  If-r-fj  .ynibiiTf  N lUi'S  *•'  ; 

oi,  ii>tn»s‘,  ‘Jit  1o  I4«3  >j4>  UJW 

V»  -fidi}  ' MixF'ifi  vuV  ■'.  ■ 

•>■<  inoilli  Vii 'iiii  ' H Jgirl  T.'f) I.  I, I rt  Ini.  1 . l I'lVii';,) 


uj  :t{  e'l^linoT  ;•  T Jiruio'.}  ai 

-'vd.ml  lin'd  biiii  .'"••'■r;  '-?!  ''•<  U'Snriii'l,  yxirtifiaoti 

i"  •!  '’-.T  ,£  ludiuO'-'iCJ 

■il-.'ft  vn'l'ii.i  'r  ,'!(l  "1.  ,T^40f"->'J  tiodi 

t*l;l  .11  ,“li  ifj  »lliUUyJJ£  LiJii  '.uilil 

looii',-  t|(  fUiM.  :>  Li>_."g.  OtotFilHoai 

y jiuriKl  li'.'Uy  aid  ^^niniiiJta 

U'lo'w;  iiliii?  ‘.iii.’W.ifU)!  ^(^i 

Ii'.riTMJUiiU'  i '''M/'iys'ytjn  Ai!  , -td  ff  In  x<  f 

,!'i  if.Jiw  (I'j  I ;ji  iyi-iSinH"  Jo  a«oabiy<f 

•>  ':i-  7«V'j  iir.abirii.f  ladJ.  ina'-f  tifd  cm1y» 

vp  A TmO  hiiii  aid  r^aioiaW* 

n f/i--iiii'sj,jq  y<)dl  V-  di02  aJi  oQ 

/J'  S 'Jo  y.  J'iaii 

,ao;l.s7it[f»o  a.'. « Yo  JjiOhi  -Jilil  .HraieilliV/ 

7jT,>;.  ‘'('jfU  i-mtAi  '‘lU  boB 

J.  nl  .7/  -Z  lo 

1'  > 

'U* 

• i-  mi!v  ai  'i-ii;i'.  d.'r.ii'*  lo  ioola 

_ .i'l'.v/  ^irJ.T  d:.i'v  loiio^inji'.oiy  ai  fomi  ',000,^1 
jiU''  fiKfi  -'i^l'iup^aivoiq 

' I'li;  ibid  H fxu.  atsijv'.'i'.j  luauJ  tiii  bna 


.t'T'iib.xl  . Afiv  i.  v/J  a.jjxifl  06 1 ' id j^x»od 

• ■ 4fl  iis*.f‘i  f'liH  bnaiiii  varfi 


r 

li.n  •h; 

la.SMv'r', 

,f:  .li  7-'- 

i'f  > V'l  {sd'.i'f  ua'Ayi'i  ii: 

1'.  iTito  i>.  r,!v»da.xK<  0O,',y  ,Sn>,a  i J-p^UA 

i'mctrI.'ilH  bi  .bi'i,]  owi-*^iii‘jr98 

-I',’  .'1  hfit;  n-aiil  -5<j  y^V'-uip'vi  vluo  8ulJ 

V>  al.t  nwada  iiyp  ‘(ixiBiuods 

■ a .ip'i  V'_  pfjtjoiy  ■nil  ill  Ju  Uos  itdi 

-«!.■!  ai  sl«ri  •'Ojo  fwiga'i'''i7H  aod  qcna  ooi'Joo  odJ 
-i.'ii-  •.•.'ij;  y'lit  ••;,  iT  .irjifiv.  ovS  JiifKj  aili  Tol 

ri'-adr  uioil  a'di  d yav-i4  5o  wtf>8l  J\  aidJiw-aUioj 
V:<  jK-d  fX‘0  /Ff.  i,j  v.ii't.Mj*  i:  doA9\'9<aod 

,'><*.fqiUa  'ijif.ntii  'i-*d«5ul  KuiihfiK 

I ai  lailowii  axoi^ 

alirutf  GiHiitiicui  At?;  .otiw.tAil  iciaq  e»fHilrnd  4aad 
yrtiqqrdr'  niiion  ad.t  ^iwO  .f.£i.>07fsO  fcna  vicxfoo  eiU 
ft'  l.;d  uiti'.C'  ii;a(  bi  it  .in.fwnaod»iJ’P  loi  aoIiaJs 
snlT  iflioq  I'Siif  mi/O  ir,tqq:di;.  av.-. 
iKjvi  ikiin/aa  /I/I  byjiiiji-'O  <jy«u  leiiinfl 

. I yldttilfi ; rnu:  ilgllOTodi  ,A?«0  loVdoiini 


.7/  ai»ioo 


.ii'.  .alH  vnb  ■’(I'j'ira  5u  eii/iDa  adi  at 


'lii'.it)  ''ivyid  I 
• Fuji  ! u'is,  «l 'nxi  aiit  vu»)s7  f/oa  /.‘‘toavn  i M dr»woi 
qisfl  A;i  i su  «m  ’/“iidT  ' .bfaStaH' U>  aooo 

•i«  A .'  iP 'f*  oi(w  aam  frj«  Iiijs  .dsidiJp 

.aJrri;  ifiiuy  '*iJj  io  agiiitfo/idJ  nd\  woffoi  oi  imo 


MISSISSIPPI  COUNTY. 


558 


ments  and  living  on  this  tract  foi;  many  years,  be 
sold  out  and  bought  100  acres  at  Clear  Lake. 
Ttiree  years  later  he  came  to  Blythesville,  where  \ 
li(>  now  has  l‘2n  acres  near  the  village,  all  under 
cultivation,  with  fair  buildings  and  a good  small 
orchard.  The  land  is  very  productive,  and  will 
readily  yield  one  bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre.  He 
also  owns  eighty  acres  on  Dogwood  Ridge,  twenty 
beine"  under  the  plow.  When  the  Rebellion  broke 
out  he  joined  Ca})t.  Fletcher's  company,  which 
was  known  as  the  Fletcher  Rifles,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded;  was 
captured  at  Murfreesboro,  being  afterward  ex- 
changed; Chickamauga  and  Decatur,  Ala. , where  he 
was  again  taken  prisoner,  and  was  kept  in  captivity 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  leaving  the  bat 
tie  field  he  returned  home,  and  again  took  up  the 
implements  of  farm  life.  From  1854  to  1801  he 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  after 
returning  from  the  war  was  again  tendered  that 
position,  which  he  accepted.  In  1874  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  legis- 
lature, and  served  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents  for  one  term.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  a member  of  the  Tax  Equalization  Board,  and 
as  he  has  always  been  an  active  advocate  of  schools, 
he  has  served  many  years  as  school  director.  In 
1850  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Mobely,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Mobely,  one  of  the  old  pioneers 
of  Mississippi  County,  who  came  here  in  1826 
fi'om  Missoiiri.  Mrs.  Ruddell  died  in  1802,  leav- 
ing five  children,  who  are  now  also  dead;  John 
T. , Louisa  A.,  Charles  A.,  Emily  E.  and  Sarah  E. 
In  1807  he  married  Amanda  Mobely,  a sister  of 
his  first  wife,  but  she,  too,  died  leaving  him  again 
a widower  with  twu  children  to  care  for;  Thomas 
O.  (deceased),  and  Martha  A.,  who  is  attending 
school  at  Lexington,  Ky.  Mr.  Ruddell  married 
his  present  wife,  who  was  ^Irs.  ^largaret  Walker, 
in  1880.  In  1888  he  made  a visit  to  relatives  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  saw  no  coun 
try  that,  in  his  estimation,  was  so  desirable  as 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  here  he  is  contented 
to  pass  his  declining  years  among  his  many  tried 
and  true  friends. 

Elisha  lawyer.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
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Noah  Sawyer,  is  well  remembered  by  the  early 
citizens  of  this  county  as  a man  worthy  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all,  and  a short  sketch  of  his 
life  will  b“  interesting  to  his  relative.-,  and  unnii-r- 
ous  friends.  He  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and 
went  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day,  being  married 
there  to  Miss  Martha  Henderson,  also  a native  of 
the  Old  North  State.”  They  resided  in  the  State 
of  their  adoption  until  1852,  at  that  time  coming 
to  Arkansas,  and  settling  at  Daniels'  Point,  on  the 
river,  w’nere  they"  entered  lOO  acres  of  land,  fifty 
of  which  he  cleared  and  put  under  cultivation,  and 
made  a comfortable  home  until  1857.  He  then 
sold  out,  but  later  bought  a farm  of  200  acres 
on  Long  Lake,  which  at  the  time  of  his  purchase 
was  a wilderness,  and  on  this  farm  Elisha  Sawyer 
cut  the  first  cane  for  clearing.  They  soon  had  a 
house  erected,  and  here  Mr.  Sawyer  lived  until 
1873,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  In  1871  he  bought  100  acres  near  what  is 
now  Blythesville,  and  on  this  made  his  home  un- 
til 1878,  when  he  quietly  breathed  his  last.  His 
entire  course  through  life  had  been  one  marked 
with  singular  honesty'  and  fidelity  of  purpose,  and 
to  every  charitable  object  he  was  a liberal  contribn 
tor,  and  was  a man  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a number  of  years,  and  when  a merebov 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
lived  up  to  its  rules  throughout  his  whole  life. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  in  1805.  Elisha  Sawver 
attended  the  common  schools  for  a short  time, 
learned  the  details  of  farm  work  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  after  the  close  of  the  Rebellion  began 
farming  for  himself.  When  the  mutterings  of 
war  began  to  be  heard  throughout  the  land,  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  and  joined 
Capt.  Fletcher's  company,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  in  which  engagement  he  was 
wounded  three  times.  He  was  sent  to  the  ho-pi- 
tal,  being  shortly  after  discharged,  and  returned 
home.  After  farming  with  his  father  for  two 
years,  he  bought  a piece  of  land  which  he  began 
to  improve,  and  in  ISSI  purchased  a farm  of  ir>() 
acres  on  Clear  Lake,  which  he  cleared,  and  made 
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his  home  until  the  winter  of  1889,  when  he  moved 
to  his  present  place  of  abode.  At  the  death  of  his 
father  he  inherited  one  half  of  the  old  homestead, 
amounting  to  140  acres,  and  with  what  he  has 
purcha.sed  his  lands  comprise  500  acres,  with  180 
under  the  plow.  He  has  a good  orchard  on  his 
old  Clear  Lake  farm,  and  says  his  fruit  is  of  choice 
varieties.  Miss  Missouri  A.  Chisum,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  became  his  wife  in  1 804,  and  to  them 
were  sriven  two  children,  of  whom  one  is  dead — 
Rebecca.  Mrs.  Sawyer  and  daughter  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  H.  Scai'boro.  It  is  an  undeniable 
truth  that  the  life  of  any  man  is  of  gi-eat  benefit 
to  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  when  all  his 
efforts  are  directed  toward  advancing  its  interests, 
and  who  lives  according  to  the  highest  principles 
of  what  he  conceives  to  be  right,  helping  others, 
and  caring  for  those  who  are  unable  to  do  for  them- 
selves.  Mr.  Scarboro  is  one  of  these  men.  He 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1856,  being  the  third  of 
eight  children  of  Calvin  R.  and  Mary  J.  (Hodges) 
Scarboro,  who  were  also  Tennesseeans,  where  the 
father  carried  on  the  business  of  a saddler  and 
farmer.  He  is  still  residing  in  that  State,  his  home 
being  at  Mifflin.  William  H.  Scarboro  received 
the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  in  his  youth, 
and  was  an  intelligent  and  studious  pupil.  Al- 
though he  was  reared  a farmer’s  bov,  he  has  never 
given  that  occupation  his  attention  until  within  the 
last  year,  since  which  time  he  has  entered  upon 
that  calling  with  a perseverance  that  can  not  fail 
of  favorable  results.  At  the  age  of  twenty -one  he 
secured  the  United  States  mail  contracts  in  Hen- 
derson County,  of  which  he  was  deputy  sheriff'  and 
constable  for  five  years,  and  was  married  there  Sep- 
tember 30,  1879,  to  Miss  Ada  A.  Clay,  a native  of 
that  State.  In  1882,  under  the  impression  that  he 
could  better  his  fortunes,  he  came  to  Arkansas, 
settling  at  Blythesville,  where  he  engaged  as  a clerk 
for  Richardson  <Sc  Triplett,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  1884,  when  he  embarked  in  l)usiness  on  his 
own  responsibility,  and  successfully  conducted  a 
general  mercantile  establishment  for  two  years. 
The  two  following  years  were  spent  .at  carpenter 
ing,  in  the  “Lone  Star  State.’’  but  in  the  winter 


of  1888  he  returned  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark., 
where  he  purchased  a farm  emln'acing  280  acres  of 
land,  and  since  that  time  has  attended  to  his  adopted 
profession  with  care  and  perseverance,  and  is  now 
in  possession  of  a competence  which  has  more  than 
realized  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  } oung  men  of  the  county, 
and  will,  without  doubt,  be  among  the  foremost 
men  of  his  times.  He  and  wife  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Nellie  Lorance,  Elbe  Lee  (de- 
ceased), Willie  Harris  and  Mary  Ethel. 

Samuel  Spencer  Semrces,  eldest  son  of  Admiral 
Raphael  and  Ann  E.  (Spencer)  Semmes,  was  born 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  March  4.  1888.  While  a youth 
he  received  his  education  at  the  Jesuit  Collecrj^ 
(Spring  Hill),  near  Mobile,  Ala.,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  graduated  in  1855.  He  was  reared  in 
South  Alabama,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Washington  County,  of  that  State,  in  1859,  sub 
sequently  graduating  at  the  law  school  in  New  Or- 
leans, La.,  in  1860,  in  which  citv  he  was  rersidino- 
and  practicing  his  profession  when  the  war  broke 
out.  True  to  his  convictions,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  service,  as  second  lieutenant  in  the 
First  Regiment  of  Louisiana  Infantry  (regulars), 
commanded  by  the  late  Gen.  A.  H.  Gladden,  and 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  He  went 
through  the  war  under  Gen.  Bragg,  in  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  was  a participant  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Atlanta,  etc.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  South 
Alabama,  and  in  the  practice  of  law.  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1874:  then  he  removed  to  ^Mississippi 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  since  resided,  occupied 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  elected 
county  judge  in  1882,  and  held  the  office  one  term. 
Mr.  Semmes  was  married  to  Miss  Pauline  Semmes. 
a daughter  of  the  late  Gen.  Paul  J.  Semmes.  of 
Columbus,  Ga.  (who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg),  in  1868,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
are  five  children,  three  sons.  Paul  J. . Raphael  and 
Oliver,  and  two  daughters.  Mary  and  Anna.  The 
first  two  named  are  living  in  Osceola,  Ark.,  and 
Oliver  is  at  Macon.  Ga..  where  he  is  studying  for 
the  priesthood  as  a Jesuit.  Mr.  Semmes  lost  his 


■t-- 


■■^Ti.  ..  i"  B '.' 

„ —■ "»j.'S  vw*iitor»!°iwiiit>i  "jJi.iiU- 


, ^niv  ,vrJ-(«t)»^’>  ji|4|i.-u.>{3<  .<>!(  %> 

lf»  i-^trtr,  "i,i;!»iit'{itu3^,  ii  ndyunlw 

' -M  <i4  oi  *ml  u«ji4  lAif  jf,=»?wfi« 

#tM(, f fit*'  rtu(4-v^rtrjW(  (jua 

jiHiil  • -J  i)<>iit'jf>  »^ti'<^ti-j£tri  'i  n h'  jfU?Hf‘t^iy\?f:f'‘  ja,i 


■ ^ ...  >P  " "■  'f '■'  v 

^rM  «if,':_ 

«}.4  ■^'’4 •tjU  S&  %h<.k:l4  Sii  tid  ,0i ' ' ' 

;!vi^  «»J(t  T»4|ij^jy 

*^f't  'iii 


Kt  ofi  MH-'iytmtt’o  .Miot  tiid  w f^'H litdf 

.vfatfuij  -fd.}  ,w  U‘iirt  t(!W'>'  ’.9  ^),£Pi5  f'4J«  Ji*.  i«&P'-.J54a. 

'’'*'•  vl_' -rj&A  ‘ii“' 


•/!«■ ''>'*»l  f»if,i|^.  ^>7t  v’e-Huji  fsisi'tt' ii'^.'i  ,v. ri(]' 


‘^'fJ  nft^^^  ; il->'4#l jlilw  ic' 

l/rtiwM/A  >:)' 

(Vtvd.  «»w  1 ,fil^ . :|*«j|lq[/6U 

ejji;</7  K 4*4 W.;.  Wv';!^  4' 


,.uft  ..KitorKiIf  , wV,  ■■ 
(u  i^|*»,.iiu4' 


«r^41pQ  '*<M  ifi  j'loiitKyiiiw.  44 ‘ »4  *(4 'iiiv 




>3. .»4t.ojfik»K  ftdii  lii  n«4^^ _j 


-ui  ilo.i4V  0K»ii  ,^lA  .niifeik 


^ m;  x,^i#«aii!not>  yrfl  oi  ^ 


r4>li4a. 


l(i*i  O iyAtaiuj^  ,;.to( 

itmi4  '0.  t’jeMriJaS^ 


.4; 

, 4A  %(■*')'  aisir.:> 


f4i)  0,1  *>t<  *wx»7^4''' y«4>  ^4- v4  4'yo 

l.uft  ir-  .11  Jk.  ,UI>^ '4!:1 

t;  ...v  -U  .m£.4qn')  1‘-  4»v»i  />4^  .4)  ltk4oi.'w.-iiq  es# 

7jrX!**  -<W'af 

■ill 7 -ir-j  i#  bj^»'  4di  

- «tU  . irao i?i(R«.i*{-tfT>  ;l 

^44  ^Q  B*ioh  Biii  iA  4:*^  -9^®.n4«  a(>qiBi  b^Y^saw  '-tiBi!^,'''^',9tj^:  thidv.  yutU  .?i*^ 

rfniuB  ni  •din>ruu^  «*<  %Hyt  }'it\.  ion  loil,®- 

(q«.(isj»o»»i7Aoi  ‘!f^  vi'-j^iil  -^V4i,  fiimi  ,i'**>ts4i^  ■..£b^ 

h«i.|j<.3»8o  Bpgitt,  Will-  . ,;ftA  • l.*a#  AtV**{^  l,i. 

£.\is«i  stfif  arifftd  Ie»i4  fjirtif  f«ia  ,Ii^l  tt(  vlilftOa 

,«M£iit)ff43  *»uiit^  ^fK  o4  .lit 


.■9ici8  i«<^. 


W jat<4  aoh*ty^mi 


hi  ,?«(|uatt8  ,T.  iw^S  -iwtJ «til^7«*ji^ 
ii>  ic  foaflM  W . ' 


boA  /ii o?j4 

■tet’l  m ,.i3^  ijj,.«i.,i(!srii)[0 


ti)  fi07»itx  iMi 


9tiBw,  WW«*-v..'54IU'W«4Io!'>S^^ 


3!^ 


W':. 


MISSISSIPPI  COUNTY. 


I wife  ill  1877,  and  his  second  marriage  took  place 
I in  1881,  to  his  present  wife,  who  was  originally 
i Miss  Frances  H.  Morris,  daughter  of  the  late  Piev. 

I F.  C.  Mori  is.  a Presbyterian  minister  of  Osceola, 
i Ark.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children; 

I Spencer.  Frank  Morris,  and  Catherine.  Mr. 

I Semmes'  home,  just  outside  the  town  of  Osceola, 
is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  attractive  in 
I Northeast  Arkansas,  and  is  a fine  examirle  of  what 

j 

I can  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  ornament  and 
j usefulness  by  a little  taste  and  industry.  His 
I father  was  the  late  Admiral  Eaphael  Semmes,  of 
{ Confederate  fame,  whose  ancestors  came  to  Ameri- 
j ca  with  Lord  Baltimore,  and  settled  in  ^Maryland. 

I Admiral  Semmes  entered  the  United  States  Navy 
j as  a lad  of  fourteen,  v.'here  he  remained  until  he 
i resigned  his  commission,  to  take  part  in  the  late 
I ■ war,  in  behalf  of  the  Confederates.  At  that  time 
! he  was  commander,  and  on  duty  at  Washington 
I as  a member  of  the  lighthouse  board.  His  cai’eer 
1 as  commander  of  the  Confederate  States  steamers 
I Sumter”  and  “Alabama”  have  already  become 
I a matter  of  history.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  a daughter  of  the  late  Bev.  Oliver 
M.  Spencer,  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  whose  father  re- 
I moved-to  that  place  as  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  ' 
I from  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
I century.  Mrs.  Semmes  (the  mother)  resides  in 
! Mobile,  Ala.  Capt.  Semmes  is  the  eldest  of  six 
! children  born  to  his  parents.  His  eldest  brother, 

; Oliver  J.  Semmes,  and  eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Colston, 

I reside  in  IMobile,  Ala.  His  next  two  sisters,  Mrs. 

I Luke  E.  Wright  and  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Brvan,  and 
I youngest  brother.  Raphael  Semmes,  live  in  Mem- 
i i)his,  Tenn.  It  is  not  strange  that  dui-ing  the  years 
j of  Capt.  Semmes’  residence  in  Mississippi  County, 
i he  should  have  become  one  of  its  best  known  and 
I most  valued  citizens.  Gifted  by  nature  with  an 
indomitable  spirit  of  ])erseverance.  and  a refined 
I ta.ste,  a thorough  and  complete  collegiate  education 
I expanded  these,  teaching  him  to  see  a beauty  and 
i harmony  in  nature,  while  the  study  of  law  and  the 
J practice  of  that  profession  illustrated  by  many 
[ valuable  examples  the  study  of  mankind.  It  was 
with  an  education  thus  completed,  and  a fortune 
i shattered  in  the  Civil  War,  as  qualifications  for 


future  usefulness,  that  he  turned  his  steps  toward 
Mississippi  County.  Here,  amid  an  impoverishcul 
population,  and  where  strife  and  turmoil  reigned 
for  many  years,  fortune  was  hard  to  win,  and  many 
trials  lay  beside  his  path;  yet,  from  the  first,  his 
ability,  moral  courage,  purity  and  truth  of  charac- 
ter were  recognized  by  all.  His  indomitable  will 
soon  won  him  a leading  place  at  the  Osceola  bar. 
while  his  election  to  the  office  of  county  judge  was 
an  unsought  expression  of  the  people’s  confidence 
and  esteem.  The  economy  in  the  administration 
of  the  county  affairs  during  his  term  of  office,  in 
which  time  the  court-house  was  erected  under  his 
supervision,  was  the  redeemed  pledge  of  his  faithful- 
ness and  care.  Now,  as  the  years  are  rolling  by,  a 
glance  at  the  home  life  of  Capt. , or  Juvlge,  Semmes, 
as  he  is  familiarly  called,  would  reveal  a pleasant 
cottage,  which  his  hortieidtural  tastes  have  literally 
surrounded  with  ornamental  plants  and  flowers,  an 
interesting  family,  [iresided  over  by  Mrs.  Semmes. 
a lady  of  education,  with  many  refined  and  pleasing 
graces,  happy  children,  whose  merriment  dashes 
across  the  path  of  troubled  life  like  .srrnshine  through 
the  rift  of  drifting  clouds.  And  so,  amid  an  atmos- 
phere of  peace,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all. 
diligently  pursuing  his  pntfessicnal  duties,  while 
perhaps  finding  greater  pleasure  during  his  leisure 
hours  in  the  cultivation  of  his  garden,  and  the 
adornment  of  his  home,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
(and  of  the  accompanying  portrait)  passes  his  davs, 
receiving  the  well-earned  praises  of  his  fellow 
men. 

Eaphael  Semmes.  second  son  of  S.  S.  Semmes 
[see  sketch],  was  born  in  Mobile,  Ala. . in  the  year 
1867,  and  is  one  of  the  promising  youtig  business 
men  of  the  county.  He  attended  the  public  .schools 
of  O ceola  but  a short  time,  and  while  still  a small 
boy  secured  employment  in  a baker's  shop,  at  \erv 
small  pay.  and  there  remained  for  six  months.  At 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Pecan  Point, 
where  he  engaged  as  clerk  for  L.  A.  Morris,  and 
coi\tiuued  in  that  capacity  for  one  year.  He  then 
came  to  Osceola,  and  worked  with  N.  L.  Aver\  a> 
clerk  in  a subordinate  capacity,  and  at  a .small  sal- 
ary. His  capabilities  were  recognizeil.  and  he  was 
advanced  year  by  year,  and  in  1888  was  admitted 
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in  the  busine&s  as  a partner  under  the  firm  title  of 
N.  L.  Avery  & Co.  Mr.  Semmes  chose  Miss  Lulu 
Sullivan  for  his  companion  during-  the  changing 
scenes  of  life,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  her 
on  June  6,  1888.  She  was  born  in  ^Mississippi 
County,  and  is  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  this  county.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Norman  L.  The  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
Semmes’  life,  as  may  be  seen,  is  an  example  of  per- 
severance, industry  and  energy;  rising  under  unfa- 
vorable circumstances  as  far  as  education  and  home 
assistance  are  concerned,  he  has  shown  by  his  grad- 
ual advancement,  step  by  step,  that  he  possesses 
business  capacity  of  an  unusually  high  order. 
Now,  as  a partner  in  a large  store,  the  future  has 
rich  promises  for  him. 

J.  M.  E.  Sisk  is  a man  well  known  to  the  early 
settlers  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  is  re- 
spected for  his  straightforward  course  through  life, 
and  beloved  by  all  for  his  noble,  Christian  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart.  His  birth  occurred  in  Jackson 
County,  Ala.,  in  1833,  he  being  the  third  of  eight 
children  born  to  Willis  Sisk  and  Frances  (Money) 
Sisk,  who  were  originally  from  North  Carolina. 
The  father  was  a farmer  and  mechanic,  and  died 
in  Alabama  in  1873,  followed  by  his  wife  in  1886. 
The  knowledge  that  J.  M.  E.  Sisk  acquired  was 
only  such  as  could  be  learned  on  the  home  farm, 
for  his  school  days  only  amounted  to  about  thirteen 
months.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  com- 
menced a mercantile  career  in  Tennessee,  but  one 
year  later  abandoned  this  occupation  to  take  up 
farming  in  his  native  State,  which  received  his 
attention  until  1856.  Two  years  later  he  came  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  in  Chicka- 
sawba  Township,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  on  which  he  erected  a house,  added  other 
improvements,  and  made  his  home  until  1860,  be- 
ing one  of  the  well-known  and  respected  residents 
of  the  community.  At  the  latter  date  he  ]>urchased 
another  farm,  which  embraced  160  acres,  which 
by  industry  and  good  management  he  soon  made 
into  a pleasant  home,  l)ut  in  1882  he  sold  this  farm 
also.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided  on  a 140- 
acre  farm  on  North  Chickasawba,  where  he  has 


erected  good  fences  and  a residence,  and  has  one  of 
the  best  orchards  in  the  county.  In  the  spring  of 
1889  he  started  a grocery  store  in  Blythesville, 
and  by  his  agreeable  and  pleasant  manners,  and 
fair  dealing,  he  is  securing  a good  patronage.  He 
entered  the  Confederate  service  in  1863,  Capt. 
Barton’s  company,  and  served  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Helena.  He  was  sent  home  in  July,  1884,  and  did 
not  again  enter  the  service.  In  1875  he  was  ap- 
pointed constable  of  Chickasawba  Township  by  the 
Governor,  and  was  afterward  elected  to  the  office, 
serving  in  all  about  nine  years.  He  has  also  been 
school  director  six  years,  and  assisted  in  oi’franizing 
the  school  districts  and  churches.  He  was  married 
in  1853,  while  a resident  of  Alabama,  to  Miss 
Nancy  L.  Temple,  of  that  State,  and  to  them  have 
been  given  the  following  children:  James  P. , who 
is  married  and  lives  in  the  county;  Hiram  \V., 
also  married  and  residing  in  St.  Francis  County; 
John  W.,  married  and  residing  in  Chickasawba; 
Jesse  D.,  married  and  making  his  home  in  Osceola; 
Evan  W. , Benoni,  Frances  (widow  of  Thomas 
PeiTy),  Sarah  (deceased),  Susa  (wife  of  B.  J.  Rook), 
Charlotte,  Roberta  (deceased)  and  Alice.  Seven 
of  the  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Carroll  L.  Smith.  In  the  early  .settlement  of 
Arkansas,  and  among  the  families  who  were  closely 
identified  with  its  material  affairs  and  associated 
with  its  progress  and  development,  were  the 
Smiths.  A respected  representative  of  this  family 
is  found  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born 
in  Tennessee  in  1839,  and  in  1841  was  brono-ht  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  by  his  parents,  James 
M.  and  Edna  (Jones)  Smith,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  North  Carolina,  removing  shortly 
after  the  latter  event  to  East  Tennessee,  and  still 
later  to  West  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Arkansas. 
After  coming  to  the  latter  State  they  resided  for 
nearly  two  years  on  Mill  Bayou,  where  they  laudt'd 
in  1845,  and  in  1847  removed  to  Clear  Ijake,  set- 
tling on  a tract  of  157  acres.  At  that  time  thete 
were  only  three  families  on  the  Lake,  and  there  were 
not  more  than  twenty  acres  under  cultivation.  Mr.. 
Smith  l)egan  at  onci'  to  make  improvements  in  the 
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! wav  of  clearing  land  and  building,  and  made  his 
' homo  on  this  property  until  his  death,  in  1804.  at 
i the  age  of  fifty-three  years;  the  mother  expiring 
j the  following  year,  aged  about  fifty-five  years. 
Like  so  many  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  this 
county  at  the  present  time,  he  was  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  farming  from  his  earliest  youth, 
and  to  this  calling  he  has  since  given  his  attention. 
As  there  were  no  schools  near  his  home  until  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age.  his  early  educational 
advantages  were  very  limited.  When  the  mutter- 
ings  of  war  began  to  be  heard  throughout  the  land 
he  joined  Capt.  Fletcher’s  company,  and  -was  at 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  when  that  captain  was  killed. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Mur- 
freesboro, Chickamauga.  Chattanooga,  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  in  the  Georgia  campaign.  He  was  cap- 
tured at  Franklin,  Tenn. , and  was  kept  a prisoner 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming.  In 
! 1808  he  sold  the  old  homestead  and  bought  his 

I 

j present  home  farm  of  1 60  acres,  now  owning  in  alt 
j 400  acres  with  160  under  the  plow.  On  this  place 
j he  has  a good  residence  and  outbuildings,  and  near 
I the  house  is  an  extensive  orchard  of  choice  varieties 
' of  fruit.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
in  the  various  affairs  of  the  county  he  exerts  an 
influence  which  is  felt  by  all,  being  particularly 
active  in  supporting  the  cause  of  education.  He 
has  been  married  three  times,  the  first  time  in  ^ 
J October,  1860,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Renfro,  wdio  | 
died  in  1862,  leaving  one  child,  which  also  soon 
died.  He  then  remained  a widower  until  1870,  at 
which  date  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Murry,  a 
native  of  Mississippi  County,  her  death  occurring 
in  1883.  Three  children  blessed  th  is  union:  Will- 
iam, Norah  and  Rebecca.  In  1884  his  marriage 
j to  Miss  Amanda  Langley  was  consummated,  and 
^ by  her  he  has  also  had  three  children:  Iona, 
Albert  Sidney  Johnson  and  Grover  Cleveland. 

I Mr.  Smith  has  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the 
county,  and  has  surrounded  his  home  with  many 
I conveniences  and  comforts.  His  farm  is  rapidly 
j increasing  in  value  under  his  able  management, 
and  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  this  section. 


Thomas  H.  Starling,  a gentleman  who  has  won  : 
the  confidence  and  res]>ect  of  his  neighbors  since  | 
his  arrival  at  Cross  Bayou,  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  Ark.,  in  1851,  and  is  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  is  the  eldest  child  of  John  W.  and  Sallie 
Ann  (Hood)  Starling,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  respectively,  who  came  to  Arkansas  at  an 
early  period.  The  father  was  a prosperous  farmer 
until  the  outbreak  of  w’ar,  when  he  gave  U{>  his 
home  and  family  to  take  up  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy. He  fought  gallantly  in  some  of  the 
noted  battles  now  portrayed  in  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, until  he  received  his  discharge  on  account  of 
ill  health.  In  1863,  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
the  northern  part  of  Missouri,  and  remained  there  ' 
until  1866;  but  thinking  the  outlook  along  the 
Mississippi  River  more  promising  in  which  to  re- 
build his  shattered  fortune,  he  placed  his  family 
and  possessions  on  a flat-boat,  and  spent  one  year 
on  the  river  looking  for  a suitable  location.  He 
finally  settled  in  Mississippi  County,  where  the  1 
father  and  son  together  bought  100  acres  of  land  ■ 
on  Cross  Bayou,  in  which  place  there  were  but 
few  settlers  at  that  time,  and  immediately  began 
improving  and  cultivating  his  purchase.  The 
land  was  then  in  a wild  state,  but  since  then  they 
have  added  to  it,  and  now  have  about  350  acres 
cleared  and  fenced.  Thomas  owned  fifty  acres 
himself,  and  in  1886,  he  bought  his  father's  tract, 
upon  which  there  were  about  twenty  acres  under 
cultivation.  The  land  will  easily  average  three- 
quarters  of  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and.  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  he  has  forty  head  of  fine  cattle,  and 
pronounces  this  section  to  be  a splendid  cattle 
range — a piece  of  information  which  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  farmers  in  other  portions  of  the  State. 

! His  first  marriage  was  with  Miss  Sarah  Rat  ton,  of 
this  county,  who  lived  but  two  years  after  their 
union,  ami  died  without  leaving  any  children. 

His  second  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Robinson,  he  married 
in  1876,  an  amiable  widow  lady,  who  bore  four 
children:  Jacob  Wishy,  Thomas  Jefferson  Will- 
iam Cornelius  and  Jesse  Brooks.  Mrs.  Star- 
ling had  three  children  by  her  former  marriage: 
i James  Alfred,  Mary  L.  and  an  infant,  the  two  lat- 
j ter  deceased.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
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Baptist  Church,  and  ilr.  Starling  is  a member 
of  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  He  has  also  served 
two  terms  on  the  school  board,  and  is  a prominent 
man  in  his  section. 

George  W.  Stewart.  Of  Hickman  County,  Ky. , 
nativity,  Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  date  of  his  birth, 
in  1830,  has  resided  either  in  Kentucky  or  in  Ar- 
kansas. Up  to  the  age  of  fourteen,  his  days  were 
spent  in  his  native  State,  but  he  was  not  favored 
with  much  of  an  education.  His  father,  Thomas 
Stewart,  was  married,  after  growing  up,  to  Miss 
Nancy  Jane  Johnson,  both  of  w'hom  were  Ken- 
tuckians, and  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
in  their  native  State  until  their  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  George  W.  was  a small  lad.  In  1845, 
the  latter  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  spent  the  first 
year  and  a half  on  Island  No.  30,  after  which  he 
came  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  lived  above 
Osceola  for  a few  years,  engaged  in  the  cord-wood 
business.  He  was  married  in  1855,  to  Aliss  Alary 
E.  Boole,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a dauc'hter  of 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  county.  After  his 
marriage,  he  came  to  Clear  liuke,  where  he  farmed 
on  rented  land  for  a few  years.  At  that  time  the 
country  was  a wilderness,  and  Air.  Stewart  had  but 
few  neighbors.  In  1871  he  bought  a farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  Clear  Lake,  of  which  eighteen  were  under 
cultivation,  and  shortly  after  bought  nearly  180 
acres  more,  and  now  has  a tract  of  100  acres  under 
cultivation.  His  land  is  favorably  situated  in  a 
good  community,  and  uirder  favorable  circum- 
stances, he  can  easily  make  a bale  of  cotton  to  the 
- acre,  and  from  fifty  to  sixty  bushels  of  corn.  On 
this  farm  are  to  be  seen  large  numbers  of  cattle,  of 
which  he  makes  a specialty.  His  union  with  Aliss 
Boole  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  seven  chil- 
dren: James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years;  Virginia,  who  died  in  1888;  George,  who 
died  in  1874;  Sallie,  wife  of  Jesse  Deason;  and 
Robert,  Lucy  and  Ollie,  who  reside  with  their 
parents. 

A.  L.  Taiisil,  a true  type  of  the  progressive 
farmer  and  eiiter[)risi[ig  merchant,  was  born  in 
Dyer  County,  Tenn.,  in  1815.  He  is  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  seven  children  burn  to  John  B.  and 
Nancy  (Finly)  Tansil,  of  Tennessee,  where  the 


father  was  a well-known  farmer  wdio  died  in  1808, 
the  mother  soon  following  him.  In  early  youth 
Air.  Tansil  had  few  educational  advantages,  but 
attended  school  for  several  years  after  the  war. 
On  reaching  maturity  he  began  life  as  a farmer, 
and  though  still  following  that  occupation,  he  es- 
tablished a store  which  was  the  first  place  of  busi- 
ness in  what  is  now  the  thriving  town  of  Finley, 
Tenn.  His  business  grew  to  considerable  propor- 
tions under  his  judicious  management,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  it  he  built  a cotton-gin  which  gave  an  impe- 
tus to  the  place,  and  soon  the  town  of  Finley  grew 
and  became  an  active,  busy  trading  center.  In 
1874,  thinking  to  better  his  then  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  always  on  the  lookout  for  more  promis- 
ing fields,  he  moved  to  the  State  of  Alissouri,  and 
from  there  to  Texas,  remaining,  however,  only  one 
year  in  the  latter  place,  and  then  returned  to  Fin- 
ley. Here  he  formed  a partnership  with  an 
uncle,  A.  Finley,  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  Fin- 
ley k.  Co.,  and  continued  in  commercial  life 
under  these  conditions  for  two  years,  when  his 
spirit  of  independence  prompted  him  to  seek  other 
fields,  and  he  again  turned  his  attention  to  Texas. 
In  that  State  he  did  not  find  as  favorable  an  open- 
ing as  he  had  hoped  for,  and  believing  that  he  had 
passed  over  a better  country  on  his  way,  he  turned 
backward  and  settled  in  Alississippi  County,  Ark. 
Here  he  located  on  Alill  Bayou,  and  commenced 
farming  with  great  success,  and  two  vears  after 
started  the  first  business  house  at  this  point.  He 
started  a small  store,  which,  from  the  first,  was 
a pronounced  success  and  grew  rapidly  from  year 
to  year  until  the  spring  of  1885,  when  his  in- 
creased trade  demanded  larger  (quarters,  and  he 
built  an  extensive  store,  filling  it  with  a com- 
plete and  judiciously  assorted  stock  of  general 
merchandise.  The  star  of  Air.  Tansil' s success 
seemed  to  be  shining  the  brightest  at  this  jwriod, 
when,  without  any  warning,  the  results  of  his 
many  years’  patient  toil  and  industry  were  swept 
away  by  fire  on  the  night  of  December  5,  1885. 
His  new  store  with  its  recently  accumulated  stock, 
several  bales  of  cotton,  and  a large  crib  containing 
over  1,000  bushels  of  corn,  were  burned  to  the 
ground.  This  misfortune  rendered  him  almost 
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penniless,  and  instead  of  starting  in  business  again 
I at  this  point,  he  removed  witli  his  family  up  the 
White  River;  but  seeing  no  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived there  that  would  equal  his  former  home  in 
Mississippi  County,  he  soon  returned  and  settled 
one  mile  south  of  Bartield,  where  he  leased  a cot- 
ton gin  and  forty  acres  from  the  Williams  estate; 
and  the  same  industry  that  characterized  his  early 
days  is  now  starting  him  on  the  road  to  fortune 
j again.  In  188tl  he  bought  100  acres  of  good  land 
I with  about  thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  soon 
after  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild  laud,  which  he 
' will  immediately  put  under  cultivation  also.  He  has 
j again  commenced  in  business  at  Bartield,  of  which 
i he  intends  to  allow  his  son  Guy  to  take  the  manage - 
I ment,  while  he  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
‘ to  his  cotton  gin  and  crops.  On  .June  18,  1868, 
Mr.  Tansil  w’as  married  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Spence, 
of  Finley,  Tenn.,  a daughter  of  George  E.  Spence, 
whose  father,  Mark,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Dyer  County,  that  State,  where  he  amassed  a 
large  fortune.  To  this  union  w’ere  born  eight  chil- 
dren: Belle,  wife  of  J.  H.  Daniels;  Annie:  Min- 
nie, who  died  in  1885;  Guy,  Dixon,  Nannie,  who 
died  in  1888;  Frankie  and  Susie.  Mr.  Tansil  is 
certainly  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  5Iississippi 
County.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neigh- 
bors, has  served  four  terms  as  magistrate,  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  that  promise  to  be 
for  the  county’s  good,  and  in  school  affairs,  and 
is  the  possessor  of  a happy  and  interesting  family. 

G.  W.  Thomason  is  not  ordy  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  enterprising  planters  of  Mississippi 
County,  but  he  is  also  a lawyer  of  thorough  pre- 
paratory training,  both  literary  and  professional. 
His  boyhood  was  passed  in  assisting  on  the  farm 
and  attending  school.  He  was  studvino-  at  colie o^e 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  but  he  tlung  aside 
his  books  to  enter  the  Confederate  Army,  enlisting 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  in  Company  H.  Fifth 
Tennessee  Volunteers,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Western  army.  After  participating  in  the  de- 
.structive  battle  of  Shiloh,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Fifty- second  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  promoted 
I to  the  rank  of  third  lieutenant.  After  this  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Berryville,  Murfreesboro, 
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and  then  in  that  most  disastrous  battle  at  Franklin. 
Tenn.  Just  previous  to  this  battle  he  was  pru- 
mote<l  to  ca[)tain,  his  command  being  fragments  of 
five  regiments,  and  was  the  only  officer  left  of  that 
company.  He  was  ca{)tured  during  that  engage 
ment,  and  was  sent  to  Johnson’s  Island,  where  he 
remained  for  about  seven  months.  After  his  re- 
lease, the  war  being  over,  he  returned  to  his 
brother’s  law  office  at  Paris,  Tenn.,  and  began  the 
study  of  law.  He  remained  in  that  city  until  iSbS. 
when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  place, 
but  soon  afterward  left  for  Dyersburg,  where  he 
remained  one  year,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  On  the  5th  of  April.  1869,  he  came 
to  Osceola.  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  here  re- 
sumed his  practice.  .\s  a lawyer  5Ir.  Thomason 
possesses  solid,  substantial  talent,  and  is  a man 
who  will  succeed  under  an\'  and  all  circumstances. 
His  practice  is  steadily  and  substantially  increas- 
ing, and  covers  a wide  extent  of  territory.  In 
1871  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  C.  J.  Josey, 
nee  Borum,  a native  of  Keutircky.  She  died  on 
the  81st  of  May,  1887,  leaving  one  child,  a daugh- 
ter, Lola  Maud.  He  is  active,  politically,  aiul 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  the 
fifth  of  nine  children  born  to  Richard  Lee  and 
Elizabeth  (Smith)  Thomason,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  The  father’s  people  were  pioneers  in 
Tennessee,  and  there  the  father  cultivated  the  soil 
and  passed  his  last  days. 

H.  D.  Tomlinson  owes  his  nativity  to  Fort  Don- 
elson,  Tenn..  where  he  was  born  in  1859,  his  parents 
being  Uriah  Douglas  and  Mattie  (Outlaw)  Tom 
linson,  who  were  also  Tennesseeans.  The  latter  is 
dead,  but  the  father  is  still  living,  and  resides  near 
Clarksville.  After  his  mother’s  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  aliout  fifteen  years  of  age,  H. 
D.  Tomlinson  began  making  his  home  with  an 
uncle,  J.  J.  Tomlinson,  at  Canton,  Ky.,  where  he 
remained  until  nineteen  years  of  age;  then  went  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.  (in  1879),  and  engaged  as  clerk 
with  the  Lee  line  of  steamers,  remaining  in  this 
capacity  on  these  boats  until  1888,  at  which  date 
he  became  accpiainted  with  Miss  Mary  IMat thews, 
a daug’uter  of  Capt.  Daniel  Matthews,  and  their 
marriage  was  consummated  on  the  81st  of  May, 
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1883.  The  following  November  tliey  settled  in 
Osceola,  since  which  time  Mr.  Tomlinson  has  con-  ' 
ducted  his  father  in-law’s  plantation  in  so  satisfac-  ; 
tory  a manner  that  he  is  realizing  a haiuisome  profit 
thereby.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Beulah  Patience  and  Daniel  Douglas.  Mr. 
Tomlinson  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  27,  of  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Osceola.  As  stated  elsewhere, 
Mrs.  Tomlinson’s  father,  Capt.  Daniel  Matthews, 
was  one  of  the  best  and  most  favorably  known  in- 
dividuals in  Mississippi  County,  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  farming  interests  of  this  region 
over  a long  period  of  years.  A personal  acquaint- 
ance with  nearly  every  citizen  of  the  different 
townships  in  this  county  tended  to  make  him 
very  popular,  for  he  lived  an  honest,  upright  life 
in  the  sight  of  his  fellow  men.  After  reaching 
manhood  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony 
to  Miss  Mary  Young,  whose  mother  was  Elizabeth 
Young,  of  Hickman's  Bend,  Mississippi  County. 
Ark.,  which  town  was  washed  away  in  the  flood  of 
1883,  and,  for  a number  of  subsequent  years,  her 
father  ran  a merchant’s  boat  on  the  river.  Upon 
selling  out,  he  embarked  in  business  in  Osceola, 
having  previously  anchored  his  boat  at  the  landing 
known  as  the  Stone  Boat  Landing,  and  purchased  a | 
fine  farm  of  162  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  w^as 
under  cultivation  at  that  time.  The  purchase  was 
made  about  the  year  1856,  and  the  farm  was  just 
west  of  the  town,  and  now  comprises  a tract  550 
acres  of  which  are  under  the  plow.  It  is  managed 
by  his  son-in-law,  IMr.  Tomlinson,  who  rents  out 
a portion  of  the  land.  Seventy-five  people,  black 
and  white,  are  employed  to  keep  the  place  in  good 
farming  condition,  and  the  average  yield  of  cotton 
to  the  acre  is  about  three-fourths  of  a bale.  Ten  j 
acres  are  also  devoted  to  raising  timothy  hay  and  clo- 
ver, which  will  average  about  three  tons  of  cured  hay 
per  acre.  Off  of  one  acre  of  ground  has  recently 
been  gathered  150  bushels  of  potatoes.  Capt. 
Matthews  died  May  2,  1884;  his  death  left  a void 
in  the  hearts  of  all  impossible  to  fill,  for  he  was  a 
man  above  most  men,  and  one  esteemed  for  his 
sincere  worth. 

Samuel  S.  Triplett,  whose  life  has  been  an  act- 
ive one,  and  who  has  by  his  own  industry ^and  intelli-  | 


went  manawement  secured  a substantial  footing 
e> 

among  the  citizens  of  this  community,  was  born 
in  Frankfort,  Ivy.,  in  1856,  being  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  His  parents,  George 
W.  and  Mary  E.  (Spotts)  Triplett,  were  born  in 
Kentucky  and  Alabama,  respectively,  and  were 
married  in  Frankfort,  in  the  former  State.  The 
father  was  a noted  river  man,  and  w'as  a well- 
known  steamboat  captain  for  many  years  on  the 
Kentucky  and  Ohio  Rivers.  His  death  occurred 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1867,  his  widow  dying  in  Ar- 
kansas, in  1883,  while  on  a visit  to  her  son,  Sam- 
uel S.  During  the  latter's  youth  he  attended 
school  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  but  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  he  began  making  his  home 
with  an  uncle,  who  was  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
when  the  latter  removed  with  his  family  to  Si. 
Joseph,  Mo,,  he  accompanied  him.  In  this  State 
he  was  engaged  in  clerking  with  various  firms  for 
a period  of  three  years,  and  in  1877  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Chickasawba  Towmship, 
where  he  worked  as  a farmhand  for  H.  T.  Blythe, 
for  about  one  year,  then  em'oarked  in  the  business 
for  himself  on  rented  land.  After  continuing  thus 
employed  for  some  time,  he  entered  t'ne  mercan- 
tile store  of  J.  L.  Edrington,  as  clerk,  securing  at 
the  end  of  one  year  an  interest  in  the  busine--^s, 
the  firm  taking  the  name  of  Edrington,  Triplett  A 
Co.,  which  partnership  continued  for  tw'o  years. 
He  then  became  as.sociated  in  business  with  Z.  M . 
Richardson  for  a.  short  time,  'out  during  these 
years  had  been  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, to  which  he  began  devoting  his  entire  atten- 
tion in  the  year  1884,  continuing  until  1887,  when 
he  resumed  his  mercantile  career  again,  only  to 
abandon  it  in  the  fall  of  the  following  year,  selling 
out  to  N.  L.  Avery  A Co.  However,  he  has  since 
been  associated  with  the  above  firm  in  the  capa- 
city of  clerk.  In  1885  he  purchased  a tract  of 
wildland  amounting  to  120  acres,  and  of  this  he 
cleared  forty  acres,  which  is  now  under  cultivation, 
the  soil  being  very^  fertile,  and  the  whole  tract  till- 
able. The  place  is  improved  with  a good  house 
and  other  buildings,  and  in  adilition  to  this,  lu>  has 
since  purchasi'd  acres  of  land.  His  wife, 

whom  he  married  in  1885,  and  whose  maiden  nain,' 
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MISSISSIPPI  COUNTY. 


• was  Ivittie  Snow,  inherited  800  acres  of  land  from 
! her  father’s  estate,  of  which  130  are  being  tilled. 

! Mr.  and  Mrs.  Triplett  are  the  parents  of  a son 
! named  Blythe.  Mr.  Triplett  is  not  an  active  poli- 
tician, but  in  1888  was  elected  one  of  the  levee 
commissioners.  Mrs.  Triplett’s  father,  John  M. 
Snow,  was  a pioneer  of  Mississippi  County,  and 
had  a landing  on  the  river  known  as  Snow's  Land 
in2,  which  was  situated  a short  distance  above 
Barfield.  In  1882  he  came  to  Blythesville  and  re- 
sumed merchandising,  which  calling  he  pursued 
until  his  death,  in  December,  1884,  he  being  the 
oldest  merchant  in  the  county  at  that  time,  and 
was  one  of  its  best  known  and  most  highly  respect- 
ed citizens. 

T.  E.  Turner.  Within  the  limits  of  Missis- 
sippi County,  there  is  no  more  successful  planter 
to  be  found  than  Mr.  Turner,  who  is  thoroughly 
identified  wuth  the  farming  interests  of  the  same. 
His  birth  occurred  six  miles  east  of  Brownsville, 
Haywood  County,  Tenn.,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Ed- 
ward N.  Turner,  who  came  with  his  father,  Gerry 
Turner,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  to  Haywood 
County,  Tenn.,  at  an  early  date.  Here  Edward 
N.  Turner  chose,  for  his  life  companion,  Miss  Caro- 
line Cockrum,  the  mother  of  T.  E.  Turner.  The 
latter  remained  with  his  parents  until  nineteen 
! years  of  age,  and  received  a common- school  edu- 
cation. His  father,  being  one  of  the  wealthy  plant- 
ers, w’ished  to  give  his  son  an  excellent  education, 
but  the  latter  was  of  a different  mind,  and  was 
married  instead  to  Miss  Almeda  Barham,  of  Mc- 
Nairy  County,  Tenn.  Of  the  seven  interesting 
children  born  to  this  marriage  five  died  in  infan- 
cy, and  tw'o  are  now  living:  James  Lee  and  John 
Edward,  both  of  whom  are  living  on  Buffalo  Island, 
with  their  grandmother,  Mrs.  Barham.  In  188o 
Mrs.  Turner  was  riding:  in  a wagron  with  her 

O 

mother  and  brother,  the  latter  driving;  the  brother 
i was  accidentally  thrown  from  a spring  seat,  which 
so  frightened  the  spirited  team,  that  they  ran 
[ away,  throwing  Mrs.  Turner  and  her  mother  to 
j the  ground.  Mrs.  Turner  received  injuries  from 
1 which  she  died,  after  having  suffered  fourteen  days. 

^ The  boy  had  his  arm  broken,  and  iMrs.  Barham 
I received  injuries  from  which  she  will  never  re- 


cover. Mr.  Turner,  whose  standing  as  a success- 
ful planter  and  a much  esteemed  and  respected 
citizen,  is  well  established  in  the  coimty,  is  now 
principally  engaged  in  the  raising  of  cotton. 
He  has  rented  1 oO  acres  of  the  Cissell  place,  about 
six  miles  southwest  of  Osceola,  and  employs  from 
ten  to  twenty  hands.  In  a good  year  he  raises 
over  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and  at  an  expense 
of  about  86  to  the  acre.  He  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  H. , located  at  Osceola,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U-  W.  of  the  same  place. 

John  W.  Uzzell.  Among  the  many  estimable 
citizens  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  who  have 
passed  to  their  long  home,  but  who,  from  an  early 
day,  were  intimately  and  prominently  associated 
with  the  county’s  development,  the  name  of  John 
W.  Uzzell  can  not  be  omitted.  He  was  born  in 
Columbia,  Tenn.,  and  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and 
grandson  of  Thomas  Uzzell.  ivho  commanded 
a vessel  in  Gen.  Lafayette’s  fleet  when  coming  to 
the  succor  of  Gen.  Washing-ton  during:  the  Revolu- 
tionary  War.  After  that  war  Thomas  Uzzell  set- 
tled in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Va.,  where  he  se- 
cured a large  tract  of  land,  married,  and  became 
the  father  of  two  childi-en,  a son  and  a daughter. 
The  family  all  died  with  the  exception  of  Elisha, 
the  son,  wdio  inherited  the  property.  The  father 
had  emancipated  all  his  slaves  before  he  died,  and 
after  Elisha  came  into  possession  of  the  property 
he  sold  it.  and  moved  to  Columbia,  Tenn.,  where 
he  remained  until  1859.  He  then  went  to  live  with 
his  son,  John  W.  Uzzell.  in  Mississippi  County. 
Ark.,  and  died  there  in  1864  at  the  ag:e  of  eighty 
four  years.  John  W.  Uzzell  was  married  in  1859 
to  Miss  L.  T.  Evans,  daughter  of  George  H. 
Evans,  w-ho  was  the  nephew  of  Gen.  Tipton,  for 
whom  Tipton  County,  Tenn.,  was  named.  Jesse 
Evans,  father  of  George  H.  Evans,  came  in  the 
canebrakes  from  Tipton  County,  Tenn.,  to  Missis- 
sippi  County.  Ark.,  about  the  year  1841,  and 
brought  only  his  servants  with  him  at  that  time. 
He  opened  a small  tract  of  land  where  the  willow 
of  George  H.  Evans  now  lives,  and  there  died  in 
1844.  At  that  time  his  son,  George  H.  Evans,  who 
was 'living  in  Tipton  County,  Tenn.,  in  order  to 
hold  his  place,  moved  his  family  on  it.  while 
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be  went  to  Helena  to  prove  up,  which  he  did 
the  same  winter.  Mrs.  Uzzell,  whose  meuioiy  is 
very  good,  remembers  the  tirst  meeting  she  ever 
attended  in  the  neighborhood,  her  father  and  the 
preacher  being  the  only  men  in  the  congregation 
who  w'ore  coats,  all  the  rest,  and  there  was  a house 
full,  wearing  hunting  jackets,  and  all  carried  guns. 
Upon  entering  the  church  they  would  deposit 
their  guns  in  a corner  behind  the  preacher.  The 
men  also  carried  side-arms,  generally  knives,  and 
were  prepared  for  all  emergencies.  On  coming  to 
Arkansas  in  1844,  the  family  came  in  a barouche, 
and  on  the  trip  from  the  river  over  to  her  grand- 
father’s Mrs.  Uzzell  rememlHU’s  that  there  was  but 
one  opening  from  the  river  ferry  to  the  farm,  a 
distance  of  tv/elve  miles.  The  cane  on  each  side 
of  the  road  was  so  high  that  it  would  form  an  arch 
over  the  top  of  the  barouche.  In  1859  they  selected 
the  spot  where  Mrs.  Uzzell’ s house  now  stands  to 
erect  a building,  and  in  choosing  a spot  to  dig  the 
well,  which  they  wanted  a certain  distance  from 
the  road,  they  were  ol^liged  to  stand  Mrs.  Uzzell  in 
the  saddle  on  the  back  of  a gentle  horse  to  make 
an  object  for  her  father  to  go  by,  on  account  of  the 
cane.  The  place  is  now  one  of  the  pleasantest  and 
most  desirable  to  be  found  in  the  county,  and  the 
velvety  lawn  and  lirilliant  beds  of  dowers  attract 
the  eyes  of  all  beholders.  In  the  rear  of  this 
stands  the  large  double  log- house.  Back  of  the 
house  is  a large  cistern  which  will  hold  500  barrels, 
and  there  is  also  a good  well.  Mrs.  Uzzell  owns 
now',  with  her  family,  about  2,000  acres  of  land, 
with  about  llOO  acres  under  cultivation,  and  keeps 
about  ten  families  on  the  place.  They  raise  nearly 
three- fourths  of  a bale  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  al- 
though they  sometimes  run  more  than  a bale  to  the 
acre.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  3Irs.  Uzzell  were 
born  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
present.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in  iSS-t. 
He  was  a member  of  Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F.  A.  M. , 
of  Osceola,  Ark. 

George  Walker.  As  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected, mention  is  made  in  the  present  work  of 
many  citizens  of  IMissihsippi  County,  Ark.,  now 
prominent  in  their  different  callings,  who  were 
born  in  the  couritv,  and  whose  homes  have  alwavs 


been  here.  Mr.  Walker  is  one  of  these,  and  his 
experience  refers  to  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  county.  He  was  born  in  1850,  and  was  the 
fourth  in  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  John 
and  Sarah  Walker,  nee  Chadwick,  both  of  whom, 
with  their  parents,  w’ere  early  juoneers  of  this  por- 
tion of  Arkansas.  The  father  was  engaged  in  fur- 
trading with  the  Indians  during  the  primitive 
period  of  the  county's  history,  but  later  embarked 
in  cutting  and  selling  cord-wood,  which  enterprise 
he  continued  to  make  his  chief  calling  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  From  that  period 
until  1802  he  settled  on  a farm  in  Chickasawba 
Township,  which  place  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  his  death,  in  1875.  George  Walker  has 
given  farming  his  time  and  attention  from  earlv 
boyhood,  and  in  this  work  has  met  with  substan- 
tial results.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  made 
w'hen  twenty-one  vears  of  age,  and  comprised  a 
tract  of  thirty-four  acres,  one  mile  west  of  Blythes- 
ville;  but  in  1881  he  made  a purchase  of  forty 
acres,  about  the  same  distance  east  of  the  town. 
His  home  property  is  well  improved  with  excellent 
buildings  (his  residence  being  erected  in  1885),  or- 
chards, etc.,  and  during  all  these  years,  in  addi- 
tion to  managing  his  land,  he  has  been  in  the  tim- 
ber business,  rafting  this  product  down  the  river, 
which  business  he  is  now  engaged  in.  Helen,  a 
daughter  of  William  Buckner,  an  old  pioneer  of 
the  county,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Walker  when 
he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  but  only 
lived  about  one  year  after  marriage,  giving  birth 
to  a son,  James  B.,  now  aged  sixteen.  His  second 
marriage  took  place  in  1870,  and  was  to  Miss 
Emma  Thompson,  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  a 
daughter  of  William  Thompson,  also  a pioneer  of 
the  county,  w'ho  was  killed  during  the  late  war,  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Mr.  Walker  is  a member  of 
Chickasawfia  Loilge  No.  1J4,  of  the  F.  A A.  iM.. 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  an  inter- 
esting little  family  of  three  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Cora.  Charles  and  Sarah. 

Luther  Walker  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  pros 
perous  agriculturists  of  this  region,  where  he  was 
born  in  1855.  His  grandfather.  Hardiman  Walk 
er,  was  one  of  the  early  pioiu'ers  of  Missouri,  and 
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was  residing  near  Cotton  Plant,  in  that  State,  dur- 
ing the  earthquakes  ot  1811.  His  son,  John 
Walker,  was  horn  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  at 
the  age  of  about  fifteen  years  .began  to  hunt  and 
trap  in  the  woods  of  IMissouri,  and  until  about  twen- 
ty-hve  years  of  age.  followed  this  occupation  for 
his  father,  having  under  his  management  several 
Indians,  who  were  expert  trappers  and  hunters. 
At  the  above  mentioned  age,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Chadwick,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
moved  to  Hickman  Bend,  where  he  settled  on  some 
land  and  began  farming  in  a limited  way,  being 
also  engaged  in  operating  a wood-yard  until  1S61, 
at  which  date  he  removed  to  Chickasawba  To\vn- 
ship,  and  bought  160  acres  near  where  Blythes- 
ville  is  now  situated.  On  this  tract  he  made  some 
valuable  improvements,  in  the  way  of  buildings,  and 
here  resided  until  his  death,  in  1870,  his  wife  hav- 
ing died  in  I860.  They  v/ere  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  Luther  is  the  fifth,  and  after  his 
father’s  removal  to  Chickasawba  Township,  he 
went  to  Illinois,  and  made  his  home  with  an  uncle 
for  ten  years.  During  this  period  his  time  was 
employed  in  assisting  at  farm  labor,  and  in  attend- 
inor  school;  he  also  traveled  some  throucrh  Iowa 
and  Minnesota,  with  his  relatives,  but  upon  the 
settlement  of  his  uncle  in  Northwest  Missouri,  he 
returned  to  his  father’s  home  in  Arkansas,  and  the 
same  year  made  a crop  on  his  father's  plantation. 
The  next  year  he  came  down  the  river  and  rented 
land  above  Barfield,  on  which  he  lived  until  1882. 
then  went  to  Blythesville  and  purchased  a lot,  and 
built  a house  in  the  village.  In  1883  he  purchased 
a tract  of  land  comprising  sixty-six  acres,  on  which 
he  cleared  fifteen  acres  and  resided  until  three 
years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  Bar- 
field.  He  now  has  320  acres,  with  100  under  cul- 
tivation, which  will  yield  a bale  of  cotton  to  the 
j acre.  The  dwelling  house  is  in  excellent  condi- 
j tion,  and  near  it  is  a tine  apple  and  peach  orchai’d. 
j His  marriage  to  Miss  Bell  Buckner  was  celel)rated 
in  187-1,  l)ut  she  died  the  following  year,  and  in 
1878,  he  wedded  Kittie  Buckner,  a sister  of  his  first 
wife,  and  a daughter  of  Bill  Buckner,  an  old  pio- 
neer of  this  section.  The  last  union  has  resulted 
in  tlie  birth  of  four  children;  Billie,  Maud.  Lizzie, 
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and  Berde  Jesamine.  ^Ir.  Walker  has  always 
been  a [latron  of  education,  and  is  now  serving  ,as 
school  director. 

7Villiara  W.  Ward,  an  extensive  stock  raiser 
and  farmer,  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1830.  He 
was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  five  children,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  L.  Ward,  of  Kentucky,  who 
first  settled  in  Tennessee,  and  in  1831  moved  to 
^Mississippi  County.  Ark.,  where  he  started  a large 
wood-yard  and  cultivated  a farm.  The  father, 
meeting:  with  g:ood  success  and  making:  a gfreat 
many  improvements  on  his  farm,  after  a few  years' 
residence  sent  for  his  family,  and  proceeded  to 
make  their  future  home  in  this  county.  His  farm 
in  Canadian  Township  was.  at  that  time,  one  of 
the  finest  on  the  river,  and  he  resided  on  this 
place  until  his  death,  in  1851,  his  estimable  wife 
following:  him  in  the  year  1881.  at  the  agre  of 
eighty-two  years.  William  W.  Ward  attended 
Parker’s  Academy  at  Richmond,  Ohio,  in  his 
youthful  days,  which  was  then  one  of  the  best  in- 
stitutions of  learning  in  Ohio,  accessible  to  both 
sexes,  and  where  Mr.  Ward's  two  sisters  were  also 
educated.  After  the  father’s  death  he  took  charge 
of  the  farm,  which  he  has  ojierated  ever  since,  and 
may  be  called  a general  farmer,  as  he  aims  to  pro- 
duce a variety  of  crops,  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  that  desire.  In  addition  to  his  farm,  which 
consists  of  sixty  acres  under  a fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, he  also  deals  in  stock,  and  owns  a herd  of 
fine  cattle  and  hogs.  At  one  time  the  river 
threatened  to  absorb  a good  portion  of  his  farm. 
Imt  at  present  it  has  changed,  and  is  filling  and 
adding  a number  of  acres  to  the  place  instead. 
The  elder  7\’ard  during  his  life  was  an  active  man 
in  politics  and  a brilliant  speaker.  He  was  several 
times  elected  and  held  various  oifices  in  this 
county,  being  at  ditferent  periods  justice  of  the 
peace,  county  judge  and  representative,  but  his 
son  William  does  not  seem  to  follow  his  father's 
footsteps  in  that  direction,  and  takes  little  interest 
in  politics,  although  at  one  time  hr*  served  a*s  mag- 
istrate in  his  county.  He  is  alive  to  the  intmests 
of  i\Iississip{)i  County,  and  is  active  in  promoting 
its  welfare  by  enterprise  and  good  citizenship. 

W.  P.  West.  This  name  carries  with  it  an 
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essence  of  fortitude  and  courage,  and  the  owner 
of  it  is  a man  who  has  gone  through  the  dangers 
of  war  and  the  vexations  of  after-life,  and  come 
out  triumphant  at  the  end.  He  is  a planter  near 
Pecan  Point,  and  was  born  in  1839  at  Selma,  Ala. 
He  was  the  oldest  child  born  to  John  and  Louisa 
(McLean)  IV'est,  the  father  being  a well  known 
planter  and  merchant  in  Alabama,  and  the  grand- 
father one  of  the  pioneers  of  Dallas  County, 
Ala.  Mr.  West  remained  at  home  and  attended 
school  until  his  twentieth  year.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate  army  and 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fourth  Infantry,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  Virginia.  At  Manassas  his 
regiment  had  the  honor  of  supporting  Gen.  Jack- 
son,  when  the  remark  was  made  that  gave  that  gen- 
eral the  soubriquet  of  ‘ ‘ Stone wnill,  ’ ’ and  made  him 
famous  in  history,  namely:  “There  stands  Jack- 

son  and  the  Virginians  like  a stone  wall.”  Mr. 
West  was  badly  wounded  at  this  battle,  and 
unable  to  fight  any  longer.  Consequently  he  was 
discharged  and  returned  home  to  recover.  In 
October  of  the  same  year  he  re-enlisted,  becoming 
a member  of  Company  E,  Seventeenth  Alabama 
Regiment,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Western  army 
under  Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston.  He  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  was  again  severely 
wounded  and  sent  home  to  recuperate,  but  though 
on  the  brink  of  death  in  two  instances,  it  did  not 
dampen  his  ardor  for  battle  in  the  least,  and  he 
joined  the  army  a third  time,  entering  into  the 
ranks  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  Battalion  as  a 
lieutenant  of  cavalry,  and  taking  part  in  the  battles 
of  Resaca,  Ga.,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  New  Hope 
Church,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Jonesboro,  and  in 
an  almost  innumerable  number  of  minor  engage- 
ments. His  bravery  won  for  him  the  rank  of 
adjutant-general  of  his  l>rigade,  and  at  the  cessa- 
tion of  war  he  was  surrendered  by  Gen.  Lee  at 
Columbia,  S.  C.  After  peace  had  been  estab- 
lished he  returned  to  his  home  in  Autauga  County, 
Ala.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  planting  and  farm- 
ing for  five  years.  On  the  IJth  of  April.  1801,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Bettie  Zeigler,  who  died  in 
1865,  and  left  one  son,  William  McLean,  now  a 
contractor  on  the  Georgia  Pacific  Railroad.  His 


! second  wife  was  Miss  Laura  Hoffman,  of  Alabama, 

! whom  he  married  on  the  11th  of  October,  1868, 

: but  after  a short  and  happy  married  life  of  nine 
months  this  lady  died.  In  1860  Mr.  West  moved 
to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  settled  on  the 
Yazoo  River,  where  he  met  and  was  married  to  Miss 
I Matilda  Booth,  of  Mississippi,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Booth,  who  built  the  first  frame  house  on  the 
Yazoo  River  above  Yazoo  City.  Mr.  Booth  wms 
also  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Mississippi  Central 
Railroad,  and  after  its  completion  was  for  several 
years  a director  of  that  road,  and  one  of  the  must  pop- 
ular railroad  men  in  the  South.  He  held  the  office 
of  sheriff'  of  Carroll  County  a number  of  terms,  and 
was  also  representative  from  that  county,  and  later 
on  State  senator.  Mr.  Booth  came  originally  from 
New  York  State  to  Mississippi,  in  1818,  and  was  | 
i one  of  its  most  influential  and  valued  citizens  for  , 

I many  years.  Capt.  West  left  the  Yazoo  River  in 
1880,  and  moved  to  Coahoma  County,  where  he 
I bought  a plantation  of  1,800  acres,  and  placed  350  j 
i acres  under  cultivation,  besides  making  a great  many 
improvements.  In  1886  he  sold  out  his  place  and  | 
came  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark. , settling  at  Pecan 
Point,  where  he  farmed  on  rented  land  for  one 
: year,  and  then  moved  to  Phillips  County.  After  a 
short  residence  in  the  latter  place,  he  returned  to 
this  county  and  bought  600  acres  of  land,  which 
he  is  now  clearing,  and  expects  to  have  500  acres 
: under  cultivation  next  year.  The  Captain  is  very  | 
striking  in  appearance,  and  would  not  fail  to  be 
i noticed  in  any  company.  He  is  six  feet  tall,  hearty 
and  robust,  and  carries  wdth  him  that  courteou.-^, 

' pleasing  address,  that  is  always  evident  in  the  true 
! Southern  gentleman.  He  has  not  escaped  his  full 
share  of  misfortune,  and  on  one  occasion  he  was 
almost  ruined  by  the  Yazoo  River  floods,  being 
compelled  to  sell  a fine  plantation  in  Le  Flore  ■ 
County,  Miss.,  in  order  to  obtain  a fresh  start. 
But  he  possesses  that  spirit  of  enterprise  and  an 
indomitable  will  that  are  steadily  overcoming  all 
obstacles,  and  carving  a fortune  out  of  the  green 
woods  of  Mississippi  County.  Capt.  West  has  but 
recently  purchased  his  land,  but  on  every  side 
I men  are  at  work  clearing  away  the  timber,  anil 
; erecting  buildings  for  the  crop  of  1890.  He  will 
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erect  a tine  dwelling  for  himself  on  an  elevated 
site  near  the  river  bank,  with  a grove  of  noble  trees 
to  make  a natural  park,  and  expects  to  have  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  homes  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  His  present  crop  of  300  acres  of  cotton 
has  been  well  cultivated,  and  shows  the  watchful 
eye  of  a man  who  has  made  cotton-planting  the 
business  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M'est  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  three  of  them  having 
died  in  infancy:  Henry,  Minnie  and  Robert;  and 

those  still  living  are  Ludie,  Ida,  Robert  and  Mary. 
He  has  an  interesting  family,  in  which  he  takes 
great  pride,  and  w’ants  nothing  to  complete  his  hap- 
! piness,  unless  it  is  to  have  his  two  daughters,  who 
! are  attending  school  in  Kentucky,  by  his  side  at 
1 home.  Capt.  We.st  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  O., 

I and  Mrs.  West,  a devout  Christian  lady,  attends 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

O.  S.  Wigley,  who  stands  in  the  front  rank  of 
! Mississippi  County's  prominent  farmers,  wuis  born 
at  Atlanta,  Ga. , in  1847.  His  parents  were  George 
W.  and  Mahala  (Kyle)  Wigley,  of  that  State, where 
the  mother  died  in  1854.  The  father  married 
again,  in  1856,  and  in  1859  moved  to  the  State  of 
I Arkansas,  settling  in  what  is  now  Cross  County. 

! He  began  farming  in  this  locality  until  1865,  when 
! he  moved  to  Mississippi  Coimty,  and  remained 
I there  until  his  death,  in  1872.  George  W.  Wigley 
j attained  a high  degree  of  popularity  wherever  he 
! made  his  home,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
I one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  Mississippi 
i County.  O.  S.  W igley  remained  at  home  until 
I the  first  outbreak  of  war,  and  as  the  tales  of  battle 
! came  to  his  home,  his  bosom  w'as  tired  with  the 
i ambitions  and  longings  indulged  in  by  every  true 
! soldier.  He  enlisted  in  Dobbin's  regiment,  and 
! took  part  in  many  a hot  skirmish  and  gallant  , 
charge,  and  also  accompanied  Gen.  Price  in  his 
■ noted  raids  through  iMissouri.  He  can  relate  many 
: an  incident  of  these  dark  and  bloody  times,  which 

thrills  the  ears  of  his  listeners,  and  w’ould  till  a vol- 
ume. Mr.  Wigley  returned  to  Arkansas  with  Gen. 

I Fagin,  and  surrendered  in  April,  1865.  He  then 
I went  home,  and  joined  his  father  in  moving  to 
Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  for  awhile  was  en- 
gaged with  him  in  farming.  In  1869  h<‘  was  mar 


ried  to  Miss  Savanah  Bennett,  of  Tennessee,  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  B.  F.  Bennett,  a prominent 
planter  and  merchant,  who  met  his  death  from 
being  kicked  by  a savage  horse.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Wigley  w'as  retained  by  his  father- in -law’  as 
overseer,  and  remained  w’ith  him  in  that  capacity 
for  eight  years.  He  then  rented  land  and  farmeii 
for  five  years,  after  which  he  bought  a farm  near 
Pecan  Point,  and  after  improving  it,  sold  the  laud 
to  R.  W.  Friend.  In  1886  he  moved  to  his  pres- 
ent residence,  w’here  he  farms  some  170  acres, 
and  this  year  has  had  about  135  acres  in  crops. 
Mr.  Wigley  farms  on  purely  scientific  principles; 
he  makes  a study  of  it,  and  the  crops  he  produces 
are  among  the  finest  in  Mississippi  County.  He 
is  also  engaged,  quite  extensively,  in  stock  raising, 
and  has  made  a success  of  that  business  by  prop- 
erly feeding  his  stock,  and  taking  good  care  of  them. 
To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Wigley  were  born 
seven  children:  Florida  Ann  (wife  of  Charles 

Bell),  Mamie  Frances  (wife  of  Johnson  St.  Clair), 
Georgie  Franklin,  Walter  (who  died  in  infancy), 
as  did  Oliver  and  two  others,  unnamed  before  their 
deaths.  Mr.  Wigley  has  lately  joined  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always  held  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

John  W.  Williams,  the  son  of  William  Will- 
iams and  Sallie  Philips,  was  bo7-n  in  the  county 
of  Davidson  and  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the  year 
1821.  He  immigrated  to,  and  settled  in.  rhe  good 
County  of  Mississippi,  State  of  Arkansas,  in  1849, 
subsequently  being  married  to  Anna  Fletcher,  eld- 
est daughter  of  Elliott  H.  Fletcher  and  Frances 
Hickman,  in  the  year  1858.  By  this  marriage, 
and  at  this  time  of  writing,  there  are  three  living 
children:  Susan  F. , Elliot  and  Sallie  P.  He  now 
resides  on  his  farm,  one  mile' above  Elmot,  front- 
ing on  the  Mississippi  River. 

James  H.  Williams.  The  entire  life  of  Mr. 
Williams  has  been  one  unmarked  by  any  unusual 
occurrence  outside  of  the  chosen  channels  to  which 
he  has  so  diligently  and  attentively  given  his  time 
and  attention.  A nativ(>  of  the  State  of  TennesstM' 
(born  near  Nashville  in  1826),  he  has  giv(>n  his  at- 
tention to  tilling  the  soil,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  ac(juired  his  present  t>state  denotes  him  to 
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be  an  euercfetic,  successful  agrriculturist.  His  early 
scholastic  advantages  were  receive<l  in  his  native 
State,  and,  after  attending  the  common  schools,  he 
entered  a college  in  that  State,  which  he  attended 
I until  twenty  years  of  age,  after  which  he  engaged 
I in  the  lumber  business  in  the  city  of  Nashville. 

; His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  E.  Finley,  of 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  whom  he  married  in  1847,  she 
being  a sister  of  Jesse  J.  Finley,  a United  States 
senator  from  Florida.  After  makirig  several  an- 
nual trips  to  Mi.ssissippi  County,  Ark. . he  settled 
here  in  1849,  and  on  the  first  of  January  of  the 
following  year  he  took  possession  of  a fine  tract  of 
land,  comprising  480  acres,  situated  about  four 
and  a half  miles  north  of  Osceola.  It  was  at  that 
time  covered  by  a dense  canebrake,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  twenty  acres  which  were  cleared,  and 
here  Mr.  Williams  entered  actively  upon  his  work, 
and  his  career  since  that  time  has  been  marked  by 
industry  and  strict  attention  to  his  calling.  He 
has  160  acres  under  cultivation,  and  in  addition  to 
this  property  has  160  acres  of  cleared  land  on  Big 
Lake.  In  1880  he  erected  a fine  residence  on  his 
estate,  which  is  now  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes 
in  this  section  of  the  country:  and  everything 
about  his  home  indicates  the  enterprise  and  thrift 
which  have  ever  characterized  his  efforts.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  development 
and  improvement  of  Mississippi  County,  and  has 
also  been  quite  an  active  politician.  In  1856  he 
was  chosen  justice  of  his  township,  and  in  1876 
was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the  State 
legislature,  having  filled,  since  completing  his 
term  of  service,  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Williams’  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1858,  leaving  a family  of  four  children: 
William  F.,  married  to  Miss  Kizer;  Sallie.  wife  of 
N.  G.  Cartwright,  of  Osceola;  Alice,  wife  of  F.  M. 
Moseley,  of  Blythesville,  and  Katie,  wife  of  Ben. 
H.  Bacchus,  a druggist  of  O.sceola.  In  1861  Mr. 
Williams  married  his  second  wife,  Miss  Nellie 
Heath,  of  Illinois,  who  died  in  1872,  leaving  four 
children;  Edward  H. , who  is  married  to  a Miss 
Dunn,  of  Florida,  and  is  a merchant  of  Elmot; 
Henry  E. , who  is  superintendent  of  Goodrich  Iron 
M’orks,  belonging  to  James  C.  Warner;  Zerlena 
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M'.  and  Maggie.  Miss  Marv  Duiikle,  of  5Iissouri. 
became  Mr.  4Villiams’  third  wife,  but  died  the 
third  year  of  her  marriage.  He  wedded  his  pres- 
ent wife  in  1882,  she  being  a 5Irs.  Sarali  A.  Duii- 
navant,  nee  Alexander,  of  Crockett  County,  Tenn., 
widow  of  Leonard  Dunnavant.  5[rs.  4\'illiams  was 
the  mother  of  three  children  by  her  first  marriage, 
who  are  as  follows:  Robert,  a pilot  on  the  51issis- 
sippi  River;  Reid  and  Lillie,  all  of  whom  make 
their  home  with  Mr.  Williams.  His  wife  belongs 
to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he 
to  the  Presbyterian.  He  is  also  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F.  A A.  M.,  of  Osceola.  He 
w'as  the  seventh  of  a family  of  children  born  to 
Josiah  F.  and  Margaret  fPhillips)  Williams,  the 
former  a planter  of  Tennessee,  who  purchased,  in 
1837.  a large  tract  of  land  m the  southern  part  of 
Mississippi  County,  Ark. , which  he  conducted  for 
about  eight  vears.  then  selling  out  to  Mr.  Lanier 
in  1843.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josiah  F.  Williams  were 
very  fortunate  in  the  growing  up  of  their  children, 
twelve  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
The  three  eldest  daughters  marrietl  Ewings  (three 
brothers),  prominent  men.  The  fourth  daughter 
married  Dr.  Henry  Whitaker;  the  fifth  married 
Mr.  I.  C.  Warner,  the  great  “Iron  King  of  the 
South;’’  the  sixth  married  Mr.  John  A.  Dunkin, 
a wholesale  merchant,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. : the 
seventh  married  Dr.  Kennedy,  of  Chattanooga. 
One  granddaughter  married  Mr.  Henrv  Watterson, 
editor  of  the  Courier- Journal,  of  Louisville.  The 
sons  were  all  good  men,  and  married  well.  Mrs. 
Williams  died  near  Nashville,  in  the  year  1845. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Williams  died  at  the  same  place,  in  the 
year  1852,  having  been  a great  sufferer  for  five 
years  with  cancer  in  his  eye.  He  left  a noble 
record  for  his  family. 

Edward  H.  Williams.  He  whose  name  heads 
this  brief  sketch  is  one  of  Mississippi  County's 
most  active  and  enterprising  business  men.  alive 
to  all  current  topics,  and  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive in  all  matters  tending  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity. He  was  born  iiear  Elmot,  in  1859,  his 
parents  being  James  H.  and  Nellie  (Heath)  Will- 
iams (for  whos<'  history  see  sketch  of  James  H. 
Williams].  As  Edward  grew  toward  youth  ami 


J.  /I  li  K 10 


J 

li 


' t ' <l'(..:i'  t r,.-U  ' . V* 

, ■ • -.(I//  f)M  r .-jK  i!»uisvkI 

• ,..i!  ■ ■/  iH  .;j;i . jrtin  •’."it  '!o. ’inny  i;  lii'll 
I < ’ ' >,  r fit  4.15 

.'  ii  ri''  ' ' j'ri'x >10  I0  A ituf.vsfl 

:i  />■  .<>]r  . t(, I, U.rl 

I •■',!  •/ J '■>•>, I'iJ  Jo>  iS'-'ii'L.'!  Mlj 

-ix.i-i  I/*,  >.a)  ijo  ti'  c (tiM.loU  :.  Ki’iKitt  f’-tK  i>ftw 

ur,  5v  n<i  .'itJiitT  l)fi>:.,f)i‘vn  ";'P' 

y_.  ;.  I •!  -,‘t  I f(  ••tllfV/  .-J’/  Jii'f  ‘»^>4  ti-  .1 

iliiii/l'J  t-  f"’i/iti'ji>iA''oO  »iU  "• 

; I-. r.  a'.'.,  iiH  .•> 

rf 


I'fto  3 


;-UJ. 

r 

..I.’  ■’ 
■ 11  /•■  ■ 


,K  ,‘4i  ’)•«  ..i/;.  /.  V,  i.A 

""mMiiI  ' lo  vl'irv?  .(■ffrWf.v  .-ii  I 

■ t4  iiti’ !•  yi"  jy:;:, ^'O’K  .1  i’ ‘ 

i;0/  V*  ’’V H ''' J > 

- '■  I'l-.;!  i.  ' 


1"  4’liV'j-  (I 

•Ki't  ''..I 

>•.1,;,.^  .-iU  ; 

• Wfirii.I.  ii.'i 


i 


Kill  III  T . •i.Jt'»lod9« 

'id  ,*dui,yA'^  ij- '/Wivio'i  i'iJi  );»iiifHit.<  10'  .biin  ,«}n)8 
vk.l  ii-jidu  .'•?'<*  ii  fwioJiio 

I >d  dwd'-''  liJdu 

’i"  ’{ti:.'  'dt  ii  r'-'-yi'^od  r.nfvOiif  oclit  fii' 
1 • '!  vhi  iici'il  !iw  wM 

oiN  ,U  ' C .1:  li'iniw  af  ‘ ti  if- Miff 

■■■  tn.if":  v .1  to  )‘it>i« 

, .■  •'iivy.  i‘;)TA  moit  triJiioo* 

'.ft  ,41 A .yt-r-ytiO  iqtrryi^if^jK  ><l  Umi 

a!l  to  7'iuiVf’i'^  3"  odt  ii‘-  i»an  A’ld*  ui  9i9d 
lo  t w ii'>r^i^'.-y-;o<i  liuf.l  d 

Wo\  V-’JI/Jlis 

?«tl4  t>>  «(>/<  .ft.U/  ' ‘.-0  'io  litiMa  MlUn  tfnd  n I)1M« 
■ Zh  'jd^  ciit'Zf  (4  omlJ 

iinft  lOiov.-  li’jiiJvf  t<)  ifoiiq'to 


/-■■av/ 

■ fioJi-J'  rlfi 


’htii 


Is.  i]i;  ^^uv'>oi;’^ '■'ii.i  ta 
0:-^j\Uj‘'-"U<\v  !\i;(:.  tip,u  14 <'‘>'‘3  ' " 

M l n .-,T  J'.Diriiiut  ■,'il:.."’i>iX; 


I'l 

.{(O'ly  aid  ftoqw  -fWn 

bbjio  M.ioiii, 

y.i !, 

‘■•alfBat  tiood  m-.d 

lit  ul 

.yo.lU''>  f-'M,/'' 

lao.i'tiot  v'W 

Ct 

’•itifibt:  ni  bij«i  ,r.- 

< ",  ; . ' V7  ' 

•1  Liuti  taiVfev'i'i' ' 

■ In  K-.i'id't  •:.dT 

(dri  1 

u-.t  o-.(rabK»%;.{«»if 

■ 8i({  Bajt 

':  ( l.  - •/ t,',rtOi»Xli 
i=£0  wioft  M nod 


■I 


Mi'.',  I :/ 


i.,5  o.ri 

L . 

■','■  'OT 

■ ■rri'iiiri'!  ,[ 

V’"£i  Joi'X 

."(■^  . ‘K 

i.iati.'! 

7/  V 

'uiyH 

. i.a 

(;•  fi 

00'!  f ' 

irtfiT;.. 

.|({  , ' 

!-.i/ia 

.7/ 

; ' .1  aV 

:a.;ii-  :1 

' V '■ ; 

t'lEiil 

tiil/i'S 

■uil 

‘:i  i 1 J4' . . 

A id 

’ -rl.-'l 

[i'll  ';jl 

■-orwi'-/’  n 

|»X  ‘ j f.ftJ  -'JI  -odaJ 

>.  •mod  tu’.oiirif^aiidq  nJh  io  *»o-i  •.•■;oa  w ' 

'ji'. ?dJv  (' ■’  I £?f*J  : /'(Jsi)i'  Mii!  Hi'  (joi-’o-iS  ijidl  ni  ; 
tlrtiO  f I'R o/(i ‘•/tlfi'iit'i'f  aid  leads  " 
Hud  *.  K >f-d  f-  'VMoi&nntd^  •'  ■•-‘.d  d'udw  ^ 


.,„.T 

\ 'I  h'(iO  ' i .yL‘-iiT.'T'' it  .t'O  J.Mrntiu 
.iK.'-ia.i  ■;  »7  •■•i'.tiH  .-iVl  I'-'-.ivf.'td'-'  >-  ' > 


■>-a\ 

-I.U 


• 1;; 


"I'l  ■ 


.Uo'W  li-  ’■  ' 
iii-'V  '♦d.i  ■ 

' I ii 
’ (♦' 

oH 


^i. 


ill  .-iru'iii'  l>  'onfJi.O  '>iij  3'j 
' ’i/iy.  . I ■'-  'Ut  ' 'I'tVi'  *"'1'' 

; .etllrj (01.77  '1  ■ (4  iioHi  .vuiaiv'"/'/' 

•>i.n  4"  b.:^)  ■s','.'..-.  ‘ ''  -’i  t-  -i W 
r I". 'lit  it.'i  ■_ 

.o.  ■)  aid  pi  i-ioiiv'i  iiJi'is  ■'riR.''.T, 
.'{iiiiirtt  c?id  ’nO  fkioii'JT 

.•li/f.d  mn  ir.oiiv/  oH  ne  .ill:  //  H fyir.77l'.d 
'"'iiwoO  to  ii'i'  !<i  do't ••C.Li^tyi'id  .tjijit 

j({is  ..I’tas  >^fiihii' jwliJa  fens  *7ytla« 

. _.  J .-  yilstoq  fimi  ,poiooi  iflanuo 

• ’It  M HJ  'mfsa.,’1'^ 

J.  .f*i^.?'-r  I"  .iOCT.lVl.  ti'i,'.!  ,li  ‘ '■‘O  *^4  ' .'/ijfirtai 

•Hi 7/  UM-.-iO  lilla-f'  i.ifa-  ii  Jiiti -d  ?tn'.-iiiq 

ti  4'ifii  I'l  il-'t'iyi'  '"■>'>>1  '/|»oteid  oKtd//  -TYitJ  ■ejuji; 


iiiMtilycHfhiV't’f  ydiS  >d  1 'dfii  tIR’''flP}l'Ri  h'/«V/l« 

it  ji  .iai-’doq  oviinft  iij» 'vi.rip  /rwd.,Oftfs 

'>1 


■).  , ,/:l 

OTf'i  .u' im::  ,q'nkis'f'<.}  -id  1"  '‘oi.frcj  ofyufirfa' g-jm 

i. n*!'''  mI)  (li  vioyK')')  Slid  tii-  '"'iq-'p  ci  Lolnolo  wrAf 
(sifl  \ •iX'oIqo’'<>o  •'O/ifs  Einllft 

i-ir  V .>*^'f;ifi  I'lO.ii--  'to  K*/oin«'  -idl  io  tui'ii 

n?f  Ttii,jk(!i7/’  .tl''  V4S’iq  »rfi  to  orjllair^  - 
: A'ni.'tdi  f lii  s<lH  euU 

iv  vtiA-  -ii'i  ot  rj^mpirr  'i>r  cnailliTf 

V.  i I0  ote/y  ,9'diA  t(4  .O  M 

\UM-d  .•-ihirH  i oi  ,«iHi-y.’  iftJtia  lo  .italMSolf 

,iU  iMt  hT  .Jmoc'.’  I'l  .t  a lb  f,  H 

'litioK  eiiiM  .dm  aid  • onisiii  iktnsiHiW 

iiitit  .S:'r?T  Ofiiiv  to  ,dj«oil  '' 

satiC  fl'o)  oii^  i'M:  b-tSviflta'v-aO/i^lJy 

j. Xi'ixKiT  to  Jp«d:r'-o;ii  « --.t  bnfl  .shitol'l 'to  ,mie<I  . 
OutI  tlpni>ota^X  to  IfJy^biifilxirJsxJfrfc  rti  Ctdff  ,.3 


ban  !j.,.v  l,ji\fffJ  ■ffMr;;;  Lnf'/f!  d .[^U3iiilii7r'  .>4tn«Y7  .0  aotenb  o4  'jfiijjaolHd  ■ 


' -5~ 


MISSISSIPPI  COPNTY. 


5(57 


c!irlv  ruauhood  he  attended  school  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  home,  and  worked  on  the  farm 
for  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old,  at  which  time  he  engaged  as  a clerk  for 
A.  Goodrich  of  Osceola,  with  whom  he  remained 
one  year.  After  renting  and  tilling  his  father’s 
farm  for  two  years,  h('  started  from  home  with  the 
intention  of  going  to  Florida,  but  stopped  in  Ala- 
bama, and  attended  school  at  Florence  for  some  six 
months,  after  which  he  concluded  that  his  native 
State  was  good  enough  to  suit  him,  so  he  returned 
and  went  into  business  with  D.  T.  Waller,  which 
partnership  was  dissolved  at  the  end  of  twenty 
mouths,  Mr.  Waller  purchasing  his  interest.  He 
then  bought  outiN.  W.  Goodrich,  and  for  two  years 
was  associated  with  A.  Goodrich  purchasing  his 
partner’s  interest  at  the  end  of  that  time;  he  has 
conducted  affairs  in  a very  satisfactory"  mtinner, 
proving  himself  to  be  a man  of  rare  business  ability 
and  efficiency.  He  keeps  an  excellent  assortment  of 
general  merchandise,  his  stock  being  valued  at  about 
$-4, 0(^0,  and  has  won  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  first  business  men  in  Mississippi  County. 
He  is  enterprising  and  energetic,  studying  largely 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  fully  justifies  the 
confidence  and  esteem  which  are  bestowed  upon  him. 
In  connection  with  his  mercantile  interests  he  is 
managing  his  father's  farm,  growing  cotton,  and 
has  been  postmaster  at  Elmot  since  5Iay.  1885. 
His  estimable  wife  was  formerly  Miss  IMaude  Dunn, 
of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1885.  and  by  her  be  has  one  child, 
Edw’ard  James.  Mrs.  Williams  is  connected  with 
the  Catholic  Church. 

William  F.  Williams  is  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Mississippi 
County,  Ark.,  and  is  a man  whose  life  has  been  an 
active  one.  and  not  without  the  substantial  rewards 
of  success.  His  grandfather.  Josiah  Williams,  was 
a resident  of  Nashville,  and  a man  of  enterprise 
and  discretion.  He  bi'came  an  extensive  landholder 
in  Missi.ssippi  County,  purchasing  his  jiroperty  at 
what  was  then  known  as  Social  Bend,  about  the 
year  1835.  which  property  was  managed  by  his 
sons,  James  H.  and  his  brothers,  who  were  then 
young  men,  the  plact>  being  wc'il  stocked  with 


slaves.  About  1850,  James  H.  Williams  purchased 
a farm  near  Elmot,  above  Osceola,  and  with  the 
help  of  his  slaves,  he  opened  up  about  200  acres, 
and  on  this  farm  he  is  still  residing.  William  F. 
Williams  was  the  eldest  of  eight  children  born  to 
his  parents,  and  received  some  educational  ad- 
vantage's in  the  schools  of  Osceola.  After  reaching 
manhood,  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  Miss  Christina  Kieser.  a daughter  of  F. 
W.,  and  granddaughter  of  John  Kieser.  who  came 
from  Germany  to  the  United  States  in  1831,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  wife  and  two  children,  F.  W. 
Kieser  being  the  only  one  of  the  latter  that  is  liv- 
ing. The  grandfather  is  still  living,  at  the  ad- 
vanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  and  divides  his 
time  about  equally  betwmen  Kentucky  and  Osceola, 
Ark.  F.  W.  Kieser  is  also  living,  in  Kentucky. 
M'illiam  F.  Williams,  after  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred in  1875,  moved  onto  his  father  in-law’s 
place,  which  adjoins  Osceola,  and  is  now  manag- 
ing fiOO  acres  of  land.  He  pays  an  annual  rental 
of  83,000  for  his  land,  and  his  principal  crops  are 
cotton  and  corn,  the  yield  of  the  former  being 
about  three-quarters  to  one  bale,  or'forty  bushels 
of  corn,  to  the  acre.  There  is  nothing  that  he  has 
ever  tried  to  make  grow  on  his  land  that  has  not 
thrived,  whether  grain  or  fruit.  He  is  also  en- 
gaged in  stock  dealing,  and  thinks  the  farmers  of 
this  region  have  thoroughly  awakened  to  the  fact 
that  it  pays  to  raise  a good  grade  of  stock.  The 
mules  of  Mississippi  County  are  becoming  espe- 
cially noted;  Mr.  Williams  has  also  some  Holstein 
cattle,  which  he  considers  a better  breed  for 
this  region  than  any  other.  He  has  a fine  male 
animal,  which  was  imported  from  Holland,  and  al- 
though but  two  years  old,  weighs  1,21S  pounds. 
His  hogs  are  of  the  Berkshire  breed,  brought  from 
Kentucky,  and  are  very  fine.  He  keeps  a few 
sheep,  which  he  finds  fairly  profitable,  but  thinks 
the  country  here  too  level  for  them  to  thrive  well. 
Mr.  Williams  has  acted  as  school  director  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  from  his  own  observations 
has  seen  a decided  improvement  in  the  .standard 
of  schools  since  the  year  1870.  and  conseipiently  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  people  of  this  section. 
The  education  of  his  thret*  childiam.  May,  Fred 
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and  -Tames,  is  being  attended  to  by  their  mother, 
who  is  a lady  of  culture  and.  retineineut,  and  wnis 
educated  at  Cape  Girardeau.  Mo.,  and  Memphis, 
Tenn.  Mrs.  Williams  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  Osceola;  Mr. 
Williams  has  passed  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , of  Osceola,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  Apollo  Commandery  at  Forest  City, 
Ark.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 

^Villiam  R.  Willia  ms,  althoucrh  still  a young 
man,  has  risen  to  a position  in  the  agricultural  af- 
fairs of  the  county  which  many  men  older  in  years 
and  experience  might  envy.  His  life  has  been 
without  any  material  change  from  the  ordinary 
pursuits  of  farm  toil,  but  yet  has  not  been  devoid 
of  substantial  results.  He  was  born  in  Memphis. 
Tenn.,  in  the  year  1854,  and  in  1861  came,  with 
his  father,  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  where  the 
latter  resided  until  his  death,  in  1880.  William 
R.  Williams  received  educational  advantages  far 
beyond  the  average,  and  these  advantages  he  did 
not  fail  to  improve,  but  applied  himself  diligently 
to  his  books,  and  acquired  an  excellent  education 
which  proved  of  great  benefit  to  him  in  later  years. 
His  plantation,  which  is  situated  in  the  southern 
part  of  Mississij)pi  County,  comprises  300  acres, 
of  which  eighty  are  cleared  and  under  cultivation, 
and  in  good  seasons  average  about  one  bale  of  cot- 
ton to  the  acre.  He  has  several  good  log  houses 
on  his  property,  and  is  doing  a fairly  prosperous 
business.  In  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sallie  Baskin,  of  Phillips  County, 
Ark.,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  two  inter- 
esting children — Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years,  and  Ella,  a little  girl  of  seven  years, 
at  home.  Mr.  Williams  is  an  agreeable  and  intelli- 
gent gentleman,  and  one  who  is  ever  ready  to 
reach  out  a helping  hand  to  the  needy,  or  to  engage 
in  any  legitimate  enterprise  which  might  tend  to 
benefit  the  county. 

B.  A.  Williamson  (deceased)  was  a prominent 
farmer  of  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born 
in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  in  1820.  He  passed  his 
youth  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  subsecpiently 
learned  the  brickmason’s  trade.  Later  in  life  he 
went  to  Louisville,  Ky. , worked  at  his  trade  for 


■ about  eight  years,  and  then  in  1855  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  settled  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
i about  three  miles  above  Osceola.  He  located  on  a 
tract  of  wild  land,  which  he  soon  submitted  to  a 
course  of  improvement,  and  which  was  transformed 
into  a remarkably  pleasant  home.  After  making 
many  improvements  he  sold  out  in  1861.  at  a large 
advance,  and  then  bought  a choice  location  in  the 
vicinity,  w'hich  Mrs.  M'illiamson  still  owns.  Mr. 
Williamson  -was  married  in  November,  1861,  to 
Miss  Lithe  Jane  Hale  [see  sketch  of  Hale  Bros.], 
and  immediately  afterward  the  war  broke  out. 
Farming  was  almost  suspended,  but  Mr.  Williamson 
found  employment  at  his  trade,  and  nearly  all  the 
brick  chimneys  of  that  time  were  of  his  construc- 
, tion.  He  made  many  improvements  on  his  farm. 

^ erecting  buildings  and  clearing  about  seventy  acres. 
In  1871,  after  an  unusually  active  and  prosperous 
life,  Mr.  M’illiamson  received  his  final  summons. 
Since  then  Mrs.  Williamson  has  opened  up  about 
twenty  acres,  has  conducted  the  home  place,  and 
now  has  no  trouble  in  renting  the  farm  for  8600  or 
-8700  annually.  This  land  is  very  productive,  and 
has  often  yielded  one  and  a half  bales  of  cotton  to 
the  acre.  In  1884  Mrs.  Williamson  bought  a 
pleasant  residence  in  Osceola,  which  she  has  im- 
i proved  and  made  into  a pleasant  home.  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVilliamson  were  born 
six  children,  only  one  now  living:  Eliza  Ann  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Mary  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
I of  Abner  Driver,  and  resides  in  this  county;  James 
, Edward  died  at  the  age'  of  seven  years:  Levina 
I died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  tw’o  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  AVilliam.son  has  since  married  her 
deceased  husband’s  Imother,  Bland  W.  W’illiamson. 
The  family  are  now  living  in  a very  pleasant  cot- 
tage in  Osceola. 

Robert  E.  L.  Wilson  is  numbered  among  the 
younger  of  the  successful  and  rising  agriculturists 
I of  this  county,  and  none  will  have  a brighter  fu- 
ture, or  will  make  better  use  of  their  advantages 
than  he.  The  citizens  of  Mississippi  Comity  are 
proud  to  claim  him  as  one  of  its  sons,  for  he  was 
born  here  m the  year  1863.  His  father.  -Toseph  L. 
j Wilson,  came  from  Tipton  County,  Tt'un. . in  1817. 

I and  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  iMississipjii  County 
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cotoprisitig  several  thousand  acres,  the  most  of 
which  has  descended  to  his  son,  Robert  E.  L. , who 
owns  2,700  acres.  The  latter  has  cleared  and  put 
under  the  plow  over  200  acres,  but  has  200  under 
cultivation,  on  which  he  has  erected  thirty  houses, 
which  are  used  by  his  tenants.  His  residence  is  a 
handsome  structure,  covering  an  area  of  over  3,000 
square  feet,  is  beautifully  and  comfortably  fur- 
nished inside,  and  is  in  the  center  of  a large  and 
well  kept  lawn.  Among  the  other  buildings  which 
Mr.  Wilson  has  erected  is  a saw  mill,  which  is  sit- 
uated about  four  miles  from  the  river,  at  Idaho 
Landing,  and  has  a capacity  of  14,O()0  feet  per 
day.  From  this  mill  he  has  a tramway  of  about 
six  miles  in  length,  extending  from  the  river  back 
into  his  timber  lands,  and  here  he  has  some  thirty 
men  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  ships  large  quan 
titles  of  lumber  from  his  mill  to  Chicago  annually, 
the  principal  demand  being  for  ash  lumber,  of 
which  he  has  a large  supply  still  in  the  tree.  The 
greater  part  of  his  cultivated  lands  he  devotes  to 
the  raising  of  cotton,  which  enterprise  gives  em- 
ployment to  about  100  people;  and  one  year  he 
gathered  eighty  bales  of  cotton  from  eighty  acres 
of  land,  and  at  another  time  nineteen  bales  from 
eighteen  acres  of  land,  each  bale  weighing  over 
500  pounds.  The  expense  of  cultivating  an  acre 
of  cotton  and  laying  it  by  is  about  §7.  In  the 
year  1885  Miss  Lizzie  Beall  became  his  wife,  she 
being  a daughter  of  S.  A.  Beall,  of  Mississippi, 
formerly  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Mississippi 
County,  Ark.,  in  1865,  and  settled  on  Frenchman’s 
Bayou.  He  is  now  engaged  in  managing  his  son-in- 
law’s  mill  and  mercantile  establishment,  the  latter 
comprising  a large  and  well-selected  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise.  Two  children  were  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Wilson,  only  one  of  whom  is 
living,  Mabel  Victoria.  Tiny  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months,  Mr.  Wilson  is  one  whose  in- 
tegrity and  honor  have  never  been  questioned,  and, 
although  a young  man,  his  views  relating  to  matters 
of  business,  as  well  as  on  genei’al  and  popular 
topics  of  the  day.  are  considered  unusually  sound. 
He  is  a member  of  McGravock  Lodge,  K.  of  H.,  at 
Frenchman's  Bayou,  and  his  wife  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Presbvterian  Church.  She  is  a re- 


fined and  well-educated  lady,  and  shows  unusuallv 
good  taste  in  the  arrangement  of  her  home.  This 
young  couple  bid  fair  to  become  not  only  one  of 
the  wealthiest,  but,  what  is  of  far  more  importance, 
one  of  the  most  highly  honored,  families  in  the 
county. 

Andrew  B.  A’oung,  who  is  now  successfully 
following  the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared, 
and  which  has  been  his  life-work,  a calling  that 
has  for  age's  received  undivided  etforts  from  manv 
worthy  individuals,  and  one  that  always  furnishes 
sustenance  to  the  ready  worker,  now  resides  on  his 
large  plantation  near  Osceola.  He  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  Mississippi  County,  in  1844.  and 
was  the  tenth  in  a family  of  eleven  children  l)orn 
to  James  and  Elizabeth  (Oallaway)  A'oung.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  and 
were  married  in  the  last  named  State.  They  emi- 
grated to  Mississippi  County  at  a very  early  day, 
and  at  the  time  of  their  settlement  here  their  near- 
est neighbor  was  eight  miles  distant.  Mr.  Young 
conducted  a ferry,  sold  a few  goods  to  the  Indians, 
and  supplied  the  wants  of  the  few  people  who 
passed  that  way.  He  entered  160  acres,  made  all 
the  improvements,  and  had  it  all  under  cultivation 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife  survived  him 
several  years,  and  died  in  1867.  .\ndrew' B Young 
aided  in  clearing  the  farm,  and  received  a good 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service  in  1864,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  White  River.  Austin, 
and  several  skirmishes.  He  started  on  the  Missouri 
raid  with  Gen.  Price. but  was  taken  sick  and  returned 
home.  His  three  brothers.  James,  Erasmus  and 
George,  were  also  in  the  service;  the  former  served 
the  entire  time,  but  the  latter  died  in  Kentucky. 
In  1865,  Andrew  rented  land,  and  began  farming 
on  his  own  responsibility,  continuing  until  1872. 
Previous  to  this,  in  1871,  he  bought  160  acres,  two 
miles  north  of  Osceola,  with  only  twenty  acres 
cleared,  and  the  follow'ing  year  he  built  a good 
residence,  moved  on  his  own  farm  and  began  im- 
provements on  an  extensive  scale.  He  has  good 
barns,  etc.,  and  has  the  entire  tract  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  at  the  present.  In  1884  he 
purchased  300  acres  adjoining,  on  which  there  were 
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about  twenty  acres  cleared,  and  since  then  Mr. 
Young  has  opened  up  nearly  160  acres  more.  He 
is  also  quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock  raising, 
both  cattle  and  mules.  Mr.  Y^oung’s  farm  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  all  of  the  land,  with 
proper  cultivation,  will  yield  a bale  of  cotton  to 
the  acre.  He  was  married,  in  1807,  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine Bowen,  a daughter  of  Reece  Bowen,  one  of 


j the  earliest  settlers  in  this  section  [see  sketch  of 
Capt.  Bowen].  Six  children  were  born  to  them 
(two  of  whom  are  deceased):  Nena  died  in  infancy: 
Austin  also  died  in  infancy;  Logan  A.,  attending 
school  at  Brigham,  N.  C.  : Fannie  Lee,  attending 
school  at  Anchorage,  Ky,  : James  Reece  and  Joseph. 
Mr.  Young  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  Mrs.  Young  of  the  Presbyterian. 
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Lo!  I declare  I deem  him  blest 

Whose  foot,  here  pausing,  findeth  rest. — Anou. 


S a consequence  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  early  rec- 
ords of  Poinsett  County, 
by  fire,  but  little  can  be 
said  pertaining  to  its  early 
courts.  Inasmuch  as  the 
creative  act  was  approved 
February  28,  1838,  it  is 
evident  that  the  county  court  was  or- 
ganized soon  thereafter,  or  in  the 
spring  of  that  year,  and  that  the  cir- 
court  was  held  also  in  the  same 
year.  The  county  belongs  to  the  Sec- 
ond judicial  circuit,  of  which  J.  E. 
Riddick  is  the  present^  judge. 

The  first  murder  committed  in  Poinsett  Coun- 
ty was  the  killing,  in  1848,  of  Parker  Furnish,  by 
John  Edwards.  The  next  was  that  of  John  4Vil- 


kerson,  by  Robert  Tliomas,  followed  by  the  killing 
of  James  Hamilton,  at  the  hand  of  James  Staats. 
Two  murders  of  a more  recent  date  have  occurre-.l 
here.  AVith  the  exception  of  these  and  some  minor 
crimes,  a peaceful  progress  has  been  enjoyed. 

Poinsett  was  organized  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  approved  February  28.  1838.  Its  territory 
originally  belonged  to  Lawrence  County,  and  sul)- 
sequently,  and  up  to  its  formation  as  a separate 
county,  to  Greene. 

Bolivar,  a point  about  three  miles  north  of  the 
present  site  of  Harrisburg,  was  chosen  for  the  seat 
of  justice,  and  here,  in  1838,  the  first  court-house 
and  clerk’s  office,  consisting  of  a log  cabin,  was 
erected.  The  county  seat  thus  remained  until 
September,  1856,  when  it  was  moved  to  Harris- 
burg, where  it  has  since  continued.  The  iirst. 
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commissioners  of  the  new  county  seat  were  A.  B. 
Scott  and  A.  B.  Puckett.  Here,  also,  a log-cabin 
j court-house  was  erected  in  1857,  and  in  1859-GO 
; a fine  brick  court-house  was  constructed,  costing 
' $8,800,  by  A.  Hamilton,  contractor.  In  the  spring 

! of  1872  this  building,  together  with  the  public 
j county  records,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Then,  for 
I a year  or  more,  the  building  now  known  as  Sloan’s 
j boarding  house  was  used  as  a court-house,  after 
I which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  edifice  and 
one  other  structui’e  served  a similar  purpose.  In  . 
1875  the  court-house  was  rebuilt,  by  Contractor  - 

A.  Hamilton,  and  is  still  standing.  The  Poinsett 
j County  jail  was  erected  in  1880,  at  a cost  of 
I $1,600.  It  is  a one-story  frame,  containing  two 

j rooms,  and  a hallway  six  feet  wide  running  length-  i 
i wise  of  the  building.  Prior  to  its  construction 
' the  prisoners  were  kept  in  a cage,  constructed  for 
! the  purpose,  in  the  court-house. 

I The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the 

I county  officers,  with  dates  of  their  terms  of  ser-  | 
vice,  from  organization  to  the  present; 

Judges:  William  Harris,  1838-40;  Richard 
Hall,  1840-44;  Rollis  Perry,  1844-46;  W.  H. 
Harris,  1846-48;  G.  W.  M.' Stacy,  1848-50;  W. 
H.  Harris,  1850-54;  S.  H.  Henton,  1854—56;  T\  . 
H.  Harris,  1856-63;  W.  C.  Malone,  1863-64;  A. 

B.  Scott,  1864-66;  B.  Harris,  1866-68;  G.  W. 
Sloan,  1868-72;  H.  A.  Hays,  1874-76;  D.  W. 
Beecker,  from  April,  1876  to  end  of  Hays’  term; 
J.  T.  Haley,  1876-78;  N.  J.  Willis,  1878-80;  J. 
T.  Roy,  1880-82;  T.  H.  Jones,  1882-84;  A.  A. 
Coppage,  from  March  4.  1884,  vice  Jones,  left  the 
county;  E.  A.  Owens,  1884-86;  Jasper  Wright, 

i 1886-88;  J.  T.  Roy,  present  incumbent,  elected 
I in  1888. 

i Clerks:  Thomas  Junes,  1838-40;  William 

I Thrower,  1840-42;  L.  H.  Siiftin,  1842-48;  R.  H. 
j Stone,  1848-60;  M.  W.  Lewis,  1860-62;  O.  Y. 

I Neely,  1862-64;  W.  C.  Malone,  1864-68;  G.  W. 

I Mott,  1868-70;  J.  T.  H.  Mayors.  1870-73;  T.  H. 

, Sparks,  1873-78;  T.  H.  Jones,  1878-80;  W.  G. 

I Godby,  1880-86;  T.  A.  Stone,  1886-88;  A.  A. 

i Coppage,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

I Sheriffs:  W.  G.  Arledge,  1838-40;  James 
1 Staats,  1840-44;  R.  H.  Stone,  1844-48:  J.  David- 


son, 1848-56;  T.  S.  Stanley,  1856-60;  J.  David- 
son,  1860-62;  J.  Sherrod,  1862-64;  W.  B.  Staf-  i 
ford,  1864-68;  A.  Thorn,  1868-72;  A.  S.  Thorn,  i 
1872-74;  J.  S.  Smith,  1874-78;  J.  H.  Hall.  | 

1878-80;  T.  B.  Sparks,  1880-86;  Add  Harris,  | 

present  incumbent,  first  elected  in  1886. 

Treasurers:  Richard  Hall,  1838-40;  Charles  | 
Shaver,  1840-42;  William  Smith,  1842-46;  Sam-  i 
uel  Read.  1816-48;  J.  P.  Mardis,  1848-52;  J.  M.  j 
Hale,  1852-56;  B.  Brown,  1856-62;  A.  J.  Good-  I 
loe,  1862-65;  J.  Z.  PI.  Mayors,  1865-66;  William 
Ainsworth,  1866-68;  James  P.  Jones,  1868-72;  j 
H.  J.  Thorn,  1872-74;  E.  Mitchell,  1874-80;  J.  I 
J.  Smith,  1880-82;  W.  C.  Landers.  1SS2-S6;  j 
William  Ainsworth,  present  incumbent,  first  elect-  [ 
ed  in  1886.  j 

Coroners:  J.  C.  Shaver,  1838-40;  B.  McCaven,  i 
1840-42:  B.  F.  Marcum,  1842-44;  T.  F.  Arledge.  i 
1844-46;  Daniel  McMillin,  1846-48;  J.  M.  Broad-  i 
way,  1848-50;  G.  J.  Ward,  1850-52;  E.  Robinson,  j 
1852-54;  J.  E.  Dukes,  1854-56;  J.  M.  Cross,  | 
1856—58;  W.  H.  Smith,  1858-62;  B.  Brown.  1862-  l 
64;  J.  H.  Hall,  1864-65;  W.  S.  Griffin,  1865-68:  ! 

John  Jones,  1868-74;  F.  Walbrink,  1874-78;  J.  ! 
P.  Jones,  1878-80;  W.  J.  Sligh,  1880-82;  S.  G. 
Stone.  lbS2-84;  Lewis  Minton,  1884-86;  James 
Houston,  1886-88;  James  Aston,  present  incum-  | 
bent,  elected  in  1888.  ' 

Surveyors:  A.  T.  Robertson,  1840-42;  J,  D. 
Carnes,  1842-44;  H.  Scott,  1846-50;  51.  Halk. 
1850-60;  J.  E.  Sparks,  1860-62;  51.  Halk, 

1862-66;  J.  E.  Sparks,  1866-68;  T.  B.  Smith. 
1868-72;  E.  A.  Owens,  1872-74:  J.  51.  Steel,  i 
1874-76:  B.  Harris,  1876-78;  J.  51.  Steel,  1878-80;  ' 

H.  Scott,  1880-84;  A.  W.  Scott,  1884-86;  555 
Scott,  1886-88;  Wi[ifield  Scott,  present  incum- 
bent, elected  in  1888. 

Assessors:  E.  Hindman.  1862-66;  J.  S.  Smith, 
1866-68;  51.  S.  Godly,  1868-70;  W5  H.  Cook. 
1870—72;  V.  J.  Bradsher,  18i2-74;  5V.  Ainsworth. 
1874-76;  A.  W.  Thornton,  1876-78;  IV.  H.  Wade. 
1878-80;  Shelby  Bettis,  1880-82;  D.  C.  Powell. 
1882-84;  H H.  Houghton.  1884-86;  Eli  Biekley. 

• 1886-88:  Paul  5IcLeau,  present  incumbent. 

I elected  in  1888. 

The  Democratic  party  is  rhe  most  popular  in 
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Poinsett  County,  judging  from  the  results  of  the 
recent  election.  At  the  September  election,  1888, 
for  the  office  of  governor,  James  P.  Eagle,  Demo- 
crat. received  040  votes;  C.  M.  Norwood,  com- 
bined opposition,  101.  At  the  November  election, 
1888,  for  president  of  the  United  States,  Cleve- 
land, Democrat,  was  given  402  votes;  Harrison, 
Republican,  119;  Streeter,  United  Labor.  21.  Lo- 
cal politics,  of  course,  occupy  considerable  atten- 
tion at  different  times,  surpassed  only  by  the  promi- 
nence of  more  important  questions  than  party  loy- 
alty. 

Harrisburg,  the  county  seat,  is  situated  on  the 
Helena  Branch  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  A 
Southern  Railroad,  near  the  geographical  center 
of  the  county,  on  lands  formerly  owned  by  Benja- 
min Harris,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  and  after 
whom  it  was  named.  A postoffice  was  established 
here  in  1857,  the  first  postmaster  being  William 
Thrower,  who  erected  a log- cabin,  which  he  used 
as  a hotel  and  postoffice.  The  same  year  J ames 
Davidson  and  Joab  Hale  opened  the  first  store  in 
the  place.  The  town  had  a slow  but  substantial 
growth  until  1882,  when  the  road  referred  to 
reached  it,  and  since  that  time  its  advance  has 
been  more  rapid.  It  now  comprises  five  general 
stores,  three  drug  stores,  one  restaurant,  a meat 
market,  two  hotels,  three  blacksmith  and  wood- 
shops,  and  the  Kennedy-Morelock’s  Stave  Com- 
pany’s factory,  said  to  be  the  largest  stave  factory 
in  the  State;  also  the  hardwood  lumber  factory 
of  D.  C.  & I.  R.  Cole,  two  grist-mills  and  cotton- 
gins,  two  church  edifices,  a public  school-house 
and  a full  complement  of  doctors,  lawyers  and. 
ministers;  also  a real  estate  firm.  It  is  pleasantly 
located,  and  does  a large  amount  of  business.  Its 
population  is  about  700. 

Bay  Village,  a little  town  ten  miles  southeast 
of  Harrisburg,  lies  in  both  Poinsett  and  Cross 
Counties,  with  the  postoffice  in  the  latter.  Its 
site  was  settled  by  Charles  Shaver,  in  1820,  but  the 
village  was  not  established  until  1874,  when  Eli 
Rooks  opened  the  first  store.  The  second  store 
began  an  existence  under  the  management  of  J.  G. 
Hamilton,  and  the  postoffico  was  located  there  in 
1870.  The  town  was  named  by  Col.  lieaton  on 


account  of  its  nearness  to  the  bay.  It  now  con-  i 

tains  seventeen  families,  two  general  stores,  a 

blacksmith  and  wood-work  shop,  a cotton-gin  and 

■ . i 

grist-mill  and  a Methodist  Episcopal  Church  edi-  i 
fice,  the  church  organization  having  been  estab- 
lished  over  fifty  years  ago;  this  has  now  a mem- 
bership of  180,  with  Rev.  J.  I.  Maynard,  pastor. 

Greenfield  and  White  Hall  are  stations  on  the 
same  railroad  with  Harrisburg,  the  former  being 
north  and  the  latter  south  of  that  place.  j 

Weiner,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  coiuity.  ■ 
is  a station  on  the  St.  Louis.  Arkansas  & Texas  { 
Railroad,  and  contains  a depot,  postoffice,  general  j 
store  and  hardwood  factory.  ^ 

Fisher,  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  county,  i 
on  the  last-mentioned  railroad,  is  made  up  of  a 
depot,  postoffice,  general  store  and  a stave  factory.  ' 
Marked  Tree  and  Tyronza  are  stations  on  the 
Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  & Memphis  Railroad,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county*.  The  former  in- 
cludes a depot,  postoffice  and  a general  store,  and 
I the  latter  a depot,  postoffice,  two  general  stores,  i 
and  a stave  factory.  I 

Secret  societies  apparently  thrive  here.  Poin- 
sett Lodge  No.  184,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  was  organized 
under  a dispensation  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  in  1805.  The  first  principal  officers 
were  Eli  Hindman,  W.  M. ; James  E.  Sparks,  S. 

W. ; Jefferson  Wright,  J.  W..  and  J.  S.  Brook- 
field. Sec.  The  membership  at  this  time  is  forty- 
five.  H.  H.  Houghton  is  the  present  W.  M. 

Harrisburg  Chapter  No.  70.  has  a membership 
of  twenty-two.  The  present  officers  are  T.  B. 
Sparks.  H.  P. ; E.  L.  Jacobs,  K. ; James  Ains- 
i worth,  S. 

Harrisburg  Council  has  a membership  of  fif- 
teen. 

Eastern  Star  Chapter  has  thirty- five  members. 

It  is  named  Evergreen  Chapter  No.  70. 

Harrisburg  Lodge  No.  55,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
organized  March  18,  1878,  with  five  charter  mem- 
bers. The  first  officers  were  J.  H.  Hull,  N.  G.  ; T. 

W.  Eskridge.  V.  G. ; W.  M.  Elsberrv.  Treas. , and 
L.  E.  Stancell,  Sec.  This  lodge  has  been  discon- 
tinued. and  another.  White  Hall  Lodge  No.  77. 
was  organized  at  White  Hall,  and  since  moved  to 
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POINSETT  COUNTY. 


Harrisburg.  It  has  thirty  members,  and  is  now  in 
a prosperous  condition. 

Bolivar  Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  was  organ- 
ized in  January,  18S9,  with  sixteen  charter  mem- 
bers. Its  membership  is  now  twenty-one,  and  it 
is  in  a flourishing  condition. 

The  report  of  the  State  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1888, 
indicates  beyond  question  the  progress  the  county 
is  making  in  reference  to  popular  education.  At 
the  time  mentioned  the  scholastic  population  was: 
White,  male  622,  female  511,  total  1,133;  colored, 
male  111,  female  89,  total  200.  Number  of  pupils 
taught  in  the  public  schools — white,  males  304, 
females  270,  total  574;  colored,  males  40,  females  I 
31,  total  71.  Number  of  school  districts,  16. 
Number  of  teachers  employed — males  15,  females 
5,  total  20.  Average  monthly  salaries  paid  teach- 
ers— first  grade,  males  $45.00,  females  $35.00; 
second  grade,  males  $30.00,  females  $28.50. 
Amount  expended  for  the  support  of  the  schools — 
for  teachers’  salaries  $3,868.50,  building  and  re-  I 
pairing  $1,265.44,  purchasing  apparatus,  etc.,  i 
$233.90,  treasurer’s  commissions  $247.80,  total 
$5,615.64. 

According  to  this  showing,  only  50  per  cent  of 
the  white,  and  35.1  per  cent  of  the  colored  scho-  [ 
lastic  population  were  taught  in  the  public  schools.  ; 
However,  only  six  out  of  the  sixteen  school  dis-  i 
tricts,  failed  to  report  the  enrollment  in  the  schools.  | 
i Eight  of  the  school  districts  have  built  new  houses 
since  1886.  All  are  well  furnished  with  patent 
seats,  blackboards,  and  other  necessary  apparatus.  ; 
The  average  length  of  term  taught  per  year  is  live  ' 
months.  In  a majority  of  districts  a tax  of  live 
i mills  is  voted.  The  public  school  system  is  le-  | 
j garded  much  more  favorably  than  formerly,  and,  ' 
j all  things  considered,  very  good  results  are  being 
[ obtained. 

j The  first  Baptist  Church  in  Poinsett  County 
1 was  organized  in  1840,  at  Bolivar,  then  the  county 
seat.  The  first  Missionary  Ba[)tist  minister  was 
I Ilev.  John  A.  Nutt,  whose  circuit  extended  from 

ittsburg  to  Chalk  Bluff.  The  result  of  his  la- 
V)ors  was  the  organization  of  all  the  juoneer 
churches  in  Greene,  Poinsett,  and  St.  Francis 


573  i 

( 

I 

i 

I 

Counties.  In  1858,  a small  number  organized 
themselves  into  a Baptist  Church  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Elder  Pierce.  These  continued  intact.  j 
worshiping  in  the  court-house  until  the  summer  of  ^ 
1869,  when  they  erected  a frame  edifice,  called  j 
Bethel,  two  miles  south  of  Harrisburg.  It  still  ! 
continues  a strong  and  prosperous  church,  with 
about  100  members.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  i 
J.  W.  Bell.-  In  October,  1887,  a number  of  mem-  i 
bers  withdrew  from  this  church,  and  organized  a j 
church  in  Harrisburg,  the  next  year  building  their 
present  frame  church  edifice.  The  church  has  | 
grown  to  a membership  of  twenty-five.  Rev.  J.  S.  ' 
Edmonds  is  pastor  in  charge.  There  are  three  Bap- 
tist Churches  in  the  county,  one  in  Bolivar,  one  in 
Harrisburg,  and  another  two  miles  south  of  Har-  j 
risburg.  ! 

° _ I 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at 
Harrisburg,  had  its  origin  in  1840.  It  grew  out 
of  the  work  of  Parson  Shook  and  wife,  who  traveled 
throughout  this  section  from  1849  to  1844.  In 
1845  he  was  joined  by  Rev.  John  M.  Steele,  an  : 
old  pioneer  preacher,  whose  labors  ended  here  in  : 
1880.  He  was  the  leading  spirit  in  founding  ^ 
Methodism  in  this  section  of  country.  At  first  j 
services  were  held  in  groves  and  settler’s  homes, 
later  in  the  court-house,  and  the  first  house  of  ! 
worship  was  built  in  1859,  at  old  Bolivar,  and  the 
first  at  Harrisburg  in  1868.  The  old  edifice  at 
the  former  was  a two-story  frame,  with  Masonic 
hall  above.  It  was  consumed  by  fire  in  1882. 
Another  two-story  frame  structure  was  built  at  i 
Harrisburg  in  1881,  in  connection  with  the  Ma-  | 
sonic  fraternity.  Rev.  R.  G.  Brittain  is  novv  the  ! 
pastor  in  charge.  The  membership  is  153,  and  j 
the  Sunday-school  membership  is  about  100. 
There  are  eleven  organizations  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  here. 

A Christian  Church  organization  is  in  existence 
at  Greenfield  - -making  fifteen  church  organizations 
within  the  county.  Many  of  these  have  Sunday- 
schools  connected  with  them,  and  all  are  doing  good 
service  in  the  cause  of  Christianity.  A majority 
of  the  heads  of  families  are  connected  with  one 
or  another  of  the  denominations.  .V  few  chiuch 
organizations  exist  among  the  colored  people. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


The  approach  of  the  "War  of  1861-65  found  ' 
the  people  of  Poinsett  County  generally  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  proposed  Southern  Confederacy, 
and  in  favor  of  its  establishment.  The  first  com- 
pany of  soldiers  raised  here  for  the  Confederate 
army  was  organized  early  in  1861,  by  Capt.  Smith, 
and  was  mustered  for  three  years.  The  next  com- 
pany was  raised  soon  after  by  Capt.  Ben.  Harris, 
for  the  twelve  months’  service.  The  former  was 
assigned  to  Col.  Adams’  regiment,  the  Fifth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  and  the  latter  to  Col.  Tappan’s 
regiment,  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas  Infantrv’.  -At 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  Capt.  Harris  re- 
signed and  the  company  re-enlisted  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,  electing  J.  M.  LeVesque  cap- 
tain and  A.  J.  Willis  first  lieutenant.  After  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  these  companies  were  consolidated 
and  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Arkansas  Mounted  In- 
fantry. Subsequently  Capt.  LeVesque  returned 
to  the  county  and  recruited  another  comjiany, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Trans- 
Mississippi  Mounted  Infantry.  Prior  to  the  battle 
of  Helena,  this  company  had  lost  forty-one  men,  | 
and  it  entered  into  that  engagement  with  fifty-nine 
men,  and  came  out  with  only  twenty- seven,  having 
lost  twenty-eight  killed  and  four  captured.  Three 
of  the  regimental  officers  were  killed  in  this  en-  ^ 
gagement:  Col.  Hart,  IMaj.  Joseph  Martin  and  ' 
Ad  j.  William  Rector.  The  remaining  members  re- 
ceived an  additional  force,  recruited  by  Capt.  W. 
G.  Godbey,  making  their  number  eighty,  and  it  i 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  Capt.  William 
Trator  organized  a company  in  1861,  in  what  is 
now  Cross  County,  then  in  Poinsett,  which  was  : 
also  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Arkansas  Infantry.  It 
lost  during  the  war  SO  per  cent  of  its  enlistment. 
No  company  was  raised  here  for  the  Union  army.  , 
The  position  of  Poinsett  County,  in  Northeast 
Arkansas,  is  a favorable  one.  It  is  bounded  north 
by  Craighead,  east  by  IVIississippi,  south  by  Crit- 
tenden and  Cross  Counties,  and  west  by  Jackson, 
comprising  all  the  territory  embraced  in  Townships 
10,  11  and  12  north,  in  Ranges  1 to  7 inclusive, 
east  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian  of  the  United 
States  surveys;  ttius  making  its  length  from  east 
to  west  forty  two  miles,  and  its  width  from  north 


to  south  eighteen  miles.  Its  area,  therefore,  in- 
cluding the  beds  of  its  lakes  and  streams,  is  756 
square  miles,  or  483,840  acres.  The  State  owns 
about  10,000  acres  in  the  county,  and  the  St. 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  A Southern  Railway  Com- 
pany about  3,000,  the  balance  being  owned  by  in- 
dividuals. 

About  one-fourth  of  the  county’s  surface  is  i 
hilly  and  broken,  and  the  balance  comparatively 
level,  much  of  it  being  prairie,  Crowley’s  Ridge 
I runs  north  and  south  through  the  center,  varying 
in  width  from  three  to  five  miles.  The  St.  Fran- 
cis River  runs  from  north  to  south  through  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county,  the  Bay  River  from 
north  to  south  on  the  east  side  of  Crowley’s  Ridge, 
the  L’Anguille  from  north  to  south  west  of  Crow- 
ley’s  Ridge,  and  Bayou  De  View  from  north  to 
south  through  the  extreme  western  portion.  These 
streams  and  their  various  tributaries  furnish  the 
drainage  of  the  entire  county.  The  St.  Francis 
River  widens  out,  especially  in  the  northern  part,  | 
and  covers  a large  tract  of  territory  known  as  the 
“Sunk  Lands,”  which  were  sunk  beneath  the  level 
surface  in  the  earthquakes  of  1811—12.  The 
L’Anguille  bottom  is  mostly  a bluish  clay,  and  on  ' 
the  “crab-apple  barrens”  a white  clay.  The 
prevalent  timlier  in  L’Anguille  bottom  is  red  and 
white  oak,  small  scattering  sweet  gum  and  post 
oak  on  the  “ post  oak  laud.”  The  growth  on  the 
adjacent  ridges  is  white  and  black  oak.  poplar  and  i 
occasionally  some  pine:  on  the  branches,  poplar,  | 
gum,  ash,  elm  and  dogwood.  j 

In  Townships  10  and  1 1 north.  Ranges  5 and  6 
east,  there  is  a peculiar  soil  of  extraordinary  fer- 
tility, occupying  a portion  of  the  St.  Francis  bot- 
tom, known  as  the  “black  wax  land,’’  which  was 
formerly  overflowed  by  the  backwater  of  the  Mis-  j 
sissippi.  This  soil  will  produce  from  fifty  to  sev-  ' 
enty-five  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  The  soil  of 
Morell  prairie  is  sandy,  but  is  also  good  corn  land.  j 
yielding  forty  to  fifty  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  | 
while  the  adjacent  ujflands  of  the  Crowley  Ridge 
produce  from  thirty  to  forty  bushels.  From  the 
NaiTows  of  the  Crowley  Ridge  to  Bolivar  and 
Harrisburg,  the  (piatternary  gravel  is  (piite  con- 
spicuous on  the  higher  grounds,  and  of  a coarse 
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character;  some  pieces  would  weiorh  several  pounds. 
On  Spencer  Creek,  some  little  sandstone  is  seen 
underlying  the  gravel  and  resting  on  sandy  clay. 
At  Hurricane  Creek,  near  Harrisburg,  the  Crowley 
Ridge  is  about  three  miles  wide.  The  material 
passed  through,  in  sinking  wells  in  the  L’Anguille 
bottom,  is  usually  twenty  feet  of  yellow  clay,  under- 
laid by  thirty  to  forty^  feet  of  light-colored  sand,  a 
moderately  soft  water  being  generally  obtained  at 
sixty  feet.  Immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge, 
water  is  often  obtained  at  twelve  feet,  the  water 
getting  gradually  deeper  for  one  mile  into  the  bot- 
tom, where  it  is  generally  the  deepest  seated.* 

The  low,  level  surface  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county  is  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  cy- 
press, oak,  gum  and  ash.  Its  western  part  was 
re-surveyed  for  the  United  States  in  the  winter 
of  1856-57,"by  William  Ainsworth  and  Granville 
McPherson.  From  the  streams,  wells,  springs 
and  cisterns  good  water  sufficient  for  all  purposes 
is  liberally  furnished  by  nature. 

A rich  vein  of  coal  extends  north  and  south 
through  Poinsett,  ranging  along  Crowley’s  Ridge. 
The  strata,  which  has  a thickness  of  seven  feet, 
can  be  reached  at  a depth  of  forty  feet.  Deposits 
of  ferruginous  earth  and  iron  ore  are  found  in 
various  localities.  A mineral  spring  called  Eutoba 
Spring,  is  situated  four  miles  east  of  Harrisburg. 
The  waters  of  this  spring  have  been  subjected  to 
a chemical  analysis  and  found  to  contain  valuable 
medicinal  properties. 

At  present,  and  for  many'  years,  the  lumbering 
industry  of  Poinsett  County  is  and  will  be  a great 
source  of  income,  especially  to  those  engaged  in 
the  business,  and  to  those  owning  the  timber. 
There  are  a number  of  saw  mills  here  engaged  in 
cutting  the  timber  into  lumber,  for  which  the 
shipping  facilities  are  excellent.  The  permanent 
industry  and  source  of  income  to  the  people  in 
general  is  agriculture,  coupled  with  the  raising  of 
live  stock,  for  which  the  county,  on  account  of  the 
great  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  mildness  of  the 
climate,  and  its  abundant  supply  of  water,  is  so 
well  adapted.  In  1880,  according  to  the  United 
States  census,  there  were  but  297  farms,  with 

^Quotations  from  State  Geological  Ucport. 


only  7,979  acres  of  improved  lands  within  this  ter- 
ritory, and  from  the  number  of  acres  cultivated  iit 
1879,  the  leading  cereal  and  vegetable  productions 
were  as  follows;  Indian  corn,  87,133  bushels; 
oats,  3,490;  wheat,  1,529;  Irish  potatoes,  1,809; 
sweet  potatoes,  2,034;  cotton,  1,514  bales.  The 
same  census  report  shows  the  number  of  head 
of  live  stock  then  in  the  county  to  be  as  fol- 
lows; Horses,  500;  mules  and  asses.  206;  neat 
cattle,  3,076;  sheep,  288;  bogs.  6,301.  These 
figures  show'  that  in  1880  Poinsett  Countv  was 
but  slightly  improved  and  developed. 

At  this  writing  the  prices  of  land  hereabouts 
are  from  $5  to  SI 5 for  improved,  and  from  S3  to 
S5  for  unimproved  lands.  With  proper  cultivation 
the  uplands  will  yield  900  pounds  of  seed  cotton, 
thirty-hve  bushels  of  corn,  fifteen  bushels  of  w'heat. 
and  forty  bushels  of  oats  to  the  acre;  while  from 
the  bottom  lands  1,500  pounds  of  seed  cotton,  fifty 
to  sixty  bushels  of  corn,  twenty  bushels  of  w’heat. 
and  fifty  bushels  of  oats,  to  the  acre,  may  be  ob- 
tained. Tobacco  will  yield  1,600  pounds,  and 
Irish  and  sweet  potatoes  from  200  to  300  bushels 
per  acre.  These  amounts,  however,  are  only  ac- 
quired by  thorough  cultivation.  Clover,  millet, 
and  the  tame  grasses  succeed  well,  but  as  yet 
have  not  been  cultivated  to  any  considerable  extent. 
Fruits  of  all  kinds,  common  to  the  latitude,  es- 
pecially small  fruits,  succeed  admirably. 

The  population  of  Poinsett  County,  at  the  end 
of  each  census  decade,  as  given  in  the  reports  of 
the  United  States  census,  has  been  as  follows; 
1840,'  1,320;  1850,  2,308;  I860,  3,621;  1870. 
1,721;  1880,  2,192.  Originally  the  county  con- 
tained much  more  territory  than  at  present,  which 
accounts  for  the  larger  population  in  1860.  The 
immigration  since  1880  has  been  large,  so  that  the 
next  census  will  show  a great  increase.  It  is  now 
estimated  at  5,000. 

Three  railroads  cross  the  entire  territory  of  the 
county.  The  Kansas  City.  Fort  Scott  & IMemphis 
traverses  its  eastern  portion  in  a southeasterly  di- 
rection; the  Helena  branch  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron 
Mountain  A Southei'n  Railroad  passes  north  and 
south  a few  miles  wi'st  of  its  center,  by  way  ('f  Green- 
field, Harrisburg  and  White  Hall,  and  the  St. 
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Louis,  Arkansas  Sc  Texas  Railroad  passes  through 
the  western  portion  of  the  county  by  way  of 
Weiner  and  Fisher,  in  a direction  a little  west  of 
south.  The  combined  length  of  the  main  lines  of 
these  railroads  within  these  boundaries  is  . at  least 
sixty-tw’o  miles.  The  railroad  property  forms  a 
large  proportion  of  the  taxable  wealth  of  the 
county. 

The  territory  of  Poinsett,  lying  as  it  does  in 
the  flat  country  between  the  Mississippi  River  and 
the  hilly  and  mountainous  country  to  the  westward, 
was  not  settled  so  early  as  the  latter.  The  early 
immigrants,  being  mostly  from  the  hilly  and  roll- 
ing countries  of  the  East,  sought  a country  of  like 
contour  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  consequently 
passed  over  the  rich  lands  of  the  valley  proper  to 
the  more  elevated  lands  found  to  the  west- 
ward. The  settlement  of  the  territory  now  em- 
braced within  the  county  began  diu’ing  the  decade 
of  the  20’ s,  and  progressed  very  slowly  until 
recently.  Prominent  among  the  early  settlers  was 
Richard  Hall  (subsequently  county  judge),  who 
came  from  Mississippi  in  1828.  The  next  year 
came  William  and  Benjamin  Harris,  from  Alabama. 
William  afterward  served  as  first  county  judge. 
Dr.  Theophilus  GrilSn  was  a prominent  pioneer 
settler,  as  was  also  Dr.  John  P.  Hardis.  Harrison 
Ainsworth  and  family  came  from  Mississippi  in 
1836,  and  Robert  H.  Stone  from  Tennessee  in 
1839.  Ainsworth  settled  near  Bolivar.  Owing  to 
the  slow  settlement  of  the  country  the  few  pioneer 
settlers  for  many  years  had  to  live  with  their  fami- 
lies isolated  from  society,  without  near  neighbors, 
and  comparatively  like  hermits.  Too  much  praise 
can  not  be  given  to  the  brave  and  noble  men  and 
women  who  penetrated  the  “western  wilds.’’  for- 
saking the  old  home  and  all  its  dear  associations, 
and  endured  the  hardships  and  privations  of  fron- 
tier life,  in  order  to  provide  pleasant  homes  and  a 
competency  for  their  posterity. 


James  Ainsworth,  a farmer  by  occupation,  is  a 
Mississippian  by  birth,  and  has  inculcated  in  him 
the  sterling  qualities  of  the  better  class  of  citizens 


of  that  State.  He  was  born  in  Monroe  County  in 
1831,  and  is  the  eldest  of  ten  children  born  to  Har- 
rison and  Susan  (Spencer)  Ainsworth,  a brief  his- 
tory of  whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  William 
Ainsworth,  treasurer  of  Poinsett  County.  James 
became  familiar  with  farm  life  through  his  father, 
who  was  a successful  agriculturist,  and  his  early 
scholastic  advantages  were  only  such  as  could  be 
obtained  in  the  common  schools.  After  remaining 
under  the  parents’  roof  until  thirty  years  of  age,  as- 
sistincf  in  clearingr  the  old  home  farm,  he  concluded 
it  was  time  for  him  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself, 
and  after  purchasing  and  selling  several  farms,  he 
bought  his  present  place,  consisting  of  138  acres, 
of  which  tlfty  are  under  cultivation.  In  addition 
to  what  he  raises  he  is  engaged  in  buying  and  sell- 
ing stock,  and  finds  this  a profitable  way  in  which 
to  invest  his  money.  He  has  taken  quite  an  inter- 
est in  local  politics,  and  in  his  views  is  a Democrat. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  184,  A.  F.  Sc 
A.  M. , of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  the  past 
fifteen  years,  and  he  also  belongs  to  Chapter  No. 
74.  R.  A.  M. , in  which  he  holds  the  position  of 
scribe.  He  was  married  in  Poinsett  County,  in 
1868,  to  Emily  Hale,  but  her  death  occurred  ten 
years  later,  and  he  was  married,  in  1879,  to  Sarah 
Stevens,  by  whom  he  has  three  children;  James 
Thomas,  Katie  Bell  and  Ollie  Lou.  Mrs.  Ainsworth 
is  an  intelligent  lady,  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Moses  and  Marion  Stevens,  who  were  born  in  Geor- 
gia and  emigrated  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  day, 
and  both  died  in  Craighead  County,  Ark. 

William  Ainsworth.  The  name  borne  by  this 
substantial  citizen  is  not  an  unfamiliai'  one. 

My  footsteps  press  where,  centuries  ago, 

The  red  men  fought  and  conquered.  lost  and  won. 

The  Ainsworth  family  was  first  represented  in  Ar 
kansas,  in  1836,  by  Harrison  Ainsworth,  who  was 
born  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  there 
married  to  Susan  Spencer,  whose  birth  also  occurred 
in  East  Tennessee.  On  coming  to  Arkansas,  they 
settled  on  a farm  north  of  where  Harrisburg  is 
now  situated,  the  county  at  that  time  being  a vast 
wilderness  of  woods  and  canebrake.  atul  was  tilled 
with  roaming  tribes  of  hostile  red  men  and  wild 
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animal-s.  Here  the  father,  b^'  the  aiJ  of  his  faith- 
, ful  wife,  succeeded  in  clearing  his  farm,  and  this  ! 
place  was  his  home  until  his  death,  in  1845,  his  j 
wife  surviving  him,  and  making  her  home  on  the 
I old  farm  until  her  demise  in  1800.  William  Ains- 
I worth  aided  his  parents  materially  in  clearing  the 
farm,  but  his  youthful  days  were  also  spent  in  ac- 
quiring a thorough  knowledge  of  the  “three  R’s” 
in  the  public  .schools  near  his  home.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Pontotoc  County,  Miss.,  on  March  23, 
1835,  a short  time  prior  to  his  parents’  removal  to 
this  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years, 

I on  the  6th  of  March,  1859,  he  was  married  in 
! Craighead  County,  Ark.,  to  Miss  Martha  White, 
j and  soon  after  purchased  a timber  tract,  embracing 
! 160  acres,  which  he  immediately  commenced  to 

I clear,  and  now  has  eighty-live  acres  under  the 
plow.  He  has  added  to  his  original  purchase,  his 
acreage  at  the  present  time  amounting  to  600. 
His  property  is  well  improved,  with  good  buildings 
and  orchard,  and  for  some  time  he  has  been  actinar 
as  agent  for  a number  of  companies  in  the  pur- 
chase of  real  estate,  and  is  doing  well  in  this  busi- 
ness. He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  has  almost  invariably  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  as  the  principles  of  this  party  thor- 
oughly coincide  wuth  his  views.  He  was  elected 
j on  this  ticket  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  in 
I 1868,  and  served  one  term,  being  elected  again  in 
; 1886  and  1888.  He  was  county  assessor  in  1872 

I and  1873.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  edu- 
I cational  matters,  and  as  a member  of  the  school 
, board  Mr.  Ainsworth  has  done  a great  deal  to 
I raise  the  standard  of  education  in  his  community, 
j He  has  filled  nearly  all  the  chairs  in  the  Masonic 
j order,  and  is  now  a member  of  Poinsett  Lodge  I 
il  No.  184.  In  1878  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
j death  of  his  excellent  wife,  she  having  borne  him  a 
' family  of  hve  children:  Sarah  E.  (Mrs.  Rice); 

; Charles  Thomas,  married,  and  residing  near  his 
j father;  Margaret  Jane  (iMrs.  Gray),  also  residing 
I near  her  father;  John  Calvin  and  Lee  Garland. 

! Mrs.  Ainsworth  was  a daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  S. 

and  Sarah  White,  who  were  natives.  res[)ectively, 

I of  Tennessee  and  Alal)ama.  They  came  to  Greene 
County,  Ark.,  in  1838,  and  settled  near  Jonesboro. 


where  they  spent  their  declining  years,  his  death 
occurring  in  1868,  and  hers  in  1878.  In  1879, 
Mr.  Ainsworth  was  married,  in  Poinsett  County, 
to  Miss  Martha  Ellen  Gray,  a native  of  Alabama. 

! and  their  \mion  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
three  children;  Richard  Baxter,  Poindexter  D. 
and  Logan  Cleveland.  Mr.  Aiu.sworth  can  well 
remember  the  time  when  it  took  eight  days  to  go 
to  Memphis,  Tenn. , for  supplies,  and  can  see  great 
changes  in  the  country  since  that  time,  he  having 
been  one  of  the  leading  men  to  institute  these 
I chances.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 

O 

Church  for  many  years,  and  his  wife  also  belongs 
to  the  same  church. 

J.  H.  Allen,  farmer  and  teacher,  Harrisburg. 
Ark.  It  has  long  since  been  acknowledged  that 
no  matter  what  a man's  occupation  in  life  may  be. 
a very  necessary  element  to  his  success  is  a good 
education,  and  doubtless  this  is  one  cause  of  Mr. 
Allen's  success  in  life.  He  was  born  in  Mecklen- 
burg County,  N.  C..  on  the  30th  of  September. 
1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Col.  William  Allen,  one  of 
i the  early  settlers  of  North  Carolina,  and  a native 
i of  that  State.  When  a young  man,  the  latter  was 
i united  in  marriage  to  iMiss  Sarah  Hunter  (subject's 
; mother),  also  a native  of  North  Carolina.  After 
! his  marriage  the  Colonel  settled  a large  plantation 
in  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  and  entered  land 
in  the  Catawba  purchase.  The  grandparents  of 
J.  H.  Allen,  on  both  sides,  were  natives  of  Dublin. 
Ireland,  and  the  grandfathers  were  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  and  fought  for  American  liberty.  The 
ancestors  on  both  sides  w'ere  among  the  Irish 
peasantry.  Grandfather  Hunter  was  in  the  battle 
of  King’s  Mountain.  J.  H.  Allen’s  time  in  early 
life  was  divided  between  assisting  on  the  farm  and 
in  attending  the  common  schools.  Subsequently 
he  entered  Davidson  College,  and  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  the  freshman  class  of  LS56. 
Mr.  Allen  is  one  of  tliree  survivors  of  that  class  of 
i twenty-two,  who  left  the  college  on  that  memor- 
I able  June  day.  One.  James  Steward,  a fanner 
I in  Brazil,  South  .-Vmerica;  another,  George  Moi- 
! row,  tilling  the  soil  in  South  Carolina,  and  the 
I subject  of  this  sketch,  are  the  ones  living:  the  rest 
are  with  the  honoreil  dead  of  the  late  struggle. 
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Mr.  Allen  took  the  course  of  1S58-59  in  Cokesbury 
Theological  Institute,  in  South  Carolina,  and  left 
that  institute  to  marry  Miss  H.  R.  Thrower,  a 
beautiful  lady,  to  whom  he  had  been  betrothed  for 
seven  years,  but  only  reached  her  bedside  in  time 
to  see  her  die.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  cause 
of  the  South,  was  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  was  severely  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill;  was  a 
brave  and  gallant  soldier.  He  was  paroled  at 
Richmond,  at  the  general  surrender  in  1865,  and 
returned  home,  only  to  find  all  his  property  de- 
stroyed. He  then  engaged  in  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, teaching,  and  followed  this  in  Mississijipi 
and  Arkansas  for  many  years.  He  has  been  three 
times  married,  and  is  the  father  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren. He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1870,  and  has 
taught  in  the  schools  of  this  State  for  eighteen 
years.  He  has  160  acres  of  land,  forty  acres 
under  cultivation;  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge 
No.  77,  White  Hall.  He  takes  much  interest  in 
public  enterprises.  His  word  is  his  bond,  always 
careful  to  perform  his  promise,  and  •‘ow'es  no  man  I 
anything,”  thereby  fulfilling  the  Divine  injunc- 
tion. 

W.  T.  Beatty  is  a general  merchant,  post- 
master and  magistrate  at  Perkins,  Ark.,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  the  first  mentioned  business  since 
February,  1888.  He  keeps  a full  line  of  groceries, 
dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  and  shelf  hardware, 
and,  in  addition  to  this  manages  a steam  cotton- 
gin,  of  which  he  is  the  owner.  His  store  building 
and  residence  are  in  one,  and,  although  he  is  now 
living  quietly,  his  life  has  been  rather  an  eventful 
one.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1844,  and  is  the  seventh  of  ten  children  born  to 
John  and  Martha  A.  Beatty,  who  were  born  in  the 
“Old  North  State.”  They  removed  to  Madison 
County,  Tenn.,  at  an  early  day,  and  here  the 
father  opened  up  a good  farm, on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  in  1854,  his  excellent  wife  passing 
from  life  in  1865.  John  Beatty  was  of  English 
descent,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a Mason, 
and  held  office  in  this  order.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Joseph  Tarburtou,  was  a German,  and  was 
a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War.  W.  T.  Beatty  re- 


ceived his  early  schooling  in  Tennesst‘e,  and  w’heii 
war  was  declared,  although  only  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  enlisted  from  Madison  County.  Term.,  in 
Company  E,  Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  and  went  into  service  at 
Spring  Creek,  in  that  State.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  but  was  afterward  discharged  at  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  being  under  age.  He  remained  inactive 
for  about  four  months,  a portion  of  the  time  being 
sick  with  typhoid  fever;  but  after  recovering  he 
enlisted  in  the  State  Militia  of  Mississippi,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Fifteenth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry, under  Gen.  Forre.st,  and  remained  with  him 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  returned  to  Ten 
nessee  in  1866,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  saw'-milling,  and  also  followed  lail- 
roading,  being  on  the  Belmont  branch  of  the  Iron 
Mountain  road  from  1874  to  1880,  with  headquarters 
at  Columbus,  Ky.  From  that  time  until  1882  he 
was  in  the  Government  employ,  working  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  made  his  headquarters  at  Plum 
Point,  Tenn.  In  the  spring  of  1883  he  came  to 
Marked  Tree,  Ark.,  and  after  following  the  occupa- 
tion of  saw-milling  for  one  year  he  went  to  Harris- 
burg, and  embarked  in  the  hotel  and  livery  busi- 
ness. This  enterprise  he  abandoned  in  1885.  and 
removed  to  Cross  County,  where  he  followed  mill- 
ing, but  returned  in  1886  to  Marked  Tree.  Here 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  since  September, 

I 1888,  he  has  held  the  office  of  magistrate,  and 
i since  May  of  the  same  year  has  been  postmaster  at 
the  office  called  Perkins.  He  belongs  to  the  school 
board  in  District  No.  14.  and  has  always  taken  an 
interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  education,  being 
now  the  president  of  the  Union  Debating  Socii'ty. 
He  was  married  in  Madison  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1869,  to  Miss  Nancy  Ann  Williford,  of  that  State, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  Columbus.  Ky.,  October 
1,  1880.  She  left  two  children;  Wyatt  Jefferson 
and  Martha  Ada  (Mrs.  Lucas),  both  of  Paragouhl. 
In  November,  1883.  Mr.  Beatty  wedded,  in  Harris- 
burg, Miss  Cynthia  Ann  INlaynard.  a native  of  Ten 
nessee.  She  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Since  the  construction  of  the  railroad  through  Iht 
tie  River  Township  land  has  greatly  increased  in 
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value,  and  it  i.s  only  a question  of  a few  years  when 
this  township  will  he  one  of  the  best  farming  regions 
in  the  county. 

Elijah  Bennett,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Buf- 
falo Lick,  Ark.  All  his  life  Mr.  Bennett  has  fol- 
lowed, with  substantial  success,  the  occupation  to 
which  he  was  reared  and  in  which  he  is  now  en- 
gaged-farming— and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
prominent  tillers  of  the  soil  in  Greenfield  Town 
ship.  He  is  the  fourth  in  a family  of  ten  children 
born  to  Thomas  and  Martha  (Rollins)  Bennett,  na- 
tives of  Alabama.  Thomas  Bennett  was  a farmer, 
and  in  this  occupation  continued  all  his  life.  He 
came  to  Craighead  County  in  1867,  settled  near 
Jonesboro,  and  bought  a tract  of  paidly  improved 
land,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  1882. 
His  excellent  wife  stills  survives  him.  and  resides 
in  Craighead  County.  Elijah  Bennett  was  born  in 
Russell  County,  Ala.,  in  1839.  and,  naturally  per- 
haps, early  exhibited  taste  for  farm  life,  which  was 
cultivated  on  a tract  of  land  in  Alabama.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Cal- 
houn County,  and  in  1861  was  married,  in  Chambers 
County  of  that  State,  to  Miss  Celia  Smith,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama.  Her  death  occurred  in  1873, 
and  she  left  four  children:  J.  F.,  W.  W. , Lutie 
(now  Mrs.  Smith)  and  Robert.  In  1861,  the  same 
year  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bennett  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Earl’s  Company  Second  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  en- 
tered the  service  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  in  Fergu- 
son’s Brigade.  He  was  on  skirmish  duty  most  of 
the  time,  but  was  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 
He  was  paroled  at  Augusta,  Ga. . in  1865,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Alabama,  and  in  1869  emi- 
grated to  Poinsett  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
timber  tract  of  160  acres.  He  at  once  commenced 
to  improve  forty  acres,  and  is  now  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative farmers  of  the  county.  He  raises  con- 
siderable stock,  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  etc.,  and 
makes  a success  of  this.  He  was  married  again  in 
1874,  to  Delia  Goodlow,  a native  of  Harrisburg, 
Ark.,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1876.  Mr.  Ben- 
nett’s third  marriage  took  place  in  Craighead 
County,  in  1879,  to  Miss  Martha  Wimpey,  a native 
of  Floyd  County,  Ga.  Her  father  moved  to  Craig- 
head County,  Ark.,  when  she  was  quite  young. 


Eight  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Lydia, 

Thomas,  John,  Isabella,  Jennie,  Ella,  Elsie  and 
R.  Zella.  Mr.  Bennett,  though  not  an  office-seeker, 
takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  also  takes  great  interest  in 
school  matters,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  a member  of  the  Agricultural 
Wheel,  and  is  a substantial  supporter  of  all  public 
enterprises.  Mrs.  Bennett  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Bledsoe  & Tillery,  dealers  in  general  merchan- 
dise, also  millers  and  ginners.  Bay  Village,  Ark. 
The  field  of  enterprise  opened  up  in  the  mercantile 
line  is  a large  one,  and  many  prominent  citizens  of 
Bay  Village  are  engaged  therein.  Among  the 
representative  houses  that  of  Bledsoe  & Tillery  is 
entitled  to  due  recognition.  The  above  firm  was 
established  in  Bay  Village  in  1884,  by  the  present 
proprietors,  who  bought  out  Stone,  Shaver  & Co., 
and  since  then  they  have  refitted  the  machinery, 
and  made  everything  new  except  the  corn  buhrs. 
The  individual  members  of  the  firm  are  W.  L.  Bled- 
soe and  F.  F.  Tillery,  the  former  being  the  senior 
member.  He  was  born  on  the  18th  of  July,  1849, 
and  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  Nichols  (Jen- 
nings) Bledsoe,  natives  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  father 
was  an  enterprising  agriculturist,  and  in  his  polit 
ical  views  affiliated  with  the  Whig  party.  He  was 
the  fat’ner  of  three  children:  Sarah  A.,  who  died  in 
1883,  was  the  wife  of  D.  H.  Pitman;  Susan  F.,  is 
the  wife  of  G.  H.  Grubbs,  a farmer,  and  lives  in 
Lincoln  County,  Tenn. , and  William  L.,  one  of 
the  subjects  of  this  sketch.  He  was  left  fatherless 
at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  during  the  ten  years 
of  his  mother’s  widowhood  he  remained  with  her, 
and  secured  but  a limited  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  After  her  second  marriage,  in  1868. 
he  started  out  on  the  broad  highway  of  life  for 
himself,  and  became  a sturdy  son  of  toil,  continu- 
ing at  this  in  Tennessee  for  ten  years.  In  Febru 
ary,  lv870,  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Calister 
51oore,  daughter  of  James  and  5Iartha  Moore,  na- 
tives of  Marshall  County,  Tenn.  This  happy 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Wil- 
lie. James  and  Orah.  Their  mother  died  in  l'sS6. 
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aad  Mr.  Bledsoe  took  for  hjs  second  wife  Miss  i 
Fannie  Roy,  daughter  of  Judge  Roy,  and  a native 
of  Tennessee.  Two  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
marriage;  Maud  and  Elmer.  In  1878  Mr.  Bled-  I 
soe  left  the  farm  and  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, which  he  carried  on  in  Middle  Tennessee  for 
two  years.  In  1880  ho  moved  to  Harrisburg, 
Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  tilled  the  soil  here  for  a 
year,  and  then  moved  to  Bay  Village,  where  he 
still  continued  farming.  Three  years  later  he  en- 
gaged in  his  present  business,  and  is  making  a 
success  of  the  same,  having  erected  new  buildings 
etc.,  and  secured  a lucrative  patronage.  The  firm 
own  a tract  of  land  of  sixty-three  acres,  and  are  , 
engaged  extensively  in  the  raising  and  selling  of  : 
stock.  They  also  farm  extensively,  and  have  this 
year  over  150  acres  of  cotton,  seventy-tive  acres 
in  connection  in  Poinsett  County.  Aside  from 
this  they  own  live  acres  in  Bay  Village,  and  210 
acres,  180  under  cultivation.  In  their  mercantile  ' 
business  they  carry  a stock  of  goods  valued  at 
$2,000,  and  their  annual  sales  equal  §20,000.  | 
F.  F.  Tillery,  junior  member  of  the  above  men-  > 
tinned  firm,  was  born  October  16,  1856,  in  Ala-  ' 
bama,  but  was  reared  in  Middle  Tennessee,  w'here 
he  received  but  a limited  education.  His  parents, 
William  and  Jane  (Cunningham)  Tillery,  were  also 
natives  of  Alabama.  William  Tillery  followed  till- 
ing the  soil  in  early  life,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years,  being  fairly  well  educated,  he  entered  the 
ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  work  he  continued  with  successful  results 
for  thirty  five  years,  or  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1863.  " He  w'as  an  honored  member  of 
both  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  fraternities, 
and  was  a much  revered  gentleman.  Although  he 
never  enlisted  in  the  service,  he  went  with  those 
of  the  soldiers  with  whom  he  w'as  acquainted  to 
wait  upon  and  attend  to  their  wants,  and  died 
while  thus  striving  to  do  good.  Mrs.  Tillery  sur- 
vived her  husband  twenty-five  years,  reared  her 
children  to  maturity,  and  during  the  last  five  years 
of  her  life  lived  happily  with  them.  She  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episco{>al  Church  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  and  lived  a con.sistent  member  of  the 
same  until  her  death,  in  1888,  having  been  a mem- 


ber of  the  same  for  fifty-four  years.  She  reared  her 
family  at  a time  when  educational  opportunities 
were  very  limited,  and  the  training  and  instruc- 
tion she  gave  them  were  all  they  ever  received.  F. 
F.  Tillery  was  the  twelfth  of  thirteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living — six  daughters 
and  one  son — all  married,  viz. : JIrs.  Francis  Van 
Martindale,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  McKenney,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Roper,  5Irs.  Mary  Bledsoe,  Mrs.  Harriet 
Smith  and  Mrs,  Julia  Goodloe,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  only  son  living.  He  staiieil  out 


ploy  of  a saw  mill  man,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  some  time.  After  this  he  embarked  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  continued  at  this  irntil  No- 
vember 30,  1880,  when  he  made  a visit  to  Harris- 
burg, and  although  he  had  no  intention  of  a per- 
manent stay,  his  practical  eye  soon  saw  that  right 
there  was  a chance  for  a man  with  progressive 
ideas  to  make  a start  in  life.  He  first  began  by 
teaming,  and  in  connection  with  this  carried  on 
farming  and  trading,  w’hich  he  continued  until 
1884.  He  then  embarked  in  merchandising  with 
Mr.  W.  L.  Bledsoe,  at  Bay  Village.  On  Febrii 
ary  14,  1879,  he  was  first  married  to  Miss  Lebecca 
Merrill,  who  was  a daughter  of  Garrett  and  Am}- 
(Walker)  MeiTill,  natives  of  Alabama  and  Middle 
Tennessee,  respectively.  Mrs.  Tillery  lived  about 
twenty -three  days  after  marriage,  and  in  FeVuu- 
ary,  1880,  Mr.  Tillery  married  Miss  Mellie  A. 
Merrill,  sister  to  his  first  wife.  They  have  the 
following  family;  Mary  F.,  Robert  Leo.  IMinnie 
O. , Arthur  B. , Tillie  M. , died  in  infancy;  Willy 
D.  and  Pearl.  Mr.  Tiller}-  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Tillery. 

Theo  Brownfield  is  one  of  the  progressive,  in- 
telligent and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Poinsett 
County,  and  was  born  in  Warren  County,  [Middle 
Tennes.see,  in  1846,  and  of  his  parents’  nine  chil- 
dren he  was  the  eldest.  His  youthful  days  were 
spent  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  he  received  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of  Jackson 
County.  He  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  In- 
driving  stock  through  Illinois,  Iowa  and  [Minne- 
sota, but  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
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! Jackson  County,  111.,  in  1805,  to  Miss  Ellen  Dale, 

' he  settled  down  to  farming.  Growing  dissatisfied 
with  that  location,  and  thinking  he  could  better  his 
financial  condition,  he  came  to  Harrisburg,  Ark., 
in  November,  1869,  and,  after  residing  in  the  town 
! for  one  month,  he  purchased  a timber  tract  of  160 
acres,  in  Greenfield  Township,  and  in  a compara- 
tively short  time  had  forty  acres  fenced  and  partly 
cleared.  He  sold  this  property  in  1872.  however, 
and  bought  another  farm,  adding,  in  ISSl.  eighty 
acres  more — this  being  the  farm  on  w’hich  he  is 
now  residing.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  belongs  to  the  school 
board  of  his  district,  the  .Agricultural  Wheel,  and 
is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  184,  of  the  A.  F.  & A. 
M.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  the,  following 
family:  Fayette,  William  and  Oscar  (twins),  Mary 
Edna  and  Anna — living;  those  deceased  are  Free- 
man A.,  whose  death  occurred  in  1882;  Zella  S., 
who  died  in  1875,  and  Estella,  whose  death  oc- 
I curred  in  1879.  Mr.  Brownfield  is  a son  of  Robert 
and  Edna  (Kerby)  Brownfield,  the  former  a native 
of  Alabama,  and  the  latter  of  Warren  County, 
Tenn.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  State,  and 
in  1849  emigrated  to  Marion  County,  111.  After  a 
short  residence  in  St.  Francis  County,  Mo.,  they 
returned  to  Illinois,  in  1852,  and  resided  there  and 
in  Jackson  County  until  1865,  and  from  that  time 
until  the  father’s  death,  in  1875,  they  resided  in 
Clay  County.  The  mother  died  in  February,  1862. 

Mrs.  Isabella  F.  Burt,  is  the  relict  of  John  M. 
Burt,  who  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1807. 
j Her  father,  John,  and  her  mother,  formerly  Letta 

I Meltage,  were  born  in  Rutherford  County,  N.  C. , 

, and  moved  to  Northern  Alabama  about  1825,  in 

which  State  the  father’s  death  occurred  in  1840, 
his  death  being  preceded  by  his  wife’s  about  one 
' year.  He  was  a hatter  by  trade,  but  also  followed 

I the  occupation  of  farming,  and  he  and  his  wife 

i were  active  and  worthy  workers  in  the  Methodist 

j Episcopal  Church,  South.  Their  children  were  as 

follows:  William,  who  was  born  about  1810,  was  a 

fanner  by  occupation,  and  about  1856  came  to  Cross 
I County,  Ark.  He  was  a blaster  IMason,  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  tiecame  the 
father  of  a large  family  of  children,  seven  of  whom 
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live  in  Cross  County  at  the  present  time.  He  died 
in  1859;  Isabella  F.  (Mrs.  Burt),  was  their  second 
child,  and  Rachel,  their  last,  she  being  the  widow 
of  Allen  Burt,  a farmer  who  died  in  Louisana  in 
1851.  His  wife  and  six  children  survive  him,  and 
in  the  year  1856.  came  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark., 
and  here  the  mother  is  still  liviucr  at  the  acre  of 

O O 

seventy-seven  years.  Mrs.  Isabella  F.  Burt  spent 
her  girlhood  days  in  her  native  State,  and  there 
received  a good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
In  December,  1829,  she  was  married  to  John  M. 
Burt,  a son  of  William  and  Mehathalona  (Mosely) 
Burt,  whose  native  State  w’as  South  Carolina. 
They  were  farmers  there,  and  in  1856  moved  to 
Arkansas,  where  they  became  the  owners  of  640 
acres  of  land,  and  at  the  time  of  the  father’s  death, 
in  1861,  they  had  about  130  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. To  them  were  born  four  children:  Martha 

A.,  wife  of  J.  H.  Hall,  a sketch  of  their  son,  John 
AV.  Hall,  being  given  in  this  work;  Mary  J..  wife 
of  Eli  A.  Bradner  (she  died  in  1870,  and  her 
husband  and  four  children  survive  her):  Lucy  I., 
who  first  married  Green  Hall,  and  afterward 
Thomas  AVh  Eskridge,  and  died  in  October,  1874. 
and  John  W. , who  died  in  Alabama  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  Mrs.  Isabella  Burt  can  distinctly  re- 
member many  interesting  anecdotes  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  Poinsett  County,  and  can  re- 
member when  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  their  nearest 
market  of  any  importance,  and  when  ‘’Old  Farm 
Hill”  was  the  nearest  clrurch,  and  Old  Bolivar  the 
county  seat.  The  houses  of  the  settlers  were 
mostly  of  logs,  hand-sawed  by  the  men,  and  Mrs. 
Burt’s  old  home  contains  a floor  of  split  logs,  and 
another  of  whipsawed  logs.  Their  clothing  was 
all  home-made,  and  a .suit  of  jeans  was  considered 
a very  stylish  attire  in  those  days.  Mrs.  Burt  was 
left  a widow  with  four  children,  just  on  the  eve  of 
the  late  war,  and  during  that  time,  her  slaves, 
numbering  about  twenty-five,  left  her.  Owing  to 
the  respect  anti  liking,  which  her  intelligence  and 
kindly  manners  always  inspired,  she  w’as  left  un- 
molested by  the  Union  soldiers,  and  devoted  her- 
self to  rearing  her  children,  and  the  manner  in 
which  this  noble  woman  fulfilled  her  trust  is  evi- 
dent in  looking  upon  ber  children  who  have  grow  n 
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to  mature  years.  She  is  remarkably  well  preserved 
in  years,  the  “ravages  of  time’’  having  had  but 
little  effect  upon  her  vigorous  intellect.  Since 
1874,  she  has  been  spending  her  time  under  the 
loving  care  of  her  children  and  grandchildren, 
and  is  at  present  making  her  home  with  her  grand- 
son, John  W.  Hall. 

D.  C.  & I.  R.  Cole  are  prominent  lumber 
manufacturers  of  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and  have 
been  established  in  business  since  May,  1880,  their  j 
mill  having  a capacity  of  1,500,000  feet  per  year. 
They  are  situated  two  and  one- half  miles  north  of 
Harrisburg,  and  have  their  own  tramway  of  three 
and  one-half  miles,  and  employ  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  men,  to  whom  they  aim  to  give  employment 
the  year  round.  Isaac  R.  Cole,  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
in  1833,  and  inherits  a fair  share  of  the  energy  and 
push  which  are  so  characteristic  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  State.  He  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children 
born  to  James  and  Sarah  (Rupple)  Cole,  who  were 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  respect- 
ively; at  an  early  day  they  settled  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio,  and  in  February,  1836,  emigrated  overland 
to  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. , where  they  settled  on 
a farm  and  made  their  home  the  remainder  of  their 
days,  the  former's  death  occurring  in  July,  1856, 
and  the  latter's  in  October.  1860.  In  this  county 
and  State  Isaac  R.  Cole  received  his  education  and 
was  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  farm  work. 
After  having  farmed  for  himself  for  a number  of 
years  he,  in  1871,  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
in  North  Liberty,  Liberty  Township,  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  in  1886  moved  his  mill  to  Poinsett  | 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  his  present  plant.  Be-  | 
ing  a man  of  excellent  business  qualifications  and  j 
experience,  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  business  I 
and  readily  disposes  of  immense  quantities  of  lum-  j 
ber  annually,  as  his  shipping  facilities  are  good.  | 
In  1856  he  was  married,  in  the  “ Hoosier  State,”  j 
to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Rush,  but  she  was  called  to  her  ' 
long  home  three  years  later,  leaving  a son,  James  i 
Arthur-.  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Reamer  became  Mr.  i 
Cole’s  second  wife,  their  union  taking  place  in 
1860.  She  was  born  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
she  and  Mr.  Cole  have  an  interesting  little  family 


of  three  children;  Alma  Alice  (Mrs.  Nelson,  a 
resident  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.),  Benjamin 
F.  and  Mabel  B.  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch,  at 
North  Liberty,  Ind.,  and  he  was  Worshipful  Mas 
ter  of  Lodge  No.  260,  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , at 
North  Liberty,  Ind.  During  his  residence  in  this 
county  (since  1886)  he  has  noticed  a gradual  im- 
provement each  year,  and  has  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  promoting  the  growth  and  improvement 
of  the  same.  Churches  and  schools  ahvays  receive 
his  patronage,  and  on  his  and  his  brother’s  land, 
which  amounts  to  2,600  acres,  many  homes  are 
being  erected  and  clearings  made,  ami  a school- 

O O’ 

house  will  soon  be  erected  thereon. 

L.  J.  Collins,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  Poinsett  County's 
most  trustworthy  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  as 
he  has  obtained  a liberal  share  of  public  favor,  it  is 
one  of  the  best  of  proofs  of  his  skill  and  care.  He 
was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ky. , in  1857,  and  is 
the  third  in  a family  of  three  children,  born  to 
Leroy  and  Evaline  (Murphy)  Collins,  who  were 
Tennesseeans,  and  emigrated  to  Fulton.  Fulton 
County,  Ky.,  at  an  early  day,  where  the  father 
followed  the  trade  of  a mechanic.  He  still  resides 
in  Fulton,  but  his  wife  died  many  years  ago.  when 
our  subject  was  but  a small  lad.  L.  J.  Collins 
was  taken  to  Carroll  County,  Tenn.,  after  his 
mother's  death,  and  there  remained  until  he  at- 
tained his  eighth  year,  when  he  returned  to  Ful 
ton  County,  Ky.,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  county.  From  earliest  manhood  the  study 
of  medicine  always  had  a fascination  for  him.  and 
he  determined  to  make  that  his  calling  throuorh 
life;  and  in  order  to  fit  himself  for  active  work  he 
entered  the  Hospital  Medical  College  of  Louisville. 
Ky. , and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in 
1877.  His  first  experience  as  a practitioner  was 
gained  in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  but  he  only 
remained  there  a short  time  when  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Wittsburg,  Cross 
County,  Ark.  After  a short  stay  of  three  months 
in  this  place  he  located  in  Bay  "V'dlage  of  the  .same 
county,  remaining  here  until  the  first  of  Jannarv, 

I 1881,  when  he  came  to  his  present  location,  and 
I has  a paying  practice  in  the  town  and  surrounding 
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.country.  He  bus  been  an  active  politician  for  years, 
and  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  in 
1888,  was  elected  by  that  party  to  the  State  legis- 
lature from  Poinsett  County,  and  is  now  ably  dis- 
charging the  duties  incumbent  upon  this  office. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In 
1870  he  was  married,  in  Hardeman  County,  Tenn. , 
to  Miss  Amanda  Hurst,  a native  of  Hardeman 
County,  Tenn.  To  their  union  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children;  Henry,  Dixie  and  LaFayette. 
Although  the  Doctor  has  resided  here  onlv  a few 
years,  he  has  noticed  a decided  change  for  the  bet- 
ter in  the  public-school  system,  and  in  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  county. 

A.  A.  Coppage,  clerk  of  the  coimty  and  pro- 
bate court,  and  also  county  recorder,  was  born  in 
Marion  County,  Ky.,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
1847,  being  the  seventh  of  twelve  children  born 
to  the  union  of  Hardin  Coppage  and  Sally  C. 
Robertson,  both  natives  of  Marion  County,  Ky. , 

! the  foi'iuer  a farmer  and  stock  dealer  by  occupa- 
I tion.  He  died  in  Davis  County,  Ky..  in  1886,  at 
I the  age  of  seventy- five  years,  his  excellent  wife’s 

death  occurring  two  years  earlier.  A.  A Coppage 
received  the  education  and  rearing  which  usually 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  farmer’s  boy,  and  in  April, 
1877,  he  left  home  and  came  to  Greene  County, 
Ark.,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising at  Bethel,  and  after  .successfully  con- 
tinuing there  for  three  years  he  moved  to  Harris- 
burg. He  had  also  been  engaged  in  teaching 
school  while  in  Greene  County,  and  after  his  locat- 
ing in  Poinsett  County,  he  w'as  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  deputy  county  clerk,  serving  from  1883  to 
November,  1888,  and  discharged  his  duties  in  so 
efficient  a manner  that  in  the  fall  of  the  latter  year 
he  was  elected  to  his  present  office.  By  appoint- 
ment he  was  made  county  judge  in  1884,  and  filled 
the  position  with  ability  for  six  months.  He  has 
shown  his  approval  of  secret  organizations  by  be- 
coming a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  holding  the  position  of  secretary  in 
the  latter.  He  was  married  at  Bethel,  Greene 
1 County,  Ark.,  in  1880,  to  Mrs.  Bettie  Going,  form- 
erly Betty  Sloan,  a native  of  East  Tennessee.  reared 
j in  Poinsett  County,  Ark.  Three  children  have 


been  born  to  their  union;  Etlie  and  Abbie,  l>eing 
the  only  ones  living.  He  has  two  step-children; 
Clyde  and  Alay  Going. 

Prof.  Robert  L.  Cowan,  educator,  Harrisburg,  ! 

I 

Ark.  Originally  from  Warrick  County,  Ind. , | 

where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  14th  of  March,  | 
1852,  Prof.  Cowan  is  possessed  of  those  advanced  i 
ideas  and  progressive  principles  regarding  educa- 
tional matters  which  make  his  name  familiar 
throughout  this  part  of  the  State.  His  parents, 
j Rev.  John  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Knight)  Cowan,  were  ! 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Indiana,  respectively.  j 
The  father  was  a graduate  of  Princeton  College,  j 
New  J ersey,  and  about  1849  or  1850  he  was  ordained  j 
to  the  Pre.sbyterian  ministry.  He  at  once  re-  • 
! ceived  the  appointment  of  principal  of  Newburg  | 
Academy,  at  Newburg,  Ind.,  which  position  he  ' 
filled  with  honor  until  1858,  when  he  was  made 
financial  agent  of  Union  College,  at  Virginia,  Cass 
County,  111.  He  remained  in  this  position  until 
near  the  close  of  his  life,  in  1865.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen,  in  company  with  two  others  of  about  the 
same  age,  he  rode  from  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  to 
Texas,  and  wms  forty  days  making  the  journey. 
They  lost  themselves  in  the  wild  and  unbroken  for- 
ests of  Eastern  Arkansas,  wandered  around  for  sev- 
eral days,  and  at  last  found  Crowley’s  Ridge, 
which  they  followed  north  for  some  distance;  then 
crossed  over  White  River  Valley,  thence  south  to 


were  near  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Little  ! 
Rock.  From  there  they  went  to  Shreveport,  and 
then  to  Texas.  Mr.  Cowan  remained  in  that  State  I 
for  four  years,  and  during  that  time  served  as  a 1 
soldier  in  the  Texan  army.  He  was  wounded  by  ' 
arrows,  and  carried  the  scars  to  his  grave.  As  pav 
for  his  services  in  the  army  he  received  a quarter 
of  a league  of  Texas  land  (about  320  acres).  In  | 
the  meantime  he  had  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  sent  by  the  presbytery  to  attend 
I Princeton  College,  as  before  stated.  Prof.  Cow- 
I an’s  paternal  grandfather.  David  Cowan,  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  a farmer  by  occupation; 
was  one  of  Gen.  Jackson’s  soldiers  in  the  battle  of  ! 
New  Orleans,  and  met  his  death  by  being  accident-  ; 
allv  shot  during  a bear  hunt  in  1882.  His  father,  ! 
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John  Cowan,  was  a native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
and  an  early  settler  of  Virginia,  although  later  in 
life  he  drifted  westward  to  Tennessee.  His  brother, 
David  Cowan,  came  to  America  with  him,  and 
made  his  home  in  Pennsylvania.  His  sou,  Edgar 
Cow’an,  was  United  States  senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania during  the  war.  Prof.  Cowan’s  maternal 
grandfather,  Isaac  Knight,  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  emigrated  with  his  father,  Abraham 
Knight,  to  Henderson,  Ky. , in  the  year  1790.  Two 
years  later  he  was  captured  by  the  Indians,  by 
whom  he  was  kept  a pri.soner  fur  two  and  a half 
years.  He  then  escaped  in  the  Straits  of  Macki- 
naw, by  being  hidden  on  a English  trading  vessel 
by  a colored  cook.  He  lauded  on  terra  firma  in 
Detroit,  and  made  his  way  home,  after  a perilous 
trip  of  six  months.  He  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  opened  up  several  large  farms  in  South- 
ern Indiana.  His  death  occurred  in  1858.  Rev. 
John  D.  Cowan  and  Elizabeth  Knight  were  mar- 
ried on  the  20th  of  May,  1851,  and  Prof.  Robert 
L.  Cowan  is  their  only  child.  His  mother  died  on 
the  19th  of  August,  1854,  and  the  father  was 
married  the  second  time  on  the  28th  of  December. 
1859,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bell,  daughter  of  A.  \V. 
Bell,  a prominent  farmer  of  Central  Illinois.  To 
this  union  was  born  one  child,  Alex.  B. , whose  i 
birth  occurred  on  the  2d  of  March,  1801,  and  who 
is  married  and  has  two  children.  He  is  the  pres- 
ent manager  of  the  Western  Pmion  Telegraph 
Company,  at  Quincy,  111.,  and  he,  with  his  son, 
four  years  of  age,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
are  the  only  survivors  bearing  the  family  name. 
Prof.  Cowan  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  poring 
over  his  books  at  home,  and  later  attended  the 
Presbyterian  Academy  in  Macon  County,  111.  Af- 
ter completing  his  studies  in  that  college,  in  1875, 
he  went  to  Evansville,  lud.,  and  tilled  the  position 
of  professor  in  the  scientific  department  of  the 
public  high  school  of  that  city  for  five  years.  In 
1880  he  was  elected  county  examiner  of  Vander- 
burgh County,  which  position  he  held  until  1888, 
and  then  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  engi- 
neer of  the  Danville,  Olney  & Ohio  Railroad, 
while  making  the  survey  from  Olney  to  Paducah. 
Ky.  After  this  he  was  an  engiiieer  in  the  sub-ma- 


rine  work  in  the  building  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Ohio  River,  at  Henderson,  Ky.  Following  this 
Prof.  Cowan  was  assistant  engineer  in  the  Imilding 
of  the  Toledo,  Cincinnati  A St.  Louis  Railroad, 
between  Toledo,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis.  He 
then  returned  to  Decatur  in  poor  health,  and  re- 
mained in  that  city  one  year,  when,  in  November, 

' 188b,  he  came  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.  .\fter  lo- 
; eating  here  he  followed  the  timber  business,  and 
j then  engaged  in  teaching,  having  charge  of  the 
Harrisburg  schools  in  1887  and  1889.  His  mar- 

! 

riage  occurred  on  the  20th  of  December,  1889,  to 
Miss  Maud  Sloan,  daughter  of  Judge  G.  W. 
Sloan,  who  keeps  a hotel  and  is  undertaker  at  Har 
risburg.  Prof.  Cowan  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  Mrs.  Cowan  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a member  of 
■ the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Lodge  No.  64,  Evansville,  and 
holds  the  position  of  reporter  of  Lodge  No.  3380, 
Knights  of  Honor  (Bolivar  Lodge).  He  takes  an 
I active  part  in  politics,  votes  with  the  Repu’olican 
party,  is  chairman  of  his  county  committee,  and  is 
a member  of  both  the  State  Central  and  Congres- 
sional committees.  He  takes  an 'active  interest  in 
and  gives  his  support  to  all  public  enterprises. 

L.  H.  Davis,  M.  D.,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Harrisburg,  Ark.  The  above  mentioned  gentleman 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  prominent  phy- 
sicians in  Poinsett  County,  and  is  ever  to  be  found 
by  the  bedside  of  sick  and  suffering  humanity.  He 
w'as  born  in  Ozark  County,  Mo. , on  the  22d  of 
December,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Newland  A. 
and  Eliza  N.  (Drake)  Davis,  natives  of  Tennessee. 
[For  further  particulars  of  parents  see  sketch  of 
John  C.  Davis.]  Dr.  L.  H.  Davis  was  the  fifth  of 
six  living  children  born  to  his  parents  and  their 
names  appear  in  the  following  order:  Mrs.  E. 
Frierson,  wife  of  J.  C.  Frierson,  and  now  residing 
in  Jonesboro,  Ark.  ; Mrs.  Alice  Legg,  wife  of  D. 
H.  Legg,  who  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Cross  County,  and  is  magistrate  of  that 
county;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gillilaml,  wife  of  tlie  present 
school  commissioner  of  Poinsett  County;  Thomas 
L.,  married  and  living  in  Harrisburg,  is  a medical 
student;  L.  H. , and  John  C.,  a druggist  at  Harris- 
burg. Dr.  L.  H.  Davis  alwavs  had  delicate  In-alth. 
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and  spent  much  of  bis  time  during  boyhood  in 
■ attending  school.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
j he  entered  as  clei’k  the  drugstore  of  Dr.  D.  A. 
Graves  at  Forest  City,  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
tion for  three  years.  During  his  twenty-first  year 
the  Doctor  taught  school  in  Woodruff  County  at 
Pumpkin  Bend,  and  at  the  same  time  began  the 
study  of  medicine.  The  following  year  he  read 
medicine  under  the  tutelage  of  I r.  Whitsett,  at 
Marion,  Ark  , and  during  1882  and  1883  he  at- 
tended the  Memphis  Medical  College  He  then 
practiced  one  year  in  the  Little  Biver  Country,  in 
Eastern  Poinsett  County,  after  which  he  returned 
to  the  same  college  and  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1885.  In  the  same  year  he  came  to  Bay  Village, 
Cross  County,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  continued  for  eighteen  months. 
He  then  came  to  Harrisburg,  where  he  has  remained 
ever  since,  and  where  he  enjoys  a large  and  paying 
practice.  In  February,  1887,  he  wedded  Miss 
Lillian  Florence  Watkins,  daughter  of  Prof.  Wat- 
kins, president  of  Marshall  Institute.  They  were 
married  at  Memphis,  where  Mrs.  Davis’  family 
still  reside.  Mrs.  Davis’  sister,  !Mrs.  Fanny  Ander- 
son, of  Millington,  Tenn. , is  the  possessor  of  one 
of  the  most  noted  madstones  in  that  State.  It  is 
an  heirloom  of  the  Watkins  family.  To  the  Doc- 
tor and  wife  has  been  born  one  child,  Willie 
Mary  W.,  a sweet  little  girl  of  about  twelve 
months.  Dr.  Davis  is  medical  examiner  and  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  H. , at  Harrisburg,  and  is  a 
conservative  Democrat. 

John  C.  Davis,  druggist  and  apothecary,  Har- 
risburg, Ark.  One  of  the  most  popular  and  eflS- 
cient  druggists  in  the  town  of  Harrisburg  is  Mr. 
John  C.  Davis,  whose  flourishing  establishment  is 
located  in  one  of  the  busiest  portions  of  that  town. 
He  established  his  present  business  in  1888.  and 
I carried  a general  stock  of  drugs,  patent  medicines 
and  fancy  groceries.  His  birth  occurred  on  the 
22d  of  September,  1867,  in  Crittenden  County, 
Ark.,  and  he  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  live 
I children  born  to  Dr.  N.  A.  and  Eliza  M.  (Drake) 

! Davis,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Dr.  N.  A.  Davis  was 
reared  in  the  country,  and  received  his  education  in 
I the  common  schools  of  Tennessee.  He  learned  the 


printer’s  trade,  and  followed  that  for  some  years, 
when  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College  in  the 
class  of  1850.  He  first  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Ozark,  Christian  County,  Mo. , and 
was  married  at  Bolivar,  Mo.,  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843,  to  Miss  Eliza  M.  Drake,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Anna  (Williams)  Drake,  natives  of  East 
Tennessee.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a distant  relative  of  J. 
Q.  Adams,  and  a second  cousin  of  Governor  Taylor, 
of  Tennessee.  After  his  marriage.  Dr.  Davis  re- 
moved to  Christian  County,  Mo. , where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1861.  He  was  outspoken  in 
all  his  political  views,  and  when  the  war  broke  out 
he  joined  Gen.  Price’s  army  as  surgeon,  and  held 
thaf  position  during  the  entire  struggle.  In  1866 
his  family  joined  him  in  Louisiana,  and  from  there 
they  moved  to  Crittenden  County,  Ark. , where  they 
made  their  home  until  1870.  In  that  year  they 
moved  to  Cross  County,  and  from  there,  in  1873, 
he  moved  to  Forest  City,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1876.  The  mother  remained  on  the  home  place 
until  1878,  and  then  made  her  home  with  her  son, 
JohnC.  Davis,  until  her  death,  in  1888.  The  latter 
was  reared  in  town,  and  spent  his  schoolboy  days 
in  Forest  City  and  the  schools  of  Marion  and  Crit- 
tenden Counties.  In  1882  he  entered  the  drug 
store  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  T.  C.  Whitsett,  of  Marion, 
as  a clerk,  and  continued  with  him  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  Jonesboro’,  and  worked  as  a clerk 
until  1886,  after  which  he  was  on  the  railroad  until 
February,  1887.  He  then  came  to  Harrisburg, 
and  purchased  a half  interest  in  the  drug  business 
of  M.  D.  Simmons  & Co.,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  March,  1888,  and  then  withdrew,  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  his  present  business,  which  he  is 
now  prosperously  conducting.  He  is  a conserva- 
tive Democrat,  and  gives  his  support  to  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  county. 

W.  R.  Dedman,  postmaster.  Greentield.  Ark. 
This  much  respected  citizen  has  been  postmaster 
at  the  above  mentioned  place  ever  since  the  othce 
was  established,  which  was  in  1886,  a flag  station 
on  the  Helena  branch  of  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
road. In  connection  with  his  official  duties  he 
is  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  an  occupa 
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tion  to  which  he  was  reared.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Madison  County,  Ala.,  in  1851,  and  he  was  the 
only  child  born  to  the  union  of  F.  D.  and  S.  A. 
(Thacker)  Dedrnan,  the  father  a native  of  Alabama, 
and  the  mother  of  Virginia.  F.  D.  Dedrnan  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  here 
tilled  the  soil.  In  1860,  he  emigrated  to  Poinsett 
County,  Ark.,  settled  in  Bolivar  Township,  entered 
land,  and  there  made  a permanent  home.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  residing  in  Craighead  County.  Ark.  W. 
R.  Dedrnan  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  i 
farm,  and  received  the  rudiments  of  an  education  i 
in  the  district  schools  of  Tennessee.  He  com 
menced  farming  for  himself  in  Poinsett  County, 
in  1869,  and  later  bought  a timber  tract  of  land  of 
200  acres,  which  he  immediately  commenced  im- 
proving, building  a good  frame  house,  setting  out  i 
an  oi’chard,  etc. , and  he  now  has  about  twenty- 
eight  acres  under  cultivation.  The  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad  runs  through  his  land.  Mr.  Dedrnan 
was  maiTied  in  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  1871,  to  i 
Miss  A.  H.  Schockley,  a native  of  Cherokee  County,  i 
Ala.,  and  the  daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Frances 
Schockley,  natives  of  Alabama.  Her  parents  came  ! 
to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  1869.  settled  in 
I Bolivar  Township,  and  there  purchased  land.  Her 
! father  died  in  1870,  but  the  mother  survives  him. 
and  is  residing  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Ded- 
man,  after  marriage,  settled  in  Bolivar  Township, 
and  in  1880  purchased  his  present  property.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  here  in  1886 
and  1887,  but  closed  out  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  mentioned  year.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active 
part  in  politics,  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  a prominent  man.  He  has  been  a member 
of  the  school  board  for  about  seven  years  or  more, 
and  has  held  other  offices  of  public  trust.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  White  Hall  Lodge,  No.  77, 

I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Harrisburg.  To  his  happy  mar- 
riage have  been  born  six  children:  Eudora,  Minnie 
Bell,  William  Oliver,  Ida  Lou,  Nellie  M.  and 
Sarah  Frances.  Mr.  Dedrnan  has  always  taken  an 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all  laudable 
enterprises. 

J.  A.  W.  Ellzey  is  salesman  and  book  keeper 


for  the  general  mercantile  hrm  of  A.  S.  Thorn 
A Co.,  of  Marked  Tree,  xA.rk.  He  was  born  in 
Pontotoc  County,  Miss.,  in  1851.  being  a son  of 
Dr.  James  Ellzey,  of  Georgia.  The  latter,  in  con- 
nection with  his  practice,  was  an  extensive  planter: 
he  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Martha 
A.  Stevens,  whose  birth-place  was  the  “Old  North 
State.”  The  father,  who  was  a Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, died  in  1869  in  Pontotoc  County,  Miss., 
whither  he  had  moved  at  an  early  day.  His  widow 
passed  from  life  in  1882.  To  them  were  born 
eleven  children.  Our  subject,  J.  A.  W.  Ellzey 
(one  of  the  seven  sons),  was  engaged  in  school 
teaching  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1879  he  went  to  Milam  County,  Tex., 
where  he  followed  the  same  occupation  for  nearly 
one  year.  In  November.  1879,  he  came  to  Poin- 
sett Countv,  Ark.,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching 
and  farming  up  to  1884,  when  he  accepted  his 
present  position  with  the  above  mentioned  firm. 
He  is  not  a very  active  politician,  but  usually  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  sociall}'  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order.  He  was  married  in  Poinsett 
County,  in  January,  1881,  to  Miss  Mollie  C.  Will- 
iams, who  was  born  in  Poinsett  County,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  B.  D.  and  A.  J.  (Mardis)  Williams, 
who  were  born  in  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  respect- 
ively. The  father’s  death  occurred  in  1862,  and 
his  widow,  now  Mrs.  Thorn,  still  survives  and 
makes  her  home  at  Marked  Tree,  x4rk.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ellzey  became  the  parents  of  live  children 
(three  of  whom  are  now  living);  Birdie;  Beatrice, 
w’ho  died  in  May.  1886:  Thaddeus  and  Willie 
(twins),  the  latter  dying  in  July,  1885.  and  Willie. 

Foster  Freeman  is  the  efficient  postmaster  at 
Harrisburg,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  consec- 
utive term,  having  previously  served  in  this  capac- 
ity under  Garfield’s  administration.  For  about 
twelve  years  he  was  editor  anti  proprietor  of  Free- 
man’s Express,  the  last  paper  being  issued  on  the 
15th  of  October,  1888.  He  was  born  in  Griffin, 
Ga. , in  1842,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a family  of  six 
children  born  to  Robert  K.  and  Mary  E.  (Sessions) 
Freeman,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  but  moved  to  Northern  Alabama  in  185(1. 
where  the  father  became  a well-known  medical 
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POINSETT  COUNTY. 


I practitioner.  In  1806  he  came  to  Jonesboro,  Ark. , 
j but  his  death  occurred  in  Poinsett  County,  two 
I years  later,  his  excellent  wife  surviving  him  until 
I 1888.  Their  children  are  L.  C.  (Mrs.  G.  W. 

^ Baxter,  residing  in  Stanton,  Tenn. ),  Robert  K. 
(deceased).  Mary  N.  (Mrs.  Griffin),  L.  D.  (who  re- 
sides at  Wynne,  and  is  editor  of  the  Wynne  Rip- 
saw), and  Foster.  From  his  earliest  recollections 
up  to  1861,  the  latter’s  time  was  occupied  with 
the  monotonous  duties  of  farm  life,  and  in  the 
meantime  he  acquired  a fair  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  Upon  the 
bursting  of  the  war  cloud  which  had  threatened 
the  country  for  some  time,  he  laid  down  the  im- 
plements of  farm  life  to  don  the  rebel  uniform, 
and  enlisted  from  St.  Clair  County,  Ala. , in  Com- 
pany A,  Tenth  Alabama  Volunteer  Infantry,  Con- 
federate States  Army,  and  w’ent  directly  to  Vir- 
ginia, becoming  a member  of  Wilcox’s  Brigade. 
He  was  in  the  entire  Virginia  campaign,  and  sur- 
rendered on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  at  Appomat- 
tox Court-House.  Mr.  Freeman  then  returned  to 
St.  Clair  County,  Ala. , and  was  married  there,  in 

1867,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Gib.son,  a native  of  that 
State.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  there  until 

1868,  when  he  removed  to  Tennessee,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  settled  in  Poinsett  County,  Ark. , where 

I he  purchased  and  improved  a farm  of  160  acres, 
i He  also  gave  considerable  of  his  attention  to  grist- 
I and  saw-milling,  but  recently  exchanged  his  mills 
for  the  old  homestead  in  Alabama.  He  is  rather 
conservative  in  politics,  but  usually  casts  his  vote 
1 with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  now  a member 
! of  the  county  central  committee;  he  has  been 
' county  school  examiner  two  terms,  and  in  this  ca- 
: pacity  did  much  to  raise  the  standard  of  schools. 

' He  has  always  been  interested  in  every  worthy 
I movement,  and  has  aided  materially  in  the  general 
I development  of  the  county.  He  is  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  184  of  the  A.  F.  Sc  A.  M. , and  is  now 
holding  the  position  of  secretary  of  that  lodge. 
He  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
the  following  children:  R.  L.,  Elizabeth  D.,  S.  C., 
Sally  B.  and  Fo.ster.  Elizabeth  D.  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Beards,  and  is  residing  in  the  county. 


W.  F.  Furnish  is  a farmer,  and  is  also  en 
gaged  in  the  saw-milling  business,  his  mill  being 
located  in  Bolivar  Township,  and  is  in  operation  I 
the  most  of  the  year,  giving  employment  to  about  ! 
nine  men.  Mr.  Furnish  was  born  at  Old  Bolivar, 
in  1846,  and  was  the  elder  of  two  children  born  to 
Parker  W.  and  Annice  (Smith)  Furnish,  who  w-ere 
born,  respectively,  in  Missouri  and  Tennessee. 
Parker  W.  Furnish  removed  to  Arkansas,  in  1844. 
while  still  a single  man,  but  was  married  soon  | 
after,  and  in  addition  to  opening  up  a farm  was  en- 
gaged in  carpentering  until  his  death,  which  oc-  ! 
curred  in  August,  1848,  he  being  killed.  His 
widow  survived  him  until  1885.  w'hen  she,  too,  | 
passed  to  her  long  home.  The  early  youth  of  our 
subject  was  spent  in  following  the  plow  and  in 
attending  the  district  schools,  where  he  acquired 
sufficient  education  to  tit  him  for  the  duties  of 
everyday  life,  and  from  the  age  of  fifteen  up  to  j 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  assisted  in  the  support 
of  his  mother.  He  was  married  in  1868  to  Miss 
Barthena  Ainsworth,  a daughter  of  Harrison  Ains-  ' 
worth,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Poinsett  County. 
The  year  following  her  death,  which  occurred  in  ' 
1872,  Mr.  Furnish  wedded  Miss  iMary  E.  Hall,  of 
Louisiana,  a daughter  of  Philip  and  Martha  ( Hicks ) 
Hall,  who  were  Tennesseeans,  and  came  to  Ar- 
kansas, in  1856,  engaging  in  farming.  Mr.  Fur- 
nish farmed  in  Bolivar  Township  until  1879,  then 
went  to  Dunklin  County,  Mo.,  remaining  there, 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  until  1880, 
when  he  returned  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and 
has  since  made  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  his 
home.  He  owns  160  acres,  with  fifty  under 
cultivation,  raising  corn,  and  also  stock.  He 
is  a Democrat,  and  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  77  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  served  in  the  Rebellion  from 
1863  until  the  close,  being  a member  of  \V.  G. 
Godfrey’s  company,  was  a participant  in  a 
num’oer,  of  skirmishes,  aud  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  he  returned  home.  He  aud  his  wife  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Valter  Lee.  James 
Logan,  Willie  Gertrude  aud  Thomas  Richmond. 

He  has  also  taken  to  raise  three  children  belouirin<r 
to  his  wife’s  brother:  Martha  Elizabeth.  Thomas 
Joiner  aud  Philip  Addison. 
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Gant  Bros.,  general  merchants,  Harrisburg, 
Ark.  One  of  the  leading  characteristics  of  our 
commercial  fabric  is  the  size  and  extent  of  the 
mercantile  business  in  the  various  cities  of  Poinsett 
County.  A vast  capital  is  invested  in  this  import- 
ant industry,  and  many  persons  are  furnished  re- 
munerative emidoyment.  Among  the  leading  es- 
tablishments of  this  kind,  none  are  more  deserving 
of  more  favorable  mention  and  consideration  than 
that  of  Gant  Bros.,  the  individual  members  of 
the  firm  being  J.  G. , J.  B.  and  J.  W.  Gant. 
They  are  the  sons  of  J ames  W.  and  Sarah  (Keller j 
Gant,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina, 
respectively.  The  parents  were  married  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1852,  and  the  father  opened  a drug 
store  in  Memphis,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
until  1856,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
what  is  now  Craighead  County,  Ark.,  where  he 
bought  land,  and  opened  up  a large  plantation. 
In  1857  he  was  elected  school  commissioner,  served 
one  term,  and  after  this  he  acted  as  surveyor  and 
sheriff  until  1861.  He  was  then  appointed  as 
Government  purchasing  agent,  serving  in  that 
capacity  until  his  death,  in  1863.  He  w'as  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a 
devout  Methodist.  He  was  noted  for  liberal  and 
progressive  ideas,  and  was  a strong  Democrat.  He 
was  one  of  eighteen  children,  and  his  brothers  are 
as  follows;  John,  farmer,  of  Texas;  Benjamin, 
presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  who  died  in  his  pulpit,  at  Nashville,  about 
1860;  Howard,  blacksmith,  in  Missouri;  William, 
merchant,  at  Spring  Hill,  Tenn.  There  are  a 
number  of  others  supposed  to  be  living,  but  their 
exact  location  is  not  known.  His  only  sister,  Mrs. 
Polly  Hall,  is  the  wife  of  a farmer,  and  lives  in 
Izard  County,  Ark.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Keller)  Gant  is 
the  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Julia  Keller,  natives 
of  South  Carolina.  Her  father  was  a tiller  of  the 
soil.  Mrs.  Gant  is  one  of  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  lived  to  Ije  grown,  and  these 
are  now  living:  John,  farmer;  Julia,  wife  of  Mr. 
Gayor,  and  is  living  at  luka,  Miss.;  Mattie  I., 
wife  of  Mr.  Hughes,  a hotel-keeper  at  Jonesboro, 
Ark.,  and  Henrietta  M.,  wife  of  Mr.  Whisenhunt, 
a farmerjof  Craighead  County,  Ark.  To  tlm  mar- 


riage of  James  W.  Gant  and  Miss  Sarah  Keller 
were  born  the  three  sons,  J.  G. , J.  B.  and  J.  W., 
and  one  daughter,  Julia  E.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Rooks, 
a hotel-keeper  at  Harrisburg,  Ark.  Mrs.  Gant 
was  left  a widow  just  on  the  eve  of  the  great  Civil 
War,  with  four  small  children  to  support.  How- 
ever, she  bravely  undertook  the  task,  and  first 
engaged  in  farming,  and  then  kept  a boarding 
house.  The  children  were  able  to  assi.st  her  after 
a little,  and  later  relieved  her  of  their  support  alto- 
gether. She  now  makes  her  home  with  them,  and 
no  mother  is  thought  more  of  than  she  is  by  her 
children,  who  vie  in  making  her  declining  years 
happy  and  comfort.able.  She  is  the  owner  of 
several  good  homes  in  Craighead  and  Poinsett 
Counties,  and  is  living  for  her  children,  bestowing 
all  the  wealth  of  a mother’s  love  on  them.  J.  G. 
Gant,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Gant 
Bros.,  was  born  in  1853,  reared  to  farm  life, 
educated  at  Jonesboro,  and  at  the  age  of  eic^hteen 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business.  He  sold  out,  and 
then  returned  to  farm  work,  which  he  continued 
for  three  years.  He  then  entered  the  saloon  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  with  success  until  1883, 
when  the  above  firm  was  organized.  They  carry 
a large  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  buy 
' and  sell  grain  and  cotton.  J.  G.  Gant  was  mar- 
ried, in  October,  1888,  to  Miss  Lena  Lewis,  of 
' Woodruff  County.  J.  B.  and  J.  W.  were  educated 
at  Jonesboro  and  Harrisburg,  and  also  took  a 
commercial  course  at  Bedding’s  Commercial  Col- 
lege, at  Memphis.  In  1884  J.  B.  was  married  to 
I Miss  Jennie  Mitchell,  of  Harrisburg.  They  have 
I one  child,  Nellie,  who  is  now  four  years  of  age. 
J.  W.  is  unmarried.  All  are  members  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  all  Democratic  in  their 
political  views.  J.  B.  is  a member  of  both  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  H.  orders.  The  brothers  are 
all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  give  their  uii(|ualified  support  to  all  move 
ments  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  community. 
In  addition  to  their  mercantile  pursuits  they  are 
the  owners  of  1,260  acres  of  land,  300  acres  umler 
cultivation,  and  are  extensivelv  engaged  in  stock 
, raising.  They  are  experimenting  in  several  lines 
, of  stock,  have  Holstein  cattle  (graded).  Short - 
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horn,  Durham  (large  red),  and  handle  Berkshire 
and  Poland -China  hogs.  They  also  raise  horses, 
common  cattle,  sheep  and  Angora  goats. 

G.  T.  Garvey.  Among  the  best -known  houses 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Harrisburg,  is 
that  of  G.  T.  Garvey,  who,  in  connection  with  his 
store,  conducts  a restaurant,  his  business  havingr 
been  established  in  1888.  Although  he  is  a young 
man,  and  has  only  been  in  business  in  the  town  but 
a few  years,  yet  his  name  has  already  become  syn- 
onymous with  upright,  honorable  dealing,  and  his 
establishment  is  a favorite  resort  for  those  who 
wish  to  procure  the  best  brands  of  the  articles  he 
keeps  in  stock.  He  was  born  in  the  “Old  North 
State”  in  1861,  was  the  younger  of  two  children 
born  to  W.  F.  and  Sarah  (Burgessj  Garvey,  who 
were  also  born  in  that  State.  The  father  was  a 
salesman  in  a store,  but  gave  up  this  work  in  1861 
to  enlist  from  Edgecombe  County  in  the  Thirtieth 
North  Carolina  Infantry,  but  died  in  1865  from  ex- 
posure during  his  service.  His  widow  still  survives 
him,  and  resides  in  Poinsett  County,  with  her  son, 
G.  T.  Garvey.  The  latter’s  early  days  were  divided 
between  farming  and  learning  the  painter’s  trade, 
his  education  in  the  meantime  being  received  in  the 
district  schools  of  Halifax  County,  N.  C.  After 
reaching  manhood  he  went  to  Baltimore,  Md. , but 
removed  from  there  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in 
1886,  and  was  first  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
for  D.  C.  Cole;  he  was  married  here,  in  December, 
1888,  to  Miss  Annice  Usery,  a native  of  the  county, 
having  in  February  prior  to  his  marriage  em- 
barked in  his  present  enterprise.  He  is  a member 
of  Lodge  No.  3380  of  the  K.  of  H. , of  Bolivar, 
and  is  a Democrat;  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  having  his 
membership  still  in  North  Carolina. 

James  M.  Gilliland,  county  examiner  and 
teacher,  Harrisburg,  Ark.  Since  his  residence  in 
this  county,  Mr.  Gilliland  has  been  very  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  material  affairs  of  this 
community,  indeed,  far  more  so  than  the  average 
I of  men.  Particularly  in  educational  matters  is 
I this  true.  He  was  originally  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, where  his  birth  occurred  in  Tipton  County,  on 


the  14th  of  December,  1844,  but  he  was  reared 
in  Shelby  County  of  the  same  State.  He  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  (AIcFerrin)  Gilliland, 
the  father  a native  of  Virginia,  and  the  mother 
of  Alabama.  Samuel  Gilliland  was  one  of  the 
very  early  settlers  of  Shelby  County,  and,  at  the 
time  of  his  first  residence,  remembers  seeing 
Memphis  when  it  was  a very  small  village.  He 
was  a farmer,  and  opened  a large  tract  of  land ; he 
was  also  a minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  labored  in  that  field  until  forty-five 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  forced  to  abandon  his 
chosen  profession  on  account  of  ill  health.  He 
was  a Democrat,  though  conservative  in  his  views. 
His  death  occurred  in  Tennessee  in  1856.  His 
excellent  wife  survived  him,  and  in  1860  removed 
with  her  family  to  Poinsett  (now  Cross)  County. 
Ark.,  where  she  bought  a large  tract  of  land,  200 
acres  of  which  she  cleared  and  put  under  culti- 
vation. She  erected  good  houses  and  barns,  set 
out  orchards  and  otherwise  improved  the  plantation. 
Mrs.  Gilliland  was  the  sister  of  the  late  lamented 
Rev.  John  B.  McFerrin,  general  manager  and  field 
agent  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  of  Nash- 
ville, and  possessed  his  sterling  qualities.  Her 
death  occurred  at  Wittsburg,  Cross  County,  Ark., 
in  1871.  She  was  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  James  M.  Gilliland 
was  the  third  of  seven  children  born  to  his  parents. 
Mrs.  Anna  Wilson,  who  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
twenty- four,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  chil- 
dren; Mrs.  Sallie  Rivers,  widow  of  R.  E.  Rivers; 
James  M. ; John  W.,  a farmer,  who  died  and  left 
t a wife  and  one  child  in  1881;  Mrs.  Alice  Thomas, 
Mrs.  Ella  Durham,  and  Samuel,  who  was  accident- 
ally drowned  in  St.  Francis  River.  The  shock  of 
this  event  caused  the  mother’s  death  on  the  day 
following.  James  M.  Gilliland  became  familiar 
with  the  details  of  farm  life  in  his  youth,  and  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Tennessee.  Later  he  attended 
Marshall  Male  Academy,  at  Marshall,  5Iiss.,  but 
his  studies  were  interrupted  by  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  war,  which  caused  him  to  leave  school 
in  order  to  assist  his  mother  during  that  struggle. 
As  the  excitement  increaseil.  however,  he  deemed 
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it  best  to  join  the  [army,  and  accordingly  in  the 
year  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  enlisted  for 
one  year  in  Company  B,  Twelfth  Tennessee  In- 
fantry, under  Col.  Preston  Smith,  and  was  with 
his  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Corinth.  After  the 
retreat  from  that  city  Mr.  Gilliland  was  discharged 
on  account  of  age,  under  the  provision  of  the 
Confederate  Congress,  and  returned  to  Arkansas 
for  a short  time.  He  then  enlisted  in  McGee’s 
Battalion  (cavalry),  under  Gen.  Marmaduke,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Helena,  White  River 
and  numerous  skirmishes  in  White  County.  Here 
during  an  encounter  with  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry 
Mr.  Gilliland  had  his  horse  killed,  and  he  was  j 
taken  prisoner.  He  was  conveyed  to  Camp  Doug-  i 
las,  Chicago,  where  he  was  kept  a prisoner  for  : 
about  two  years.  On  the  12th  of  April,  1865, 
they  were  started  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  and 
arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  night  that  President  Lin- 
coln was  assassinated.  From  there  they  were  sent 
to  New  Orleans,  thence  returned  to  Shreveport, 
where  they  were  placed  on  board  a Confederate  | 
transport,  and  were  ordered  to  report  to  their 
command.  There  being  no  command  to  which  to 
report,  on  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River, 
about  200  of  the  soldiers,  including  Mr.  Gilliland, 
started  on  foot  to  their  homes  in  Northern  Arkan- 
sas. This  tiresome  and  perilous  journey  was  ac- 
complished, with  great  labor  but  without  serious 
loss,  in  about  one  month.  On  his  arrival  at  home 
Mr.  Gilliland  engaged  in  farming,  and  March  14, 
1872,  was  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Davis,  daughter  of  Dr.  N.  A.  and  Mrs.  I 
Eliza  M.  (Drake)  Davis,  natives  of  Tennessee,  j 
The  fruits  of  this  union  were  the  following  chil- 
dren: Eliza  Alice,  Mary  E.,  John  D.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Anna  V.,  J.  Landon.  Florence  C.  and 
Lillian  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilliland  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  following  orders:  Masonic, 
Odd  Fellows  and  K.  & L.  of  H.  He,  like  his  father, 
is  a Democrat,  but  is  conservative.  He  has  served 
in  different  official  capacities  in  the  county,  first 
as  mayor  of  Wittsburg,  from  1871  to  1872,  then 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Cross  County,  two  years, 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  registrars  for  two 


years,  and  is  one  of  Poinsett  County’s  representa- 
tive citizens.  Ho  moved  to  Harrisburg,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1886,  and  has  followed  the  profession  of 
teaching  a portion  of  the  time  since.  He  was  ap- 
pointed county  examiner  in  January,  1888,  and  is 
the  present  incumbent.  He  has  taught  in  the 
schools  of  Cross,  W^oodiuff,  Craighead  and  Poin- 
sett Counties,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  edu- 
cators of  this  county.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  improved  methods  in  education,  and  under  his 
direction  the  schools  of  Poinsett  County,  are  in 
a very  prosperous  condition.  He  is  the  owner  of 
127  acres  of  land  in  Cross  County,  hfty  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  he  also  owns  a 
house  and  lot  in  Harrisburg. 

James  M.  Griffin,  planter  and  proprietor  of  a 
grist  and  saw-mill  and  cotton-gin,  resides  in  Bolivar, 
near  the  county  seat  of  Poinsett  County,  and  has 
been  a resident  of  this  county  from  his  birth,  which 
occurred  in  1850,  being  the  hfth  of  seven  children 
born  to  Theophilus  and  Eliza  Ann  (Thrower) 
Griffin,  who  were  born  in  the  “ Old  North  State  ” 
and  the  “Blue  Grass  State,’’  respectively.  They 
both  removed  from  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  at  a 
very  early  day,  and  after  their  marriage  settled 
near  where  our  subject  is  now  residing,  where  they 
I cleared  and  improved  a farm.  The  father  was  also 
a practicing  physician  and  surgeon,  and  in  early 
times  he  was  called  upon  to  attend  the  sick  in  all 
parts  of  the  county,  and  well  as  in  the  coimties  ad- 
joining. He  was  successful  in  alleviating  the  suf- 
ferings of  his  fellow-mortals,  and  was  a man  who 
was  esteemed  for  his  many  worthy  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  long 
home  in  1877.  James  M.  Griffin  received  such 
education  as  Poinsett  County  afforded  in  his  youth- 
ful days,  and  from  his  earliest  recollections  he  has 
been  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  labor.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  doing  for  him- 
self, and  after  his  marriage,  in  Poinsett  County,  in 
November,  1874,  to  Miss  iVIary  Elizabeth  Freeman, 
j of  Alabama,  he  settled  down  to  tilling  the  soil,  and 
now  owns  an  exceedingly  fertile  tract,  embracing 
, 200  acres,  with  eiffhtv  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
devotes  the  greater  part  of  this  to  the  raising  of 
, cotton  and  corn,  and  has  100  acres  under  fence. 
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He  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  H.  He  and  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  at  Pleasant  Valley,  of  which 
he  has  been  steward,  trustee  and  superintendent. 
He  has  been  an  active  worker  for  churches,  schools 
and,  in  fact,  all  worthy  enterprises,  and  is  in  every 
respect  a public-spirited  citizen.  He  and  wufe  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children;  Eva 
Eugenia,  Louis  Christopher,  Mattie  Lon,  Jim  and 
Hubbard  Hugh,  living,  and  Nora  Bettie,  who  died 
September  2,  1888,  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Wilson  Hall  is  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  also 
the  proprietor  of  a cotton  gin  and  grist-mill  in 
Bolivar  Township.  He  was  born  in  this  county  on 
the  6th  day  of  January,  1830,  and  is  the  youngest 
of  eight  children  born  to  Richmond  and  Mary 
(Cook)  Hall,  the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina, 

I and  the  latter  of  Mississippi.  They  were  married 
I in  the  latter  State,  and  came  to  what  is  now  Poin- 
sett County,  Ark.,  in  1828,  when  it  w’as  a wilder- 
ness of  woods  and  canebrake,  and  entered  a large 
tract  of  land,  on  which  they  settled  and  began 
clearing.  Mr.  Hall  took  a great  interest  in  the 
improvement  of  the  county,  and  was  also  quite 
active  in  politics,  and  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
discharged  the  onerous  duties  of  the  offices  to 
which  he  was  elected  won  for  him  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-men.  He  filled  the  office 
of  county  and  probate  judge  for  many  years,  was 
sheriff  of  the  county  for  some  time  also,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1844  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in 
the  State  legislature.  His  death  occurred  in  1863, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  in  1840;  they  had 
been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years.  Wilson  Hall,  our  subject,  has 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  has 
been  a farmer  all  his  life.  His  early  education 
was  received  in  the  district  schools  of  Poin.sett 
County,  but  he  afterward  supplemented  this  by 
attending  school  at  Batesville,  Ark.,  where  he 
acquired  a good  practical  education.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years  he  began  tilling  the  soil  on  his 
own  responsibility,  having  at  that  time  married 
Miss  Rebecca  G.  Bradsher,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  a daughfer  of  John  and  Cynthia  (Staffordj 
Bradsher,  of  North  Carolina,  who  were  early  emi- 


grants to  this  county,  the  father  dying  many  years 
ago;  the  mother  is  a resident  of  this  county.  Mr. 
Hall’s  first  purchase  of  land  was  a timber  tract  con 
sisting  of  320  acres,  and  here  he  settled  in  the  tim- 
ber, where  he  cleared  some  fifty  acres.  He  now  has 
nearly  100  acres  under  the  plow,  and  devotes  a por- 
tion of  the  remainder  to  his  stock,  the  raising  of 
which  receives  much  attention.  Socially,  he  is 
a member  of  - Lodge  No.  154,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , at 
Harrisburg,  and  his  political  views  are  in  accord  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is  not  a strict  partisan. 
He  served  a short  time  during  the  Rebellion,  and 
from  1802  to  1863  he  was  a luember  of  W.  G. 
Gobey's  company.  He  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  death  of  his  estimable  wife  in  1877,  she  having 
borne  him  a family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living:  John  Wesley,  who  is  married  and 

resides  near  his  father;  Joseph  Franklin,  also 
a married  man,  living  near  by;  Thomas  Jefferson, 
who  makes  his  home  with  his  father;  William 
Price,  married  and  residing  in  Craighead  County; 
Richmond,  who  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Larna  Ann,  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  James  Henry,  Wilson,  Mary  Cynthia 
and  Nancy  Clementine.  During  Mr.  Hall's  resi- 
dence of  half  a century  in  this  county,  he  has  wit- 
nessed almost  incredible  changes  for  improvement, 
and  where  once  was  a vast  wilderness  of  woods  now 
can  be  seen  finely  cultivated  farms  and  comforta- 
ble homes. 

John  W.  Hall,  though  still  comparatively  a 
young  man,  has  become  well  known  in  agricultural 
circles,  and  is  recognized  as  a careful,  energetic 
farmer,  who  by  his  advanced  views  and  progres- 
sive habits  has  done  much  fo  improve  the  farming 
interests  of  his  section.  He  was  born  in  Limestone 
County,  Ala.,  in  1852,  and  was  the  only  child  born 
to  J.  H.  and  Martha  A.  (Burt)  Hall,  who  were  also 
from  that  county,  the  father  being  one  of  its 
progressive  agriculturists.  In  1856  they  emi- 
grated to  Poinsett  Coimty,  Ark.,  and  the  father's 
career  has  been  a somewhat  checkereil  one,  us  he 
has  been  engaged  in  a number  of  different  occupa- 
tions, and  has  resided  in  several  different  States. 
After  being  engaged  in  land  speculations  in  this 
county  until  1864,  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
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and,  although  he  conducted  a farm  near  there,  he 
made  his  home  in  the  city.  Leaving  there  in  1808, 
he  removed  to  Omaha,  Neb. , where  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  but  shortly  after  returned  to 
Poinsett  County,  and  opened  a farm  of  100  acres, 
on  which  his  son,  John  AV.,  is  now  residing.  In 
1878  he  gave  up  active  farm  work  and  removed  to 
the  town  of  Harrisburg,  where,  two  years  later,  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  sheriff.  In 
1889,  when  the  much-talked  of  Oklahoma  lands 
were  thrown  open  to  the  settlers,  Mr.  Hall  removed 
there,  and  is  now  keeping  a hotel.  His  wufe  died 
March  12,  1888.  John  W.  Hall  received  a good 
education  in  the  city  of  Memphis,  but  did  not  en- 
gage in  farming  until  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
He  then  settled  on  a woodland  farm,  which  he  com- 
menced immediately  to  improve,  and  now  has  363 
acres,  with  225  under  cultivation,  and  also  oper- 
ates a horse  cotton-gin.  He  always  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket,  but  is  not  an  active  politician. 
He  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  184,  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M. , at  Harrisburg,  and  in  this  order  also 
belongs  to  the  Chapter,  No.  76.  He  was  made 
a Mason  on  his  twenty-lirst  birthday.  He  also  be- 
longs to  Lodge  No.  77  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He 
was  married  in  Cross  County,  November  24,  1887, 
to  Miss  Mamie  S.  Meacham,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Minta  (Pennell)  Mea- 
cham, who  were  also  born  in  that  State,  but  re- 
moved to  Poinsett  County,  in  1878,  where  the 
father  died  in  1885.  The  mother  is  now  residing 
near  Bay  Village.  Mr.  Hall  and  his  father  have 
opened  up  several  farms,  which  they  have  sold  at 
a good  profit,  and  he  (as  well  as  his  father)  owns 
a claim  in  Oklahoma.  The  latter  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Benjamin  Harris’  company  of  infantry,  of  the 
Thirteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  in  1861,  becoming 
first  lieutenant.(jf  this  company.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Belmont  and  Shiloh,  but  returned 
home  after  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  at 
the  end  of  one  year.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Haly,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
White  Hall,  Ark.  This  much  esteemed  and  re- 
spected citizen  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Walker)  Haly,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 


ginia, respectively.  Charles  Haly  is  of  the  old 
English  stock  of  Halys,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
North  Carolina.  He  followed  farming,  and  he 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party.  Rev.  J.  T.  Haly  is  the 
ninth  of  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents. 
Thomas,  a mechanic,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Houston,  Tex.,  where  many  monuments  of  his 
handiwork,  in  the  shape  of  buildings,  etc.,  may 
still  be  seen;  he  died  there  about  thirty  years  ago, 

I and  a larcre  number  of  descendants  still  reside 

O 

there.  Mrs.  Susan  Rily  was  the  wife  of  Alartin 
Rily,  a farmer  of  Dunklin  County,  AIo.,  w'here  she 
died  about  1860.  Charles  died  in  North  Carolina 
at  the  age  of  twenty -one  years.  Stephen  D.  went 
from  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee,  thence  to  Mis- 
souri, W'here  he  dealt  in  fine  stock;  he  moved  with 
Thomas  Benton  to  Oregon  at  an  early  day  and  has 
never  been  heard  from  since.  The  third  child, 
Mary,  wife  of  a farmer  of  Middle  Tennessee,  died 
there  about  forty  years  ago.  William,  a farmer, 
mechanic  and  a Methodist  minister,  died  in  Ten- 
nessee, in  1881.  Julia  -was  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Austin,  a farmer  of  Lincoln  County,  Tenn. ; she 
died  at  Harrisburg,  Ark.,  about  1879.  Benjamin, 
a farmer  with  a large  family,  died  about  thirty- 
four  years  ago  in  (now)  Conway  County,  -4rk. , and 
part  of  his  family  still  reside  there,  and  the  others 
in  Orecron,  Patsev  married  Reuben  AVillbanks,  a 
farmer  and  mechanic,  who  died  in  Saline  County, 
Ark.  Rev.  J.  T.  Haly  was  born  in  Rockingham, 
eleven  miles  east  of  Danville,  N.  C. , on  the  5th  of 
October,  1812,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Middle  Tennessee.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
about  the  age  of  twenty  two  years,  and  in  1834 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alary  Austin,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina  ami  of  Irish  descent.  By 
this  union  he  became  the  father  of  these  children; 
Alatilda,  wife  of  Joseph  Hall,  died  in  I’oiusett 
County,  Ark.,  in  1879;  Betty,  wife  of  Thomas 
Hawkins,  both  of  whom  died  in  this  comity ; Alollie, 
wife  of  Alex.  Steward,  a farmer,  and  lives  in  Poiu 
sett  County,  Ark, ; Rachel,  wife  of  Stej>lien  Haly, 

I lives  in  Oregon;  Julia,  wife  of  John  Howard.  al>o 
lives  in  Oregou;  Pinckney,  died  at  the  age  of  thn'e 
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years,  and  McHaly,  who  joined  the  army  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Atlanta,  Ga. , in  1864.  The  mother  of  these 
childi'en  died  in  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  1870, 
and  was  a worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Haly  took  for 
his  second  wife,  in  1879,  Mrs.  Martha  Wiley, 
widow  of  William  Wiley,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children:  Mary,  wife  of  John  Rily,  a farmer,  and 
lives  in  Cross  County,  Ark.;  Greene  died  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Anna,  wufe  of  Abijah 
Williams,  a farmer,  lives  in  Poinsett  County,  and 
Martha  Jane,  wife  of  John  Sears,  a miner,  and 
lives  near  Santa  F^,  N.  M.  Mr.  Haly  moved  to 
Arkansas  in  1856,  and  found  this  part  of  the  State 
wild  and  unbroken.  He  bought  100  acres,  and 
began  to  open  new  land,  there  being  but  twenty 
acres  cleared,  and  has  added  to  and  sold  land  until 
he  now  owns  140  acres,  with  about  fiftv  acres 
cleared  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  a good  orchard,  and  is  in  every  way  fixed  to 
pass  his  declining  years  in  comfort.  He  can  tell 
many  interesting  stories  of  early  life  in  Arkansas, 
and  says  that  at  the  time  of  his  first  residence 
here  it  was  a common  thing  to  see  fifty  or  100 
deer  in  a day,  and  occasionally  one  might  find  a 
bear.  Turkeys,  raccoons  and  wolves  were  very 
plentiful,  but,  as  he  was  a man  of  industrious 
habits,  Mr.  Haly  did  not  follow  hunting  to  any 
great  extent.  When  he  first  came  here  there  were 
but  five  small  farms  between  his  place  and  Harris- 
burg, and,  with  the  exception  of  Joseph  Reeves, 
there  are  none  living  here  now  who  were  residents 
at  that  time.  About  the  year  1859  Mr.  Haly  was 
elected  school  commissioner,  and  held  that  position 
until  1862.  In  1877  he  w'as  elected  county  judge, 
and  served  one  term  in  that  office.  He  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for 
fifty  years  he  has  been  a class-leader  in  the  same, 
and  for  five  years  has  been  an  elder. 

A.  Hamilton,  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker,  and 
proprietor  of  an  imdertaking  establishment,  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  county,  and  was 
born  in  West  Tennessee  in  1830,  being  the  eldest 
of  three  children  born  to  James  and  Elizabeth 


Hamilton,  who  were  natives,  respectively,  of  South 
Carolina  and  Kentucky.  When  a young  man  the 
I father  went  to  Tennessee,  where  he  followed  the 
i occupation  of  farming,  and  where  his  wife  died,  a 
I number  of  years  after  their  location.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Arkansas,  and  died  in  Harrisburg  in 
I 1876.  A.  Hamilton  acquired  a good  practical  edu 
cation  in  the  schools  near  his  home  in  Tennessee, 
i and  like  the  majority  of  boys,  followed  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father  and  learned  the  blacksmith  and 
w’agon-maker’s  trade.  He  was  married  in  that 
State,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Annie  E.  Huddleston,  and 
there  continued  to  make  his  home  for  three  years, 
at  which  date  he  moved  to  Arkansas.  While  en 
route,  on  the  7th  of  September,  he  passed  through 
' a dense  timber  land,  where  the  corner  stone  for 
! the  present  town  of  Harrisburg  was  being  placed, 

: and,  liking  the  locality,  he  determined  to  make 
his  home  in  the  vicinity.  He  erected  a log  house 
that  year,  and  in  March,  1865,  put  up  a good 
frame  dwelling-house  and  store  house,  in  which  he 
. is  doing  his  business  at  the  present  time.  He  has 
; been  engaged  in  merchandising  for  the  past  thirty- 
i two  years,  and  during  his  long  career  here  has  estab- 
■ lished  himself  firmly  as  a substantial  citizen  and  an 
' honest  and  reliable  business  man.  He  has  always 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  is  not  a strict 
partisan.  He  assisted  in  incorporating  the  town, 
and  was  a member  of  the  town  council  for  some 
time.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
former  lodge  since  1859.  In  addition  to  conduct- 
ing his  store  he  is  interested  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness,  and  has  built  up  a paying  trade.  Upon  the 
opening  of  the  war  Mr.  Hamilton  remained  at  home 
I the  first  year,  but  in  1862  enlisted  in  a company 
under  Col.  Dobbins,  and  was  an  active  participant 
: for  about  eighteen  months.  He  is  the  father 
of  two  children:  Pleasant  M. , and  N.  E.  (Mrs. 
Clounch). 

I William  C.  Harris,  farmer  and  miller.  Harris- 
! burg.  Ark.  Worthy  reference  to  the  agricultural 
affairs  of  Poinsett  County  would  be  incomplete 
without  duo  mention  of  Mr.  Harris,  among  others 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  for  he  is  not  only 
I prominent  in  that  respect,  but.,  as  a citizen  and 
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neighbor,  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  on  the 
21st  of  July,  1843,  and  he  is  the  eldest  of  eleven 
children,  eight  now  living,  born  to  Benjamin  and 
Martha  (Thomas)  Harris,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Alabama  and  Kentucky.  Benjamin  Harris  tigured 
prominently  in  the  affairs  of  both  State  and  coun- 
I ty,  6rst  being  elected  to  the  office  of  magistrate, 

! then  representative,  and  afterward  tilled  the  posi- 
tion of  senator.  He  came  to  Arkansas  with  his 
parents  at  an  early  date,  and  it  was  for  this  family 
that  Harrisburg  received  its  name.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Ma.sonic  fraternity,  a Democrat  in 
his  political  principles,  and,  with  his  family,  was  a 
j member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
I eight  children  now  living  of  the  eleven  born  to  his 
marriage  are  as  follows:  Schuyler,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three  years;  Addison,  sheriff  of  Poinsett 
County;  Mrs.  Elvira  Merchant,  at  Harrisburg; 

I Mrs.  Mary  Wrice;  Benjamin,  present  senator  of 
I the  Twenty-ninth  district;  Sophia,  Fanny,  Irvin, 

I farmer  and  merchant;  Lee,  died  in  1888,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  Mrs.  Melvina  Perry, 
at  Paragould,  Ark.  Early  in  life  William  C. 
Harris  was  taught  the  principles  of  farming,  and 
I when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  start  out  in 
life  for  himself,  he  very  naturally  and  wisely  chose 
the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  his  success  has  been  such 
as  only  a thorough  acquaintance  with  his  calling 
and  years  of  experience  might  lead  him  to  achieve. 
His  education  w'as  received  in  the  common  schools 
of  Poinsett  County,  and  in  18G2  he  enlisted  in  the 
1 army.  Company  K,  Tw'enty-third  Arkansas  Cav- 
I airy,  Adams’  command,  and  participated  in  these 
j battles:  luka,  Corinth,  Port  Hudson,  and  others  of 
I minor  note.  At  the  last  mentioned  place  his  com- 
I mand  was  paroled  and  came  home.  After  this  i\Ir. 
j Harris  performed  scout  duty  until  the  close  of  the 
j war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service,  under 

; Col.  Lisle,  at  Wittsburg,  in  18G5.  After  the  sur- 
render Mr.  Harris  returned  to  his  farm,  and  in 
September  of  the  same  year  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Virginia  Hays  took  place.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Mary  (Stencell)  Hays,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  who  came  here  in  1855.  To  the 


marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  were  born  the 
following  family:  Walter,  who  died  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years;  Mittie,  died  in  infancy; 
Melvira,  Grace,  Willie,  died  at  the  age  of  five 
y^ears,  and  Maggie.  In  1870  Mr.  Harris  began 
opening  a tract  of  land,  and  now'  has  140  acres, 

; with  forty  under  cultivation.  In  addition  to  this 
: he  is  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Harris 
& Co.,  ow'ners  of  440  acres  of  timber  land,  and  the 
owners  also  of  a saw'-mill,  cotton-gin  and  grist- 
i mill,  with  which  they  do  a good  business.  The 
mill  was  established  in  1888. 

^ J.  M.  Harris  is  a native-born  resident  of  the 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  1843,  and  ever  since 
starting  in  life  for  himself  he  has  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  being  not  only  a substantial  and  pro- 
gressive planter,  but  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly 
posted  man  in  all  public  matters.  His  brothers  and 
sisters  are  as  follows:  Mary  F.  (Mrs.  Johnson). 

I Calvin  H.,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga;  W.  S. , a resident  of  the  county;  J.  M., 
B.  F.,  who  is  married  and  resides  near  by:  C.  H. , 
S.  A.  (Mrs.  Settle,  residing  in  Cross  County,  Ark. ): 
Susan  (Mrs.  Magee,  of  Scott  Township),  and  Alice 
(deceased).  The  parents  of  these  children,  W.  H. 

' and  J.  P.  (Copeland)  Harris,  were  born  in  Ala- 
bama, and  in  1829  the  father  removed  to  Arkansas, 
and  squatted  on  a tract  of  land  near  where  our 
‘ subject  now  lives.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
early  history  of  Poinsett  County,  and  always  voted 
I the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  elected  by  that 
i party  to  the  office  of  county  judge,  serving  a num- 
ber of  years.  His  death  occurred  here,  in  March, 
1879,  but  his  widow  is  still  living,  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead.  J.  M.  Harris  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  the  county,  and  in  18G2  dropped 
both  farm  work  and  schools  to  engage  in  the  Re- 
bellion, serving  in  Company  K,  Adams’  regiment, 
and  was  a participant  in  the  battles  of  Corinth. 
Port  Hudson  and  numerous  skirmishes.  After  the 
final  surrender,  he  returned  to  Poinsett  County, 
with  the  consciousness  of  having  served  his  cause 
I faithfully  and  W'ell.  and  was  married  here  the  same 
year,  to  Miss  C.  A.  Stancell,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  but  her  death  occurred  in  ISiO,  she  hav- 
I iiig  borne  one  child,  C.  H. , who  is  at  home.  IMr. 
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' Han'is  took  for  his  second  wife  (in  1873)  Miss  R. 

D.  Reeves,  a daughter  of  J.  F.  Reeves,  one  of  the 
i early  pioneers  of  the  county,  but  he  mourned  her 
death  the  following  year.  He  took  for  his  third 
wife  Miss  N.  E.  Conn,  by  whom  he  has  live  chil- 
1 dren:  Sally  A.,  Etta,  Dove,  Grover  G.  and  Fran- 
: cis.  After  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Harris  purchased 

^ a farm  of  forty  acres,  and,  by  additional  purchases, 
is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres,  with  100  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  is  also  engaged  in  stock  dealing, 

; and  raises  to  some  extent,  his  cattle  being  of  the 
Durham  breed.  He  is  an  active  agriculturist,  and, 

I in  addition  to  his  farm,  operates  a saw  and  grist- 
mill and  a cotton-gin  in  Scott  Township,  his  vari- 
ous enterprises  netting  him  a lucrative  annual  in- 
come. Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 
He  is  a member  of  the  school  board,  and  he  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

Add  Harris,  county  sheriff,  was  chosen  to  oc- 
cupy his  present  position  by  the  Democratic  party 
in  1886,  and  is  now  filling  the  duties  of  his  second 
j term,  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to  himself  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  community  at  large.  He 
is  a native-born  resident  of  the  county,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  1847,  and  from  earliest  boy- 
hood he  has  been  familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm 
life,  and  his  youth  was  also  spent  in  attending  the 
public  schools,  where  he  acquired  a good  practical 
education.  He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  his  labors  to  acquire 
a competency  have  met  with  fair  results.  Having 
grown  to  manhood  in  this  county,  he  has  seen  a 
great  change  take  place,  and  has  noted  a gradual 
improvement  yearly  in  its  growdh  and  prosperity. 
He  is  a unember  of  the  school  board  in  District  No. 
8,  and  has  always  been  a patron  of  education  and  a 
believer  in  free  schools.  He  is  a son  of  Benjamin 
and  Martha  (Thrower)  Harris,  who  were  born  in 
Alabama  and  Kentucky,  respectively,  but  in  1829 
Benjamin  came  with  his  father,  William  Harris, 
to  what  is  now  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and  squatted 
on  the  land  near  where  our  subject  now  resides, 
the  country  at  that  time  being  almost  a wilderness, 
inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  animals.  Here  the 
grandfather  died,  a few  years  ago.  Benjamin 
Harris  was  married  in  this  county,  and  settled  on 


the  farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 
They  reared  a family  of  eleven  children,  the  names 
of  those  living  being  as  follows:  William,  who  is 
married  and  is  a resident  of  the  county.  Add,  the  ; 
subject  of  this  memoir;  Elvira  (Mrs.  Sparks),  of  ' 
Harrisburg;  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  Rice),  residing  near  j 
Paragould;  Sophia,  residing  with  her  brother  Add;  | 
Frances  (Mrs.  Ervinj,  a resident  of  Bolivar  Town-  ! 
ship;  Benjamin,  a lawyer  of  Harrisburg,  and  Mai  ' 
vina  (Mrs.  Perry),  of  Paragould.  The  father  of 
our  subject  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  history 
of  the  county,  and  was  quite  a prominent  poli- 
tician, being  the  first  man  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  from  this  district,  and  was  also  a State 
senator  in  1877.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was 
captain  of  a company  in  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas 
Regiment  of  infantry,  and  was  a participant  in  the 
battle  of  Belmont,  but  was  taken  sick  and  con- 
fined in  the  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  some  | 

I time.  His  death  occurred  in  this  county,  in  1881.  | 
His  widow  resides  with  her  son  Add.  ! 

Hon.  Benjamin  Harris,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  ! 

Senatorial  District,  was  born  in  Poinsett  County. 
Ark.,  in  1854,  and  is  the  sixth  of  eleven  children 
born  to  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Thrower)  Harris,  a > 
short  history  of  whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
Add  Harris,  sheriff  of  Poinsett  County.  The 
family  are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  first  came  to  the 
United  States  from  their  native  land  in  1680, 
taking  up  their  abode  in  Nelson  County,  Va. . in 
which  State  the  paternal  grandfather  served  as  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  youthful 
days  of  our  subject  were  divided  between  working 
on  the  farm  and  attending  school,  and  as  he  grew  ' 
up  he  learned  the  lessons  of  industry,  persever- 
ance and  economy,  which  have  stood  him  in  good 
stead  in  later  years.  Becoming  familiar  with  the 
intricacies  of  surveying,  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  surveyor,  at  the  age  of  twenty  two  years, 
and  afterward  entered  upon  the  study  of  law;  and 
after  being  admitted  to  the  bar.  in  1879,  he  com- 
menced practicing  the  profession  at  his  old  home.  » 
and  the  enviable  reputation  he  has  acquired  lias 
been  gained  largely  through  his  own  individual  , 
efforts,  and  at  the  expense  of  diligent  study  and 
hard  practical  experience.  He  has  been  known  by  ' 
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the  people  of  the  commuaity  from  infancy,  and 
they  have  had  every  opportunity  to  judge  of  his 
character  and  qualifications,  and  their  confidence 
in  him  has  been  intelligently  placed.  In  1885  he 
was  elected  to  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
in  1888  was  chosen  a State  senator.  Socially,  he 
is  a Mason.  In  1881  he  was  united  in  marriaire  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Reeves,  a native  of  Missouri,  but  he 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  loss  in  1887 ; she 
was  the  mother  of  two  children:  Frederica  and 

JachchotFay.  Frederica  died  in  September,  1884. 

Hazlewood  Bros.  &Co.,  druggists,  Harrisburg, 
Ark.  The  profession  of  the  druggist  is  one  which 
operates  effectively,  in  time  of  need,  in  arresting 
and  alleviating  the  most  acute  pains  and  ailments 
to  which  the  human  body  is  heir,  and  therefore  de- 
serves the  most  thankful  and  appreciative  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  public.  This  firm  was  organ- 
ized under  the  above  name  in  January,  1889,  at 
Harrisburg,  but  previous  to  that  time  the  business 
had  been  carried  on  at  Wynne,  under  the  title  of 
Hazlewood  Bros.  A change  was  then  effected,  | 
and  Mr.  J.  S.  Minton  bought  an  interest,  and  be- 
came a member  of  the  house.  Soon  after  this  the 
Harrisburg  house  was  organized,  and  the  present 
name  adopted.  The  firm  is  progressive,  having  a 
handsomely  appointed  store,  fully  stocked  with  a 
choice  selection  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  the  most 
popular  patent  medicines.  A stock  of  goods  val- 
ued at  about  84,000  is  carried,  and  a good  business 
is  enjoyed.  Although  young  men,  they  have  the 
proper  amount  of  energy  and  business  ability  to 
make  a success  of  whatever  they  undertake.  They 
are,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Minton,  natives  of 
Arkansas,  but  he  is  a native  of  Tennessee.  The 
latter  is  a son  of  J.  A.  and  M.  C.  Minton,  and  was 
born  February  18,  1864.  His  parents  are  natives 
of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  They 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1869,  and  the  father  has  since 
been  engaged  in  different  lines  of  business,  prin- 
cipally merchandising,  but  for  the  last  five  years 
he  has  been  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  mayor.  To  his  marriage  were  born 
four  children:  William  T.,  farmer;  Louis  G. , 

salesman  and  insurance  agent  in  Harrisburg;  J.  S. 
and  Annie  E.  Mr.  Minton,  Sr.,  is  a member  of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1858,  and  in  his 
political  views  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
The  senior  members  of  this  firm,  J.  A.  and  J.  W. 
Hazlewood,  are  the  sons  of  John  A.  and  Sallie 
(Crook)  Hazlewood,  natives  of  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee,  respectively.  The  parents  came  to 
Arkansas  at  an  early  date,  were  married  here,  and 
here  the  father  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for 
many  years'.  He  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  They  reared  a family  of  five 
children:  J.  A.,  Alice,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Nelms, 
who  is  a book-keeper  at  Bay'  Village;  J.  W.,  Leon- 
idas (deceased),  and  H.  W.,  a young  man  resid- 
ing with  his  mother,  and  who  conducts  her  farm. 
IMrs.  Hazlewood  was  the  daughter  of  J.  A.  Crook, 
an  Old  and  highly  respected  farmer  and  superin- 
tendent of  plantations.  He  belongs  to  the  family 
of  that  name  who  are  prominently  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  West  Tennessee,  also  a rela- 
tive of  the  famous  Gen.  Crook.  The  members  of 
the  firm  of  Hazlewood  Bros.  A Co.  each  received  a 
common  school  education  by  their  own  efforts,  and 
at  their  own  expense.  They  are  public-spirited 
and  enterprising,  contributing  to  school  and  church, 
and  to  all  public  enterprises  as  far  as  their  means 
will  permit. 

Benjamin  F.  Hogan,  Sr.,  farmer.  Bay  Village, 
Ark.  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Hogan,  a respected  resi- 
dent of  this  county  for  many  years,  and  a man  of 
extensive  and  popular  acquaintance,  was  originally 
from  Randolph  County,  Ark.,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred December  2,  1833.  His  parents,  Martin  and 
Zilphia  (Myers)  Hogan,  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  State,  and  the  father  openec.  'pnew 
land  in  that  county,  cultivating  the  same  alt  his 
life.  Benjamin  F.  Hogan  is  the  fourth  in  a family 
of  eleven  children,  all  deceased  with  the  exception 
of  Henry,  a farmer  of  Randolph  County ; Joseph,  of 
that  countv,  and  John,  also  a farmer  of  that  county. 
Benjamin  F.  ’s  time  in  his  youthful  days  was  divided 
between  working  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  of  the  period,  where  he  re 
ceived  a fairly  good  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty - 
three  years  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Hogan,  a native 
of  Poinsett  County,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
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were  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living  at 
the  present  time:  William,  Walter,  Mary,  Lucinda. 
Joannah,  Benjamin  and  Thomas.  The  first  five  of 
these  children  are  all  married,  and  are  residing  in 
Poinsett  County.  Mrs.  Hogan  died  about  1877. 
and  in  1878  Mr.  Hogan  married  his  present  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Mrs.  Mary  Y’^oung,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, Samuel  and  James,  seven  and  five  years  of 
age,  respectively.  Mr.  Hogan  has  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  during  life,  and  in  1888  bought 
his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  forty  acres,  all 
under  fence,  and  all  but  five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  found  his  present  land  a wilderness,  but 
this  he  has  improved,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  homes  in  the  coiinty.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  respectively.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  1863  joined  the 
army  under  Col.  Dobbins,  and  was  with  Gen. 
Price  on  his  famous  raid  through  Missouri.  He 
received  his  discharge  at  Wittsburg,  in  1865.  He 
has  these  step-children:  Leona,  wife  of  B.  S. 
Eakins  a farmer,  living  in  Poinsett  County ; Jane, 
wife  of  William  Hogan,  a farmer,  living  near  Bay 
Village;  W.  S.  James,  Charley  James  and  George. 
His  own  children,  William  and  Walter,  are  farm- 
ers, the  former  in  this  county  and  the  latter  in 
Cross  County;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Asa  Byrum,  and 
is  living  near  Bav  Village;  Lucinda  J.  is  the  wife 
of  James  Jordan,  and  is  living  in  this  county; 
Josephine  is  the  wife  of  James  Herod,  and  lives  in 
this  county;  B.  F.  and  Thomas  are  both  single, 
and  reside  with  their  father. 

E.  L.  Jacobs,  M.  D.  Twenty-nine  years  de- 
voted to  the  service  of  humanity  sums  up  in  a line 
the  career,  thus  far,  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Jacobs.  He  was 
born  in  Hardeman  County,  Term.,  in  1832,  being 
the  youngest  in  a family  of  three  children  born  to 
Henry  and  Jane  C.  (Dillard)  Jacobs,  the  former  a 
native  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  North 
Carolina.  After  their  marriage,  in  Tennessee,  they 
settled  in  Pontotoc  County,  Miss.,  where  they 
opened  up  an  extensive  plantation,  on  which  they 
resided  until  their  respective  deaths,  in  185-1  and 
1866.  On  this  jJantation  Dr.  Jacobs  spent  his 


youthful  days,  and  there  received  his  early  educa- 
tion, which  was  of  a somewhat  meager  description. 

In  1857  he  settled  at  Bolivar,  Poinsett  County, 
Ark.,  but  three  years  later  made  a location  at  Har- 
risburg, where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  has  followed  it  ever  since.  So- 
cially, he  is  a member  of  Poinsett  Lodge  No.  184, 

A.  F.  & A.  M. , of  which  he  has  been  Worshipful 
Master  several  years.  He  has  never  been  an  active 
politician,  but  has  voted  the  Democratic  ticket. 

He  is  a member  of  the  town  council,  and  he  and 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  A.  Conn,  and 
whom  he  married  in  1855,  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Two  children  blessed  their 
union,  E.  J.,  wife  of  A.  C.  Thrower,  being  the  only 
one  living.  Mrs.  Jacobs  is  a daughter  of  Levi  and 
Elizabeth  (Duke)  Conn,  who  were  born  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  respectively.  They  were 
early  immigrants  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark. , and 
here  spent  their  declining  years. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Jacobs.  The  name  of  Dr.  Jacobs 
is  one  of  the  most  respected  in  this  community, 
and  during  his  residence  in  this  county  he  has  en- 
joyed a practice  among  the  best  families,  and  is 
kept  very  busy;  while  with  the  medical  fraternity 
his  reputation  is  by  no  means  local,  and  he  is  known 
for  his  remarkable  cures  throughout  this  section  of 
country.  He  was  born  in  Pontotoc  County,  Miss.,  in  ; 
1852,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  ten  children  ' 
born  to  Clinton  W.  and  Rebecca  J ane  (Conn ) J acobs, 
who  were  Tennesseeans  and  removed  to  Pontotoc 
County,  Miss. , in  1840.  The  father  afterward  re- 
moved to  Poinsett  Co..  Ark.,  and  here  purchased  a j 
woodland  farm,  and  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
in  1887,  his  wife  having  passed  from  life  in  1877. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  an  active  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  a Chapter  Mason,  and,  during  the 
Civil  War,  served  for  some  time  under  Capt.  Brisco. 

Dr.  Jacobs,  our  subject,  spent  his  early  youth  and 
manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  acipiired 
a good  practical  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Poinsett  County.  After  studying  medicine  for 
some  time  under  the  well  known  physicians.  Jacobs 
and  Gilks,  ho  went  before  the  board  of  examiners, 
and  was  licensed  to  practice,  in  January,  18S4. 
and  by  the  aliility  with  which  he  has  managed  his 
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cases,  he  has  become  one  of  the  well-known  physi- 
cians of  the  county,  and  stands  well  with  the  med- 
ical brotherhood.  He  has  a good  plantation  of 
eighty  acres,  but  only  has  seven  acres  under  culti- 
vation. He  supports  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  and  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  December,  1884,  and 
whose  maiden  name  was  IVIary  E.  Sparks,  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Mrs.  Jacobs  was  born  in  Crittenden  County,  Ark., 
and  she  and  the  Doctor  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Harry  Clinton  and  Mary  Bertha. 

J.  A.  Jelks,  M.  D. , was  born  in  Halifax  County, 
N.  C.,  in  January,  1807,  and,  although  he  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  extensive  plantation  in  that 
State,  he  was  never  compelled  to  farm  labor, 
owing  to  the  numerous  slaves  his  father  always 
kept,  they  numbering  about  sixty  the  year  round. 
His  education  up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years  was 
received  in  his  native  county,  and  he  then  entered 
upon  the  study  of  medicine,  under  the  tutelage  of 
that  well-known  physician,  James  B.  Y^ellowly,  re- 
ceiving his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  entered  Rutger’s 
Medical  College  of  New  York  City,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  February.  1829.  Subsequently  re- 
turning to  his  native  heath,  to  enter  upon  his  prac- 
tice, he  was  married  there,  in  1830,  to  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Ann  Crowell,  and  the  following  year  they  re-  , 
moved  westward.  Jkfter  spending  one  year  in 
Lawrence  County,  Miss.,  they  went  to  Hinds  Coun- 
ty, in  the  vicinity  of  Raymond,  that  State,  making 
that  place  their  home  until  December,  1833.  Their 
next  move  was  to  Fayette  County,  Tenu.,  but  after 
a residence  there  of  three  years,  they  returned  to 
Mississippi,  to  Chulahoma,  and  here  his  wife  was  ' 
called  to  her  long  home,  in  1837,  she  having  borne 
him  a daughter,  Cynthia  Louise,  now  Mrs.  Latta, 
residing  in  Cross  County,  near  Cherry  Valley. 
After  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife,  the  Doctor 
returned  to  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  and  resided 
there  until  coming  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in 
1856.  He  was  again  married,  in  Tennessee,  to  j 
Miss  Bettie  J.,  a daughter  of  William  Guerrant,  I 
her  birth  having  occurred  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
The  Doctor  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  this  wife 


in  Poinsett  County,  in  1869,  she  having  borne  him 
a family  of  seven  children,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: William  Robert,  a widower,  residing  in  Crit- 
tenden County;  Charles  E.,  who  wms  in  Capt.  Le- 
Vesque’s  company,  and  died  in  the  army  in  1865: 
Caspar  W.,  a farmer,  married  and  living  in  Cross 
County;  James  H. , also  in  Cross  County;  Thomas 
D.  (deceased);  Mary  T.,  and  Ada  G.  (Mrs.  Jordan), 
who  also  lives  in  Cross  County.  For  his  third  wife 
he  took,  in  1871,  Euna  A.  Allen,  a daughter  of 
Lyman  S.  and  Angeline  (Whitford)  Allen,  who 
were  born  at  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.  The  father  was 
a teacher  by  profession,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion with  success  for  over  thirty  years.  He  removed 
to  Iowa  at  a very  early  day,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Buchanan  County.  He  was  county 
supervisor  for  years,  and  held  the  office  of  magis- 
trate. The  paternal  grandfather,  Joel  Allen,  was 
a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a first  cousin 
of  Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  The 
Allen  family  are  of  English  descent,  and  can  trace 
their  ancestry  back  to  the  year  1635.  Oliver 
Whitford,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  born  in  York  State, 
but  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died. 
He  was  also  of  English  origin.  Lyman  S.  Allen 
died  in  1876  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and 
was  followed  to  the  grave  by  his  wife  in  1884. 
From  the  time  of’his  settlement  until  1885  Dr. 
Jelks  resided  in  Scott  Township,  but  at  that  date 
he  removed  to  Harrisbur;^,  and,  since  startingr  on 
bis  professional  career,  he  has  practiced  continu- 
ously until  within  the  past  eighteen  months.  Dur- 
ing his  long  years  of  practice  here  he  has  proved 
himself  to  be  a physician  of  ability,  his  prac- 
tice beincr  verv  larare,  ami  amonij  the  best  class 

©•■O’  O 

of  citizens.  Sociallv,  he  is  a member  of  Lod^e 
No.  184,  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  in  this  order 
has  advanced  to  the  Chapter.  He  was  the  eld- 
est of  five  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  Rob- 
ert and  Mary  (Nicholson)  Jelks,  who  lived  for  a 
lonjT  time  in  Halifax  Countv,  though  the  mother 
was  born  and  reared  in  Edgecombe  County.  The 
father  afterward  moved  to  Alabama,  and  became  a 
wealthy  planter  of  that  State.  He  was  married 
three  times,  but  had  no  issue  by  his  first  wife. 
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His  last  UQion  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  sons, 
two  of  whom  survive.  His  death  occurred  in 
1816,  in  Russell  County  of  that  State,  his  wife 
having  died  in  North  Carolina  in  1829.  He  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  a member  of  the  Baptist 

I Church. 

! John  Jones,  postmaster.  White  Hall,  Ark.  Mr. 
Jones  was  born  in  Abbeville  District,  S.  C. , and  is 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Conn)  Jones,  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  and  of  Irish  descent.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  South 
Carolina,  and  there  the  mother  died  when  her  son 
John  was  but  an  infant.  He  was  taken  and  reared 
by  his  grandfather,  John  Conn,  and  his  father  went 
to  Alabama,  where  he  was  married  the  second 
time.  After  the  death  of  his  grandparents  our 
subject  was  taken  to  Alabama  by  his  father,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  [ 
that  State.  His  father  was  a miller,  and  was  very 
successful  in  this  occupation.  He  was  a member  of  | 
the  Christian;  Church,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Alabama  in  1862.  John  Jones  was  reared  to  farm 
labor,  and  began  his  own  career  at  the  age  of  hf- 
teen  years.  "When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  left 
Alabama  for  West  Tennessee  and  worked  for 
money  to  enable  him  to  attend  school.  This  was 
in  1837,  and  he  returned  to  Alabama,  where  he 
went  to  school  for  about  two  years,  after  which  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  constable,  although  he 
continued  to  farm  until  1842.  He  took  for  his  life 
companion  Miss  Martha  Thurman,  a native  of  Ala- 

! bama,  and  after  marriage  began  farming  on  rented 
land,  where  he  remained  for  fourteen  years.  In 
1856  he  moved  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  xA.t  hrst 
he  purchased  160  acres  of  wild  land,  and  began  to 
improve  it,  living  in  a tent  until  he  could  erect  a 
cabin.  He  cleared  about  eight  acres  the  first  year, 
and  since  then  has  continued  to  clear  and  other- 
wise improve  his  farm,  until  now  he  has  200  acres 
of  land,  with  120  acres  cleared.  About  1869  he 
erected  a gin  and  grist-mill,  and  has  since  con-  i 
ducted  that  business  in  connection  with  tilling  the 
soil.  In  1887  that  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  | 
was  rebuilt  in  1888.  The  year  1887  was  an  unfort- 
unate one  for  Mr.  Jones,  as  he  had  his  resilience 


and  all  the  contents  destroyed  by  fire  in  that  year.  ! 
To  his  marriage  were  born  these  children:  J.  P.,  ' 

a farmer,  living  in  Scott  Township,  and  is  magis-  j 
trate  for  his  township;  Isaac  L. , now  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  lives  with  his  father;  William  C., 
born  in  1844  and  died  in  1863,  and  Josephine  E., 
born  in  1846.  Mr.  Jones  had  two  sons  in  the  Con- 
federate army;  one.  William  C.,  sickened  and 
died  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  his  father  being  present 
and  attending  to  his  wants  until  his  death;  the  other 
son,  J.  P.,  came  out  without  injury.  Mr.  Jones 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  an  act- 
ive interest  in  politics.  He  held  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  before  the  war,  and  has  filled 
many  local  positions  of  trust  and  resjionsibility,  | 
such  as  coroner  and  school  trustee,  and  has  been 
postmaster  for  the  last  twelve  years.  During  the 
year  1851  Mr.  Jones  held  the  office  of  tax-collector 
in  Limestone  County,  Ala.,  under  a bond  of 
$75,000.  He  is  a member  of  Harrisburrr  Lodgre 
No.  184,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  P.  Jones  is  another  successful  farmer  of  the 
county,  of  which  he  has  been  a resident  since  No- 
vember, 1856.  having  come  here  from  his  native 
State  of  Alabama  at  that  date.  He  was  born  in 
1842,  and  is  the  eldest  of  four  children  of  John 
and  Martha  A.  (Thurman)  Jones,  the  former  born 
in  South  Carolina  and  the  latter  in  Alabama. 
They  were  married  in  the  latter  State,  and  there 
the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  a iilanter 
until  his  removal  to  this  State.  He  located  on  a 
woodland  farm,  where  he  has  made  his  home  up  to 
the  present  date,  and  during  his  residence  here  he  j 
has  been  quite  an  active  politician;  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  postmaster  at  White  Hall  for  some  ten 
years,  and  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  in  1858. 

He  and  his  wife  now  reside  near  their  son,  J.  P., 
who  from  his  earlie.st  youth  has  been  familiar  with 
farm  life.  He  received  his  early  schooling  in  Ala-  i 
bama,  but  in  1861  he  dropped  his  books  and  aban-  ' 
doned  the  plow  to  enlist  in  the  Confederate  army, 
becoming  a member  of  Capt.  Harris’  Company  of 
the  Thirteenth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  He  was  at  Belmont. 
Shiloh,  and  also  in  many  skirmishes.  At  the  ex-  i 
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piration  of  his  term  of  service  he  left  the  army 
and  returned  home,  and  was  married  the  following 
year  in  Poinsett  County,  to  Miss  L.  D.  Eskridge, 
who  was  born  in  West  Tennessee,  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  January,  1SS4,  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year  he  espoused  iMiss  J,  A,  Stafford,  a na- 
tive of  West  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  J.  D, 
and  Hester  Ann  (Harrison)  Stafford,  who  removed 
from  North  Carolina  to  Arkansas  in  1880,  Here 
the  father  died  in  1880,  and  the  mother  four  years 
later.  Mr.  Jones  has  a farm  of  200  acres,  with 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  on  which  he  raises 
cotton  principally.  He  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  stock,  and  in  connection  with  his  father 
operates  a cotton  gin.  He  is  a Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  acted 
as  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township.  He  filled 
the  office  of  county  treasurer  for  nearly  five  years, 
and  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  for 
many  years.  He  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  77  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Harrisburg,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

J.  W.  Kaisner,  planter,  of  Bay  Village,  Ark. 
This  enterprising  citizen  owes  his  nativity  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  Ark.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1845.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a family  of  three 
children, and  the  only  one  now  living,born  to  James 
and  Polly  (Winnehan)  Kaisner,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see and  Arkansas,  respectively.  James  Kaisner, 
when  a young  man,  came  with  his  father  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  and  there  died  in  the  year  1845. 
The  mother  died  in  February,  1855.  Grandfather 
Winnehan  was  a Methodist  minister.  J.  4V.  Kais- 
ner was  reared  by  his  grandfather  Kaisner  to  farm 
life,  and  received  a practical  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Marion  County,  Ark.  During 
the  late  unpleasantness  between  the  North  and 
South  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Missouri  Infantry, 
Confederate  army,  in  February,  1802,  and  served 
three  years,  or  during  the  war.  He  participated  in 
the  following  battles— luka.  Corinth,  Vicksburg, 
Champion’s  Hill  and  others  of  less  note.  He  was 
paroled  at  Jacksonport.  in  June,  1805,  after  which 
he  came  to  Crittenden  County,  Ark.,  and  there  re- 
mained until  January,  1800,  when  he  entered  Poin- 


sett County.  He  there  followed  farming  in  a suc- 
cessful manner,  and  in  1807  purchased  100  acres 
of  land,  with  twenty-five  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  commenced  at  once  to  improve,  and  now  has 
220  acres  with  sixty-five  under  cultivation.  He 
raises  considerable  stock,  and  over  his  meadows 
roam  horses  and  cattle,  principally  the  latter.  He 
is  not  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  though  often  solicited  to  run  for 
office  has  never  done  so.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  of  the  Agricultural 
Wheel.  Mr.  Kaisner  selected  for  his  companion 
in  life  Miss  Jane  Morrison,  a native  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  and  was  married  to  her  in  Poinsett 
County,  in  1868.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kais- 
ner settled  on  his  present  property,  and  there  he 
has  since  resided.  He  and  wife  are  both  church 
members,  he  of  the  Methodist  and  she  of  the 
Baptist  denomination.  To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Kaisner 
has  been  born  one  child,  James  Todd.  Mr.  Kais- 
ner has  seen  many  changes  in  the  country  since  his 
residence  here.  At  first  they  were  obliged  to  go 
twenty  miles  to  market,  and  a trip  to  Memphis 
was  made  in  eight  or  ten  days.  He  is,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  a self-made  man,  and  to  his  own 
industry  and  enterprise  is  due  his  success. 

J.  B.  Lynch,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Grant  & Lynch,  general  merchants  of  Weiner, 
Ark. , was  born  in  Giles  Coimty,  Tenn. , in  1860. 
and  since  February,  1880,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
his  present  business.  The  firm  carry  a complete 
and  select  stock  of  ijroceries,  canned  goods,  drv 
goods,  boots  and  shoes,  shelf  hardware,  furniture, 
etc.,  and  will  soon  put  in  a .stock  of  clothing  for 
their  fall  trade.  They  are  wide-awake,  plucky  and 
reliable,  and  fully  deserve  the  paying  trade  which 
they  have  secured.  Mr.  Lynch  is  the  third  in  a 
family  of  nine  children  born  to  W.  F.  and  Susan 
E.  (Gibles)  Lynch,  who  were  Tennesseeans,  the 
father  an  undertaker  by  trade.  He  remained  at 
Lynchville,  Tenn..  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1882,  his  wife  having  passed  from  life  in  1876. 
The  father  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  was  a man 
whom  everybotly  respected  and  admired.  In  1^.82 
J.  B.  Lynch  came  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and 
began  farming;  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  went  to 
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Johnson  County,  and  after  residing  in  the  town  of 
Clarksville  for  some  time,  he  returned  to  Jackson 
County,  and  came  to  Poinsett  County  in  1884,  where 
his  attention  was  for  some  time  given  to  railroad- 
tie  contracting,  continuing  this  till  up  to  the  time 
of  embarking  in  his  present  business.  His  efforts 
‘ in  this  direction  are  meeting  with  good  results,  and 
he  can,  with  every  assurance  of  success,  look  for- 
ward to  a prosperous  future.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  184.  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
of  Harrisburg,  and  in  politics,  although  not  very 
active,  he  usually  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

J.  J.  Mardis,  attorney  at  law'.  The  name  of 
Mardis  is  identified  with  the  professional  standing, 
the  welfare  and  material  and  social  happiness  of 
Poinsett  County,  of  which  he  is  a native-born 
resident,  bis  birth  occurring  November  18.  1850. 
He  is  the  youngest  of  a family  of  six  children  of 
John  P.  and  Delilah  (Hamrick)  Mardis,  the  former 
a native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Alabama. 
They  were  early  settlers  of  Poinsett  County,  and 
entered  Government  land,  on  which  they  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1856;  in  addition 
to  managing  his  farm,  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine,  his  services  being  re- 
quired over  a very  large  area.  His  widow  still 
survives  him,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
Their  children  are  as  follow's:  Amanda  J.  (Mrs. 
Thorn),  B.  R.  J.  (married,  and  residing  on  the  old 
homestead),  N.  B.  (a  w'idow'er,  residing  in  Scott 
Township),  and  J.  J.  (our  subject.)  The  latter 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Hamsburg  and 
vicinity,  and,  after  reading  law  in  that  town  for 
some  time,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
practicing  his  profession,  and  is  considered  by  all 
to  be  a practical  thinker  and  an  earnest  and  forci- 
! ble  speaker.  His  property  has  been  acquired 
’ through  his  own  exertions,  and  100  acres  of  his 
farm  are  under  cultivation.  He  was  married  here  in 
; April,  1872,  to  IMiss  Sue  Han-is,  and  of  seven  chil- 
j dren  born  to  their  union  six  are  living:  John  A., 
Agnew,  Henry,  Maggie  Lee,  Simmie  and  Freddie. 
Dovie  died  in  August.  1886.  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years.  Mrs.  Mardis  is  a daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Coi)eland)  Harris,  who  were  Temu'sseeans, 
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and  came  to  Poinsett  County.  Ark.,  in  1820.  taking 
up  their  abode  on  a farm  near  Harrisburg,  w'here 
the  father  died  in  1885.  the  mother  in  1884.  Mr. 
Mardis  has  taken  quite  an  active  interest  in  pol- 
itics, and  always  votes  with  the  Democratic  party: 
he  served  on  that  ticket  in  the  capacity  of  magis- 
trate for  six  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M. , Harrisburg  Lodge,  No.  184.  and  also  be- 
I longs  to  the  K of  H.  He  and  w'ife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Epi.scopal  Church,  and  since  De- 
j cember,  1887,  have  been  residents  of  Harrisburg, 
where  Mr.  Mardis  has  built  up  a large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  clientage.  He  is  well  versed  in 
the  intricacies  of  the  law.  and  is  thoroughly  com- 
petent and  reliable. 

Michael  Mayer,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Weiner. 

■ Ark.  The  reader  is  herewith  handed  a plain  state- 
: ment  of  a useful  life;  for  certainlv.  if  what  is  of 
the  most  use  is  of  the  most  value,  then,  indeed,  it  is 
' in  recording  the  lives  of  representative  men  that 
biography  is  to  be  useful  to  posterity.  Mr.  Mayer 
was  bom  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1844,  and  was 
the  seventh  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Markworth) 

' Mayer,  the  father  a native  of  Bavaria,  and  the 
mother  of  Canton  Worms,  France.  Michael  alayer. 
Sr.,  was  reared  in  his  native  country,  and  became  a 
successful  agriculturist.  He  owned  a very  large 
vineyard,  but  sold  out  in  1853  and  came  direcf 
from  Germany  to  Illinois,  where  he  later  purchased 
land  in  Vermilion  County,  and  made  his  home 
for  some  time.  Later  he  moved  to  Danville,  111.. 

; where  his  death  occurred  in  October.  1876.  and 
j one  year  later  his  excellent  wife  also  closed  her 
I eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  earth.  The  early  life 
' of  Michael  iMayer,  Jr.,  was  passed  between  assist- 
ing on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  public 
schools  of  Danville,  111.  Ayhen  the  late  war  broke 
' out  he  enlisted  in  Company  B.  Tenth  Illinois  Cav- 
i airy.  Independent  Regiment,  at  Camp  Butler. 

I Springfield,  111.,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Western 
Department.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Wilson's 
Creek,  Pea  Ridge,  Prairie  Grove.  Arkanaa^  Post. 
Little  Rock.  Saline  River.  Pleasant  Hill,  Helena. 
Vicksburg,  Nashville,  was  at  Stone  River,  siege 
of  Atlanta,  and  was  in  the  memoralile  march  to 
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the  sea.  He  was  at  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  and 
was  also  in  the  Red  River  campaign ; was  also  in 
the  battles  of  Corinth  and  Pittsburg  Landing. 
He  received  his  discharge  at  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
in  1865,  but  was  on  the  border  during  that  winter, 
guarding  the  railroads.  He  then  returned  to  Dan- 
ville, 111.,  and  engaged  in  merchandising,  which 
he  continued  for  about  five  years.  In  1866  he 
was  married,  in  Danville,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  Klaege, 
a native  of  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Geise)  Klaege,  also  natives  of  Germany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klaege  came  to  the  LTiited  States  in 
1856,  settling  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  where  the 
father  wms  employed  for  some  time,  and  then 
moved  to  Danville,  111.,  in  1865.  He  died  there 
in  the  fall  of  1868.  The  mother  moved  to  Poin- 
sett County,  Ark.,  in  1882,  and  made  her  home 
with  the  sirbject  of  this  sketch  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  one  year  later.  Michael  Mayer 
continued  his  mercantile  pursuits,  as  before  stated, 
for  five  years  in  Danville,  111. ; then  embarked  in 
contracting,  and  worked  on  the  I.  B.  & W.  R.  R. 
He  remained  in  Danville  until  1881,  when  he 
moved  to  Poinsett  County,  and  in  Septej^ber  pur- 
chased a timber  tract  of  280  acres.  He  now  has 
good  buildings,  and  has  100  acres  under  fence.  He 
also  owns  160  acres  partly  under  cultivation,  with 
a good  two  story  house,  etc.  He  raises  consider- 
able cattle  of  the  Ayrshire  grade,  and  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake  farmers  of  the  county.  He  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  is  not  very  active  in 
politics.  While  living  at  Danville,  Mr.  Mayer 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  alderman,  and  since 
livintr  here  he  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board,  he  being  deeply  interested  in  educational 
affairs,  having  been  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
school  district.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayer  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  To  their  united  lives 
has  been  bora  one  child,  Emma  Elizabeth,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  J.  M.  Steele  [see  sketch],  and  re 
sides  in  Poinsett  County.  They  have  an  adopted 
son,  Thomas  Leonard,  whom  they  took  when  four 
years  of  age.  He  now  bears  the  name  of  Thomas 
Mayer. 

P.  J.  Murray  is  possessed  of  those  advanced  ideas 
and  progressive  principles  regarding  agricultural 


life  which  seem  to  be  the  chief  prerogative  of  the 
average  native  of  Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Kane 
County  in  1852,  and  is  the  eldest  of  four  children 
born  to  Patrick  and  Ann  (Kane)  Murray,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  “Emerald  Isle.’’  At  an 
early  day  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
after  residing  some  time  in  Pennsylvania,  they 
removed  to  Illinois,  and  here  they  both  died  in 
Kane  Coimty,  some  years  ago.  P.  J.  Murray 
received  such  education  as  the  district  schools  of 
Kane  County  afforded,  and  his  youth  and  early 
manhood  were  spent  in  aiding  in  the  development 
of  the  home  farm.  After  working  in  the  pineries 
of  Northern  Michigan  for  some  time,  he  went  to 
Louisiana,  and  in  January.  1882,  came  to  Poinsett 
Countv,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
and  also  had  the  contract  for  grading  five  miles  of 
the  Kansas  City  A Memphis  Railroad.  After 
completing  one  mile  the  company  raised  the  grade, 
and  Mr.  Murray  threw  up  the  job,  then  returning  to 
his  store,  to  which  he  gave  his  undivided  attention 
for  some  eighteen  months.  He  then  commenced 
farming,  and  purchased  a timber  tract  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  began  immediately  to  improve. 
He  now  has  forty  acres  cleared  and  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  is  making  a good  living.  He  is  an  active 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  is  at  present 
serving  his  third  term  as  magistrate.  He  was 
instrumental  in  organizing  a good  school  in  his 
district.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M. , and  belongs  to  Jonesboro  Chapter.  He 
was  married  in  Little  River  Township,  in  1883,  to 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Davidson,  a native  of  Dunklin 
County,  Mo.,  and  a daughter  of  Zachariah  and 
Sarah  Davidson,  who  were  natives  of  that  State. 
They  removed  to  this  county  in  1877,  and  the 
father  is  now  living  with  Mr.  Murray,  his  wife 
having  died  some  years  ago.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray:  Zachariah 

and  Feli.v.  Since  locating  here  Mr.  Murray  has 
seen  many  changes  take  place,  and  the  country 
rapidly  till  up  with  a good  class  of  settlers.  The 
soil  here  is  fertile,  and  will  readily  yield  fifty 
bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre. 

T.  H.  Peck,  through  good  management  and 
energy,  has  become  the  owner  of  ISO  acres  of  ex- 
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collent  land,  of  which  about  forty  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  and  eighty  are  in  timber  land.  He 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Tenu.,  in  1834,  and 
is  the  eldest  of  a family  of  six  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  William  R.  Peck  and  J.  C.  Arledge, 
the  former  a Tennesseean,  and  the  latter  a native 
of  South  Carolina.  The  latter  attended  school  in 
Columbia,  in  her  native  State,  being  a schoolmate 
of  Gen.  Wade  Hampton.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  the  latter  State,  and  in  1840  removed  to 
Poinsett  County,  where  they  resided  on  a farm  in 
Bolivar  Township  until  their  respective  deaths,  in 
1840  and  1872.  The  early  educational  advantages 
of  T.  H.  Peck  were  somewhat  limited,  as  he  re- 
mained faithfully  by  his  mother,  assisting  her  on 
I the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age.  In 
1869,  he  was  married  in  Crittenden  County,  Ark., 
to  Miss  Mary  M.  Dean,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1870,  she  having  borne 
' Mr.  Peck  two  children;  William  L.,  who  is  mar- 
' ried  and  resides  in  the  county,  and  George  W. 

! In  the  latter  part  of  1870  Mr.  Peck  was  married, 

! in  Poinsett  County,  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Ware,  of 
i Middle  Tennessee,  but  after  bearing  one  child, 
Mary  O. , she  died  in  1873.  He  espoused  his  third 
w'ife.  Miss  Mary  E.  Allen,  a native  of  South  Caro- 
I lina,  in  1875.  In  1861,  IVIi-.  Peck  enlisted  from 
Poinsett  County  in  Company  C,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Harris’  Company,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh 
( and  Belmont,  being  wounded  in  the  former  engage- 
ment by  a gun-shot.  After  serving  one  year,  he 
returned  to  Poinsett  County,  and  for  some  time 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land,  but  for  a 
number  of  years  has  given  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. He  is  an  active  politician,  voting  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  has  served  as  magistrate  of  his 
township  for  seven  years.  He  has  always  been 
! deeply  interested  in  schools,  and  for  a number  of 
years  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board.  He 
belongs  to  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 

George  C.  Peters  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Peters  & Gats,  who  are  the  proprietors  of 
a saw  mill  at  Weiner,  Ark.,  which  has  an  extensive 
capacity  and  a forty -horse-power  engitie.  They 
manufacture  hardwood  lumber,  of  all  kinds,  and 
make  a specialty  of  wagon  materials,  shipping  their 


product  to  Hawley,  Paddock  & Co.,  and  the  Mis- 
souri Car  & Foundry  Works,  at  St.  Louis.  Mo.  i 
1 They  have  been  established  in  business  here  some 
little  time,  and,  judging  from  the  patronage  they 
already  command,  they  can  look  forward  to  a pros- 
, perous  and  successful  future.  Mr.  Peters  was  born 
in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y. . in  1853,  and  possesses 
the  many  admirable  qualities  which  are  so  charac- 
, teristic  of  natives  of  the  “Empire  State.”  He 
was  the  third  of  five  children  born  to  Henry  W. 
i and  Caroline  E.  (Flint)  Peters,  also  natives  of 
Now  York,  and  inherits  English  blood  from  his 
father.  The  latter  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
honest  “sons  of  the  soil. “ but  is  now  livino-  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. , retired  from  the  active  duties 
of  life.  His  children  are  Alfred  H. , who  resides 
in  Poughkeepsie,  and  devotes  his  time  to  literature, 

’ being  a contributor  to  the  Century  and  Harpers' 
magazines,  also  other  noted  periodicals;  Jacob  O., 
who  is  married  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
I of  400  acres,  near  Amenia,  N.  Y.  ; G.  C. ; K.  E., 
wife  of  S.  F.  Davidson,  residing  in  Topeka,  Kas. , 
and  is  chief  clerk  in  the  treasurer's  office  of  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  & Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  Car- 
I rie,  atwin  sister  of  Jacob  O.,  who  resides  in  Pough- 
keepsie. George  C.  Peters  was  reared  principally 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  but  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  Bisbee’s 
Military  Academy,  and  after  completing  his  course 
there  he  went  to  New  York  City,  and  engaged  in 
business  on  Wall  Street,  but  removed  from  there 
some  time  after  to  Topeka,  Kas.  (in  1874),  and  had 
charge  of  the  Wells-Fargo  Express  Company,  and 
later  the  Adams  Express  Company.  In  1870  he 
went  to  San  Juan  County.  Colo.,  on  a prospecting 
tour,  but  soon  after  returned  to  New  York,  and,  in 
1880,  went  to  Chicago,  and  until  1885  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Union  Stock  Yards.  In  the  latter 
year  became  to  Harrisburg,  Poinsett  County,  Ark., 
and  from  there  moved  to  Weiner,  where  he  dealt 
in  stock  until  embarking  in  his  present  enterprise. 

He  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  Belle  F.  Duke,  a 
native  of  \\'ayue  County,  Iowa,  their  marriage 
taking  place  in  Poinsett  County.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  James  M.  and  Ann  E.  (Scudder)  Duke,  and 
from  them  inherits  Scotch  blood.  Her  mother  was 


r 


/ I V.JO'J  1 J.-'.ZIO'I 


! ' wjji 


— 

- 'f- 

’ I I j.  ■>  ■£  y- 

il4*. 

T ■ *, 

• T ' I ‘ ; • 

.,‘f/ 

* ! * J M ' 

1 i'f,... 

» ••  I ■ ( i‘ 

1 ~ ■ 

1’  > tii 

• 4l  1 . 

' 1 

.1  . . .O' 

; • I-": 

>•1  -A'  ■ i 

, ■ 

' ' IUv.'.i  , 

O ^ Ii  '4 

. , . )V 

■•‘il'A  Pill 

■ OJ  ■'  i'JlJ 

. , .:-•■■■-'!  n; 

. I ■ 

■ . •'  1 i-  I'l.y , 

p.'  1 ili 

I ti'.r  - 

. 1 , "f  1 1 ' 

1 70 

; -n  . 'i. 

..  '<  • ' ' ilM  Jt 

♦ V 

r '■  *•’ 

■>i.‘  , 

y .■■;i.'(  lon 

j-i  ' ■ , 

'■  I',-.  i:0  '• 

4i 

, f-l,  cl-i  

' ) l'  1 ' : 

•ill  iatn^  "••('ui''  1,  ' ’ 

'i  •■■'•  .1 

■ ••  • J:t"' 

i 

,i‘ij  I '.i  uio  '•.■Tity  ■_  ''  > ■ 

1. "4T 

■! 

I'l  vii.f'i  v.'oq  -I  ■ 

; r - l,-.X  . 

••  '.•■  =>< 

■ 

- 1 rj,-  ■< i I'jit  -'ll  ■ ii  ' '•  ■■ 

I/i» ■ 

...  ..  , , ..  'T  ■■■ul,. 

■•  ■ , ii*.  ! ■ 

; ■ y.j; 

.all  I 

, . mL.„:  ,u:--  ■ 

• .•'.■'■/Ii- I’l;  ’. 

. J '.*•  ] ' ^ * fi*  .i  ' * ' f * *’  -* 

■■;'t  01  J 't 

[ .ih'ii  'A 

•.'p 

.1,1  Mi.  'J.  ' 'J 

h<jlV  .1,  toil'' 

,•  :■ 

1 ;.  ■ . <':)■  i ' iv  •iilt  O' ' 

- ,i  •■l'" 

. i;j.i 

( }]  , ' I .>  /'  ..(iif'.jVA  >.'i"  ^ 

r:?  .•  111  • •!  .'1^  ;.• 

. ' • ' •.■.‘I ii-j’.  > r in  ' > - <•■ 

*.  .'-.l''  ■•'.  't  il.*''!  '','i  i ’ - 

, : . . ■'-■It  nr("/  ' lin'i'-'. 

. • . , • . • .V  • .^J  . 

, ■ . , 1:  , ■ 1 ■ i. ' i .'.1  ; V ^ >iD  I i' ' 

■ • I ..•■  . , ' '■■  r!  '7  «ii{  j' ' ■" 

. • ■■  ■ ■.  -J.',:;  I.IK/;  •'•illt  4tO.':r'- A.- ■'ll-h 

I V ) yi  ■ '••  ■ 'J  ''i  ' 

, . oi!  I.-.-  .ll-.-i  f • 'f"b  lii.V/  fltf  f J 

. . , r : ■ .T  .'J  ' •• 

( , . .-I-;  II,,  ,>  rl'  ’ '■'I--'’  's'i 

,,  ; V-i 

■ ” II  . , \ l.I.f'  'J.i  A 

'.1^  "J  'J:  - 'I 

• , ■ I*  '-";!  liJni;  I ■- 

•-  1.,:  fil  i--u.Y  .1  ■ ■■',  auiif'J  •■«?!  'i  I 

• .i’yi-aiiyi  inrl-irioH  Oi  ..n.ji  . ^ul  •in'- / 

. jd  'viUfj'*/  0.1  (■'ivoxa  '.  in,  ■'‘j'l)  i'i;b 

. ;X  •}^*^  feio  ni  .tinn  ii'X)!';  n. 

, u M'l.Jd  itiU  O'  ' i-ui  i 

n-,'!  .j-fi-  ) il'iv  " '• 

-»V  ii  rfi  '.do  ■.  V.. 

i>;';'  (■-'>M-i  * ./)  Utl/  Lv'i'/!  llJllij 

- "Jr  ■■  f ••  idpi|'  D?  •’’( 


a 


T JuM!  /tIM  f.Ot'O)  v h'l^  ■ tit-iT  lo  ,<»)tn{  ’ 

"'i;;!'*  inH)  dJOtf/' •' 

• <tl  , i>n  *’l  IK---':  «fi  *Hir<r  HflW 

"I'l:  'l  l i '••  'iVuiUil  it  . I ><»'!•, 


jii 

■ " > 

I,  t-fl..  i'v  M y\  ,'fi'i 

1!  n 

5(1  ';.,'.rnnW|i 

’bViVi 

1 : ^ M ' V 

I.I  1 liir:  .1.  ;,,'i-‘'.  I. 

■I'-.T 

M M iO  ' 4 . 

( 1 . ■ 

„i  v.  ] 

lii'  1 It], ; • oT  ! 

i'll  ip 

Hi'}  i!KkxH  la 

oli:ip 

• t If 

' I'l  '<  . 'i;UH  , , 

f’  it"’ 

IfJiU 

ft**'  . - . 

^'1  '1  .'  ! l:-'.;|1  'I. 

'll 

['ii'*-  lo 

‘ii  ^ I •(■(I’iio, ' •i'M.'i'T  Bill'-ni 

■ / r*  0 :;  Mu  l*‘>i  v*n{)  % 

II  ,EUi  •il'ali  07  I t’i'l']''  ; 1 '1  ‘ i • 1 

' d . i.ilT  .!;■ » / f. , I.U.  >4?.i  , 

1(4  Jii..' -'i..';;: '-S  ’ , H -X  1‘* 

•....;  •j.iif  cl  .1  'd )'..v! 

-i'.  ‘I'.U  >1/  •.<  1 1’,  I • -V.'  'A  MlTiOr  OVJrti  -ilK/i 

:1  1.  I' .'  n . '.U  J j 'tiDiiui  r.fjv,'  o4  . 

. 1 . iKitJoj  I’-  t/  ol 

■ i)  Our*  (),"'V  Ufl  lihodlr 

I , TtiT?  ...1  ’ d'<ir/li :l'j  I,  (Cl  Aoa'^J  ,tH 

//  n-to*,f)  !h!J!  .-'tfirK-o  ‘wfl -^r  ,J>UH  f«»i7 

■ .n.iSin  .i.|/  ' n tili  I'i:  rijj.'j  't'jjfiit ‘td}!  fll  J 

'10  /•<>]»  r.i^iW  oJ  ' lJoofjro‘i  or 

/ ;i>  “'.•u  4ry'‘'.'  ■■ -'h;- . 

/.  I'-.’.!  i''j>iT>'ir- I • r.^  i-i  ''  •),,>  ‘O  .b45.  , 

I .',0  irinoc -lo  ‘.V'trm  ii  imfiA  r:/,iA  8-<tin  i 

. j7  ."lid  4^^*  ftl  '!>  .flfTr! 

ifTftO  '.)  Vdil<|raXl  •'.  vjjl tfl\e:.ynU 
■1  y ''O  Of  SiSV-’  tnl/;  . 

■ 'I-''  ,'i  nilJ'4i?fe‘4»Q.i'ov' 

i4  Oi,  > It  ...  it  1 t<># 

C'iliiJ  onioii  -ia;  In  •'  .VJOf:-  ■ rjpt  iifo'-i  oj  £ywn?|^''*'< 

j;  lo']  :h'(I  srfrf_iju  oi  iifJF 

nnrj*'!  1.4  Ji  ll  ni'i'  i.'  '<i!  f i : J -xjj'*'/  ?o  nwoniuo 
• V.nt-‘'Y  i.i,.;"! m'”'j  *•  •'it'.w;  i.  .'•  -»H  .|>m 

Kih<  Vi  wjr.  M n:  bov  iia  ''lii  4^^^t3i>3  oiioH 

fT-.w!  ,i6ii  hii  >ii' iv  jisvsn  xo?  (vd!i£i'*r  >J 

!>•  T'J'fj.'mn  fi  ’Uil  f»!«  ..^'fnojjVR  c‘r  bfJlsToeloi  ' 

•j’fi  .biBC'd  [ood-j'^.  tfd:  ■■'& iviJu^iof- o ad»4‘'ej'-4  air.'in 
.load  /'  tB-tBlfuoiijiA  tfnnO^’<J 

>r.  tio  ■micj'iji  •iflinoi'  yi.M  tfi  aiiylo’l  Dif.yjooO 
I joiij  v4;  I*'  " cdvr  -A  W orril 

&7.xiio:in  oj;  . .4'' A.  , fuu  t ff’Ut  fOuj-  <* 

/ 'tiT  tini’.JU'..  tii  <Vv  I /jjlsi'f  I*  t'ljil  ■ 

linj  .abaiil  U»t  U>-  .T'darr;!  bv.6w"Ifir‘4  yiiiivriVnj'tuo 
jjOiil'V’!*!  ^eJor  t'iliiio  iiog/»7i  jO  illidsocJft  jj  :'ibir.fl 

' * . . ,.! 


604 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


a. 


a member  of  the  same  family  as  Dr.  Sciiclder,  of 
Chicago.  Mr.  Peters  has  seen  many  improve- 
ments in  the  county  since  locating,  and  considers 
this  an  exceptionally  healthy  locality.  It  is  an  ex 
cellent  grazing  region,  and  in  any  ordinary  season 
will  pasture  stock  the  year  round.  He  has  SOO 
acres  of  land,  which  he  expects  soon  to  open  to 
settlers;  and  he  and  his  business  partner  have  a 
timber  tract  of  240  acres.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  schools,  and,  owing  to  his  influence 
in  District  No.  2,  the  building  is  equipped  with 
all  modern  improvements,  and  they  have  adopted 
the  Harpers’  and  Standard  systems  of  books. 

B.  F.  Powell  is  a well-to-do  planter  of  the  coun- 
ty, this  occupation  having  received  his  attention 
from  early  boyhood,  and  after  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  1872,  he 
purchased  a timber  tract  embracing  160  acres  of 
land,  and  now  has  100  acres  cleared  and  under 
cultivation,  which  he  devotes  to  raising  cotton  and 
corn.  He  is  independent  in  his  political  views, 
but  is  an  active  advocate  of  schools,  and  has  been 
a member  of  the  school  board  in  his  district  for 
twelve  years,  in  every  respect  being  a public- 
spirited  citizen.  On  the  26th  of  February,  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Tw'enty  third  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  was  a participant  in  the  battles  of 
Corinth,  luka,  Port  Hudson  and  others,  remaining 
on  active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Miss  S.  L.  J.  Clam- 
pet,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Riley)  Clampet,  also  of  that 
State,  who  came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  day. 
The  mother  died  a few  years  ago,  but  the  father  is 
still  living,  a resident  of  this  county.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  was  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  five  now  living:  MaryH. , Sue  E. , 
Arthur  Lee,  David  C.  and  Daisy,  Those  deceased 
are  Laura  M. , who  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
eight  years;  Anna  Jane,  whose  death  occurred 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  and  Henry 
E. , who  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 
Mr.  Powell  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ala.,  in 
1845,  and  is  the  fifth  in  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  James  E.  and  Harriet  H.  (Burton) 
Powell,  who  were  born  in  the  “ Palmetto  State.  ” 


but  settled  in  Alabama,  and  in  1849  removed  to 
Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  making  this  State  their 
permanent  abode  until  their  respective  deaths, 
March  4,  1861,  and  June  27,  1861.  The  father  was 
a farmer  throughout  life. 

John  W.  Rooks,  real  estate  agent  and  hotel- 
keeper,  Harrisburg,  Ark.  This  prominent  and 
successful  citizen  is  a native  of  Tennessee,  whose 
birth  occuiTed  in  Shelby  County,  December  5,  j 
1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Rooks,  a native  of 
Middle  Tennessee,  who  was  married  in  his  native 
State  to  Miss  Melinda  Montgomery,  also  a native 
of  Middle  Tennessee.  They  moved  to  Arkansas 
about  1856,  settled  on  the  Bay  Road,  five  miles  , 
east  of  Harrisburg,  in  Bolivar  Township,  and  there  | 
the  father  oj^ened  up  160  acres  of  wild  land,  clear-  i 
ing  about  fifty  acres,  and  erecting  buildings,  etc. 
Later  he  moved  to  the  west  side  of  Crowley’s  ; 
Ridge,  in  Scott  Township,  and  there  purchased  ; 
240  acres  of  land,  of  which  he  cleared  100  acres. 

He  was  a farmer  and  brick  mason,  and  a very  in- 
dustrious. enterprising  man.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his  family 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis-  ; 
copal  Church,  South.  He  died  in  I860.  The  . ! 
mother  Mrs.  Melinda  (Montgomery)  Rooks,  was 
born  in  Bedford  (now  Crawford)  County,  Tenn., 
in  the  year  1807,  and  is  still  living.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Lyons)  Mont- 
gomery, natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  early  set- 
tlers of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Her  father  was  | 
a farmer,  and  removed  to  Middle  Tennessee  about 
1800.  When  a very  old  man,  he  returned  to  his 
native  State  to  settle  up  a legacy,  and  was  never 
afterward  heard  from.  Her  mother  died  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  when  about  fifty  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Rooks  was  one  of  five  chikiren  born  to  her 
parents,  and  is  the  only  one  living.  She  was  mar- 
ried at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  to  Mr.  Rooks,  a 
son  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  North  Carolina, 
and  in,  1856  removed  to  Arkansas.  To  their  union 
were  born  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  lived  to 
be  grown,  became  maiTied  and  had  families.  The 
children  were  as  follows:  Mrs.  N.  E.  Flowers,  died 
in  1870  and  left  two  children;  Eli.  who  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  Bay  Village,  and  who 
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j died  December  15,  1878;  James  \V.,  died  in  1864 
I at  the  age  of  forty  years;  Martha  A.,  widow  of 
Henry  Gilbert;  Sarah  J. , wife  of  T.  C.  Broadster; 
Eliza,  wife  of  J.  W.  Killough;  James  K. , died 
I about  1867;  Michael  K.  died  in  his  tenth  year; 
Mary  E.,  died  in  infancy;  Evalyn,  wife  of  Kev. 
A.  C.  Griffith,  an  elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Harrisburg;  John  W.  (subject  of  this 
sketch),  and  one  w'ho  died  unnamed.  Mrs.  Rooks 
furnished  three  sons  for  the  late  war,  and  one  son- 
in-law.  William,  one  of  the  sons,  died  durincj 
that  struggle,  but  the  others  served  the  entire  time 
without  harm.  As  before  stated,  Mrs.  Rooks  was 
left  a widow  in  1860,  just  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  war,  and  she  bravely  struggled  to  support  her 
family, , but  lost  all  her  property  during  the  con- 
flict. She  was  left  in  debt  to  the  amount  of 
$2,500,  but  this,  by  skillful  management,  she  con- 
trived to  pay  off.  She  has  long  been  a Christian, 
and  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  her  children  are  also  mem- 
bers. In  1868  she  gave  up  housekeeping,  and 
has  since  made  the  homes  of  her  children  happy 
by  her  presence.  Her  son,  John  W.  Rooks,  was 
taught  the  principles  of  farm  life  when  young, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  country 
schools,  and  supplementing  the  same  by  a course 
in  the  high  school,  at  Harrisburg,  under  the  tutor- 
ship of  Prof.  C.  O.  Turbeville.  In  1871,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  began  clerking  in  the 
store  of  Kelloirgh,  Mitchell  & Co.,  at  a place 
called  Lick  Skillet,  live  miles  south  of  Harrisburg, 
and  worked  one  year.  In  1871  he  began  clerking 
in  Wittsburg,  and  continued  in  that  work  until 
1875,  when  he  opened  a general  store  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  W.  Rooks  & Co.  This  business 
he  continued  with  success  until  1882,  when  he 
sold  out  and  built  a store  at  Cherry  Valley,  in 
Cross  County,  Ark.  In  1885  he  sold  out  and  re- 
turned to  Harrisburg,  where  he  built  the  Rooks 
House  and  opened  that  hotel  to  the  public.  This 
he  built  in  1878,  and  it  was  destroyed  by  tire,  with 
all  its  contents,  in  1882.  The  same  year  the  pres- 
I eat  hotel  was  built,  and  this  he  still  conducts. 

' In  the  year  1887  Mr.  Rooks  originated  the  real 
estate  firm  of  Rooks  A Ainsworth,  it  being  the 


only  recognized  real  estate  firm  in  Poinsett  County, 
and  they  do  a very  successful  business.  Mr. 
Rooks  has  always  taken  a decided  interest  in  poli- 
I tics,  and  has  twice  been  defeated  for  county  treas- 
urer by  a small  majority.  He  served  one  term  as 
deputy  clerk  for  T.  B.  Sparks.  He  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  is  an  earnest  temperance 
I worker.  On  the  18th  of  April,  1877,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Gant,  daughter  of 
I J.  W.  and  S.  S.  (Keller)  Gant,  natives  of  North 
Carolina,  who  settled  in  Craighead  County,  Ark., 
in  1860.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rooks  were  born  the 
following  children:  Mary  B.,  Joseph  W. , and 

Harry  G.  Mr.  Rooks  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  also  the  K.  of  H,,  and  he  and  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Judge  John  T.  Roy,  Poinsett,  Ark.  Judge  Roy 
is  a man  who  needs  no  introduction  to  the  readers 
of  this  volume.  His  birth  occurred  in  Shelby 
County,  Tenn. , April  15,  1834,  and  he  is  the 
son  of  Merida  and  Susan  (Gentry)  Roy,  natives 
of  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  To 
the  parents  were  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
lived  to  be  grown.  They  are  named  as  follows: 
John  Thomas;  W.  A.,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  lives 
i in  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  is  justice  of  the 
j peace;  Eliza,  wife  of  Lemuel  Crane,  a farmer  re- 
siding in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.;  Frances,  wife  of 
William  Crarage,  a book-keeper;  Jesse;  Merida,  a 
1 farmer,  and  resides  in  the  house  where  he  was 
i born;  Alfred,  a farmer,  who  lives  in  Scott  Town- 
' ship;  Daniel,  farmer,  living  in  Scott  Townshi{>; 
j Nathaniel  G. , died  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and 
I Elmira,  died  in  childhood.  The  father  of  these 
; children,  Merida  Roy,  was  born  September  lU. 

I 1805,  and  died  May  1,  1885.  He  was  well  edu- 
j cated,  was  a farmer,  and  followed  tilling  the  soil 
I all  his  life.  He  was  also  a minister  in  the  Prim- 
j itive  Baptist  Church,  a member  of  the  Masonic 
j order,  and  in  politics  a Democrat.  His  wife, 
i Susan  (Gentry')  Roy,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gentry,  a native  of  Virginia,  and  a near  relative 
I of  Merideth  Gentry,  the  famous  senator  from 
: Tennessee.  Judge  John  T.  Roy  assisted  his 
; father  on  the  farm  until  grown,  and  December  3, 
1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frances 


I , juj  'iTJia>cr<yi 


I ■ < ' ' . ( t j ' I ■ ^ 

. ; I , ' TOl  1 1'.'  ’’ 

M.l..  (.  : ;i 


I ' ' /;  ■;  • '*  '.I'''* 

) ■* . i .!  ' ,V  i!  •'  i . ■ ' .»{  i ' 


•<  i<  ; . 


,:.;u  i 

■-  ii  1. 


m'HI  jii  It'iil*  , ,f'f  ,(>{  t'l'cIrti'H  jtjQ 

*i.  ./txlii,’.  ,.A  1)1  ijl/.  vn/'l  \(>  x ijj'i'i 

• If'  ■')  .'r  V ,.r,  ;)■«  VIiJmH 

h‘ ■ ''  . .yi  T jjiyj.'-'Ui/I  , //  .!•  H'  j1|v;  ii  .'IH 

;iiiw  li!  M'J  y'l,  IK  .yi  ^ . .1  >cJ>!  ;r#*^ 


i-5 


. 1 1 d-K  V.  a . 

' iV  kH 

' ■ • ' ^ * ’ 1 I • ' • 

• 4 • f • • ■ 1 ■ ' 

/ * ; 1 • 

'ili  IV.  Attjii'ld  , V Xi(  u'<ih  , .y.  '(TkW 

" ■ • 1 ’ 

",  1 • iH  t 

> Vi  v ,‘UJ  **  1 

!.  'i..9-ir|t:l  r-Mhoill'.' 1/i  niriu  lof  ! ■ uii  , il'b'fl i'f »3  ..i  .i. 

• • 1 f ' 

■Ki 

.i  !i;A  'wilir'i  HLW* 

'1  /v  ■ , 

i-i.i;  lO’ VTSvil;/,*')  fl  u;''i'-l>  ruj.lf  In  a'i''iV!dO 

'■  .1.;.  tl.* 

' JJ  ‘.aj 

u.  • . lit*  ii; 

•.Ii'i/'/i  .'I.IA  .b-nsjjiuix/ ..jvib  Mii  S’ ond  bps 

. / , 

.‘tv ' 

' -lln/'li  ' '>'■  f 

av  V/  ,1. 

■AC'7  "'Oh  J»'i-  /ten  b •(.!  ytil  n.’’l  iiiii^  v-julit  fwdHiii'l/'il 

^ / ' ■ ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

I-  ' f " >t. ' 

.:y-ij  ,■  [i-  l'iH>-  ■./ 

i.Ki'i  liniib  .HiU.kij  9x11  Id  yao  , (xiytil'i.'W  ' ni 

■. 

''  W/  . '' 

-i  . I’'!  fins  .jK  '! 

XU 

y si*  ’i  -.  sfl)  fi',-/i9a  diytj.lO 

u '•  . 

1-i .. 

.' K ].<1  i 

cb/7  ^iidCl-1  Vi!>  -bvlKli^  ■■iTOl'ib  b a.V.(.tjd  IjyfXlllfW 

-.il 

- ^ 

: •!"  u a-U'viyi 

7,  ru  ji 

Ol'i  ?K  JpivtibiJo  dxU  Si)  l>"i[  j nt  'tViiliiTr  £ it  >1 

K-li;  -Uf.  ii. 

■ ' :.i  . 

^ '■■)  .'li  Ki'.T  n,,^;  , 

-its  ll 

7‘ju  iTdti/jfosi  fit  l>  layiHifi  'xi'jvi'  j'l 

,il  h 

, ..-f. ' 

> 

’ 'I  'f'  l.'' ' '0 

..iin,  ‘ t'..;  ; 

■ p.'j  <Jt  ^luu'b  ia:d  iad 

I'jb  '-J  (.1< 

■■fll'  ■''1  .H  ■_'ll  tl> 

i.'.iii-r 

Ip  :nr.i.'Uif.  •■'<»  vJ  jvi"b  u;  •li'?  ai/cJ 

;•  ■ . >,;l 

' k:  " ; ;■ 

■ . . ' T 'ip  r i 'OhU  ' l:f 

' ij;.  in  b /i  . 

• irot!  Kii?  , (fl«inu^f(riaiii  (i/:;  ■;■<-  id  .i  'di  iud  JXCq^ 

i ■ «*’  ! ' V 

'■•  f'l'fj  lo 

.i.riU'i't-T''’  s nKi'  1 'x:K''' "b'  'Iff’  fj?r!r! 

• <jr  • ' 

» - fi'  [ 

’ i . (hffA  , .ur-'i'l 

"•'.'sM  inib'/iL’  uf  yifl  lo  A b.Uft 

Il  i 

'1  1 / i; 

>..  .bi'i  to  aO"- 

aT't'’it  Of-I.)  91A  ; Tinlni^  a a i’s  lo  ,d  *^105 

• 1 ;■  . / . ■ 1. 

* lilfioP  T_. 

a qiJ  P-ftP'l  idl 

li  T- 

.f'  .j 

• lil'.  ,!■+:  -1  ;] 

j'lXu  1 i-J:.' 

, , ■ ^ ’ ‘ii  'iUj  '1*# J- 1m  r atu.inVavdit-f'bf  ;J  yjnl? 

• - 

} * 

9 s V ,ii  ; , I yr 

1 • ' ■ vj, 

'-.I’vr  7/  odors.  ,av>H  mU  ,'K)UOBen^  i'Ai  vd 

fil  ,‘U'.- 1 ■ 

^r: 

ic,;tr'fS'  , /' 

. il'.' 

K'l.v  iv.rtiw  uvu',1  lo  ' l-iynriq  ’3n!t 

Ic 

. i ' ^ 

■■•  u ! ill 

' bi'-  a-  '.''  .r]  ikjx; k«j  bo-'is'^si-.;  fkm 

Yi 

i<  j 

‘ 1 jJ.  Vi  yii  7 

•r«i'j;jp9  ft  Mfi-t  i'' ban  ,feIood!Jft 

lu  ".‘l  i .< 

■ i'  ■,  i -idh'fdrj 

Cl 

IdjjVt  (Jif;  'iyl,."i;  >ft  Joodo^  4^.di  'Uf.l  u'l 

I 

.1'  '_j  '•  .'.■nu''’v 

J 11  i/nlj'  1 ' 

upfi  ,JVaI  til  .vUiv;Vtl ifi'i''  J..'  0 ^o*/r  1x3  qi4» 

• «•/'  ‘‘  r 

-Hf,. 

i!  5i’*  Ul  r'ydi'.-.-ii  i>u 

'I'll'  0:  KfTal'i'-'Io.,  y..  tv„.  :0  c'lf.'i'l  91K'-Tiuy*<3 

. , r . 

^ i:i  r'>vl 

' ■ ! S J)K-| 

il  ■' 

..jiilq  ft  ^13  oO  ^ s.-ixly’iit'  lo 

. . ' ■ L 

■■’.'■(  .1  -i;\U  1 

;•.;{■{  Iw  KaiiO)  -ivtl  ,K-r'.  ’V-x*! 

;;*f  l-w 

■■-f  ,i:  1'  : b .0  !•  . ' 

' nxJti'  I ’>d  li’PI  .■iBO’i  Oil  ) bodjo^  hm 

l ili  Lvi 

b.,?  ir,K:\ 

. YU, -J  J~ovf  iftdl  oi  byniiiiono  hi'ii  oi 

! • r.  ’ " - 1 

^ -•  iJL  .O.V.* 


,'  rii'i'tf/  ....''iJjiKl 

• .'‘■.i  '/ ' 


1 :V(ow  Is « fj'inMio  ‘'ti  I'l'jJ'w  ,5TPt 
J.  ci  .13  .oO  aiooii  .7<„  lo  «xn«uj»  ja 


■J1 


[>aH  , fi  '•fiVi'  J>  »?MO  9x1  SfPPf  IHoo  aa'j'so.i  »ii.r  I>9ujj»‘a03  >iif 


• * •'■*  ji'f  T9t^iria'.  s .r  H .•'’it  -'iti  Hit 

‘'ill  la  i,  j'  lrm  ) Mviji 

cfH  jn-fD-..'!-,.:  t u S'K  ;Jcx^  , fl.  f .0 1.;  ,-*»i£ciO 
-.a  .7T  }«•» '(‘it.'*-.,  ’ - lw  ,savj  /o3i  ahsiJci 

, j;.  I-a;.  >iV  In  STVrliux  k 

I'l'-ii  'i.ili-t!-'  rfi;»' if ''.nilil/.  ‘i\i 
'.fi>  j <.-,n  1 ujlai, 

,^1  <i.'j  . 'i-.'i  I Hi.  "ny.  I'l, 

I 1 ‘.t'jiA  '-i  I' I ti.'iiijj  ui  fj'-'/XUvi  dt:'/f 


pi  .v-x'-.y  I'lteilO  JB  vnoJfe  r>  'itfnl  fiiia 
-<•1  btn'  )f)«  iAoft  od  oS^d  ul  / .(jiauO'J  waoi3 
idojfi  Kill  iliiid  '>d  pjTXKi-  tibH  oJ  uJ 

eiilT  oil'iinj  ^-tl  ' r^j  InV  ii  .Ifiill  i>£ifi  s*4J'aH 

iiliw  .y'ui  ,,il  f k.i.v  li  jUiu;  ,&»*.' ' al/Ood 

-■P.01.q  Kill  >«9V  9<ilKa  yilT,  I'ii  lU 

.alOXjflU"  ' Ili-jV  siiij  .fiJa.S  JlifKl  asw  taltui  iiis - 
!im  tK  7tteii  a'lViiI' 

*",ij  I'j  J(  ,iii:.i7fca‘.A  i,  >;7w(*n  invt 


606 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Goswick,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  daughter 
of  George  \V.  Goswick,  a native  of  South  Carolina. 
To  the  Judge  and  wife  were  born  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Susan,  wife  of  W.  D. 
Gray,  a farmer,  living  in  Poinsett  County;  Theo- 
dosia A.,  married  to  Joseph  Cooper;  Martha  M. , 
wife  of  Joshua  Curtis,  farmer;  Frances,  wife  of 
William  Bledsoe,  merchant,  of  the  firm  of  Bled.soe 
& Tillery,  at  Bay  Village,  Cross  County,  Ark.,  and 
William  Edward,  at  home.  The  children  deceased 
were  named:  Annie  D.,  Luella  and  Ophelia  P. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  June.  1876. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Rov  has  remained  singrle  since  that 
time.  He  came  with  his  family  to  Poinsett  County 
in  1872,  and  bought  160  acres  of  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved.  He  has  forty-five  acres 
under  cultivation,  has  a good  orchard,  and  is  one 
of  the  representative  farmers  of  the  county.  He 
has  served  as  a school  director  for  nine  years,  and 
in  1880  was  elected  presiding  judge  of  the  county 
court,  serving  two  years,  ife  1888  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  same  oflice,  which  position  he  still 
holds.  He  is  a man  whose  decisions  are  not  made 
carelessly  and  without  study,  but  are  the  result  of 
much  care  and  painstaking,  so  that  all  feel  that  he 
can  be  relied  upon.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  Capt.  J.  Hazlewood,  Twelfth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  but  in  July,  1864,  left  the  army  on  account 
of  sickness,  and  was  in  the  hos[)ital  until  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  He  then  returned  home,  and 
served  as  a courier  and  recruiter  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  consequently  participated  in  very 
few  engagements.  Judge  Roy  is  a man  honored 
and  respected  by  all  acquainted  with  him,  and  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  all  schools  and  churches  and 
all  laudable  public  enterprises.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  Democratic. 

A.  W.  Scott,  surveyor  of  Poinsett  County, 
Ark.,  is  now  serving  his  third  term.  He  was  born 
in  Adams  County,  Ind. , in  1852.  and  is  the  eldest 
of  the  family  of  five  children  of  Hamilton  and 
Jane  (French)  Scott,  who  were  born,  respectively, 
in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  The  father  removed  to  the 
latter  State  at  an  early  day,  and  was  married  there 
in  1851.  After  opening  u[)  a good  farm  and  rosid- 


' ing  on  it  until  1879,  he  came  to  Poinsett  County 
and  settled  on  land  in  West  Prairie  Township. 
This  land  he  improved  and  resided  on  until  his 
death,  in  1888,  his  wife  having  passed  from  life  in 
1859.  He  married  a^rain  in  1861,  this  wife  dvingr 
in  1886.  The  children  of  the  first  union  are  as 
follows  : Thaddeus  W.  died  in  Poinsett  County 

in  1886  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years;  L.  W.  died 
in  1886,  aged  thirty  years;  H.  W.  died  in  1888, 
aged  thirtv-one  vears;  James  B.  died  in  1887.  aged 
eighteen  years:  and  A.  W'. , our  subject.  The 
latter  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  An- 
derson, Ind.,  and  after  leaving  school  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  some  years.  After  coming 
to  Poinsett  County,  in  1879,  he  began  farming,  pur- 
chasing an  unimproved  farm  in  West  Prairie  Town- 
ship, and  is  now  the  owner  of  some  800  acres  of 
land.  He  has  always  been  an  active  politician,  and 
I votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  elected  by 
that  party  to  his  present  position,  the  duties  of 
which  he  has  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. Besides  this,  he  has  tilled  the  office  of 
constable  of  his  township,  and  has  been  school 
director  in  his  district.  In  his  present  official  ca- 
pacity he  has  noticed  a decided  improvement  in  the 
agricultural  districts,  and  the  country  is  being  set- 
j tied  up  and  land  rapidly  improved.  He  was  mar- 
I ried  in  Madison  County,  Ind.,  in  1876,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Boxley,  a native  of  Hamilton  County, 
her  death  occurring  in  IMadison  County,  in  1877, 
after  having  borne  a daughter.  Grace  L. 

A.  C.  Shaver,  justice  of  the  peace,  postmaster 
and  farmer.  Bay  Village,  Ark.  Born  in  Poinsett 
County  (now  Cross  County)  on  the  eighth  of  Oc- 
tober, 1844,  Mr.  Shaver  has  ever  since  resided 
here,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  county.  He  is  the  son  of  W.  A.  and 
Matilda  (Stone)  Shaver,  natives,  respectively,  of 
IMissouri  and  Tennessee.  The  parents  were  early 
settlers  of  this  section,  coming  here  about  1826, 
and  the  father  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  Democratic 
in  his  political  principles,  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  reared  to  maturity  seven  children:  C.  ; C. 

R. , a farmer  living  in  Cross  County,  Ark.;  Fanny 
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died  in  1880,  and  was  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Henshaw, 
a mechanic;  Josephine  died  in  1883,  and  was  the 
wife  of  Heiuy  McAden,  a farmer  of  Poinsett 
County;  Jerline,  wife  of  James  Copeland,  a farmer 
of  Cross  County,  Ark. ; T.  J.  engaged  in  general 
mechanics  in  Bay  Village,  and  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  I.  Maynord.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  on  the  19th  of  April,  1875,  and  the 
mother  in  September,  1809.  A.  C.  Shaver,  like 
most  of  the  yovrths  of  the  vicinity,  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  common  schools,  although  he  received  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  education  by  his  own  individual 
efforts,  and  in  1862  enlisted  in  Col.  McGee’s  reo-i- 
ment,  Arkansas  Cavalry.  He  was  wounded  at 
' Helena  on  the  4th  of  J uly,  1804,  and  was  never  able 
to  enter  service  after  that.  He  left  with  the  rank  of 
orderly  sergeant.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
started  out  for  himself  by  marrying,  in  1869,  a Miss 
Georgia  Brooks,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of 
five  interesting  children:  Willie  W.,  Sallie  A., 

I M.  G. , Myrtie,  and  Olive  W.,  all  living.  Since 
j his  marriage  Mr.  Shaver  has  followed  agricultiu’al 
pursuits,  cotton-ginning,  merchandising,  etc.,  and 
in  all  has  been  .successful.  He  has  three  times 
been  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
twice  in  Cross  County  and  once  in  Poinsett  County, 
and  is  now  holding  that  position  and  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  same  in  a very  able  and  efficient 
manner.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1883, 
and  is  still  holding  that  position.  He  is  the  owner 
of  175  acres  of  land,  120  in  Poinsett  County  and 
fifty-five  acres  in  Cross  County,  with  fifty  acres 
1 under  cultivation.  He  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 

' just  over  the  line  in  Cross  County,  and  is  one  of 
I the  stirring,  industrious  farmers  of  the  County. 

I He  and  his  wife  and  two  oldest  children  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
’ which  he  contributes  liberally,  as  he  does  to  all 
public  enterprises.  In  politics  he  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

M.  D.  Simmons  & Co.,  druggists  of  Harrisburg, 
i Ark.  Among  the  more  recent  acquisitions  to  the 
j business  interests  of  the  town  is  the  establishment 
of  which  Mr.  Simmons  is  a member,  which  has 
j secured  a reputation  such  as  one  might  think  be- 


longed to  an  older  established  house.  Their  store 
was  opened  in  February,  1882,  and,  after  renting 
a building  for  some  years,  they,  in  1888,  put  up 
their  present  substantial  frame  business  house, 
into  which  they  moved  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 
The  senior  member  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Simmons,  was 
born  in  Marshall  County,  Miss.,  in  1859,  and  is 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  children  born  to 
John  and  Victoria  E.  (Douglas)  Simmons,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  Mis- 
sissippi. John  Simmons  removed  to  Cross  County, 
Ark.,  in  1860,  and  located  near  Vanndale,  and  in 
1871  located  in  4Vittsburg,  Ark.,  where  the  mother 
died,  in  1872.  The  father  was  a Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  H.  He  now  makes  his  home 
in  Vanndale.  M.  D.  Simmons  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Witts- 
burg,  and  after  attaining  a suitable  age  he  began 
the  study  of  pharmacy  under  a physician  of  that 
place,  and  was  prescription  clerk  in  his  store  for 
some  years.  Mr.  Simmons  is  not  a verv"  active 
politician,  but  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town 
council.  He  has  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  for  a number  of  year.s,  is 
an  active  worker  for  the  cause  of  Christianity, 
and  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  married  in  Clarks- 
ville, Term.,  on  the  18th  of  June.  1884,  to  Miss 
Hardin  Duncan,  a native  of  that  State,  and  by  her 
is  the  father  of  two  children:  Bessie  May  and 

Louise  Kendrick.  Mrs.  Simmons  is  a daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Johnson I Duncau,  the 
former  a native  of  Scotland,  and  the  latter  of  Ten- 
nessee. John  Duncau  removed  to  Tenuessee  at  an 
early  day,  and  settled  in  Nashville  in  1844,  where 
he  followed  the  occitpation  of  painting.  He  is 
still  living,  and  resides  with  Mrs.  Simmons,  but 
the  mother  died  in  Little  Rock.  Ark.,  in  1884. 
where  they  were  residing  at  the  time. 

J.  Logan  Smith,  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Sparks  & Co.,  Harrisburg.  Ark.  Born  on  the  5th 
of  February,  1837,  at  Old  Bolivar.  Poinsett  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
the  county  and  a much  respected  citizen,  of  the 
same.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Clark) 
Smith,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina. 
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respectively.  William  Smith  and  wife  came  to 
Arkansas  in  1831.  when  the  covmtry  was  very  un- 
settled, and  began  improving  wild  land.  He  held 
the  position  of  county  treasurer  in  1844.  and  was  a 
prominent  and  enterprising  citizen.  He  and  wife 
were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
Their  family  consisted  of  thirteen  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased  except  J.  Logan  and  J. 
W.,  who  is  a minister  in  the  Christian  Church,  and 
resides  in  Craighead  County,  Ark.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Smith’s  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Greene  County,  Ark.,  and  built  the  first  water- 
mill in  that  county.  J.  Logan  Smith's  facilities 
for  an  education  in  youth  were  not  of  the  best, 
and  what  schooling  he  did  receive  was  in  the  old 
court-house  at  Old  Bolivar,  a log  structure  about 
20x28  feet  in  dimension,  with  tire-place,  punch- 
eon benches  with  pin  legs,  and  the  writing  desks 
were  puncheons  supported  by  pins  driven  in  the 
wall.  Mr.  Smith  can  distinctly  remember  the 
original  chimney  was  stick  and  clay,  which  were 
afterward  supplanted  by  brick.  The  school  was  of 
course  a subscription  school.  Early  settlers  fre- 
quently built  their  houses  without  nails,  and  the  first 
sawed  lumber  was  manufactured  by  hand  and  with 
a whip-saw.  Mr.  Smith  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  spent  some  time  as  a brick-maker.  At  the 
age  of  twenty- two  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloh  and  Perry  ville,  Ky.,  where  he  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  At  the  end  of  thirty  days  he 
was  exchanged,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone 
River,  where  he  was  again  wounded,  and  after 
lying  in  the  hospital  at  Ringgold,  Ga. . until  Feb- 
ruary, 1863,  joined  the  army  again.  He  was  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  at  that  engage- 
ment received  two  wounds.  He  was  also  at  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Tenn.,  then  at  liinggold  Gap,  and 
after  this  at  Resaca,  Keuesaw  (Ga. ),  Smithtield 
(N.  C.),  and  surrendered  at  Greensboro  (N.  C.)  He 
then  came  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  tilled  the  soil, 
and,  in  February,  1866,  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lucinda  Stanford,  daughter  of  William  and 
Matilda  (Hall)  Stanford,  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
early  settlers  of  Arkansas.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  were  born  the  following  children:  Luckie  L. , 


wife  of  Thomas  C.  Ainsworth,  a farmer  of  Poinsett 
County;  Rutha  V.,  keeps  house  for  her  father; 
Roger  Williams,  Joseph  T.  and  Logan  S.  (twins), 
who  live  at  home.  Mrs.  Smith  died  on  the  ISthof 
October,  1881, and  was  a worthy  and  much-esteemed 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  an 
active  Sunday-school  and  church  worker,  a loving 
wife  and  mother,  whose  memory  will  remain  green 
in  the  hearts  of  her  many  relatives  and  friends 
long  after  her  body  has  moldered  to  dust. 

For  none  return  from  that  quiet  shore. 

Who  crossed  with  the  boatman  cold  and  pale. 

We  hear  the  dip  of  the  golden  oar, 

We  watch  for  a gleam  of  the  snowy  sail; 

But,  lo!  they  have  passed  from  our  yearning  hearts. 
They  have  crossed  the  stream,  they  are  gone  for  aye. 

We  may  not  sunder  the  vale  apart 
That  hides  from  our  vision  the  gates  of  day; 

We  only  know  that  their  bark  no  more 
Will  sail  with  ours  o'er  life's  stormy  sea: 

Yet  sonmwhere.  I know,  on  that  unseen  shore. 

They  watch,  and  wait,  and  beckon  to  me. 

In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  request  of  the 
people,  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Murphy,  then  mil- 
itary governor,  to  fill  the  position  of  assessor  and 
collector  for  his  county,  and  in  the  following  year 
was  elected  to  till  the  same  office,  which  he  did  until 
the  reconstruction,  in  1868.  He  then  followed 
farming  until  1874,  when  he  was  elected  sheriff, 
and  re-elected  in  1876.  He  again  returned  to  the 
farm,  and  there  remained  until  1881,  when  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business,  continuing  at 
the  same  until  1884,  when  he  again  became  a tiller 
of  the  soil.  In  1888  he  became  a member  of  the 
above  mentioned  firm,  Imt  during  his  entire  life 
he  has  followed  farming.  He  is  the  owner  of  five 
farms  of  over  1,000  acres  of  land.  200  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  takes  much  interest  in  stock  raising 
and  has  Jersey  and  Hhort-horn  cattle,  and  Berk- 
shire hogs.  Mr.  Smith  became  a member  of  Poin 
sett  Lodge  No.  184,  A.  F.  A A.  M. . and  is  a mem 
ber  of  the  Chapter  and  Council.  Harrisburg:  i> 
also  a member  of  Lodge  No.  74,  K.  and  L.  of  H. 
Council  No.  2b  was  organized  in  1887.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

J.  J.  Smith  is  a successful  farmer  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  was  born  in  Henderson  County,  Tenn.,  in 
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1847,  being  the  third  of  eleven  children  born  to 
I J.  C.  and  Susan  (Johnson)  Smith,  who  were  also 
Tennesseeans,  the  former  being  a gunsmith  by  trade. 

‘ In  1850  he  settled  in  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and 
I made  the  town  of  Bolivar  his  home  until  the  county 
I seat  was  changed  to  Harrisburg,  when  he  moved 
I to  the  latter  place,  this  being  in  the  year  1857. 
In  1863  he  settled  on  an  excellent  farm  in  Craicr- 
head  County,  near  Jonesboro,  and  here  worked  at 
his  trade  until  his  death,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  held  the 
office  of  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  for  many 
years,  and  in  1800  was  elected  county  treasurer, 
i winning,  during  his  official  career,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  w'orthy  wife 
died  in  1883.  J.  J.  Smith  was  educated  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  Bolivar  and  Hamsburg, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  ao'ri- 
culturists  of  the  county.  His  first  purchase  of 
land  was  a timber  tract  embracing  100  acres,  and 
this  he  commenced  clearing,  and  added  to  until  he 
now  owns  560  acres,  with  over  200  acres  under 
cultivation,  his  being  one  of  the  largest  farms  in 
the  county.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  stock 
dealing,  and  his  farm  is  devoted  principally  to 
raising  cotton  and  corn.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
as  such  was  elected,  in  1880,  to  the  office  of  treas- 
urer of  Poinsett  County.  He  has  always  been  a 
patron  of  education,  and  socially  is  a member  of 
the  K.  of  H.  Having  been  a resident  of  this 
county  from  earliest  youth,  he  has  witnessed  the 
gradual  growth  and  improvement,  and  has  aided 
largely  in  bringing  about  this  desirable  result.  He 
is  a thoroughly  self-made  and  self-reliant  man, 
and  his  opinions  on  all  subjects  are  acknowledged 
to  be  sound  and  unbiased.  He  and  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Davidson,  a native  of 
Harrisburg,  and  whom  he  married  in  1867,  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  at  Pleasant  Yalley,  and  are  the  parents  of 
■ the  following  family:  Hattie,  Lucy,  Dovie,  Emis- 
ley,  Johnny,  Jennie,  Dexter,  Augustus,  Grover  C. 

I and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy.  5Irs.  Smith 
j is  a daughter  of  James  and  Harriet  (Lokey)  David- 
' son,  who  wore  Tennesseeans,  the  father  a farmer 


by  occupation,  and  an  early  settler  of  Poinsett 
County,  Ark.  He  was  a sheriff  of  this  county  for 
many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most  energetic  and 
enterprising  men  of  the  county.  He  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Harrisburg,  in  1861,  and  later 
became  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  dying 
‘ in  1862,  in  Cross  County.  His  wife  survived  him 
; some  years,  her  death  taking  place  in  1872. 
t \Y.  A.  Smith  has  been  a resident  of  Poinsett 
County,  Ark.,  all  his  life,  and  his  example  of  in- 
dustry, and  earnest  and  sincere  endeavors  to  sue 
ceed  in  life,  especially  in  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, are  well  worth  imitation.  He  was  born  in 
1860,  and  of  his  parents’  five  children  he  is  the 
second.  In  boyhood,  he  attended  the  district 
schools  near  his  home,  and  finished  his  education 
in  Harrisburgj  under  the  tutelage  of  Prof.  J.  P. 
Leake.  He  was  taugrht  the  rudiments  of  farm  work 
by  his  father,  who  was  a successful  agriculturist, 
and  after  leaving  school,  he  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness, and  was  married  in  Poinsett  County,  in  1884, 
to  Miss  Mary  Etta  Wright,  a native  of  Greenfield 
Township,  and  a daughter  of  J.  L.  and  Jane  (Ish- 
mael)  Wright,  who  w'ere  early  pioneers  of  Poinsett 
County.  Mr.  Smith  first  bought  a forty  acre  tim- 
ber tract,  but  now  has  some  thirty-two  acres  under 
cultivation,  on  which  are  good  buildings,  fences 
and  orchards.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
while  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church. 
She  died  quite  recently,  having  borne  two  children: 
Charles  O.  and  an  infant.  Being  a native  of  the 
county,  Mr.  Smith  has  naturally  taken  a deep  inter- 
est in  its  welfare,  and  is  an  active  and  public-spir- 
I ited  citizen.  His  parents,  Y'illiam  C.  and  Margaret 
: (Ainsworth)  Smith,  were  born  in  Poimsett  County. 

and  in  1853,  the  father  began  opening  up  a farm 
1 in  Bolivar  Township,  and  here  his  widow  is  re>id- 
' ing  at  the  present  time.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  16th  of  November,  1876,  having  been  an  enter- 
: prising  resident  and  an  active  member  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  all  his  life.  William  Smith,  the  (>a- 
ternal  grandfather,  was  an  early  pioneer  of  this 
section  in  1832,  and  was  one  of  tbe  }uominent  ag- 
riculturists of  Bolivar  Township.  He  was  county 
treasurer  for  a number  of  years. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


L.  E.  Stancell,  deputy  sheriff  of  Poinsett  i 
County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Northampton  County. 
N.  C. , in  1847,  being  the  fourth  of’  seven  children 
born^to  William  E.  and  Caroline  E.  (Long)  Stan- 
cell, their  births  having  occurred  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
planter  and  merchant,  and  in  1854  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  settled  near  the  present  town  of  Harris- 
burg, where  he  entered  a timber  tract,  which  he 
commenced  improving,  but  only  lived  to  conduct 
the  work  for  two  years,  his  death  occurring  in  the 
month  of  October,  1856.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  1869,  when  she,  too,  was  called  to  her  longr 
home.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  L.  E.  Stan 
cell  took  the  management  of  the  home  farm  on  his 
own  shoulders,  and  although  he  was  compelled  to 
work  hard,  he  managed  to  acquire  a fair  English 
education,  in  the  district  schools  of  the  county.  In 
January,  I860,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lura  A. 
Malone,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  died  in 
1870,  and,  after  remaining  a widower  until  1881, 
Mr.  Stancell  wedded  Miss  Mittie  O.  Mitchell,  also 
of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  M.  A.  Mitchell 
and  wife,  nee  Hindman,  natives  of  Tennessee,  who 
came  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in  1856.  The 
mother  died  in  1879,  but  the  father  is  still  living, 
and  resides  with  Mr.  Stancell.  From  1872  to 
1880  Mr.  Stancell  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  but  at  the  latter  date  sold  out,  and  has 
since  given  his  attention  to  farming,  but  from  1888 
to  January,  1889,  also  conducted  a grocery.  This 
business  he  then  gave  up  to  assume  the  duties  of 
sheriff.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  Poinsett 
Lodge  No.  184,  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  of 
White  Hall  Lodge  No.  77,  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Lola  Elizabeth 

and  Lela  G.  Mr.  Stancell  is  a supporter  of  Dem- 
ocratic principles,  and  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  six  years.  In  1864  Mr.  Stancell 
enlisted  in  Capt  W.  G.  Godfrey’s  company,  and 
was  afterward  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  IMis- 
souri,  but  surrendered  in  May,  1865.  and  returned 
to  Poinsett  County,  where,  as  stated  above,  he  has 
since  made  his  home. 

Thomas  B,  Steele,  attorney,  Harrisbuig.  .Irk. 


Of  the  many  prominent  names  that  make  up  the 
strength  of  the  Arkansas  bar  is  that  of  Thomas 
B.  Steele,  who  is  a true  type  of  the  progressive, 
yet  conservative,  and  cultured  Arkansas  man.  He 
was  born  at  Batesville,  Independence  County,  Ark., 
on  the  18th  of  April,  1855,  and  is  one  of  seven 
children  born  to  Rev.  John  M.  and  Narcissa 
(Brooktield)  Steele,  and  grandson  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Brookfield,  who  was  originally  from  New  Jersey, 
and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He,  with  Rev. 
John  M.  Steele,  was  the  founder  of  a great  many 
churches  of  that  denomination  on  Crowley’s 
Ridge,  their  territory  extending  from  Chalk  Bluff 
to  Helena.  Rev.  John  M.  Steele  was  born  in 
Hardeman  County,,  N.  C.,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1810,  and  remained  in  his  native  State  until  1866. 
when  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  where,  for  a number 
of  years,  he  spent  his  time  as  an  itinerant  preacher. 
He  was  without  a permanent  home  until  about 
1843,  wdien  he  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Nar- 
cissa Brooktield,  a history  of  whose  parents  ap- 
pears in  the  church  history'  of  the  counties  trav- 
ersed by  Crowley’s  Ridge.  The  seven  children 
born  to  Rev.  John  M.  Steele  and  wife  are  as  fol 
lows:  Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Harris,  residing  in  Bolivar 

Township;  Rev.  J.  R. , an  elder  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Texas:  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Dudley, 
who  died  in  1874,  leaving  three  children;  Mrs.  S. 
Ann  Keck,  in  Bolivar  Township;  Mrs.  Martha  C. 
Bettis;  Thomas  B.  and  James  M. . Jr.,  physician 
and  surgeon  at  Weiner,  Ark.  Thomas  B.  Steele 
began  in  early  life  to  assist  on  the  farm  and  to  at- 
tend the  schools  of  Poinsett  County.  He  attended 
the  high  school  at  Harrisbm'g,  and  finished  in 
Arkansas  College,  at  Batesville,  in  1875.  After 
this  he  began  the  study  of  Blackstone,  under  the 
tutelage  of  J.  C.  Brookfield,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1878,  and  licen.sed  to  practice  in  the  circuit 
and  all  inferior  courts  of  the  State.  He  at  once 
located  at  Harrisburg,  and  has  since  been  success- 
fully devoting  himself  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. On  the'  18th  of  Se|itember,  1887.  he 
abandoned  his  single  state,  and  was  united  in  mar 
riage  to  IVIiss  Dora  M.  Guyer,  a danglittw  of  B.  Y. 
and  Mary  A.  (Bomar)  Guyer,  natives  of  New  York 
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and  Tennessee,  and  of  English  and  French  descent, 
respectively.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steele  occurred  in  the  Lone  Star  State,  where  her 
parents  were  living  at  that  time.  One  child  has 
been  born  to  this  union —Archie  W.,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1888.  Mr.  Steele 
is  the  owner  of  about  four  acres  in  the  oldest  part 
of  Harrisburg,  and  one  business  block  on  Main 
Street.  In  addition  to  this,  he  is  the  ow'ner  of 
400  acres  of  timber  land  in  Poinsett  and  Craighead 
Counties,  with  about  hfteen  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is 
quite  active  in  politics,  having  made  the  canvass 
for  representative  in  1883.  but  w’as  defeated  by 
L.  J.  Collins.  He  takes  a prominent  part  in  all 
matters  relating  to  education  or  for  the  public  good. 

Dr.  James  M.  Steele,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Weiner,  Ark.  Dr.  Steele  is  a son  of  the  well- 
known  pioneer.  Rev.  John  M.  Steele,  and  is  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  seven  children.  He  was 
born  in  Batesville,  Independence  County,  Ark.,  on 
the  25th  of  February,  1861,  and  his  brothers  and 
sisters  are  named  as  follows:  Mrs.  Jane  Harris, 
wife  of  W.  C.  Harris,  a farmer  near  Harrisburg; 
John  R.,  a minLster  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Meridian,  Tex. ; Mrs.  Mary  Dudley, 
wife  of  N.  P.  Dudley,  and  who  died  in  June, 
1876;  Mrs.  Ann  Keck,  wife  of  T.  W.  Keck,  a 
farmer,  living  in  Poinsett  County;  Mrs.  Kate 
Battis.  wife  of  J.  W.  Battis,  a farmer  near  Harris- 
burg, and  Thomas  B.  Steele,  an  attorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  at  Harrisburg.  Dr.  James  M. 
Steele’s  parents.  Rev.  J.  M.  and  Narcissa  (Brook- 
field) Steele,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Crowley’s  Ridge.  The  father  was  born  near 
Raleigh,  N.  C. , in  1810,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  that  State  and  in  Tennessee,  having  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  that  State  in  1824.  He 
began  life  as  a millwright,  and  in  1829  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Seit,  a native  of 
Tennessee.  Two  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union:  A.  C.,  a farmer,  who  died  from  injuries  re- 
ceived in  the  war,  in  1865,  leaving  a wife  and  two 
children,  and  William  M. , who  died  in  1881,  leav- 
ing a family  of  five  children.  Rev.  Steele  lost 
his  wife  in  Saline  County,  Ark.,  in  1832.  He  had 


moved  there  in  1830,  and  a short  time  after  his 
wife’s  death  was  converted  and  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  immediately 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Arkansas  Methodist 
Episcopal  Conference,  and  began  his  notable  life- 
work.  His  labors  for  the  first  four  or  five  years 
were  in  Northwest  and  Southwest  Arkansas,  and 
after  that  time  on  Crowley’s  Ridge,  in  St.  Fran- 
cis County.  He  was  there  married,  in  1848,  to 
Miss  Narcissa  Brookfield,  daughter  of  Rev.  Isaac 
and  Nancy  Brookfield,  and  the  same  year  he  was 
sent  by  the  conference  to  the  Indian  Territory, 
where  he  remained  four  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Batesville,  Ark.,  and  after  this  time  his  field  was 
Crowley’s  Ridge,  from  Chalk  Blufi'  to  Helena  and 
the  Black  River  country.  After  starting  over  fifty 
: churches,  this  devout  and  truly  Christian  man 
closed  his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  world  in  1881. 
Dr.  James  M.  Steele  attended  the  schools  of 
i Harrisburg,  then  Washington  high  school,  in 
Independence  County,  and  also  attended  one  term 
i at  Vanderbilt  University,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He 
' began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1876,  under  Dr. 
Beecher,  and  then  spent  several  seasons  as  a drug 
clerk.  In  1884  and  1885  he  took  a medical  course 
in  Memphis  Hospital  College,  and  in  the  last  men 
tioned  year  began  practicing  at  Weiner,  Poinsett 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  built  up  a large  and 
I paying  practice.  He  was  maiTied,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1886,  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Mayer,  daughter 
i of  Michael  and  Marv'  (Klaege)  Mayer,  natives  of 
] Germany.  To  the  Doctor  and  wife  was  born  one 
i child.  Austin  G. , now  a bright  boy  of  six  mouths. 

I They  lost  one  child.  Edgar  M..  at  the  age  of  three 
: months.  Dr.  Steele  owns  eighty  acres  of  land, 
twenty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  in  connection 
with  his  practice  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
; rai.sing.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
is  conservative.  He  is  a member  of  the  school 
! board,  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county. 
Mrs.  Steele  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

T.  A.  Stone,  a general  merchant  of  Harris 
burg.  Ark.,  carries  a full  line  of  hats,  caps,  cloth 
ing,  boots  and  shoes,  groceries,  etc.,  and  although 
he  has  only  been  established  in  business  here  since 
I November,  1883,  he  has  built  up  a paying  patron- 
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age.  He  is  a native  born  resident  of  the  county, 
his  birth  occurring  in  1846,  and  he  is  the  second 
of  a family  of  seven  children  born  to  RoVjert  H. 
and  Emily  (Shaver)  Stone,  the  former  a native  of 
Sumner  County,  Tenn. , and  the  latter  of  Phillips 
(now  Poinsett)  County,  Ark.  Robert  H.  Stone  came 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas  when  a voung  man  of  eight- 
een  years  (in  1839),  and  was  the  fourth  county  clerk, 
elected  in  1846,  holding  the  position  nearly  four- 
teen years.  He  was  also  sheriff  of  the  county  in 
1845-46,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1859,  he 
was  filling  the  position  of  county  clerk.  His  es- 
timable wife  survived  him  until  1870,  when  she, 
too,  passed  to  her  long  home.  T.  A.  Stone  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  received  a fair  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried here  in  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  Frances  Goodwin, 
a native  of  Alabama,  and  a daughter  of  Peterson 
and  Mary  (Burt)  Goodwin,  also  of  that  State, 
who  came  to  Arkansas  in  the  year  1856,  both  being 
now  residents  of  the  county.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Stone  purchased  a farm  of  120  acres  in  Scott 
Township,  it  being  partly  imj)roved  at  the  time, 
and  now  has  about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  county,  and  always  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  was  elected  on  that  ticket 
in  1886,  to  the  office  of  county  clerk,  his  term  ex- 
piring in  1888.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. , and  he  and  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Of  an  interesting 
family  of  four  children  born  to  them,  two  are  now 
living:  Albert  Sidney  and  Minnie  Lura. 

Samuel  G.  Stone,  general  merchant.  Bay  Vil- 
lage, Ark.  In  including,  in  this  work,  the  sketches 
of  prominent  business  men  of  Poinsett  County, 
none  are  more  deserving  of  recognition  than 
that  of  Samuel  G.  Stone,  who  for  a number  of 
years  has  carried  on  an  extensive  mercantile 
establishment  at  Bay  Village.  He  was  born  near 
Harrisburg,  Ark.,  December  23,  1859,  and  is  the 
son  of  S.  D.  Stone,  a native  of  Middle  Tennessee, 
and  a successful  agriculturist.  He  was  married 
in  his  native  State,  to  Mrs.  Matilda  (Hall)  Wilson, 
also  a native  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and  they  soon 
afterward  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Poin- 


sett County,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Stone  had  been  married 
twice  before;  first,  to  William  Stanford,  by  whom 
; she  had  two  children,  Thomas  and  Lucinda,  and 
’ then  wedded  Berry  Fentrel,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Richmond  Fentrel.  To  her  marriage  with 
Samuel  D.  Stone  were  born  two  children:  Robert 

A.,  a farmer,  married,  and  residing  near  Harris- 
burg, and  Samuel  G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  latter,  like  the  ordinary  country  boy,  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  started 
out  in  the  world  for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
He  began  first  by  hauling  logs  and  lumbering, 
which  he  continued  for  some  time,  and  then  was 
for  a short  time  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  In 
1882,  he  met  and  manned  Miss  Ida  L.  Goodwin. 

: daughter  of  Peterson  and  Mary  A.  (Bert)  Good- 
win, natives  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  Goodwin  is  one  of  the  sturdy  sons 
of  toil,  and  is  now  residing  in  Poinsett  County, 
i Ark.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  were  born  the  fol- 
; lowing  children:  William  (died  at  the  age  of  three 
' months);  Lulu  M.,  Mary  Belle  and  Ollie  P.  In 
1884,  Mr.  Stone  was  elected  constable,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  1886,  when  he  was  re-elected,  and 
was  also  made  marshal  and  deputy  sheriff’  at  the 
same  time.  In  November,  1887,  he  engaged  in  mer- 
I chandising  at  Bay  Village,  which  he  continued 
alone  until  February  1,  1888,  when  J.  H.  Van- 
i diver  bought  an  interest  in  the  business,  and  they 
continued  together  until  January  1,  1889.  Mr. 

; Stone  then  bought  Mr.  Vandiver  out,  and  is  now 
‘ engaged  alone  in  the  business.  He  carries  a gen- 
eral stock  of  goods,  does  a good  business,  and  i.s 
in  a prosperous  condition.  Aside  from  his  store, 
i he  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  land,  and  has  one 
I farm  of  120  acres,  well  improved,  and  fifty-five  acres 
under  cultivation.  This  farm  lies  three  miles  east 
of  Harrisburg,  and  another  farm  of  eighty  acres 
lies  four  miles  east  of  Harrisburg,  the  latter  all 
woodland.  Another  tract  of  timber  land.  160  acres 
in  all,  lies  six  miles  east  of  Harrisburg,  and  another 
eighty-acre  tract  lies  on  the  Bottom  Belt  roiul.  In 
addition  to  this,  Mr.  Stone  is  the  owner  of  six  lots 
and  one  dwellinsr-house  in  Harrisburg.  He  has 
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acquired  all  his  property  by  his  own  industry,  and  ^ 
deserves  much  credit  for  it.  He  and  Mrs.  Stone 
i are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  he  is  a liberal  contributor,  as  well  as  to 
! all  other  worthy  and  laudable  enterprises, 
j Thomas  B.  Sparks,  general  merchant,  Harris- 
; burg.  Ark.  Thomas  B.  Sparks,  the  senior  member 
j of  the  well-known  and  thoroughly  established  firm 
I of  T.  B.  Sparks  & Co.,  is  a native  of  Middle  Ten- 
j nessee,  where  his  birth  occurred  February  27,  1840. 
j His  father,  Thomas  Sparks,  was  a farmer  and 
trader  by  occupation,  and  was  married  in  Virginia, 
to  Miss  Mary  Booth.  He  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1859,  and  died  near  Jonesboro  about  1878.  Both 
he  and  wife  were  members  of  the  church,  he  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  she  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Their  childi'en,  ten  in  number,  are  as 
follows;  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Stroud  (residing  near 
Jonesboro),  Mary  E.  (widow  of  H.  Parr,  residing 
at  Jonesboro),  T.  B.,  A.  W.  (a  farmer,  residing  at 
Harrisburg,  Ark.),  W.  M.  (a  traveling  salesman 
for  a wholesale  clothing  house,  at  Cincinnati),  G. 
N.  (merchant  at  Wynne,  Ark.);  the  rest  of  the  chil- 
dren are  deceased.  Thomas  B.  Sparks  began  life 
for  himself  by  entering  the  army,  enlisting  Febru- 
ary 17, 1802.  in  Company  A.Twenty-third  Arkansas, 
with  J.  D.  Hillis,  as  captain.  He  took  part  in  the 
disastrous  battles  of  luka  and  Corinth,  and  was 
captured  at  Port  Hudson,  paroled  and  returned 
home.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  was 
exchanged,  after  which  he  entered  the  service  in 
the  same  company  and  regiment,  but  cavalry.  On 

the  re-organization,  his  elder  brothers,  James  E. 

I 

and  T.  B. , were  elected  captain  and  lieutenant,  re- 
spectively, of  Company  A,  which  position  they 
each  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  enter- 
I ing  the  cavalry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  in 
I the  White  River  campaign,  but  surrendered  at 
j Wittsburg,  in  July.  18G5.  After  the  termination 
j of  hostilities,  he  returned  home,  and  engaged  in 
j tilling  the  soil  for  one  year,  after  which  he  entered 
; the  employ  of  his  brother.  James  E.  Sparks,  as 
i clerk.  In  the  year  1808  his  marriage  to  Miss  El- 
1 vira  Harris  was  consummated.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Thrower) 
Harris,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 


this  county,  and  were  the  founders  of  the  town  of 
Harrisburg,  which  was  named  in  their  honor.  Mr. 
Harris  was  a successful  agriculturist,  and  figured 
prominently  in  the  affairs  of  his  county  and  State, 
holding  the  offices  of  representative,  judge,  and 
was  also  senator  of  the  Twenty-ninth  District  of 
Poinsett,  Jackson  and  Mississippi  Counties.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a prominent 
Mason.  Mr.  Sparks  continued  to  work  as  a sales- 
man until  1873,  yvhen  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Poinsett  County,  and  was  twice  re- 
elected. He  was  defeated  in  1878,  and  suljse- 
quently  returned  to  mercantile  work,  which  he 
continued  until  1880,  when  he  w’as  elected  sheriff 
an'd  collector.  He  was  twice  re-elected,  thus  plainly 
showing  his  efficiency  as  a public  man.  and  served 
in  that  office  until  1880,  since  which  time  he  has 
given  his  undivided  attention  to  merchandising. 
He  and  Mrs.  Sparks  are  members  of  the  IMethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  much  respected  by  all 
who  know  them.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M.  (being  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter)  and  of 
the  K.  of  H.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  is  active  in  his 
j support  of  all  schools,  churches  and  public  enter- 
prises generally.  In  January,  1887,  the  present 
firm  of  Sparks  & Co.  was  formed,  the  individual 
' members  being  T.  B.  Sparks  and  J.  L.  Smith. 
They  carry  a stock  of  goods  valued  at  from  Sd.QuO 
to  88.000.  handle  cotton  and  grain,  and  are  doino" 

O C* 

the  largest  business  of  any  firm  in  town. 

A.  S.  Thorn  & Co.  .general  merchants. of  Marked 
Tree,  Ark.  A.  S.  Thorn  is  an  example  of  the  suc- 
cess attending  hard  work  and  honest  dealing,  and 
i his  trade  is  solidly  established  and  reaches  over 
the  surrounding  country.  They  carry  an  excellent 
and  select  stock  of  general  goods,  and  the  building 
' in  which  they  do  business  is  their  own,  and  they 
also  own  a good  frame  hotel.  Their  store  was  es- 
tablished in  1880.  and.  as  stated  above,  they  are 
doing  a prosperous  business.  A.  S.  Thorn  was 
born  in  A'ork  District,  of  South  Carolina,  in  1834. 
and  is  the  third  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to 
Jesse  and  Frances  (Miller)  Thorn,  who  were  born 
in  South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina.  res|H‘ctivt'ly. 
The  father  was  a planter,  and  in  1838  nmioved  to 
the  ‘'Blue  Grass  State.”  and  from  then'  to  Poin 
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sett  County,  in  1848,  but  entered  land  in  Craif^- 
head  County,  and  in  1874  moved  to  Jonesboro, 
where  he  lived  a retired  life  until  his  death,  in 
1875.  He  took  considerable  interest  in  local  poli- 
tics, and,  although  originally  a Whig,  he  afterward 
became  a Republican.  His  wife’s  death  preceded 
his  by  one  year,  she  having  borne  him  the  follow- 
ing children;  William  Jasper.  %vho  in  1861  enlisted 
from  Crittenden  County,  in  Capt.  Barton’s  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  and  while  trying  to  capture  a 
vessel,  in  1862,  was  shot,  dying  a short  time  af- 
terward, in  the  month  of  April;  John  Newton,  an- 
other son.  resides  in  Craighead  County,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming;  A.  S.,  our  subject;  Mary,  who 
died  young;  D.  H. , who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Jonesboro;  Harvey  J.,  who  was  killed  in  1871  by 
a falling:  tree;  Zilla,  who  died  in  1864;  Martha 
(Mrs.  Hubbs)  residing  in  Craighead  County;  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Abraham  Brown),  also  of  that  county,  and 
Caledonia  (Mrs.  Gwinn),  also  residing  there.  A. 
S.  Thorn  received  no  educational  advantages  in 
his  youth,  but  educated  himself  after  reaching 
manhood.  He  began  farming  in  Craighead  Coun- 
ty, and  was  married  there,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Ollie 
Owen,  of  Tennessee,  but  her  death  occurred  the 
same  year.  He  next  wedded,  in  Poinsett  County, 
Miss  Nannie  Bradsher,  of  Tennessee,  their  union 
taking  place  in  1859.  She  bore  Mr.  Thorn  one 
child.  Ida,  and  died  in  1866.  This  daughter  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Hydrick,  in  1882,  and  is  living  in  Scott 
Township.  In  1867  Mr.  Thorn’s  third  union  was 
consummated,  his  wife  being  Miss  Amanda  J.  Mar- 
dis,  of  Alabama,  and  their  marriage  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  three  children;  Willie  N.,  Ruth 
and  Bessie  Beatrice.  In  1866  Mr.  Thorn  removed 
to  Scott  Township,  and  purchased  a partially-im- 
proved farm  of  1,350  acres,  and  put  250  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  has  since  divided  with  his 
children,  but  still  owns  150  acres  there,  all  under 
cultivation.  He  remained  on  this  farm  until  No- 
vember, 1884,  when  he  moved  to  Little  River 
Township,  and  the  following  year  embarked  in  his 
present  business,  at  which  he  is  doing  well.  He 
had  previously  been  engaged  in  the  same  enter-  i 
prise  at  Harrist)urg,  in  1872,  the  hrm  name  being  . 
D.  H.  Thorn  A Co.,  but  at  the  end  of  eighteen  . 


months  he  sold  his  interest.  He  has  a good  farm 
of  320  acres,  with  about  120  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  grives  considerable  attention  to  raising: 
stock.  He  read  law  while  living  in  Scott  Town- 
ship, and  in  1872  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
since  that  time  has  practiced  more  or  less.  He  is 
independent  in  his  political  views,  and  on  the  13th 
of  March,  1868,  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Poinsett 
County,  and  served  until  the  latter  part  of  1874. 
He  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  184  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M. , at  Harrisburg,  and  in  this  order  is  a mem- 
ber of  Poinsett  Chapter,  No.  77.  He  and  wife  be- 
long to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

A.  W.  Thornton  has  passed  the  uneventful  life 
of  the  farmer,  and  has  continued  steadily  to 
pursue  “the  even  tenor  of  his  way,”  and  is  now’ 
classed  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Poinsett 
County.  His  birth  occurred  in  Giles  County, 
Tenn.,  in  1846,  and  he  was  the  fifth  of  eight  chil- 

i dren  born  to  Leecel  and  Sarah  Jane  (Austin) 

I 

Thornton,  the  former  born  in  South  Carolina  and 
the  latter  in  Tennessee.  The  father  was  taken  to 
Tennessee  when  a youth,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated,  and  made  that  his  permanent  home  until 
his  death,  w’hich  occurred  in  1888,  his  worthy  wife 
still  surviving  him,  and  making  her  home  in  Ten- 
nessee. In  early  life  he  was  a Whig  in  his  politi- 
cal view’s,  but  later  he  became  a Democrat.  A.  W. 
Thornton  was  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  farm 
life  by  his  father,  who  w’as  a successful  agricul- 
turist, and  received  his  earlv  scholastic  trainim*-  in 
the  district  schools  of  Giles  County.  In  1862  he 
abandoned  farm  life  for  the  time  being  to  join 
the  Confederate  army,  and  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany E,  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Infantry,  and 
W’as  mustered  into  service  at  Murfreesboro,  and 
afterw’ard  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chicka 
mauga.  Missionary  Ridge.  Lookout  iMountain, 
and  in  1864  received  a gun-shot  wound  at  Resaca. 
and  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Forsyth,  Ga. , 
until  fully  recovered.  He  rejoined  his  company  in 
Aug:ust,  1864,  and  was  ag:aiu  wounded  bv  a g:un- 
shot  at  Atlanta,  Ga. , and  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
where  he  had  previously  been  cared  for,  and  was 
later  taken  to  Cuthbert,  Ga.  In  1864,  he  again 
rejoined  his  command,  and  was  with  Hood  on  his 


J ® 


r KVY.U'ML  'lO 


irVO 


Mu'' 

' (!■  ; 


)f  : l Ut»  ■'!' 

;;  ax.  >' 


l,l,>,i  -"i  oLlMipnt 
1.  ,ij'  ' 'J‘  '1'' 

( , ' ♦ 

. (tv  t'Df.  ■ 


:i  -iiti--' 


,1 


• il 

'■■I’l  ■ 


' I 


'.tl.H 

i ■ M 


'I- 


...i/rtO  i.i  ftuitf  .ri.d  ym  r. 

ui  • ■'  ■0-U)o!>  bMil 

Mix;, 

,1  ■,M!M-..vr'-  .[JBS  .«uxi 

■ji/r  xjhf  •t.j  .;l  iiOiUAO'»<* 


1... u ■;(',■• 'ttj 


.Ur.'*.' 


>,  .i-.'J 


■n  : '(' 

t .X/ 

t'.  *.!1.'  i' 


■X-ii 


•r 


....,1 

- ,!l': 

-t^il  lu' 


■I  ) i 


,niyt»!iil  jti 


u 


t*  J It 


•.ir> 

• 1 

iU  l> 


. v;  :uil  lo  " 

i(it’.  KiHil'"!- 
. i.'.(T;:- 

Mu  .t'.t'.'' 


V..  -f-t',  I 

i,i!’. J .1j  I''  - I 

,1.  liit'  t]/.  ‘I' 

.-•XM'ti'r 

'i!  ,l'''‘''/'- 

'll  Yf<p,  ...ii  7 


,-..1.171 

vr  1 , 

-SVl'l*.  >1 

t'{i  uild  • ■!  ■ ' "M 

'■  I 4 4 i • 

i-.M'li 

r'f't!  "'  t : 

; ' 

’,  vf5i.il 

' > UfJ- 

.•1  ■.■{ 

jj  ti'if.i'' 

jjfa  tt1  ''‘•■ 

i . f.J 

;.  /li 

‘ ■ ■ ..^.. 

1r.  7ati 

!,t  ?'!gi;.^  Y ''ill  I'b 

,auil> 

itl-r 

t 

I K' 

-iia  (x'JoC  ,Jr]..;i, 

. li.i  ilMiOOl  '• 

1 " •! 

■an  ’ll 

ii.td  ,y  iQ.J't'.) 

tin'll 

lU 

7/  ./. 

i 

■ 'ifi'' 


nfji'.  i*?dto 
1 ni 

tji'V  jvoib 


:••?<]  -r 
; ' 1 : 


"I 


.ri-r' 


I ; #i) iJ 


.>,;-r,  La.i.,7 

..  .J  -o.i  - 

,1  ' ' ti "*•'  '* ^ 

a-fo’  ;'t'  X . 

1 . f iiV^  •: ' 1 , ?-i ' ' i 

. V.,.' 

■lu.i-i'r  01 

,„>i-.-r  -rx.c'-x in'll  ■ 

idtdu 

■■••  ■ 

,..,1  ta.ut'iut'f..-: 

.\.,i\‘  ft{.  .'UlT.  1 

vifiiy.''-  tiiii  ^ 

.‘.■■Id  . 

;-i  ■uiigfi  ■J.'.i.'t  > ■')■■'?■  ‘ 

1 

,.UUfJ  V'l-’'' 

,,'  xri.-  ■’  ... 

.-•x!  -.1 

i’  vI’M'-  i; 

t ' r-idnCL  0 .'i "i  ; 

..I  ..-.1 

.1  ■ ; ! il  V 

-V  ...I 
.X,'V' 


.(.•.ft'ijlll'l 


■;;ro  it' 


K.‘»  . 


onv  •'a’’'-'-*'' 

oi  M- .iMiiiU  t7f ■ 

irvLui-i  - I*  jWkI^xxoI. 

Lus  ,;xaN07)  t'  --'X'  ' ia«<i«v,A 

M - i ) lifts  >>n  f oVJ-tj'j!  liTUlfl  iC 

U-  u •«<* 

:>■  M.-I  t il!,-yi!lt<5  ! 

..  '7  iil  ..>•!•  - SW  I>OX»  ,'C* 

( i .-  1 »i/  iti'i  t-'t'  .xwwO  • 

‘ ‘ '/'  i.-'-iAflliW  JX'IM  •/ti-  hsioutas 

(T  ’ill  .•Jt'j-'itM.  'M’.  KSjjW' 


. //:'X 
i301il  .7 
Oil  ■ 


r 


iojii  .'.j'o-tt  lX.'i' t- 


■ti'i'  lU.  It 


17 

ft;-* ! 


iuyi  ,iu  '•..'»xilq  SoiJ'xJ 


• 1 ' - i 


:fl  riX^'ijiU 


ujf 


'ir:r'- 


Sj  •'•u 
, . ,1: 


■•’■il 

','jj 


■ni  L- 
7(0i 


. t -.gt 
.iJOi  ^ ’^'-I  X'<  ■ 
I ■;  rXl  t t'7^  ;jf*  • 

3f 
R 


Ut 


4 


'-‘r# 

,-Mv  .I'ttlxx'.l  '/'t 
i-aii  ij‘.vi;'-->v'i  bti-  . 

.■  ,..  •'•  V aloodr-  J' "S’'' 
guuj  iti.  xnt-  -iii  utjnl  ifuu..ij' 

. (.  j,  .jf/t  Mr,  -.yxii  . . vxMbt.in'O  ■ Ja 

f .!•]  ••.■:•'  ■ 

ii;  ‘.ifii-noa  oU  •■■■■• 

. .usUsd  9da  Bi  t.yirq-ax'r.  1 ftn.' ' ;--f;  x 
l0Li'ooJ  .rnjuiax 

f-fltiow  ao.if^-xxu'^-*-  i ’ a,  1'X?b 

, 7j  J't.TTol  ixi  iB'xq-^ di,byaa.'.o-'>  / 

siartiauiot'n  fil  .i.tn^Vo^x  vU,;i  f>ht0 
,'  /■.»  i . bue  ilh‘'  < - 

fn;.r  MDM 

- -j.  T f--1« '•  7 I-iJil  a.g  ‘'tOVX 

Ifly.r  nf  .'••»*  .ti‘>.-itl|^5,c>  gt  a ttftl 

M4.1l  t'xv?'  • t'"'-  .i--JU«mo;;.  ixiu  ('  o'.oM'I 


. .i£*j;;'ul:  r'.fli'.t.  -i-l'.il-'.i  ill  Lvin  bOii  ,blixln 

vit-^gi  ^ixvK  Fr  f'.iH  { fli  Jonb-df  tU  a M 


" awn  b1 

r V.  0 J-iaPJi/.  >^r-'w  nbw  mA  ,b->t«uia»U''.ooo 

'i  7 ' ,HUlllAlsUi  1'”'  t*xb 


-e;  , , 

didff  i^U'fW  •tns’iitiiilo  ti'r.dd  1o  dhs4  * d* 

LtMvg.  .--x  wTOiit  .lU  ai  .ooi'i.uo<^  baa 

.o-u.yi:'~'-:>ia  $■  io.4iu-iu(.;  bur-  .qalifirMoT  ^i4od8  oJ 
-fl  u,  Ggg,l  lU.  iu'iXii  h&y07q 


"XW  ' 


j 


Cl  { 

^ 1 •> 
iV 

ti'i-'; 

•J-Xt'i 

•7.i’ 


f-i4,  tf  7'  I'tdiit'ii'-  •t'lOi  ' .I'xl  ‘'  A '.aoijiiYiiUro  tehiia 

i9bi  . ti",  i-jxyiJli  7r.J  >tdv<o  li'i-te  iixrf  ,c«Tfilido 

o7  f.,tnrj  itnfti  «t.ft  - • "'H  .aotievrifu!) 

i9V«;i  9lMia  'i  ‘>7  ■ tJ  -*>A  .ivcUot 

iiuCai  LfSiiwii;:-! -'’in  Mdi.luii  iqui-iawoT 

iVJk.'-'x  S M -i’  ii  ijx'ti’  8i-  .rie'jxxiaxjcl  JaunQiq 

utTfi:''  ‘His  aj  ’^Isnoiv^inq  f’r'rf,. 

r^ni  .lit  ib-::i  ‘kW  ini  f>-hq 

Ctr  yiti'iln,p'  &il»  ix.  ju'i  ^ oJ  'M  fllMllT  ,-U  a 


1 < 


POINSETT  COUNTY. 


615 


campaign  in  Tennessee.  After  his  return  to  his 
home  in  Giles  County,  he  remained  there  until 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Poinsett  County,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  and  school-teach- 
ing, and  in  both  these  occupations  has  become  well 
known.  His  farm  comprises  100  acres,  and  since 
1SS3,  he  has  cleared  thirty  acres  and  put  them 
under  cultivation.  His  property  is  well  improved 
with  good  buildings  and  fences,  and  in  addition  to 
his  farm-work,  iiis  attention  is  given,  to  a considera- 
ble degree,  to  stock  raising.  He  votes  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  but  is  not  an  active  partisan.  In 
1877  and  1878  he  tilled  the  office  of  county  assess- 
or, and  is  the  present  justice  of  his  township,  and 
is  serving  his  fourth  term.  He  is  a patron  of 
schools,  and  is  a member  of  Harrisburg  Lodge  No. 
184,  of  the  A.  F.  &.  A.  M. , and  was  secretary  of  his 
lodge  for  about  two  years.  He  has  also  tilled  that 
position  for  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  he  being  a member  of 
White  Hall  Lodge  No.  77.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Aarricultural  Wheel.  He  was  married  in  this 
county,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Harriet  Frances  Wright, 
and  by  her  has  four  children:  James  Arthur, 

Thomas  Jefferson,  Leecel  La  Fayette  and  William 
Harvey. 

William  Usery,  blacksmith  and  farmer,  Harris- 
burg, Ark.  Tennessee  has  furnished  to  this  county 
a number  of  representative  men,  and  among  them 
might  be  mentioned  William  Usery,  who  was  born 
in  Bedford  County,  of  that  State,  in  1832.  He  is 
the  son  of  Allen  and  F.  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Usery, 
both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  early  settlers 
of  Tennessee,  to  which  State  they  emigrated  in  pio- 
neer times.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  William  Usery  was  brought 
up  as  an  agriculturist,  and  it  was  but  natural 
that  he  should  2)ermanently  adopt  that  calling,  as 
his  life  occupation;  and  this  he  has  always  fol- 
lowed. He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Tennessee,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming.  In  1S4U  he 
came  to  St.  Francis  County,  Ark. , and  worked  at 
his  trade  for  two  years.  He  was  first  married  in 
1851,  to  Mrs.  G.  (Stephens)  Fisher,  and  one  child 
was  born  to  this  union,  Frances,  who  is  now  the 


wdfe  of  William  A.  Garvey,  and  resides  in  Poinsett 
County,  Ark.  Mrs.  Usery  died  in  1856,  and  in 
1850  Mr.  Usery  selected  his  second  wife  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Roxy  (Franks)  Casbeer,  widow  of 
Joseph  Casbeer,  who  was  a native  Of  Tennessee, 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.-  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Usery  became  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Jerusha  A.,  widow  of  Frank  Thiville,  a farmer  of 
St.  Francis  County,  who  died  in  1886,  leaving 
his  widow  and  two  children;  Thomas  and  Chesslev. 
Mrs.  Usery  is  the  daughter  of  Chessley  and  Jerusha 
(May)  Franks,  the  former  a local  Methodist  Epis- 
copal preacher  of  Tennessee.  Elder  Franks  came 
to  Arkansas  at  a very  early  date,  and  here  married 
Miss  May.  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Northeast  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Usery  is  the  fourth 
of  eight  children  born  to  her  parents,  her  birth  oc- 
curring in  St.  Francis  County.  Ark.,  in  1820. 
She  spent  her  school  days  in  that  county,  and  after 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Usery,  in  1859,  they  resided 
in  St.  Francis  Coimty  for  thirteen  years.  Mr. 
Usery  engaged  in  blacksmithing  and  farming.  In 
1872  he  moved  to  Harrisburg  and  bought  46^  acres 
of  land,  but  has  since  sold  some  of  this,  and  is  now 
i the  owner  of  300  acres  adjoining  the  city,  with 
about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  lives  in  the 
center  of  this,  just  across  the  corporation  line.  He 
has  the  best  buildings,  the  largest  orchard,  bear- 
ing all  kinds  of  fruit,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  the  county.  By  his  marriage 
were  born  two  children:  Florence,  wife  of  a min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  Church,  and  re- 
siding in  Texas,  and  Annis,  wife  of  George  Garvey, 
a merchant  at  Harrisburg.  Mr.  Usery  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  “is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  his  excellent 
wife  can  relate  some  very  interesting  reminiscences 
of  early  times,  how  lumber  was  made  with  a whip- 
saw, how  the  clothing  and  boots  and  shoes  were 
made  by  the  old  settlers,  and  how  Bolivar  was  at 
one  time  the  county-.seat. 

Jasper  M.  Vauhoozer,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
Harrisburg,  Ark.  Located  in  the  midst  of  one  of 
the  finest  agricultural  centers  of  Poinsett  County, 
the  farm  which  Mr.  Vauhoijzer  owns  and  occupies 
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is  conceded  to  be  among  the  best  in  the  vicinity; 
and  this  is  saying  not  a little,  for  on  every  hand 
may  be  seen  superior  farms,  whose  ownership  de- 
notes thrift  and  prosperity.  iMr.  Vanhoozer  tirst 
saw  the  light  of  day  in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn. , 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  7th  of  September, 
18-15.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Mary  (Ketchum) 
Vanhoozer,  wei’e  natives  of  Tennessee,  and  the 
father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Middle  Tennes- 
see. He  was  a participant  of  one  of  the  Indian 
Wars,  and  died  in  the  year  lS-16,  on  the  26th  of 
September.  They  were  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  much  respected  citizens. 
The  mother,  after  surviving  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band for  about  twenty-seven  years,  died  in  1873. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sisters 
and  Jasper  N.  now  living.  One  sister,  Gestin, 
married  Joseph  Birdwell,  and  now  resides  in  the 
Lone  Star  State.  The  other  sister,  Fenton,  is  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Hardgrove,  and  resides  near  the  old 
homestead,  in  Tennessee.  Jasper  M.  Vanhoozer 
received  a fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Tennessee,  and  at  the,age  of  seventeen  years,  he 
left  the  farm  of  his  father  and  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  in  Company  A,  Forrest's  Cavalry, 
and  participated  in  the  skirmish  at  Athens  and 
Corinth.  After  the  last  named  battle,  Mr.  Van- 
hoozer re-enlisted  in  Company  E,  Thirty-second 
Tennessee  Infantry,  under  Gen.  Hood,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Murfrees- 
boro. He  was  wounded  at  Port  Hindman,  in  1863, 
and  at  Murfreesboro,  in  1864.  Here  his  services 
ended,  as  he  never  regained  his  health  sufficiently 
to  return.  After  cessation  of  hostilities,  he  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  which  industry  he  has  since  carried  on.  By 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  June,  1867,  to 
Miss  Susan  Darnell,  he  became  the  father  of  four 
children,  two  now  living:  Nancy  .\nn,  wife  of 
Charles  Presley,  a farmer  now  living  in  Tennessee, 
and  Benjamin  Lewis,  a farmer,  unmarried,  and 
residing  in  Poinsett  County.  Mrs.  Vanhoozer  was 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Susan  (Merrill)  Darnell, 
natives  of  Tennessee.  In  1860,  (Mr.  Vanhoozer 
and  family  moved  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and 
here  purchased  forty  acres  of  partially  improved 


land.  He  has  added  to  this  tract  from  time  to  time, 
until  he  now  has  270  acres  on  Crowdey’s  Ridge, 
with  about  sixty-tive  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
also  has  200  acres  in  St.  Anguille  Bottom,  and  is 
improving  the  same:  has  twenty-seven  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  rents  land  for  cotton.  Mr.  Van- 
hoozer votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  con- 
servative in  politics.  Mrs.  Vanhoozer  died  in  1883, 
and  in  the  same  year  IMr.  Vanhoozer  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Hall,  daughter  of  Newton  G.  and 
Sarah  J.  E.  (Robertson)  Hall,  natives  of  Missis- 
sippi. By  this  union  Mr.  Vanhoozer  became  the 
father  of  the  following  children:  Leana  C.,  James 
L.  and  Sarah  A.  Mr.  Vanhoozer  is  an  honored 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  Harrisburg  Lodge  No.  184.  and  was 
treasurer  of  that  lodge  for  a number  of  years.  He 
is  a member  of  White  Hall  Lodge  No.  77,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  is  at  present  treasurer  of  that  society. 
He  has  served  as  school  director  a number  of  years, 
and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  and 
given  his  support  to  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of 
the  community,  and  is  one  who  believes  in  pro- 
gressive farming. 

B.  F.  Webber  is  one  of  the  successful  agricul- 
turists of  this  region,  and  as  such  deserves  honor- 
able mention  among  these  pages.  He  was  born  on 
Blue  Gra.ss  soil  in  1839,  and  was  the  fifth  of  nine 
children  boro  to  F.  X.  Webber,  who  was  a native 
German.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States 
when  young,  and  was  married  in  Kentucky  to  Arti- 
missa  Ellen  Hays,  who  was  a native  of  that  State. 
In  1851  they  removed  to  St.  Francis  County,  Ark., 
and  from  here  Mr.  Webber  enlisted  in  the  Rebel 
army  service,  in  1862,  and  died  the  following  year. 
B.  F.  Webber  was  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of 
farming  inearlv  vouth,  and  received  a fair  EnMish 
education  in  the  schools  of  St.  Francis  County. 
In  1863  he  came  to  Poinsett  County.  Ark.,  and 
was  married  here,  in  1869,  to  L.  C.  Calvert,  a 
native  of  Phillips  County,  Ark.,  who  came  here 
with  her  parents  at  a very  early  day.  Both  her 
father  and  mother  are  now  deceased.  After  his 
marriaire  i\[r.  Webber  settled  on  a farm  near  where 
Tyi'onza  is  now  situated,  and  here  maile  his  home 
imtil  1880,  when  he  purchased  lt>0  acres  of  nnim 
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proved  land,  and  now  has  about  fifty  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  has  bis  farm  nicely  improved,  with 
j good  residence  and  out  buildings.  He  has  in-  j 
creased  bis  acreage  to  2tl0,  and  this  be  devotes 
I principally  to  raising  cotton,  also  giving  consider- 
i able  attention  to  stock.  Mr.  Webber  is  a Demo- 
I crat,  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  be 
I and  wife  and  children  (L.  C.,  Nettie  Ann  and 
i Laura  Rozella)  are  in  communion  with  the  Mis- 
! sionary  Baptist  Church.  The  following  are  their 
children:  Laura  Kozella,  William  Bedford,  Nettie 
Ann,  Edna,  Charles,  Franklin,  Katie  Nora,  Ed- 
ward Lee,  James  A.,  Lonnie.  Toney  and  Thomas. 
Mr.  Webber  and  his  family  have  enjoyed  excep- 
tionally good  health  since  locating  here,  and  they 
consider  it  an  extremely  healthy  locality,  as  well 
as  a fine  farming  region,  never  having  had  to  call 
in  a doctor. 

Hon.  N.  J.  Willis,  farmer,  Harrisburg,  Ark. 
The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  borne  by  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  and  esteemed  residents 
of  Poinsett  County.  Let  a man  be  industriously 
ambitious,  and  honorable  in  his  ambitions,  and  he 
will  rise,  whether  having  the  prestige  of  family  or 
the  obscurity  of  poverty.  IMr.  Willis  w'as  born  in 
Caswell  County,  N.  C.,  on  the  31st  of  January, 
1835,  but  attained  his  growth  in  Tennessee.  His 
parents,  John  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Ward)  Willis, 
were  also  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The  father 
was  a thorough -going,  industrious  farmer,  and 
an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
held  the  oflice  of  junior  warden  in  that  organiza- 
tion several  years.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  six 
children:  George  W.,  died  in  the  army  in  1863, 
was  a farmer  of  White  County,  Ark. ; Mary,  wife 
of  a farmer  living  in  Cross  County,  Ark. ; Flora 
A.,  wife  of  James  Maloney,  a farmer  of  Illinois: 
Nancy,  wife  of  Capt.  J.  M.  LeVes(pie,  county 
clerk,  and  the  largest  farmer  in  Cross  County,  Ark. ; 
Sarah,  died  in  1S64,  and  was  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Allen.  N.  J.  Willis,  the  fourth  child  in  order  of 
birth,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Tennessee,  when 
school  opportunities  were  very  limited.  During 
that  time  his  vocation  was  farming,  and  at  odd 
39 


times  he  was  busy  over  his  books,  of  which  he  was 
verv  fond.  At  the  age  of  twentv  he  began  work- 
ing  for  himself,  and  then  spent  a year  in  ^.chool 
to  Prof.  Phillips,  near  Somerville,  Tenn.  The 
next  year.  1856,  he  came  with  Capt.  LeTesque,  to 
Poinsett  (now  Cross)  County,  Ark.,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  for  two  years.  In  1857  he 
married  Miss  Nancy  Shannon,  daughter  of  Archi- 
bald and  Nancy  (Allen)  Shannon,  the  former  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A\'illis 
were  born  five  children  (two  of  whom  are  living): 
John  T.  died  in  infancy:  Thomas  J.  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen;  James  IM.  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  Samuel  H. , a farmer  and  miller, 
now  resides  with  his  father,  and  Oliie  A. . who  is 
now  thirteen  years  of  age,  is  at  home.  Judge 
’Willis  lived  in  Poinsett  County  (now  Cross),  until 
1875,  and  then  moved  to  Poinsett  County  proper. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
in  1879  was  elected  county  judge,  serving  one 
term.  In  1881  he  was  elected  representative,  and 
re-elected  to  the  same  position  in  1883.  thus 
showing  his  popularity  with  the  public.  In  1886 
he  engaged  in  ginning  and  milling,  and  the  same 
year  moved  to  Harrisburg,  but  continued  to  super- 
intend his  farm.  He  is  the  owner  of  828  acres  of 
land  in  Poinsett  County,  besides  two  lots  with 
good  houses  on  them,  and  the  gin  and  mill  at  Har- 
risburg. In  March,  1862.  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  Capt.  Joe  Martin's  Thirteenth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry  (mounte<l),  and  in  1863  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  Company  C. 
which  position  he  held  until  the  war  closed.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Greeneville,  Helena,  and  went 
with  Gen.  Price  in  his  raid  through  Missouri  and 
Arkansas.  He  left  the  main  army  at  Fort  Smith, 
and  operated  on  IVhite  lliver  until  1864,  when  he 
joined  the  main  army  at  Camden,  and  continued 
with  the  same  until  the  surrender  at  Wittsburg, 
Ark.,  in  1865.  He  served  his  county  and  State  in 
the  most  acceptable  manner  during  the  war.  but 
has  rendered  it  even  more  valuable  service,  not 
only  as  a reliable  public  official,  but  as  an  indus- 
trious farmer  and  law  abiding  citizen.  He  is  now 
living  in  comparative  retirement.  He  is  a member 
of  the  iMasonic  order,  also  the  K.  of  H. . and  in 
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his  views  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  and  Mrs.  Willis  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office 
of  class-leader,  has  also  been  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  and  he  is  a liberal  contributor 
to  all  laudable  enterprises. 

JohnR.M’illis,  postmaster  of  Buffalo  Lick.  Ark., 
has  held  the  position  he  now  occupies  for  the  past 
six  years,  and  has  ably  discharged  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  the  office.  He  was  born  in  Oldham 
County,  Ky. , in  1837,  but  received  his  education  in 
Saline  County,  Mo.,  and  up  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  was  an  attendant  at  the  district  schools,  and 
was  engaged  in  farm  labor  on  the  old  homestead. 
After  attaining:  the  above  mentioned  agce  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Majs.  Russell  & Wardell,  being 
master  of  a wag:on  train  leaving  Leavenworth  for 
any  given  point  in  the  far  West.  After  remaining 
in  the  Government  employ  for  about  seven  years 
he,  in  1862,  joined  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Cav- 
alry, commanded  by  Col.  Jenkins,  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Fort  Pillow,  and 
in  other  minor  engagements,  serving  until  hostili- 
ties ceased,  when  he  was  paroled  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 
He  was  captured  three  times,  one  time  being 
taken  prisoner  at  Holly  Springs,  iMiss. , by  the 
Seventh  Kansas  Regiiuent,  of  which  W.  F.  Cody, 
better  knowm  as  Buffalo  Bill,  was  a member,  the 
latter  having  been  In  his  employ  while  he  was  a 
teamster  in  the  West.  Mr.  Willis  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Cross  County,  Ark.,  until  1879, 
when  he  crossed  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and 
here  has  since  made  his  home,  his  farm  of  260 
acres  being  finely  improved,  wuth  good  buildings, 
fences,  etc.,  and  100  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
He  also  operates  a steam  cotton-gin,  and  raises  some 
stock.  He  is  independent  in  his  political  views, 
but  usually  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  magistrate,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  an  active  wmrker  for  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. He  is  a patron  of  education,  is  a member 
of  the  school  board,  and  also  belongs  to  the  board 
of  equalization.  He  is  a Mason,  being  a member 
of  Arcadian  Lodge,  at  Vaiiiulale,  Cross  County,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  He  was 
married,  in  Cross  County,  Ark.,  in  1872,  to  Mi.ss 


Mary  Harvey,  a native  of  Shelby  County,  Tenn. . 
and  to  their  union  six  children  have  been  born: 
Lillian,  Lewis,  Henry  X.,  Mary,  Ethel  and  Edna. 
Mr.  Willis  is  the  youngest  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Lewis  and  Polly  (Ryle)  Willis,  the  former  a native 
of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina.  They 
settled  on  a farm  in  Boone  County,  Ky. , at  an 
early  day,  and  in  1835  moved  to  Oldham  County, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1845.  In  1848  Mr. 
Willis  settled  in  Saline  County,  Mo.,  where  he 
farmed  and  made  his  home  until  his  death,  in  1850. 

•T.  B.  Wilson  is  possessed  of  those  advanced 
ideas  and  progressive  principles  regarding  agricult- 
ural life  which  seem  to  be  among  the  chief  char- 
acteristics of  native  Tennesseeans.  He  was  born 
in  Shelby  County,  of  that  State,  in  1829.  and  is 
the  elder  of  tw'o  children  born  to  John  B.  and  Mary 
Ann  (Cowan)  Wilson,  who  were  also  Tennesseeans. 
The  father  followed  the  trade  of  cabinet-making 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Middle  Tennes- 
see, in  1833,  but  his  widow  survived  him  until 
1874,  dying  in  Poinsett  County.  Ark.  The  early 
advantages  received  by  our  subject  were  such  as 
usually  fall  to  the  farmer's  l)oy,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  fourteen  years,  owing  to  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  was  compelled  toput  his  shoulder  to  the 
plow,  in  order  to  assist  in  the  support  of  his  wid- 
owed mother.  He  was  married  in  Tennessee,  in 
1857,  to  Miss  Mary  Houston,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, and  a niece  of  Gen.  Sara  Houston.  Her  par- 
ents, John  and  Martha  (Gillespie)  Houston,  were 
Tennesseeans,  her  grandfathers  having  been  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  that  State  from  Virginia. 
J.  B.  Wilson  removed  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  in 
1857,  and  located  in  Greenfield  Township,  where 
he  purchased  a partially  improved  farm,  consisting 
of  179  acres,  and  now  has  eighty  acres  under  culti- 
vation, which  he  devotes  to  cotton  and  corn.  By 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1873.  he  became  the  father 
of  seven  children,  three  now’ living:  Mary  L.  (.Mrs. 
Bennett,  residing  in  Craighead  County),  David  B. 
and  Ida.  In  1874  Mr.  Wilson  married  Mrs.  Mary 
Jane  (WilkisoiO  Kelsoe,  she  having  been  born  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  but  was  reared  in  Poinsett 
County.  Six  of  their  seven  children  are  livinc:: 
Ellen,  Eland.  Thoiuas  Paj'ne,  ib)l>ert  Ingersoll. 
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Joe  Voltaire  and  Andy  Bradlaw.  In  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson  went  to  Decatur,  Macon  County, 
111. , and  was  there  engaged  in  gathering  supplies, 
for  the  Union  Army.  The  following  year  he  went 
to  Memphis,  Tenn. , and  from  that  time  until  1805 
he  was  on  the  city  police  force.  In  the  latter  year  j 
he  returned  to  Poinsett  County,  where  he  has  I 
since  made  his  home.  Although  not  a politician, 
he  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  advo- 
cated its  principles  ahme  and  single-handed  at  all 
times,  and  was  one  of  two  men  of  Arkansas  who 
voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency,  in 
1865.  He  has  always  advocated  the  building  and 
sustaining  of  good  schools,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  a member  of  the  school  board  in  his  district. 
He  has  been  a Mason  since  1850.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  He  has  ever 
contributed  liberally  for  the  support  of  every  en- 
terprise for  the  building  up  of  the  county,  and  is 
considered  one  of  its  good  citizens. 

J.  L.  Wright,  one  of  Poinsett  County’s  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  stockmen,  was  born  on  Blue 
Grass  soil  in  1836,  being  the  second  of  four 
children  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Ford)  Wright,  who 
were  also  natives  of  that  State,  to  which  the 
paternal  grandfather  had  moved  at  a very  early 
day.  Joseph  Wright  removed  to  Arkansas  in 
1842,  and  settled  in  Greenfield  Township,  where, 
in  1848,  he  entered  the  land  on  which  he  had  first 
squatted,  comprising  160  acres,  and  commenced 
making  improvements,  and  here  niade  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  19,  1876. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of 
Harrisburg,  and  was  a man  whom  all  esteemed 
and  respected.  His  excellent  wife  passed  from 
this  life  in-  1852.  J.  L.  V7 right  in  assisting  his 
father  in  clearing  the  home  farm,  became  familiar 
with  the  dvities  of  agricultural  life,  and  after  ac- 
quiring a fair  education  in  the  old  subscription 
schools  of  Poinsett  County,  he,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself.  He  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss  Jane 
Ishmet,  a native  of  St.  Francis  County,  and  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Lane)  Ishmet, 
who  were  lx>rn  in  Illinois  and  Tennes.see,  respect- 
ively. They  removed  from  the  former  State  to 


Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  during  the  early  history  of 
[ this  region,  and  also  made  their  home  in  Greene 
County.  The  father’s  death  occurred  many  years 
ago,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Wright.  After 
his  marriage,  Mr.  IVright  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  and  in  1861  enlisted  from  here 
for  three  years  in  Capt.  Hillis’  company,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  but 
was  honorably  discharged  a short  time  after.  He 
then  volunteered  in  Capt.  Kitchens’  regiment,  and 
was  a participant  in  the  battle  of  Little  Rock.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Poinsett  Coun- 
ty, and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  putting 
his  farm  in  good  tillable  condition.  His  first  piu‘- 
chase  of  land  was  in  1858,  and  consisted  of  forty 
acres,  but  by  his  own  good  management  and  energy 
he  now  owns  660  acres,  with  over  200  acres  under 
cultivation,  which  constitutes  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  county.  He  makes  a specialty  of 
raising  a good  grade  of  Durham  cattle  and  Berk- 
shire  and  Poland- China  hogs,  and  in  all  his  views 
he  is  progressive  and  enterprising.  He  is  not  an 
active  politician,  but  usually  votes  the  Democrat 
ticket,  and  socially  is  a member  of  Harrisburg 
Lodge  No.  184,  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
his  wife  also  belonging  to  that  church;  and  not  in 
church  matters  alone  has  he  been  active,  for  he 
has  always  been  interested  in  the  progress  and  ad- 
vancement of  schools,  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  district  in  which  he  resides.  His 
children  are  as  follows:  James  J..  who  died  iii 
1858;  Harriet  Frances  CMrs.  Thornton),  Eliza 
Jane,  Mary  Etta  Gertrude  (Mrs.  Smith).  Sarah 
Ellen,  Jennie  Kate,  Joseph  William.  Julia,  James 
Charley  and  Lou  Oilie  (twins),  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  ten  months;  and  Ida 
Lou.  Mr.  Wright’s  brothers  and  si.sters  are:  John 
J. , who  was  married,  served  in  the  late  war,  and 
died  in  1872;  J.  L.,  Jasper,  who  married,  and  is  a 
resident  of  the  county;  Elizabeth,  who  was  tin* 
wife  of  James  Wilson,  and  died  in  1869;  Malvina, 
now  Mrs.  McBroom,  a resident  of  Harrisburg; 
and  Jo.seph  H. , who  is  married  and  resides  in  Bob 
var  Township. 
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Jasper  Wright.  The  life  of  this  gentleman 
has  been  rather  an  uneventful  one,  but  clearly  dem- 
onstrates how  much  can  be  accomplished  and  ac- 
quired under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances. 
He  was  born  in  Barren  County,  Ky.,  in  1S40,  and, 
after  assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until 
twenty- seven  years  of  age,  he  began  doing  for 
himself,  but  dropped  his  farming  implements  in 
1861  to  enlist  in  the  Crittenden  Rangers,  a cavalry 
company  organized  in  Crittenden  County,  x\.rk.  ; 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Corinth 
and  Knoxville.  He  was  paroled  at  Chester,  S.  C., 
in  1865,  and  returned  to  Poinsett  County,  which 
place  has  since  been  his  home.  He  was  married 
here,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  Huston,  a Ten- 
nesseean by  birth,  but  her  death  occurred  in  1875, 
she  having  borne  a family  of  four  children;  Har- 
riet Jane  (Mrs.  Albright)  and  John  William  are 
the  only  ones  now  living.  The  following  year  Mr. 
Wright  wedded  Miss  Laura  Stevens,  a Georgian, 
by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  two  children 
— Elizabeth  and  Bessie  — but  he  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  her  death  in  1884.  His  next  matrimonial 
venture  was  in  1885,  his  wife’s  maiden  name  be-  ' 
ing  Josephine  McClellan;  she  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see, and  to  them  has  been  given  one  child,  Lloyd 
D.  In  1868  jVL‘.  Wright  purchased  a timber 
tract  of  eighty  acres,  but  sold  it  in  1876.  and  pur- 
chased another  tract  consisting  of  the  same  num 
ber  of  acres.  He  has  added  eighty  acres  to  this, 
and  has  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has 
always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  some  years,  and  in  1886 
was  elected  county  and  probate  judge,  serving  two 
years.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Agricultu- 
ral Wheel,  and  also  belongs  to  Harrisburg  Lodge 
of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.  He  and  wife  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
is  one  of  five  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Ford)  Wright,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, respectively.  In  1844  they  removed  to 
Poinsett  County,  Ark.,  and  here  spent  the  rest  of 
their  lives,  the  father's  death  occurring  in  1876, 
and  the  mother's  in  1854. 

W.  L.  Wright.  Not  without  justice,  Mr.  Wright 
is  conceded  to  hold  a representative  position  among  ■ 


j the  prominent  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Poin- 
sett County,  for  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
' at  the  age  of  twenty- one  years  with  no  means,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres,  with  about  thirty- 
five  acres  under  the  plow.  He  was  born  near 
Helena,  Ark.,  in  1848,  and  his  youth  was  spent  in 
assisting  on  the  home  farm  and  in  attending  the  } 
public  schools  of  St.  Francis  County.  He  removed 
to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  but  returned  to  Crit-  i 
tenden  County,  and  was  married  here  November 
15,  1860,  his  wife  being  Miss  Arena  Johnson,  a na- 
tive of  that  county.  After  raising  four  crops  in 
. Crittenden  County,  he,  in  1872,  went  to  Macoupin 
County,  111.,  and  after  taking  charge  of  his  father's  \ 
farm  for  three  years  he  settled  in  Mississippi  ' 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  month  of 
! March,  1880,  he  came  to  Poinsett  County,  Ark. , i 
I and  first  purchased  a farm  of  forty  acres.  This 
he  sold  at  a later  period,  and  Irought  eighty  acres, 
and  has  added  to  it  until  he  now  has  240  acres,  as  j 

stated  above.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  I 

views,  and  for  the  past  eight  years  has  given  his 
attention  to  pastoral  work,  he  being  a member  of  ! 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  has  three  i 
charges  in  Mississippi  County,  one  at  Frenchman's  j 
Bayou,  one  at  Cross  Bayou,  and  the  other  at  New  | 
Hope.  Last  year  he  was  pastor  of  a church  at 
Philadelphia,  Crittenden  County.  He  is  a public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  | 
cause  of  education,  having  given  his  children  such 
advantages  as  he  could  afford.  Their  names  are: 
Clara  Idella,  Mattison  McMullen,  Maud  Jane,  Bed- 
ford Whitfield  and  5Iilton  Edw’ard.  Mr.  Wright 
has  noticed  many  changes  for  the  better  since 
locating  in  this  vicinity,  and,  judging  from  a moral 
and  Christian  standpoint,  the  county  is  rapidly  im 
proving.  Mr.  Wright  numbers  the  fifth  of  his 
parents’  nine  children.  Both  his  father  and  mother. 

W.  I.  and  Jane  (Gazell)  \\  right,  were  born  in 
Kentucky,  were  married  there,  and  in  1845  re- 
moved to  Arkansas,  and  up  to  the  year  1853  the 
father  was  a Baptist  mini.ster  of  Phillips  County. 

At  the  latter  date  he  removed  to  St.  Francis  Coun 
ty,  but  returned  to  the  former  county  in  .1861, 
remaining  two  years.  From  that  time  until  186  < 
he  resided  on  a farm  in  Poinsett  County,  and  his 
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next  move  was  to  Macoupin  County,  111.,  and  after 
living  in  the  town  of  Girard  for  three  years  he 
purchased  a farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  his 


death,  in  February,  1875.  His  wife  still  survives 
him,  and  is  now  a Jkli-s.  Sims,  whose  residence  is 
in  Raymond,  111. 
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Independence  County — Formation  and  Op.ganization— Public  Structures — Catalogue  of  Offi- 
cials— The  Franchise— Administration  of  Law— The  Coming  of  the  Pioneers— Location  of 
the  County— Its  AVater  Courses— Numerous  Personal  and  Business  Sketches— Timber 
and  Mines— Lands  and  Crops- Census  Returns— Railroads— Religious  Growth 
—Towns— Popular  Instruction— AVar  Record— Facts  and  Statistics. 


In  ancient  times  the  sacred  plow  employ’d 
The  kings  and  awful  fathers  of  mankind, 

And  some  * * have  held  the  scale  of  empire 
Then.  * * with  unwearied  hand,  * * * 

Seized  the  plow,  and  greatly  independent  lived.  — Thomson. 


HE  county  of  Independence 
was  organized  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of 
an  act  of  the  legislature 
of  Arkansas  Territory,  ap- 
proved October,  20,  1820. 
As  then  organized  it  em- 
braced much  territory  which  has 
since,  from  time  to  time,  been  cut 
off  and  included  in  other  counties 
they  were  formed.  Originally 
it  composed  a part  of  Lawrence 

■to 

The  town  of  Batesville  having 
been  established  prior  to  the  organ- 
ization  of  the  county,  and  being 
^ centrally  located,  as  well  as  enjoy- 
ing the  advantages  of  a navigable  river,  was  chosen 
as  the  seat  of  justice,  and  as  such  still  continues. 
The  first  court-house,  a brick  structure,  was  erected 
in  1821,  close  to  the  bank  of  AVhib'  River,  ami  above 


the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  on  the  public  square,  as 
shown  by  the  town  plat.  The  present  court-house, 
which  stands  on  block  15,  at  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  Main  Streets,  was  erected  in  1857  by  Messrs. 
J.  H.  Peel  and  J.  E.  AA'amac,  at  a cost  of  810, 00^. 
It  is  a plain  two-story  brick  building,  with  six 
rooms  on  the  first  floor,  and  court  room,  jury  and 
witness-rooms  on  the  second.  It  has  a wooden 
tower  containing  a town  clock.  The  Paul  Jail 
Company,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  now  repairing  the 
two-story  stone  residence  of  the  jailer,  and  complet 
ing  a new  jail  attached,  for  the  contract  price  of 
87,500.  It  stands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  same 
block  on  which  the  court-house  is  located,  the  jail 
proper  having  seven  cells  for  prisoners. 

The  county  has  a poor  farm  and  asylum  for 
the  use  of  the  paujiers.  It  is  six  miles  northeast 
of  Batesville,  and  has  good  bnihlings.  and  about 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  The  county  furnishes 
food  and  clothing  for  the  indigent,  the  superintend- 
ent cariui;  for  them  for  the  use  of  the  farm. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  names  of  county 
officers  of  Independence  County  from  its  organiza- 
tion, with  date  of  their  terms  of  service: 

County  judges;  James  Boswell,  1829-32; 
Kichard  Peel,  1832-40;  D.  W.  Lowe,  1840-44; 
John  Kyler,  1844-46;  John  Mannikin,  1846-48; 
D.  W.  Lowe,  1848-54;  J.  C.  Brickey,  1854-56; 
N.  Peed,  1856-64;  H.  Hogan,  1864-66;  G.  W. 
Shaw,  1866-68;  H.  Hogan,  1868-72;  commission- 
ers, 1872-74;  Henrj'  Neill,  1874-76;  W.  M.  Steel, 
1876-78;  S.  A.  Hail,  1878-80;  W.  M.  Steel, 
1880-82;  E.  H.  Griffin,  1882-86;  A.  J.  Craig,  pres- 
ent incumbent,  first  elected  in  1886. 

Clerks:  R.  Searcy,  1820-21;  T.  Curran, 

1821-27;  J.  Redmond,  1827-32;  C.  H.  Pelham, 
1832-36;  William  Moore,  1836-38:  C.  H.  Pelham, 
1838-44;  D.  W.  Lowe,  1844-48;  W.  E.  Miller. 
1848-54;  R.  R.  Kellogg,  1854-56;  Henry  Powell, 
1856-58;  J.  A.  Price,  1858-62;  M.  A.  Wycough, 
1862-64;  R.  Harpham,  1864-66;  Robert  Neill, 
1866-68;  R.  Harpham,  1868-72;  W.  H.  Berry, 
1872-74;  E.  M.  Dickinson,  1874-86;  M.  A.  Wy- 
cough, present  incumbent,  first  elected  in  1886. 

Sheriffs:  Charles  Kelly,  1820-32;  J.  Egner, 

1832-35;  J.  H.  Egner,  1835-36;  H.  A.  Engles, 
1836-42;  W.  L.  McGuire,  1842-47;  A.  Alexander, 
1847-52;  V.  E.  Foot,  1852-56;  G.  W.  Daugherty, 
1856-60;  John  Bailey,  1860-62;  Dan  James, 
1862-64;  John  Palmer,  1864-66;  F.  D.  Denton, 
1866-68;  J.  J.  Palmer,  1868-72;  J.  W.  Kennedy, 
1872-74;  John  Bailey,  1874-76;  R.  R.  Case, 
1876-82;  R.  M.  Desha,  1882-86;  McCurdy  Hail, 
present  incumbent,  first  elected  in  1886. 

Treasurers;  J.  H.  Egner,  1836—40;  S.  B.  Wy- 
cough, 1840-50;  B.  Lee,  1850-54;  G.  W.  Dough, 
erty,  1854-56;  Thomas  Womack,  1856-58;  R. 
Harpham,  1858-60;  T.  Chaplain,  1860-64;  Frank- 
lin Perrin,  1866-68;  J.  Van  Emberg,  1868-72;  J. 
H.  Foster,  1872-74;  B.  F.  Howard,  1874-80;  R. 
H.  Lee,  1880-86;  J.  A.  Hinkle,  1886-88;  L.  C. 
Lindsay,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

Coroners:  John  Reed,  1820-21;  John  Bean, 

1821-23;  J.  L.  Daniels,  1823-27;  John  Ruddell, 
1827-29;  A.  Cresswell,  1829-30;  Robert  Bruce, 
1830-32;  J.  Carroll,  1832-35;  J.  IMerriweather, 
1835-36;  C.  McArthul,  1836-38;  H.  W.  Bandy, 


1838-40;  W.  W.  Baltimore,  1840-42;  George 
Case,  1842-48;  William  O'Conner,  1848-52:  Mar- 
tin Cason,  1852-54;  G.  M.  Miniken  (or  Minni- 
kin),  1854-56;  William  O’Conner,  1856-58;  H. 
Blevins,  1858-60;  J.  Thomas,  1860-62;  J.  Bethel, 
1862-64;  S.  J.  McGuffin,  1866-68:  Charles  Caw, 
1868-72;  W.  R.  Joplin,  1872-78:  C.  B.  Grigsby, 
1878-80;  C.  D.  McCormack,  1880-<S2;  K.  E.  Law- 
rence, 1882-84;  Kent  Lawrence,  1884-86;  W.  S. 
McGuire,  1886-88;  J.  L.  Ellis,  present  incumbent, 
elected  in  1888. 

Surveyors:  C.  H.  Pelham,  1827-30;  J.  Trim- 
ble, 1830-35;  E.  Frazier,  1835-40:  Samuel  Wel- 
din,  1840—42;  A.  Bowman,  1842-44:  A.  Manning, 
1844-46;  George  Gill,  1846-48;  T.  S.  Carter, 
1848-52;  J.  Ireland,  1852-56;  E.  D.  Rnshing, 
1856-58;  C.  P.  Head,  1858-60;  Robert  Neill, 
1860-62;  Z.  D.  Bozart,  1862-64;  James  Grisham, 
1864-66;  J.  S.  Carter.  1866-68;  J.  S.  Smith, 
1868-72;  J.  M.  C.  Southard.  1872-76;  W.  A. 
Hill,  1876-78;  J.  M.  C.  Southard,  1878-82;  John 
Hindman,  1882-88;  G.  M.  Thompson,  present  in- 
cumbent, elected  in  1888. 

Assessors:  W.  H.  Grigsby,  1862-64;  E.  D. 
Rushing,  1864-66;  R.  H.  Lee,  1866-68;  T.  A. 
Baxter,  1868-72;  E.  C.  Patchell,  1872-74;  D.  R. 
Ford,  1874-76;  WiUiam  Taylor.  1876-82;  T.  B. 
Padgett,  1882-84;  Thomas  Owens,  1884-86;  C. 
H.  Webb,  1886-88;  Josiah  Martin,  present  incum- 
bent. elected  in  1888. 

Delegates  in  constitutional  conventions;  1836, 
John  Ringgold  and  Townsend  Dickinson:  1861, 
M.  S.  kennard,  U.  E.  Fort  and  F.  W.  Desha; 
1864,  C.  C.  Bliss;  1868,  Peter  G.  Misner  and 
George  W.  Dale;  1874,  J.  W.  Butler  and  J. 
Rutherford.  Peyton  Tucker  represented  Inde- 
pendence County’  in  the  council  of  the  Second 
Territorial  legislature,  in  1821,  and  J.  Ringgold 
represented  Independence  and  Jackson  Counties 
in  the  senate  of  the  First  State  legislature;  at  the 
same  time  T.  Dickinson  representing  Independence 
County  in  the  house. 

The  political  aspect  of  the  county  may  be  in 
ferred  from  the  votes  cast  for  the  several  caiuli- 
dates  at  the  last  State  and  Presidental  elections, 
which  were  as  follows:  September  electioi;,  ISSS. 
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for  governor,  James  P.  Eagle  (Dem. ),  2,012;  C. 
M.  Norwood  (Com.  0pp.),  2,051;  for  secretary  of 
State,  B.  B.  Chism  (Dem.),  2,002;  George  W. 
Terry  (Com.  0pp.),  2,050;  Presidential  election, 
1888,  Cleveland  (Dem.),  1,789;  Harrison  (Rep.), 
324;  Streeter  (U.  L. ),  1,220;  Fisk  (Prohibition),  36. 

As  the  county  was  created  October  20,  1820, 
it  is  most  likely  that  the  first  session  of  court  Avas 
held  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year  or  early  in  the 
year  following;  but  no  record  of  any  court  appears 
on  file  until  the  ‘ ‘ Common  Pleas  ’ ’ court  convened 
at  Batesville  on  Monday,  November  19,  1821, 
with  Judges  Richard  Peel  and  M’illiam  5Ioore, 
presiding.  This  court  assumed  jurisdiction  over 
all  business,  including  county,  probate  and  crim- 
inal affairs.  So  far  as  the  record  shows,  this 
was  the  last  term  of  the  common  pleas  court.  The 
same  volume  of  records  immediately  following  the 
last  proceeding  of  the  above  shows  that  in  Janu- 
ary, 1822,  the  Hon.  Richard  Searcy,  judge  of  the 
First  judicial  district,  appeared  and  produced  his 
commission  as  such,  and  opened  the  first  term  of 
the  circuit  court  at  Batesville.  A grand  jury  was 
then  chosen,  and  sworn  to  perform  their  duties, 
and  Thomas  Dickinson  was  appointed  prosecuting 
attorney  for  the  term.  This  court  had  jurisdiction 
now  over  all  kinds  of  business,  and  was  the  only 
court  held  until  1829,  when  the  county  court  was 
created  by  the  legislature. 

Judge  Searcy  presided  over  the  circuit  court 
until  November,  1825,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Judge  James  IVoodson  Bates.  The  first  term  of 
the  county  court  began  April  5,  1830,  with  James 
Boswell,  judge  presiding. 

The  circuit  court  now  belongs  to  the  Third 
judicial  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Jackson,  Lawrence,  Stone,  Randolph,  Independ- 
ence and  Sharp,  with  Judge  J.  W.  Butler,  of  Bates- 
ville,  presiding,  and  J.  L.  Abernethy,  of  Evening 
Shade,  as  prosecuting  attorney.  The  sessions  of  this 
court  are  held  in  Independence  County,  commenc- 
ing on  the  first  Monday  of  January  and  July  of 
each  year.  The  sessions  of  the  county  court  begin 
on  the  fir.st  Mondays  of  January,  A]>ril.  July  and 
October,  and  the  probate  court  the  first  Mondays  of 
February,  5Iay,  August  and  November. 


The  legal  bar  of  Independence  County  is  com- 
posed of  the  following  named  attorneys:  H.  S. 
Coleman,  J.  C.  Yancey,  Robert  Neill,  W.  A.  Bev- 
ens,  J.  J.  Barnwell,  Ex. -Gov.  Elisha  Baxter,  Sam- 
uel Peete,  W.  B.  Padgett,  Charles  Bourne,  J.  U. 
Bone  and  W.  B.  Ruddell. 

Independence  County  has  been  comparatively 
free  from  the  perpetration  of  the  grosser  crimes. 
Since  the  Civil  War  there  has  been  only  one  exe- 
cution for  the  crime  of  murder  committed  here — I 
the  hanging  of  Jesse  Kemp  for  the  murder  of  Mar- 
ion Hulsey.  He  was  tried  on  a change  of  venue 
and  executed  in  Sharp  County.  Another  person 
suffered  capital  punishment  in  the  county  for  a 
murder  committed  elsewhere. 

French  traders  and  trappers  ascended  White 
River  long  before  the  permanent  settlement  of  the 
country  traversed  by  it  began.  A party  of  these 
people  encamped  and  hunted  bear  in  the  region 
now  knowm  as  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  in  Independ- 
ence County.  Here  they  slew  many  bear,  from 
which  they  rendered  the  oil,  filled  their  barrels 
and  had  a surplus  left.  This  letter  was  put  into 
wooden  troughs  and  left  in  the  camp,  the  intention 
probably  being  to  return  for  it.  However,  no  one 
called,  and  the  oil  spoiled  in  the  troughs.  Hence 
the  name  Oil  Trough  Bottom.  These  traders  and 
hunters  left  many  marks  of  their  travels  at  various 
I places  up  and  down  the  river,  which  w'ere  plainly 
visible  to  the  pioneer  settlers.  Not  a few  of  the 
streams  and  other  natural  objects  were  named  by 
the  French  and  Spaniards.. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  this  territory  is 
i believed  to  have  commenced  about  the  year  1810, 
or  perhaps  a little  earlier.  John  Reed  located  at 
the  site  of  Batesville  in  1812.  Samuel  Miller,  of 
Tennessee,  came  in  1813,  and  subsequently  settled 
on  the  creek  that  bears  his  name  in  this  county. 
Col.  Robert  Bean  ran  the  first  keel-boat  up  White 
River  and  establishe<l  himself  at  the  mouth  of  I’olk 
Bayou  (Batesville)  in  1814.  James  51icham  settled 
near  the  same  place  in  the  same  year.  In  1817, 
James  Trimble  and  his  family,  including  Jackson 
S.  Trimble,  who  now  lives  at  Sulphur  Rock,  and 
who  was  then  a small  child,  came  from  Kent\icky 
and  chose  a location  five  miles  .southwest  of  Bates 
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ville.  Col.  Hartwell  Boswell,  John  H.  Rino-crold, 
John  Redmond  and  Henry  Engles  all  came  from 
the  same  State  to  Batesville  some  time  prior  to 
1820. 

The  following  named  persons  composed  the 
first  grand  jury  empaneled  for  the  county  in  the 
circuit  court,  in  January,  1822:  George  Teil,  Byrd 
Candrey,  James  Akin,  John  Morgan,  Henry  Mor- 
ris, David  Magness,  John  Cochran,  William  Sneed, 
George  Trimble,  Peter  Taylor,  William  Matney, 
Benedict  White,  Joshua  Minyard,  Amos  Friend, 
William  Friend,  Robert  Bruce  and  Moro-an  Macr- 
ness.  These,  of  course,  were  all  prominent  pioneer 
settlers.  John  Magness,  father  of  Morgan  Mag- 
ness, was  also  a pioneer  of  note.  Space  only  per- 
mits the  mention  here  of  a few  of  the  most 
prominent  early  residents,  but  two  of  whom,  so 
far  as  known,  are  now  living:  James  Micham 

and  Jackson  S.  Trimble.  For  other  pioneers  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  list  of  early  county  offi- 
cers and  biographical  sketches. 

Independence  County,  located  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  State,  is  bounded  north  bv 
Izard,  Sharp  and  Lawrence  Counties,  east  by  Jack- 
son,  south  by  Jackson  and  White,  and  west  by 
Cleburne  and  Stone.  It  has  an  area  of  700  square 
miles,  a considerable  portion  of  which  remains  un- 
improved. 

Its  boundary  lines  are  as  follows:  Beginning  on 
the  line  dividing  Townships  14  and.  15  north,  where 
Black  River  lastly  crosses  it  in  its  downward  course; 
thence  west  on  the  township  line  to  the  range  line 
between  Ranges  4 and  5 west;  thence  north  to  the 
corner  between  Sections  13  and  24,  Township  15 
north.  Range  5 west;  thence  west  on  section  lines 
to  the  southwest  corner  of  Section  18,  Township  15 
north.  Range  7 west;  thence  south  45°  west  seven 
and  a half  miles  to  White  River;  thence  down  White 
River  to  the  mouth  of  Wolf  Bayou;  thence  up 
Wolf  Bayou  to  the  line  dividing  Townships  12  and 
13;  thence  east  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Town- 
ship 12  north.  Range  8 west;  thence  south  on  the 
range  line  to  the  line  dividing  Townships  10  and 
11  north;  thence  east  on  the  township  line  to  the 
line  dividing  Ranges  3 and  4 west;  thence  north 
on  the  range  line  to  White  River;  thence  down 


White  River  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River;  thence 
up  Black  River  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  surface  of  the  county,  in  general,  is  quite 
broken  and  hilly,  and  in  some  places  it  might  be 
considered  mountainous.  Along  the  streams  there 
are  beautiful  valleys,  and  on  the  summits  of  the 
ridges  between  the  streams  many  tracts  of  fair 
table  lands  are  seen.  A large  proportion  of  the 
hilly  lands  are  so  completely  covered  with  stone 
and  bed  rock  as  to  render  their  cultivation  impos- 
sible. The  famous  Oil  Trough  Bottom  is  a tract 
of  very  rich  alluvial  land,  fifteen  miles  in  length 
and  about  three  miles  in  width,  lying  on  the  south- 
west side  of  White  River,  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  county.  It  is  level,  but  not  subject  to  over- 
flow, and  is  especially  well  adapted  to  the  pro- 
duction of  wheat  and  corn.  At  its  head  is  the  Oil 
Trough  Ridge,  with  a height  of  152  feet.  In  this 
ridge  is  a black  limestone  capable  of  a superior 
polish.  About  five  miles  above  Batesville  a bold 
headland  on  the  south  side  of  White  River,  known 
as  ‘ ‘ Shields’  Bluff,  ’ ’ or  White  River  Mountain,  is 
a conspicuous  object.  This  mountain  is  some  570 
feet  above  the  river,  and  is  a noted  land-mark  in 
Arkausas  as  having  been  the  point  where  the  old 
Cherokee  line  commenced  at  White  River,  and  ran 
southwest  along  the  dividing  ridge,  of  which  it 
forms  the  terminating  bluff  on  the  river. 

From  Miller's  Creek  to  Batesville  the  hills  are 
from  130  to  240  feet  in  height.  Red  shales,  run- 
ninsr  downward  into  brown  and  black  shales,  with 
calcareous  septaria,  occupy  the  base  of  the  hills 
around  Batesville;  these  shales  are  surmounted 
by  150  to  180  feet  of  sandstone.  Between  Bates- 
ville and  the  “ Big  Spring,”  there  are  high  ridges 
elevated  about  450  feet  above  White  River,  com- 
posed in  their  upper  part  of  both  compact  and 
cellular  chert;  the  latter  partaking  of  the  character 
of  buhr-stone.  The  descent  from  these  chert  ridges 
to  the  ‘‘Big  S[)ring”  is  some  260  feet.  (State 
Geological  Report).  Building  stone  of  excellent 
(piality  exists  in  unlimited  quautitv’  in  Indejienil- 
ence  County,  and  in  the  cavernous  limestone  re- 
gions, hundreds  of  caves,  from  small  to  great 
dimensions,  are  numerous. 

White  River,  the  largest  stream  in  the  count}  . 
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i passes  through  it  in  a direction  a little  south  of 
I east,  leaving  the  larger  portion  of  the  area  to  the 

j north.  The  creeks  that  flow  into  this  river  from 

i the  south  are  Wolf  Bayou,  which  forms  a portion 
of  the  western  boundary  of  the  county.  Green- 
briar,  Salido  and  Goodie;  and  those  flowing 
into  it  from  the  north  are  Latferty,  Spring 
Creek,  Polk  Bayou  and  Big  Creek.  South  Big, 
Elbow,  Fourteen  Mile,  Ten  Mile  and  Departee  ' 
Creeks  drain  the  extreme  southern  part,  flowing 
southward.  Cura  and  Dota  Creeks,  in  the  north-  ; 
eastern  portion  of  the  county,  flow  into  Black 
River,  where  the  latter  forms  a portion  of  the  east- 
ern boundary  line.  With  the  streams  here  named, 
and  their  various  tributaries,  the  locality  is  well  , 
drained.  Many  springs  abound,  the  most  noted  of 
which  is  Big  Spring,  about  six  miles  northwest  of  ' 
Batesville.  Here  a volume  of  the  clearest  water 
rises  from  a cavernous  passage  at  the  foot  of  an  | 
amphitheatre  of  hills  of  cherty,  siliceous  lime- 
stone, sufficient  in  quantity  to  turn  a small  grist-  . 
mill,  which  stands  a short  distance  below.  This 
spring  is  quite  a noted  locality  in  Independence 
County.  Good  well  water  can  be  obtained  at  vari-  ^ 
ous  places  at  a moderate  depth,  while  cisterns  are 
generally  in  use.  Fi'om  the  several  sources  named 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  obtained  for  all 
purposes.  White  and  Black  Rivers  are  both  nav- 
igable to  points  above  this  vicinity.  The  former 
may  be  traversed  by  the  large  steamers  that  ply  the 
lower  waters,  as  far  up  as  Batesville,  and  by  small 
vessels,  to  Leadville  in  Missouri.  The  latter  is 
navigable  for  boats  of  medium  size  as  far  as  Poca- 
hontas, in  Randolph  County,  and  for  smaller  ves- 
sels to  points  at  a greater  distance  above. 

Independence  is  in  the  mineral  belt  of  this  jiart 
of  the  State.  The  ores  found  are  oxides  of  iron 
and  manganese,  galena  and  occasionally  copper 
pyrites.  The  richest  beds  of  manganese  are  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lafferty  Creek  and  the  town  of 
Cushman,  to  which  latter  place  the  railroad  has 
been  extended  from  Batesville.  on  account  of  the 
rich  mineral  deposits  thereabouts.  Lead  has  been 
mined  to  some  extent  on  Cura  Creek,  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  county.  Throughout  this 
mineral  belt  manganese  ore  is  found  in  difl’erent  de- 


grees  of  purity,  from  that  which  is  worthless,  up 
to  the  best,  which  is  very  rich  and  remarkably  free 
from  phosphorus  and  silica.  It  is  usually  detected 
between  a top  covering  of  burnt  flint  and  limestone 
at  various  depths  beneath.  The  principal  mines 
now  worked  are  the  Southern  Mine  and  the  Turner 
Mines,  both  in  Stubbs  Township.  The  Keystone 
Iron  & Manganese  Companv,  of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
one  of  u iJliam  Carnegie  s companies,  own  the  for- 
mer and  control  the  latter.  They  have  a very  exten- 
sive plant  of  machinery  at  the  Southern  Mine,  and 
generally  keep  about  fifty  men  employed.  The  ore 
from  this  and  the  Turner  Mines  is  of  the  finest  de 
scription.  Considerable  work  is  being  done  in  other 
mines  in  the  way  of  developing  them. 

There  are  millions  of  tons  of  the  better  class 
of  ore  in  this  belt  awaiting  only  the  investment  of 
the  intelligent  capitalist  to  reap  a rich  reward  for 
his  investment:  but  capital  is  necessary.* 

The  timber  growth  of  Oil  Trough  Bottom  is 
pin  oak,  red  oak,  water  oak,  elm,  pecan,  black  w'al- 
nut,  sweet  gum.  hackberry  and  buckeye,  with  an  un- 
dergrowth of  large  pawpaw-,  grape  vines,  spice- 
wood,  etc.  The  bottom  lands,  though  of  limited 
extent,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  county  sup- 
port a growth  of  black  walnut,  Spanish  oak,  ash, 
and  over-cup  oak,  with  an  undergrowth  of  spice 
and  large  grape-vines.  A similar  growth  of  tim- 
ber is  found  in  the  valleys  throughout  the  county. 
Much  of  the  upland  is  covered  with  black  and 
white  oak.  hickory  and  dogw-ooil,  and  the  princi- 
pal growth  on  the  cherty  limestone  land  consists  of 
black-jack,  sassafras  and  persimtuon. 

A large  proportion  of  the  more  broken  lands 
still  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are  subject 
to  homestead  entry.  The  State  also  owns  consid- 
erable, which  can  be  procured  very  cheap.  The  St. 
Louis.  Iron  Mountain  A Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany have  a large  amount  of  land  within  the  coun- 
ty, and  the  balance  belongs  to  individuals.  The 
soil  of  the  Oil  Trough  Bottom  is  unsurpassed  in  fer- 
tility. It  is  dark  colored  and  of  a clayey  consis 
tency,  having  a depth  of  from  five  to  six  feet.  It 
yields  from  a bale  to  a bale  and  a half  of  cotton, 
fifty  to  one  hundreil  bushels  of  corn,  and  from 

*Froin  the  Batesville  (.luard  uf  OeU'ber 'J(l.  1S>^. 
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twenty  to  forty  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre.  The 
soil  of  the  other  bottom  lands  are  generally  com- 
posed of  alluvial  deposits,  and  are  very  rich  and 
productive,  while  that  of  the  uplands  is,  as  a rule, 
light  and  sandy.  Much  of  the  upland  will  not  pro- 
duce more  than  from  five  to  ten  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  from  ten  to  twenty  bushels  of  corn,  and  from 
one- half  to  three- fourths  of  a bale  of  cotton  per 
acre.  All  kinds  of  fruit  trees  flourish  and  do 
well  when  cultivated,  even  where  scarcely  any 
thing  else  can  be  grown.  A State  Geological 
Report  published  before  the  late  Civil  War,  speaks 
of  the  soil  in  general  as  follows:  “A  considerable 
diversity  of  soil  is  to  be  found  in  Independence 
County,  corresponding  to  changes  in  the  underlying 
geological  formations.  Though  the  surface  is 
considerably  broken,  still  there  are  extensive  areas 
of  table  land  underlaid  by  cherty  subcarbonifer- 
ous  limestones.  These  soils  are  rich,  and  beincr 
based  on  red  clay,  are  retentive  and  durable;  they 
are  similar  in  composition  to  the  land  in  the  bar- 
rens of  Kentucky.  There  are,  also,  extensive 
tracts  of  bottom  land,  bordering  on  the  numerous 
small  streams  w’hich  water  this  county,  that  are 
well  adapted  for  cultivation." 

Much  of  the  timber  of  the  county  has  been 
cut  into  logs  and  rafted  down  ^Yhite  River  to  dis- 
tant market  points,  while  some  has  been  sawed  into 
lumber  and  shipped  away  by  rail:  an  abundant 
supply,  however,  remains  for  domestic  purposes, 
and  wood  for  fuel  seems  almost  inexhaustible. 
Thus  far  the  county’s  chief  sources  of  income  have 
been  the  growing  of  cotton  and  corn  and  the  rais- 
ing of  live  stock.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
ere  long  the  mineral  products  will  become  equally 
profitable.  When  thousands  of  men  are  employed 
to  dig  the  ores  from  the  earth,  and  other  thousands 
are  engaged  in  manufacturing  the  products  at  or 
near  home,  and  home  markets  are  established  for 
the  surplus  farm  yield,  greater  prosperity  must 
reign ! 

In  1880  the  United  States  census  showed  that 
Independence  had  ‘2,40.")  farms  and  84, 706  acres  of 
improved  land.  From  these  the  vegetable  pro- 
ductions for  the  year  1879  were  as  follows:  Indian 
corn,  091, 188  bushels;  oats,  01,2(19  bushels;  wheat. 


57,104  bushels;  hay,  396  tons;  cotton,  11,150 
bales;  Irish  potatoes,  11,251  bushels;  sweet  pota- 
toes, 10,583  bushels;  tobacco,  21,720  pounds.  In 
the  production  of  tobacco,  the  county  then  ranked 
seventh  in  the  State.  It  will  be  interesting  to  com- 
pare with  these  figures  the  productions  of  the  pres-  i 
ent  year  (1889),  when  the  census  of  1890  shall  be 
published.  The  number  of  head  of  live  stock  here 
in  1880,  was;  Horses,  3,742;  mules  and  asses, 
2,297;  neat  cattle,  15,553;  .sheep,  11,351;  hogs, 
32,911.  The  live  stock  as  shown  by  the  abstract 
of  taxable  property  for  the  year  1888  was:  Horses, 
4,199;  mules  and  asses,  2, 707;  neat  cattle,  20, 570; 
sheep,  5,642;  hogs,  26,675.  By  comparison  it 
will  be  seen  that  since  1880  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  horses,  mules  and  asses,  and  neat 
cattle,  but  a decrease  of  nearly  50  per  cent  in  the 
number  of  sheep  and  a large  apparent  decrease  in 
the  number  of  hogs.  In  1880,  and  for  years  prior 
thereto,  the  Ai’kansas  Woolen  Mills,  located  on 
Sullivan  Creek,  some  seven  miles  north  of  Bates- 
ville,  were  in  operation,  manufacturing  all  kinds 
of  woolen  goods.  These  mills  furnished  a home 
market  for  wool,  in  consequence  of  which  the  rais- 
ing of  sheep  in  the  couuty  bad  become  a leading 
industry.  On  the  9th  of  May,  1882,  these  valuable 
mills  wmre  washed  away  and  destroyed  in  a tiood. 
Thus  the  home  market  for  wool  was  to  some  ex- 
tent overthrown.  This,  together  with  the  reduced 
price  of  wool  in  general,  probably  accounts  for  the 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  sheep.  There  was  no 
real  decrease  in  the  number  of  hogs  raised,  though 
the  figures  might  indicate  such  to  be  the  case. 

In  1880  the  county  real  estate  was  assessed  for 
taxation  at  $1,465,271,  and  the  personal  property 
at  $865,869,  making  a total  of  $2,331,140,  the 
taxes  upon  which  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to 
$34,719.  In  1888  real  estate  was  assessed  for  tax- 
ation at  $2,464,413,  and  the  personal  property  at 
$1,759,488,  making  a total  of  $4,223,901;  the  total 
amount  of  taxes  charged  thereon  was  $55,445.90. 
These  figures  show  that  since  1880  the  taxable 
wealth  of  the  county  has  almost  doubled. 

The  ])opulation  of  Indepeudenct'  County  at  the 
end  of  each  census  decade  since  its  organization 
has  been  as  follows:  1830,  2,031;  1840,  3,t)60: 
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1850,  7,767;  1860,  14.307;  1870,  14,566;  1880,  | 
18,086.  The  colored  population  in  1860  was 
1,337;  in  1870,  908,  and  in  1880,  1,382. 

The  Batesville  branch  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron 
Mountain  & Southern  Railroad  was  completed  to 
Batesville  in  1882  and  extended  on  to  Cushman 
in  1886.  It  leaves  the  main  line  at  a point  near 
Newport.  This  is  the  only  railway  outlet  with 
which  this  locality  is  favored. 

The  Methodists  were  the  pioneer  religious 
workers  in  Independence  County,  the  Baptists 
coming  next.  Of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  there  are  now  Batesville  station.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Brown,  pastor — membership  220;  Sulphur  Ruck 
circuit,  embracing  five  appointments.  Rev.  D.  W. 
Reid,  pastor,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  590; 
Bethesda  circuit,  having  about  five  appointments. 
Rev.  A.  P.  Saffold,  pastor,  with  an  aggregate  mem- 
bership of  510;  and  Jamestown  circuit,  including 
seven  appointments,  Rev.  T.  A.  Craig,  pastor,  with 
an  aggregate  membership  of  460.  Some  of  the 
circuits  perhaps  embrace  a few  appointments  be- 
yond the  county  limits.  All  these  organizations 
belong  to  the  Batesville  district  of  the  IVhite  River 
conference,  of  which  Rev.  H.  T.  Gregory,  of  Bates- 
ville, is  the  presiding  elder. 

There  are  within  the  county  the  following  Bap- 
tist Church  organizations,  pastors  and  member- 
ships: Batesville,  Elder  A.  J.  Barton,  90;  Bell- 

view,  Mt.  Olivet,  Maple  Spring  and  Union  Grove, 
James  Purcelley,  respective  memberships  60,  76, 
87  and  55;  Center  Grove,  R.  B.  Belomy,  172;  Eu- 
topia,  M.  M.  Burge,  41;  Martin’s  Chapel,  G.  W. 
James,  23;  New  Prospect,  25;  Olive  Branch,  O. 
M.  Wood,  46;  Providence,  J.  D.  Faulkner,  21; 
Pleasant  Plains,  C.  W.  Betts,  44;  Rehobeth,  J.  W. 
Goodwin,  95;  Sulphur  Rock,  J.  W.  Bell,  7;  and 
Cave  Spring,  J.  L.  McCord,  83.  All  of  these  be- 
long to  the  Independence  Association  of  Mission- 
ary Baptists. 

St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  at  Batesville,  with 
a membership  of  about  90,  is  the  only  organiza- 
tion of  that  denomination  within  the  county. 

The  Batesville  Presbyterian,  is  the  only  ‘‘Old 
School”  church  organization  within  the  county. 
A.  R.  Kennedy,  D.  D.,  is  the  pastor,  and  the 


membership  is  128.  The  Cumberland  Presbyter- 
ians have  the  following  organizations  and  pastors: 
Jamestown,  Philip  Jeffrey;  New  Hope,  James 
Bone;  Sulphur  Rock  and  Mount  Zion,  Henry  Gib- 
son. These  will  average  about  forty  members 
each.  In  addition  is  a mission  at  Batesville,  with 
Rev.  A.  N.  Nunn  as  pastor. 

Other  denominations  of  less  numerical  strength 
within  the  county,  having  few  organizations,  are 
the  Christian,  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  perhaps 
some  others.  The  colored  people  have  two  Method- 
ist and  one  Baptist  Church  organizations  in  Bates- 
ville. Sunday-schools  are  generally  taught  in  con- 
nection with  the  stronger  churches.  Upon  the 
whole  the  community  is  well  supplied  with  church- 
es and  schools. 

Batesville,  the  county  seat,  is  situated  on  the 
north  side  of  White  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Polk 
Bayou.  In  1812,  one  John  Reed,  from  ^Missouri, 
cut  down  the  first  tree  on  the  site  where  it  now 
stands,  and  erected  a small  store  house,  and  with 
a supply  of  notions  and  whisky  traded  with  the 
Indians,  trappers  and  hunters.  His  example  was 
followed  during  the  next  five  years  by  C.  Kelly. 
Robert  Bean,  Boswell.  Ringgold  and  Redmond. 
The  town  was  named  after  Judge  James  oodson 
Bates,  the  first  delegate  to  Congress  from  Arkan- 
sas Territory.  The  principal  trade  of  the  place 
during  its  early  existence  was  that  of  supplying 
the  settlers  with  groceries  and  provisions,  for 
which  hides  and  furs  from  the  then  numerous  wild 
animals  were  taken  in  exchange.  At  that  period 
the  only  means  of  intercourse  with  the  older  States 
was  by  keel-boats,  and  the  trade  was  principally 
with  New  Orleans.  But  as  time  passed  on  and  the 
country  improved,  Batesville  became,  as  it  now  is. 
a beautiful  and  substantial  city'  of  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  3,000  inhabitants.  It  is  attractively  located 
on  a plane  inclining  from  the  north  toward  1\  hite 
River,  and  on  both  sides  of  Polk  Baymu — the  busi- 
ness portion  being  mostly  east  of  the  latter  stream. 

The  business  part  of  the  town  begins  at  Chest- 
nut Street  and  extends  up  Main  Street  'on  both 
sides  for  about  five  blocks.  In  this  vicinity,  ex- 
tending out  also  on  the  cross  streets,  are  nineteen 
substantial  buildings  of  sandstone,  this  stone  hav- 
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iug  been  procured  near  by.  These  nineteen  build-  ' 
ings  embrace  the  Arlington  Hotel,  the  cotton  ware- 
house and  twenty  stores.  There  are  seven  brick 
buildings  (all  two  stories  except  one),  containing 
fourteen  stores.  Two  buildings  are  covered  with 
corrugated  iron,  and  many  others  are  made  of 
I wood.  Many  fine  brick,  stone  and  frame  resi- 
dences are  also  found.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  the  Baptists  have  each  a large  | 
and  commodious  stone  church  edifice;  the  Presby- 
terians have  a fine  brick,  and  the  Episcopalians  a ‘ 
neat  frame  building.  The  colored  people  have  | 
j three  church  houses.  The  public  school-house  is  ; 
a large  two-story  brick,  with  a one-story  stone  . 
building  attached.  The  Arkansas  College,  a sub-  ’ 
stantial  brick  structure  of  two  stories,  occupies  a j 
commanding  position  in  the  eastern  part  of  town.  ! 
Thei’e  a7'e  also  numerous  other  fine  buildings  and  ; 
manufacturing  establishments  here,  indicating  ■ 
thrift  and  energy  above  most  places. 

Batesville  contains  two  banks,  fourteen  general 
stores,  eleven  groceries,  two  book  and  notion  stores, 
three  hardware  stores,  three  drug  stores,  one  dry 
goods  and  clothing  store,  two  millinery,  one  fur- 
niture and  two  jewelry  stores,  two  auction  houses, 
one  music  and  sewing  machine  store,  a merchant 
tailor,  two  harness  stores,  three  meat  markets  and 
a bakery;  also  a full  complement  of  mechanics  and 
their  shops;  the  town  is  also  supplied  with  two 
public  halls,  two  large  and  commodious  hotels — 
the  Arlington  and  the  McDowell  House — and  sev-  ' 
eral  smaller  ones,  a number  of  restaurants,  two 
livery  stables,  a telephone  exchange,  connecting 
the  town  with  Jamestown,  Melbourne,  Barren 
Fork,  Cushman,  Sulphur  Rock,  the  Oil  Trough 
district  and  Newport,  a Pacific  Express  office,  the 
Batesville  Iron  Works,  a steam  planing- mill  and 
sash  and  door  factoiy,  two  steam  saw- mills,  two 
flouring-mills,  a wool  cardincr-mill.  a cotton-gin,  a 
large  canning  and  evaporating  factory,  a neat  rail- 
road depot,  a well  arranged  post  office,  an  abstract 
office,  etc.  The  professions  are  also  supplied. 
The  various  prominent  secret  societies  are  w'ell 
represented. 

The  trade  of  the  place  is  extensive.  Several  of 
the  leading  stores  do  a large  wholesale  business,  | 


supplying  the  country  merchants  and  merchants 
of  many  smaller  towns  with  goods. 

During  the  cotton  season  of  1887-88  over  : 

. . I 

20,000  h'ales  of  cotton  were  shipped  from  this  ' 

point,  12,000  of  which  belonged  to  the  trade  proper  ! 
of  Batesville,  and  the  number  of  car  loads  of 
other  commodities  shipped  away  were  as  follows: 
Cedar,  824;  railroad  ties,  89;  manganese  ore, 
152;  zinc  ore,  2;  stone  (dressed),  127;  lime, 

16;  general  merchandise,  171;  cotton,  1,013;  cot  I 
ton  seed,  32;  total,  2,426.  About  a mile  from 
the  court-house  is  the  fair  ground  of  the  Inde- 
pendence County  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  ^ 
Fair  Association,  being  an  enclosure  of  twenty  i 
acres,  containing  a good  race  track,  a grand  stand 
and  an  agricultural  hall.  Very  near  the  fair 
ground  is  Oaklawn  Cemetery,  owned  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Batesville.  The  town  is  incorporated, 
and  has  a full  set  of  corporate  officers  and  five 
aldermen.  The  present  mayor  is  the  Hon.  J.  C. 
Y”ancy.  As  a prosperous,  growing  and  beautiful 
little  city,  and  one  whose  cleanliness  is  proverbial, 
Batesville  certainly  compares  most  favorably  with 
any  in  Northeast  Arkansas.  | 

This  is  a terminal  point  in  the  navigation  of 
White  River.  It  is  the  head  of  navigation  for  the  • 
large  steamers  that  ply  the  lower  waters,  and  the 
foot  for  the  smaller  \ip-river  crafts.  A powerful 
steam  elevator  belonging  to  the  railroad  company 
transfers  the  freight  between  the  railway  and  the 
boats.  * ' 

The  place  also  contains  two  weekly  news- 
papers, the  Batesville  Guard,  a Democratic  paper 
of  general  news,  now  in  its  thirteenth  volume, 
edited  and  published  by  ^I.  Y.  Todisman,  and  the 
Wheel,  in  its  third  volume,  edited  and  published 
by  IMessrs.  Martin  and  Bradley,  deaf-mutes.  The 
latter  advocates  the  cause  of  the  order  known  as 
the  ‘ ‘ Wheel.  ’ ’ an  organization  professedly'  opposed 
to  tyranny  and  monopoly.  Both  of  these  papers 
are  ably  conducted,  and  have  proven  a prominent 
factor  in  the  infiuence  exerted  toward  the  advance- 
ment of  the  community'. 

Cushman,  situated  at  the  present  terminus  of 

* For  the  history  of  Batesville  ackiiowletl.itnieius 
are  made  to  the  Batesville  Guard. 
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the  railroad,  nine  miles  northwest  of  Batesville, 
contains  three  general  stores,  three  groceries,  a | 
blacksmith  and  wood  shop,  a postoffice,  several 
dwellings,  etc.  Though  only  three  years  old,  its 
growth  has  been  steady. 

Jamestowm,  on  the  Batesville  and  Clinton  road, 
seven  miles  south  of  Batesville,  contains  four  gen- 
eral stores,  a postoffice,  a blacksmith  and  wood 
shop,  three  school-houses,  a public  school  building,  ' 
a grist-mill  and  cotton-gin,  and  about  200  inhabi- 
tants. 

Newark  is  on  the  railroad,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county,  and  has  a depot,  post-office,  four  gen- 
eral stores,  a drug  store,  two  saloons,  a still  house, 
a saw  and  grist-mill  and  cotton-gin,  a church  edi- 
fice, a school  house,  and  about  300  people. 

Pleasant  Plains,  on  the  Batesville  and  Little 
Rock  road,  about  twenty  miles  south  of  the  former 
place,  is  comprised  of  three  general  stores,  a 
blacksmith  and  wood  shop,  postoffice,  academy,  a 
church  house,  and  about  200  inhabitants. 

Sulphur  Rock,  on  the  railroad,  eight  miles  east 
of  Batesville,  is  a substantial  old  village,  contain- 
ing a postoffice,  eight  general  stores,  three  drug 
stores,  two  groceries,  pottery  works,  several  me- 
chanics’ shops,  a hotel,  livery  stable,  two  churches, 
two  school-houses — academy  and  free  school, 
lodges  of  several  secret  societies,  and  a complement 
of  professional  men.  The  town  is  incorporated 
and  does  a large  amount  of  business.  Its  popula- 
tion is  about  500. 

The  educational  facilities  of  Independence 
County  are  best  shown  by  the  following  statistics, 
from  the  report  of  the  State  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
18S8:  Scholastic  population,  white,  males,  3,599; 
females,  3,208;  total,  0,807;  colored,  males,  289; 
females,  270;  total,  564;  total  white  and  colored, 
7,432.  Number  of  pupils  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  white,  3,082;  colored,  337;  total, -i, 019; 
number  of  school  districts,  81;  number  of  teachers 
employed,  males,  70;  females,  12,  or  a total  of  88. 
Average  monthly  salaries  paid  teachers  of  first 
grade,  males,  $45.00;  females,  $40.00;  in  second 
grade,  males,  .$37.50;  females,  $30.00;  third 
grade,  males,  $32.50,  females,  $25.  <H).  There  was 


expended  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools 
during  the  year,  $21 , 202. 15  for  teachers'  salaries; 
$521.84  for  treasurer’s  commissions,  and$l,504.S9 
for  other  purposes;  total  $23,228.88.  The  num- 
ber of  districts  voting  tax  wuis  32.  According  to 
these  official  statistics,  about  72  per  cent  of  the 
white  and  about  60  per  cent  of  the  colored 
scholastic  population  were  taught  in  the  public 
schools  during  the  year.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  the  statistics  do  not  give  the  whole  number 
of  pupils  who  received  instruction  in  the  schools. 
The  free  school  system  is  gaining  popular  favor 
and  becoming  more  and  more  efficient. 

The  Arkansas  College,  located  at  Batesville, 
is  a noted  institution  of  learning,  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  Presbyterian  denomination.  It 
was  founded  in  1872,  and  has  long  ’ueen  an 
established  success.  Then,  as  now.  Rev.  I.  J. 
Long  was  president  of  the  faculty.  There  are 
four  courses  of  study:  Primary,  common  school, 

bachelor  of  science,  and  the  classical,  mathematical 
and  scientific.  The  college  buildings  consist  of 
a large  two- story  brick  and  a large  one-story  stone 
house.  They  are  pleasantly  located  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city.  The  school  is  well  patronized 
both  at  home  and  from  abroad. 

There  has  always  been  in  Indei^endence  County 
a strong  sentiment  of  loyalty  to  the  general  gov- 
ernment. Out  of  about  1,800  votes  cast  in  the 
county  for  delegates  to  the  State  convention  before 
the  first  guns  were  fired  in  the  Civil  War,  only 
about  300  were  given  to  the  candidates  favoring 
secession.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  “dogs  of 
war”  w’ere  let  loose,  the  loyal  sentiment  was  sup- 
pres.sed  and  the  secession  element  became  predomi- 
nant. Many  Union  men  refugeed  to  the  North, 
and  many  others  w'ere  pressed  into  the  Confederate 
service.  Companies  for  the  Confederate  army 
began  to  be  organized  in  the  spring  of  1S<)1.  and 
before  the  struggle  was  over  the  county  had  fur 
nished  about  fifteen  companies  for  that  army. 
These  were  commanded  respectively  bj-  Capts.  . 
E.  Gibbs,  -John  H.  Dye,  George  W.  Rutherford. 
J.  W.  Cull  ins,  S.  C.  Jones,  S.  Carson,  J.  S.  Tracy, 
W.  8.  Smalley,  T.  J.  Morgan,  N.  Floytl,  E.  Bride- 
w’ell,  S.  J.  McGuffin,  James  McCauley  and  others. 
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The  most  of  these  companies  served  in  the  Seventh 
and  Eighth  Arkansas  Confederate  regiments.  On 
the  3rd  of  May.  1802,  Gen.  Curtis,  of  the  Federal 
army,  arrived  at  and  established  his  headquarters 
at  Batesville,  and  sent  portions  of  his  army  to 
occupy  other  points  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
Immediately  afterward  a battalion  of  six  com- 
panies, commanded  respectively  by  Capts.  Turney, 
H.  V.  Gray,  Davis  and  others,  was  organized  at 
Batesville  under  the  charge  of  Col.  Elisha  Baxter, 
for  the  Federal  army.  After  marching  this  bat- 
talion to  Helena,  Col.  Baxter,  who  declined  fur- 
ther to  command  it,  turned  it  over  to  Lieut.  -Col. 
Bundy,  of  Chicago,  who  assumed  command.  This 
battalion  was  raised  principally  in  Independence 
County.  In  the  fall  of  1803,  Col.  Baxter  recruited 
and  organized  another  battalion  of  six  companies 
at  Batesville,  known  as  the  Fourth  Arkansas 
Mounted  Infantry,  or  ‘ ‘ Steele  Guards,  ’ ’ the  latter 
name  being  in  honor  of  Gen.  Steele.  The  nucleus 
of  this  battalion  was  the  company  of  Capt.  Will- 
iam P.  Berry.  This  command  was  also  raised 
mostly  in  Independence  County.  It  served  about 
a year  for  the  Union  cause,  and  was  disbanded 
without  having  been  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service.  A number  of  loyal  men  joined  Col. 
Phelps’  Missouri  and  other  Federal  regiments. 
By  the  best  authority  it  is  estimated  that  from  first 
to  last  about  1,000  men  of  the  county  served  in 
the  Union  army. 

Gen.  Curtis  remained  with  his  army  at  Bates- 
ville until  nearly  July  1,  1862.  This  place  was  re- 
occupied about  the  1st  of  January,  1864,  by  a 
Federal  force  under  Col.  Livingston,  who  held  it 
for  several  months,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  for  some  time  after,  it  was  garrisoned  by 
Federal  troops.  In  January  or  February,  1864, 
while  Col.  Livingston  commanded  the  post  of 
Batesville,  he  sent  a forage  train  into  the  country 
under  an  escort  of  about  180  soldiers.  This  force 
was  attacked,  a few  miles  out,  by  a Confederate 
force  under  Capt.  George  Rutherford.  The  escort 
was  defeated,  with  some  loss  in  killed  and  wounded, 
the  forage  train  was  captured  and  some  forty-odd 
wagons  were  burned,  and  the  mules  taken  away  by 
the  Confederates.  This  was  known  as  the  “ Wan<rh 


Ficrht,  ” and  was  the  onlv  en^acrement  in  the  coun- 
ty  between  the  contending  parties  worthy  of  men- 
tion. The  county  was  over  run  by  both  armies,  the 
results  of  which  were  somewhat  felt  by  private  cit- 
izens. 

Independence  County  is  undoubtedly  in  the 
center  of  a community  rich  in  everything  that 
tends  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of 
man.  Liberally  supplied  by  nature  with  unsur- 
passed advantages  of  soil,  climate  and  location,  it 
needs  no  argument  to  convince  the  most  skeptical 
of  its  desirability  as  a place  of  residence.  Time 
will  demonstrate  the  wonderful  resources  here 
awaiting  development. 


William  R.  Albright  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina on  the  16th  of  November,  1849,  and  is  a son  of 
Alvis  and  Mary  (Stockard)  Albright,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  North  Carolina,  also,  and  were  there 
reared,  educated  and  married.  Five  sons  and  hve 
daughters  blessed  their  union:  Samuel,  George 

A.,  Alson  G.,  Peggie,  Nancy  A.,  Julia  E.,  William 
R.,  Franklin  P.,  Mary  Jane  and  Harriet  E.  Alvis 
Albright  was  a Mason,  and  he  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presljyterian  Church,  in 
which  faith  he  died,  on  March  3,  1881.  His 
widow  still  survives  him,  and  finds  a pleasant  home 
among  her  children,  but  the  most  of  her  time  is 
spent  in  Izard  County,  with  one  of  her  children. 
William  R.  Albright  acquired  a good  practical 
education  in  Independence  County,  and  was  mar- 
ried on  the  22d  of  February,  ISTT.  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Meachara,  who  w'as  also  born,  ^larch  2,  Ihoo. 
in  this  State  and  county.  Their  family  numbers 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Alvis 
E.  and  William  F.  (twin  sons,  born  June  22, 
1880),  Oscar  A.  and  Cora  L.  iMr.  Albright  owns 
a farm  of  300  acres,  and  is  careful  and  painstaking 
in  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  is  very  thorough 
in  evervthing  connected  with  its  mauagememt. 
One  hundred  acres  he  devotes  to  the  raising  of  the 
different  cereals.  He  has  been  secretary  and  con 
ductor,  holding  also  other  offices  in  the  order  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. , of  which  organization  he  is  a 
member,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Albright  have  been 
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members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  for  some  time. 

William  Alien,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Cord, 
Ark.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  so  well  known  that 
an  introduction  to  the  public  seems  unnecessary. 
Mr.  Allen  is  a native  Tennesseran,  born  in  Wilson 
County,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1815,  and  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Sallie  (Johnson)  Allen,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  South  Carolina  and  North 
Carolina,  the  former  born  on  the  2d  of  August, 
1781,  and  died  in  June,  1807,  and  the  latter  born 
on  the  23d  of  June,  1780,  and  died  in  1851.  They 
were  married  in  Wilson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1805, 
and  in  1818  he,  with  his  family  and  nine  other 
families,  took  a keel-boat  and  sailed,  on  the  Cum- 
berland River,  for  the  Red  River  country.  On 
their  arrival  at  Chickasaw  Bluffs  (now  Memphis), 
they  were  informed  that  the  commissioners  were 
negotiating  for  the  Northwest  Territory:  and  as  the 
treaty  was  successfully  completed,  and  the  Terri- 
tory included  the  portion  of  country  they  were  then 
in,  they  settled  there,  two  miles  east  of  the  present 
site  of  the  town  of  Memphis.  They  remained  in 
the  western  part  of  Tennessee  for  six  years,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  hunting,  and  bought  a herd 
of  wild  cattle,  which  they  had  great  difficulty  in 
managfing.  Some  stories  connected  with  their  wild 
woods  experiences  were  very  exciting  and  interest- 
ing. Seeing  that  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  coun- 
try was  dispersing  the  game,  Mr.  Allen  removed 
with  his  family  to  Independence  County,  Ark., 
settled  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  which  was  then  a 
dense  and  pathless  canebrake,  abounding  in  wild 
animals,  and  after  remaining  there  a few  months, 
came  to  Bayou  Curie  Creek,  and  bought  a small 
farm,  where  he  passed  his  last  days.  He  was  an 
old-line  Whig,  and  was  under  Gen.  Jackson  in 
the  War  of  1812.  His  father  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier.  He  was  a great  lover  of  hunting,  and 
followed  this  pursuit  as  long  as  he  lived,  killing  a 
deer  only  a few  mouths  liefore  his  death.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife  at  the 
age  of  seventy-live,  both  members  of  the  society 
of  the  Latter  Day  Saints.  William  .A.llen  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  received  a limited  educa- 
tion in  the  common  .schools  of  Arkansas.  He  was 


I but  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  i 
with  his  parents  to  this  State,  and  was  well  schooled  j 
in  the  woodcraft  of  those  pioneer  days.  He  was 
reared  principally  on  bear  and  deer  meat.  He  as-  , 
i sisted  his  father  in  clearing  land,  and  in  other  farm- 
I work,  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  hired 
I to  a man  at  Batesville,  to  assist  a gang  of  men  in  } 
clearing  300  acres  of  the  heavy  bottom  land  opposite 
Memphis.  Here  he  worked  for  three  months  at  812 
I per  month  (his  first  earned  money),  and  then  re-  ; 
turned  to  his  home  in  xlrkansas.  He  then  engaged  ! 
in  farming,  raised  a crop,  and  hired  out  the  same  , 
year  to  William  Strong  for  $20  per  month.  Strong 
was  a Government  contractor,  and  young  Allen 
worked  on  the  Memphis  & Little  Rock  Railroad, 
knowm  then  as  the  St.  Louis  & Little  Rock  road. 

In  1837  Mr.  Allen  secured  employment  as  fire- 
I man  on  a steamboat,  and  later  assisted  in  the  build-  ■ 
ing  of  a house  in  Batesville.  During  the  winter 
of  1838  he  worked  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  gather- 
! ing  com,  and  in  1839  he  made  a crop  on  the  same  | 
farm:  On  the  26th  of  January,  1840,  he  wedded  ! 

■ Miss  Sarah  Speers,  a native  of  Lauderdale  Coun-  i 
ty,  Ala.,  and  the  same  year  made  a crop  in  Law- 
j rence  County.  Also,  the  same  year,  he  moved  to  In- 
dependence County,  and  on  the  23d  of  March,  1841. 
settled  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  AVhen 
he  first  came  there,  there  were  a small  log  cabin  on 
it,  and  800  rails  split.  He  at  once  began  clearing 
land,  and  erected  suitable  buildings,  erectino'  the 
house  in  which  he  now  lives  in  1843.  Durino-  that 

O 

year  and  the  two  following  he  van  rafts  of  cy{U'ess 
logs  to  New  Orleans,  and  on  his  return  from  that 
city,  in  1849,  he  bought  a land  warrant  for  $125 
from  a Mexican  soldier  (James  Bullard),  and  laid 
the  same  on  the  160  acres  of  land  where  he  lived, 
thus  securing  title  to  the  same.  Since  that  time 
he  has  added  to  his  farm,  until  he  has  now  48<) 
acres,  with  200  acres  cleared.  He  has  on  this 
farm  three  tenant  houses.  To  his  first  marriagH* 
were  born  seven  children,  only  one  now  living. 
William  T. , who  was  born  December  30,  18*53.  is 
married,  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of 
Independence  County.  Of  the  deceaseii.  all  of 
whom  were  daughters:  Two  died  in  infancy:  Mrs. 
Nancy  J.  Lawrence  was  born  on  tlie  10th  of  Febru 
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ary,  1841,  and  died  in  Septeiuhor,  1800;  Mrs.  Polly 
A.  Y'^oung,  was  born  October  20,  1840,  and  died  in 
September,  1800;  Mrs.  Julia  Young,  was  born  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1840,  and  died  on  the  0th  of 
March,  1881,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Lambert,  born 
March  23,  ISDI,  and  died  on  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1874.  The  mother  of  these  children,  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Speers)  Allen,  died  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  and  was  a woman  loved  and  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  her.  On  the  25th  of  December, 
1870,  Mr.  Allen  married  Mrs.  Abbie  Ann  (Me- 
Dougall)  Smart,  relict  of  William  P.  Smart,  a 
farmer  of  Tennessee.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Amanda  (May)  iMcDougall,  the  latter  still 
living  and  making  her  home  with  her  daughter 
(Mrs.  Allen).  She  is  now  eighty-seven  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  (Smart)  Allen  has  four  children:  Rufus, 
livins  in  Oregon;  Abbie  A.  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Parr,  farmer  of  Black  River  Township;  Amanda 
is  the  widow  of  Nelson  N.  Winkles,  and  Lutie  is 
the  wife  of  William  Winkles,  and  lives  in  Black 
River  Township.  Mr.  Allen  has  given  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life,  and  has  been 
successful.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics.  His 
first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  William  H. 
Harrison,  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harrison.  He 
gives  an  amusing  account  of  the  former  campaign, 
of  the  log- cabin,  cider  drinking,  cheering,  etc. 
During  the  late  war  he  remained  at  home,  never 
entering  the  service,  but  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
Union.  He  has  never  aspired  to  office,  though 
frequently  solicited  by  his  friends  to  do  so;  has 
never  submitted,  but  has  served  his  full  share  on 
the  grand  jury.  He  is  a member  of  Bayou  Dota 
Lodge  No.  120,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M.  Mrs.  Allen  is  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Sterling  W.  Allen.  The  name  of  Allen 
is  one  of  the  most  influential  in  Floral,  and  one 
of  the  most  respected  in  this  community.  Dr.  Al- 
len is  a native  of  Wilson  County,  Tenn. , bora  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1822,  and  received  his  education  in  pri- 
vate schools.  He  then  began  the  stxidy  of  medicine, 
graduated  from  Memphis  (Tenn.)  IMedical  College, 
in  1848,  and  began  practicing  the  same  year.  He 
married  Miss  Melissa  Carter,  of  South  Carolina, 


born  in  the  year  1825,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
were  three  living  children — Sarah  Jane,  IMary  W. 
and  Martha  L.  Dr.  Allen  was  in  the  late  war  as 
a surgeon  under  Gen.  McRhea.  and  partici{)ated 
in  the  battles  of  Ironton,  Pilot  Knob  and  West 
Port.  Aside  from  his  profession,  he  is  also  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  the  owner  of  1.2b0 
acres  of  land.  In  politics  his  principles  coincide 
with  those  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  Mrs. 
Allen  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  acquainted  with 
them.  The  Doctor  is  a genial,  generous  gentle- 
man, and  is  liberal  and  progressive  in  his  ideas. 
His  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Craig)  Allen,  were 
both  natives  of  South  Carolina,  but  later  in  life 
they  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  To  their  mar- 
riage were  born  twelve  children,  the  Doctor  beincr 
the  only  survivor.  The  grandparents  were  from 
the  Emerald  Isle. 

Dr.  John  Farrell  Allen,  a retired  physician  of 
great  prominence,  now  residing  in  Batesville,  was 
born  in  New  Madrid  County,  Mo..  March  29,  1S24. 
He  is  a son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Cecelia  (LeSieur) 
Allen,  his  father  a native  of  Alexandria,  Ya. , and 
his  mother  a native  of  Missouri.  The  maternal 
grandfather  was  a French  Canadian,  whose  ances- 
tors came  originally  from  France  to  Canada,  and 
from  there  he  moved  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  centurv,  residing 
in  that  State  until  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Salathiel.  was  a ^'i^giuian  by 
birth,  and  a sea  captain  who  was  lost  at  sea  from  his 
own  vessel,  together  with  a cousin,  John  Farrell,  for 
whom  our  subject  was  named.  Samuel  W.  .-VUen, 
the  father  of  Dr.  John  F..  died  in  18(>3,  followed  by 
the  mother  in  1868.  They  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Southeast  Missouri,  and  were  married 
in  1823,  having  but  one  child,  a son.  An  inci- 
dent worth  noting  is  that  for  four  generations  only 
one  sou  has  been  born  to  each  family.  Tlu*  Doctor 
was  reared  in  New  Madrid  County,  and  received 
bis  degree  of  A.  B.  in  Perry  County,  at  a Roman 
Catholic  college.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  spending  two  yeai" 
under  a private  instructor.  Dr.  John  Kirkwood. 
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He  then  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  i847.  From  there  he  came  to  Bates ville,  where 
he  remained  but  a short  time,  when  he  moved  to 
New  Orleans.  He  stopped  here  only  a few  months, 
however,  and  in  1848  returned  to  Batesville  and 
began  to  practice  his  profession,  making  this  place 
his  permanent  home.  The  Doctor’s  skill  soon  re- 
ceived a widespread  reputation,  as  he  was  earnest 
in  his  profession,  and  made  it  his  study  and  busi- 
ness. His  practice  was  at  one  time  probably  the 
largest  in  Northern  Arkansas,  but  within  the  last 
few  years  he  has  retired  from  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  has  accumulated  considerable  real 
estate,  and  owns  several  good  farms,  which  are 
cared  for  by  tenants.  The  Doctor  has  the  credit 
of  having  given  the  Arkansas  College,  located  at 
Batesville,  its  name,  and  is  a trustee  of  that  excel- 
lent institution  of  learning.  He  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  physicians  who  could  append  M.  D.  to  his 
name,  and  became  one  of  the  most  popular  in 
Independence  County,  and  the  number  of  his 
friends  are  many.  Dr.  Allen  was  married,  April 
25,  1849,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Agnew,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, a daughter  of  Dr.  James  Agnew,  of  Pitts- 
burg, who  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1800,  twenty-four  years  before  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born.  She  is  a sister  of 
Chief  Justice  Agnew,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Ag- 
new family  are  lineal  descendants  of  the  Howells, 
Mrs.  Allen’s  grandfather,  Richard  Howell,  being 
governor  of  New  Jersey  for  many  consecutive 
years,  and  she  is  also  a first  cousin  of  the  wife  of 
the  Confederate  leader,  Jeff.  Davis.  Mrs.  Davis  is 
a Howell.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  the  parents  of 
four  daucrhters  and  one  son,  only  two  of  whom  now 
survive  the  mother.  Those  yet  living  are  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Theodora  Maxfield),  Samuel  W.  and  Mary. 
The  latter  and  the  Doctor  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  takes  great  interest 
in  religrious  matters,  as  in  educational  affairs  also, 
at  Arkansas  College,  and  has  done  a great  deal  for 
the  advancement  of  school  interests  in  Independ- 
ence County.  He  has  been  identified  with  Bates- 
ville for  forty-three  years,  as  one  of  its  leading 
I spirits,  and  has  the  reputation  of  a skillful  physi- 
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cian,  and,  as  far  as  he  himself  is  concerned,  has 
never  been  upon  a bed  of  sickness,  though  now  in 
his  sixty-sixth  year.  Active  and  earnest  in  all  ho 
undertakes,  he  says,  jocularly,  he  could  never  find 
time  to  be  sick.  At  heart,  however,  he  attributes 
to  God  all  his  blessings,  good  health  being  one  of 
the  many. 

Andrew  Allen,  one  of  the  most  extensive  plant- 
ers and  land-owners  of  Independence  County, 
resides  in  Greenbriar  Township.  He  wms  born  at 
Arkansas  Post  January  4,  1827,  and  when  but  six 
weeks  old  w'as  taken  by  his  parents  to  Independ- 
ence County,  which  county  has  ever  since  been  his 
home.  Abraham  and  Sebella  Allen,  parents  of 
Andrew,  settled  six  miles  east  of  Batesville,  after- 
ward removing  to  a point  south  of  the  river,  where 
the  father  died,  May  22,  1873;  he  was  a farmer 
and  blacksmith,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  the  county.  Abra- 
ham Allen  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  C., 
where  he  was  reared  and  married;  he  afterward 
lived  some  time  in  Teimessee  before  his  removal 
to  Arkansas,  in  1827.  He  was  of  Irish-English 
descent,  served  in  one  of  the  Indian  wars,  and  was 
well  known  and  respected.  His  father,  Samuel 
Allen,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Independence 
County,  where  he  lived  a number  of  years,  but 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Texas.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Andrew 
Allen,  brother  of  Samuel,  and  he  was  also  an  early 
settler  of  Independence  County,  where  he  and  wife 
died,  leaving  several  sons  and  daughters.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  young, 
and  the  father  married  again.  Andrew  received 
a limited  common- school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  engaged  in  farming  for  him- 
self. In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  D.  Eighth 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  did  service  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  until  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
when  the  army  w’as  le-organized  at  Corinth,  Miss., 
and  he  was  discharged.  He  later  joined  Gen. 
Price’s  army,  and  was  with  him  on  the  raid  in 
Missouri  and  Arkansas.  In  1S07  Mr.  Allen  mar- 
I ried  Emily  P.,  daughter  of  Madison  C.  and  Mary 
E.  Snapp,  natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia  and 
East  Tennessee.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Snap]'  were  mar- 
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ried  in  Tennessee,  and  soon  after  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas, thence  to  Polk  County,  Mo. , where  Mrs.  Allen 
was  born.  Mrs.  Snapp  died  in  1S71,  and  Mr. 
Snapp,  in  Missouri,  in  February,  1889;  he  was 
a farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  have  one  son, 
Robert  Lee.  Mr.  Allen  has  resided  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  since  the  war.  He  owns  about  l,8O0 
acres  of  land,  1,500  of  which  are  hue  bottom  land; 
he  inherited  a large  amount  from  his  father,  but 
has  enlarged  his  property  Vjy  his  own  efforts,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising 
farmers  in  the  county.  He  devotes  some  attention 
to  good  cattle-breeding,  and  takes  great  interest  in 
stock  raising.  Mr.  Allen’s  residence  is  four  miles 
southeast  of  Batesville.  Politically,  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. 

William  A.  Allen,  an  extensive  and  highly-re- 
spected farmer  of  Batesville,  was  born  in  1842, 
within  eight  miles  of  that  place.  His  parents 
were  Abraham  and  Isabella  Allen,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who,  on  their  journey  to  the  West,  hrst  settled 
in  Tennessee,  and  then  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
They  moved  to  Independence  County  in  1827,  and 
located  within  six  miles  of  Batesville,  and  after- 
ward to  a point  south  of  the  river,  where  the  father 
died,  in  1873,  over  eighty  years  of  age.  He  left  a 
fortune  of  820,000,  and  considerable  landed  estate 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  that  period.  He  was 
upright  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  man- 
kind, and  his  name  was  one  that  commanded  re- 
spect in  every  grade  of  society.  William  A. 
Allen  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  the  latter  days  of  the 
war  between  the  North  and  South,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  of  Col.  Dobbins’  regiment, 
and  fought  for  the  Confederate  cause.  His  ca- 
reer through  the  war  was  short,  but  brilliant,  and 
though  not  on  the  victorious  side,  after  the  sur- 
render at  Jacksonport,  he  still  bore  the  honors  of 
a brave  soldier.  In  1800  he  was  married  to  ]\Iiss 
Nancy  A.,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Matilda  McClen- 
don, of  Mississippi.  Mrs.  McClendon,  the  mother, 
died  three  years  after  her  arrival  in  Independence 
County,  and  the  father  survived  her  for  four  years, 
leaving  four  sous  and  six  daughters  at  the  time  of 


his  death,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  Mr.  Allen 
and  his  wife  have  had  their  union  blessed  with  six 
children,  although  one  of  them  has  since  died. 
The  names  of  those  living  are  Abraham,  Andrew, 
George  William,  Ida  and  Emily.  The  family  re- 
sided on  the  old  farm  south  of  the  river  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1889,  and  then  moved  to  Batesville,  where 
Mr.  Allen  has  a tine  residence.  He  owns  three 
tracts  of  land  comprising  about  840  acres,  and  has 
some  300  acres  under  cultivation.  Part  of  his 
land,  he  inherited  from  his  father,  and  his  own 
good  judgment  and  natural  ability  have  added  the 
rest.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a strong 
upholder  of  the  principles  of  that  party,  and  is  a 
member  of  Neill  Lodge  No.  285,  A.  F.  A A.  M. , of 
Jamestown.  Mr.  Allen  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  being  a member  of  the  Batesville  Lodge.  He 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Independence 
County,  and  a man  whose  opinion  and  advice  are 
always  received  with  the  fullest  conlielence.  Mrs. 
Allen  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  is  well  known  for  her  generosity 
and  the  interest  she  takes  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  that  church. 

John  D.  Aydelott.  a successful  farmer  of  Oil 
Trough,  is  the  son  of  A.  P.  Aydelott  and  Martha 
J.  Aydelott,  who  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, John  D.  being  the  fourth  child.  Five  lived 
to  be  grown:  M.  J.,  J.  D.,  A.  W.,  S.  E.  and  A. 
P.  Aydelott.  Jr.,  who  is  also  a successful  farmer  in 
Oil  Trough.  A.  P.  Aydelott,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  coming  to 
Oil  Trough  in  1844,  bringing  the  first  stock  of 
goods  that  was  sold  in  Oil  Trough.  He  bought 
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240  acres  of  land  from  Joe  Egner,  and  cleared  200. 
and  farmed  and  made  stock  raising  a success.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  A.  P.  Aydelott 
was  opposed  to  the  States  secetling,  but  after  they 
did  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  Confederacy.  In  poli- 
tics before  the  war  he  was  a Whig,  but  afterward 
a Democrat.  A.  P.  Aydelott  came  to  Arkansas 
from  Tennessee  in  1830,  first  settling  in  Little 
Rock,  afterward  Elizabeth,  thence  to  Oil  Trough, 
where  he  and  his  wife  (whom  he  married  in  1814). 
IMartha  J.  Birdsong,  also  of  Tennessee,  lived  haj)- 
pily  together  until  death  claimed  the  fatlnu  and 
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husband,  October  16,  1880.  His  widow  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  followed  August  26,  1884. 
They  were  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on  the 
farm.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  tive  childi-en  living 
are  all  doing  well.  One  girl,  S.  E. , is  an  invalid, 
and  lives  with  the  youngest  brother. 

John  Bailey,  farmer,  Floral,  Independence 
County,  Ark.  Tennessee  has  given  to  Independ- 
ence County  many  prominent  citizens,  but  she  has 
contributed  none  more  universally  respected  or 
more  worthy  of  esteem  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Smith  County  on  the 
12th  of  September,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Wiatt 
\V.  Bailey  and  Dolly  (Tinsley)  Bailey,  both  natives 
of  Virginia,  the  father  born  in  Campbell  County, 
and  the  mother  in  Amherst  County.  They  moved 
to  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  in  1818,  and  here  the 
father  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1838,  which  office  he  held  for  sis  years. 
He  died  in  that  county  in  1864,  and  the  mother  in 
1871.  The  paternal  grandparents,  William  and  | 
Sarah  Bailey,  were  natives  of  Campbell  County, 
Va. , and  died  at  a good  old  age  in  Smith  County, 
Tenn.  John  Bailey  is  now  successfully  following 
the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  which 
has  been  his  life  work,  a calling  that  has  for  ages 
received  undivided  efforts  from  many  worthy  indi- 
viduals, and  one  that  always  fimnishes  sustenance 
to  the  ready  worker.  He  came  to  Izard  County, 
Ark.,  in  1853,  resided  there  three  years,  and  in 
I 1856  came  to  Independence  County,  where  he  was 
I elected  sheriff  in  I860.  This  position  he  held  two 
I years,  during  which  time  he  was  a resident  of 
I Batesville,  removing  to  his  present  home  in  1863. 
j He  is  the  owner  of  2,000  acres  of  land,  a part  in  ' 
Independence  County,  and  some  in  different  coun- 
I ties  of  the  State.  He  has  about  150  acres  of  this 
! land  under  cultivation,  with  most  of  it  in  cotton 
: and  corn.  Mr.  Bailey  was  married  to  Charlotte 

! B.  Nail,  of  Tennessee,  in  1844.  She  died  four 
years  later,  leaving  two  children,  Dorothea  Ann 
j and  Charlotte  Olive,  the  latter  dying  two  montlis 
I after  its  mother.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Bailey 
chose  Miss  Sarah  E.  Harper,  a native  of  Smith 
County,  Tenn.,  l)oru  December  I,  1834.  'i’othem 


were  born  ten  children;  William  H.,  Harriet  E., 
John  B.,  Edward  Everett,  James  Madison,  Archi- 
bald D.,  Thomas  Franklin,  Mary  Frances,  Emily 
J.  and  Martha  Ann.  Mr.  Bailey  served  during 
the  late  unpleasantness  between  the  North  and 
South,  from  July  17.  1864,  until  the  surrender. 
He  was  at  the  battles  of  Big  Creek,  Pilot  Knob, 
and  in  many  minor  engagements.  He  served  under 
Col.  Dobbins.  In  November,  1S<)4,  he-  returned 
to  his  duties  on  the  farm,  which  he  continued  until 
bis  election  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Independence 
County,  in  1874,  which  position  he-  held  for  one 
term.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  his  first  wife  also  beincr  a mem- 
ber.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodcre  at 

O 

Cedar  Grove,  also  an  Odd  Fellow  in  good  standing 
in  Batesville  Dodge.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  is  also  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  all  public 
enterprises.  He  is  at  present  school  director  of 
District  No.  40,  Independence  County. 

Peter  K.  Baker,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Dota. 
Ark.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  needs  no  intro- 
duction to  the  people  of  Independence  County. 
Ark.,  for  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  same,  and  one  whose  integrity  and 
honesty  of  purpose  are  unquestioned.  He  was  born 
in  Middle  Tennessee,  on  the  23d  of  February. 
1819,  and  is  the  tenth  of  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Nancy  (Carter)  Baker,  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina.  The  father  was  born 
about  1776,  and  could  remember  some  incidents  of 
the  Revolution.  He  was  a farmer,  and  followed 
this  calling  all  his  life.  He  was  married,  in  hi.- 
native  State,  to  Miss  Carter,  who  was  born  in  1TS9. 
and  afterward  they  moved  to  Tennessee  on  a 
pack-horse,  carrying  two  children.  This  was  in 
1807.  They  resided  there  about  sixteen  year?, 
and  then,  in  about  1823,  moved  to  West  Tennes- 
see, where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days,  the  father  dying  in  1842,  and  the  mother  in 
1844.  Both  were  Christiana,  the  father  a Tuember 
of  the  5Iethodist  Church,  and  the  mother  of  the 
Bapti.st.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  their 
marriage  only  two  are  now  living— James  G. . a 
successful  farmer,  married,  and  living  in  Calloway 
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County,  Ky.,  and  Peter  K.,  who  represents  this 
sketch.  The  latter  passed  his  youthful  days  in 
assisting  on  the  farm,  and  in  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Henry  County,  Tenn.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  began  learning  the  cabinet- 
maker’s trade,  and  spent  the  succeeding  live  years 
engacred  in  this  vocation.  After  this  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter  and  millwright  trades,  but  conducted 
his  farm  all  the  time.  In  November,  1856,  he 
sold  his  land  in  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  then  160 
acres,  with  thirty  acres  cleared,  and  with  some 
very  poor  buildings  on  it.  After  this  he  bought 
and  improved  land  until  he  had  530  acres.  Since 
that  time  he  has  settled  his  two  sons  on  farms  of 
his  own,  but  reserved  for  himself  240  acres,  as  the 
home  place.  He  has  cleared  over  200  acres  of 
land,  and  has  now  on  his  home  place  140  acres  in 
a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  Black  River  Township,  if  not  in  In- 
dependence County.  Good  buildings,  fences  and 
orchards  adorn  his  property,  and  beautiful  liow'ers 
make  his  home  very  attractive.  Mr.  Baker  has 
been  twice  married;  first,  in  November,  1842. 
while  in  West  Tennessee,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss 
Elizabeth  Browning,  a native  of  South  Carolina. 
Five  children  were  born  to  this  union;  Alonzo  S., 
born  July  10,  1843,  and  died  in  the  war,  in  1863; 
Melissa  L.  was  born  on  the  10th  of  March,  1844, 
and  died  on  the  14th  of  September,  1869;  Eras- 
mus F.  was  born  on  the  13th  of  December,  1846, 
is  married  and  lives  in  the  Lone  Star  State;  Will- 
iam L.  was  born  on  the  13th  of  December,  1849, 
and  died  on  the  10th  of  June,  1855;  Angus  C. 
was  born  on  the  26th  of  January,  1853,  is  mar- 
ried, and  lives  on  his  own  farm,  adjoining  his 
father’s  place;  he  is  a prosperous  farmer,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  profe.ssion  of  teaching.  Mrs. 
Baker  departed  this  life  in  September,  1878.  She 
was  a good  wife,  a fond  and  loving  mother,  and  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  November,  1879,  • Mr.  Baker  was 
again  married,  taking  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Nancy  L.  (Cleveland)  Parks,  widow  of  Ambrose 
Parks,  a farmer  of  Indiana.  No  children  were 
born  to  this  union.  Since  his  residence  in  Arkan- 


sas Mr.  Baker  has  been  principally  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil,  although  for  five  vears  after  the 
late  war  he  ran  a steam  gin  and  grist-mill  on  his 
farm.  In  1871  he  was  severely  injured  by  a fall 
from  a wagon,  and  this  prevented  him  from  doing 
much  w'ork.  After  this  he  sold  his  milling  interest, 
bought  a stock  of  goods,  and,  in  connection  with 
his  farm,  carried  on  merchandising  until  1877. 
He  was  also  appointed  postmaster.  At  the  above- 
mentioned  date  he  sold  his  store,  but  retained  the 
postoffice  until  1888.  Since  then  he  has  given  his 
attention  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1856  Mr.  Baker  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  transacted  the  business  incumbent  upon  that 
office  in  a creditable  and  satisfactory  manner  until 
1862,  when  military  authority  usurped  the  reins  of 
government,  thus  throwing  civil  officers  out.  In 
1874  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office,  and  served 
two  years.  In  1880  he  was  re-elected  for  two 
years.  Mr.  Baker  came  to  this  settlement  at  a 
time  when  there  were  very  few  people  in  Black 
River  Township,  only  100  voters  in  the  township, 
and  only  two  stores  in  Batesville.  but  recently 
started,  and  one  in  Sulphur  Rock.  .Jacksonport 
was  the  nearest  market  of  any  importance,  and 
wild  game  was  plentiful.  Abundance  of  good 
water  is  on  his  farm,  and  mineral  of  some  kind 
(likely  iron)  underlies  a part  of  the  timber  portion. 
During  the  late  war  Mr.  Baker  remained  at  home 
unharmed,  on  account  of  his  mechanical  skill  as  a 
millwright,  and  owing  to  his  peaceable  disposition; 
and  in  compliance  with  a petition  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  both  parties,  asking  that  he  might 
remain  4t  home.  When  the  State  considered  the 
question  of  secession  Mr.  Baker  voted  that  it 
remain  in  the  Union,  but,  being  defeated  in  this 
particular,  and  being  left  in  the  South,  lii.'i  sym- 
pathies were  with  the  Confederacy.  He  main- 
tained his  opinions,  slept  with  unlocked  doors  and 
answered  all  calls  from  both  armies  in  person. 
Notwithstanding,  the  devastating  hand  of  war 
grasped  all  his  personal  property,  and  he  was  left 
, at  the  terminus  of  the  war  as  though  just  .starting 
in  life.  He  holds  no  prejudice  against  either 
party,  but  votes  with  the  Democrats.  He  does 
' not  take  an  active  part  in  politics.  His  first  presi- 
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dential  vote  was  for  James  K.  Polk.  He  was 
never  a slave -owner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  are 
church  members,  he  a Methodist,  and  she  a Bap- 
tist, and  the  former  a trustee  of  his  church,  also 
having  filled  the  position  of  steward  in  the  same 
for  years.  He  is  a Koyal  Arch  Mason,  and  a 
member  of  Dota  Lodge. 

Francis  M.  Baker,  merchant,  Desha,  Inde- 
pendence County,  Ark.  Among  the  pi'osperous 
enterprises  in  Desha  is  that  of  Francis  M.  Baker, 
general  merchant,  of  that  beautiful  and  prosperous 
town.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Baker  [see 
sketch  elsewhere].  Francis  M.  Baker  passed  his 
youth  in  his  native  county,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  neighborhood  schools.  During  the 
late  conflict  he  was  in  several  prominent  battles,  : 
that  of  Perryville  and  Chickamauga,  and  in  the 
latter  serious  battle  was  severely  wounded.  He 
selected  for  his  life  companion  Miss  D.  A.  Steward,  : 
of  Independence  County,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  her  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  1871. 
They  have  an  interesting  family  of  nine  children,  ' 
Annie  C.,  Augusta,  John  B. , Jennie,  Marion,  ! 
Delia,  Ernest,  Lulu  and  George.  Mr.  Baker  is  j 
the  owner  of  ninety  acres  of  valuable  land,  but  his  I 
principal  occupation  is  merchandising.  He  is  a j 
Mason  in  good  standing,  being  a member  of 
Neill  Lodge,  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and 
has  been  a member  of  this  organization  for  twen- 
ty-three years.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has 
voted  that  ticket  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
He  also  takes  a great  interest  in  public  affairs. 

David  L.  Baker,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Jamestown,  Ark.  Still  a young  man,  INH.  Baker  j 
has. risen  to  a position  in  agricultural  affairs  in  this  - 
county  which  many  older  in  years  and  opportuni- 
I ties  might  envy.  He  is  a citizen  whom  Independ- 
j ence  County  is  proud  to  claim  as  one  of  her  sons, 
j having  been  born  here  November  fl,  1851.  He  is 
' of  good  old  Tennessee  stock,  the  son  of  John  and 
! Annie  (Beeler)  Baker,  both  of  whom  were  born 
I in  that  State.  The  parents  came  to  Arkansas  in 
! 1839,  were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers,  and  i 

are  still  residing  on  their  farm,  in  Independence 


County,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all.  There 
has  been  but  one  death,  and  that  bv  accident, 

I 

on  the  father’s  place  during  the  forty-nine  years  j 
he  has  lived  there.  David  L.  Baker  received  a 
thorough  education  in  the  private  schools  of  In- 
dependence County,  and  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
Independence  County,  on  the  22d  of  September,  j 
1874,  to  Mi.ss  Annie  J.  Pate.  Three  children  are  j 
the  fruits  of  this  union:  John  Henry,  Margie  Lee 
and  Eobert  Franklin.  Mr.  Baker  is  the  owner  of  ! 
203  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Independence  County,  j 
and  other  valuable  property.  He  is  a Mason,  be-  i 
longing  to  Neill  Lodge,  Jamestown,  and  also  a j 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  as  is  his  wife.  | 
In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Angus  C.  Baker,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  This 
gentleman,  one  of  the  progressive  young  farmers 
of  the  county,  was  originally  from  Henry  County,  | 
Tenn. , where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  26th  of 
January,  1853.  His  father,  Peter  K.  Baker,  is 
well  known  throughout  the  county  as  one  of  its 
representative  citizens.  [See  sketch  on  previous  I 
page.]  Brought  up  as  an  agriculturist  it  was  but  | 
natural  that  Angus  C.  Baker  should  permanently  j 
adopt  that  calling  as  his  life  occupation.  He  re- 
ceived a good  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  later 
attended  Washington  high  school,  near  Batesville,  I 
where  he  remained  until  1876,  and  then  entered 
Gardner’s  Academy,  in  Weakley  County.  Tenn., 
there  taking  a year’s  course.  Dining  the  winter  of 
1876-77  he  taught  his  first  school,  in  Bayou  Dota 
Academy,  and  since  that  time  has  taught  both 
select  and  public  schools  in  his  own  county.  He 
has  been  twice  married;  first,  September  15.  1878, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Best,  daughter  of  William  Best, 
a prominent  farmer  of  Black  River  Toimship. 
Four  children  were  born  to  this  luiion,  who  are 
named  as  follows:  Percy  K.,  born  September  15. 
1S79;  Orville  51.  L.  was  born  on  the  13th  of  No- 
vember, 1881;  Ernest  E.  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
October,  1884,  and  Roy  C.  was  born  on  the  19th 
of  November,  1888,  and  died  on  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1889.  Mrs.  Baker  died  on  the  24th  of  No- 
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vember,  1888.  She  was  a loving  wife  and  mother, 
and  a devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epi.=copal 
Church.  Mr.  Baker’s  second  marriage  took  place 
in  December,  1888,  to  Miss  Burrilla  A.  Best,  sister 
of  his  first  wife.  His  principal  occupation  has  been 
that  of  farming,  but,  in  connection  with  this, 
he  has  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  From 
1880  to  1887  he  carried  on  a general  mercantile 
business  on  his  farm,  and  at  the  same  time  acted 
as  assistant  postmaster.  In  the  winter  of  1887  he 
sold  his  store,  and  worked  as  a salesman  for  J.  R. 
Bullington,  of  Sulphur  Rock,  until  December  1st, 
when  he  entered  the  clerk’s  office  at  Batesville, 
and  there  remained  until  the  spring  of  1889.  He 
then  returned  to  his  farm  of  160  acres,  with  sixty 
acres  under  cultivation,  a good  orchard,  and  lately 
he  has  erected  a nice  residence.  He  votes  with  the 
Democratic  ^arty,  but  is  not  a political  enthusiast. 
He  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

C.  M.  Ball  has  long  been  associated  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  the  residents  of  which  have  had  every  op- 
portunity to  judge  of  his  character,  for  he  was 
born  here  June  13,  1834,  and  naught  can  be  said 
of  him  but  to  bis  credit.  Eighty  acres  of  his  219- 
acre  farm  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation, 
and  his  buildings  and  fences  are  in  good  repair, 
and  his  farm  is  well  stocked.  His  father,  B.  F. 
Ball,  was  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. , in  1807, 
and  in  that  county  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
educated.  In  1826  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Dillard,  who  was  also 
born  in  North  Carolina.  They  were  married  in 
1832,  and  to  this  union  were  born  fourteen  children, 
seven  being  still  living.  Mr.  Ball  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  by  death,  August  9, 
1849,  and  he  was  afterwards  wedded  to  Miss  Mi- 
nerva Baker,  of  Virginia,  and  their  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  only  one  lieing  now- 
alive.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  June  24,  1889, 
he  was  the  owner  of  205  acres  of  land.  He  and 
wife  were  connected  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  he  was  a member  of  (he  Masonic  lodge.  C.  51. 
Ball,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  Independence 
County,  near  Batesville,  and  was  there  married 


to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Anderson,  a North  Carolinian, 
their  union  taking  place  July  9,  1858.  Two  sons  i 
and  four  daughters  w-ere  given  them,  the  four 
daughters,  only,  being  alive:  5Iary  E..  w-ife  of  J. 

B.  Gray;  Caledonia,  w-ife  of  J.  W.  5Ieacham; 
Flora  B.,  wife  of  W.  T.  Horne,  and  Emma,  who 
i is  still  at  home.  Like  his  father,  5Ir.  Ball  is  a 
: 5Iason,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Agricultural 
I Wheel,  but  has  neglected  to  attend  the  latter  or- 
ganization for  some  time.  He  is  universally  re- 
spected by  his  fellowmen,  and  is  a man  on  whose 
word  one  can  rely.  He  and  family  worship  in  the 
5Iethodist  Church.  | 

Warren  G.  Ball  may  be  classed  among  the 
many  successful  agriculturists  of  Independence 
County,  Ark.  He  w-as  born  in  this  county  October 
i 26,  1837,  and  there  his  early  scholastic  advantages 
' were  enjoyed,  but  oidy  such  as  the  common  schools 
i afforded.  These  opportunities  he  improved  to  the 
' utmost,  however,  and  his  subsequent  contact  with 
business  life,  coupled  with  much  reading,  has  tended 
' to  place  him  among  the  intelligent  men  of  the  I 

j county.  After  reaching  mature  years  he  united  I 
I his  fortunes  with  those  of  5Iiss  Sarah  A.  Jackson, 
a Tennesseean  by  birth,  and  of  a family  of  three 
sons  and  five  daughters  born  to  their  marriage  six 
are  living  and  all  reside  -with  their  parents:  Tabitha, 
William  L.,  Laura  C.,  Julia,  Agnes  and  Gracie. 

! 5Ir.  Ball’s  land,  which  amounts  to  185  acres,  is  ex- 
ceedino-lv  fertile  and  well  located,  and  ninetv  acres 

O ‘ 

are  under  the  plow.  All  the  buildings  are  in  good 
condition,  and  the  farm  is  well  supplied  with  all 
I necessary  stock.  In  addition  to  this  property,  5Ir. 
j Ball  also  owns  a grist-mill,  which  turns  out  an  ex- 
I cellent  product.  He  is  a Mason,  and  has  been  sec- 
I retary  of  his  lodge  one  year,  and  senior  warden 
. two  years.  He  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  | 
educational  matters,  and  has  held  the  office  of  ! 
school  director  five  years,  and  is  still  filling  the 
position.  He  has  also  been  constable,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  this  office  to  the  satisfaction 
of  tho.se  concerned.  He  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  5Iethodist  Church.  ' 

John  F.  Barnes,  51.  D.,  though  only  thirty - 
two  years  of  age,  is  llowever,  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  leading  dentists  of  Iiuiependence  County. 
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He  is  a native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  re- 
sides. When  a child,  he  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  the  State  of  Iowa,  where  his  youthful  days  were 
spent  in  assisting  on  the  home  farm  and  in  attend- 
ing the  public  schools,  where  he  acquired  a good 
practical  education.  In  1873,  he  returned  with 
his  people  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  in 
1883  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Moore, 
a traveling  dentist,  and  remained  with  him  until 
1888,  traveling  over  the  State  of  Arkansas.  In 
1888  here  turned  to  Sulphur  Eock,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  and  has  acquired  an  excel- 
lent patronage.  He  is  a married  man.  Miss  L. 
Cora  Hurt,  of  Independence  County,  becoming  his 
wife  on  the  Tth  of  April,  1886,  she  being  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hurt  (deceased),  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  county.  Dr.  Barnes  is  a Republi- 
can in  his  political  views,  and  is  now  tilling  the 
office  of  city  marshal.  His  parents,  Archibald  and 
Lucinda  (Mateby)  Barnes,  were  born  in  Wilkes 
County,  N.  C.,  and  were  there  reared,  educated 
and  married.  Soon  after  the  latter  event,  they  came 
to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  but  subsequently 
moved  to  Iowa,  where  they  remained  until  1873, 
then  returning  to  Arkansas.  The  father  is  still 
living,  but  the  mother  died  February  6,  1883,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  eight  months  and  twen- 
ty-five days.  Mr.  Barnes  is  a Mason,  a Republi- 
can, and  a successful  farmer.  He  is  probably  of 
English  ancestry.  He  and  wife  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  family:  Nancy  (Reeves); 

William  P.,  who  died  at  Helena,  Ark.,  while  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  Army;  Martha  L.  (Smith); 
Sarah  H.  (Harmon);  G.  W.,  who  died  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years;  Mary  L.  (Martin); 
Lucinda  J.,  who  died  when  a child,  and  John  F. 

J.  M.  Bartlett,  ex- mayor  of  Batesville,  is  of 
Indiana  nativity,  boiai  in  Owen  County,  on  the 
4th  of  November.  1844,  and  since  his  location  in 
i this  county,  in  1883,  he  has  been  closely  iudeuti- 
fied  with  its  material  affairs,  and  associated  with 
its  progress  and  development.  His  parents, 
James  C.  and  Sarah  (.\lexander)  Bartlett,  were 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  North  Carolina,  respect- 
ively. The  father  settled  in  Owen  County.  Ind. , 
in  1831,  locating  at  Gosport,  and  was  a taniu'r  by 


trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  years. 
He  subsequently  engaged  in  tilling  the  soih  and 
has  lived  on  the  same  farm  for  fifty  years,  residing 
within  four  miles  of  Gosport.  In  their  family  were 
twelve  children,  four  only,  now  living;  Louisa, 
wife  of  James  Alverson;  Richard  P. , Jesse  M.  and 
Jackson  A.  The  father  was  married  the  second 
time,  in  February,  1850,  and  one  child  was  bora 
to  this  union,  Lawrence,  who  is  now  at  home. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  J.  M.  Bartlett  emi- 
grated -to  Indiana  and  located  in  what  is  now 
Owen  County,  then  a territory  adjoining  the  Indian 
Nation.  He  erected  a house  within  half  a mile  of 
the  Indian  Nation  line.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc 
cupation,  and  died  in  that  county  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year.  The  paternal  grandfather  died  in 
Kentucky.  J.  M.  Bartlett’s  youth  and  early  man- 
hood were  passed  in  his  native  county,  and  there 
he  attended  the  schools  which  favored  him  with  a 
I good  education.  Reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  he  continued  this  pursuit  until  in  Octo- 
ber, 1875,  when  he  removed  to  Paris,  111.,  and 
there  remained  about  one  year.  From  there  he 
went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  for  six  years,  and  after  that  was 
with  the  Christian  Manufacturing  Company,  for 
one  year.  In  1883  he  came  to  Batesville,  Ark., 
and  in  1884  he  embarked  in  the  livery  business, 
which  he  still  carries  on.  He  owns  a fine  sand- 
stone quarry  near  Batesville.  and  is  president  of 
the  Zinc-Blende  Mining  Company,  who  are  operat- 
ing over  250  acres  of  mining  land,  with  a capital 
stock  of  §1,500,000.  He  vvas  elected  mayor  of 
Batesville,  in  1886,  and  re-elected  in  1887,  which 
position  he  held  until  1889.  He  owns  a stone 
building  on  Main  Street,  two  stories  high.  38  feet 
front  and  120  feet  long,  the  lot  150  feet  deep. 
Mr.  Bartlett  is  also  a stockholder  and  director  in 
the  Batesville  Telephone.  On  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1869,  at  Charleston,  111.,  Miss  Mary  A.  Duni- 
vin,  a native  of  Coles  County,  became  his  wife. 
One  child  was  liorn  to  this  union.  Edwin  C.  51r. 
Bartlett  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  K.  of  H., 
and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  K.  A L.  of  H. 

Elisha  Baxter,  ex-governor  of  the  State  of  .Vr- 
kansas  and  whose  name  has  been  famous  before  the 
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nation  for  many  years,  was  born  in  Rutherford 
County,  N.  C.,  September  1,  1827.  His  father 
was  William  Baxter,  bom  in  Ireland  about  the 
year  1759,  and  a weaver  by  trade,  who  emij^rated 
to  America  in  the  year  1789,  settling  for  a time  in 
Meckleuberg  County,  N.  C. , where  he  soon  after- 
ward married  Miss  Sarah  Berryhill.  This  happy 
union  gave  them  four  daughters  and  live  sons 
whose  names  are  Margaret,  James,  Joseph,  Wil- 
liam, Andrew,  Thomas,  Sarah,  Caroline  and  Mary. 
After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Rutherford 
County,  N.  C. , where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
in  1852,  leaving  a very  large  estate  behind  him. 
the  result  of  his  energy  and  good  business  ability. 
About  the  year  1810  he  married  his  second  wife, 
Catherine,  daughter  of  James  Lee,  of  Virginia, 
and  from  this  marriacje  were  born  three  daucrhters 
and  five  sons:  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Esther,  John. 
David,  George,  Elisha  and  Taylor.  John  became 
a very  prominent  attorney,  and  for  several  terms 
was  elected  a member  of  the  North  Carolina  legis- 
lature and  speaker  of  the  house  in  1852.  He 
moved  to  Knoxville,  Tenn. , in  1854,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention  that  adopt- 
ed the  present  constitution  of  that  State.  He  was 
appointed  United  States  circuit  judge  by  Presi- 
dent Hayes  in  1878  for  the  States  of  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  men  of  his  time.  John  died  at  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  March  2,  1887;  David  perished  at 
sea  on  an  ocean  voyage  to  Australia  in  1851.  and 
George  died  in  1854.  Taylor  became  a prosperous 
farmer  in  Kansas,  while  Elisha  was  one  of  Ar- 
kansas’ most  noted  governors.  Elisha  Baxter  re- 
ceived a good  moral  training  in  his  youth,  but, 
much  to  his  regret  in  after  life,  he  did  not  have 
the  facilities  for  attending  the  higher  schools  and 
academies  that  are  now  within  the  reach  of  every 
young  man  in  America.  In  1848  he  commenced 
his  mercantile  career  at  Rutherfordton,  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Spenser  Eaves,  and  in 
1849  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet, 
daughter  of  Col.  Elijah  Patton,  of  Rutherford 
County.  He  shortly  afterward  withdrew  from 
commercial  life  and  farmed  for  two  years,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1852  moved  to  Arkansas. 


of  1853  he  again  entered  into  business,  this  time 
at  Batesville,  in  company  with  his  brother  Taylor, 
under  the  firm  name  of  E.  Baxter  & Bro.  He  had  not 
been  a merchant  at  Batesville  very  long  before  he 
found  that  the  nature  of  trade  and  the  habits  of 
the  people  were  essentially  different  from  those  of 
North  Carolina,  and  this,  in  connection  with  his 
love  of  politics  and  activity  in  that  direction,  soon 
led  to  disastrous  results.  In  1855  they  suspended, 
giving  up  all  of  their  property,  and  paying  their 
debts  in  full,  and  ended  their  business  career  as 
honorably  as  they  had  conducted  it.  This  unfor- 
tunate occurrence  did  not  break  the  spirit  of  these 
determined  men,  however,  and  the  brother,  who  had 
never  been  compelled  to  do  a day’s  labor  before, 
at  once  mounted  a building,  just  before  the  store 
they  had  vacated,  and  began  learning  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  In  this  he  succeeded,  and  soon 
regained  part  of  his  fallen  fortune.  Elisha  repaired 
to  the  office  of  the  Independent  Balance,  a news- 
paper published  at  Batesville,  by  U.  E.  Fort, 
and  edited  by  M.  Shelby  Kennard.  Here  he  found 
employment  for  twelve  months,  and  devoted  his 
leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  law  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Hon.  H.  F.  Fairchild.  He  soon  after- 
ward was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  since  then  has 
practiced  his  profession,  except  when  filling  office. 
He  was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  a strong  adherent 
of  that  party  until  it  disbanded,  in  1855.  Mr.  Bax- 
ter then  attempted  to  co-operate  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  could  not  agree  with  them  on  the 
question  of  secession.  As  a Whig,  he  was  elected 
and  served  as  mayor  of  Batesville,  in  1853,  and  in 
1854  was  elected  a member  of  the  legislature  from 
Independence  County,  which  had  not  electeil  a 
Whig  to  any  position  for  twenty  years.  In  1858 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  legislature  as  a non- 
partisan, and  in  1800  was  defeated  for  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  Third  judicial  district  by  F.  t\'. 
Desha.  When  the  war  came  on  he  tried  to  be 
neutral  and  loyal  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  so  that  when  Curtis  came  into  Batesville 
with  20,000  Federal  troops,  in  the  spring  of  1S(*)2, 
his  position  enabled  him  to  do  a great  deal  of  good 
for  the  citizens  of  Batesville;  and  during  the  two 
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army  he  was  incessantly  engaged  in  reclaiming 
property,  collecting  vouchers,  and  procuring  the 
release  of  prisoners,  without  the  hope  or  prospects 
of  reward.  At  that  time  ho  believed  his  course 
would  be  appreciated,  but  Curtis  had  scarcely  left 
when  he  was  notified  by  some  friendly  Confeder- 
ates that  he  could  not  safely  remain  in  the  country. 
Accordingly,  he  left  on  short  notice,  with  but  very 
little  provision  made  for  himself  and  family.  Over- 
taking Curtis  at  Jacksonport,  he  was  tendered  the 
command  of  the  First  Arkansas  Federal  regiment, 
then  just  ready  to  be  organized,  but  declined,  and 
as  he  said  to  General  Curtis: 

Not  because  I think  you  ought  not  to  whip  the  rebel- 
lious, but  because  I feel  that  I,  who  am  Southern  born 
and  raised,  ought  not  to  take  arms  against  my  neighbors 
and  friends. 

He  did  not  get  to  see  or  hear  from  his  family  for 
almost  a year,  and  in  the  spring  of  1863  he  was 
captured  by  a squad  of  Southern  cavalry  com- 
manded by  Col.  Newton.  On  arriving  at  head- 
quarters he  received  such  courtesy  from  Col.  New- 
ton, and  discovered  in  him  such  militaiy  genius, 
that  afterward,  when  he  became  governor,  and  felt 
it  his  duty  to  appoint  a major  general  for  active 
operations  in  the  field,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  be- 
stow the  commi.ssion  on  Col.  Newton,  who  had 
paroled  him  at  Fredericktown,  Mo.,  with  an  escort 
of  two  men,  and  required  him  to  report  to  Gen. 
Holmes  at  Little  Rock.  He  had  scarcely  left  New- 
ton’s camp  when  he  came  in  full  view  of  the  Fed- 
eral army,  in  which  one  of  his  friends  urged  him 
to  join  them,  but  he  replied  that  he  had  given  his 
pledge  of  honor  to  report  at  Little  Rock,  which  he 
did,  and  Gen.  Holmes  unceremoniously  turned  him 
over  to  the  civil  authorities,  who  assigned  him  to 
the  Pulaski  County  jail  to  await  an  indictment  for 
treason  against  the  Confederate  States.  In  due 
time  the  indictment  was  found,  and  he  was  ar- 
raigned before  Judge  Ringold,  William  M.  Ran- 
dolph  acting  as  district  attorney.  The  case  was 
continued  until  the  next  term  of  court,  and  through 
the  agency  of  some  friends  he  managed  to  escape 
from  jail,  and  after  concealing  himself  for  eighteen 
days  near  Little  Rock,  without  any  shelter  and 
barely  enough  food  to  live,  ho  succeeded  in  making 


his  way  into  the  Federal  army,  then  at  Little  Rock. 
Gen.  Steele  having  captured  and  occupied  that 
place  on  September  10,  1863.  In  all  this  time  he 
was  abused,  verbally  and  through  the  press,  being 
I branded  as  a coward  by  the  True  Democrat,  of  Lit- 
! tie  Rock,  citing  his  refusal  to  take  command  of  the 
First  Arkansas  Federal  Regiment,  when  tendered 
him  by  Gen.  Curtis,  as  a proof.  Stung  by  these 
rehections,  he  made  haste  to  apply  to  Gen.  Steele 
' for  authority  to  recruit  a regiment  for  the  Federal 
; service.-  Armed  with  such  authority,  he  proceeded 
i to  Jacksonport  and  recruited  the  Fourth  Arkansas 
i Mounted  Infantry,  and  reported  to  Gen.  R.  R. 

Livingston,  at  Batesville,  where  he  commanded 
^ the  post  until  the  spring  of  1864,  w'hen,  under  the 
organization  of  the  Murphy  or  war  government,  he 
' was  elected  a member  of  the  supreme  court.  Under 
the  constitution  of  1864  he  could  not  hold  two 
offices  at  one  time,  so,  after  much  hesitation,  he 
resigned  his  command  of  the  regiment,  which  de- 
; volved  upon  his  brother  as  senior  captain,  as  well 
I as  by  order  of  Gen.  Steele.  Fourteen  days  after 
' becoming  a member  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State,  he  was  elected,  over  his  protest,  to  the  sen- 
; ate  of  the  United  States  for  the  long  term.  He 
I repaired  to  Washington,  taking  his  family  with 
him  for  safety  as  far  as  Illinois,  and  presented  his 
; credentials,  under  the  State  government  then  ex- 
isting in  Arkansas,  but  was  not  permitted  to  qual- 
I ify  as  senator.  After  the  war  was  over  he  returned 
with  his  family  to  Batesville,  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  law.  In  1868,  upon  the  suggestion  of 
[ the  Hon.  H.  C.  Caldwell,  he  was  appointed  reg- 
ister in  bankruptcy  for  the  First  Congressional  dis- 
trict of  Arkansas,  by  the  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase, 
then  chief  justice  of  the  United  States.  During 
, the  same  year  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Third 
judicial  circuit  for  four  years,  by  Gov.  Clayton. 

' In  1872  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party 
for  governor,  upon  a platform  pledging  him  to  do 
what  he  could  to  enfranchise  all  such  per.sons  as 
had  been  disfranchised  on  account  of  their  partici- 
i pation  in  the  rebellion.  He  accepted  the  nomina- 
tion, and,  after  the  most  laborious  and  extensive 
canvass  ever  made  in  the  State,  he  was  elected  by 
I a majority  of  3,242  votes  over  his  competitor. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Joseph  Brooks,  perhaps  the  most  able  debater  ever 
known  in  Arkansas.  His  election  was  duly  de- 
clared by  the  senate  of  the  State,  the  only  tribunal 
that  had  any  authority  to  count,  or  in  any  manner 
control  the  returns.  He  was  qualilied  as  governor 
early  in  1873,  and  undertook  to  redeem  his  pledges 
to  the  peojtle  and  give  them  an  honest  government. 
His  administration  was  certainly  the  most  eventful 
and  fruitful  of  any  State  government  in  the  United 
States.  This  remarkable  epoch  in  the  history  of 
Arkansas,  known  as  the  Brooks- Baxter  war,  is  too 
long  for  narration  in  this  sketch,  and  indeed  per- 
tains more  to  the  history  of  the  State  than  to  these 
two  individuals.  In  187S  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  he  be- 
came a candidate  for  United  States  senator,  but 
was  defeated  by  the  Hon.  J.  D.  l\'alker,  a Demo- 
crat. He  was  called  to  till  the  office  of  governor 
of  Arkansas,  at  the  most  trying  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  State.  The  contlict  that  culminated 
during  his  administration,  was  not  the  question  as 
to  which  of  two  contestants  should  be  governor  of 
the  State  for  a single  term;  but  in  reality  it  was  a 
representative  struggle  between  principles  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and 
Gov.  Baxter  heldtirm  to  his  pledges  and  principles 
throughout  the  entire  struggle.  During  the  trouble, 
when  President  Grant  suggested  that  both  he  and 
Brooks  act  as  governor  jointly,  Mr.  Baxter  replied: 

I am  either  governor  or  I am  not  governor,  and  I will 
consent  to  nothing  that  will,  in  whole  or  in  part,  recog- 
nize Mr.  Brooks  as  governor. 

In  his  profession  of  the  law.  Gov.  Baxter  has 
achieved  a splendid  reputation,  although  not  en- 
tering it  until  his  maturer  years,  and  being  subject 
to  many  interruptions.  He  is  a man  possessing  a 
strong  natural  moral  disposition,  and  has  a dread 
of  violence  and  bloodshed,  as  was  manifest 
throughout  his  administration.  Gov.  Baxter  and 
wife  are  the  p)arents  of  six  children:  Millard  P., 

Edward  A.,  Catherine  M.,  wife  of  N.  M.  Alexan- 
der; George  E.  and  Hattie  O. . and  Fannie  E. , w'ho 
died  in  childhood.  The  Governor  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  since  1844,  and, 
by  act  of  their  separation,  has  become  a member  of 
the  Southern  branch. 


Dr.  William  J.  Bell  is  a prominent  medical 
practitioner  of  Independence  County,  and  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Alalmma,  February  17,  1835.  He 
was  the  second  born  in  the  family  of  six  children 
of  Wesley  and  Elizabeth  (Bell)  Bell.  Wesley  Bell, 
who  was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  was  born  in 
1808;  he  was  of  English  descent,  and  was  a | 
mechanic  and  farmer.  When  a young  man  he  re-  i 
moved  from  South  Carolina  to  Alabama,  where  he 
married  and  resided  until  about  1840,  when  he  ^ 
located  in  the  western  part  of  Tennessee,  subse- 
quently, on  account  of  ill  health,  removing  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  died  in  1857.  His  wife,  who  1 
wms  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  w’as  born  in 
1812,  and  died  about  1847.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  John  Bell,  who  served 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninetv-seven  vears,  his  wife  living 
to  be  eighty- five  years  of  age.  William  J.  received 
the  advantages  of  a common  school  education  in 
Lawnence  Countv,  Ark.,  and  in  1857  began  the 
study  of  medicine;  in  1858  he  attended  a coitrse  of 
medical  lectures  in  Memphis,  Tenn. , and  the  fol- 
lowing year  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  the  neighborhood  where  he 
now  resides.  He  is  now  one  of  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  Independence  County,  and  has  built  up 
an  extensive  practice,  answering  calls  at  a distance 
of  thirty  or  forty  miles.  Dr.  Bell  owns  305  acres 
of  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation;  sixty- 
live  acres  lie  on  the  White  River  bottom,  and  the 
balance,  where  he  resides,  about  eleven  miles  west 
of  the  county  seat.  June  16,  1868,  he  married 
Miss  Christina  McFarland,  who  was  born  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  in  1846,  being  a daughter  of 
Alexander  G.  and  Sarah  J.  McFarland,  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  six 
cliildren,  viz.:  Clete  A.,  James  E.,  Ida  V..  Ver- 
tula  A.,  William  E.  and  Boss  A.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
South.  Dr.  Bell  has  been  a member  of  the  5Iasonic 
fraternity  since  1850,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
I I.  O.  O.  F.,  both  of  which  orders  he  has  at  various 
I times  re[)resented  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  poli 
ties  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party. 

William  C.  Best.  Dota,  Ark.  There  are  many 
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incidents  of  peculiar  interest  presented  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Best  which  cannot  be  given  in  the  brief 
space  allotted  to  this  sketch.  He  is  known  over  a 
large  region  of  the  country  tributary  to  Dota,  his 
reputation  being  that  of  a man  honorable  and  re- 
liable in  every  walk  of  life,  and  it  may  be  said, 
without  the  least  arrogance,  that  he  is  a self-made 
man.  His  birth  occurred  in  Georgia,  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1820,  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Nancy  Best, 
also  being  natives  of  the  same  State.  The  father 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  and  the  mother  in  ^ 
Wilkes  County,  in  1797  ; he  was  a tiller  of  the  soil 
for  many  years,  of  quiet  demeanor,  and  universally 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  died 
in  Alabama,  in  1802,  and  the  father  suiwived  her 
until  1880,  when  his  death  occurred  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  William  C.  Best,  in  Arkansas.  Both  par- 
ents were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  mother  having  belonged  for  forty  i 
years,  and  the  father  for  sixty  years.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Will- 
iam C.  Best  grew  up  on  the  farm  with  his  father  , 
and  mother,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Alabama,  having  moved  to  this  State  in 
the  year  1840,  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  When  I 
twenty-one  years  old  he  began  his  own  career,  and 
for  three  years  worked  on  the  farm.  On  the  5th  of 
December,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Pope,  in  Macon  County,  Ala.,  and  the  fruits  of 
their  marriage  are  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters.  -James  S.  Best,  the  oldest  son,  was 
born  on  the  17th  of  December,  1851,  in  Macon 
County,  Ala.,  and  is  now’  a minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Mattie  J.  McDonald  on  the  0th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1873.  Sarah  J.  Best  was  born  in  Macon 
County,  Ala. , on  the  19th  of  March.  1854  ; was 
married  to  -Joseph  G.  McDonald  on  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1871,  and  died  September  13,  1875,  leav-  ■ 
ing  two  childreti,  a boy  and  girl,  ilary  E.  Best 
was  born  in  Macon  County.  Ala.,  A[)ril  27,  1850; 
was  married  to  .•Vngus  C.  Baker  September  0.  1878, 
and  died  on  the  19th  of  November,  1887,  leaving 
four  boys.  Emma  J.  Best  was  born  in  Macon 
County,  Ala.,  April  16.  1858,  and  departed  this  life 
September  13,  1885.  Andrew  Thomas  Best  w’as 


born  in  Macon  County,  Ala.,  -July  27,  1861:  was 
married  to  Miss  Etter  Sorrells.  January  22,  1885. 
and  is  now  living  on  a farm  adjoining  his  father. 
William  C.  Best,  -Jr.,  w’as  born  in  Macon  County, 
Ala.,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1862,  and  is  well 
educated,  having  attended  some  of  the  liest  normal 
institutions  of  learning  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  own  county.  Lovda  Best  was  born  in  Tallapoosa 
County.  Ala.,  August  18,  1866,  and  died  March 
25,  1882.  -John  W.  Best  w’as  born  in  Lee  County. 
Miss.,  on  the  30th  of  August,  1869,  and  is  now’  liv 
ing  with  his  parents.  He  is  a bright  and  studious 
young  man.  Burrilla  A.  Best  was  born  in  Inde- 
pendence County.  Ark.,  onthe22dof  March.  1872  ; 
was  married  to  Angus  C.  Baker  December  20,  1888, 
and  is  now  residing  at  Sulphur  Rock,  Ark.  Alonzo 
Best,  born  in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  Febru- 
ary 23,  1875,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and 
consequently  is  a great  pet.  When  the  w’ar  lu'oke 
out  Mr.  Best  was  engaged  in  farming  in  iMacon 
County,  Ala.  In  1862  he  was  occupied  in  making 
salt  at  the  Centi’al  Salt  Works,  in  Clark  County. 
Ala.,  and  about  the  middle  of  December  returned 
home.  Immediately  following  this  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  government  to  go  to  Mobile,  Ala. , 
with  a company  of  hands  to  help  to  fortify  the 
town.  Remaining  there  something  over  three 
months,  he  reached  home  about  the  1st  of  April. 
1863,  and  at  once  joined  the  Sixty -first  Alabama 
regiment.  Company  A.  under  Col.  W.  G.  Swan- 
son, Clanton’s  brigade.  They  were  then  ordered 
to  Montgomery,  and  later  to  Pollard,  being  sta 
tinned  there  until  1864,  when  they  were  sent  to 
Virginia  and  attached  to  Gen.  Battle’s  brigade, 
Rhodes’  division  and  Early's  corps.  The  follow  ing 
engagements  were  [>articipated  in:  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  5,  1864  : Spottsylvania,  on  the 
12th  of  same  month,  and  Winchester,  September  19, 
1864 — made  famous  by  Gen.  Sheridan’s  ride.  Here 
he  was  severely  wounded  l>y  a gun-shot,  and  was 
captured,  made  prisoner  of  war,  and  held  at  Win- 
chester until  the  KUh  of  December,  when  he  was 
sent  to  Baltimore,  remaining  there  until  -January 
1865.  Upon  lieing  sent  to  Point  I-ookout  he  w;is 
held  there  until  -June  5,  1865,  when  he  was  dis 


. n i(y .1  ."itj'.  i'-/vci7.f 


1 

iii<i 

/, 

• . 

1 c:  <11- ■!  1 

1 ' 1 ' 

'.-  .11. 

■ I...' 

■ . :• 

ritl  <ij-ii‘. 

■ 

; i 

' ' ' . ' 

■ . -1 

.1 1 i'/i  1 1 1 1 i ii., , 

■ in  J 

. f ' 1 

. ■' -tiwi  ■■/  I h:  if 

Iff  -'  i 

y.  . 

■ 'H  . . . i:IA 

■ V,.: 

‘ ■ 

1 !■  ,1 

1 ^ . i 

^ ^ 

. '■  ■■  . .'  .;.  it‘h'1 

. '■ 

■ ' ■' 

...  1 1 ; 1 

■ 'iiiT.; 

. •! 



.1 

, •..1  ... 

111,.’.  ; 

».'■  'I’-i 

.1  ri  'f)f 

n ! , , , . 

...  ; 

■ ■■  *T 

Jtfi *J 

,v  tiTrurt  uv/o  f ill 

.i;/."’'  ) 

.'Ill 

iixi  0, 

.1 ,. 

i 

. ./■  ,TDr, 

1 *■.  ■ < I 

■I...  . 

II  r • 

.i;l  if 

rd'.l  ..Vv.r  f 

. ii  . /n 

- J-OJ 

j! 

■■;■  ..’Ol? 

fi.U,  *, 

^ f 

. 

n t 

I'j  f-iil  iMr-*'  ^>irn 

I 

»y 

■■  ■ . 7, 

liL'l 

f.'i'.  1 ,iv 

■ ' i , '! 

, ’t-J-VM 

) 'Viil! 

7.1 

oj  fc<3ii‘j'tiUii  - 

.iij 

■;  1 . . ■ 7 ; ' 

' \ . 

1 . 

■'■■■;  .V'jn  ->i  ri,:i; 

••  , 

-Jr/ 

1 ...  ,( 

I,'.. 

U.I 

■r  xjtcmI  . ..■'I 

• . 

,''’■'87  .r;;:;  -nn 

' 3i. 

" iii 

f . ' I ‘ f 

fh  a -f  i;  f 

■ r 

-■  .u1u'fft|>-iip:  ■- 

!■  .■  . 

' " 

v:  L ai, 

-iT 

.3ji 

■■  ' 

/I  -jl.'. 

,1. 

.bU  f 'i/ujff'J 

fi:.  '■  • 

. , 1 ' 

; T ! , t 

A-viU  f 

Jj  oJi  If.  Il  .r 

*il!,f,irvr  t -Ii 

' ' ' ’*•  < 'i  I 

U (-  ! j(l -•ffin'  , , ; - ' /.  ,/j 

'll  i 

' .I'l  ' '•  • :•  -ii  ^ ..  .,t 

‘ ' iH'.-j  ivuo  J;,  j'l;..  ■ ■ 

‘ ' ' I’l;  A 

• .'•Intyi'it* 

' T 'll  1 'f'.;-;  .vT.'fn. JiiLt)/!  'li 

■ '7  ■ • ' ii-'!  ■;  I 11^  ■ ' • - - ,1.  . , 

^1.  vi  ' I j ,t  ’ f!  .‘jijli-yT.  / 

■ "I*  .uuj'juu  ■■■  if  f:in  ■■  ij. 

Ui  i.1 

:oq8  : f-  lc;!  .<j  i i,-; 

■ ' //  ti.iB  ,jJjw  tU  /a  c-i  TO  il’i‘ f 

• jj  '<f  t « fMoiT'i  7,  44S8I 

'i  a nl  h^finni^v  '({■‘'•jev  i-,  o.J 

■iU  */  itj  I’!  d hi.H  ,'uvf/  Vj  ;<■  : 

• V,'  •»||  , ■ .:i  ;«•<■  -I’l  ‘it  i”.  I '}lh  I-’,.'  ; ,l{‘i 

■d.  vtf,»njilL  I. '.i/j  t ^.iiuifiin'iT  jf.'i  I . ' . 'i  (»j  7u7^i-.  ' 

.^V*  j ] ,;t  itlye.  ^Jli-T  ! y .j’} 

'li.i  e.iiJ'/  y,?  .;vJ  ■'  .o.oruiL-  i’Ju/T  ' 


'♦fif  ‘i  ;;  1 !'!■  5o  Rj/iv'jLboi  ' 

ii'J  131  I-  ■ I.-;  ifoTfvf  t'iK  ' 

);  I'.iii  1IV/07  jJ  r’  ' ij  .if"  1 i-i'v-,  '-'lil  0 ) (j'lfiftflfy.  ■ 

'■  ||  .'5lAtl' ■I'l  ;(.1  ' V';)  i M^TAI 

• l.-.i'.  '‘id.rif,aj  d ' ,i„,  : ,r •! ,7tf. -'j'n 

Jr./ij  Ji  ji;j«  m:h  jo  vILv."  at 

■ifuia  “li-i  ‘ li  .},  y,,{ 

%.  il;Af  ‘h.  I .|i.  .r'.iia'iiVii  > i':  tmT  ur*'  > ..'I'Jt'f  rjH  .UJU33 
.irvj  v--.r;i7  hcK  I . ■ •-.■||.|  -i'lJ  ,fKVj  ihaA 

K'li 'It' J 'ijjiifi  'juiJi'"  ’rri)  I-.  • vitej;  V iifod ' 
r 'rvU"*  1*11.7'  fic.'i»  .vl.ipo  I tk  9Mw 

ft'  If  fi  ''if'ft  'ji('  I ! Oj  .V.iiiJ.loO 

fii'tr  J.i  to  ToV 

'•■ill)  T'ldfOijT  ’tAf''  - find  •'.tlv/  *!)’,  Ycf 

sYii  fj.ovhiri,.  •I'lift.il  qjt  1,-.  (,£  .«xflA<falAfli 

Jo’-'fivv]  yitj  ,i,  U'iAf-TT  liifmr 

if.'ftO  i'l  J-  <?J  .' } I'lr’lif  //  ,006  ai;(f  ■ 

'•Y^-.o-iti-'j  " if. ■ ,.„j  \f,  r'7‘*i i(09in  si'iv.'  ejijs 

.•J7..i!r  :;u;70j  .Ij;'  I..J.I  .ffw.ilicx 

vijyi'  iiKI  .<*1^1  .t  T^ri'^  ■/■’vra^'  lol  'i-tj^ititi  'f-ciJ  f)»ia  .biae'^ 
fii  'I'.'lOTM'Jf  i!‘i'ft>’’(d  tc  I ^i*7i}Brt  •'•t'. //  6hl97fi(|f;0«7g  ' 

•!' litit'r  I-,'/  .'ijv,  ,.,.H  ,i(.v  ,r>  foai 

viiJl  ■;(  Uf5!jili.'.'’'ii  I -".'f  ^':js  iuis  • 

1-.  oh.ir  *.i!.'jvi-a  .'i!j3.'  '{«IA  to  Kl«K»di>?‘'^ 

ll-tc7y  to  o;.H  odl  ,t«  ■>«*•/  9iii 

■a-  .-“»:i:  fnT  ■>)  77'.  - , . . j ) 

‘i.l'i  •td.'t  i;0  . /•[,  fiiid'^fiv/ rttci J.J  I 

'■  'v'"*'-  '■■■''■  i r i,v  -u'  ,0<i8l'  .ItrtfuZCraaCt 

■■■'>  .v'.:;h>'>  no?.el4  &\  /«|0^ 

1.  :■  7U'.r!  OVft  y.l  -na  7f8zf# 

,(ic?  I illfo  tiil.l  .J  ■,  >; 

I.  ' tr.lf  <;  8..  f"'!’  n'jii'j-  fJ.  h.'  d^-'l  no  ijtod  'i 

-■i.lpfh:  . i ‘Ji . •lyf-.'oinr  J.  vrofj  ^1  f,/j'  ..af/  v7(}fTfiOi>, 

i.irro’  ; -i.n  'iK  .iljifoc'  ly  j'.toftiqiU 

-■  ,'-'.1 ' yiit  o > AIj  T,  otijial/!  a^iM 

'•.•■■■■r.lL-  '!,  (13. Kf  -A-ti  ie.f3^  .1,  ,3^d  ( 

lo  M‘..i  luj.  . aIA  -vJttooD 

V . ifd,  j,.  , />],  ,.  CIdJ,/  ..-I  ot  l>stm(5fn 

-vTtoi  Zl>'l  .K[  f-.,K  F-.ib  ,{V8I  JvioK 

if;4<l  .if  •iTiXi  7)  ;ll  V(;d  t'f  0'»1  jjui  . 

n-ndl  ,~S  fii<|7:.  ,,iiIA  AjuMoO  flj  ,,(j»od  aaw 

.oT/f  oi  lavir  .:  aie*yr 

'f  .il  Jo  ^Mwl  .iiij  J^ib  Lo* 

U0'*f7.'^  Ui  03<Kl  atr»  .1.  .tivtwf  lool  . 

■•Vij  rid.1  f>/i£  .ffi  ihlj/.  , .flJA  ,1(daWvP  • 

r*Hv  tfiO.id-T  'ft'vjiiMA  -.ui .fi]  :-tdxa**Jq«K  . 


644 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


charged,  and  again  joined  his  family,  whom  he 
found  living  in  Tallapoosa  County,  Ala.  He  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1867,  when  he  moved 
to  Lee  County,  Miss.,  but  not  being  satisfied  here, 
moved  to  Independence  County,  Ark.  He  found 
himself  in  possession  of  S180,  a team  of  horses  and 
wagon,  a few  household  goods,  and  eight  children. 
He  rented  for  two  years  the  same  farm  which  he 
purchased  in  1871,  giving  his  note  for  the  amount. 
By  the  closest  economy  and  industry  he  succeeded 
in  paying  for  it.  To  the  original  160  acres  he 
added  from  time  to  time,  until  he  is  now  owner  of 
360  acres,  nearly  200  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
and  about  seventy  of  it  he  has  cleared  himself. 
When  he  first  settled  on  the  farm  the  only  build- 
ings on  the  same  were  two  unfinished  log  rooms. 
Now  he  has  a well-completed  house  of  six  rooms, 
good  barns  and  out  buildings,  a fine  orchard;  raises 
his  own  stock,  and  has  some  of  the  best  of  work 
horses  and  mules.  His  principal  crops  are  cotton> 
corn,  oats,  wheat,  etc. , and  he  is  known  as  a fine 
melon  raiser,  having  this  fruit  early  and  late.  In 
1878  he  erected  a large  gin  house,  which  he  has 
conducted  ever  since,  with  unusual  success.  He 
spends  the  autumn  months  engaged  in  ginning,  and 
has  averaged  250  bales  each  year  for  eight  years. 
He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  finds 
much  of  interest  in  local  politics.  He  takes  a great 
interest  in  conventions,  and  has  once  been  a dele- 
gate to  the  Democratic  State  Convention.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Temperance  Council  Grange 
and  Agricultural  Wheel.  Mr.  Best  and  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  a steward  and  trustee  of  the  same. 

Judge  William  C.  Bevens  (deceased).  From 
an  early  period  in  the  county’s  history  Judge 
Bevens  gave  to  Independence  the  very  best  en- 
ergies of  his  life,  as  one  of  its  most  worthy  and 
respected  citizens;  and  to  the  community  and  all 
among  whom  he  lived  the  example  of  a life  well 
and  usefully  spent,  and  the  inlluence  of  a charac- 
ter without  stain.  His  birth  occurred  in  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1806,  where 
he  studied  law  and  afterward  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Greenville,  in  the  northern  part  of  his 
native  State.  He  removed  to  the  Lone  Star  State  , 


in  1840,  settling  at  Austin,  and  there  practiced  his 
profession  until  1846.  He  then  moved  to  Bates- 
ville.  Ark. , where  he  joined  a number  of  his  rela- 
tives who  had  moved  there  from  North  Carolina. 
Here  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  of  Arkan^ 
sas,  and  served  with  great  acceptability  in  the 
sessions  of  1852-53.  So  great  was  his  popularity 
and  prominence,  that  he  was  elected  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  Third  judicial  circuit  in  1856, 
and  was  much  esteemed  for  his  sterling  integrity, 
sober,  sound  judgment,  broad  intelligence  and  lib- 
eral, progressive  ideas.  His  decisions  were  not 
made  without  careful  and  painstaking  study  of  the 
evidence  adduced,  and  all  felt  that  his  judgment 
I could  be  relied  upon.  During  the  late  war  he  took 
his  family  south,  where  he  remained  a quiet  citizen 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  died  at 
I Little  Rock,  in  September,  1865,  while  on  his  way 
home  to  Batesville.  Judge  Bevens  had  three 
beautiful  daughters,  the  belles  of  the  country  in 
their  youth.  One  of  them  married  ex-Gov.  Will- 
iam R.  Miller,  another  became  the  wife  of  Maj. 

I William  E.  Gibbs,  and  a third  is  the  wife  of  Hon. 
James  W.  Butler,  the  present  judge  of  the  Third 
judicial  circuit  of  Arkansas. 

John  C.  Bone,  dealer  in  furniture,  sash  and 
doors,  coffins  and  undertakers'  supplies, Batesville. 
The  business  men  of  Batesville  are  a pushing,  ac- 
tive, persevering  and  enterprising  set,  and  “the 
weakest  must  go  to  the  wall.”  Certainly  Mr. 
Bone  is  not  one  of  the  latter  class,  for,  to  all  in 
tents  and  purposes,  he  is  an  ideal  business  man. 
He  is  a native  of  Izard  County,  Ark.,  born  Octo- 
ber 20,  1849,  and  after  remaining  on  the  farm  un- 
til twenty  years  of  age  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  as  clerk,  following  it  for  a number  of 
years.  He  then  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1877,  at  Batesville,  but  never  practiced. 
He  again  returned  to  mercantile  pur.suits,  which  he 
followed  two  years,  and  then  took  charge  of  his 
present  business,  which  was  run  by  his  father  in 
law,  Charles  L.  Gorsuch,  who  was  killed  by  hav- 
ing a house  fall  on  him  during  a fire.  Mr.  Bone 
has  since  continued  the  business,  has  erected  a 
planing-mill,  and  now  carries  it  on  in  connection 
with  his  other  interests,  employing  several  hands. 
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He  is  self-edncated  and  self-made  in  every  respect. 
He  was  married  on  the  12th  of  December,  1877, 
to  Miss  Nettie  M.  Gorsuch,  and  they  have  two 
children  living:  Charles  E.  and  Harry  C.  Mr. 
Bone  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Chap- 
ter and  Council.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  esteemed 
and  respected  citizens.  His  parents,  Elihu  C.  and 
Charlotte  J.  (Jeffrey)  Bone,  are  natives  of  Wilson 
County,  Tenn.,  and  Izard  County,  Ark.,  respect- 
ively. The  father  immigrated  to  Izard  County,  in 
1841,  locating  near  Barren  Fork  one  year,  entered 
land  at  Mount  Olive,  Izard  County,  and  there  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  also  a Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  minister.  By  his  marriage, 
which  occuiTed  in  1844,  he  became  the  father  of 
seven  children,  four  living:  Miles  N. , John  C., 

Levisa  J.  and  Henry  F.  The  remainder  of  the 
children  died  when  young.  The  parents  died 
when  the  children  were  quite  young,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  look  out  for  themselves.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Jehoiada  Jeffery,  and  his  wife  Marj% 
settled  at  what  is  now  Mount  Olive,  in  Izard  Coun- 
ty, in  1816.  They  were  originally  from  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and  after  living  in  Jones- 
boro, 111. , for  some  time,  they  moved  to  Arkansas, 
coming  through  by  land  on  pack-horses.  They 
were  the  first  settlers  of  Izard  County,  their  near- 
est neighbors  being  about  thirty-five  miles  distant. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Territorial  legislature  of 
Arkansas,  about  1824,  from  Independence  County, 
and  afterward  from  Izard  County,  when  he  intro- 
duced the  bill  creating  Fulton  County. 

Gabriel  J.  Bradley  is  one  of  the  industrious 
farmers  of  Greenbriar  Township,  Independence 
County.  He  is  a native  of  Kandolph  County,  111., 
and  was  bom  July  13,  1831.  His  parents  were 
Isaac  A.  and  Mary  T.  (Jones)  Bradley,  of  whom 
the  former  was  born  in  Sumner  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1806,  and  the  latter  was  a native  of  Adair  County, 
Ky.,  born  about  1813.  They  were  married  in 
Randolph  County,  111.,  but  removed  to  Perry  Coun- 
ty in  1834,  where  Mrs.  Bradley  died  about  1854 
and  her  husband  about  1883,  both  having  been 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Isaac  A.  Brad- 
ley was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Perry  County 


seven  years;  he  was  a son  of  Joshua  Bradley,  a na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  who  lived  some  years 
in  Sumner  County,  Tenn.,  and  then  moved  to 
Jackson  County,  111.,  where  he  died;  he  was  of 
Irish  descent.  Col.  Gabriel  Jones,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Gabriel  J.  Bradley,  w'as  born  in 
Virginia,  from  which  State  he  went  to  Kentucky, 
and  when  Mrs.  Bradley  was  about  seven  years  old 
removed  to  Randolph  County,  111.  Mr.  Jones  was 
killed  at  Chester,  111.,  in  a storm  during  the  war; 
he  represented  Randolph  County  in  the  legisla- 
ture in  an  early  day,  and  was  a colonel  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  Gabriel  J.  Bradley  was  the  eldest  of 
the  family  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  re- 
mained at  home,  and  most  of  the  time  until  nine- 
teen years  of  age  attended  the  common  schools.  In 
1857  he  married  Mrs.  Malinda  Wilson,  daughter 
of  William  Osburn.  She  died  in  1883,  leaving:  five 
children,  viz.  ; James,  Ada,  Ann,  Emma  and  Zoe 
In  August,  1885,  Mr.  Bradley  married  Edie  E. 
James,  of  Independence  County.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  B.  and  Eveline  James,  of  Coffey  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  who  removed  to  Independence  County. 
Ark.,  before  the  war,  where  Mr.  James  died;  his 
widow  is  still  living.  One  child  has  been  born  to  the 
last  marriage  of  Mr.  Bradley — Ethel.  Mr.  Brad- 
ley removed  from  Pmry  County,  111.,  to  Independ- 
ence County,  Ark.,  in  1866,  and  has  since  lived  in 
Greenbriar  township.  He  has  a good  farm  of  168 
acres,  about  100  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 
He  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  and  devotes  his  entire 
attention  to  his  occupation.  His  political  sympa- 
thies are  with  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs.  Bradley 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

William  L.  Brewer  has  been  familiar  with  the 
duties  of  farm  life  from  early  boyhood,  and  has  now 
an  excellent  farm  of  160  acres  in  Inde[M*ndence 
County,  Ark.,  of  which  about  fifty  acres  are  under 
cultivation.  Having  been  born  in  this  county,  on 
the  30th  of  March.  1831,  he  is  well  known  by  many 
here,  and  the  utmost  confidence  is  placed  in  hi-; 
honor  and  integrity.  His  parents,  Willis  and 
Isabella  (West)  Brewer,  were  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee,  the  former’s  birth  occurring  in 
1706.  and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pn>seiit 
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time.  Willis  Brewer  was  a farmer,  but  gave  much 
of  his  attention  to  stock  raising,  in  which  enterprise  ^ 
he  was  quite  successful.  His  views  on  the  subject 
of  religion  coincided  with  the  Baptist  faith,  but  he 
was  not  a member  of  any  church,  although  his  wife 
had  for  many  years  been  a member  of  the  IMetho- 
dist  Church.  She  died  in  full  communion  with 
this  denomination  March  9,  1861,  and  was  fol- 
lowed to  her  long  home  by  her  husband  in  1864. 
Their  son,  William  L.  Brewer,  was  educated  in 
Independence  County,  near  Batesville,  and  after 
reaching  manhood  was  married  to  Mrs.  Meacham, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  North  Carolina  on  the  24th 
of  February,  1829.  One  child  has  been  born  to 
them.  He  is  a Mason  and  was  junior  warden 
of  his  lodge  for  one  year,  and  he  and  iMr.s.  Brewer 
have  been  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  some  time.  , 

J.  R.  Bullington,  mercbant  and  druggist.  Sul- 
phur Rock,  Ark.  Among  the  important  mercan- 
tile establishments  which  contribute  not  a little  to 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Sulphur 
Rock,  that  of  Mr.  Bullington  takes  a prominent 
place.  He  was  born  in  Spartanburg  County, 

S.  C.,  December  24.  1847,  and  was  the  son  of  ; 
John  J.  and  Julia  (Tinsley)  Bullington,  and 
grandson  of  Samuel  Bullington,  who  was  a farm- 
er by  occupation  and  an  early  settler  of  South 
Carolina.  John  J.  Bullington  was  born  in  1812, 
and  died  in  1877.  He  was  also  a tiller  of  the  soil 
and  came  to  Independence  County,  in  1857.  He  ' 
settled  on  new  land  in  the  forest,  and  improved  a ; 

I large  tract.  He  was  not  active  in  politics,  and 
until  the  war  was  a Democrat.  After  that  he  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party.  He  w’as  a zeal- 
ous member  of  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Centre 
Grove  Baotist  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in 

* ^ I 

South  Carolina,  in  1818,  and  was  married  to  Mr. 

' Bullington  in  that  State  about  1837.  Her  death 

I occurred  in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  1868. 

j She  was  also  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  J. 

■ R.  Bullington  was  the  fifth  of  eight  chihlren — only 

1 two  now  livincr — born  to  his  parents.  The  chil- 

j dren  are  named  as  follows:  Ona  E.,  l)orn  in  South  j 

' Carolina,  in  1848,  and  is  the  widow  of  William  I 

Bishop — she  now  lives  in  Charlotte:  .J.  R. 


(subject);  William  W.  was  born  in  1855,  was  a 
farmer  and  salesman,  and  died  September  21, 
1888.  J.  R.  Bullington  passed  his  school  days 
in  picking  cotton,  gathering  corn  and  clearing 
new  ground,  and  at  the  age  of  twentv-one  vears 
found  himself  possessed  of  the  rudest  elements  of 
an  education.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he  was 
a ready  reader  of  music,  and,  being  a lover  of  the 
“art  divine,”  began  at  an  early  age  to  perfect  i 
himself  in  this  delightful  pursuit.  His  father  was 
a music  teacher.  When  twenty  years  of  age  our 
subject  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Prof.  J.  D. 
Walker  (son  of  William  Walker  the  well-known 
author),  in  whose  company  and  with  whom  he 
taught  singing  school  for  five  vears.  After  his 
twenty-first  year  he  spent  tw'enty-one  days  in 
school,  after  which  he  began  farming,  but  poor  ' 
health  caused  him  to  abandon  hard  labor.  After 
this  he  spent  six  weeks  in  school,  and  the  next 
year  (1870)  he  began  teaching  school  and  did  noth- 
ing until  1876  except  teach.  He  then  attende<l 
school,  but  again  had  to  abandon  this  work  on 
account  of  his  health.  At  that  time  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Dr.  Vaughn,  at  Sulphur  Rock,  at  810 
per  month,  and  remained  with  him  until  1886. 

He  was  deputy  postmaster  from  1877  to  1886. 
During  the  last  mentioned  year  he  conducted  the 
drug  department  and  acted  as  book-keeper  for  A. 

M.  James.  Then,  in  February,  1887,  he  opened  a 
drug  and  grocery  business  for  himself,  adding  to 
the  same  until  he  had  a large  general  store,  and 
does  a general  furnishing  business,  with  the  pros- 
pect of  enjoying  a full  .share  of  the  future  business 
at  Sulphur  Rock.  He  is  a stockholder,  director  and 
treasurer  of  the  Sulphur  Rock  Railroad.  Mr. 
Bullington  met  iMiss  Jessie  Robinson,  daughter 
of  Dr.  F.  M.  Robinson,  of  Indian  Bay,  Monroe 
County,  Ark.,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  her 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1886.  They  have  one 
child.  Jack,  who  was  born  on  the  22d  of  June. 
1888.  Mrs.  Bullington  is  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church,  and  while  5Ir.  Bub 
lingtou  does  not  hold  membership  in  any  society, 
he  is  a strong  believer  in  the  Bible,  and  is  a man 
well  and  favorably  ktiown. 

Judge  William  Byers  (deceased).  Pennsylvania 
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INDEPENDENCE  COUNTY. 
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has  given  to  Independence  County  many  estimable 
citizens,  but  she  has  contributed  none  more  highly 
respected,  or,  for  conscientious  discharge  of  duty 
in  every  relation  of  life,  more  worthy  of  respect 
and  esteem  than  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  on  the  4th  of  March,  1810,  being 
a son  of  Dr.  John  and  Sarah  (Bonner)  Byers,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  John  Byers  was  of 
Irish  descent,  and  had  seven  brothers,  all  of 
w'hom  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Judge  William  Byers  remained  in  his  native  State 
until  about  eight  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  near  Mount  Vernon, 
Ohio.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
limited  education,  so  far  as  the  facilities  of  school- 
ing were  concerned,  and  might  be  called  a self- 
made  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Early  in 
life  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  Mr. 
Deluo,  a very  famous  lawyer,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  where  he  prac- 
ticed a short  time.  He  was  married  the  first  time 
at  Fredericksburg,  Ohio,  and  came  with  his  family 
to  Batesville,  Ark.,  in  about  1838,  where  he  prac- 
ticed his  profession.  He  soon  became  very  prom- 
inent, and  was  sent  to  the  legislature,  where  he 
served  one  term.  He  was  next  elected  circuit 
judge,  and  served  on  the  bench  for  a number  of 
years.  After  this  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  but, 
owing  to  some  fraudulent  circumstances,  never  took 
his  seat.  He  never  sought  office,  but  was  pushed 
and  urged  by  his  friends  to  accept,  and  was  ever 
after  a public  man.  He  always  tilled  every  office 
with  honor  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. Although  commencing  life  with  limited 
means,  he  became  very  wealthy,  until  the  late  war, 
when  he  lost  all  his  property;  but  it  was  charac- 
teristic of  the  man  that  he  took  everything  with 
the  utmost  calmness  and  composure.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Lucy  Manning,  of  Ohio,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children,  only  one  living,  Mrs.  Hugh 
Stewart,  of  Memphis.  He  was  married  the  second 
time,  in  1850,  to  Mrs.  Emily  (Burton)  Wilson,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  P.  P.  Burton,  a very  prominent 
physician.  Six  children  were  l)orn  to  this  union, 
four  now  living:  John,  in  Texas;  Clayton,  a civil 
engineer,  in  Old  Mexico;  Wren;  and  Nellie,  wife 


of  Dr.  McMurtle.  Mrs.  Byers  is  a cousin  of  old 
Judge  Clayton,  of  Mississippi,  who  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  that  State.  By  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Wil  son,  Mrs.  Byers  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  George,  and  Nannie,  wife  of  Carroll  H. 
Wood.  George  Wilson  went  through  the  late  war. 
5L'.  Byers  was  a prominent  Mason,  and  was  the 
; father  of  that  secret  organization  in  Batesville. 
He  was  for  a number  of  years  editor  of  the  Bates- 

I , 

ville  News.  He  died  of  paralysis  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter  in  Memphis.  Mrs.  Byers  owns  the 
block  where  she  lives,  and  is  a very  wide-awake, 
energetic  lady.  She  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  much  respected  by  all  who  know 
i her.  She  is  of  Scotch  descent.  Her  maternal 
j grandmother  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
; Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  spoke  very  fluently  some 
, seven  languages.  When  nineteen  years  of  age 
she  came  to  America,  and  located  at  Lynchburg, 

I Va.  She  died  near  Sandusky,  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  five  years.  The  grandfathers  on  both 
I sides  came  from  England,  and  also  settled  in  Vir- 
' ginia.  They  were  all  Revolutionary  officers  during 
the  war.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Byers  first  moved  to 
I Mississippi,  and,  being  a graduate  of  the  old  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  practiced 
his  profession  for  a number  of  years.  He  then 
came  to  Batesville,  practiced  a short  time,  and 
, then  moved  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  where  he  passed 
his  last  days.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  hand- 
somest man  in  that  city.  He  had  been  married 
three  times,  and  was  the  father  of  twenty  six 
children — three  now  living  bv  the  first  marriage, 
three  by  the  second,  and  three  by  the  third. 

Rev.  William  Canon,  who  has  ministered  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  his  fellowmeu  in  Independ- 
ence County  for  many  years,  is  a native  of  Ruther- 
ford County,  Tenn.,  born  on  the  19th  of  February, 
1832.  His  father,  Johu  Canon,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  in  1790,  and  served  faithfully  and  well 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Horseshoe  Bend,  and  in  several  minor  engage- 
ments. He  died  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1805.  His  wife,  who  had  been  originally  Miss 
Elizabeth  Dickson,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in 
1792,  and  died  in  the  year  1S75.  Rev.  William 
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Canon  received  a good  English  education  in  Betliel 
College,  McLemoresville,  Tenn.  He  remained 
with  his  father  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn.,  until 
1857,  when  he  moved  to  Searcy,  White  County, 
Ark.,  and  from  there  to  Independence  County,  in 
the  same  year.  There  he  has  since  remained.  He 
was  a delegate  to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Conference,  which  convened  at  Evansville,  Ind. , 
in  1859,  and  was  sent  as  a delegate  to  the  Memphis 
Conference,  in  1878.  By  his  union  to  Miss  Kate 
McFarland,  of  Independence  County,  Ark.,  he 
became  the  father  of  two  children,  only  one  now 
living,  Albert  D.,  who  is  engaged  in  commercial 
pursuits  at  Batesville.  The  youngest,  Willie  H., 
is  no  more.  Mr.  Canon  is  the  owner  of  140  acres 
of  land  in  Independence  County,  and  has  a com- 
fortable home.  During  the  war  he  was  in  the 
Confederate  service,  joining  McCauley’s  volun- 
teers in  1863.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Col. 
Newton’s  regiment,  and  was  made  chaplain,  which 
position  he  held  until  his  health  failed,  and  he  was 
honorably  discharged.  He  is  a man  of  great  public 
spirit,  and  one  who  takes  decided  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  is  a Mason,  in  good  standing.  He 
and  his  estimable  lady  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  from  the  Democratic  party. 

Thomas  B.  Carpenter.  A lifetime  devoted 
with  perseverance  and  energy  to  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture  have  contributed  materially  to  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  Mr.  Carpenter’s  efforts. 
He  was  the  fourth  of  six  children  born  to  Jesse 
and  Polly  A.  (Sidwell)  Carpenter,  and  was  born  on 
the  2d  of  October,  1828,  in  Alabama.  His  father, 
who  was  a native  of  Virginia,  came  to  Arkansas 
while  it  was  still  a territory  tabout  1833  or  1834), 
and  located  in  St.  Francis  County,  where  he  fol- 
lowed carpentering,  and  was  a general  worker  in 
wood,  and  at  the  same  time  conducted  farming. 
Thomas  B.  Carpenter  was  brought  to  Arkansas  in 
his  early  youth,  and  was  educated  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  his  adopted  State.  In  1853  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Tabitha  A.  Tuggle,  a 
native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  their  family 
now  consists  of  five  children:  Margaret  L.,  born 

in  1855:  James  T.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 


months;  Dicie,  who  was  born  in  1861;  Jesse  Lee, 
whose  birth  occurred  December  7,  1864,  and  Polly 
Alice,  born  February  26,  1868.  In  1854  Mr.  Car- 
penter made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  which 
consisted  of  197  acres,  and  by  hard  work,  managed 
in  a few  years  to  put  forty  acres  under  the  plow, 
and  to  erect  a good  double  log  house,  barns,  etc. , 
also  a cotton-gin.  In  1877  he  sold  this  farm  and 
purchased  a tract  of  211  acres  in  Christian  Town- 
ship, and  has  made  some  valuable  improvements 
on  this  farm,  also,  improving  seventy- live  acres. 
After  making  this  his  home  for  twelve  years,  he 
sold  it  in  July,  1889,  for  a consideration  of  83,000, 
and  now  thinks  of  giving  up  farm  life,  and  engag- 
ing in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  He  has  given  his  chil- 
dren good  educational  advantages,  and  they  are 
now  well  qualified  for  any  commercial  position  or 
pursuit.  The  youngest  son,  Jesse,  has  for  some 
years  been  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  mercantile  house 
of  a Mr.  Van  Ronkle,  of  Newport,  Ark.,  and  is 
now  the  trusted  manager  of  his  employer’s  busi- 
ness. With  this  son,  Mr.  Carpenter  contemplates 
embarking  in  business.  Richard,  the  eldest  son,  is 
a successful  farmer  of  Jackson  County;  Margaret 
is  the  wife  of  W.  P.  Young,  and  resides  in  the 
county;  Polly  A.  is  still  at  home. 

Thomas  E.  Carter,  an  extensive  property  owner 
of  Sulphur  Rock,  was  born  in  Prince  William 
County,  Va.,  at  the  mouth  of  Bull  Run.  on  the 
3d  of  October,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  James  P.  and 
Elizabeth  (Davis)  Carter,  both  of  whom  were  also 
born  in  Prince  William  County,  Va. , the  former’s 
birth  occurring  on  the  23d  of  May,  1785.  and  the 
latter’s  on  the  23d  of  October,  1786.  The  father 
died  in  1860,  and  his  wife  at  the  aire  of  eicrhtv-five 
years.  They  were  married  in  their  native  county, 
and  there  resided  until  1838,  when  they  came  to 
Arkansas  and  located  in  Independence  County, 
where  both  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  .Mr. 
Carter  was  a car[>enter  and  house-joiner,  at  which 
he  worked,  in  connection  with  farming,  all  his  life. 
The  farm  on  which  he  located  on  coming  t(j  liule 
pendence  County  is  situated  three  miles  northeast 
of  Batesville,  and  is  known,  far  ami  near,  as  the  ohl 
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Carter  place,  and  is  noted  for  chalybeate  springs 
located  thereon.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
born  in  England,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
before  the  Eevolntion,  in  which  war  he  served  on 
the  side  of  the  colonists.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  William  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  and 
were  extensive  planters  of  Virginia.  Mrs.  Davis 
was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  lived  to  V>e  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  AV hen  the  Carter  family  first  came 
to  Arkansas,  Independence  County  was  very  thinly 
populated,  and  the  farm  on  which  they  settled  was 
an  immense  canebrake.  Schools  and  churches 
were  very  few  and  far  between,  but  our  subject. 
Thomas  E.,  acquired  a fair  education,  his  teachers 
being  U.  E.  Fort  and  Burr  Lee.  At  the  age  of 
twenty- one  years  he  commenced  to  clear  a farm 
near  Batesville,  but  sold  out  in  1856,  and  moved  to 
Big  Bottom,  where  he  opened  a mercantile  estab- 
lishment on  the  plantation  owned  by  Col.  Morgan 
Magness,  where  he  continued  his  enterprise  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  service,  and  after  the  close  of 
hostilities  returned  home  and  resumed  his  mercan 
tile  enterprises  at  Akron,  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Owen,  Moore  & Co.,  but  in  three  years  sunk 
$150,000.  He  then  retired  to  his  farm  and  took 
up  agriculture  and  stock  raising  as  an  occupation, 
in  which  he  has  amassed  another  large  fortune. 
His  first  business  transaction  in  life  -was  to  pur- 
chase a farm  for  1600,  on  credit,  and  he  now  owns 
800  acres  of  some  of  the  finest  bottom  land  in  the 
State,  besides  other  valuable  property.  Mrs.  Eliza 
(Adams)  Hulsey,  a native  of  Fayette  County,  Tenn.. 
born  in  1825,  became  his  wife  in  1856,  but  her 
death  occurred  three  years  later,  she  having  borne 
a family  of  two  children:  Susan,  wife  of  Allen  Brad- 
ford, and  Elizabeth,  who  died  when  quite  young. 
On  the  15th  of  August,  I860,  Mr.  Carter  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Adams,  a sister  of  his  first  wife.  She 
too  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  and  died 
the  year  after  her  marriage.  In  1863  Nancy  Ann 
Magness  became  his  third  wife.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Josiah  Magness,  and  was  born  in  Fayette  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  October  23,  1834,  and,  by  Mr.  Carter, 
is  the  mother  of  four  children;  jMary,  wife  of 
Thomas  Nisbett;  Noah,  Alice  and  Eddie.  Mr. 


Carter  has  been  a meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  forty-nine  years,  and  in  his  ! 
political  views  is  a Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F , and  has  become  a prominent  citizen 
of  the  county,  owung  to  his  sound  judgment,  pro-  i 
gressive  ideas  and  unimpeachable  honesty.  \ 

Christopher  Case,  farmer,  Batesville.  No  name  ' 
is  justly  entitled  to  a more  enviable  place  in  the 
history  of  Independence  County  than  the  one  which 
heads  this  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a man  w’ho, 
though  young  in  years,  has  yet  been  honorably 
identified  not  only  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  this  county,  but  with  its  advancement  in  every 
worthy  particular.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Batesville,  Ark.,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1851, 
received  his  education,  and  passed  his  youth  in  that 
city.  He  learned  the  harness- maker's  trade,  and 
followed  this  in  Batesville  until  his  marriage,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1883  he  moved  to  where  he  now  resides,  and  has 
since  been  engfaffed  in  tilling^  the  soil  and  stock 
dealing  quite  extensively.  He  owns  over  268  acres  I 
of  good  land,  with  200  under  cultivation.  He  deals 
principally  in  cattle,  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  i 
dairy  business,  and  has  forty  head  of  good  milch 
cows.  He  makes  two  trips  a day  into  Batesville,  | 
and  is  doing  a good  business.  He  was  married,  in 
1880,  to  Miss  Cora  Knowles,  a native  of  Missouri, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Eva, 
Henry  K.  and  Kobert  R.  Mrs.  Case  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Case's 
parents,  George  and  Sarah  (Ridgeway)  Case,  are 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  emi- 
grated to  Mansfield,  Ohio,  thence  to  Illinois,  and 
to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  about  1837. 
AVhile  in  Illinois  he  met  and  married  Miss  Ridge- 
way, who  had  moved  with  her  parents  to  that  State. 
After  coming  to  Arkansas,  Mr.  Case  located  in 
Batesville,  where  he  carried  on  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  .some  time.  He  died  at  Hopefield,  Ark  . 
in  1864.  The  mother  is  yet  living,  and  resides  in 
Batesville.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  ciiil- 
dren,  now  living;  Mrs.  Eliza  Joblin,  Airs.  Mary 
Alaxfield,  Mrs.  IM.  A.  Joblin.  Robert  R..  Chris 
topher.  Dr.  J.  W.  and  George  R. 

Simeon  Cason  is  an  enterprising  farmer  of  In- 
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dependence  County,  Ark.,  and  the  energetic  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  ever  taken  advantage  of  all 
methods  and  ideas  tending  to  enhance  the  value  of  , 
his  property  has  been  the  means  of  obtaining  the 
competence  he  now  enjoys.  His  farm  consists  of 
117  acres  of  e.xcellent  land,  of  which  sixty-tive  ' 
acres  are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
born  in  Georgia,  August  25.  1823,  and  is  a son  of 
Hillary  and  Mary  (Smith)  Cason,  natives  of  the 
“Old  North  State,”  the  former’s  birth  occurring  , 
April  3,  1779.  Their  marriage  took  place  about  ' 
1803,  and  of  thirteen  children  born  to  them  (seven 
sons  and  six  daughters)  only  two  are  living:  Simeon, 
and  a daughter,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Ward, 
and  now  a resident  of  Washington.  Hillary 
Cason  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  ’ 
his  wife  was  a Methodist.  Simeon  Cason  was  edu-  ' 
cated  in  the  common  schools  of  Madison  County, 
111.,  and,  after  attaining  manhood,  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Leggett,  a native  of  Arkansas,  who  ^ 
died  on  the  6th  of  November,  1887,  leaving  him 
with  a family  of  six  children;  George,  John  B., 
who  died  November  9,  1867;  Zachariah,  Henry 
Clay,  James  Y.  and  Mary  Y.  Mr.  Cason  after- 
ward married  Mary  A.  Swan,  and  to  them  were 
given  seven  children,  three  of  whom  subsequently 
died.  Those  who  survive  are:  Mary  A..  Drucilla, 
William  T.  and  Benjamin  F.  Mr.  Cason  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable  for 
the  past  fourteen  years,  and  has  been  junior  warden 
in  the  IMasonic  lodge.  He  and  Mrs.  Cason  have 
lone:  been  membe'rs  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
have  always  liberally  contributed  to  churches  and 
schools.  In  1861  he  joined  the  army,  and  was  in  : 
a number  of  hotly-contested  engagements.  He  was 
also  a soldier  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  being  first 
sergeant  in  Capt.  A.  R.  Porter’s  company.  First  : 
Regiment,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Col. 
Archibald  Yell.  He  was  captured  with  Maj.  , 
Bourland,  Maj.  J.  P.  Gaines  and  Capt.  Cassius 
M.  Clay,  at  Incarnation.  IMexico,  and  taken  from 
there  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  remaining  until  the 
city  was  captured  by  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. 

W.  E.  Chambers,  merchant.  Batesville.  That 
the  city  of  Batesville  has  a bright  future  before  . 
it  is  beyond  all  (piestion.  Situated  as  it  is,  with  i 


excellent  railroad  facilities,  it  could  not  be  other- 
wise: noting  this  fact  many  wide-aw'ake  merchants 
are  locating  in  this  town,  which  affords  the  best 
inducements  to  energy  and  enterprise.  Among 
those  recently  established  may  be  mentioned  Mr. 
Chambers,  who,  although  a young  man,  is  old  in 
his  mercantile  experience.  He  was  born  in  Harde- 
man County,  Tenn. , July  24.  1866,  and  his  parents. 
AVilliam  C.  and  Fannie  M.  (Moorej  Chambers,  are 
natives  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
The  father  carried  on  the  mercantile  business  the 
most  of  his  life  at  Saulsbury.  Tenn.  In  1886  he 
came  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  and  died  there  January  17, 
1887.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Their  family 
consisted  of  two  living  children — Mrs.  Ella  Beane, 
of  New'ark,  Ark.,  and  W.  E.  The  latter  was  fav- 
ored with  good  educational  advantages  in  Tennes- 
see,  and  in  1886  came  with  his  parents  to  Bates- 
ville, Ark. , and  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real 
estate  business  with  T.  B.  Padgett  for  some  time. 
He  subsequently  clerked  a short  time  for  O.  P. 
Moore  & Bro.  In  December,  1887.  he  en<Taored 

O O 

in  merchandising,  and  has  since  carried  it  on.  He 
has  a select  line  of  merchandise,  and  is  doing  well. 
He  W’as  married,  December  14,  1887,  to  Miss  Mattie 
M.  Colton,  of  Ripley,  Miss.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cham- 
bers are  members  of  the  church.  Mr.  Chambers 
is  the  owner  of  considerable  property  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee. 

Robert  A.  Childress,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Independence  County,  was  born  in  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, Va. , in  1813.  He  is  a son  of  John  W and 
Sarah  (Ferguson)  Childress,  both  native  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  Childress  familv  are  of  English  oricrin. 
but  the  familv  has  lived  in  the  State  of  Virginia 
for  several  generations.  The  grandparents,  Robert 
and  Rachel  Childress,  both  lived  and  died  in  that 
State.  John  W.  remaineil  in  his  birth  place  until 
the  year  1817,  when  he  moved  to  ^lissouri,  and  in 
1819  again  changed  his  location,  settling  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  Ark.  In  1829  he  came  to  Inde- 
pendence County,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  that  section,  where  he  maile  his  residence 
until  old  age  began  to  creep  upon  his  shoulders, 
when  ho  went  to  live  with  :i  son  in  Galveston. 
Tex.,  whore  ho  died.  His  wife  resided  in  Indi* 
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pendence  County  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  in 
1840.  Robert  A.  was  the  oldest  child  of  this 
couple,  and  in  his  youth  received  a somewhat  lim- 
ited education  in  Independence  County,  on  account 
of  the  very  meager  facilities  for  learning  offered  in 
that  State.  But  after  reaching  his  majority  he 
returned  to  Virginia,  where  the  educational  advan- 
tages were  greater,  and  attended  some  of  the  higher 
schools  of  that  State  until  he  had  procured  a satis- 
factory education.  In  1841  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  A.  Waugh,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
1823,  and  died  in  1860.  This  marriage  gave  them 
nine  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living:  Thomas 
B. , Julia  C.  (wife  of  Joseph  B.  Pritchett),  Lewis 
W.  and  John  W.  In  1862  Mr.  Childress  married 
again,  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Josephine  Sulli- 
van, an  amiable  and  pleasant  widow  lady,  raised  in 
Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Halli- 
burton, who  has  also  passed  away.  This  union 
gave  them  four  children,  of  whom  two  lived  to  ma- 
turity, and  those  yet  living  are  Samuel  K.  and 
Sarah  J. , wife  of  J.  E.  Moore.  His  third  wife  was 
Mrs.  Lucilla  J.  Cross,  a widow,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  John  IMiller,  an  influential  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Independence  County.  Mr.  Chil- 
dress has  resided  at  his  present  home  since  1840, 
excepting  five  years  spent  at  Batesville,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  busine.ss.  He  owns  642  acres  of 
land,  and  has  about  325  acres  under  cultivation,  all 
of  it  comprising  some  of  the  richest  land  in  the 
State.  He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a number  of  years,  and  has  proven  him- 
self to  be  an  efficient  officer,  and  a valuable  man 
for  the  position.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
entire  community,  and  enjoys  that  distinction  which 
an  old  settler  is  entitled  to.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  until  the  war,  but  since  then 
has  not  been  identified  with  any  secret  society. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
since  1833,  and  an  elder  for  over  forty  years.  His 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
children,  excei)ting  two,  belong  to  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Childress 
is  a stanch  Democrat. 

J.  N.  Churchill,  farmer  and  merchant,  of  Black 
River  Township,  and  po.stmaster  at  Charlotte,  Ark., 


is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Independ- 
ence County,  and  is  a recognized  leader  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  locality.  He  was  originally 
from  North  Carolina,  born  in  Iredell  County,  in 
January,  1835,  and  the  son  of  Charles  C.  and  Ma- 
tilda (Johnson)  Churchill,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Connecticut  and  North  Carolina.  The  former  was 
a relative  of  the  three  Churchill  brothers,  who  came 
to  one  of  the  early  colonies  of  Connecticut.  Charles 
C.  Churchill  was  born  in  1791,  and  emi<^rated  to 
North  Carolina  in  1829,  where  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Johnson.  His  principal  vocation  was 
tilling  the  soil,  but  he  was  well  educated,  and  his 
true  worth  was  soon  appreciated.  He  was  elected 
sheriff  of  his  county,  and  served  with  credit  in  that 
capacity  for  some  time.  In  1842,  he  removed  to 
Tennessee,  bought  a plantation,  and  successfully 
tilled  the  soil  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1845.  He  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  exerted 
quite  an  influence  in  the  politics  of  his  county. 
He  was  a Mason,  and  a man  universally  respected. 
His  excellent  wife  survived  him  until  in  April. 
1887,  and  then  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  She  was  for  sixty  years  a devoted 
Christian,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoy)al 
Church.  J.  N.  Churchill  is  the  third  of  a family 
of  seven  children  (five  of  whom  are  living):  Samuel 
B.,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years  (1SS5),  and 
was  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Texas;  Harriet 
J.,  comsort  of  one  Grady  Pickens,  w’ho  was  killed 
in  Hood’s  retreat  from  Nashville:  J.  N.  (subject  of 
our  sketch);  W.  P. , a farmer,  married,  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Independence  County;  Curtis  J. , died  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1877,  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years,  a farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace;  Mary  A., 
widow  of  William  Hammond,  who  was  a farmer  of 
Black  River  Township;  Marcia  M.  V..  wife  of  W. 
H.  Walden,  a merchant  and  farmer  of  Black  River 
Township  and  postmaster  of  Hazel  Grove.  J.  N. 
Churchill  was  reared  from  early  boyhooil  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and  secured  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  or  in  1852. 
he  came  to  Independence  County  and  joined  his 
brother,  who  had  made  his  appearance  in  that 
county  the  year  previous.  In  1854  J.  N.  returned 
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to  Tennessee,  and  spent  one  year  in  Oak  Grove 
Academy  (Fayette  County),  having  earned  the 
money  in  Arkansas  which  enabled  him  to  obtain 
that  part  of  his  education.  Having  completed  the 
year  at  school,  he  returned  to  Ai'kansas  in  1855, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  four  years  in  wielding  the 
fermie,  conducting  private  schools  in  that  State. 
On  May  12,  1858,  he  wedded  Miss  Charlotta 
T.  Hogan,  daughter  of  Elijah  Hogan,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Arkansas.  Heaven  blessed  this 
union  with  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Charles  D. , born  August  1,  185'.),  is  a merchant  of 
Charlotte,  but  contemplates  merchandising  in  con- 
junction with  his  brother,  Curtia  J.  (who  was  born 
in  1860),  under  the  firm  name  of  Churchill  Bros., 
in  Sulphur  Rock;  Mary  M.  was  born  on  the  11th 
of  March,  1861,  and  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Ward,  a 
school  teacher  and  farmer  of  Black  River  Township; 
and  Lucy,  wife  of  Dr.  Robert  C.  Door,  a successful 
physician  of  Black  River  Township.  Mrs.  Churchill 
departed  this  life  on  the  23d  of  March,  1889.  She 
was  a model  mother  and  wife,  and  had  long  been  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Since  his  marriage.  Mr.  Churchill  has  followed 
the  different  avocations  of  teaching,  cotton  gin- 
ning, threshing  grain,  and  has  also  been  engaged 
in  merchandising.  He  built  the  first  steam  gin  in 
Independence  County,  reduced  the  toll  of  ginning, 
and  brought  the  second  separating  thresher  into 
the  county.  In  1872,  he  embarked  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  on  his  farm,  the  present  site  of  Char- 
lotte postofiice,  and  established  a branch  store  at 
Sulphur  Rock,  which  he  conducted  for  five  years. 
At  present  he  is  erecting  a large  store  building  in 
Sulphur  Rock,  in  which  to  do  a general  mercantile 
business.  The  first  land  Mr.  Churchill  ever  se 
cured  was  from  land  bought  with  wages  received  in 
compensation  for  teaching  his  first  school  in  Arkan- 
sas ($80  in  gold),  with  which  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land.  This  policy  he  followed  for  several 
years,  or  until  1859,  when  he  bought  32<)  acres, 
and  lived  on  the  same  for  fifteen  years,  clearing 
about  seventy-five  acres.  He  then  l)ought  160 
acres,  cleared  forty  acres  of  the  same,  and  in  1873 
moved  to  that  place  {Charlotte),  where  he  has  ever 
since  lived.  He  now  owns  about  3,0<H)  acres  of 


land,  and  has  cleared  over  200  acres.  He  served 
in  the  late  war  about  six  months,  but  having  been 
I elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  being  a teacher, 
he  was  allowed  to  remain  at  home  unmolested. 
However,  he  lost  most  of  his  jiersonal  property, 
and  so,  like  a number  of  the  old  citizens  of  this 
county,  had  to  begin  anew  when  the  war  was 
over.  In  addition  to  his  own  family,  Mr.  Churchill 
has  reared,  and  given  the  same  opportunities  in  the 
common  schools  as  his  own  children,  ten  orphan 
children.’  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  a great  deal  of  influence,  politically.  He 
i holds  a membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. He  was  W.  M.  of  Bayou  Dota  Lodge  No. 
126  for  twenty  years,  and  is  the  only  charter 
member  left  of  that  lodge.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Chapter  and  Council  at  Sulphur  Rock.  Mr. 
Churchill  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  and 
given  his  support  to  all  public  enterprises  for  the 
good  of  the  county,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  on  removal  of  county  site  from 
Batesville  to  Sulphur  Rock. 

Churchill  Bros.,  general  merchants.  Sulphur 
Rock,  Ark.  The  above  mercantile  firm,  successors 
of  J.  N.  Churchill  & Sons,  consists  of  these 
brothers,  C.  D.  and  J.  C.  Churchill,  who  succeeded 
their  father  in  the  business  at  Charlotte.  Black 
River  Township,  Independence  County,  on  the 
15th  of  February,  1889.  C.  D. , the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  is  a native  of  Independence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  and  was  born  on  the  1st  of  August,  1859. 
He  is  the  eldest  child  bom  to  J.  N.  Churchill, 
whose  sketch  may  be  seen  preceding  this,  and 
was  reared  to  the  duties  on  a farm.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  Bayou  Dota  Academy,  and  later  spent 
one  year  at  Mountain  Home  Male  and  Female 
Academy,  at  Mountain  Home,  Baxter  County,  Ark. 
During  the  winter  seasons,  when  not  attendiuir 
school,  he  spent  his  time  in  his  father’s  store  as 
salesman,  there  learning  the  principles  of  the  busi- 
ness which  have  since  made  him  a successful 
merchant.  He  was  married,  on  the  I6th  of 
December,  1880,  to  Miss  Callie  Linn,  daughter  of 
J.  H.  Linn  (deceased),  who  was  a farmer,  and  also 
filled  the  positioti  of  county  judge  of  Baxter 
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County,  Ark.  By  this  union  two  children  were  i 
born:  Daisy  P. , eight  years  of  age,  and  is  now 

living  with  her  grandmother  Linn,  and  attending 
school  at  Mountain  Home,  and  Oscar  Linn,  who  is 
six  years  of  age,  lives  with  his  father,  and  attends 
school  at  home.  Mrs.  Chui'chill’s  death  occurred 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1SS7.  The  early  training 
of  Mr.  Churchill  fitted  him  for  a commercial  life, 
and  his  future  prospects  are  indeed  bright.  J. 
C.  Churchill,  the  junior  member  of  the  same  firm, 
was  born  in  this  county  on  the  11th  of  September, 
1863,  and  he,  like  his  brother,  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  was  educated  in  Bayou  Dota  Academy, 
where  he  spent  ten  months  in  the  study  of  den- 
tistry, under  the  tutelage  of  Dr.  W.  G.  Bosebor- 
ough,  of  Batesville.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon 
the  study  of  dentistry  from  the  fact  that  one  of  his 
eyes  was  injured  from  the  accidental  discharge  of 
a gun.  Since  then  his  entire  time  has  been 
directed  to  commercial  pursuits.  On  the  2‘2d  of 
January,  1885,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda  Sor- 
rells was  consummated.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
R.  L.  Sorrells,  a native  of  Illinois,  and  a farmer 
of  Black  River  Township.  C.  D.  Churchill  first 
engaged  in  business  at  Sulphur  Rock,  in  the  spring 
of  1879,  under  the  name  of  Churchill  & Son,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1880  the  title  was  changed  to 
C.  D.  Churchill.  In  September  of  the  last  men- 
tioned year  he  removed  to  Hazel  Grove,  w'here  he 
continued  until  the  summer  of  1887,  when  he 
removed  to  Charlotte;  then,  in  January,  1888,  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Churchill  & Sons, 
composed  of  J.  N.  Churchill  and  the  subjects  of 
this  sketch.  Under  this  name  they  continued  busi- 
ness until  the  15th  of  February,  1889,  when  the 
present  firm . was  formed.  They  recently  erected 
a large  store-building  at  Sulphur  Rock,  32x60 
feet,  consistingr  of  three  large  commodious  rooms, 
in  which  they  became  located  about  the  1st  of 
September,  and  now  carry  on  a general  mercan- 
tile business.  Both  are  members  of  Bayou  Dota 
Lodge  No.  126.  A.  F.  A A.  M. , and  also  hold 
membership  in  Council  U.  D.  and  Danley  R.  A. 
Chapter  No.  59,  at  Sulphur  Rock.  C.  D.  Church- 
ill is  a member  of  Walnut  Grove  Church,  Meth- 
odist Episcopal,  South.  They  vote  with  the 


Democratic  party,  and  exert  quite  an  influence  in 
local  politics.  J.  C.  Churchill  is  notary  public 
for  Independence  County.  They  take  an  intere.st 
in  all  improvements  for  the  public  good,  and  con- 
tribute liberally  to  their  support. 

J.  C.  Cobb,  an  honored  ex-Federal  soldier  of 
the  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  Ky. , in  1838,  and  grew  to  manhood  on 
Blue  Grass  soil,  but  his  educational  advantages  in 
his  youth  were  of  the  most  meager  description. 
He  was  left  an  orphan  when  a small  lad.  and  was 
reared  by  strangers,  but  left  the  family  with  whom 
he  made  his  home,  before  he  attained  his  majority, 
on  account  of  ill  treatment,  and  started  out  to  seek 
his  own  fortune.  He  first  went  to  Mississippi 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  found  a home  with  Dr. 
Snuzer,  near  Charleston,  and  remained  with  him 
until  the  war  became  an  assured  fact,  when  he 
joined  the  Federal  forces  at  Indianapolis.  Ind., 
being  a member  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalrv, 
and  served  honorably  and  well  throughout  the 
war,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Bull's 
Gap,  in  East  Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the 
engagements  at  Elizabet’n  (Ky. ),  Franklin,  Harts- 
ville.  Galena.  Clarksville,  Knoxville,  Jonesboro, 
and  Bull’s  Gap,  Tenn.  At  the  latter  engagement 
he  was  quite  severely  woimded,  being  shot  from 
his  horse  and  having  his  jaw  broken.  He  served 
in  Tennessee,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Georgia. 
Alabama  and  Florida.  In  1883  his  application  for 
a pension  was  recognized,  and  he  received  back 
pay  to  the  amount  of  $1,233.  He  returned  to 
Kentucky  at  the  close  of  the  w'ar,  and  was  married 
four  mouths  afterward,  to  Miss  Nancy  Whitlock, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1841,  and  by  her 
has  a family  of  three  living  children;  Martha  A., 
wife  of  Walker  Dunnagan;  Mary  L.,  and  iMyrtle 
May.  Those  deceased  are  John  J. , who  died  when 
eight  years  of  age;  Elizabeth,  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  and  Emma  J.,  when  ten  mouths  old. 
About  one  year  after  the  war  5Ir.  Cobb  removed 
with  his  wife  to  Arkansas,  but  only  remained  a 
short  time;  then  they  returned  to  Kentucky,  and 
remained  six  years.  Since  that  time  they  have 
been  residents  of  Arkansas,  and  up  to  January  1. 
1889,  resided  five  miles  from  Sul})hur  Lock,  but  at 
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that  date  moved  to  the  towu,  where  they  have  since 
made  their  home.  They  are  quite  well-to-do,  and 
each  of  their  children  owns  forty  acres  of  land, 
which  was  deeded  to  them  by  their  parents.  Mr. 
Cobb  is  a son  of  Amsy  and  Lettie  (Ryan)  Cobb, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  at  an  early  day  became  a citizen  of  Kentucky, 
and  lived  and  died  in  that  State.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Newcastle,  Ky.,  and  of  their  five  children, 
four  are  still  living:  J.  C.,  Anna,  wife  of  A.  Mc- 
Nutt; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Bert  Watton,  and . 

The  maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Alsie 
(Smith)  Whitlock.  John  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, but  was  left  an  orphan  in  his  youth,  and  ran 
away  to  Kentucky.  He  lived  in  Monroe  and  Phil- 
lips Counties,  but  died  in  Crittenden  County,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  followed  by  his  wife, 
who  was  of  Kentucky  stock,  at  the  age  of  sixty -six 
years. 

WTlliam  L.  Coble,  a highly-respected  and  well- 
known  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Independence 
County,  is  a son  of  Anthony  and  Nancy  (Burris) 
Coble,  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively, 
whose  marriage  occurred  in  the  latter  State.  The 
parents  emigrated  to  Indiana  about  the  year  1820, 
where  their  childi'en  were  born,  and  in  1849  moved 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  locating  near  the  town  of 
Sulphur  Rock,  in  Independence  County,  where  the 
father  purchased  a small  tract  of  land  and  com- 
menced farming  in  connection  with  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter.  He  remained  here  until  1800,  con- 
tracting for  and  birilding  a great  many  houses  in 
that  time,  and  then  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to 
Jackson  County,  where  he  rented  some  land.  He 
resided  in  Jackson  County  for  three  years,  but 
finding  the  desire  to  return  to  Independence  County 
too  strong  to  resist,  he  moved  back  to  that  place 
and  purchased  160  acres  of  laud,  upon  which  he 
erected  a dwelling,  barns  and  all  necessary  ad- 
juncts to  a well-regulated  farm,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death,  January  8,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-one  years.  Mrs.  Coble  died  in  1866,  and 
was  buried  in  what  was  then  McGuire’s  cemetery, 
while  her  husband  lies  in  Surrounded  Hill  ceme- 
tery. His  son,  W’illiam  L.  Coble,  was  educated 
at  private  schools  in  Sulphur  Rock,  and  in  connec- 


tion with  his  brother,  F.  A.  J.  Coble,  cleared,  im- 
proved and  put  the  farm  on  a paying  basis  long 
before  the  father's  death.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in 
' the  Forty-sixth  Arkansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Col.  ^ 
Baber’s  regiment,  and  served  as  a courier  for  al- 
most the  entire  time.  After  peace  had  been  es- 
tablished, in  1865,  he  returned  to  his  home,  and 
was  shortly  afterward  married  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Hinkel,  a daughter  of  Selsor  and  Sarah  E.  (Hop- 
kins) Hinkel,  of  Missouri.  Nine  children  were 
born  to- this  union,  which  was  a very  happy  one  in 
every  way,  and  four  are  still  living:  Laura,  born 
March  2,  1875;  Cordelelia,  born  September  4.  1879; 
Edna  Asia,  born  July  13,  1883;  William  L.,  born 
November  7,  1888;  all  of  whom  are  bright  children, 
and  Mr.  Coble  intends  to  give  them  the  best  edu- 
, cation  obtainable.  At  the  time  Mr.  Coble  came  in 
possession  of  his  farm,  it  consisted  of  320  acres, 
with  160  acres  under  cultivation.  He  now  owns 
480  acres,  with  200  acres  cleared,  and  under  good 
cultivation.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  that  party  and  its  men,  and 
in  religious  and  educational  matters  he  is  one  of 
the  county’s  most  liberal  contributors,  as  also  one 
of  its  most  progressive.  Mr.  and  5Irs.  Coble  are 
both  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

George  Cook,  farmer.  Independence  County, 
Ark.  Mr.  Cook's  birth  occurred  in  Tennessee,  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1826,  and  he  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  State.  He  w-as  also  married 
there,  on  the  26th  of  November,  1846,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Haskins,  who  was  also  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Tennessee.  His  parents,  John  D.  and  ' 
Mary  (Montgomeiy)  Cook,  were  both  natives  of 
Tennessee,  in  which  State  they  were  married. 
George  Cook  came  to  Arkansas  in  1849,  locating 
near  Sulphur  Rock,  Independence  County,  where 
he  farmed  for  one  season.  He  then  moved  to  a farm 
west  of  Batesville,  where  he  entered  forty  acres  of 
land,  and  cleared  about  five  acres,  erected  a single 
loir  house,  etc.,  but  in  1854  sold  this.  He  then 
moved  to  a farm  on  White  River,  Washington 
Township,  w’here  he  has  resided  for  the  past  twelve 
years.  His  children  were  all  born  in  Arkansas. 

I except  John  D.  Cook,  his  eldest  son.  who  was  born 
i in  Tennessee.  The  latter  was  married  in  Arkan 
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sas,  and  is  now  living  on  a farm  in  Oil  Trough 
Bottom,  where  he  rents  a farm  and  carries  on  the 
business  of  general  merchandising  in  connection 
with  farming.  Another  son,  William  Thomas 
Cook,  is  deceased;  Mary  Ann  Cook  married  Mr. 
John  Morgan,  and  now  resides  in  Oil  Trout^^h 
I Bottom;  J.  H.  Cook  married  Miss  Mattie  Glover, 
who  is  now  deceased  (J.  H.  resides  on  the  farm 
with  his  father);  B.  A.  Cook  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Holloway,  and  now  resides  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom ; 
Jane  M.  Cook  married  Mr.  G.  F.  Mannz,  and  now 
resides  in  Christian  Township,  Independence  Coun- 
ty; Martha  Price  Cook  married  Mr.  Thomas  Glover 
(deceased),  and  is  now  residing  with  her  father; 
George  M.  Cook  resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 
Our  subject’s  education  was  obtained  in  the  sub- 
scription and  public  schools  of  this  county.  When 
he  first  came  to  Arkansas  all  was  wild  and  unset- 
tled, wild  animals  abounded,  and  all  the  hardships 
necessary  in  a new  country  w'ere  experienced  by 
this  pioneer.  He  is  a Wheeler  in  politics.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  as  are  also  their  daughters,  Martha 
and  Jane,  and  their  son.  J.  D.  Mr.  Cook  takes  an 
active  interest  in  religious  and  social  progress,  and 
has  always  been  a liberal  contributor  to  all  such 
causes. 

Virgil  Y.  Cook,  one  of  Independence  County’s 
most  enterprising  merchants  and  farmers,  and  also 
one  of  its  wealthiest  men,  is  a son  of  William  D. 
and  Pernecia  (Dodds)  Cook,  the  father  a Kentuckian, 
and  a son  of  John  Cook,  one  of  the  pioneer  mer- 
chants of  that  State.  Mr.  Cook  w'as  born  in  Boyds- 
ville.  Graves  County,  Ky.,  on  the  14th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1848,  and  received  his  education  in  the  ad- 
joiniug  county,  at  what  was  then  known  as  Spring 
Hill  Academy,  but  previous  to  that  he  had  attended 
the  subscription  schools  of  Boydsville.  His  life 
was  uneventful  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  States,  w’hen  he  joined  the  command  of 
I Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest.  He  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth 
1 Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  served  twelve  months,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  was  transferred  to  the 
I Seventh  KentucUy  Cavalry,  formerly  Seventh  Ken- 
' tucky  Infantry,  where  he  was  in  the  capacity  of  a 
j private  soldier.  Mr.  Cook  took  part  in  the  battles 


at  Okolona  (Miss.),  Paducah  (Ky.),  Tishimingo 
Creek,  Harrisburg  (Miss.)  and  a great  many  other 
engagements,  and  ',vas  in  Gen.  Forrest’s  Pulaski  I 
campaign,  in  the  fall  of  1804,  after  which  that  j 
general  was  transferred  to  Gen.  Hood’s  command, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  raid  on  Nashville,  | 
in  the  winter  of  1804.  He  also  took  part  in  the  | 
battles  at  Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville,  | 
and  later,  in  the  spring  of  1805,  was  with  Gen. 
Forrest  on  his  Alabama  campaign,  which  termi- 
nated at  Selma,  on  t’ne  2d  of  April,  1805,  and  then 
surrendered  at  Gainesville,  Ala.,  on  May  10,  1805. 
Though  serving  as  a private,  Mr.  Cook’s  record 
through  the  war  wmuld  put  to  blush  the  actions  of 
many  men  who  held  superior  rank.  He  has  in  his 
possession  yet  the  parole  record  received  at  Gaines- 
ville, on  the  occasion  of  his  surrender,  and  values 
it  highly,  simply  as  a relic  of  those  days.  The 
brigade  to  which  he  belonged  was  the  famous 
Kentucky  brigade  organized  and  commanded  bv 
Gen.  Abe  Buford,  who  afterward  commanded  the 
second  division  of  Gen.  Forrest's  cavalry  corps. 
After  the  surrender  INIr.  Cook  returned  to  his  home 
in  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  until  the  year 
1860,  and  then  moved  to  Grand  Glaize,  Ark. , 
where  his  father,  previous  to  the  war,  had  carried 
on  business  in  partnership  with  Mr.  M.  I’.  Thoma- 
son, under  the  firm  name  of  Cook  A Thomason. 
Upon  his  arrival  Mr.  Cook,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Thomason,  re-organized  the  firm  and  did  business 
until  the  year  1874,  when  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  and  Mr.  Cook  went  to  the  town  of 
Olyphant,  on  the  St.  Louis  & Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
road, where  he  conducted  a large  business,  with  fair 
success,  until  1884,  He  then  came  to  Oil  Trough 
Bottom,  and  located  on  his  Midland  farm,  about 
one  mile  and  a half  west  of  Elmo,  where  he  estali- 
lished  himself  in  business,  and  still  remains.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  merchants  and  plant- 
ers in  that  section,  and  his  actions  have  always 
been  characterized  by  an  energy  and  enterprise 
that  could  not  end  otherwise.  He  owns  2.J(X1 
acres  of  land  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  of  which  1.6d0 
acres  are  under  cultivation,  which  he  leasi*s  annu 
ally  for  a stipulateil  sum.  Altogether  Mr.  Cook 
owns  about  8,01)0  aciesin  Independence,  Jaclison. 
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Clay  and  Groene  Counties,  and  tlie  total  amount 
that  he  has  under  cultivation  is  2,000  acres.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ophelia  Lamb,  a 
daughter  of  Enos  and  Frances  (Parish)  Lamb,  of 
Tennessee,  his  wedding  taking  place  at  Jackson- 
port,  Ark.,  on  June  29,  1871.  Six  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook:  Neva,  "Whittield, 
May,  Jennie,  a baby  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Varina.  In  business  Mr.  Cook  carries  a large  line 
of  general  merchandise,  in  fact  everything  that  is 
to  be  found  in  a first-class  establishment,  besides 
dealing  in  lands  and  having  an  interest  in  one  of 
the  finest  ranches  in  Texas.  He  has  erected  a 
splendid  dwelling  and  several  buildings  on  his 
Midland  farm,  and  owns  a cotton-srin  on  the  same 
farm  that  has  no  equal  in  Arkansas.  His  brother, 
Barnett  M.  Cook,  is  associated  with  him,  but  gives 
his  attention,  specially,  to  dealing  in  stock,  cattle 
and  horses,  of  which  he  has  quite  a herd.  Barnett 
M.  was  also  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  as 
a private  soldier  in  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  engagements  and 
campaigns  in  which  his  regiment  participated. 
He  is  a bachelor  of  foitv  three  vears  of  a^e,  having: 
been  born  on  the  ISth  of  September,  ISIO,  at 
Boydsville,  Graves  County.  Ky.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Capt.  John  C.  Dodds,  commanded 
a company  of  soldiers  in  a Kentucky  regiment  un- 
der Gen.  Jackson,  in  1814-15,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1815.  His  father  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  serving  with  the  South  Caro- 
lina troops,  of  which  State  he  was  a native,  and 
died  after  that  war  on  his  way  v,dth  his  family 
from  South  Carolina  to  Kentucky,  whither  his 
widow  with  his  children  proceeded,  settling  in 
Caldwell  County,  near  Princeton. 

A.  J.  Craig,  probate  and  county  court  judge 
of  Independence  County,  was  born  on  the  farm 
upon  which  he  now  lives,  one  mile  east  of  James- 
town, in  1844.  He  is  a son  of  John  L.  and  Mar- 
garet A.  (Hardin)  Craig,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Alabama,  in  1801,  and  the  latter  in  Law- 
rence County,  Ark.,  about  1817.  When  a young  man 
Mr.  Craig  removed  to  Independence  County,  Ark. , 
where  he  married,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 


life,  his  death  occurring  in  1861;  he  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  county,  locating  in  the  dense 
woods,  where  he  cleared  a farm  and  reared  his 
family.  Mr.  Craig  was  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  of  which  church  his  widow,  who  is 
still  living,  is  also  a member.  The  latter  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hardin,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  what  is  now  Lawrence  County.  A.  J. 
Craig  was  the  fourth  child  in  a family  of  five  sons 
and  three  daughters.  He  received  a common- 
school  education,  and  during  the  last  two  years  of 
the  late  war,  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  in 
Company  C,  Morgan’s  regiment.  Price's  cavalry 
troops;  he  was  at  the  battles  of  Cape  Girardeau. 
Helena,  Pilot  Knob,  and  many  skirmishes,  oper- 
ating in  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory, 
until  the  surrender  at  Jacksonport,  in  June,  1805, 
when  he  returned  home.  In  1867  Mr.  Craig  mar- 
ried Louisa,  daughter  of  Cary  and  Margaret  Simms, 
who  came  to  Independence  County,  when  she  was  a 
little  girl.  Mrs.  Craig,  who  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  died  in  1878,  leaving  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  In  1879  Mr.  Craig  married  Dorcas 
Engles,  of  Independence  County.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  William  D.  and  Margaret  Engles,  natives, 
respectively,  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  who  re- 
moved to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  when  young. 
Mr.  Engles  died  in  1845;  he  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Engles  is  still  living, 
aged  seventy-one  years;  she  is  a daughter  of  Job 
and  Elizabeth  Stark,  who  both  died  in  Independ- 
ence County,  as  did  the  parents  of  Mr.  Engles. 
One  sou  and  one  daughter  have  blessed  the  second 
marriage  of  our  subject.  Judge  Craig  has  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  farm  of  his  birth,  which  con- 
tains 127  acres,  about  eighty  acres  of  which  are 
under  cultivation;  forty  acres  he  inherited  from 
his  father,  and  the  balance  he  has  earned.  From 
1878  to  1886  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
being  elected  to  the  office  of  county  and  probate 
judge  in  1886,  serving  in  that  capacity  with  much 
ability,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in 
1888.  He  is  a Democrat  politically,  ami  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South. 

M.  R.  Craig,  proprietor  of  meat  market.  Bate;' 
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ville.  Dealing  in  articles  necessary  for  our  daily 
sustenance,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  number  of 
those  engaged  in  the  butchering  business  should  be 
large,  but  this  field  of  enterprise  is  also  a large 
one.  Among  those  engaged  in  this  pursuit  is  Mr. 
Craig,  a native  of  Greenbriar  Township,  Independ- 
ence County,  Ark.,  born  on  the  lOth  of  March, 
1851,  and  the  sou  of  John  L.  Craig,  who  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  The  father  came  to  Bates- 
ville  when  a young  man,  taught  school  for  several 
years,  and  was  married  in  Independence  County, 
to  Miss  Margfaret  Harding,  a native  of  Arkansas. 
They  then  located  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  and  af- 
terward moved  to  Greenbriar  Townshiji,  where  he 
purchased  a farm,  and  there  died  in  1804.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead, in  Greenbriar  Township.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  seven  now  living:  John, 

was  killed  in  Tennessee,  while  serving  in  the  army; 
Lizzie,  wife  of  P.  Tucker;  Joseph,  Andrew,  James, 
Mark  R.,  Laura,  wife  of  5V.  L.  Dunaway,  and 
Jane,  wife  of  William  Cullens.  M.  R.  Craig  at- 
tained his  growth  in  Greenbriar  Township,  and  as- 
sisted on  the  farm  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
At  about  1875  he  engaged  in  the  butcher’s  busi- 
ness  in  Batesville,  and  has  since  carried  it  on.  He 
owns  a timber  tract  of  land  of  forty  acres,  and  is 
also  the  owner  of  town  property  in  Batesville.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  council  of  Batesville. 
In  the  year  1871  he  selected  Miss  Sarah  Elms  as 
his  companion  in  life,  and  the  fruits  of  this  mar- 
riage are  four  living  children:  Baswell  W. , Mag- 

gie, Andrew  J.  and  Abernathy.  One,  deceased,  was 
named  Robert  Henry.  Mr.  Craig  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  H. 

George  Washington  Crow,  a minister  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  Independence  Coun- 
ty, is  a sou  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Killinger) 
Crow,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a family  of  eight 
children  born  to  the  parents,  his  birth  occurring 
April  8,  1819,  in  what  is  now  Smyth  County,  Va. 
The  grandfather,  George  W.  Killinger,  was  a pri- 
vate soldier  in  Gen.  George  Wasliington’s  army, 
and  fought  in  many  of  the  battles  under  that 
famous  hero.  The  family  on  both  sides  are  de- 
scendants of  old  Virginians.  In  1825  Rol»ert 


Crow  emigrated  to  Roane  County,  Tenu. , and  lo- 
cated near  Kingston,  the  county  seat,  wUere  his 
son,  George  W.,  grew  to  manhood  and  received 
his  education.  In  1837  the  father  moved  to  the 
State  of  Alabama,  which  place  he  made  his  resi- 
dence until  his  decease,  and  is  now  buried  at 
Gravel  Hill,  De  Kalb  County,  in  that  State.  Two 
years  later  his  son,  George  W.  Crow,  was  married 
to  Miss  Sidney  Hines,  of  Tennessee,  by  whom  he 
has  had  four  children:  William  Harrison,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  in  1862;  Eliza 
A.,  who  was  married  to  Mr.  H.  Fike,  of  xHabama, 
at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  father,  in  1859,  but 
lost  her  husband  in  1871;  Palestine,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Joseph  Wilburn,  of  Alabama,  but  now 
residing  in  Stone  County,  Ark. , and  the  last  child 
dying  in  infancy.  In  1847  Mr.  Crov/  lost  his  tirst 
wife,  who  was  buried  in  Garrett  Cemetery,  De- 
Kalb  County,  Ala.,  and  in  1849,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Avaduey  J.  Dutton,  of  Alabama,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  children,  all  living  until  they  had 
reached  their  maturity  excepting  one;  Mary,  wife 
of  William  Tate;  Nancy  E.,  married  to  Mr.  New 
ton  Cooper,  and  now  residing  near  Mr.  Crow;  Ed- 
mond Thomas,  w’ho  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda 
Cooper;  Bankston  W. , who  was  married  to  Miss 
Fannie  Ellis,  and  residing  near  the  father's  home; 
Margaret  Spurgeon,  wife  of  Rev.  James  L.  Brown, 
this  daughter  dying  in  1879;  Jane,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  John  Tate,  and  John  F>.,  at  home.  5Ir. 
Crow  was  ordained  by  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  in  1869,  at  Gravel  Hill,  DeKalb  County, 
Ala.  That  year  he  moved  to  Arkansas  and  located 
near  Sulphur  Rock,  where  he  pui'chased  the  farm 
upon  which  he  still  resides.  He  owns  356  acres 
of  land,  with  about  ninety-tive  acres  under  cnlti 
vation,  and  in  partnership  with  his  son.  Bank>ton 
W.,  owns  160  acres,  with  twenty  live  acres  uuder 
cultivation,  and  good  buildings  and  improvements. 
Mr.  Crow  has  worked  faithfully  in  the  interests  of 
the  church,  and  many  times  has  contributed  to  its 
support  from  his  own  private  means.  In  1SS7  the 
congregation  at  IMaple  Sjndngs  attempted  to  erect 
a church  to  be  paid  for  by  subscription,  and  Mr. 
Crow  came  nobly  forward  with  Slid. 00  for  that 
purpose.  He  is  at  present  thi>  pastor  at  Ma[>le 
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Springs,  but  formerly  was  occupied  a great  part  of 
the  time  in  tilling  such  vacancies  as  occurred  in 
that  section.  Four  of  his  children  also  attend  the 
father’s  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Crow  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  previous  to  coming  to  Arkansas,  had  held 
the  office  of  treasurer  of  De  Kalb  County,  Ala. , for 
two  years.  He  has  always  been  to  the  front  in  any 
enterprise  for  the  advancement  of  religious  and 
educational  matters,  and  is  a citizen  of  whom  the 
county  may  and  does  feel  proud. 

Capt.  John  W.  Cullins,  a prominent  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Greenbriar  Township,  Inde- 
pendence County,  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
320  acres,  which  is  situated  near  Jamestown,  in 
1855;  there  w'as  at  that  time  little  improvement  on  ' 
the  land,  which  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Cullins  was  born  in  Abbeville  Coun- 
ty, S.  C.,  in  1828,  and,  receiving  a limited  educa- 
tion, he  hired  out  on  a farm  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  employed  until  1846.  In 
the  latter  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Col. 
Coffee’s  regiment  of  Alabama  Infantry,  and  served 
twelve  months  in  the  Mexican  War,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Vera  Cruz;  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  New  Orleans  in  June,  1847,  and  after- 
spending  some  time  in  Alabama,  went  to  Missis- 
sippi, two  years  later  returning  to  South  Carolina, 
where  he  married  and  lived  until  his  emigration  to 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  1855,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  farming  until  1867,  when  he  built  a 
store  on  the  present  site  of  Jamestown,  and  for 
twelve  years  engaged  in  merchandising  in  part- 
nership with  Jacob  Pate.  Mr.  Cullins  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  property,  owning  in  all  540  acres, 
about  220  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
beside  real  estate  in  Jamestown.  During  the  Civil 
War  Mr.  Cullins  served  about  four  years  in  the  Con- 
federate army;  the  first  year  as  captain  of  Com- 
pany C,  Desha’s  battalion,  o[)erating  in  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  and  • subsecpiently  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing Company  C,  Arkansas  Cavalry,  of  which 
he  was  appointed  captain,  in  which  capacity  ho  ' 
served  until  the  close  of  the  struggle.  He  was  in 
the  battles  of  Marks'  Mill,  Big  Blue,  with  Gen.  Price  | 
on  his  raid  through  M issouri  and  Kan-^as.  surrend-  j 


ering  at  Jacksonport  in  June,  1865,  after  four 
years  of  the  hardships  of  war.  Mr.  Cullins  first 
married  in  1851,  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Johnson 
and  Margaret  Simms,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
moved  to  Tennessee,  in  1852,  and  three  years 
later  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  where  Mr. 
Simms  died  before  the  war-.  Mrs.  Cullins,  who  ' 
was  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  died  in  1856,  I 
leaving  two  sons,  John  S.  and  William  S.  In  185  i 
Mr.  Cullins  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Job  Starks. 
Mrs.  3Iary  Cullins  was  born  in  Independence 
County,  where  she  died  in  1867,  the  mother  of  i 
three  children.  Henry  N. , Francis  31.,  andEstella,  j 
wife  of  William  D.  Hatton.  3Ir.  Cullins  next  ! 
married,  in  1868,  Martha  M.  Davis,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Margaret  Flinn.  She  is  a native  of  ; 
Guilford  County,  N.  C.  One  daughter,  Ida,  j 
has  blessed  this  union.  Mr.  Cullins  was  the  only  I 
child  of  Elijah  and  3Iary  ( Swain)  Cullins.  both  j 
natives  of  Abbeville  County,  S.  C.,  who  removed 
to  Georgia  when  he  was  only  a year  old.  There 
the  mother  died  soon  after,  and  the  father  was 
subsequently  twice  married,  having  three  children 
by  his  second  wife  and  three  by  the  third.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  spent  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  in  Alabama,  where  he  died  soon  after  the 
I war,  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Capt.  Cul- 
lins belongs  to  the  Neill  Lodge,  of  Jamestown, 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Hon.  F.  D.  Denton,  of  Batesville,  is  a native 
of  that  town,  born  there  on  the  23d  of  November, 
1841,  and  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  county.  His  father,  William  F.  Denton,  was 
a native  of  Tennessee,  and  when  a young  man  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  F.  Desha,  a 
native  of  Washington  City.  D.  C.  7\  illiam  F. 
Denton  emigrated  with  his  father.  John  Denton,  to 
Washington  County,  .-krk. . in  early  territorial  days, 
and  there  the  latttu-  died.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  underGen.  Jackson,  and  hail  followed 
agricultural  puisuits  all  his  life.  The  maternal 
graiulfatlier,  Robert  IM.  Desha,  was  caj'tain  in  the 
United  States  marine  .service,  at  W ashington.  He 
emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  locateil  at  Htdena.  and 
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subsequently,  leaving  his  wife  and  two  children 
there,  while  on  his  return  to  Washington,  was 
stricken  down  with  yellow  fever,  and  died  at  New 
Orleans,  in  1822.  The  great-grandfather,  Gen. 
Jo.  Desha,  was  governor  of  Kentucky  from  1824 
to  1828,  and  was  the  first  Democratic  governor  of 
the  State.  He  commanded  a division  of  Kentucky 
troops  under  Gen.  Harrison.  He  died  in  Ken- 
tucky. William  E.  Denton  came  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  in  about  1835,  and  one  year  later 
was  made  prosecuting  attorney  of  this  county.  He 
was  a lawyer  by  profession,  and  died  in  xlugust, 
1845.  The  mother  is  still  living.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  their  marriage,  two  only  are  now 
living,  Frank  D.  and  Elvira  F.,  wife  of  J.  P. 
Boyd.  One  son,  William  F. , was  killed  during  the 
war,  when  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  The  other 
child,  was  Frances  J.  Mrs.  Denton’s  brother, 
Capt.  F.  W.  Desha,  for  whom  our  subject  is  named, 
was  a captain  in  Yell’s  Arkansas  regiment,  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  lieutenant- colonel  commanding 
the  Seventh  Arkansas  Battalion,  C.  S.  A.,  in  the 
Civil  War.  F.  D.  Denton  attained  his  growth,  and 
received  a fair  education  in  Batesville,  but  subse- 
quently pursued  his  studies  at  Fayetteville  (Ark.), 
College  and  Center  College,  at  Danville,  Ky.  He 
was  attending  the  last  named  institution,  and  was 
deeply  immersed  in  his  studies,  when  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  caused  him  to  abandon  his  books 
and  seek  his  home.  Soon  after  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  Desha’s  battalion,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  Gen.  Johnston’s 
army,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Perryville, 
Chickamauga,  and  was  in  Johnston’s  campaign 
through  Georgia.  He  was  wounded  at  Murfrees- 
boro, by  a gun-shot  in  the  neck,  cutting  his  wind- 
pipe, and  lay  on  the  battleheld  two  days.  He 
was  also  wounded  at  the  battle  of  New  Hope 
Church,  Ga. , by  a gun-shot  in  the  side.  He  was 
then  captured,  and  left  in  a hospital.  He  was 
carried  to  Nashville,  where  some  ladies  took  care 
of  him.  He  was  exchanged  in  18(33.  and  acjaiu 
joined  his  regiiiiont  in  Tennessee.  After  the  sur- 
render he  returned  to  his  home,  arriving  there  in 
August,  18(35,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  In 
18(  )(3,  he  was  elected  sheritf,  which  position  he 


held  until  the  reconstruction.  In  1870,  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  but  carried  this  on  for 
only  about  two  or  three  years,  as  he  was  quite  un- 
fortunate in  this  business  venture.  In  January. 
1877,  he  established  the  Batesville  Guard,  and 
ran  this  paper  in  an  able  and  capable  manner  until 
in  July,  1885.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he 
was  appointed  postmaster,  and  ccnhrmed  in  Jan- 
uary, 188(5.  Mr.  Denton  was  married,  in  18(38,  to 
Miss  Mattie  A.  Lewis,  a native  of  Holly  Springs. 

. Miss.,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  four 
, now  living:  William  F. , Desha,  Estella,  and  Rosa. 

Mr.  Denton  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , K.  of 
: P.,  K.  of  H.,  and  K.  and  L.  of  H.  He  was  elect- 
' ed  to  rej>resent  his  county  in  the  legislature,  in 
ISSl,  and  re-elected  in  1883,  serving  two  terms. 

Col.  Robert  M.  Desha,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Independence  County,  was  born  in  that  county  in 
the  year  1847,  and  is  a son  of  Col.  Franklin  W. 
and  Elizabeth  (Seavey)  Desha,  of  Washington.  D. 
i C. , and  Independence  County,  Ark.,  respectively. 

; The  parents  were  married  in  Independence  County, 
and  settled  upon  the  land  now  occupied  by  the 
I Desha  family,  and  where  the  father  died  April  3(3. 
1869.  He  was  a graduate  from  the  law  and  lit- 
erary department  of  the  Transylvania  University, 
at  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  became  a successful  lawyer 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  this 
county.  He  was  prosecutor  of  his  district  at  the 
outbreak  of  war,  and  was  also  a member  of  the 
convention  that  declared  the  State  of  Arkansas 
out  of  the  Union.  Upon  reaching  his  sixteenth 
year  he  entered  a business  house  at  Clarendon. 

I where  he  occupied  a position  of  trust  for  some 
time,  and  then  went  to  Kentucky,  to  attend  col 
lege.  He  commenced  to  practice  his  profession  at 
' Batesville.  and  continued  in  the  law  at  that  point  for 
twenty-flve  years.  At  the  outbreak  of  war  be- 
tween this  country  and  Mexico,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D.  First  Arkansas  Mounted  Infantry,  in 
which  he  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  the  ca{)taiu’s  ileath,  at  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista,  Lieut.  Desha  was  promoted  to  till 
his  place.  During  the  Civil  War  he  again  enlisted 
and  organized  what  was  known  as  Desha’s  bat- 
talion, which  he  commanded  until  after  the  battle 
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of  Shiloh,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill 

health,  and  returned  to  bis  home.  Mr.  Desha  was 

at  one  time  a member  of  Capt.  Rutherford’s  com- 

[ pany  in  Price’s  raids  through  Missouri,  and  was 

afterward  severely  wounded  at  the  Fitzhugh  tight, 

in  Arkansas.  After  his  return  home  he  agfain  re- 
1 ® 

j burned  his  practice  and  became  one  of  the  most 

1 promising  men  of  Arkansas,  as  also  one  of  the 

wealthiest.  His  father  was  Robert  Desha,  a son 
of  one  of  Kentucky’s  most  famous  governors  in 
the  early  days.  Robert  Desha  entered  the  United 
I States  marine  service,  and  was  for  a good  many 
: years  a captain  in  that  body.  Col.  Desha’s  mother 

I was  a descendant  of  the  famous  Bledsoe  family, 

whose  name  figured  so  prominently  in  the  early 
history  of  Tennessee;  while  the  Desha  family  are 
of  French  descent,  the  name  being  formerly  De 
Shaze.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of  James  and 
Martha  Seavey,  of  Virginia,  who  were  married  in 
I Alabama,  and  moved  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  in  1829, 

I being  then  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  countrv. 
Mr.  Seavey  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  served 
under  Gen.  Jackson  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  af- 
terward became  a prominent  farmer  in  Independ- 
ence County,  w'here  he  resided  until  his  death,  in 
1835,  his  wife  following  him  the  same  year. 
Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Desha,  is  still  living,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for 
over  forty  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  of  w'hom  two  sons  and  two  daughters  are 
yet  living:  Robert  M. , Benjamin,  Mary  and  Liz- 
zie. Col.  Robert  M.  Desha,  the  oldest,  now  owns 
about  700  acres  of  land,  and  has  some  250  acres  un- 
der cultivation  in  valuable  bottom  land.  In  politics 
he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  from  1882  to  1886 
he  was  one  of  the  best  sheriffs  Independence 
County  could  ever  boast  of.  He  is  very  largely 
interested  in  stock  dealing,  ginning,  milling  and 
farming,  and  is  a model  and  influential  citizen.  He 
belongs  to  Mill  Lodge  No.  285,  A.  I’.  A A.  M. , 
and  has  held  all  tlie  offices  except  master.  As  far 
as  popularity  is  concerned,  Col.  Desha  has  a host 
of  friends  in  Independence  County.  He  is  an  act- 
ive politician  and  of  value  to  his  party,  his  services 
being  well  appreciated.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  Eastern  Star. 


Dr.  Lycurgus  A.  Dickson,  a prominent  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  of  Desha,  Independence  County, 
is  a native  of  Murfreesboro.  Tenn. , and  was  born 
in  1827.  His  parents  were  Enos  H.  and  Cynthia 
(Howell)  Dickson,  both  of  Tennessee.  Enos  H. 
Dickson  was  a cabinet-maker  ))y  trade,  and  was  a 
son  of  William  Dickson,  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, who  died  in  Tennessee;  the  latter  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  King's  Mountain.  Lvcurgus  A.  was  next 
to  the  youngest  of  a family  of  seven  sons,  and  is 
the  only  one  now  living;  he  wms  left  an  orphan  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  lived  wuth  an  uncle, 
G.  B.  Lanham,  till  nearly  grown.  His  education 
was  that  w'hich  he  could  obtain  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  engaged  in 
teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  several 
years.  In  1851  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  in 
Gibson  County.  Tenn.,  and  in  1853-54  attended 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  graduating  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  in  1855.  He  began  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  Gibson  County. 
Tenn.,  where  he  remained  until  1856;  in  the  latter 
year  he  removed  to  Independence  County.  Ark., 
where  he  has  ever  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
practice,  with  remarkable  success.  During  the  war 
he  served  two  years  as  surgeon  of  the  Eighth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  operating  in  Arkansas,  Kentncky 
and  Tennessee.  In  January,  1863,  Dr.  Dickson 
married  Elizabeth  G. , daughter  of  Judge  Henry 
Neill.  Airs.  Dickson  was  born  not  far  from  where 
she  now  lives.  Their  children  are:  Alaude  AI. , 
wife  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Jeffery;  Dr.  Henry  N.,  a grad- 
uate of  the  medical  department  of  A anderbilt  Uni- 
versity, of  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Robert  L..  Florence 
(deceased),  Paul  Lanham,  Elizabeth  Adair,  and 
Enos  H.  The  Doctor  owns  280  acres  of  laud,  with 
150  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the  old- 
est physicians  in  the  county,  and  is  a leader  in  his 
profession.  His  practice  is  large  and  remunera- 
tive, and  he  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  a 
largo  numlier  of  friends  and  patrons.  Politically, 
he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
A A.  AI.  Airs.  Dickson  is  a member  of  the  Aletli 
odist  Church. 
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John  H.  Dickinson,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  ! 

I 

Batesville.  The  public  services  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  | 
since  1880,  have  been  characterized  by  a noticeable 
devotion  to  the  welfare  of  Independence  County, 
and  his  fidelity  in  his  position  of  public  trust  has 
made  a lasting  impression  upon  the  sphere  of  pub 
lie  duty.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Batesville, 
Independence  County,  on  the  11th  day  of  February, 
1849,  and  is  one  of  thiee  children  now  living,  born 
to  the  union  of  Benjamin  and  Maria  L.  (Slater) 
Dickinson,  early  settlers  of  Batesville.  The  father 
was  a general  business  man,  and  kept  hotel  for 
several  years.  The  three  children  now  living  are 
named  as  follows;  Edward  M. , Elizabeth  C.  and 
John  H.  The  latter  was  reared  principally  in  San 
Joaquin  County,  Cal.,  and  there  he  received  a 
good  practical  education.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
years  he  began  learning  the  printer’s  trade  at 
Stockton,  Cal.,  in  the  office  of  the  Stockton  Inde- 
pendent, and  there  continued  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Delaware  to  visit 
his  father,  and  subsequently  came  to  Independ- 
ence County,  where  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a 
country  store.  He  continued  in  this  business  for 
some  time,  and  in  1888  was  elected  to  his  present 
position.  On  the  3lst  of  December,  1879,  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Virginia  Byers,  w’as  consummated. 
Mr.  Dickinson  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity; a member  of  the  K.  of  H. , and  he  also  be- 
longs to  the  K.  of  P. 

’William  P.  Dobson,  a practicing  physician  and 
surgeon,  of  Union  Township,  Independence  Coun- 
ty, resides  on  a farm  four  miles  north  of  Cushman 
postoffice.  He  was  born  in  Surrey  County,  N.  C., 
in  1846,  and  is  one  of  two  children  born  to  John 
H.  and  Elizabeth  Dobson,  both  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  John  H.  was  born  in  1807  and  died  in 
his  native  State  in  1866;  he  was  of  English-Irish 
descent.  Mrs.  Dobson,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martin,  was  born  in  Wilkes  County  in  1817,  and 
died  in  1867;  her  ancestors  were  Dutch.  William 
P.  was  reared  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  was 
given  the  advantages  of  a common  school  educa- 
tion. He  obtained  his  medical  knowledge  at  the 
University  of  Louisville,  Ky. , and,  since  the  year 
1868,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  tbe  practice  of 


medicine.  He  located  in  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  in  1870,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided  and 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  his 
practice,  w'hich  is  extensive  and  lucrative.  In 
1875  Dr.  Dobson  married  5Iiss  Kittie  Williamson, 
a native  of  Arkansas,  who  was  born  in  1856.  Their 
six  children  are:  John  R..  William  T.,  David  E., 
Burrus  C.,  Archibald  H.  and  Mary  E.  The  mother 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  the  family  is  one  well-known 
and  respected.  The  Doctor  owns  480  acres  of  land, 
of  which  he  cultivates  125  acres.  His  politics  have 
been  Democratic  ever  since  he  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair. 

John  S.  Dodd,  a well-known  resident  and  farmer 
of  Independence  County,  was  born  in  that  county 
on  the  17th  of  May,  1841,  and  is  a son  of  Abner 
H.  and  Mary  Jane  (Martin)  Dodd,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky,  respectively,  the  latter  com- 
ing to  Arkansas,  with  her  parents,  when  only  three 
years  of  age.  The  father  moved  to  that  State  with 
his  father,  in  1812,  when  the  country  was  very 
sparsely  settled.  At  that  time,  as  well  as  John 
S.  Dodd  can  recollect  from  his  father’s  account, 
there  were  but  one  or  two  families  in  Greenbriar 
Township,  and  a few  in  Oil  Trough.  There  was 
also  a settler  living  at  what  is  now  known  as  5Iag- 
ness  Ferry,  from  whom  that  place  received  its 
name.  John  S.  Dodd  received  his  education  in 
Independence  County,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
that  place.  It  was  here  he  met  and  won  his  wife, 
and  also  where  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  when  the 
Confederacy’ s call  to  arms  was  heard.  He  became 
a member  of  Company  D.  Eighth  Regiment,  Arkan- 
sas Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1861,  and  served  until 
December  of  the  same  year,  w’hen  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  returned  home. 
In  1862  he  re-enlisted,  becoming  a member  of  Col. 
Ganse’s  regiment  of  infantry,  and  remained  with 
that  regiment  until  1864,  but  having  only  one  op- 
portunity to  engage  in  battle,  and  that  at  Helena. 
Ark.  He  was  afterward  detached  from  his  regi- 
ment and  served  in  the  engineer  corps  until  the 
army  disbanded,  in  1865.  when  he  returned  home. 
Mr.  Dodd  was  uidted  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Wood 
at  the  home  of  the  bride's  j)arents.  in  Imlepeud 
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eace  County,  on  September  26,  1867,  and  this 
happy  marriage  has  given  them  seven  children,  of 
whom  six  are  still  living:  Mary  Ann,  born  Novem- 
ber 3,  1869;  Joseph  Abner,  born  March  21,  1871; 
William  M. , born  February  21,  1873,  (deceased); 
Melville  J.,  born  April  10,  1876;  Benjamin  Hardin, 
born  November  17,  1878;  John  H. , born  June  20, 
1880;  Edna  E.,  born  Alay  22,  1880.  Airs.  Dodd 
was  a daughter  of  William  AI.  and  Lydia  A.  Rob- 
ertson, who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1851,  where  the 
father  carried  on  his  trade  of  wacjon-makin^  in 
connection  with  his  farming  interests.  From  his 
father’s  estate  Air.  Dodd  inherited  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Christian  Tot\  nship,  with  about  twelve  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  now  has  150  acres  under 
cultivation,  besides  owning  considerable  more,  and 
has  erected  some  good  buildings,  barns  and  cribs 
upon  the  land.  He  also  owns  a grist-mill  and 
cotton-gin,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  men  in  that  section.  He  is  certainly 
deserving  of  success  for  the  enterprise  displayed  to 
make  his  community  the  foremost  in  that  county. 
His  children  are  being  educated  at  the  public 
schools,  although  the  eldest  children  have  attended 
the  subscription  schools  principally.  Airs.  Dodd 
and  her  eldest  daughter  are  members  of  the  Alis- 
sionary  Baptist  Church  and  devout  Christians, 
while  Air.  Dodd,  although  not  a regular  attendant, 
is  one  of  the  most  liberal  and  open-hearted  men  in 
the  community  toward  religious  and  educational 
matters. 

John  G.  Dodd  is  one  of  the  successful  small 
farmers  of  the  county,  and  although  his  propeidy 
only  comprises  eighty-seven  acres  of  land,  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly fertile  and  well  tilled,  and  consequently 
yields  a larger  annual  income  than  many  larger 
farms.  He,  like  his  father,  John  Dodd,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Greene  County,  Tenn.,  the  latter’s 
birth  occurring  on  the  15th  of  April,  1801,  and  his 
on  the  16th  of  June,  1841.  John  Dodd  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  State,  and  was  there 
married  to  Aliss  Catharine  Girdner,  who  was  also 
a Tennesseean,  and  to  them  a family  of  four  sons 
and  four  daughters  was  given.  The  living  mem- 
bers are:  Martha  Al, , William  AV.,  John  G. , Alary 
L.,  Catharine  L.  and  Samuel  R.  Air.  Dodd  was  a 


sxiccessful  farmer,  and  continued  to  follow  that 

I 

occupation  until  ho  was  called  to  his  long  home,  on 
the  12th  of  Alarch,  1860,  followed  by  his  wife  on 
the  18th  of  January,  1878.  The  elementary  school- 
ing of  John  G.  Dodd,  our  subject,  was  received  in  ' 
Greene  County,  Tenn.,  and  he  was  there  also  ini- 
tiated into  the  mysteries  of  farming  on  his  father’s 
plantation.  Concluding  that  he  could  do  better  at 
that  occupation  in  some  other  locality,  he  moved 
to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  1870,  and  here 
he  has  continued  to  make  his  home,  his  land,  which 
is  not  under  cultivation,  being  devoted  to  propagat- 
ing the  usual  farm  stock.  He  was  married  in  Bax- 
ter County,  Ark.,  August  16,  1875,  to  Aliss  Juli- 
ette S.  Horton,  also  a native  of  Greene  County, 
Tenn.,  and  the  two  children  which  have  been  given 
them  are  AVilliam  E.  and  Orpha  C.,  both  of  whom 
reside  with  and  assist  their  parents.  Air.  Dodd 
has  manifested  his  social  spirit  by  joining  the 
Alasons,  and  has  served  as  secretary  of  his  lodge 
for  about  six  years.  He  was  president  of  the  Agri- 
cultural AVheel  one  year,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  six  years.  He  and  wife  are 
connected  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  has 
been  a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  enterprises, 
and  is  especially  interested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. In  1862  he  joined  the  Confederate  army, 
and  served  under  Gens.  AVheeler,  Pegram,  A'aughn, 
Alorgan,  Breckinridge  and  Early  until  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged,  on  the  27t’u  of  Ajtril,  1865. 

! James  P.  Dorr,  AI.  D. . one  of  the  progressive 
citizens  of  Black  River  Township,  and  an  eminent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  the  same,  is  the  son  of 
Dr.  Francis  A.  and  Alary  J.  (Powell)  Dorr,  natives 
of  Selsea,  Germany,  and  Ohio,  respectively.  Dr. 
Dorr,  Sr.,  came  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  musical  and  literary 
; studies.  In  his  early  manhood  ho  entered  a med- 
ical school  in  Cincinnati,  and  later  graduated  at 
Keokuk  Medical  College,  Iowa.  He  was  then 
married,  and  after  living  several  years  in  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  Iowa,  in  1870  moved  to  Jacksonport, 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  there  practiced  his 
I profession.  He  remained  there  until  the  spring 
of  1889,  when  he  went  to  Hot  Springs,  opened  an 
office,  where  ho  is  at  present  practicing.  Dr. 
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Jaraes  P.  Dorr  was  born  in  Iowa  on  the  6th  of  ; 
December,  1856,  and  spent  his  school  days  in  that 
State  and  in  Arkansas.  He  began  the  study  of  ^ 
medicine  in  1877,  his  father  and  Dr.  Strauss  (a  i 
doctor  of  natural  sciences)  being  his  instructors. 
During  the  years  of  1879,  1880  and  1881,  he  j 
attended  the  Missouri  Medical  College,  at  St. 
Louis,  and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the 
class  of  1881,  but  had  practiced,  however,  several 
months  prior  to  his  graduation.  In  the  spring  of 
the  last  mentioned  year,  he  located  where  he  now 
lives,  and  has  since  been  practicing  in  this  section. 
He  has  built  up  one  of  the  largest  practices  in  the 
county,  and  has  been  very  successful,  as  his  many 
patients,  yet  living,  can  testify.  He  is  the  owner 
of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  Dota  Creek,  but  gives 
his  entire  time  to  his  practice.  He  is  the  fourth 
of  a family  of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  are 
living:  J.  F.  Dorr  (merchant,  whose  present  loca- 

tion is  not  known),  Hattie  (deceased,  wife  of  Marion 
F.  Israel,  a merchant  of  Richland  and  Keokuk, 
Iowa),  T.  B.  R.  (a  farmer  of  Black  River  Town- 
ship), Samuel  Ashton  (a  saddler,  lives  at  Hot 
Springs),  James  P. , R.  C.  (an  M.  D.,  of  Black 
River  Township,  and  enjoys  a lucrative  practice), 
A.  P.  (is  a successful  practicing  physician,  at  Sul- 
phur Rock),  B.  J.  (is  also  an  M.  D. , and  is  prac- 
ticing his  profe.ssion  at  Tupelo,  Jackson  County, 
Ark. ),  Grace  G.  (lives  with  her  mother  at  Sulphur 
Rock).  Mary  and  J.  P.  (the  eldest  of  the  family) 
died  in  childhood.  James  P.  came  from  a long- 
lived  people,  his  parents  both  surviving,  his  father 
nearly  seventy,  and  the  mother  sixty  live  years  of 
age.  The  latter’s  parents  both  lived  to  the  extreme 
age  of  one  hundred  years.  Dr.  Dorr,  Sr. , was  an 
active  Democrat,  and  his  son.  Dr.  James  P.  Dorr, 
is  also  a Democrat,  and  is  qiiite  an  influential  citizen 
in  his  county,  politically.  On  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  the  latter  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Had- 
dock, daughter  of  Jordan  Haddock,  of  Independ- 
ence County,  Ark.  The  Doctor  takes  a great 
interest  iir  the  building  of  schools,  and,  in  fact,  in 
all  public  enterprises. 

Richard  Madison  Duck,  farmer  and  stock 
raiser.  Oil  Trough,  Ark.  Prominent  among  the 
many  enterprising  and  industrious  farmers  of  In- 


dependence County  appears  the  name  of  Mr.  Duck, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Rutherford  County.  N.  C.. 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1816.  He  is  the  son  of 
Robert  and  Margaret  (McClure)  Duck,  both  na- 
tives, also,  of  North  Carolina.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
AVar,  and  the  maternal  grandfather  was  a captain 
in  the  Continental  army,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  King’s  Mountain.  Richard  Madison 
Duck  received  his  education  in  his  native  State, 
and,  after  remaining  upon  a farm  until  about  .sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  sought  employment  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  At  the  end  of  a year  he  found 
work  with  a carpenter  and  cabinet-maker  by  the 
name  of  Smith,  a New  Englander,  with  whom  he 
worked  about  one  year,  receiving  all  his  instruc- 
tion from  this  man.  The  thorough  drilling  he  ob- 
tained  enabled  him  to  become  very  proficient  in  his 
trade  as  a carpenter,  and  this  business  he  followed 
until  he  came  to  Arkansas,  which  was  in  the  year 
1850.  Mr.  Duck  selected  as  his  wife  Miss  Martha 
Jane  Redwine,  of  Chattooga  County,  Ga.,  and 
was  united  in  marriage  to  her  on  the  22d  of  De- 
cember, 1842.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  five  daughters  and  four  sons;  Olivia  D.. 
born  on  the  15th  of  January,  1844,  and  the  wife 
of  Jo’nn  Bratton,  of  Searcy  County,  Ark. ; George 
A.,  born  August  19,  1845,  and  died  May  18.  1886: 
Melvin  Lafayette,  born  August  17.  1847.  married, 
and  now  resides  in  the  Lone  Star  State;  James  B., 
born  August  23,  1849;  Robert  D. , born  on  the 
29th  of  December,  1851,  and  now  resides  with  his 
parents;  Nancy  A.  manned  Jesse  McCroskey,  who 
died  in  February.  1885;  Mary  S.  married  Elijah 
Nichols,  and  now  resides  at  Oil  Trough;  Martha 
Jane  resides  at  home,  and  Alargaret  O.  married 
Alfred  P.  Aydelott,  of  Independence  County,  Ark., 
and  now  resides  on  a farm  in  Christian  Township. 
After  coming  to  Arkansas  Mr.  Duck  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Searcy  County,  in  [>artnership  with 
Samuel  P.  Williamson.  This  tract  consists  of 
about  300  acres,  some  tifty-flve  acres  under  culti- 
I vation.  and  Mr.  Duck  soon  l)ecame  the  owner  of 
260  acres.  Later  he  sold  this  tract,  and  in  1>*>0 
moved  to  Independence  County,  bought  land  in 
Liberty  Township,  and  there  lived  until  after  the 
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war.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  service,  enlistingr 
in  the  latter  part  of  1861,  in  Col.  Crabtree’s  regi- 
ment of  Arkansas  Volunteers,  and  served  princi- 
pally on  detached  service,  as  tanner  and  shoemaker 
for  the  army  of  the  Confederacy.  In  1865  he  was 
mustered  out,  and  in  1869  he  bought  the  farm 
upon  which  he  is  now  living.  There  were  at  that 
time  113  acres  in  the  lot,  but  at  present  he  has  233 
acres,  with  about  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
has  a fine  orchard,  with  fruit  of  all  kinds  in  abund- 
ance. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duck  have  been  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  1845,  and 
he  has  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Duck  is  also  a member  of  McGuire 
Lodge  No.  208,  Oil  Trough,  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  charter  members, 
and  the  only  one  now  living.  He  is  Democratic  in 
his  political  views,  and  is  a friend  to  progress. 

N.  E.  Duffey,  deputy  circuit  court  clerk,  and 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  was 
born  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  on  the  12th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary 
(Hogan)  Duffey,  natives  of  County  Westmeath.  Ire- 
land. The  parents  emigrated  to  America  at  an 
early  day,  and  located  in  Connecticut.  From 
there  they  removed  to  Illinois,  in  1859,  and  settled 
in  Madison  County,  near  Edwardsville,  where  the 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  where  he 
remained  for  several  years.  The  mother  died  in 
1851.  Of  their  family  there  are  three  children 
now  living:  James,  Owen,  and  Nicholas  E. , who 

is  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He  was  principally 
reared  in  Illinois,  and  there  received  his  education. 
At  once,  with  the  energy  and  industry  of  his  fore- 
fathers, he  devoted  himself  to  tilling  the  soil,  and 
this  continued  until  in  April,  1872,  when  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  and  located  at  Batesville.  He  first  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business,  which  he  continued 
for  a number  of  years,  and  then  embarked  in  mer- 
chandising. This  he  carried  on  in  Oil  Trough 
Bottom  for  about  five  years,  and  three  years  in 
Batesville.  The  last  few  years  he  has  been  practi- 
cally retired,  with  the  e.vception  of  settling  up  his 
business.  Since  January,  1889,  he  has  been  acting 
as  deputy  circuit  clerk.  He  is  the  owner  of 
about  600  acres  of  land,  with  240  under  cultiva- 


tion. By  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1878, 
to  Miss  Eglantine  Gainer,  a native  of  Arkansas, 
he  became  the  father  of  three  children : Mollie, 

Gainer  and  Nora.  Mrs.  Dutly  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a very  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  is  always  ready  to  assist  any  public 
enterprise.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  6c  A.  M., 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. 

Thaddeus  W.  Dumas,  business  manager  of  the 
Co-operative  Wheel  Store,  Pleasant  Plains.  Ark. 
The  mercantile  interests  of  this  portion  of  Independ- 
ence County,  have  been  ably  represented  for  sev- 
eral years  by  Mr.  Dumas,  who  is  a pleasant,  genial 
gentleman,  and  a good  business  man.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Lowndes  County,  Miss.,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1837.  and  he  was  one  of  six  interesting 
children  born  to  Winchester  and  Louisa  (Jenkins) 
Dumas,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  South  Caro- 
lina. They  removed  to  Tipton  County,  Tenn..  in 
1864,  and  there  the  clpsing  scenes  of  their  lives  were 
passed.  Thaddeus  W.  Dumas  came  to  Arkansas 
in  1873,  and  settled  in  Independence  County,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  Manual  Labor  School  of  Franklin  College, 
Tenn.,  under  the  management  of  Tolbert  Fanning. 
During  the  late  conflict  he  served  in  the  Third 
Kentucky  Regiment,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Belmont,  Shiloh,  Port  Hudson,  Jackson,  and 
several  less  important  engagements.  He  chose  for 
his  companion  in  life.  Miss  Phoebe  James,  whom 
he  married  in  1878.  They  have  no  children.  Mr. 
Dumas  possesses  160  acres  of  mountain  land,  and 
on  the  same  are  several  fine  mineral  springs.  He 
is  a Jacksonian  Democrat  in  politics,  is  a member 
of  the  Wheel,  and  in  religion  a Baptist. 

Robert  W.  Earnheart  is  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ers and  business  men  of  Washington  Township, 
Independence  County.  He  owns  over  1,000  acres 
of  land,  of  which  only  about  225  acres  are  culti- 
vated, but  comprise  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr.  Earnheart  is  also  the  proprietor  of 
a distillei-y,  which  has  a capacity  of  ten  gallons  of 
whisky  per  day,  and  is  situated  on  his  farm,  seven 
miles  west  of  Batesville.  Mr.  Earnheart  is  a na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  and  was  born  January  25, 
1849.  His  parents  were  Edward  and  Sarah  ( IMull) 
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Earnheart,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North 

j Carolina,  May  10,  1811,  and  died  in  1S50;  the 
latter  was  born  March  2,  1S19.  and  died  in  Arkan- 
sas, June  28,  1859.  In  1853,  after  the  father’s 
death,  the  family  removed  to  Arkansas.  There  were 

six  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  livingr. 

I • 

Robert  W.,  who  w'as  the  youngest  child,  was  reared 

in  Independence  County,  xlrk. , and  his  education 
consisted  of  but  four  months’  attendance  at  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he 
began  providing  for  himself,  and  has  principally 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  at  which  he  has 
been  very  successful.  December  29,  1869,  Mr. 
Earnheart  married  Miss  Martha  E.  Harmon,  also  a 
native  of  Independence  County,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 23,  1850.  Mrs.  Earnheart  died  January  15, 
1886,  the  mother  of  six  children,  viz. ; Lee  Edward, 
Joseph  W.,  Robert  S.,  Emma  I.,  Jefferson  B. 
(deceased)  and  Martha  P.  February  9,  1887,  Mr. 

I Earnheart  married  Miss  Mattie  IVinston,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child.  Mrs.  Earn- 
heart was  born  in  Independence  County,  May  12, 
1867.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  for- 
mer is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
is  politically  a Democrat,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  farmers  in  Washington  Township. 

William  J.  Erwin,  an  enterprising  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Independence  County,  was  born  in 
Mauiy  County,  Tenn. , on  October  22,  1833.  He  is 
a son  of  Alexander  K.  and  Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Er- 
win, of  the  same  State.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  an  early  settler  of  Tennessee,  and  a soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  His  son,  Alexander  K. , was 
reared  in  that  State,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  a farmer  until  the  spring  of  1840,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Independence  County.  Ark.,  making  the 
entire  journey  with  his  family  in  wagons.  He  lo- 
cated in  Washington  Township,  where  he  entered 
a tract  of  land  in  the  woods,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  1870,  when  he  moved  to  Batesville,  where  he 
lived  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1872,  his  wife 
following  him  six  years  later.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  liv- 
ing: William  J.,  Laura,  wife  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Ewing, 

i and  Martha,  wife  of  Clinton  McGuire.  William 


V r~ 


J.  Erwin  was  only  seven  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  arrived  in  Independence  County,  and  he 
remained  on  the  farm  until  he  had  reached  his 
maturity,  receiving  in  that  time  a fair  education. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  McCauley’s  cavalry  com- 
pany, Seventh  Regiment,  and  served  in  that  body 
until  the  surrender.  Mr.  Erwin  took  part  in  all 
the  principal  engagements  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  and,  although  displaying  a recklessness  in 
battle  sometimes  that  was  marvelous,  he  was 
never  wounded  or  captured.  After  the  surrender 
he  came  home  and  resumed  his  work-  on  the  farm, 
starting  in  with  a determination  to  make  that  his 
business  and  to  be  successful  at  it.  He  has  never 
aspired  to  be  a politician,  and  rather  shuns  the 
notoriety  that  public  office  would  bring — the  onlv 
position  he  would  ever  consent  to  tilling  being  that 
of  judge  of  election.  In  1871  he  moved  to  where 
he  now  resides,  within  one  mile  of  Batesville,  and 
in  1873  built  a tine  residence.  He  owns  altoo-ether 
about  1,000  acres,  and  has  some  650  acres  under 
cultivation,  of  which  550  acres  are  situated  in  Oil 
Trough  Bottom,  being  some  of  the  most  valuable 
land  in  that  section,  and  adapted  to  any  growth. 
Mr.  Erwin  raises  corn,  cotton  and  hay.  also  cattle, 
sheep  and  hogs.  In  1866  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Cornelia  Glenn,  by  whom  he  had  six  children, 
three  of  them  yet  living:  William  A..  M.  E.  and 
Nellie.  His  wife  died  after  a happy  married  life 
of  fourteen  years,  and  he  was  united  to  Miss  Ida 
Lipscomb,  of  Maury  County,  Tenn.,  on  June  26, 
1883.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erwin  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  former  belongs  to 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  in  politics  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. 

D.  C.  Ewing,  M.  D.,  a well-known  physician 
of  Batesville,  was  born  in  Madison  County.  Tenn.. 
on  November  7,  1846,  and  is  a sou  of  David  C.  and 
Sophia  (Dixson)  Ewing,  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  respectively.  The  elder  Ewing  immi- 
grated to  Tennessee  about  the  year  1819,  and 
settled  in  Aladison  County,  where  ho  died  in  1858. 
his  wife  following  him  in  1888.  Th»y  wore  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  yet  liv 
ing:  Elizal)eth  C.,  wife  of  W.  S.  Carson,  a grand 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  scout  and  liulian  lighter. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Kit  Carson;  -Jane  W.,  who  was  married  to  -James 
Steed,  and  died  in  1S71;  Adeline  E.,  wife  of  -James 
F.  Bray;  Newton  A.  ; the  Doctor;  -Joseph  D.,  w’ho 
died  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Fannie,  wife  of  Gran- 
ville Ingram,  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Robert  Davis, 
deceased.  The  Doctor  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  in  Madison  County,  Teun.,  and  received  his 
education  at  the  Madison  Academy.  On  September 
13,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thirty-tirst 
Tennessee  Infantry,  and  served  sixteen  months, 
afterward  joining  Company  B,  Twenty-lirst  Ten- 
nessee (Forrest’s)  Cavalry,  in  wdiich  he  continued 
until  his  surrender  at  Gainesville  -Junction.  Ala., 
to  E.  R.  S.  B.  Canby,  who  was  killed  by  Capt. 
Jack,  a celebrated  Indian  chief.  The  Doctor 
served  in  a number  of  the  most  important  battles, 
and,  though  one  of  the  foremost  in  the  ranks  and 
in  the  thickest  of  battle,  he  was  never  once 
wounded  nor  captured.  After  the  war  was  over 
he  remained  in  Madison  County,  Tenn. , where  he 
read  medicine  under  Dr.  D.  M.  Spencer,  at  the 
same  time  obtaining  a knowledge  of  the  drug  busi- 

j JD  . . O O 

! ness  in  a store  at  that  place.  In  1869  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville, and  upon  graduating,  in  1871,  came  to  Arkan- 
sas and  located  at  Batesville,  where  he  has  been  a 
resident  and  practiced  medicine  ever  since.  He 
has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  is 
well  known  throughout  this  section,  not  only  for 
the  skill  displayed  in  his  profession,  but  also  for 
his  personal  qualities.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of 
the  Arkansas  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
was  an  alderman  of  Batesville  for  four  years.  On 
July  2,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Laura  A. 
Cox,  of  IMississippi,  but  reared  in  Arkansas.  He 
has  made  his  home  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
Batesville.  The  Doctor  owns  cousideralde  town 
property,  and  his  residence  is  unsurpassed. 

Elisha  M.  Flinu  is  a native  of  Guilford  County, 
N.  C. , and  was  born  in  1828.  He  is  a son  of  Dr. 
Jesse  W.  and  Margaret  (Bowen)  Flinn,  both  of 
North  Carolina.  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Flinn  was  born 
September  4,  1801,  and  lived  in  North  Carolina 
until  our  subject  was  three  or  four  years  of  age. 


when  he  removed  to  Madison  Coxinty,  Ky. , and 
thence,  in  1839,  to  McMinn  County.  Tenn..  where 
l\Irs.  Flinn  died  in  1844.  Mr.  Flinn  married  again, 
and  in  1857  located  in  Inde{>endence  County,  Ark., 
w'here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  also  practicing  medicine  to  some 
extent;  when  young  he  was  for  several  years  en- 
gaged as  a circus  performer  ; his  death  occurred 
in  Greenbriar  Township  in  1873.  John  Flinn.  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Elisha  M. . was  of  Irish  de- 
scent,-and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolution; 
he  died  in  North  Carolina  at  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  four  years,  still  retaining  his  eye- 
sight. The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject 
died  when  Mrs.  Flinn  was  quite  small.  To  Jesse 
\V.  and  Margaret  Flinn  were  l)orn  three  children. 
Elisha  M.  received  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  afterward  attended  for  eighteen 
months  Eastmalla  .Academy,  Eastern  Tennessee, 
which  qualified  him  to  teach,  which  profession  he 
followed  only  one  term  as  assistant.  In  1852  Mr. 
Flinn  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and 
Tempie  Moore,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who 
spent  the  latter  part  of  their  lives  in  Independence 
County,  Ark.  Mrs.  Flinn  was  born  in  McMinn 
County,  Tenn.,  and  died  in  1864,  leaving  one  \ 
daughter,  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Porter. 

In  1866  Mr.  Flinn  married  Anna  Todd,  a native  of 
Randolph  County,  wUo  died  in  1872.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  latter  union,  viz. : James  R.. 
Emma  Vernettie,  and  -Jesse  Lee  (deceased).  Mr. 
Flinn  located  on  his  present  farm  in  Independence 
County  in  1856,  and  for  the  past  thirty-three  years 
has  made  his  home  there.  He  has  200  acres  of 
line  farm  land,  of  which  140  acres  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  traded  extensively  at  one  time,  driving 
stock  to  Georgia  and  Florida.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Col.  Newton's 
regiment  of  Arkansas  cavalry,  and  served  as  or- 
derly sergeant,  and  quartermaster  three  and  a 
half  years;  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Little  Uock, 
Cape  Girardeau,  Jefferson  City,  and  others,  and 
was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  through  Mis>  ouri 
and  Kansas.  During  service  he  was  twice  slightly 
wounded.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  farm, 
to  which  he  has  since  devoteil  his  entire  attention. 
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He  is  politically  a Democrat,  and  for  fifteen  years 
has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , Neill 
Lodge,  of  Jamestown. 

Robert  Gardner.  Independence  County,  Ark., 
has  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a prosperous 
farming  country,  and  this  reputation  has  been 
acquired  through  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  such 
agriculturists  as  Mr.  Gardner.  He  is  now  residing 
one  mile  southeast  of  Elmo.  He  was  born  in  Gib- 
son County,  Ind. , on  the  3d  of  October,  1843. 
He  received  an  excellent  common  school  education 
in  his  native  county,  but  in  1873  emigrated  to  Ar- 
kansas and  located  in  Independence  County,  where 
he  continued  farming,  having  learned  the  details 
of  this  work  in  his  youth  of  his  father,  who  was  a 
successful  agriculturist.  Off  and  on.  for  the  first 
ten  years  of  bis  residence  here,  he  rented  land  of 
\V.  D.  Hodcres.  Mrs.  Marv  L.  Bennard  became 
his  wife  in  February,  1874.  She  was  born  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  died  on  the  ISth  of  January,  1882, 
being  buried  in  the  Kirk  family  cemetery.  She 
left  four  children;  John  and  Sallie  (twins),  who 
were  born  on  the  4th  of  July,  1873;  Mary,  born 
August  22,  1879,  and  Edna,  born  October  29,  1881. 
Mr.  Gardner’s  second  union  was  to  Mrs.  Minerva 
Scanlan,  a native  of  Arkansas,  their  union  being 
consummated  January  6,  1882.  He  has  always 
been  a warm  friend  of  education,  and  has  kept  his 
two  eldest  children  in  school  for  the  past  eight 
years,  their  attendance  being  ten  months  out  of  the 
year.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  school,  and 
prides  himself  upon  the  fact  that  their  school  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  that  none  but  the 
best  teachers  are  employed,  the  salaries  they  offer 
being  sufficiently  large  to  command  only  the 
best  educators.  While  in  Indiana  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  and  belonged  to  Gibson 
Lodge  No.  420,  of  Hazleton.  His  parents,  John 
and  Mary  (Nixon)  Gardner,  were  born  in  Indiana. 

W.  A.  Glass.  The  manufacturing  industries  of 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  are  ably  represented 
by  the  pottery  establishment  belonging  to  Mr. 
Glass,  which  is  located  at  Sulphur  Rock.  Mr. 
Glass  was  born  in  Texas,  in  1858,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Saline  County,  Ark.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  was  educated.  At  the  early  age 


of  fourteen  years  he  commenced  learning  the  pot- 
ter’s trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  under  his 
father,  and  at  the  age  of  about  twenty  years  began 
working  on  his  own  account,  and  operated  a pot- 
tery establishment  in  Benton  for  some  time,  and 
then  followed  the  same  occupation  in  Bradley 
County  for  about  one  year.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  in  Sulphur  Rock,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Benton,  and  since  June 
19,  1888,  he  has  had  a permanent  pottery  establish- 
ment at  this  place,  which  he  considers  a fine  loca- 
tion, as  the  clay  is  of  a superior  quality,  and  the 
advantages  for  shipping  are  good.  He  has  a very 
large  trade,  and  although  his  establishment  turns 
out  3,000  gallons  per  week,  he  can  hardly  supply 
the  demand.  He  was  married  in  Saline  Coimty, 
Ark.,  to  Miss  Mary  Glidewell,  who  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  but  was  reared  in  Arkansas.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  children:  John  C.,  William 

A.,  and  Lula.  Frederick  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Mr.  Glass  is  a son  of  Lafayette  and  Eliza 
H.  (King)  Glass,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1830,  and  the  latter 
on  the  5th  of  December,  also  of  that  year.  The 
father  lived  for  many  years  in  Saline  Countv,  but 
died  in  Mississippi.  He  and  wife  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  W.  A.  being  the  third  of  the 
family.  Grandfather  Glass  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
emigrated  to  Texas  at  an  early  day.  then  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  made  his  home  in  Sebastian  County 
until  his  death.  He  was  a hatter  by  trade,  and  was 
a Master  Mason,  as  was  his  son  Lafayette. 

John  W.  Glenn,  a retired  merchant,  and  one  of 
Batesville’s  leading  citizens,  was  born  in  Inde 
pendence  County,  on  April  29,  1850.  His  parents 
were  William  W.  and  Martha  E.  (Hassell)  Glenn, 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively. 
The  father  emigrated  to  Tennessee  at  an  earlv 
period,  and  met  and  won  his  wife  in  that  State.  In 
1828  or  thereabouts  he  moved  to  what  is  now  In- 
dependence County,  Ark.,  and  located  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  now  resides.  The  Indians 
were  still  here  when  he  arrived,  and  all  the  dangers 
of  a pioneer’s  life  were  fully  experienced.  Wild 
game  of  every  descri[>tion  abounded  in  plenty,  ami 
in  return  for  the  warfare  made  upon  his  stock  by 
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the  savacre  animals  in  that  country  the  elder  Glenn 
hunted  considerably.  His  first  residence  was  a lit- 
tle log  cabin  covered  with  clapboards,  and  this 
section  was  chosen  on  account  of  his  wagon  break- 
ing down  at  that  point.  After  stopping  awhile  and 
looking  over  the  counting  he  concluded  that  it  would 
be  about  the  right  place  to  locate,  and  immediately 
commenced  building  a home.  Jeanette  Hassell, 
Mr.  Glenn’s  father-in-law,  came  with  them,  and  I 
built  a home  near  by.  He  had  but  tw'o  children 
with  him,  Martha  E.  and  Mary,  the  latter  shortly 
after  being  married  to  James  Wilson,  a Presby- 
terian minister,  who  emigrated  to  Arkansas  with 
them,  and  after  the  war  removed  with  his  wife  to 
Arkadelphia,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  an  officer  in  the  late  war,  and  served 
with  distinction  throughout  the  entire  fight.  Mr. 
Hassell  died  from  a stroke  of  paralysis,  at  the 
home  of  his  son-in-law,  W.  W.  Glenn,  in  this 
county.  He  was  a large  slave-owner,  and  had  accu- 
mulated a fortune  in  real  estate.  W.  W.  Glenn 
was  born  in  1808,  and  came  to  Independence 
County  when  in  his  thirty-second  year.  He  passed 
through  all  the  trials  and  obstacles  of  a new  country 
with  a determination  of  purpose  that  eventually 
made  him  a successful  man,  and  he  is  now  very 
wealthy.  He  is  in  his  eighty-first  year,  but  is  still 
as  active  as  a man  with  twenty  years’  less  weight  on 
his  shoulders,  and  has  been  a resident  of  Inde- 
pendence County  for  over  sixty  years,  watching  it 
grow  from  infancy  to  a thriving  and  populous  cen- 
ter of  civilization.  Five  children  were  born  to  the 
elder  Glenn  and  his  wife,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  and  three  still  living:  John  W. , Mrs.  A. 
M.  Hickerson,  and  Mrs.  T.  R.  Taylor  twhose  hus- 
band is  the  owner  of  the  Arlington  Hotel).  Those 
deceased  were  the  first  child,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Mrs.  Nellie  Irwin,  the  latter,  a noble 
woman  and  loving  sister.  The  father,  W.  W. 
Glenn,  was  sheriff  of  Independence  County  for  a 
number  of  years,  whose  name  was  a terror  to  evil- 
doers, and  it  was  through  his  efforts  that  a great 
many  of  the  desperate  characters  of  earlier  years 
were  run  to  earth.  He  also  held  the  office  of  coun- 
ty judge,  besides  a number  of  minor  positions,  all 
of  which  he  filled  honorably.  John  \V.  Glenn 


was  educated  in  Batesville,  and  at  various  other 
places,  and  upon  finishing  his  college  life  com- 
menced merchandising  at  the  former  city  in  1872. 
He  carried  on  this  business  until  1886,  w hen  he 
was  burned  out,  causing  a loss  of  S15.000.  Since 
then  he  has  been  winding  up  the  affairs  of  his  old 
business  and  dealing  in  real  estate.  He  owns  be- 
tween 2,000  and  3,000  acres  of  land,  some  of  it 
lying  in  the  river  bottom,  and  very  valuable,  and 
has  a large  amount  of  it  under  cultivation,  one 
farm  of  400  acres  producing  some  of  the  best 
crops  in  that  section.  He  also  deals  extensively 
in  horses  and  mules,  and  owns  some  of  the  best  an- 
imals in  Arkansas.  In  1875  Mr.  Glenn  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Maxfield,  a daughter  of 
Uriah  Maxfield,  and  sister  of  INlaxfield  Bros., 
prominent  merchants  of  this  locality.  This  mar- 
riage has  given  them  five  children:  Edgar  H. , 

Nora  A.,  Effie  M. , Nellie  L.  and  June.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Glenn  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Glenn  belongs  to  the 
K.  of  H.  and  K.  & L.  of  H.  Both  parents 
have  attended  the  Methodist  Church  for  a <^reat 
many  years,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
entire  community. 

H.  H.  Goodwin.  Among  the  representative 
farmers  of  Independence  County,  Ark.,  there  are 
none  more  favorably  known,  or  more  highly  re- 
spected, than  Mr.  Goodwin,  for,  like  the  majority 
of  farmers,  he  has  been  sober,  honest  and  indus- 
trious, and  has  won  the  property  he  now  owns  by 
the  sw’eat  of  his  brow.  He  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  in  1844,  and  is  a son  of  O.  P.  Good- 
win, a Virginian  by  birth,  born  in  Hanover  County, 
in  1810.  When  about  twenty-five  years  of  atje  he 
moved  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  has  since  been 
a resident  of  Independence  County,  where  he  is 
well  and  favorably  known.  His  wife,  whose  maid- 
en name  was  Elizal)eth  Hotchkiss,  was  born  in 
Roane  County,  Tenn..  in  1817,  and  bore  him  fif- 
teen children,  the  following  of  whom  survive:  O. 
P. , who  married  IMiss  Carrie  Bryant,  a native  of 
Mississippi;  J.  W.,  who  wedded  Mi.ss  Bettie  .Searcy, 
a native  of  Arkansas;  P.  J..  who  married  Mi~s 
Emma  Gibson,  an  Alabamian  by  birth;  Martha  G.. 
who  wedded  William  Hnrt,  a native  of  Arkansas; 
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1859,  and  ten  years  later  the  father  died  in  Bates- 


Emma  G.,  the  wife  of  Richard  Lee,  of  Arkansas;  ' 
O.  P.  and  H.  H.  The  latter,  like  the  majority  of  ' 
farmers’  sons,  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
farming  as  he  was  growing  up,  and  in  the  mean- 
time acquired  a good,  common-school  education. 
After  reaching  mature  years  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Pope,  a Georgian  by  birth,  their  nup- 
tials taking  place  March  6,  1876,  and  to  their 
union  have  been  born  six  children:  Albert  S.,  Rob- 
ert E. , Elizabeth  M.,  Kirby  A.,  Hattie,  and  an 
infant  unnamed.  Mr.  Goodwin  is  a Mason,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  his  lodge  for  three 
years.  During  the  Rebellion  he  joined  McBride’s 
forces  in  August,  1862,  and  his  first  hard  fight  was 
at  Prairie  Grove.  After  receiving  his  discharge 
on  the  16th  of  May,  1865,  he  returned  home,  and 
resumed  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming,  which 
occupation  he  has  since  industriously  followed. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  patron  of  education,  and  for 
five  years  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  school  di- 
rector. Mrs.  Goodwin  is  a daughter  of  M.  L.  and 
Melvina  Pope,  who  were  native  Georgians.  The 
father  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Baker’s  Creek, 
Miss.,  May  16,  1863,  and  was  followed  to  his  long 
home  by  his  wife  in  1867.  Mr.  Goodwin  owns  a 
good  farm  of  120  acres,  of  which  about  fifty  are 
under  cultivation,  and  since  his  marriage  has  cleared 
fifty  acres  of  woodland. 

E.  R.  Goodwin,  druggist,  Batesville,  Ark. 
There  is  no  branch  of  business  more  important  in 
the  whole  list  of  occupations  than  that  of  a chem- 
ist and  druggist.  A prominent  and  representative 
establishment  devoted  to  this  branch  of  industry, 
is  that  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  who,  for  a number  of 
years,  has  been  before  the  public  in  this  line,  and 
whose  house  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  city.  He 
was  born  in  Panola  County,  Miss. , on  the  19th  of 
December,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Albert  G.  and 
Maria  A.  (Moore)  Goodwin,  both  natives  of  Suf- 
folk, Nansemond  County,  Va.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Virginia,  and  emigrated  to  Mississippi 
about  1838,  locating  in  Panola  County,  where 
they  remained  until  1849.  They  then  removed  to 
Perry  County,  Ark.,  and  in  December,  of  the  same 
year,  moved  to  Batesville,  of  the  same  State. 
While  living  in  Perry  County  the  mother  died,  in 


ville.  He  was  a merchant  by  occupation,  but  the 
war  almost  ruined  him  financially.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  only  three  living; 
Albert  F.,  Charles  E.,  and  Eugene  R. , who  is  the 
youngest  of  the  three  living.  He  was  but  four 
years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Memphis  with  his 
parents,  and  was  but  fourteen  when  he  came  to 
Batesville.  He  received  the  principal  part  of  his 
education  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  after  coming  to 
Batesville  he  remained  in  the  store  with  his  father 
until  the  opening  of  the  conflict  between  the  North 
and  South.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  McGuf- 
fin’s  company,  and  served  until  the  surrender,  in 
June,  1865.  He  was  with  Price’s  raid  through 
Missouri,  and  was  in  almost  a continuous  fight. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Batesville, 
and  began  clerking  in  a dry-goods  store.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1868,  he  started  clerking  in  a drug  store,  and 
in  1872  he  entered  in  partnership  with  A.  W. 
Lyon,  continuing  until  March,  1875,  when  Mr. 
Goodwin  engaged  in  the  business  for  himself,  and 
this  has  since  continued,  a period  of  seventeen 
years.  He  carries  a general  line  of  drugs,  sta- 
tionery, etc.  He  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  I 
Louisa  F.  Davies,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  who 
bore  him  four  children:  Lillie  F.,  Cora  D.,  Mabel  i 
T. , and  Lula  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H, , and  also  the  Le- 
gion of  Honor. 

Abraham  Gossett  is  the  proprietor  of  Distillery 
No.  154,  at  Newark,  Independence  County,  Ark., 
which  was  established  in  November,  1888,  and  has 
a capacity  of  fifty  gallons  per  day,  which,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  soon  be  increased  to  seventy-five  gal- 
lons per  day,  consuming  all  the  sui'plus  corn  raised 
in  that  portion  of  the  county.  Mr.  Gossett  is  a 
native  of  Independence  County,  and  was  born 
February  2,  1862.  His  parents  are  Allen  and 
Charlotte  (Brannan)  Gossett,  both  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, who,  in  early  life,  removed  with  their  par- 
ents to  Arkansas,  where  they  married.  They  are 
active  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Chmch, 
and  are  among  the  most  prominent  residents  of 
Independence  County,  where  they  now  reside. 
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Allen  Gossett  was  in  the  Confederate  service  four 
years  dui'ing  the  late  Civil  War,  serving  a greater 
portion  of  the  time  as  orderly  sergeant;  he  has 
been  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  has  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  his  chosen  occupation.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  his  political  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Democratic  party.  Nine  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
viz.:  Abraham,  Robert  M. , Cassandra,  Florence 

(wife  of  William  Kenman,  a farmer  of  Independ- 
ence County),  Williamson  and  John  (twins),  Mad- 
ison, Lena  and  Sarah  (deceased);  the  latter  was 
married  to  William  Bruce,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  Abraham  Gossett  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  at  the  agre  of  twenty- 
one  years  began  farming  for  himself,  but  after  one 
year,  abandoned  the  farm,  and  engaged  in  trading, 
in  which  he  was  successful  for  a time.  In  1881  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  business  in 
Johnsonville,  Humphreys  County,  Tenn. , and  two 
years  later  removed  to  Newark,  Ark.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  same  business,  and  built  the  second 
business  house  in  that  place.  He  continued  mer- 
chandising until  January  1,  1889,  when  he  deter- 
mined to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
distilling,  of  which  he  is  making  a great  success.  ! 
April  22,  1885,  Mr.  Gossett  married  Miss  Black- 
head Tomblinson,  a daughter  of  John  N.  Tomblin- 
son.  Mrs.  Gossett  is  a native  of  Independence 
County.  They  have  two  children:  Owen  and 

Newel.  Mr.  Gossett  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Masonic  fraternity. 

Capt.  Hiram  Yardeman  Gray  (deceased).  The  ' 
above  name  is  familiar  to  all  the  old  citizens  of  In- 
dependence County,  for  it  was  borne  by  a man  who  | 
was  honest  and  upright,  and  whose  life  was  without  j 
reproach  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellowmen.  j 
Capt.  Gray  was  born  on  the  22d  of  April,  1822,  in  I 
Graves  County,  Ky. , and  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Gil-  I 
son  and  Rachel  (Hodge)  Gray,  natives  of  North  | 
Carolina,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  | 
Graves  County,  Ky.  The  father  was  a captain  in  | 
the  War  of  1812.  In  their  family  were  live  chil-  j 
dren.  George  M.,  a school  teacher  by  profession,  j 
who  went  to  Illinois  in  1849,  was  elected  and  | 
served  two  years  as  sheriff  of  Massac  County,  i 


ir- 


Later  he  represented  a senatorial  district  in  the 
Illinois  legislature.  In  1857  he  contracted  con- 
sumption and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years. 
Gilson,  farmer  and  youngest  son,  on  hearing  that 
his  brother  Hiram  had  enlisted  in  the  war,  came 
to  the  home  of  his  brother,  and  then,  learning  that 
the  latter  was  at  Helena,  joined  him  there.  He 
was  his  brother’s  nurse,  remaining  as  such  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Memphis  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years.  Celia  w’as  the  wife  of 
Luke  Ogden,  a farmer  of  Kentuckv,  and  her  : 

death  occurred  in  1852,  at  al>out  thirty  years  of  ^ 
age.  Malenia  was  the  wife  of  Tillman  H.  Steele, 
a soldier  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  a farmer.  She 
and  her  husband  came  to  Arkansas  in  1854,  and 
here  her  death  occurred  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
forty  years.  Capt.  Hiram  V.  Gray  was  reared  as 
all  other  farmers’  boys,  but  was  left  an  orphan 
when  but  a lad,  and  he  and  his  brothers  and  sisters 
were  left  to  look  out  for  themselves.  As  might  be 
supposed,  his  educational  advantages  were  not  of 
the  best,  but  being  naturally  of  a studious  turn  of 
mind  he  improved  spare  moments  and  became  an 
average  scholar.  His  early’  life  on  the  farm  gave 
him  a strong  constitution  physically,  and  made  him  a 
practical,  sensible  man,  and  fitted  him  in  an  admira- 
ble manner  for  the  public  life  he  was  destined  to 
live.  During  his  early  manhood  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  in  1840  was  married  to  Miss 
Mahala  Sweeny,  a daughter  of  David  Sweeny,  who 
was  a school  teacher  and  a native  of  Tennessee. 
After  his  marriage  Capt.  Gray  lived  in  Kentucky 
and  tilled  the  soil  until  1852,  when  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  at  first  stopped  in  Y hite  County. 
Not  being  pleased  with  the  country,  he  started  to 
return  to  his  native  State,  but  when  he  reached 
Black  River  Township,  and  became  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  people,  he  concluded  to  settle 
there.  He  at  first  entered  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  improved,  and  later  bought  4I'0  acres  of 
J.  N.  Tunstill,  which  he  added  to  this  tract.  He 
erected  good  buildings  on  the  same  and  cleaveil 
forty  acres  of  the  laud.  Subsetiuently  he  bouglit 
160  acres  about  four  miles  from  the  first,  which 
was  woodland.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  constable,  which  office  included  the  duti»'s 
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of  deputy  sheriff,  in  which  capacity  he  served, 
having  been  re-elected  twice,  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  in  1861.  Being  a strong  Union 
man  and  his  politics  well  known,  he  found  plenty 
of  opportunities  to  argue  his  opinions.  In  the 
spring  of  1862,  while  in  Batesville,  he  was  asked 
under  what  flag  he  would  fight,  and  made  this 
answer:  “I  will  be  found  under  the  stars  and 

stripes,  battling  for  God  and  liberty;”  upon 
which  he  was  struck  by  a citizen  and  surrounded 
by  100  others,  one  of  whom  had  a rope  to  hang 
him.  Being  a highly  respected  Mason,  some  of 
the  members  of  that  order  interfered  in  his  behalf, 
and  this  saved  his  life.  Later,  in  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Gray  organized  a company  of  100  men,  and, 
on  the  24th  of  June,  he  joined  Curtis’  army  at 
Batesville,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Jacksonport. 
From  there  he  went  to  Helena,  where  he  remained 
stationed  to  await  orders.  While  lying  there  one- 
half  of  his  command,  unused  to  malarial  atmos- 
phere, sickened  and  died.  Capt.  Gray,  himself, 
took  sick  with  measles,  and  after  sixty  of  his  men 
had  died,  he  and  the  remnant  of  his  command 
were  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  for  their 
health.  Capt.  Gray  was  sent  to  the  Fifth  Military 
Hospital,  and,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  at- 
tended by  the  best  medical  skill  that  could  be  pro- 
cured, and  the  most  careful  nursing,  he  continued 
to  decline  until  December  2,  1862,  when  death 
came  to  his  release.  At  present  there  are  but 
eleven  of  his  company  of  100  men  living,  seven  in 
Independence  County.  In  this  brief  memoir  it  is 
impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  person  whose  mem 
ory  it  is  designed  to  commemorate.  His  memory' 
is  perpetuated  in  Independence  County  by  having 
his  name  given  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Sulphur 
Rock,  No.  33.  His  premature  death  left  Mrs. 
Gray  a widow  with  six  children  in  the  country  of 
the  enemy,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  fratri- 
cidal contest  the  world  has  ever  known.  Her  oldest 
child  was  twenty  years  of  age  and  the  yoiingest 
six.  Mrs.  Gray  soon  lost  all  her  property,  and 
was  so  harassed  by  the  soldiers  that  she  had  to 
take  refuge  in  another  State,  going  to  St.  Louis  in 
the  spring  of  1863.  In  1864  she  moved  to  Illi- 
nois, and,  after  a short  residence  in  that  State, 


moved  to  Potosi,  Washington  County,  Mo.,  where 
she  met  Gen.  Price’s  army,  and  was  robbed  of  her 
all.  Thus  she  was  left  entirely  without  funds,  and, 
to  add  to  her  trouble,  her  eldest  son  was  taken  pris- 
oner. However,  on  account  of  physical  disability, 
and  at  the  instance  of  some  of  his  friends  in  the 
Confederate  ranks,  young  Gray  was  released  after 
a short  time  and  allowed  to  return  to  his  home. 
The  subsequent  trials  of  Mrs.  Gray  would  till  vol- 
umes, and  this  continued  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  or  in  the  fall  of  1865.  They  then  returned 
to  their  home  in  Arkansas,  to  tind  that  the  ruthless 
hand  of  war  had  taken  everything  movable  away, 
the  house  alone  remaining.  Here  she  passed  the 
remainder  of  her  days,  her  death  occuning  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
She  was  the  widow  of  Capt.  Gray,  at  her  death, 
never  having  married  again,  and  devoted  her  life 
to  her  children. , Capt.  Gray  and  wife  were  both 
Christians,  he  having  received  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  on  his  death-bed.  Mrs.  Gray  had  been 
for  forty  years  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Henry 

C.,  born  in  August,  1841,  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
w'as  unmarried,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  joined 
his  father’s  company.  He  was  one  of  the  unfor- 
tunates who  died  at  Helena,  his  death  occurring 
in  August,  1862;  Sally  A.  was  born  August  2, 
1851,  and  died  at  Potosi,  Mo.,  on  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, 1864;  William  C.  was  born  on  the  2d  of 
December,  1842,  in  Marshall  County,  Ky.,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  life.  His  education  was  lim- 
ited, but  through  his  own  efforts  he  is  a good 
practical  scholar.  He  came  with  his  father  to  this 
State  in  1852,  and  his  career  up  to  1865  has  been 
given.  On  the  31st  of  January,  1867.  he  married 
Mrs.  Martha  (Edwards')  Biut,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, and  by  her  he  has  one  child,  Lydia  A.,  who 
was  born  on  the  5th  of  February,  1868,  and  is  at 
present  her  father's  housekeeper.  Mrs.  Gray 
died  of  consumption  on  the  30th  of  June,  ISiO; 
and.  May  2,  1875,  Mr.  Gray  married  Miss  Amelia 
A.  Anderson,  a native  of  Arkansas.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  5\  illiam  C.,  born 
on  the  Uth  of  February.  18  d);  Thomas  B.,  born 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1Sj<,  and  John  H. . 
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born  on  the  20th  of  September,  1879,  and  died  in 
November,  1880.  iVIrs.  Gray  died  on  the  4th  of 
October,  1879.  She  was  an  e.vcellent  woman,  and 
a devoted  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  Gray  continued  farming  un- 
til his  thirty- fourth  year,  when,  on  account  of  bad 
health,  he  picked  up  the  basket  and  chair-making 
trade,  which  occupies  his  attention  at  the  present 
time.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Wheel.  Capt.  Gray’s  next 
child  was  Mary  A.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Gires,  a farmer 
of  Black  River  Township;  Benjamin  J. , was  born 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1847,  and  was  married  on 
the  6th  of  November,  1869,  to  Mrs.  Margaret 
(Alexander)  Hall,  and  has  the  following  family: 
Hiram  V.,  born  January  3,  1871;  James  W.,  born 
December  24,  1872;  Sarah  A.,  born  October  15, 
1875,  and  Robert  B.,  December  30,  1878.  Mr. 

B.  J.  Gray  and  his  three  sons  are  all  natural 
musicians,  all  playing  the  violin.  His  principal 
occupation  is  that  of  a farmer.  He  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  like  his  brother,  W.  C., 
is  a member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  The  next  child 
of  Capt.  Gray  is  James  G.,  who  was  born  on  the 
7th  of  February,  1853,  and  on  May  7,  1874,  he 
married  Miss  Susan  Kennedy,  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  seven  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ida,  born  on  the 
21st  of  February,  1875;  Joseph  1.,  born  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1881 ; Nellie  Zora,  born  on  the 
19th  of  February,  1884;  Elam,  born  on  the  10th 
of  February,  1886,  and  James  G. , born  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1888.  Those  deceased  are: 
Martha  J.,  died  on  the  15th  of  May,  1878,  at  the 
age  of  one  year,  and  the  others  were  unnamed. 
James  G.  Gray  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
all  his  life,  and  also  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Wheel.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  highly- esteemed  citizens. 

Hon.  E.  C.  Gray,  born  in  Guilford  County,  N. 

C.  , on  the  9th  of  October,  1830,  is  a son  of  John 
Gray,  a native  of  Randolph  County,  of  that  State, 
who  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  educated, 
and  married,  the  latter  event  being  to  Miss  Ver- 
linda  Robbins,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of 


two  sons  and  four  daughters.  After  following  the 
life  of  a husbandman  in  his  native  State  until  1850, 
he  removed  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Independ- 
ence County,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  500 
acres  of  land,  and  died  in  1878.  His  wife  had  pre- 
viously expired  in  her  native  State,  in  1844.  They 
had  been  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church.  E.  C.  Gray  received  an  excellent  ed- 
ucation in  Trinity  College,  North  Carolina,  but  it 
was  then  known  by  the  name  of  the  Union  Insti- 
tute. After  his  removal  to  Arkansas  with  his  par- 
ents, in  1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  S. 
Meacham,  a native  of  Independence  County,  Ark., 
and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven  sons 
and  six  daughters.  Of  this  large  familv  fourteen 
are  still  living:  Julius  B. , Aiuelius  G.,  Mary  M. , 
Sarah  A.,  Dr.  Christopher  C.,  Dr.  Elisa  J. , James 
E.,  William  A.,  Queen  E.,  Thornsberry  A.,  John 
W.,  Virgil  O. , Aurora,  and  Lillie.  Mr.  Gray  is  a 
wealthy  planter  of  Arkansas,  being  the  owner  of 
1,300  acres  of  land,  of  which  there  are  about  400 
acres  under  cultivation.  In  1877  he  vvas  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  legislature,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  in  a manner 
very  satisfactory  to  his  constituents.  He  has  also 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  during  the  late 
war  (in  1862)  enlisted  under  Col.  Dobbins,  in  a 
company  of  Arkansas  cavalry.  He  was  discharged 
at  Jacksonport  in  1865,  and  after  his  return  home 
resumed  tilling  the  soil.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and.  al- 
though not  a member  of  any  church,  he  is  a liberal 
contributor  to  churches  and  schools. 

A.  G.  Gray.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
native-born  resident  of  the  county,  and  as  such  is 
looked  upon  with  respect  and  esteem  by  his  many 
acquaintances.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1854,  and  he  is  one  of  fouileen  surviving 
members  of  a family  of  seventeen  children,  born 
to  E.  C.  Gray  and  Ann  S.  (Meacham)  Gray,  his 
wife,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  North  Car 
olina,  in  183(7,  and  was  educated  in  Trinity  Col- 
lege, of  that  State.  He  was  a member  of  the  Agri  - 
cultural  Wheel  for  about  four  years,  but  withdrew 
on  account,  as  he  thought,  of  the  political  stuiti- 
ments  which  ha<l  crept  iu.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
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fanners  of  this  locality;  was  elected  to  represent 
Independence  County  in  the  State  legislature  in 
1875  to  fill  the  term  of  1876,  and  received  the 
largest  vote  of  any  man  who  ever  ran  for  office  in 
this  county.  He  served  faithfully  and  efficiently 
for  one  year,  discharging  his  diities  in  a manner 
which  needs  no  additional  words  of  compliment. 
He  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  about  eight  ! 
years,  and  in  this  capacity  also  has  been  a faith- 
ful servant  of  the  public.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army  as  a sergeant  and  served  as 
such  until  the  final  surrender,  when  he  returned 
home  and  ae:ain  engracred  in  farming,  and  has  be- 
come  one  of  the  most  substantial  husbandmen  of 
the  county.  His  wife  has  long  been  a member  of  • 
the  Methodist  Church.  From  this  sterling  pioneer 
sprang  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and,  like  his 
father,  he  has  become  an  honored  and  respected 
resident  of  the  county.  His  education  v/as  re- 
ceived in  Independence  and  Sharp  Counties,  and 
his  attention,  while  growing,  was  given  to  farming 
his  father’s  land.  He  was  married  in  Independ- 
ence County  to  Miss  Ella  Albright,  a native  of  the 
State,  and  a daughter  of  Alvis  and  Mary  Albright, 
who  are  well-remembered  pioneers  of  the  county. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  have  been  born  five  chil-  , 
dren;  Bertha  F.,  G.,  Stella,  Justin  and  Albert.  ' 
A.  G.  Gray,  like  his  father,  was  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  Wheel,  withdrawing  for  a like  reason. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  in 
which  he  has  held  the  office  of  senior  warden  for 
about  three  years.  He  is  a Methodist  in  faith  and 
his  wife  a Presbyterian,  and  both  are  deeply  con- 
cerned in  all  good  works,  being  especially  inter- 
ested in  churches  and  schools.  ! 

Hon.  Robert  H.  Griffin  resides  in  White  River 
Township,  Independence  County,  Ark.  He  was 
born  in  Meigs  County,  Tenn.,  May  25,  1836,  and 
is  a son  of  William  and  Mary  ( King)  Griffin,  natives 
of  Greene  Co'.mty,  Tenn.  William  Griffin  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  also  a shoemaker  by 
trade.  He  removed  with  his  family  to  Roane  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  when  our  subject  was  young,  where 
they  remained  until  1860,  in  the  latter  year  lo- 
cating in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  which  was 
his  homo  until  his  death,  that  occurring  Novem-  , 


ber  25,  1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  | 
first  wife,  the  mother  of  Robert  H.,  was  a daughter 
of  Robert  King,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  who  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mrs.  Griffin 
died  in  Roane  County,  Tenn. , a member  of  the  IMeth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  church  Mr.  Griffin 
was  also  a member.  He  afterward  married  Hannah 
Chauncy,  who  died  in  Texas;  she  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Griffin  was  a 
life-long  Democrat.  To  the  parents  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  five  sons  vrere  born,  viz. : John  S., 
who  is  a farmer  in  Iowa;  Robert  H. ; Joseph  W., 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Whiting,  Iowa; 
Thomas  M. , and  William;  the  last  two  died  in 
childhood.  Robert  H.  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty - 
one  began  for  himself.  He  married,  August  5, 
1856,  Margaret  Chauncy,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  Chauncy,  of  Roane  County,  Tenn.  She 
w'as  born  Januarj'  13,  1834.  iirs.  Griffin  died  in 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  July  21,  1877,  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  viz. : Mary  E.,  who  died 
when  quite  young;  James  A.,  a farmer  of  Inde 
pendence  County;  Lettio  J.,  wife  of  T.  J.  Davis, 
of  Texas;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Odell  DeVaughan,  also 
of  Texas;  JohnR.,  of  Texas;  William  H. . at  home, 
and  Joseph  S.,  at  home.  In  1878  Mr.  Griffin 
married  Elizabeth  Rice,  of  Independence  County. 
She  is  a daughter  of  William  Rice,  and  was  born 
August  15,  1855.  Four  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union:  Eva,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years:  Robert  A.,  Ethel  and  Alda.  Mr.  Griffin 
has  always  been  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  fall 
of  1860  he  located  in  White  River  Township,  In- 
dependence County,  where  in  a few  years  he  pur- 
chased land,  wdiich  has  ever  since  been  his  home. 

He  owns  415  acres,  of  which  100  acres  are  under 
cultivation.  In  1872  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  which  capacity  he  served  eight  years:  he 
was  then  elected  county  and  probate  judge,  serving 
three  terms.  He  afterward  represented  the  county 
in  the  General  Assembly.  In  .Vugust.  18*)2.  he 
was  mustered  into  Company  A.  Col.  Shaver’s  regi- 
ment, and  served  until  the  surrender  at  Jackson- 
port.  Ark.,  June  5,  1865,  as  second  lieuti-naut, 
participating  in  many  battles,  among  them  Prairie 
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Grove,  Pilot  Knob,  Trading  Post  and  Big  Blue. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  are  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder. 
Judge  Griffin  is  a Democrat,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  influential  citizens  of  the  county. 

McCurdy  Hail,  sheriff  and  collector  of  Inde- 
pendence County,  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ark., 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of 
Dr.  William  P.  A.  Hail,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
who,  after  growing  to  manhood,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Underwood,  also  a native 
of  Tennessee.  In  1851  the  parents  immigrated  to 
Arkansas,  locating  in  Greene  Count\%  at  Greens- 
borough,  and  here  the  father  practiced  his  profes- 
sion until  1852.  He  wms  a graduate  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Medical  College,  and  was  a physician  and 
surgeon  of  considerable  note,  having  followed  this 
business  all  his  life.  He  was  a surgeon  in  the 
Mexican  War.  At  the  above  mentioned  date  he 
moved  to  Smithville,  Lawrence  County,  where  he 
received  his  final  summons  in  1857.  The  mother 
died  in  the  spring  of  1863,  at  Powhatan,  the  coun- 
ty seat  of  that  county.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  only  two  now  living;  Stevadson 
A.  and  McCurdy.  The  latter  passed  his  youth 
and  early  manhood  in  Lawrence  County,  but  the 
only  education  he  obtained  was  by  self -application; 
and  although  reared  in  town,  when  old  enough  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  thus  continuing 
for  four  years.  He  then  embarked  as  clerk  in  a 
store,  at  Evening  Shade,  and  remained  there  until 
1871,  when  he  moved  to  Hickory  Valley,  subse- 
quently working  on  the  construction  of  the  Kansas 
City  Railroad  as  a carpenter.  In  1873  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Hickory  Valley,  Independ- 
ence Countv,  but  lost  nearly  everything  bv  being 
burned  out  in  1879.  In  1886  he  w^as  elected  sher- 
iff and  collector  of  this  county,  and  was  compli 
mented  by  being  re-elected  in  1888.  It  is  but  a 
statement  of  the  truth  when  it  is  said  that  no  man 
could  be  found  more  capal)le  to  fill  that  position 
than  Mr.  Hail.  He  was  j)ostmaster  at  Hickory 
Valley  from  1873  to  1884.  By  h is  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Meacham,  in  1873,  he  became  the 
father  of  five  children;  Willie  A.,  McCurdy,  Jr., 
Lizzie  W.,  Nettie  and  Lena.  Mrs.  Hail  is  a mem- 


' ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South. 

He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  K.  A 
. L.  of  H.  He  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  land, 
with  eighty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  he  also  has 
I a house  and  lot  in  Batesville. 

Mrs.  Lou  C.  Hathcock  (whose  maiden  name 
was  Watts),  the  relict  of  Seaborn  A.  Hathcock, 
w'as  born  in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  March 
16,  1860,  and  is  a daughter  of  Mrs.  Manerva  O. 
and  William  T.  Watts,  who  w’ere  born  February 
24,  1S12-,  and  January  22,  1831,  respectively. 
They  moved  from  Perry  County,  Mo.',  to  Independ- 
ence County,  Ark.,  in  1849,  where  the  father  is 
now  making  his  home  wdth  his  daughter.  Mrs. 
Hathcock.  Mi's.  Watts  died  October  2.  1883, 
leaving  one  single  daughter,  also  residing  with 
her  sister.  Mrs.  Hathcock  was  reared  and  educated 
I in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  was  here  mar- 
! ried,  March  4,  1874,  to  Seaborn  A.  Hathcock.  who 
was  born  in  the  State  of  IMississippi,  November  20. 
1847.  He  there  acquired  his  scholastic  training, 
and  came  to  Arkansas  May  24,  1873,  here  engag- 
ing in  the  mercantile  business  in  Sulphur  Rock. 
After  a career  which  marked  him  as  one  of  the 
successful  and  representative  business  men  of  the 
^ county,  his  death  occurred  on  the  7th  of  January, 
1888.  He  was  always  noted  for  his  intelligence, 
energy  and  honesty,  and  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  had  business  or  social  re  • 

! lations.  He  left  a wife  and  four  interesting  children 
' to  mourn  his  loss,  the  names  of  the  latter  being 
Minnie  L.,  Henry  C.,  Eddis  W. , Virgie  O.  Mr. 

I Hathcock  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

, Mrs.  Hathcock  is  residing  at  her  home  at  Sulphur 
i Rock,  where  her  family  and  the  duties  attendant 
upon  domestic  life  engage  her  time  and  attention. 

I She  is  not  a member  of  any  church,  but  is  a be- 
liever in  the  Christian  faith,  and  supports  the  cause 
by  precept  and  example. 

C.  R.  Handford  A Co.,  manufacturers  of 
mountain  red  cedar. telegraph  poles,  railway  piling, 
sawed  and  split  fence  posts,  cedar  shingles  and 
pickets,  oak,  yellow  pine,  .sycamore,  walnut,  ash  and 
cottonwood  lumber,  have  the  largest  enterprise  of 
the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  do  an  im- 
mense business  in  the  manufacturing  line.  This 
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business  was  established  in  1884,  and  has  been  in 
successful  operation  since  its  organization.  The 
firm  employs  a great  many  hands,  and  carries  on 
business  the  year  round.  The  senior  member  of 
this  firm,  Charles  R.  Handford.  was  born  in  Mor- 
gan County,  Ohio,  in  1842,  and  was  partly  reared 
in  that  State,  and  in  Philadelphia.  Penn.  He  sub- 
sequently moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  thence 
to  Kansas,  leaving  Philadelphia  in  1854.  In  1856 
he  arrived  in  Wyandotte  County,  Kas.,  just  as 
the  border  trouble  was  beginning,  and  there  he  ! 
worked  at  the  lumber  business,  and  at  farminof.  se- 
curing  such  education  as  the  time  afforded.  He 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1872,  in  August,  before  the 
Iron  Mountain  Railroad  was  built,  and  located  in 
Pulaski  County,  going  then  to  Saline  County.  He 
was  married  in  Iowa,  to  Miss  Sarah  Brown,  who 
bore  him  six  children;  Myrtle,  Stanley,  Charles, 
Jack,  Willie  and  Frances.  In  1884  Mr.  Hand- 
ford  came  to  Batesville  with  his  family,  and  in 
that  year  the  present  business  was  established.  He 
owns  a nice  residence  in  that  town,  and  is  also  in- 
terested as  a stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Bates- 
ville. His  parents,  Joseph  and  Narcissa  (Robert- 
son) Handford,  were  natives  of  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
and  Ohio,  and  descendants  of  English  and  Scotch 
ancestors,  respectively.  Charles  R.  Handford  en- 
listed in  the  Federal  army  while  living  in  Wyan- 
dotte, Kas.,  in  1862,  Company  A,  Sixth  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and  served  until  August,  1865.  He  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  principal  engagements,  and  was 
never  sick  a day,  nor  was  he  ever  wounded  or  cap- 
tured. The  junior  member  of  the  above-mentioned 
firm,  J.  S.  Handford,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  1854,  and  went  to  Kansas  with  his 
parents.  He  engaged  first  as  a clerk  in  a dry 
goods  store,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  a number 
of  years.  In  1876  he  engaged  in  the  saw-mill 
business  in  Arkansas,  and  carried  this  on  for  about 
twelve  years,  being  interested  in  it  at  the  present. 
He  became  a member  of  the  firm  at  Batesville  in 
1884.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Batesville 
Bank  on  the  1st  of  July,  1889,  at  its  organization, 
and  now  holds  that  position.  He  was  married  in 
December,  1879,  to  IMiss  Abbie  J.  Boyer,  a na- 
tive of  Illinois,  and  to  them  were  born  tive  chil- 
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dren.  Mr.  Handford  is  a member  of  the  -4.  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  P. 

Anthony  B.  Harrelson.  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Dota,  Ark.  Mr.  Harrelson  is  a native  of  Lawrence 
County,  Tenu.,  born  on  the  30th  of  March,  1837, 
and  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  emigrated  with  his 
I parents  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  landing  in 
Black  River  Township  on  Christmas  day,  1853. 
His  father,  Vincent  Harrelson,  was  a native  of  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  born  in  1800,  and  when  a young 
man  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  -Inthony,  also  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  born  in  1802.  After  mar- 
riacje  they  came  to  Arkansas,  and  there  the  father 
died  in  1875,  and  the  mother — previous  to  this — 
in  1861.  The  father  tilled  the  soil  successfully  all 
his  life.  During  his  youthful  days  he  was  a play- 
mate of  David  Crockett,  of  pioneer  fame,  and  they 
were  great  friends.  Both  the  parents  were  church 
members — the  father  a Baptist  and  the  mother  a 
Methodist.  The  maternal  and  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  natives  of  Kentucky,  in  which  State  they 
passed  their  last  days.  Anthony  B.  Harrelson 
passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm,  and  not  being 
favored  with  many  oppoilunities  for  attending 
school,  his  educational  advantages,  in  consequence, 
were  quite  limited.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three,  by  following  agricultural 
pursuits  on  his  father's  farm,  and  this  continued 
until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army. 
Company  A,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  for  six 
months’  service,  and  was  discharged  at  St.  Louis. 
He  then  moved  to  Illinois.  Previous  to  this,  in 
1860,  he  led  to  the  matrimonial  altar  5Iiss  Phtebe 
A.  IMcDonald,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Brown) 
McDonald,  natives  of  Mississippi.  The  McDonald 
family  emigrated  to  Arkansas  in  the  50' s,  and 
after  a few  years’  residence  in  this  State,  returned 
to  their  native  State,  where  the  parents  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  To  4Ir.  and  5Irs.  Har 
relson  were  born  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
livincr;  William  F.,  born  in  1861.  is  now  married, 
and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  near  his  father; 
IMary  E.,  wife  of  W.  D.  Bowlby,  a farmer  of  Black 
River  Township;  Laban  V.,  married  and  engaged 
I in  farming  on  the  farm  of  his  father;  John  A. 
Logan  (deceased);  Burrilla  (deceased);  James  ,E1- 
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don,  at  home  with  his  father,  and  eighteen  years 
of  age;  Thomas  Monroe,  age  sixteen,  at  home; 
Charles  L.,  at  home,  and  fourteen  years  of  age; 
and  Mattie  Nora,  eleven  years  of  age.  For  several 
years  after  the  war  Mr.  Harrelson  rented  land  in 
Illinois,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Arkansas  in 
1807,  where  he  has  resided  continuously  ever  since. 
He  also  rented  land  in  Arkansas  until  about  twelve 
years  ago,  when  he  traded  for  136  acres  of  laud, 
and  on  this  he  is  now  located.  He  has  100  acres 
under  cultivation;  has  good  buildings,  orchards, 
and  fences,  and  is  doing  well.  In  the  year  1885 
he  erected  a cotton.gin,  and  has  . been  very  success- 
ful in  this  enterprise.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrelson  | 
have  taken  great  interest  in  school  and  church  mat-  j 
ters,  and  have  given  their  children  each  a fair  j 
education.  Mrs.  Harrelson  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Harrelson  takes  an  active 
part  in  politics,  and  he  votes  with  the  Union  Labor 
party.  He  holds  membership  in  the  following  so- 
cieties: The  G.  A.  R.,  H.  V.  Gray  Post  No.  33, 
Sulphur  Rock;  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  Ladies’  Chap-  j 
ter,  and  also  the  Agricultural  IVheel.  He  came  to  S 
Independence  County  when  there  were  very  few  j 
settlers  in  the  County,  and  when  wild  game  was  j 
plentiful.  Where  fine  farms  and  growing  towns 
are  at  present  situated  once  flourished  heavy  tim- 
ber. Mr.  Harrelson  is  one  of  the  progressive  citi- 
zens of  the  community,  and  has  aided  materially 
in  developing  this  part  of  the  county. 

James  W.  Headstream  is  well  known  in  Wash- 
ington Township,  Independence  County,  as  an  en- 
terprising and  successful  farmer.  He  first  located 
there  in  1845,  at  which  time  he  entered  a consid- 
erable tract  of  land,  and  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  He  now  owns 
340  acres  in  Independence  County,  150  acres  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  about  200  acres  in 
Stone  County,  Ark.  His  early  experiences  in  the 
county  (which  has  for  so  many  years  been  his  home)  i 
were  those  of  the  pioneer,  and  his  present  pros-  I 
perity  is  the  result  of  many  hardships  endured  and  i 
the  practice  of  economy  as  well  as  good  manage- 
ment and  enterprise.  Mr.  Headstream  was  born  in 
Hickman  County,  Tenu.,  about  the  year  1827.  His 
parents  were  John  P.  and  Harriot  (Hassel)  Head- 


stream.  John  P.  Headstream  was  a native  of 
Sweden,  and  was  born  in  1810.  When  a young 
man  he  left  his  native  country  and  came  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  afterward  locating  in  Hickman  Coun- 
ty, where  he  married.  About  1835  he  removed 
to  Helena,  Ark.,  his  death  occurring  in  1844  in 
Monroe  County,  Ark.  His  wife  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  in  1812,  and  lived  until  18S0. 
Of  their  nine  childi’en  but  three  are  now'  living. 
In  1849  James  W.  married  Rachel  M.  Ford,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Tennessee  in  1831.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  James  G.  and  Martha  A.  (Roland) 
Ford.  She  lived  to  be  the  mother  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  survive,  viz.  : Harriet  O. , who 
married  Claiborn  Pierce;  Sarah  P. , wife  of  John 
Olvey;  James  P. ; Margaret,  w'ho  married  Robert 
Baird;  Felix  J.  and  Virginia  L.  In  1809  Mr. 

I Headstream  married  Mahulda  Pierce,  w'ho  was  also 
a native  of  Tennessee,  and  was  born  in  1837. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  all 
living,  viz. ; David  R. , Anna  J. , Dora  H. , Laura  A. , 
Samuel  B.,  Maude  and  William  T.  B.  Mrs.  Head- 
stream  is  a daughter  of  Zadock  and  Nancy  Pierce. 
Mr.  Headstream  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  reside  near  Victor  postoffice,  six  miles  west 
of  Batesville,  and  are  among  the  earliest  settlers 
I of  the  township. 

I John  A.  Hinkle,  of  the  firm  of  Hinkle  & Co., 
j Batesville,  owes  his  nativity  to  Izard  County,  Ark., 
where  his  birth  occurred  the  20th  of  December, 
1852.  His  father,  John  D.  Hinkle,  was  a native 
of  Tennessee,  and  after  reaching  manhood  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Arena  Beckham,  also  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  They  emigrated  to  Arkansas 
in  the  40’ s,  locating  in  Izard  County,  and  there  he 
followed  the  profession  of  teaching,  but  in  connec- 
tion carried  on  farming  also.  The  father  died  in 
1852,  but  the  mother  is  still  living.  She  w'as  mar- 
ried the  second  time  to  Stephen  Taylor,  by  whom 
she  had  five  children,  three  living:  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Williams,  Mrs.  Amanda  Bone  and  Mrs.  Emeline 
Haley.  Mr.  Taylor  died  in  1870.  The  mother  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  in  Izard  County,  aiul 
! enjoys  fairly  good  health.  John  A.  Hinkle  secnreil 
' a fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  re- 
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mained  on  the  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  then  encratjed  as  a clerk  for  Hinkle  & Son  (his 
uncle  and  cousin),  at  Lunenburg,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1876,  after  which,  in  May  of  that 
year,  he  embarked  in  merchandising  for  himself  at 
Melbourne.  He  carried  on  business  at  that  place 
until  1883,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Bates- 
ville,  where  he  carried  on  the  business  alone.  The 
firm  was  changed  in  1885  to  J.  A.  Hinkle  & Co., 
by  adding  Jeff  P.  Hinkle,  a cousin,  and  thus  con- 
tinued until  H.  H.  Hinkle,  another  cousin,  and 
brother  of  Jeff  P. , became  a member  of  the  firm, 
and  the  title  was  changed  to  Hinkle  A Co.  This 
firm  carry  a full  line  of  general  merchandise,  valued 
at  from  812,000  to  115,000.  They  are  doing  a 
good  business.  Jeff"  P.  died  in  April,  1889. 
H.  H.  Hinkle  retired  from  the  business  in  1888, 
and  engaged  in  the  banking  business,  which  bank 
was  consolidated  into  a stock  company  in  July, 
1889,  with  H.  H.  Hinkle  as  cashier.  Thus  John 
A.  was  left  alone  to  run  the  mercantile  department. 
Mr.  Hinkle  has  a wide  experience  in  merchandis- 
ing, having  followed  the  business  from  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  was  married,  in  1879,  to  Miss 
Talitha  Kilpatrick,  of  Hazlehurst,  Miss.,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  A.  Kilpatrick.  ^Irs.  Hinkle 
is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  ilr.  Hinkle 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the 
Batesville  Telephone  Company;  is  also  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  directors  of  Batesville  Tele- 
phone Company;  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  Batesville  Printing  Company,  and  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Batesville. 

William  D.  Hodges,  who  is  classed  among  the 
most  independent  and  progi’essive  farmers  of 
Northeast  Arkansas,  was  born  August  18,  1833, 
and  is  a son  of  Fleming  and  Sarah  (Kimzey) 
Hodges,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The 
father  died  in  the  State  of  Alabama  about  the  year 
1843,  and  the  mother  was  again  married  some 
time  afterward,  her  second  husband  being  David 
C.  Whitehead  of  that  State.  They  emigrated  to 
Arkansas  in  1855,  where  the  mother  died  in  1878. 
The  birthplace  of  William  D.  Hodges  was  in  Flat 
Rock,  N.  C. , and  he  received  the  greater  portion  of 
his  education  at  Burrett  College,  in  Spencer,  Tenn. 


In  1879  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Hinkle,  a 
charming  widow,  by  whom  he  had  one  child. 
William  D.,  Jr.  Mr.  Hodges  commenced  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  1855,  and  continued  up  to  1862, 
accumulating  in  that  time  considerable  pro[>erty, 
and  being  quite  a large  slave  owner.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  served  about 
three  years  in  the  commissary  department,  and  at 
the  close  of  hostitilities  he  returned  to  Independ- 
ence Conntv,  and  agrain  commenced  farming:  and 
milling.  - In  connection  with  those  two  branches 
he  operates  a cotton-gin,  which  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  that  section.  Mr.  Hodges  is  a 
public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  is 
always  foremost  in  aiding  and  encouraging  any- 
thing, which,  in  his  judgment,  will  advance  the 
interests  of  his  county  and  State.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  has  held  several  offices,  but  has 
declined  time  and  again  to  fill  any  political  office 
for  the  last  year  or  two.  He  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  with  his  wife,  and  is  always 
interested  in  educational  and  religious  matters, 
and  in  secret  orders  he  is  a member  of  Jackson- 
port  Lodge  No.  91,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , as  well  as  of 
Danlis  Chapter  of  the  R.  A.  M.,  at  Oil  Trough. 
Mr.  Hodges  is  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in 
this  section,  his  land  comprising  8,000  acres,  with 
some  850  acres  under  cultivation.  The  balance, 
which  is  almost  all  bottom  land,  and  situated  in 
Jackson  and  Independence  Counties,  is  rented  by 
tenants,  and  some  of  it  used  for  grazing  purposes. 
He  owns  200  head  of  cattle,  horses  and  mules,  and 
at  one  time  kept  a great  many  sheep,  but  finds  the 
latter  are  not  an  advantage  financially. 

H.  M.  Hodge,  examiner  of  public  instruction 
and  loan  agent,  Batesville.  The  history  of  every 
community  is  made  up,  so  far  as  its  more  inter- 
esting features  are  concerned,  of  the  events  and 
transactions  of  the  lives  of  its  prominent,  repre- 
sentative citizens.  In  any  worthy  history  of 
Independence  County,  an  outline  of  the  career 
of  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  should  not 
fail  to  be  given,  together  with  a sketch  of 
his  family.  His  parents,  Louis  and  Willie  (C'av- 
enar)  Hodge,  are  natives,  respectively,  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee.  They  are  still  living  in 
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the  latter  State,  and  are  happy  and  comfortable  in 
their  declining  years.  H.  M.  Hodge  owes  his 
nativity  to  Marshall  County,  Tenn.,  where  his  birth 
occurred  March  13,  1849.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Morrisville  Male  and  Female  College, 
at  Marshall,  graduating  from  the  same  in  1869, 
and  subsequently  became  a teacher  in  tliat  institu- 
tion. One  year  later  he  went  to  Western  Tennes- 
see, and  here  wielded  the  ferrule  for  four  years. 
In  1875  he  came  to  Independence  County,  Ark., 
and  here  continued  his  former  occupation  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1885  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
maucranese  mines,  and  was  very  successful  in  this. 
He  had  charge  of  the  Keystone  mines  for  one  year, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  men  employed.  He  was 
also  acting:  collector.  He  now  owns  a mining:  in- 
terest  in  Izard  County,  and  property  in  Batesville. 
He  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Fannie  Benton, 
and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church.  In  April,  1889,  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment  as  public  instructor.  Mr. 
Hodge  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
is  also  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 

Robert  H.  Hodges,  M.  D.  Among  the  people 
of  Independence  County,  the  name  of  Dr.  Hodges 
is  a familiar  one,  for  during  his  twelve  years’  prac 
tice  here  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation,  not 
only  as  a practitioner,  but  as  a citizen  and  neigh- 
bor. He  was  born  in  Tennessee,  May  1,  1850, 
but  reared  and  educated  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  began  the 
study  of  medicine  under  W.  A.  Lively,  M.  D. 
He  is  a graduate  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Louisville,  and  has  been  a citizen  of 
Independence  County  since  September  1,  1877. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Independence  County 
Medical  Society,  also  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas.  He  owns  some  valuable 
propei’ty  at  different  places  in  the  county,  and  a 
comfortable  and  pleasant  home  in  the  town  of  Sul- 
phur Rock.  He  was  married  to  Mrs.  D.  J.  Mag-  i 
ness,  nee  Bone,  Decemljer  10,  1879,  and  the  happy 
results  of  their  union  are  two  boys,  Eugene  and 
Armstrong,  and  three  girls,  Ethelind,  Jessamine 
and  Nettie  Roberta.  Dr.  Hodges  is  a modest,  con- 
servative and  unassuming  gentleman,  and  he  and 


his  wife  are  both  consistent  members  of  theMetho- 
dist^Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Hon.  William  P.  Huddleston  is  the  name  of  a 
prominent  farmer  and  a fitting  representative  of 
Independence  County,  who  moved  to  that  locality 
when  the  surrounding  country  was  a wilderness, 
and  has  remained  to  see  its  present  fortieth  year 
of  civilization  under  the  leadership  of  sturdy 
spirits  like  himself.  He  was  born  in  McNairy 
County,  West  Tenn.,  on  March  24,  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  P.  and  Sarah  (Hodgesj  Huddleston, 
of  Claiborne  County,  East  Tenn.  The  father  was 
a man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  State,  and  a noted  scholar.  In  1849 
he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  and  located  in  what  is  now  Gains- 
boro  Township,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  land 
and  began  a home.  He  filled  many  civil  offices 
I with  distinguished  ability.  None  but  the  pioneers 
of  Arkansas  can  fully  understand  the  dangers  and 
hardships  that  surrounded  the  early  settlers  of  this 
I State,  when,  for  days  and  weeks,  they  had  to  con- 
tend with  the  terrors  of  a new  country  wuthout  the  i 
support  and  companionship  of  any  civilized  beings 
besides  themselves.  On  May  1,  1877,  the  elder 
Huddleston  died,  and  was  followed  by  his  wife  on 
April  3,  1886.  William  P.  Huddleston  grew  to 
manhood  with  his  parents,  assisting  them  with  the 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  in  the  early  struo-o-les  of 

••  O O - 

I his  life  displayed  the  same  strong  character  and 
firmness  of  will  that  characterized  his  father.  He 
commenced  in  life  on  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  but  his 
' industry  and  fine  judgment  have  increased  it  to  500 
acres,  of  which  200  acres  are  under  cultivation.  ^ 
During  the  struggle  between  the  Union  and  the 
rebellious  States  he  was  an  ultra-Union  man.  In 
the  spring  of  1861  he  became  a member  of  the 
Arkansas  State  militia,  and  from  the  28th  of  May.  I 
1862,  until  the  close  of  the  war,  served  in  the 
Federal  army  as  dispatch-bearer  and  scout.  It 
was  in  the  stirring  times  of  battle  that  the  finer 
metal  of  the  man  was  discovered;  when  the  modesty 
and  unassuming  appearance  of  the  individual  gave 
way  to  the  brave  and  gallant  soldier  in  many  a 
charge  through  shot  and  shell.  On  July  28,  1861, 
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Mr.  Huddleston  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  J. 
Ward,  of  Lincoln  County,  N.  C. , who  emigrated 
to  Arkansas  with  her  parents  in  lSo9.  This  union 
was  a happy  one,  and  six  children  were  given  to 
the  parents,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living.  After 
the  death  of  this  wife  Mr.  Huddleston  was  married 
on  September  9,  1877,  to  Miss  Orpha  E.  Blair, 
and  by  this  marriage  has  had  four  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Mrs.  Huddleston  is  a native  of  East 
Tennessee,  and  came  to  Arkansas  with  her  mother 
in  1869.  Her  father,  Napoleon  Blair,  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Confederate  army,  and  met  his  death 
from  a wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
Ga.  Politically  Mr.  Huddleston  was  formerly  a 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  still  ad- 
heres to  the  true  principles  of  Democracy  as  laid 
down  by  Jefferson.  In  1885  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  labor  organization,  known  as  the  Ag- 
ricultural  Wheel,  and  was  elected  to  the  low’er 
house  of  the  XXVIIth  General  Assembly  of  Arkan- 
sas as  the  candidate  of  that  body,  which  position 
he  filled  with  distinguished  ability  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  a Koyal  Arch  Mason. 
He  has  filled  all  the  stations  in  the  Blue  Lodge  with 
distinction  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  craft. 
He  is  a past  High  Priest  of  Dannerly  Chapter  No. 
57,  of  Sulphur  Rock,  Ark.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  a liberal 
contributor  to  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  suf- 
fering humanity  wherever  dispersed  about  the  in- 
habitable globe. 

Wiley  B.  Huddleston  has  become  closely  ident- 
ified with  the  progress  and  development  of  Inde- 
pendence County,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  McNairy 
County,  West  Tenn.,  March  2,  1843,  and  is  one  of 
six  surviving  members  of  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  W.  P.  and  Sarah  Huddleston,  who 
were  also  Tennesseeans,  the  former’s  birth  occur- 
ring in  Claiborne  County.  He  was  a farmer  and 
teacher  by  occupation,  and  in  both  callings  became 
well  and  favorably  known.  He  emigrated  to  Ar- 
kansas in  the  year  1849,  and  settled  in  Independ- 
ence County,  eight  miles  northeast  of  Batesville, 
where  he  endured  the  privations  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  He  w'as  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 


Church  for  a period  of  forty- five  years,  filling  many 
important  stations,  among  wRich  w'ere  the  positions 
of  deacon,  clerk  of  the  as.sociation,  church  clerk, 
and  licensed  minister.  He  filled  several  civil  of- 
fices with  dignity  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  ' 
constituents.  He  died  May  1,  1877,  in  his  sixty-  i 
seventh  year.  Sarah,  his  wife,  survived  him  nine  i 
years,  and  died  April  2,  1886,  in  her  seventy - 
third  year.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the  i 
Baptist  Church  for  more  than  thirty-five  years,  ' 
and  died  - in  the  full  triumph  of  a living  faith.  ] 
Wiley  B.  Huddleston  was  reared  in  Independence 
County,  Ark. , receiving  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  near  Rolla,  Mo.  After  returning  home 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  H.  Wainwright.  a 
native  of  Arkansas.  Soon  after  this  event  he  set- 
j tlM  on  a farm  consisting  of  134  acres,  which 
yields  annually  a golden  harvest  of  the  diversified 
products  of  this  climate.  This  result  has  enabled 
him  to  become  an  independent  and  prosperous 
I citizen.  To  him  and  his  worthy  companion  eight 
children  were  born,  of  whom  six  were  boys  and 
two  girls.  Six  are  now  living.  He  is  a member 
of  the  institution  of  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has  filled  a 
number  of  stations  in  the  order  wuth  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  lodge.  He  is  a 
member  of  organized  labor.  He  was  formerlv 
identified,  politically,  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  is  now'  a non  partisan,  and  votes  for  men  and 
measures,  and  not  for  party.  He  and  his  wife, 
Martha  H. , are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
j Kelley  IMonroe  Hulsey,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Among  those  who  have  become  intimately  associ- 
ated w'ith  the  farming  and  stock-raisino-  interests 
of  this  county  we  cannot  fail  to  mention  Mr.  Hul- 
sey, who,  from  a very  early  period  in  life,  has 
given  his  attention  to  this  channel  of  business-life, 
i gaining  for  himself  a reputation  which  may  be  a 
source  of  pardonable  pride.  He  is  the  son  of  Kel- 
ley and  Sarah  (Smalley)  Hulsey,  the  former  prob- 
ably a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  latter  of  South 
Carolina.  The  elder  Hulsey  was  married  in  .\r- 
kansas,  about  1820,  and  was  a successful  agricult- 
urist all  his  life.  He  served  five  years  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  participated  in  one  of  the  principal 
battles..  His  father.  Charles  Hulsey,  prol>abIy 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


moved  to  Arkansas  about  1811  or  1812,  and  was 
one  of  tlie  earliest  settlers  of  the  northeast  part  of 
the  State.  Joseph  Smalley,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  moved  to  Ar- 
kansas about  1812.  Kelley  Monroe  Hulsey  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  December,  1827,  in  Independ- 
ence County,  xlirk. , within  one  mile  of  his  present 
home.  Like  other  farmer  boys,  he  early  learned 
the  principles  of  farm  life,  and  leceivedhis  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  county.  He  was  one  of 
five  children  born  to  his  parents:  Allen  (deceased), 
Rachel  A.  (deceased),  Charles  (deceased),  Warren 
and  Kelley  M.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
the  brother  married  Miss  Eliza  Adams;  Rachel  A. 
Hulsey  married  Mr.  John  W.  Fowder,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child  (she  and  her  hu.sl>and  are  now  both 
deceased);  Kelley  M.  Hulsey  chose  for  his  compan- 
ion in  life  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  (Wiley)  Gibbons,  and 
was  married  to  her  on  the  20th  of  October,  1850. 
In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Dobbins'  cavalry,  and 
served  until  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Helena,  Little  Rock,  Grand 
Prairie,  and  numerous  skirmishes.  In  1870  he 
purchased  148  acres  of  land,  in  its  virgin  state, 
and  eighty  acres  of  this  he  has  cultivated,  and  is 
now  living  on  the  same.  It  is  considered  one  of 
the  finest  small  farms  in  Independence  County, 
beautifully  situated,  on  the  banks  of  dVhite  River. 
While  Mr.  Hulsey  has  not  attempted  to  raise  fancy 
stock,  he  has  upon  his  farm  good  grades  of  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs.  He  is  a member  of  Mc- 
Guire Lodge  No.  208,  A.  F.  & A.  ^1.,  Oil  Trough, 
Independence  County,  Ark. , and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
has  filled  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  con- 
stable in  a very  satisfactory  and  creditable  manner. 

John  M.  Hurley,  farmer  and  stockman,  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  in  1850,  and, 
at  the  age  of  ten  months,  he  was  removed  l>y  his 
parents  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  here 
has  received  his  education  and  rearing.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  during  his  four  years’  resi- 
dence in  that  State  his  time  was  employed  in 
attending  school,  his  educational  advantages  being 
excellent.  They  next  settled  in  Jasper  County, 


Mo.,  near  Carthage,  where  John  M.  made  his 
home  for  eight  years,  then  removing  to  Benton 
County,  Ark.  Prior  to  this,  he  had  spent  about 
eighteen  months  in  Colorado,  and  had  worked  in  the 
mines  in  Leadville,  accumulating  thereby  quite  a 
sum  of  money.  He  was  married  in  Benton  County, 
to  Miss  Anna  Hale,  a native  of  the  county,  and  two 
children  blessed  their  union:  William  M.  and  Fan- 
nie C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months.  In 
March,  1876,  his  wife  died  in  Dallas  County,  Tex., 
and  he  was  afterwards  married  to  i\Iiss  Sarah  J. 
Haddock,  who  was  born  in  Independence  County, 
Ark.  Three  of  their  four  children  are  living: 
Charles  A.,  James  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  W.  W.  and  Thomas  W.  Since  1878  Mr. 
Hurley  has  resided  in  Independence  County,  and 
has  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
beingr  entjacred  in  tilling  fortv  acres  of  his  eiMitv- 
acre  farm.  He  is  a Reptrblican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel.  His  father, 
John  Hurley,  was  born  and  reared  in  Tennessee, 
and  was  mamed  there  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Har- 
rington. He  is  yet  living,  and  resides  in  Webb 
City,  of  Jasper  County,  Mo.  The  mother  died  in 
1875,  on  her  birthday  (the  14th  of  October),  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  born  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  w'as  an 
early  resident  of  Tennessee,  and  a hatter  by  occu- 
pation. He  was  of  Scotch  descent  and  lived  to  be 
107  years  old.  His  wife  was  a Denton.  John 
Hurley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  reared  a family 
of  fifteen  children,  eleven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
The  first  ten  children  were  sons,  then  came  a 
daughter,  then  another  son,  anti  afterwards  three 
more  daugchters.  Of  the  ten  sons  who  nvew  to 
manhood  none  of  them  ever  drank  liquor  or  used 
tobacco  until  after  they  were  grown.  All  are  mar- 
ried and  have  families  of  their  own.  They  held  a 
I family  reunion  in  January,  1889,  and  the  father 
was  there,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

J.  B.  James,  of  the  general  mercantile  firm  of 
A.  M.  James,  of  Sulphur  Rock.  Ark.,  was  l)orn  in 
the  State  of  Texas,  in  1855,  but  was  reared  mainly 
in  Randolph  County.  Ark.,  whither  his  })areuts 
moved  when  he  was  quite  young.  His  rudimentary 
education  was  acnjuired  in  the  common  schools,  and 


. I A i.  'i<‘>  i A « v'rviij 


OSif 


ir  ll. 

d-A- 

f,  i‘-id  » 

,i:|frU’'7  ..’  '1. 

id  7 

, 

,j 

■ MV 

■ Mi'iil 

lV<‘(.(  ,' 

V 'i"l 

'11(1'.;.^ 

l. 

* ('  i\ 

1 ‘m{ 

,‘ijll  1 1 

.ii.'l  .-.w. 

■ ■ . ‘i 

' 1 .>/. 

1 .' 

’ ) fi“,  . '1  ill  1 '.I'l 

vi:,  , 

I 

; low. 

' \-i.iiri  ... 

■ 'Am  1 til 

: i . 

‘‘I'l-.'i 

d*  iiijj*'- 



, 

■■••.  1 ; 

' / I diii 

j;  ■>  1 ' '.mi K -r’.'.M  xtj 

■'  ' 1‘, 

1 

.'/ 

.il  ;j  '. 

. . ■ f . M 'U  • i!  ' 

1 . liif.ii'i 

I-  ^ 

1 / 

•.-f  .il 

')  OiU 

’ i'- 

-  ' r. 

. <1 

r. 

•di'iv  ' 'll  f 

d'ufdr  ■ 

ll  yi,.  f '■ 

i‘0. 

. i'11'..n  i.i 

i.‘Tj-  ii  i ■ ■ ' ■-  ’’  ' 

;n 

I.  Hi  ox 

.i(  »»jv/  iiiiVf 

'll  il  l.;)  (, 

‘.Uili’  •■ 

, j 

• ii'}'  io  '>‘i'idT 

• ill  A 

~liJ  ! 

. 

1 ...,  ,. J,  ' > 

!i;dd’ 

ii'  -i' 

1 

. r 

/, 

.'nj'i-l 

’'l  t.ri'.  . A'  i: 

. -'T 

d.i'  . j . ■' 

h 

i.  i 

,,r 

lir.r  iii  l>-d  .-."‘i  i.ti 

’“fix.i  y[ 

,/• 

' 

■ 

o:  inii 

liMlltt  A- si  1 -(I'i 

i;  1 '■•.Ku 

'■ 

■ ;' 

di‘  ^ 

■'A  : 11'  ' 

■’’Ii 

' t)  i'.'.  ' 

. 

.■;  ..j 

i\: 

.•  l.jfij-* 

:i  “T.if.  . 

■ I'.': 

rli 

.fi'sii/.' 

l.’S'7f;  u‘i/ri;,' ' •■•i'  i>'  ’ 

X 'll  .fl»! 

... 

1 

ill  '. 

'f  ■ 

'illH  il' 

lO'i  ■_  i-'l.'- 

f lid.'. 

■f-  vr  ,A 

il 

A > i' 

n'lf  .fi-:i'fi  ■•'  ■ • 

7 

i 1'.. 

• I • 

' j'lv  A ' ll  . 

Lli  '1 

I'll 

i/'i' 

■•i.l.'  ;l, 

.iiij. ' id  *1  .'  1 *. 

\ ..1 

iiS .' 

•.ail’i  7 

rAji.'Ki''!  ''..''1  " 

Adi 

• d."^ 

.1  !t."i 

i/  A. y ' i'i.l  4‘ 

A ■ -'.i) 

1 .. 

■ '■  :. 

• . ^ 0 

'■lil.'ii'' 

jji,;  (i.  • 1 

■ • ■ ' ’ i/i  J . 

V'' 

i 

I bi2j 

;;  />’ U'.  I J -'  '*» 

■f  yl’o 

' . ; 1 ■'■ 

I'.i 

■ '■  ' 

-•if  1.1  jt  i 

Ai  t"  -I-  ■ 

. u.'  I 

ii/i..-'-  ‘ 

'•1  •' 

ili/J 

.-iij'i  .i'ii. 

ry  1 . 

i • 

- 

.■•■  ; '!0 

rullB'i  tif  . 

'©fTr.ii7 

.-  ■ ' 1. 

Ifi!  . 

V Am 

tjfl' 

• .A  ,a  -it'Au  . it'i 

'-At  lo 

.1  ■.•f'r.'i'j’ 

1 . 

,1  • ' ■- 

i • 

'■‘■/I'l,  U 

. d,f  (A<s  OilVl  fd 

A . ,r" 

0* 'dJ  ^.1‘ 

; t >,*.  . 

■■.■  f 

.ij lu'jii 

‘u'j.'i.  !' 

(,  I 1 

: idi 

iC  >'JO.Tisi,nj,i 

■J  ' ' i 1 

L'.-  ‘tj  '■•: 

1 1 

7ivi  ul.f  ij  A’'  ','v  u Ji'.jOii  JJiiu 

-.a'  •.■■.  1 

'•A 

.7<‘.'T;4  •'!■'  t . 

''.if.;  liJ'Oj  'A  '.1 1 

i‘i;>;'.d<yt 

M“d  ii, 

'juI.  ■' 

ivjo.tiyii..*  .Iv 

r'lii.imf'.i  i fj 

t’rt  f.'.ii 

■1  ’ili.'d  ‘t 

({1 

hjj« 

f iriijnafili  dl  rro.'iii'  ''' 

■ L J . 

\ii  ->!i  )i' h;j  , r-ui  -vl  ^ 

di  i ,.>!'!/-  .-■‘■■•'/i  Tnti«|iuS  io  .A 

ii;'  ..'I  i.'i  .rhi.’i  ^ 1‘'  iiti" 

;V;  -;ui  fi.  li.iiv/-  , ')  il.  ji  ..! 

, } -t,  i,  .!  ■;?  ’j;;ituv  OTi/'qd  1 ■>  'iis 

I'flii  r.Li  • U‘>UltUO  ' 5i<iJ  Cf  <ulf^ 


bdfl  '►'Kia  wMiJf.il A ,o4  Jtflyooa 

1<1  hr,‘\  I li»r'  , . <''1/,''  . 'i't'il’JfW  rjiio 

■ iMiinu  ) ■ ’*>*  ,v  iltf  j i*  ‘‘(11 

.!/■  j)i  b.vjvai  ..,<•'■»:••  A • ..At  ■■  • V>  lailJal 

fuf  'jj  '■  '"•  ! t • JiitJB  ^.KSUfljl 

A I.;  ,;■  .^i  a au-,  '.“a  ;••  aomod 

■ rfJiii  ‘‘‘Ki  ' ' . rt. ■ /'.  . ifOjio 

f'.'i  ( V il  ' i-:'‘.l  v>u  ■'  ‘triLi  .»moi{ 

' .ill  fi'j  i.'*’'  ' r t odl 

lo  -‘iV.  'A,rf ‘I'A  Ah’n  -.-.' ■»  K{tii»ddK  iidi  ijf  noil 

' 'l  if-  .ri‘xl'/T5itflif(o«»Tft 

i-i //  ■■./•■-  •'  <,‘“hful',^  I ‘ol.f) 

■•livj  i.y?!,**  c . . j.  •!.■  .-‘i? ; i-i.nV.  J4  VilfuK  boil 
.f  ‘«r<(''fvA  ‘isiit'I  fisr;CPaai..'<>/5W0X 

•I.U  CiOA. ?/i  /ipiivj-o'i  ,7r  iri{<‘,5...itir.  ?K>.'Ttvt.ii  ’.('jsljtiH 
W'jiJ  *>1B  hfiudafiji  iAui  'yQ.o  Jiaa 

-lUji.f'".  ''  " i;’ul 'lol  y-'- !r'f  ‘*)t  w’-'  .n^‘U)60ob 

Jw  ■,  ,‘‘.iJKidiiiL/  (VifJr/-? ! v;jiJ/i  .n'J:'  “lU  M noi 

i'  JL  •’  !'  r.o  Jvif  C')  ‘ ‘'drfiRat 

■‘sH  fri  >10  s'*  n<;Ujf Hljm 

ai 

O'i'i  ^ isl  ‘t ..  :1  . ^»hun*I 

■ r^-xiv  till  ui  .bhu  Ay  fii'l  b^^dJntjq 

er  i.h'i''.  ‘ W')  id  f joa  (iJjjh'  ho* 

•,.„i  d** : 1.  d ‘tfiBn  ix't  ao  aar/U  woa 

iti  H*ms  Irt’tuB  (»tld 

■‘.‘iVifl  yiilfV/  1...  yy<UKl  od.’  .h 

v‘..(riA  '».(  i d v*«^luff  .iTA  elitlT/ 

*ij  Ti<rlhfvtj;  iiO'1'’j  tm»d  ..-dt  n*.‘  d''  .jitoold 

fil/  Vr  111  WdJn  f r-  --h  .>i‘iC‘d  hiif;  ,«{lloi> 

TtO  ,.K  -Aii  .d  AdL:  o'^  5*^b£>J  ‘‘.•tfwO 

-iTn  ‘d{7f  IiiiB  ‘fil  hi.id  ...iiii.  fiao'ihnsiqohiil 

;T  .dnnd'.'  j.  , ' j.r''-’  oil -jiij  lo  Bi9<itao£a 

'7, flfi  -,fi  Aj,  adJ  'o  ‘-••.'.'•■nr.lo  ail!  hoIIttfJBil 

■ idui:’  I aWfd'haao.hiiti  ini«»7U  ai  ‘jldiJs 

e«V/  .iii’Ji:;:-:'.  d*'  'I  ' ;',  iijfnv.'*  ,7,*iujH  ..l£  aiioli 

O'  * . 

Jup:  ,0d&  i:i  ,..,.t/ctiol)  ‘ iihiii.it m CTiod 

rjj  I 'V-  ' fKiV'iJtwi  > fy/r  ail  .aii'laom  O'il  lo  piyu  ‘♦ctJ  1* 

‘1  ''iJ  hiifft  . .pjiido'd  ol  ola“it»tT 

<);4H  »j ii  .t  A .'^aiusti-i  nos  nA.Januh*  #tUl  i*9y‘  nh4 

©iil'ot  ''I  -iui  lilirt  f.iv.ws  fij  Ito 

>.'1<!«7  fu  i-rtlli  i..‘  « /dollUli  lO  ©1*13 

!?(  djryfr-  Uti  littlii  lU  ©oa*>h 

^at-.o'  -‘tard'Orz-htt  (..m*u.af»r>s  «id  ,k»&i{v» 

1 T-  ai  haiJflfj''  ;Jx©a  ,lnolI©oi« 


s 


i 


INDEPENDENCE  COUNTY. 


681 


in  1878  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Anna 
M.  (Robison)  Bonner.  Possessing  keen  business 
foresight,  he  concluded  to  embark  in  the  general 
mercantile  business,  which  he  did  at  O’ Kean,  in 
1881,  and  remained  there  some  three  years,  when 
he  closed  out  his  business  at  that  place,  and  came 
to  Sulphur  Rock  and  opened  up  his  present  gen- 
eral mercantile  establishment.  In  1887  he  again 
engaged  in  business  at  O'  Kean,  and  gave  it  in  charge 
of  his  stepson,  W.  F.  Bonner,  the  latter  receiving 
a one-half  interest  in  payment  for  his  services. 
The  style  of  the  firm  is  James  & Bonner.  Mr. 
James  has  resided  at  Sulphur  Rock  for  five  years, 
and  is  doing  an  exceptionally  good  business.  His 
stock  is  valued  at  about  SJ.Ot'O,  and  his  annual 
sales  amount  to  $'.10,000.  Besides  this  possession 
he  owns  a business  house  and  lot  and  a fine  resi- 
dence property.  His  wife  assists  him  in  the  store, 
and  deals  in  general  millinery  goods,  and  shows 
remarkable  taste  in  arranging  her  stock  and  in  the 
goods  she  sends  out.  She  is  a highly-educated 
lady,  and  received  her  education  in  the  schools  of 
Alton,  111.  Mrs.  James  was  born  and  reared  in 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. , and  during  the  Civil  War  at- 
tended school  at  St.  Louis.  Her  father  was  a Ger- 
man by  descent,  and  was  a tobacco  merchant  in 
Wheeling.  Mr.  James  has  been  postmaster  of 
Sulphm-  Rock  for  the  past  eighteen  months,  and 
his  step-daughter,  Miss  Bertie  Bonner,  is  his  prin- 
cipal deputy.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  belongs  to 
the  K.  & L.  of  H. 

Dr.  Finis  E.  Jeffery,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Jeffery  & Dickson,  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Jamestown,  Independence  County,  was  born  in 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  in  1855.  He  is  a son  of  Hon. 
Miles  and  Sarah  (Williams)  Jeffery,  the  former 
born  in  Missouri,  in  1816,  and  the  latter  in  Izard 
County,  Ark.,  about  18‘20.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  Izard  County,  which  county  was  always 
their  home,  the  father  dying  in  1868,  and  the 
mother  in  1875,  both  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church.  Hon.  Miles  Jeffery  was 
reared  in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas  with  no  educational 
advantages,  but  became  one  of  the  most  intiuential 
men  of  the  cotinty,  and  held  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor,  taking  an  active  interest  in  every- 
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thing  pertaining  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  com- 
munity. He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
I many  years,  was  sheriff  of  Izard  County  from  1844 
to  1846,  and  from  1856  to  1860  represented  that 
, county  in  the  legislature  with  credit  and  distinc- 
tion. In  his  death  the  county  was  deprived  of  one 
j of  its  most  valuable  men.  Hon.  Miles  Jeffery  was 
a son  of  Judge  Jehoiada  Jeffery,  who  was  of  a Vir- 
ginian family  of  English  descent,  and  in  1816  re- 
moved to  the  White  River  country.  Ark.,  settlincr 

O 

; in  what  is  now  Izard  County,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  In  1824  he  represented  Independ- 
ence County  in  the  Territorial  legislature,  and 
, brought  forward  a bill  to  make  a new  county,  call- 
ing it  Izard,  for  the  then  governor  of  Arkansas;  he 
subsequently  represented  Izard  County  in  the  legis- 
lature, and  brought  forward  another  i)ill  to  divide 
' the  county,  naming  the  new  county  thus  formed, 
Fulton,  for  the  man  then  governor  of  the  State. 

1 For  perhaps  a dozen  years  he  served  as  judge  of 
the  county  and  probate  courts  of  Izard  County,  and 
I was  one  of  its  most  prominent  men.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  had  a personal  en- 
; counter  with  an  Indian,  whom  he  killed  and  whose 
! scalp  he  brought  into  camp;  he  died  at  his  White 
' River  residence  in  1846,  esteemed  by  many.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  a pio- 
neer of  Izard  County,  but  in  an  early  day  went  to 
I California  and  was  never  afterward  heard  of.  Dr. 

Finis  E.  was  one  of  the  younger  members  of  a 
i family  of  nine  sons  and  six  daughters.  He  was 
reared  on  a farm,  receiving  a good  education  at 
' the  common  schools  and  the  La  Crosse  Collegiate 
' Institute.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1876, 
with  Dr.  O.  T.  Hunt  (deceased),  of  Izard  County, 
and  graduated  in  1876  from  the  University  of 
Louisville,  Ky. , after  a two  years'  course;  he  was 
in  a class  of  105,  and  was  one  of  ten  who  stood 
the  best  examination,  being  awarded  the  degree 
of  honor.  He  immediately  returned  to  Arkansas 
; and  began  practice  in  partnership  with  Dr.  L.  A. 
Dickson,  of  Jamestown.  Dr.  Jeffery  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  medical  practitioners  of  the  county, 
and  has  an  extensive  and  remunerative  practice. 
June  10,  1886,  he  married  iMaud  Dickson,  daughter 
of  his  former  partner,  Dr.  L.  .V.  Dickson.  Mrs. 
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Jeffery  is  a native  of  Greeubriar  Township,  Inde- 
pendence County.  Dr.  Jeffery  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Independence  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Arkan.sas  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  He  is  the  present 
mayor  of  Jamestown,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  public  enterprises,  being  one  of  the  influen- 
tial men  of  his  town.  He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  belongs  to  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mrs.  Jeffery  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

L.  C.  Jernigan,  of  the  general  mercantile  firm 
of  L.  C.  Hathcock  & Co. . was  born  in  Henry  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  in  185-t,  but  has  been  a resident  of  In- 
dependence County,  Ark.,  since  1850,  and  was 
prominently  identified  with  its  agricultural  inter- 
ests up  to  1883.  xllthough  he  never  attended 
school  for  more  than  three  months  at  a time,  he  re- 
ceived the  fourth  first-grade  certificate  ever  issued 
in  Independence  County,  and  taught  school  with 
marked  success  from  1875  to  1883.  In  the  latter 
year  he  became  associated  with  IMr.  Hathcock  as 
salesman,  in  his  general  mercantile  store,  but  upon 
the  death  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  S. 
A.  Hathcock  & Co.,  Mr.  Jernigan  became  con- 
nected with  the  business,  and  has  remained  thus 
interested  up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  the  owner 
of  some  valuable  real  estate  in  the  county,  and  had 
done  much  to  build  up  the  commercial  .standing  of 
the  city  of  Sulphur  Rock,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  city  council.  January  16,  1883, 
he  was  married  to  IMiss  Victoria,  a daxighter  of 
Rev.  J.  Mk  Bell,  of  Cotton  Grove,  Tenn.,  and  two 
children,  Bonnie  P.  and  Kate  C.,  have  blessed 
their  union.  The  paternal  grandfather  moved  from 
his  native  State  of  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee, 
and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his  days.  His  son,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and 
now  resi<les  in  Sulphur  Rock,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  son,  L.  C.  The  family  have  i)een  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  for  generations,  and 
Mr.  Jernigan,  the  father,  has  always  been  known 
for  his  uprightness  and  purity  of  character.  L. 
C.  Jernigan’ s older  brother,  T.  M.,  joined  the 
Confederate  army  before  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  during  his  four  years'  service,  was  a 


participant  in  nearly  all  the  regular  engagements, 
and  was  neither  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner.  His 
brother,  James  F. , is  a noted  Methodist  divine,  and 
although  he  received  a limited  early  education,  dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  he  formed  the  resolution  of 
devoting  his  life  to  the  ministry,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful from  the  first.  After  several  years’  preach- 
ing in  different  counties  in  Arkansas,  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  Sulphur  Rock  circuit,  and  in  one 
year’s  work,  over  150  souls  were  converted  to 
Christianity.  He  is  now  located  at  Osceola.  White 
River  conference.  He  was  first  married  to  a Mrs. 
Shoup,  at  Jacksonport,  x\rk. , and  after  her  death 
he  wedded  Miss  Lizzie  Kamp.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  1814  and  died  in  1878.  In 
1889  the  brothers  and  sisters  held  a family  re-union, 
the  first  time  all  had  been  together  in  ten  years. 
It  was  a joyful  and  happy  occasion,  and  when  the 
time  for  parting  came,  the  old  father  read  a chapter 
in  the  sacred  family  Testament,  and  led  in  prayer. 
In-stead  of  feeling  sorrowful,  all  were  shouting  at 
the  parting.  Many  will  see  this  who  knew  and 
loved  the  good  old  father  and  grandfather,  now 
eighty-two  years  old,  recalling  the  name  of  Will- 
iam H.  Jernigan  with  tender  memories. 

John  Kimmer  is  the  youngest  but  one  of  the 
family  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  dauo-h- 
ters,  born  to  Henry  and  Sarah  Kimmer,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  where  they 
spent  their  lives.  Henry  Kimmer  was  a farmer  bv 
occupation.  John  Kimmer  was  born  February  2, 
1815,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  State  of  North 
Carolina,  where  he  received  a common-school  edu- 
cation. In  the  year  1836  he  married  Miss  Esther 
Eford.  Mrs.  Kimmer  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
in  1817,  and  died  in  -\rkansas.  March  3,  1S8S. 
leaving  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daucrfiters, 
viz.:  Henry.  Margaret,  wife  of  John  York;  Sarah 
A.,  who  married  William  McBride;  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  William  Fulbright  ; George  \\.,  Robert.  Lou- 
isa, wife  of  J.  B.  Fulbright:  Martha,  now  Mrs.  A. 
D.  York,  and  Jacob,  xlbout  the  year  Ln67  Mr. 
Kimmer  removed  with  his  family  to  Independence 
County,  x\rk. , where  they  have  since  resided.  He 
owns  a fine  farm  of  267  acres,  abo\it  sixty  acres  of 
j which  he  has  under  cnltivatioii.  In  politics  he  is  a 
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Democrat,  and,  as  an  enterprising  farmer  and  well- 
to  do  citizen  of  the  township,  he  is  most  highly  re- 
spected. He  resides  about  two  miles  southeast  of 
Cushman  postoffice. 

C.  C.  Kirkland,  a well-known  planter  and  cot- 
ton-raiser  of  Independence  County.  Ark.,  was  born 
in  Alabama,  in  1S20,  and  is  a son  of  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Kirkland,  who  were  born  in 
South  Carolina  and  East  Tennessee,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Alabama,  whither  the  mother  was  taken  when 
a child,  but  where  the  father  moved  after  reaching 
manhood.  Mrs.  Kirkland  died  in  1882.  at  the  age 
of  seventy-live  years.  Mr.  Kirkland  died  in  1845, 
aged  lifty-three  years.  Five  of  their  eight  children 
are  now  living;  Two  brothers,  besides  our  subject, 
reside  in  Arkansas;  Lucinda  is  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Tate,  and  resides  in  Tate  County,  Miss. ; W. 
R.,  died  in  Alabama,  at  the  age  of  thirty-live  years: 
J.  W.,  died  in  Mississippi,  aged  about  thirty-tive 
years,  also;  Martha,  who  married  Mr.  Garrison, 
died  in  Mississippi,  and  Ellen,  wife  of  Ed  John- 
son, now  resides  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  C.  C.  Kirk- 
land grew  to  manhood  in  Northern  Alabama,  and 
in  1860  came  to  Independence  County,  Ark.  Dur- 
ing the  Rebellion  he  served  in  the  Confederate 
army  three  years;  was  at  the  battle  of  Helena,  was 
a participant  in  a great  many  skirmishes,  and  was 
assistant  ordnance  master  on  Price’s  raid  through 
Missouri.  Since  the  war  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming,  and  for  eight  years  past  he  has  been  col- 
lecting agent  for  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Com- 
pany during  four  or  live  months  of  each  year.  He 
was  first  married,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Parks, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1829,  and  the  result 
of  their  union  has  been  six  children:  W.  T. , who  is 
now  employed  with  The  Goodspeed  Publishing 
Company;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  W.  P.  Sneed;  Frances 
C.,wife  of  Tom  Hardin:  James  W. , Calvin  A.,  and 
Joan,  wife  of  John  A.  Thomas.  In  1872  Mr.  Kirk- 
land was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his 
wife,  and  after  remaining  a widower  for  some  time 
he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss 
Jane  Whaley,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Cora. 
Mr.  Kirkland  has  always  su{>ported  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democrat  party,  and  has  shown 
his  approval  of  secret  organizations  by  becoming  a 


member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  order  | 
he  has  ascended  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  He 
has  a good  and  fertile  farm  of  ninety  acres,  im- 
proved with  buildings,  fences  and  orchard,  and  j 
supplied  with  all  necessary  stock.  j 

Martin  Lacy  is  one  of  the  prosperous  general  j 
merchants  of  Independence  County,  Ark. , and  by  | 
his  superior  management  and  rare  business  abilitv  ; 
and  efficiency,  he  has  done  not  a little  to  advance  ! 
the  reputation  the  county  enjoys  as  a commercial 
center.  He  was  born  in  the  “ Emerald  Isle  ” in 
1840,  and  two  years  later  was  brought  by  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lacy,  to  America,  but  the 
latter’s  death  occurred  soon  after  her  arrival  in 
New  Orleans.  He  was  then  taken  in  charge  bv 
his  father,  James  Lacy,  who  had  previously  come 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  removed  by  him  to 
Missouri,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  ! 
Martin  Lacy  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  two 
children  born  to  this  couple,  and  after  first  acquir-  ' 
ing  a fair  knowledge  of  the  English  branches,  in  | 
the  common  and  subscription  schools  of  Clark  i 
County,  he  entered  on  a course  of  study  in  the 
Christian  Brothers’  College,  of  St.  Louis,  and  was  j 
graduated  from  this  institution  in  1869,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  his  course  there  being  marked 
by  hard  study  and  rapid  progress.  After  leaving 
school  he  engaged  as  a clerk  and  book-keeper  with 
M.  L.  C.  Bevans,  of  Canton.  Mo.,  and  after  remain- 
ing thus  employed  for  about  four  years,  he  went 
to  Shi-eveport,  La.,  where  he  was  occupied  as  book- 
keeper with  John  W.  Bowers  A Cc.,  wholesale 
grocers,  xltthe  end  of  two  years  he  removed  from 
there  to  Winchester,  Mo.,  and  again  resumed  his 
old  occupations  of  clerking  and  book-keeping,  but 
this  time  was  an  employ^  of  John  Hennessy.  In 
the  year  1877  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  filled  the 
latter  position  for  N.  E.  Duffy,  at  Oil  Trough, 
Ark.,  where  he  remained  three  years,  purchasing, 
in  April,  1880.  a stock  of  general  merchandise, 
and  embarking  in  business  at  Oil  Trough,  in  a i 
store  house  which  had  previously  been  erected  for  i 
the  purpose.  His  stock  consists  of  dry  goods, 
boots,  shoes,  clothing,  hats,  caps,  hardware,  tin-  j 
ware,  drugs,  etc.,  and  5[r.  Lacy  is  also  engaged  in 
dealing  in  cotton.  Upon  his  shelves  will  at  all 


yi 


VO 


ji.l  1 • ■I'.v  . 'i,.  '."’i  ■ /.'  .-iIj 


■A. 

n _i*  l / 

-ill  -.1  : 

-.1-  ; 1.  ' Ji! 

1 * ' 

.*  .xY  ■ 11*  ■ 

‘...J-i  V ' 

'^Jl<  t-i-Oji  I.  -."»i 

. . - I..  • 

!•'  i!ij//  b'.iv/ii'j. 

.f.„,  > ■/ 



1,  ilii'/.'  ji>  •!  ■ (f.'s 

. 1 ;• 

1 • i-r  . -1  ; ■■  • , r 

/•'..I 

■ M ■ I'.i 

1 1 ■ , .1  1 

( * ■ . 

'■  . ■ ■ill* 

» . . • t . ■ ' • ' ’ . ' • 

• i"  ■ - M 

■ i’>i(’ ■'  i 

..  .:.*■*  ■.  I|  '■  • ■ 

■ .1  • ' ' 1 

' JI  • I ■•ijt 

I :j  • -,M  iv 

U I'ld  - 

■■  ij 

J* 

'(i'-ii-.fi'  i-.Ji-l 

.‘■f'lj 

'■ 

1 -!  1 '>'no£^iJ.  • 1 ,v 

7 .-••.?/  .tj/IA' V- 

. L 

l/i  M n,:  •■  ii  lif  ■ 

:vv'  ■u.-UsI 

‘ . i : 1 •-•l'  ' 

.7  i ' 

- ' •( ' Tb  ■<>; 

■ 'Jb. 

: I r,  ' 

.7 

;■.,.  1 , ''ii.(,ri5  ‘ird 

. 1 

/.*•  V {.  * • ' ■’•i.-  > *.  '■  * 

i,.  .,  • ( Ki 

; -i.l'  ■ ■ 

. jiu  1 ' .J.  j'  ,,.:o 

■7  '.at  •■ 

: -1  ' . - 

pi.M  •■■ill 

' .’■•’.il. 

\ 

; •■;  ••  ■ _ • Au>. 

r'i''  ‘1 

: . jlblido 

xr 

- ■ ;i  ydi  • 

f . .''T  i-.  -Mil.,' 

,k-/w..»  I’.  ' ••  - ;i!< 

1.':  ,V  !.;•  ‘ •••: '!;'•«!)  >.  ■ ■ • . '"‘J  ■Ili  ,V4t'!iO'j 

•-  -7/  1 ;«■  will  .'J  ."if,  V .QV.;.  •,  ;iJi 

!’  'i  ‘li  ‘.I  ■ 

, . -I-iJU  ■'  /I  -I-  ■ ' - ' 

;:m  ’.I"!  ;■  V-  '■  ■ ■ 

I'ii.-'.  T’ j,  j.  • i; 

! I • 'k'i:  i.rU::  . ::  ' ...  ,i 

• ' u;  >V  rpii  I ■.  ‘Jti 

. 'I  ,1,'i  qj.rj'^o  ■ n >•  'u!''  ..'iil 

' -,)'J  Vl,  J,.',  ■•0^1.  tljiV 

■ W-  i,/ 

.'ll  .11  1 ' ' 

i - ■ '.'ilj  l6  ■ ■ ’.j  ‘ . "■  i ■ 

'!  ■ jji.'  '*•  .‘>V,ofq,tn;'>  mt  :iiV  . 

•■.I'  : ' ,UKi  \j:  'Hiw't  '^|{ ; 

1.  ,L'  ,v'^r.:iG  ,51  ':"j  :/•<'.  ; 

' fc*'.  n iri-u,i  i.-.fttfaiV  r-  - ’ ../l-u’- 

..li  I . >(!•  Jj«  3o  fi  ,0'"'.;  <Ji 

- uj  - ■ r'-'i-'  ii:  ‘ay 

-j,  M ;i  'rr^rr^uv^iq  Ljui  ;I  ;_a.'7/  f-tOn 

■ v;t1»  5-:»  ' t:.' ■>  -...''i' 

• fi‘  . ■ ‘a  >1^  ' W -I  '<(  M .'■(ti'! 

/li  0;-i,a  rJ' .'iH  . .(O'- . .•  ri'<7 

Ur.  Jfi  IfiVf  tjJ  iJ-j*  1 J Ui 


■ 1'  *vr  p.iUi'A  u . -a  ,ho;(  ' 

M'ii  f.i  a ,q.  I-  :,■/•;.»  (!/,S|}{?>  ob-oJ  ‘ i 

So  uT'i'fnt  V;  x!i"  (,vH' 

' i'<  q rtJlJQKfwjD  . ■ 
-.*>.'•)  hun  ’-I'u.lq  n/fDa/r'i'  -/,  ji  !,a  ili'uH  .0  .0  ^ 

* ■ ‘ **  '1 

. i *t»  <*  U O'-^i  .ruiuiiiiilA  ni 

: i-!r>in  r.ff.v  'i  i •' .r/i*  4U:%d(t,ziUi' 

»fl  ,'f  !j>r  ,»*•)< I' .1  ; . .J  ji  . Ml  i 

(J  rtft  ■•;•  7'  /ii  wd.t  il  I-,.  iifatC' !iv‘ A fit 

m;  .rw/n  Uv tu  p.d*r^  '•  f'  •'T^dv?  lad  JbUdo  a 

■\i:  :■!  .IV.'i  nt  h’.<i .Uoafiooi-u 

I cri  ' .lU'  • 5o 

f,i<iTt>lfd'i  ' Hi";  / •■■Ou' I rJTft  | 

- ; tfii:  -m!  '.tMdj'.iui  i.r /. '1'  woJ  <-<lH 

Jo  u-jLiiTr  T / lu  ; 

A'  , .-  -.li'.  . ^jnauL'  mI-‘1'  ni  hto(  mdi 

'17':  '/.hhft.lo  h-  ,ti  hotb'^ff 

-vticiJ  J .i.'jij'.ln  f.---/!  .ftjqi.  jf!  b'jjlr  ,.Y/'  .U  ' 

;<i.  vv/aSj  -iIA  ['■.  .I  :r  -Mji  •(  i.ii.j-jj'.ilA  ;o«fB  jgxafi\ 

!’  loT.  ,l.*3  "n  '*Uvx  l.i.M' 

,!r;./J  ajfuT  ,-iia.M  >1/  ' f ’ BV<»i  wou 

UUA  4 ir'yxi.J'iifV:.  O-i  W'Wg  Bodf 

./(■!  4 . 0l 

.;n,‘vbv3r.f '<■■')  oi  ' , tf.  <^1.!  'jdJ  jjxiJ  . 

-..  a-  .ti'vii  •i'  i’,  \in‘i7  o't'itiy  icana 

■ ;‘v/  bxxji  7i)..-:c  t«v  7v  « nj  .iaAqfdfliflq  a 

f'-iUOOiit  {(■'  o ; ;t  MM:.£f<L'10  ,i^is{88< 

i-'.  y,i'  .bx>0««jJ/[ 

li  -ii  •)  ay-iti  oi.if  *=»d  i io5  iiuxi  ,j^£Uf0ir»f^ 

f.  r'"'v;‘i-'  iM  Mj.:',  orii  -xoj  ' 

tul  ■ji.'iy  iiauo  \o  ii/  '.'i'  ‘ivd  -xo  ’I'.i’.i? ynh/'f>  '(flaq  | 
‘ii  .f'M;  '•  .1  t'-fiJf.  ,'J  4'^;  iRil.t  -fS'ff  1 

‘ jij-  ■''irf,-‘IA  ni  xnod'«ft'W  ud"#.’ 

I'ti . r . A ina'xDlfdft  ■ rt'.i)  I if*  tJi  lo  j 

■yxi  .iMriiiifa'i  .h&Hij'f’bf'OrJ  <v(Tr.  ifii'7/' . won  I 

'M  M.'Xto  i ;ho9/icfi  .'i,  . 7 ^ ’ixIfi.fxjuAqiaob 

i-rf  xxi’/lxjp  , Oi.l  ; xj?jiiw„d[  ®oT  |o 

Yi/l  ,rJ/l  S' I xjT  -jiiT  ,A  ujji.d-  V .oaot 

riii  Ivi  ilifjsb  '?r/j  mifOi;)  f't  jtoqf,  liMjli;**  «aw  bffdf 
•mtii  «>mirvs>  -lOT  i*npndif-w  b '^touxitKiMi  -r-dlB  I>na  .»liw 

oiji  qi  ^f•^ira/T  rsw  ad 
f‘ , ' ■ ,f:Ud'.)  w«o  ''ll  fiKid/f  vd  .ff'dAriV/  fHWjT. 
r.rij;4*‘  iii  'trlii  qqf'fe  rti;d  ilC, 

iV.7i-.ir-  . /id  .viTitq  , i 

{H  artcjjViiEfa,.^,  ii,  .vi-joa  5.-,  inv-.-t-i.r/,  ttid 


684 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


times  be  found  an  excellent  assortment  of  the  various 
articles  in  which  he  deals,  and  in  ail  his  relations 
with  the  public,  he  is  strictly  honest  and  fair.  He 
is  assisted  by  James  M.  Nichols.  He  is  a commu- 
nicant of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a 
Baptist.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1880,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Toler,  a native  of  Mis- 
souri, the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  • 
bride’s  parents,  in  Oil  Trough.  They  have  had  four 
children:  Martin,  who  was  born  December  31.  1880,  | 
and  died  March  31,  1882:  Jesse,  born  May  18,  ' 
1883;  Do!  lie  May,  born  December  5,  1881.  and 
James  Edwin,  whose  birth  occurred  March  26, 
1888.  Mr.  Lacy  has  always  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party. 

Byron  Lacy  is  a prominent  merchant,  and  the  ^ 
postmaster  of  Elmo,  Ark.  The  oldest  of  two  chil- 
dren, he  was  born  January  16,  1860,  in  Dublin,  Ire- 
land. His  parents  were  Frank  and  F anny  I.  (Byron ) 
Lacy,  natives  of  Ireland,  and  both  from  among 
the  oldest  families  in  that  country.  The  father 
received  his  education  in  France,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  polished  and  gallant  men  of  his  day,  while 
the  mother  was  educated  at  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents by  private  tuition.  Mrs.  Lacy’ s father,  Thomas 
Byron,  occupied  a high  position  on  the  Queen’s 
Bench,  Dublin,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Frank  Lacy,  who  held  the  of- 
fice until  its  abolishment,  when  he  was  retired  on 
full  pay  until  his  death,  in  1885,  at  the  advanced  | 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  his  wife  having  gone  be- 
fore him  ten  years.  The  second  child  was  a 
daughter,  Ada  Lacy,  who  was  born  June  8th, 
1862,  and  was  married,  in  1887,  to  Mr.  Edgar  Lit- 
tle, who  occupies  a position  of  trust  in  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  Dublin.  Byron  Lacy  came  to  America 
in  the  spring  of  1880,  and  located  at  Elmo,  where 
he  was  employed  by  M.  & W.  D.  Hodges  on  their 
farm.  He  remained  in  this  position  for  a short  , 
time,  and  then  applied  for  and  obtained  the  post  of 
watchman  on  the  White  River  bridge  near  the  St. 
Louis  & Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  two  miles  below 
Newport,  Ark.  He  remained  in  this  capacity  un-  , 
til  the  autumn  of  1881,  when,  in  company  with  a 
friend,  he  went  into  the  business  of  hunting,  trap- 
ping and  trading  in  furs  up  to  the  spring  of  1882.  j 


His  first  experience  in  commercial  life,  was  with 
Mr.  Oliver  Brown,  who  kept  a grocery  and  bakery, 
and  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  beginning 
of  1884,  and  then  bought  Mr.  Brown  out,  and  con- 
tinued the  business  for  two  years  longer  at  Newport. 

In  the  summer  of  1886,  he  retired  from  business 
at  Newport,  and  returned  to  Elmo,  and  in  January, 
1887,  purchased  the  stock  of  merchandise  of  G.  A.  i 
Duck  & Bro.,  at  that  place.  The  stock  consists  of 
general  merchandise  and  plantation  supplies,  and 
Mr.  Lacy’s  shelves  will  at  all  times  contain  a fine 
assortment  of  every  line  in  which  he  deals.  In  1887 
Mr.  Lacy  was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Laura 
Hodges,  a daughter  of  W.  D.  Hodges,  and  this  happy 
marriage  has  given  them  two  children:  Fannie  and 
Mable.  Mr.  Lacy  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  while  his  wife  attends  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  is  much  admired  for  her  active 
work  in  that  faith.  Upon  locating  in  America,  Mr. 
Lacy  declared  his  intention  of  becoming  a citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  proper  time  re- 
ceived his  naturalization  papers,  voting  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  since  then.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  Newport  Lodge  No.  26,  Knights  of  Pythias:  and 
postmaster  of  Elmo,  Ark.  He  has  become  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  Independence  County,  and. 
has  set  an  example  worthy  of  emulation  not  only 
by  his  former  countrymen,  but  by  the  rising  gen- 
eration of  America.  His  thrift,  enterprise  and 
ability  have  procured  for  him  the  success  that  al- 
ways attends  those  virtues. 

Whitmill  Leggett,  a pioneer  of  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  was  born  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1829,  in  the  old  log  cabin  on  the  place  where  he 
now  lives.  He  is  the  son  of  Whitmill,  Sr.,  and 
Elizabeth  (Masters)  Leggett,  the  father  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  and-  the  mother  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  elder  Leggett  came  to  Tennessee  and 
served  about  two  years  in  the  War  of  1812,  under 
Gen.  Jackson.  He  got  his  brother  to  take  his 
place  while  he  came  on  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
Ruddell  Township,  Indepe\jdence  County.  The 
county  was  then  a territory,  ^nd  called  Lawrence 
County.  He  was  among  the  very,  first  settlers  of 
this  locality,  and  erected  a little  log  cabin  of  rough 
character.  Everything  was  wild  and  unbroken. 
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a few  Indians  were  here,  aad  the  woods  abounded 
in  wild  animals.  The  clothes  and  shoes  were  all 
home-made,  and  one  pair  of  shoes  was  to  last 
through  the  year.  Although  they  experienced 
many  hardships,  they  at  the  same  time  enjoyed 
themselves  most  thoroughly.  He  moved  to  the  farm 
where  Whitmill  Leggett,  Jr.,  now  lives,  in  about 
1825,  and  bought  the  land  of  the  government. 
There  were  no  improvements  whatever  at  that 
time,  but  he  set  to  work,  and  after  several  years  of 
hard  work  had  made  considerable  changes.  He 
died  on  this  place  in  1855.  The  mother  died 
in  1864.  They  were  the  parents  of  a large  family 
of  children,  two  now  living:  Jeremiah,  and  Whit- 
mill,  who  was  reared,  and  educated  in  the  district 
where  he  now  lives.  He  has  followed  the  duties 
on  the  farm  from  early  childhood,  and  this  he  con- 
tinues at  the  present  time.  He  owns  240  acres  of 
land,  with  150  under  cultivation,  over  half  of  which 
he  has  cultivated  himself.  In  the  conduct  of  his 
estate,  Mr.  Leggett  gives  each  detailed  portion  of 
work  his  personal  and  close  observance,  and  the 
care  and  methods  ever  exercised  have  contributed 
to  place  him  among  the  foremost  farmers  of  the 
vicinity,  as  he  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  citi- 
zens. He  had  one  brother,  Zechariah,  who  was 
killed  at  Chickamauga  during  the  war.  Mr.  Leg- 
gett was  married,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Virginia  Lean- 
eave,  by  whom  he  has  two  children  living:  Re- 

becca and  Lou  May.  He  was  married  the  second 
time,  in  1873,  to  Miss  Victoria  Ann  Mack,  who  bore 
him  three  children:  Emma  A.,  Rachel  C.  and 
Whitmill,  Jr.  Mr.  Leggett  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 
and  has  been  a member  of  that  fraternity  for  over 
thirty  years.  Mrs.  Leggett  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  is  her 
daughter,  Emma  A. 

L.  C.  Lindsey,  treasurer  of  Independence  Coun- 
ty, is  still  less  than  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  but  is 
holding,  nevertheless,  one  of  the  most  important 
and  responsible  offices  in  the  county  and  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  this  position  with  an  energy,  effi- 
ciency and  ability  surpassed  by  few,  if  any,  pub- 
lic officials.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
Tenn. , Septe.mber  30,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Sallie  (Dalton)  Lindsey,  the  father  a 


native  of  Tennessee  and  the  mother  of  North  Car- 
olina. They  were  married  in  the  former  State,  and 
in  1853  emigrated  to  Independence  County,  Ark., 
located  hrst  in’ Liberty  Township,  then  in  Inde- 
pendence, where  he  purchased  a tract  of  land.  He 
owned  the  hrst  mill  in  the  county,  which  was  run 
by  water  power.  He  was  also  the  first  mechanic 
in  that  section  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1862.  The  mother 
is  still  living.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  three  now  living — Mary,  wife  of  Jacob 
Elms;  Lewis  C.,  and  Tennessee,  wife  of  Robert 
Simmons.  The  father  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
a number  of  years  and  deputy  sheriff  in  Tennes- 
see. L.  C.  Lindsey  was  but  two  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas,  and  here  he 
was  reared  and  received  his  education.  He  assist- 
ed on  the  home  place  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  in  1871  removed  to  Greenbriar  Township.  In- 
dependence County,  where  he  still  resides.  He 
owns  120  acres  of  land,  with  about  90  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  was  elected  to  his  present  office  in 
September,  1888,  but  previous  to  this  had  served 
as  deputy  sheriff  from  1886  to  1888  under  Mc- 
Curdy Hail.  For  his  companion  in  life  he  chose 
Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Pritchard,  who  became  his  wife 
in  1876.  They  have  five  children — Sallie.  Lenora. 
Daniel,  Ollie  and  Ira.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindsey  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
the  former  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Logan,  of  Independence  Coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Cleveland  County.  N.  C. . January 
30,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  John  R.  and  Sarah  P. 
(Jackson)  Logan,  natives  of  Y^ork  District,  S.  C. 
The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  B. 
Logan,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  York  District.  S.  C.,  where  he 
died.  John  R.  Logan  was  an  extensive  farmer, 
and  acquired  considerable  means,  though  he  was  a 
I heavy  loser  by  the  war.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  his  county,  and  held  many  jiosi- 
: tions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  a representative 
. in  the  State  legislature  four  years,  and  was  a life 
long  Democrat.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  though 


! 

1 

I 


I 


Jn  7"‘ 

It 

1" 

•--'J 

jo  -.rviju'i 

‘•,i  , , ,'>y  , '■ 

' ' 1 ■ 

• 

h/vn.'.: 

■■  V ,.!T  JfTTJ.'O 

iiA  . ,'  ii 

Hi'..  ' • ■ 

x.*^r 

■ '^c  j_  0 

. b'»ra';;.uuM  '4  '4  ai 

■...''.'!  i 

M'i,|’  . ; 

• '■  . 

i'lf  ;,.'■  i';;.(.<! 

. f" 

! ■).-.  I'l, 

’ Ji 

h'l 

'-*■■■  . ■);.■'*  ■ 

-‘Xl  • T'-Jil-ir  ,©  ■' 

■:  * : ■ (i 

!‘ji'ti  ■■'  .' 

;J‘i* 

' * i.  X if 

1'  1.0  ip’iji  t,  H.v.,--. 

■ ’ • '.i ■ >/.  r,i 

'■■i;;  .1.1 

■ A/,  yji  -ri'yojij  > ......  , ; 

-|i  ■ 't.  . . r 

! jM7f. 

'■■■ 

..'  'i'nii'. 

i>p»'  fiojjO"“  ijti'i.t  jir 

;■;  ■ 

‘ ' '.  ■'' 

- 

r 

; ••■•.'»•'.(  ^ 

.'.i  pMuinryo  i':  , 

h’ 1 • ' • t / 

■,  . 1 . 

/■ 

•i 

■if'ilii.  i,. 

-y.jivil  ,i 

</0  UiT«  )o 

©4  i 

ru- 

--'I’lll  .'if 

v/«u!  •Wli/.f  .(Joirff) 

; n ^ 

-v  , 

•■• 

il.-i-i'i  fir. 

.:  ..d  si-/, 'All  ..drti/1 

'•d.'  ■ . • 

;,Jf 

, ^i)^r  (Mii  i 

‘(dT  . -.r:'H’fim\iki 

-M.ihw  l’  f; 

i Uir  'r 

P •■  dd<o 

p J1.1  ‘ffidm/ju-  s:.. 

•iJrr  ■■y.: 

C»S' 

> f 

* -'i4  Pirn  ■. 

.■'rtfxjjJ  .’4  ,1 

'•ii  i-.i 

I" 

•4i 

...  ’li'.JlS 

.'J  ?fd  d:d  /.•  dntfi',  ©/I 

: f< 

■ i-'.T- 

lovy?  ' 

,7  .■fi.il, 1 -:j 

)'■'  J.':  ■-' 

r,  •, 

it  i ■ t'  fj 

■Iq. PffJ'id  jjo  Ki 

;d  .‘lui-i'i 

■■'o'i  ':i,( 

'‘•1 

-V. 

r.'d  .d.f-', 

; , k 1 

■ u n 

i:,’. 

’ < 

xr  7 

O.i.'iO.'”'-  •.  .U'.i  :■ 

7 .t  oi'  : . O-f  -j,, 

'iix-j 

. •■'  -f/lTid 

i ■ '.  1 r’  -V/o 

.1  ■ .OK.  ;.i 

"-■ji.j  -.1 

J '■ 

■f  f 

■ <1  i.i!'^  p;'-.- 

.’ill  .iiv" .t :l / ,4j 4. f)  *i 

l^■^.  ..  f.j..| 

•■■;'  K-lj-jr 

' ij 

'O'. 

■V-]  d'-> 

i'f.okr  ,vd-t:-.i:tyi‘jd 

t ' . 

4r  ixj::d 

JAt-ilfr:'  idKq'ji;  SJ} 

'■■'■'■j''  H f ■• 

7f(  j;i  ... 

'•  * 

uo.:,  dd  ■• 

'••:4  /r.-uiO 

' J . ‘■f.'’;  '.J. 

1 ' ■ > " ' ■■ ,. 

'.r.iidffl 

■J  41f'4:,X.‘i  ; 

•b'j...!i-,  J ; j 

'i ~ J 

. r 

■do‘>  y .1 ', 

m!  7'Ij!T'  d I 1’  -rj 

•'U’  '7.  ■ 

J 

[.Hi 

■do  .fill 

■‘.>(.u;  'iJi<.>  . iiwii.'O 

t'  '•■  ...•  ■:  f 

) ]..K  ■! 

'.T 

A fr'd?  jo  .< li’.i'-ir*  , 

.’ifT’JI.-  Ul’jj-li!.  ^ 

■•'  d'-ioom^xT  ti  ii  'j-xn’roJ  ©Jf..' 

-lO.  ■ ".,1 

yxi.fjnnT,  , .' 

•!  ,'7-;  j; 

J ; 

'i 

• ' ?<'a 

.■£>  Xlrr«H  -lU 

4 .Z  ,/! 

M- 

'.**  i 

f.  ■ ■■ 

' > r ' i'7f,rf  p.a'n  .T» 

.'i  -fh  ■w;f'  f; 

r''f>  .h  0 r; 

4, 

• , i ■ . 0.*  -J 

: -I  /'rui  .i'lt'f  >d 

d .1:  '.'joi-!;. 

'”1 

,ij«50j  •(  't;-::-i  ;..  r; 

• ■ i j'.n;. 

!*•, 

1’! 

■.'■l-i'fo.iwj'" 

: si  vli'.i.’r 

. I i ■’ j ky.)  sx/aj  < ; ,'{ q a<r^i 

"1 


•T  ai'iol 


JO  lenflj  i.'iri'jjj,;  .. 

T ■.■J-,  Jiioqe-oii*  ,f.;!ffV>Ti7  lo  ti  i 

"a‘:-d'vf  <5  .Jrtrr.jrsjCI  :hoY  ni  '»ij/  -/ij  )o  itno  ’ 


or  .-st;  n/;^oJ  .{•‘iri 

'/!/>  su  oiiljris'biKOoo  itua 

^ -O'  riJ  5o.  ^no  -av;  r-tH  Vniw  y^d 
f«oq  Tontfi  fif-'d  f-'jiji  ,vJjij/0‘>  siif  i(f  jiflto' 


r.  'mV..  mH  '(m.j-. 


•.Or;  jt  ■'j'.'ff  f.yi!  yfjor  <)dl  xir 

m^^tc  -1SW  ^i:i  Jm,«  od  d^ogt  v.toi 

liynoOJ  i-.‘n UiUpiU  yiaflo/Bsil/ 

_■  . ' J 


Jr-’rrdro'fj',  «fi.  ,-. //  (,jy  J\pa  oivv/’  umibol  z 

. ' -mw I .aljiCHi-io  tfi w ni 

.irj.i,  .jd  ^OIW  KMod..  >M  on- 

hv.jjf  ,.-tycp>  LfvfjudM/.  tfjjooitli 

i,  »utii  ■ ■>  it/ie  ;,li  tr>  y.,r|j  ,fi<(ldld.-iarf.  ;jajt£|, 

01*0  /I'O  ■;  r V/OUL  •(],  V Id^jfJulod  t iiiioffi  >'  /Ii!>Sxr4*>di' 

'■.lA'rf  or  :'0.:  , -,U  Jltmidi //  tnoidw 

: <mot*/.\v;y  ' J1  h.  hfinl  yUJ  JCfj,«od  f>;0»  /xl'iJf 
dj.'Jj  iff  {j-.rf^v  >>'T'‘jrjj«yoiq.xr.‘  oil  lytSflT 

i.0  •’.•if:.!  rfj«  J-rov/  qi  lf»ft  iad 

:>H'  :«AyijJ5rb  hcii  ;hoy?  fi'jud 

ji'iih  lodl'.ra  -^,iT  fo'Bi  fii  '.OKfq  .idj  «o  hoiJj 
j;  ]o  «,?ovta^  «dj  •/  -.••■'i'  iii 

•:lfdVf  .vrr'd  -vwiow,,  oridllib  Jo' 

l-.'b)!tIJi  d'dJ  qi  ?)'dfic*oLy  finji  ije»i3f*5  v odyr  ,f(i£a 

oilT  r«'I  (,11  .;i  (mdw 

Mil  ftoiJ  ',ix.ii;(fo'(jj'j  rhno  ««".  qdi  00 

Xo  •'•■jioB  no(y<j  Off  .ocoii  jo.  '-'.rq  adj  3a  mitaii 
ihififf  io  ’tlHii  lore,  ,!U>iiiin3hi:^  i-,:  oo  ditiw  ,60«{ 
-..id  lo  radhflco  oi{7?i.t  !? 1>  , dUro  «ad  .©d 

'•  ' aoi-i-oy  MUoidt,  d9.8’*  .-tW  Maim 

y*!?  .^rocrn'i^xlo  .030b.  [.oy  f,.  «id  ixow 

«.  ..;(/  ,J)„:o  boa  o’jua 

; lii  Jo  : jjriMoa  ai/J  f-r>Blq  oil 

-di-  ^>ro0t  ).:  •>,•;.,  ..f  ^d  SB  .rtlmiair 

83V/  -.Mi'Tr  .7r-,ittr;d‘»oo  f.^d  sH  .aaos 

-.,  -if.  -.-d/.  .xa-w  ^4;  TiOJTiJi  ri*ji,a<rfljiotJ:>  ta  b«ilul 
'll  &{0!^f  j oeOi'.  OJ  .••OfJ  u . ,fi^':Twui  •)S'V  ii©g 
-'."1.  ;^aiyil  xwrhfdio  ovd  ^nd  &d  modvyd  ,9VJt» 
Odd  JiioriBiii  r.;rr  -.H  xalTircJ  ban  aooffd 
mod  oii^  MorM  iifiA-aho.b:',^  e«iU  OJ  ,ar3t  iii  .aajxl 
Ji,  ' .'  T'>xdl  ,,A  ao'ia.’t  ;0<j'iljIida  ©etdJ  xuid 
doiAh'/oM  ,d]£  .il,  .laioHif//- 

. o1  Y',  ■‘'■Jado'J  bif:  f . j-Kioiof’i  H n«>od  asd  i>o4 
5^tKi>'<o  (i  ar  Jj-i'ryoJ,  MiXF.  fxmy^ 
drpg  .dinodd  iaqooRiq?! 

oaicaii  .tolifjgBab 

nooO  ooqfihiaxjafiit.  Jo  7*njo»««>,|  .voslioi J .0  J[ 

''  ldr.i'*-7.tiidf aaiij  ae^fUid;.  ex  . /> 

l.3^,-xp<X!di  liudiii  oiii  >6  ',id  .fcasiodhoyeo  .jjaifiloH 
, ©jj)  ot  ss'offlo  oldis0(xjf^j  Las 

ad(7i*s,.j  a, 41  Jo  noiiwb  e,J}  ^ 

■'dnq  ,yd45-jt  .’V«,V-  vvX  r S. 

•f'ipy'jwatl  j,., 

to  ,iOH  ..•>,;;  al  has  ,}< 


4! 


Jo 
ftx-' 


■ilnq  ,'f  d45  - jt  .’vVt-  vd  i^'VRjvqiua  '^Jiiiofe  Loa 

' oH  .slaiofQo  oH 
.08'  ,jB0dT 

'■  ,v'»d:Ja  [iloiiaQ)  wMsfi  U-;  MasQ 


V 


r?^  . , 


680 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Mrs.  Logan  was  formerly  a Presbyterian.  They  ' 
had  ten  children,  viz.;  Benjamin  F.,  Leonardas 
M. , Henry  G.,  Elizabeth  Bomer,  Emily  Herndon,  i 
Amanda  McBraver  and  Ida  Hogue,  living;  and 
David  J.,  who  was  captain  of  Company  F,  Eigh- 
teenth South  Carolina  Confederates,  and  was  killed 
by  pickets  in  the  trenches  of  Petersburg,  June  18, 
1864;  John  Pinkney  w'as  killed  at  Hatch’s  Run, 
February  6,  1865,  while  serving  in  the  Twelfth 
North  Carolina  Infantry;  Hugh  G.  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  The  mother  died  in  1865.  at 
about  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  and  Mr.  Logan 
afterward  married  a Miss  Allison,- of  York  District. 

S.  C.,  who  now  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  in 
Cleveland  County,  N.  C.  John  R.  Logan  died  in 
Cleveland  County,  N.  C.,  April  14,  1884,  aged 
seventy- three  years.  Henry  G.  received  his  early 
education  at  Shelby,  N.  C.  In  May,  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  D,  Second  North  Carolina  Re- 
serves, and  served  as  first  lieutenant  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  surrendering  at  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  attended  school  one 
year,  and  the  following  two  years  engaged  in 
teaching.  He  also  learned  photography,  at  which 
profession  he  worked  at  Shelby.  While  traveling  i 
through  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Mississippi  i 
he  studied  medicine,  and,  in  1874,  attended  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  Louisville  Medical  i 
College.  In  1879-80  he  attended  the  Atlanta 
Medical  College,  where  he  graduated,  returning  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  i 
his  chosen  profession.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful as  a physician,  and  now  has  an  extensive  prac- 
tice. In  1874  he  married  Sarah  Howell,  daughter 
of  Henry  Howell,  of  Independence  County.  She 
was  born  in  1855,  and  reared  in  Mis.sissippi.  They  ' 
have  two  children  living,  viz.  : Emma  E. , aged  i 

eight,  and  Jefferson  D.,  aged  live.  Marion  P.  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  , 

Isaac  J.  Long,  D.  D.,  president  of  the  Arkan-  1 

sas  College,  located  at  Batesville,  one  of  the  most 
. I 

noted  institutions  of  learning  in  that  State,  is  of 

Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather, 

Joseph  Long,  was  born  in  Virginia,  but  in  early 

life  removed  to  East  Tennessee  and  settled  on  the  ; 

Holston  River,  in  Hawkins  County,  where  the  i 


father  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Long,  was  born  and  grew 
to  manhood.  Dr.  Long’s  maternal  grandfather 
was  Luke  Hamilton,  of  Scotch  parentage,  but  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  In  early  life  he  emi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  on  Rocky  River,  in 
what  was  then  Pendleton  District,  now  Ander- 
son County,  S.  C.  Isaac  Long,  Sr.,  was  a lieu- 
tenant in  Gen.  Jackson’s  command  during  a part 
of  the  War  of  1812,  and  at  the  close  of  that  con- 
test he  w-ent  with  his  kinsman.  Col.  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, to  South  Carolina,  and  settled  among  his 
relatives  in  Abbeville  District,  then  known  as 
“Calhoun  Settlement;”  hut  the  climate  being  un- 
favorable to  his  health,  he  soon  removed  to  Ander- 
son, where  he  was  married  in  1816,  and  on  May 
23,  1844,  died  from  the  sting  of  a poisonous  spider 
before  completing  his  fifty-seventh  year,  his  widow 
following  him  in  1848.  Rev.  Isaac  J.  Long  was 
the  fifth  son  and  youngest  child  of  his  parents,  and 
was  born  near  the  Savannah  River,  in  Anderson 
District,  S.  C.,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1834. 
His  early  life  was  spent  at  the  home  of  his  parents, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  he  had  only 
reached  the  age  of  ten  years.  After  his  mother’s 
death,  four  years  later,  he  was  left  to  act  upon  his 
own  judgment,  and  immediately  began  his  battle 
with  the  world.  The  only  schooling  he  obtained 
during  his  parents’  lifetime  was  nine  months  at- 
tendance, when  in  his  eighth  year,  and  this  was 
reached  after  a walk  of  nearly  three  miles  along  a 
lonely  country  path.  The  start  obtained  in  this 
manner,  however,  developed  a strong  desire  for  an 
education,  and  many  ditficult  jioints  were  mastered 
and  problems  solved  by  studies  pursued  at  night 
by  the  light  of  pine  knots,  gathered  at  the  close  of 
the  day’s  labor.  On  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  and  squaring  up  accounts  with  his  fellow- 
men,  he  found  his  worldly  possessions  amounted 
to  only  two  suits  of  clothes  and  a single  barrel 
shot-gun,  worth  about  §6.  Thus  equipped  he 
started  out  to  seek  fame  and  fortune.  His  first 
enr^ao’ement  was  to  labor  as  a common  farm  hand 
on  a cotton  plantation  at  a comjiensation  of  85  per 
month  and  his  board,  rising  at  4 o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  working  though  the  d.ay  with  the 
foremost  laborer  on  the  place.  In  this  way  he  saved 
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up  enough  money  to  complete  bis  English  educa- 
tion. His  classical  and  mathematical  coiu'se  was 
obtained  chiedy  at  Thalian  Academy,  in  South  Car-  ' 
olina,  where,  in  addition  to  keeping  up  with  his 
classes,  he  tilled  the  laborious  position  of  tutor  | 
for  three  hours  each  day,  as  a means  of  defraying 
expenses.  Receiving  encouragement  and  assistance  ' 
from  a friend  and  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Hum- 
phreys, he  entered  Center  College,  at  Danville,  Ky. , ! 
in  1855,  and  gi-aduated  from  that  institution  with  : 
the  second  honor  in  a class  of  twenty- seven 
gathered  from  thirteen  States.  Having  chosen 
the  ministry  (Presbyterian)  as  a profession,  he  en- 
tered the  Theological  Seminary  at  Danville,  four 
days  after  graduating  from  college,  and  remained 
here  for  some  for  some  time  enjoying  the  instruc- 
tion received  from  men  of  national  reputation.  ' 
In  1859  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  principals  of  ; 
the  preparatory  department  of  his  alma  mater,  and  ; 
here  began  his  work  as  an  instructor  in  ancient  i 
languages,  in  which  he  has  been  identified  during 
a large  portion  of  his  subsequent  life.  He  was  , 
licensed  to  preach  after  the  usual  examinations  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Transylvania,  at  Lebanon,  Ky. , > 
on  the  12th  of  April,  1860,  and  after  preaching 
the  gospel  for  several  mouths,  he  resigned  his  | 
position  as  instructor,  and  repaired  to  the  Theo-  I 
logical  Seminary  at  Columbia.  S.  C.,  for  the  pur-  j 
pose  of  attending  the  lectures  given  by  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Thornwell,  professor  of  theology  at  i 
that  institution.  He  entered  in  October.  1860,  and 
remained  a portion  of  that  winter  and  spring,  ex- 
pecting at  the  close  of  the  session  to  return  to  Ken- 
tucky, but  the  Civil  War  beginning  in  the  spring 
of  1861,  thwarted  all  his  plans.  He  then  accepted 
a call  to  the  pastorate  of  Concord  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  Sumter  County,  S.  C.,  and  was  or- 
dained and  installed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  i 
October  31,  1861.  At  the  outbreak  of  war,  al-  i 
though  strongly  opposed  to  secession,  yet  believing 
that  his  allegiance  as  a citizen  was  due  primarily 
to  the  State,  his  fortunes  were  cast  with  the  South- 
ern Confederacy.  He  served  for  a time  as  an  inde- 
pendent volunteer  chaplain,  acce{)ting  neither  com- 
mission nor  compensation  from  the  government. 
Dr.  Long  founded  an  academy  at  Batesville,  by  | 
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employing  teachers  and  boarding  them  partly  with- 
out compensation,  and  giving  a part  of  his  own 
time  to  the  work.  This  formed  the  nucleus  from 
which  the  Arkansas  College  was  organized,  in  the 
fall  of  1872,  and  of  which  he  was  elected  the  tirst  ' 
president,  with  the  professorship  of  ancient  lan- 
guages and  moral  science,  holding  this  position  at 
the  present  time,  besides  preaching  regularly  to  ; 
his  pastoral  charge.  This  institution  has  been 
pressed  forward  by  Dr.  Long’s  perseverance  in 
the  face  of  many  discouragements  and  difficulties 
incident  to  such  an  underta’Kiug,  until  it  has 
achieved  a success  almost  unprecedented.  He 
was  married  at  Itonia,  S.  C.,  on  August  30.  1859, 
to  Miss  Callie  Penelope,  second  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  J.  L.  Kennedy,  A.  M. , a widely-known  and 
eloquent  Presbyterian  clergyman,  who  was  also  an 
eminent  classical  teacher  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  South  Carolina,  and  at  one  time  professor  of 
mathematics  in  Oglethorpe  University,  Georgia. 
Mrs.  Long  is  of  Scotch  Irish  descent,  and  a rela- 
tion and  namesake  of  Mrs.  William  Preston,  of 
South  Carolina.  Dr.  Long  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  seven  childi’en,  six  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  three  sons  died  in  infancy.  Eugene 
R.  was  born  in  Sumter  County,  S.  C.,  December 
10,  1862;  the  only  daughter,  Irene,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 3,  1864;  Ross  K.,  born  June  12,  1871.  and 
Mack  H.,  born  July  24,  1873.  Dr.  Long  is  a 
thoughtful,  deliberate  speaker,  and  a profound 
theologian  and  logician.  In  addition  to  his  labors 
here  as  a minister,  he  has  founded  and  conducted 
the  Arkansas  College,  at  Batesville,  of  which  he 
has  been  president  since  its  commencement.  He 
is  a thorough  educator,  and  many  young  men  and 
women  of  Batesville  and  elsewhere  have  abundant 
reason  to  feel  grateful  that  they  were  placed  under 
his  care.  He  is  one  of  the  most  useful  men  in 
the  community,  and  one  whom  the  people  greatly 
appreciate. 

M.  C.  Long,  an  enterprising  business  man  of 
Jamestown,  Independence  County,  is  a dealer  in 
general  merchandise,  farm  implements,  etc.,  and 
is  also  postmaster.  He  was  born  in  McMiun 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1851,  and  is  a son  of  William  H. 
and  Susan  C.  (^Scoggin)  Long,  natives,  respective 
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ly,  of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina.  They  were 
married  in  the  latter  State  in  ISoO.  and  subse- 
quently in  1857  removed  to  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  where  Mr.  Long  died  in  March,  188U.  Mrs. 
Long  is  still  living,  and  is  about  tifty-eight  years 
of  age;  the  former  was  a tanner  by  trade  in  early 
life,  but  afterwards  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. He  served  a short  time  in  the  Civil  War.  He 
is  a son  of  Moses  Long,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who 
died  in  that  State  in  1880.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  had  ten  children  (six  living),  of  whom  M.  C. 
was  the  eldest.  The  latter  attended  the  common 
schools  and  one  year  at  high  school  in  Houston. 
Mo. , after  which  he  taught  one  year  in  Texas,  with 
which  exception  he  has  lived  in  Independence 
County  since  six  years  of  age.  In  1875  he  married 
Ruth  A.,  daughter  of  William  and  Emeline  Jessup, 
the  former  a native  of  Indiana,  and  the  latter  of 
North  Carolina.  They  lived  several  years  in  Greene 
County,  Mo.,  and  soon  after  the  war  removed  to 
Lawrence  County,  thence  to  Independence  County, 
where  Mr.  Jessup  died  in  June,  1889.  He  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  sev- 
eral years  in  Missouri.  Mrs.  Jessup  is  still  living. 
Mrs.  Long  is  a native  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Loner 
engaged  in  farming  a short  time  after  marriage, 
and,  then  in  1878,  established  a grocery  in  James- 
town, in  connection  with  which  he  taught  school. 
In  1882  he  enlarged  his  stock,  and  now  keeps  a 
general  stock  of  merchandise,  valuing  the  same  at 
about  §4,000.  In  1878  he  was  appointed  post- 
master, which  position  he  still  holds.  He  served  I 
two  terms  as  mayor  of  Jamestown,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  influential  citizens  of  the  place.  Mrs. 
Long  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
have  five  children,  and  the  family  is  most  highly 
respected  by  all  who  know  them.  The  great-grand- 
father of  Mr.  Long,  George  Long,  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  where  he  probably  spent  his  life;  he  was 
a prominent  Baptist  minister. 

Andrew  G.  McCaulew,  merchant,  and  notary 
public,  Pleasant  Plains,  Ark.  As  might  naturally 
be  expected,  mention  is  made  in  the  jiresent  work 
of  many  citizens  of  Independence  County.  Ark., 
now  prominent  in  their  different  callings,  but  none 


more  so  than  Mr.  McCauley,  who  represents  the 
mercantile  interest  of  this  vicinity.  Born  in  Cov- 
ington, Tipton  County,  Tenn.,  on  January  29, 
1851,  he  is  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Emaline. 
(Cheek)  McCauley,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina. 

; The  parents  were  married  in  1844,  and  five  years 
later  moved  to  Arkansas,  where  the  father  received 
his  final  summons.  His  excellent  wife  still  sur- 
vives. They  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
all  now  living  with  the  exception  of  one.  Andrew 
G.  McCauley  secured  a good  practical  education  in 
the  private  schools,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Pleasant  Plains  (then  Fairview), 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  1875,  and  has  con- 
tinued there  since.  He  carries  a first- cl  ass  stock 
of  goods,  such  as  dry-goods,  boots,  shoes,  hats, 
caps  and  general  supplies.  He  has  assisting  him 
Mr.  Blackburn,  an  accorn2:)lished  salesman,  who 
i gains  many  customers  by  his  pleasant,  social  man- 
ners. Mr.  McCauley  is  also  notary  public,  has  been 
postmaster  for  thirteen  years,  and  also  filled  the 
r office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  a satisfactory  man- 
ner for  four  years.  His  marriage  was  consummated 
in  1878  to  Miss  Gertrude  Garretson,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  they  have  two  children,  Beulah  B..  aged 
' nine  years,  and  Garrie  G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  months.  Mr.  McCauley  is  the  owner  of 
120  acres  of  fine  land,  and  also  valuable  proj)erty 
in  the  town  of  Pleasant  Plains.  He  is  a stanch 
. Democrat  and  a firm  believer  in  Democracy.  He 
also  takes  a great  interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
State  and  county. 

Eli  McClain,  i\I.  D. , a young  physician  of  ac- 
knowledged merit  in  Indejiendence  County,  Ark., 
was  born  in  Randolph  County,  this  State,  April  24, 
1859,  and  is  one  of  four  surviving  members  of  a 
family  of  eight  children  born  to  the  marriage  of 
Matthew  McClain  and  -41cy  Huff'stedler,  that  mar- 
riage occurring  August  7,  1851.  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  where  they  were  born,  the  fornmr  May 
20,  1822,  and  the  latter  November  27.  lSff2.  They 
moved  to  this  State  in  the  year  of  their  marriage, 
procuring  a place  in  Randolph  County,  where  the 
father  continued  to  till  the  soil  u]>  to  his  death. 
April  29,  18()4.  His  willow  married  John  S.  Camp 
bell,  August  7,  18(57.  They,  with  all  the  chihlri'ii 
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that  have  arrived  at  the  years  of  accountability, 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  Mc- 
Clain children  still  surviving  are:  Margaret,  born 
October  23,  1856;  Martin,  born  January  14,  1861; 
Julia,  born  December  23,  1862,  and  Dr.  Eli.  At 
first,  the  latter  attended  school  in  his  native  coun- 
ty, but  a strong  desire  to  study  medicine  led  him 
to  enter  the  Medical  College  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in 
■which  institution  he  made  progress  sufficient  to 
justify  him  in  entering  into  active  professional  life, 
which  he  did  in  his  native  State,  and  has  continued 
successfully  in  this  calling  up  to  the  present  date, 
and  many  can  testify  to  his  ability.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  un- 
married. 


William  B.  McClendon,  farmer,  Jamestown, 
Ark.  For  many  years,  or  since  his  location  in  this 
county,  the  reputation  which  Mr.  McClendon  en- 


progressive  farmer,  but  of  an  intelligent  and  thor- 
oughly-posted man  in  all  public  affairs.  He  is  the 
son  of  Joel  and  Matilda  (Mauldin)  McClendon, 
the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina.  The  father 
moved  to  Alabama  while  young,  from  there  to  Mis- 
sissippi in  1840,  and  in  1853  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1858. 
Mrs.  McClendon  came  to  Arkansas  with  her  hus- 
band, and  died  at  their  home  in  1857.  William 
B.  McClendon  was  born  in  Springville,  St.  Clair 
County,  Ala. , on  the  28th  of  December.  1838,  and 
began  business  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  He  married  his  present  wnfe,  Mrs.  Martha 
J.  (Morgan)  McClendon,  the  same  year.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  Morgan,  were  natives  of 
South  Carolina,  and  both  are  deceased.  Mr.  Mc- 
Clendon, by  his  marriage,  became  the  father  of  ten 
children,  seven liviug:  David  E.,  aged  twentv-nine 
years;  Laura  E.,  aged  twenty-seven  years;  Cynthia 
E.,  aged  twenty  one  years;  Henry  C.,  aged  eight- 
een years;  George  D.,  aged  sixteen  years;  Bertha 
A.,  aged  thirteen  years,  and  Claude  O. . aged  seven 
years.  The  three  deceased  are:  Thomas  J.,  aged 
twenty-four  years;  Neaty  E.,  aged  eleven  mouths, 
and  Eftie,  aged  four  weeks.  Mr.  McClendon  owns 
260  acres  of  excellent  land  in  Independence  Coun- 
ty, oil  which  he  has  a pleasant  home  with  all  mod- 


ern improvements.  He  was  with  the  Eighth  Ar- 
kansas Regiment,  Govan’s  Brigade,  Cleburne's 
, Division,  Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee,  for 
I over  three  years  diu'ing  the  late  war;  was  w'ounded 
and  captured  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  but 
made  his  escape,  and  came  back  to  his  home  in  In- 
dependence County,  in  1864,  where  he  began  life 
anew  by  renting  land  for  four  years.  In  1868  he 
bought  land  in  the  woods,  his  present  farm.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  two 
years;  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  James- 
town, and  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  has  also 
been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
for  thirty  years. 

Dr.  M.  McClure  is  the  owner  and  manager  of 
‘ ‘ The  Batesville  Steam  Patent  Roller  Flour  Mills, 
supposed  to  have  cost  over  §20,000,  including 
steam  cotton-gin,  with  steam  compress  for  baling; 
also  wood-working  machinery,  planing-mills,  re- 
saws, and  woolen  mills;  also  the  owner  of  very 
valuable  city  property  and  thousands  of  acres  of 
land  in  this  and  adjoining  counties.  He  left  home 
when  but  seven  years  old,  and  has  paddled  his  own 
canoe  ever  since.  From  what  we  can  learn  from 
his  friends,  he  educated  himself  and  made  all  his 
property  by  his  untiring  industry,  notwithstanding 
his  father’s  estate  (who  died  when  the  Doctor  w’as 
but  two  years  old)  left  a competency  to  have  edu- 
cated all  the  heirs,  if  it  had  been  properly  man- 
aged by  the  administrator.  The  above  show's  what 
a boy  can  do  if  he  has  the  w’ill  and  determination. 
Dr.  McClure  w'as  born  twenty  miles  north  of  iMays- 
ville,  Ky.,  and  obtained  the  most  of  his  education 
in  Ohio.  He  graduated  in  the  dental  profession  in 
Cincinnati.  Practicing  his  profession  in  Decatur, 
111.,  for  six  years, he  went  South  in  1858,  and  settled 
in  Batesville,  Ark.,  where  he  has  remained  since. 
He  married  a Miss  H.  A.  Sigler,  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  in  1861.  He  joined  the  Confederate  army 
in  1864,  and  surrendered  as  assistant  surgeon,  at 
Jacksonport,  in  1865.  He  put  several  thousand 
dollars  in  a newspaper.  The  North  Arkansas  Times, 
a Democratic  sheet,  now  owned  by  Batesville  Print- 
ing Company,  and  still  Democratic.  We  under- 
stand Dr.  McClure  has  about  quit  his  profession, 
but  still  keeps  things  moving. 
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William  L.  McGuire,  farmer,  Batesville.  Tbe 
name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  one  long  and  worth- 
ily identified  with  Independence  County,  and, 
indeed,  no  history  of  this  immediate  vicinity  would 
be  complete  which  failed  to  make  projier  men- 
tion of  Mr.  McGuire.  Originally  from  St.  Louis 
County,  Mo. , his  birth  occurred  near  the  city 
proper  now,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1840.  His 
father,  Elam  S.  McGuire,  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  but  emigrated  to  Missouri  while  single, 
and  was  married  in  St.  Charles  County,  of  that 
State,  to  Miss  Catherine  E.  Lewis,  who  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  but  wdio  had  emigrated  to  Mis- 
souri with  her  parents.  They  moved  to  St.  Louis 
County  a short  time  afterw'ards,  and  located  near 
St.  Louis,  where  he  followed  tilling  the  soil  for 
one  year.  He  lived  in  a little  cabin,  cut  wood 
and  hauled  it  to  St.  Louis.  In  1841  he  moved  to 
Independence  County,  Ark. , and  stopped  in  Bates- 
ville, where  subsequently  he  and  his  brother,  Wil- 
liam L.,  engaged  in  farming  in  what  is  now 
Greenbriar  Township.  They  farmed  in  partner- 
ship for  a number  of  years.  He  then  moved  to 
Batesville  and  carried  on  the  drug  business  until 
about  1856,  when  he  bought  and  moved  upon  the 
Lee  farm,  adjoining  his  Houring-mill  property, 
a mile  and  a half  northeast  of  the  town,  which  he 
had  purchased  three  or  four  years  before,  and 
which  farm,  with  a part  of  the  mill  property  (210 
acres,  100  under  cultivation),  is  owned  and  culti- 
vated by  his  heirs.  He  there  remained  until  his 
demise,  in  December,  1858.  The  mother  died  in 
December,  1888.  He  and  his  wnfe,  being  faithful 
Christians,  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
were  among  the  few  to  organize  a Presbyterian 
Church  in  Batesville,  in  1849.  He  was  elected 
and  ordained  a riding  elder.  They  gave  a hearty, 
cheerful,  helping  hand  to  all  religious,  educa- 
tional and  benevolent  efforts  and  enterprises  in  the 
community.  They  w'ere  the  parents  of  seven  chd- 
dren  — all  living:  William  L. , Charles  E.,  Thomas 
W.,  Walter  S.,  John  W..  Elam  A.,  and  Laura  B. 
The  father  was  [)Ostmaster  at  Batesville  through  one 
administrati(;n  (Taylor  and  Filmore’s)  and  was  also 
school  commissioner.  He  was  a \\  hig  in  politics, 
and  was  also  a Know  Knowing.  He  was  a promi- 


nent Mason.  William  L.  McGuire  was  but  one 
year  old  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  here  he 
received  a good,  thorough  education.  He  attended  , 
the  Literary  and  Military  Institute  in  St.  Louis 
County,  Mo. , for  some  time,  and  was  there  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  his  father.  He  then  came 
home  and  there  remained.  His  father  was  a man 
who  believed  in  making  his  boys  useful,  and  re- 
quired their  assistance  in  his  business.  There  the 

son  first  learned  in  some  degree  the  wavs  and  forms  ! 

y 1 

of  business  — drug  store  and  postoftice,  and  fur-  | 
ther  on,  milling,  running  of  machinery,  etc.  W'hen  ' 
his  father  sold  out  his  drugs  and  moved  on  the 
farm,  he  being  the  oldest,  naturally  became  the 
leader  in  carrying  out  the  directions  of  his  father 
until  his  death,  when  he  became  more  the  mana- 
ger on  the  farm,  on  which  he  has  continued,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  in  the  employ  of  his 
uncle,  E.  R.  McGuire,  and  cousin,  J.  C.  McGuire, 
in  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  this  county,  in  charge 
of  a gin  and  mill;  and  one  year  in  the  employ 
of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Watson,  St.  Charles 
County,  Mo.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  | 
Church,  and  in  his  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  | 
Democratic  party.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C.  Dobbins’  Regiment  and  served  through 
the  war.  He  was  wounded  twice  at  LaGraoge. 
Ark.,  by  a pistol  shot,  once  in  the  right  leg  and  ^ 
once  in  the  shoulder.  He  was  in  a gi’eat  many 
hard  skirmishes  and  witnessed  many  hardships. . | 

James  Clinton  McGuire,  a prominent  and  sue-  I 
cessful  farmer  of  Independence  County,  is  a sou  of 
Edwin  R.  and  Emeline  (Craig)  McGuire,  of  North 
Carolina  and  Missouri,  respectively,  and  is  the  old- 
est of  four  children  born  to  the  ])arents,  the  next 
in  order  being  IMary  E. , Cordelia  and  William  E. 
The  father  was  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  this 
county,  having  come  here  in  1887,  and  locating  at 
Oil  Trough  Bottom.  He  was  one  of  the  hugest 
land-owners  in  Independence  County  at  that  period, 
owning  about  1,700  acres,  with  some  6tM)  acn-s 
under  cultivation,  and  resided  there  in  content- 
ment and  prosperity  from  1887  to  1864,  when  he 
was  burned  out  of  house  and  home  by  a hand 
of  marauding  jayhawkers,  who  were  roamiuo 
over  the  country  plumlering  honest  settlers.  He 
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INDEPENDENCE  COUNTY.  tj'.H 


was  well  know'n  and  active  in  political  circles,  as 
well  as  all  public  enterprises,  and  was  a man  who 
commanded  considerable  induence  in  his  day.  He 
attended  service  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  an  honorable  man  in  every  action.  Mr. 
McGuire  was  also  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  took  an  active  part  in  developing  and 
organizing  lodges.  He  belonged  to  Mount  Zion 
Lodge  No.  10,  and  was  also  a member  of  Bates- 
ville  Chapter  No.  9,  besides  being  at  one  time  a 
member  of  De  Molay  Commandery,  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  His  son,  James  Clinton  McGuire,  was  born 
at  Oil  Trough  on  the  17th  of  October,  1839,  and 
received  his  education  at  that  place.  In  early  life 
he  showed  some  of  his  father’s  characteristics,  and 
the  course  he  pursued  in  after  life  fully  entitles 
him  to  be  “a  chip  o’  the  old  block.”  He  is  a 
member  of  the  same  Lodge  and  Chapter  as  his 

father  was  before  him,  and  the  same  iron  will  and 

\ 

determined  character  mark  his  career  as  they  did  the 
older  man.  He  now  owns  about  700  acres  of  land, 
and  has  placed  some  500  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  is  a true  representative  of  the  progressive 
farmer.  In  1871  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
E.  Erwin,  who  has  been  a devoted  wife.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  her 
husband  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Richard  A.  McHenry  is  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Big  Bottom  Township,  Independence  County.  He 
was  born  in  Batesville,  Ark.,  January  12,  1840, 
and  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Parker)  McHenry, 
natives,  respectively,  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 
James  McHenry  went  to  Kentucky  when  quite 
young,  where  he  married,  subsequently  settling  at 
Batesville,  Ark.,  when  there  were  but  few  people 
living  in  that  part  of  the  State;  he  was  a mechanic 
by  trade,  but  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  died  in  Batesville,  in  1844. 
Of  his  live  children,  our  sub  ject  is  now  the  only  one 
li\ung.  Mrs.  McHenry  afterward  married  Will- 
iam May,  to  w'hich  marriage  one  daughter  was 
born,  now  deceased.  The  mother  died  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  in  1862,  aged  about  forty-eight 
3'ears.  When  but  thirteen  3'ears  of  age,  Richard 
A.  left  home  to  work  for  himself,  engfigmg  at  au\'- 
thiucr  that  he  could,  farming  and  working  on  a 


steamboat.  In  July,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Eighth  Arkansas  Confederate  Infantry,  and 
.served  nine  months,  being  discharged  at  Nashville, 
Tenu.,  on  account  of  disal)ilit\’.  In  1863  he  re- 
enlisLed,  and  was  under  command  of  Capt.  Knight, 
Col.  Sw'eet’s  regiment,  during  the  Missouri  raid, 
participating  in  several  skirmishes — among  them 
Pilot  Knob,  Inde])endence  and  Kansas  City.  After 
the  war  Mr.  McHenrv’  returned  to  Independence 
County,  .4rk. , and  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
his  first  purchase  being  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the 
bottoms  of  the  White  River.  He  now  owns  880 
acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  there  is  in  the 
county,  which  he  has  acquired  through  enterprise 
and  good  management.  Januaiy  21,  1863,  he 
married  Rose  Tunstall,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Tun- 
stall.  She  was  born  in  Independence  Count\-, 
April  4,  1847.  They  have  three  children  living — 
Richard  K.,  Katie  N. , wife  of  James  Brooks,  a 
farmer  of  Independence  Count}’,  and  Rosa  L. 
Those  deceased  are:  IMary  E.,  James  L.,  James 

I,  and  an  infant.  Mr.  McHenry  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  in  politics  is  a Democrat.  He  is  an  in- 
dustrious farmer,  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  chosen  occupation. 

John  Lemuel  McKee.  From  this  brief  and  in- 
complete review  of  the  life  record  of  Mr.  McKee 
it  will  be  seen  that  his  life  from  earliest  youth  up 
to  the  present  time  has  not  been  uselessly  or  idly 
spent.  He  is  a progressive  planter,  residing  in 
Christian  Township,  but  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in 
February,  183b,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Bar- 
bara Ann  (Smith)  McKee,  who  were  born,  reared, 
and  married  in  North  Carolina.  The  parents  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas  in  184S,  and  located  one  mile 
west  of  where  our  subject  now’  resides,  on  w hat  is 
known  as  the  Newport  and  Batesville  road.  His 
land  was  heavily  covered  with  timber,  and  con- 
sisted of  160  acres,  and  during  a fourteen  years' 
residence  on  this  place  he  cleared  and  improved 
the  entire  tract.  This  [>roperty  he  sold  in  1862, 
and  bought  the  farm  on  which  his  son,  John 
Lemuel,  is  now  residing,  and  here  lived  until  his 
death,  which  occirrred  during  the  war.  He  was 
followed  to  liis  long  home  by  his  good  wife  in 
1870.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  tlm 
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greater  part  of  bis  education  in  Arkansas,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  Rebellion,  when  he  volun- 
teered as  a private  in  Company  G,  First  Arkansas 
Infantry,  and  served  until  w'ounded  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  having  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Manassas  Gap,  i\fur- 
freesboro,  Shiloh,  and  in  various  skirmishes.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  IS64,  by  reason  of 
disability  caused  by  the  wound  received  at  Chicka- 
mauga, the  ball  having  penetrated  the  left  eye,  and 
lodging  just  above  the  left  ear.  He  remained  in 
the  hospital  at  Marietta,  Ga. , for  about  seven 
months  after  the  battle,  and  after  recovering  suf- 
ficiently to  travel  he  was  discharged,  and  returned 
home,  which  place  he  reached  about  the  middle  of 
May,  1864.  October  28,  1866,  he  wedded  Miss 
Lucy  McCravy,  a daughter  of  John  and  Permelia 
(Newton)  McCravy,  the  former  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Alabama,  in  which 
State  Mrs.  McKee  was  also  born.  In  i860  Mrs. 
McKee  came  to  Arkansas  with  her  married  sisters, 
Mrs.  Eliza  Kennemur  and  Mrs.  Mary  Haney,  but  , 
her  early  education  was  received  in  her  native  i 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs  McKee  have  two  children, 
Jesse  H. , who  was  born  on  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  and  died  October  28,  1867,  and 
George  F.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  13th 
of  December,  1868,  he  being  now  the  mana-  , 
ger  of  the  home  farm.  i\Ir.  McKee  has  always 
lived  the  life  of  a farmer,  and,  although  he  has 
been  a life-long  Democrat,  he  has  never  held  an 
office,  or  aspired  to  do  so.  Mrs.  McKee  and  their  i 
son,  George,  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and,  although  Mr.  McKee  has  never  i 
united  with  a religious  denomination,  he  has 
always  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of 
churches.  His  uncle,  George  McKee,  held  the 
position  of  major  in  the  volimteer  army  through- 
out the  Mexican  War. 

Y.  M.  Mack,  farmer,  Batesville.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  well  and  favorably  known  to  a host  of 
acquaintances  in  this  community,  is  a fair  example 
of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry  and  per- 
severance. He  w’as  born  November  13,  1838,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Wayne  County,  Tenn.,  and  is 


-r- 


the  son  of  A.  W.  and  Serene  (Hutson)  Mack,  the 
father  a native  of  Rockingham  County,  N.  C.,  and 
the  mother  of  Maury  County,  Tenn.  The  father 
emigrated  to  Maury  County  at  an  early  day,  and 
there  met  and  married  Miss  Hutson.  After  resid- 
ing here  for  twenty-two  years  they  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  of  the  same  Btate,  and  there  re- 
mained for  another  twenty-two  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1854  he  came  to  Independence  County,  and 
located  four  miles  northeast  of  Batesville  on  what 
is  known  as  Blue  Creek.  He  bought  a tract  of 
land,  with  about  fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  280 
acres  in  all,  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  7th  of  May,  1876.  While 
living  in  Tennessee  he  held  a number  of  minor 
offices.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  having 
learned  the  same  in  Maury  County,  Tenn.,  and 
followed  this  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in 
1793,  and  was  eighty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  great-grandfather  was  a native 
of  Scotland,  and  was  an  early  emigrant  to  North 
Carolina.  Some  of  the  family  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  died  August  9. 
1844.  There  were  eight  children  in  their  family, 
six  daughters  and  two  sons,  three  now  living; 
Aseneth  R. , wife  of  John  W.  Ingalls;  Y'^oung  M. , 
and  Victoria  A.  D.  L.  J.,  wife  of  Whitmill  Leg- 
gett. Y'oung  M.  came  to  Independence  County, 
with  his  parents,  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age. 
and  here  he  received  the  principal  part  of  his  edu- 
cation. In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  H.  De- 
sha's battalion,  and  this  was  consolidated  into  the 
Eighth  Arkansas  at  Shiloh,  in  1862.  He  enlisted 
as  a private  and  was  promoted  to  corporal,  ser- 
geant, second,  third  and  first  lieutenant,  and  final- 
ly to  the  rank  of  a captain.  He  was  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Perryville,  was  in  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Army  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and  was  in  the  120 
days’  fight  during  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  He  was 
wounded,  by  a gun-shot,  in  the  right  arm.  at  New 
Hope  Church,  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Macon. 
Ga. , and  there  remained  four  weeks.  He  was 
again  disabled  at  Franklin.  Tenn.,  but  not  seri 
ously.  He  was  within  twenty  feet  of  Clayborne 
when  tliat  officer  was  shot.  Capt.  Mack  was  cap- 
tain of  Company  H,  Eighth  Arkansas,  and  serveil 
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with  great  bravery  in  6very  office.  He  went  home  . 
on  an  eighty  days’  furlough,  ljut  the  war  was  over 
when  the  time  expired,  and  he  surrendered  at 
Jacksonport  in  1805.  They  were  mustered  in  with 
eighty  three  men.  and  at  the  close  there  were  Imt 
twenty- three  left.  After  cessation  of  ho.stilities 
Capt.  Mack  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
has  carried  on  this  calling  ever  since.  When  he 
left  the  army  he  did  not  have  a decent  suit  of  ^ 
clothes.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  ex-  - 
cellent  land,  with  100  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
has  a good  residence  and  all  out-buildings  are  in 
good  condition.  By  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
in  1874,  to  Mi  ss  Lou  Gilbreath,  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, he  became  the  father  of  six  children : Maud  ' 

M. , Minnie  P. , Leonidas  L. , Sidney  C.,  Louie  D. 
and  Jeff  D.  Mrs.  Mack  and  tw'o  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  the 
K.  of  H.,  and  the  K.  & L.  of  H. 

Col.  Morgan  Magness  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the -earliest  settlers  and  most  prominent  residents 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  He  was  a son  of  Jona-  ' 
than  Magness,  and  was  born  in  Davidson  County, 
Tenn.,  December  18,  1796,  his  death  occurring  in  ' 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  September  1,  1871. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  from  Tennessee  to  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  locating  on  Miller’s  Creek,  northwest  of 
Batesville;  one  year  later  the  family  removed  to  a 
point  six  miles  southeast  of  Batesville,  and  subse- 
quently settled  in  Big  Bottom  Township,  where 
they  entered  land,  and  from  that  time  were  most 
prosperous.  Col.  IMagness  won  very  distinguished 
success  as  a farmer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  in  the  State; 
he  was  also  extensively  interested  in  stock  rais- 
ing and  planting.  He  represented  Independence 
County  in  the  lower  house  of  the  State  legislature 
several  years,  and  his  honorable  service  in  that 
capacity  will  long  be  remembered  by  his  constitu- 
ents. His  first  wife  was  Keziah  Elliott,  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  who  died  in  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  leaving  no  children.  In  1845  Col.  iMagness  ' 
married  Susan  Dunnigan,  who  was  born  lU  Dick- 
son County,  Tenn.,  in  1815.  To  this  union  were 


born  live  c’nildren,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
viz.:  William  D. , D.  P.  W.  (a  planter  and  stock 

raiser,  died  in  November,  1875,  at  about  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years),  Elizabeth  F.  (now  the  wife 
of  Joseph  J.  Waldrop,  a prominent  farmer  of  Inde- 
pendence County,  Ark.),  and  Morgan  J.  (who  was 
born  in  1855,  and  died  December  2,  1882).  Mrs. 
Madness  died  March  16.  1877.  William  D.  Mag- 
ness  was  born  in  Big  Bottom  Township,  Independ- 
ence County.  August  1,  1846.  He  received  the 
advantages  of  a common-school  education,  and  re- 
mained at  home  the  greater  part  of  the  time  until 
his  father’s  death,  having  spent  some  time  with 
him  in  Texas  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war. 
He  then  began  farming  for  himself,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres  of  fine  land.  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1879,  he  married  Alary  E.  Edgar,  a native 
of  Jefferson  County,  East  Tenn.,  who  was  born 
Alarch  15,  1852.  They  have  one  son,  Alorgan  E. 
Politically,  Air.  Alagness  is  a Democrat;  his  father 
was  formerly  a Whig,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  sympathized  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Benjamin  Alagness  is  one  of  the  infiuential  men 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  AVhite  River  Town- 
ship, Independence  County.  His  birth  occimed 
in  Rutherford  County,  N.  C.,  January  27,  1821. 
and  he  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Eda  (Webb)  Alagness. 
who  were  also  natives  of  Rutherford  County,  N. 
C.  Of  their  family  of  eleven  children,  five  grew 
to  maturity,  and  but  two  are  now  living,  our  sub- 
ject and  a sister.  Airs.  Sallie  Chetwood,  of  North 
Carolina.  Benjamin  Alagness  was  an  extensive 
and  successful  farmer  in  his  native  State,  where  he 
spent  the  whole  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years;  his  wife  dietl  when 
sixty-three  years  old.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
church  he  served  as  deacon  for  over  forty  years. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also 
named  Benjamin  Alagness;  he  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar. 
Airs.  Alagness  was  a daughter  of  Robin  AVebl),  also 
of  North  Carolina.  Benjamin  Alagness,  subject  of 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  his  native 
county,  and  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  until 
1840.  In  the  latter  year  he  married  Charlotte  Me- 


4 


■II 


.tl' 


• '*'.4  J ■ 

f'l  jr.'.  f .i!a' 

. 1 li  !!'j 

*••.  h )i.'.  ( 

. ■:■  , .. 

..  ■'■  .7  .'1  ,ai. 

f.ll!'7.| 

/'  <.7 

.■t-  ■ ' .J 

,1  •■■..'  7 V 

Of  1.  . 

ii' 

■ ' . ■. 

, : ; • 

■•-..'I.! 

Ilf  ; 1.:. 

' li  ; •'  I 

. .1  I 

. ■ : /.  7.-  .7i(. 

!’  : ,1 

i'  I ■ .I4  i.'i 

)'hI 

i •’  i/ 

''  .r.  ■ i 1 

truf'  / 

1 '!  ' 

. M: 

- 

■V 

Iniij 

• - • 1 * 

*/!  Ilf  * 

' -i  ' d • »' 

.Ti'l  .0; 

fj-nl, 

‘•KI  Jl  !l 

tfil/  ! .Si-:‘.i  Oi  i'!' 

'.5.  i:  :';.'!  niJj 

li  f.  >■  1 

^:ncV  --4  •/' 

.f  tn,' 

' >:j-.  ^ ’ j ! t 

■ ■'>  •>,  •i  ‘J;Ji‘.A 

.-  f !f.l! 

-5ro  'll. 

. .aoiin-j.  ' i" 

'll  li'  • ■ i ' ti>  r ' ./I 

. Movin' 

4,  FT 

•.■//•<■  1.1  II. 

• •;■  ■.{,  f);; 

)( 

■ ftift 

n;  rt'f.B 

'li  fiut  /;  .>H  ,-»;)!flri  {, I ^^•,.',r/iffl  d4f#,  |, 

) 'ii,'.-  -fAv.'  vyj|4  ,i;r(  ,'-^Wo!'rTjjl  '•’.iuh  tti*  acKi'  il'  ' 


f-:.  J' 


V . ' I * 


.V  ‘*(1||(  'viM'..  ■‘.i.rj  ,'J  ' I t■••'i  viii 

>■■  .'irvn ■ V ■■'’  ■“!'■  ■■  ushi  ' 

70T. 

I T-.-vi , 1 . ,aw).  ..(!■ 

,'.',r‘i 

f •-:!■.!.■}  "to 

’''  i ■•■'li'  il'fHI  1.  W‘m-r' 

■••-'J:;::'.'  ili' 

\ V I-.'' IiJtol  H->' ./ 
.J  i\u /r  i'i'Jiiiiji-icjui (c  >it?l  '■i;'  ' ' 

Li'  ' i!lv.  (■  I •yntL  ft!  r-  ii'";  lyH 

' -i  ' • '-1  " -i'  3’f‘u:!  '*  vHSr'iUj'KiKiLi 

I I I .t  ■■•■!<'  >-]l  .iSCitloO  .Oj'riis 

'I  .7':  -1. I.  .n  ,V  ,^.r.v..<0  f.i.-J'jfirin.r!  at 


.1.  I • ,v  0.1  y , ,:■  .? 

.,'i  'll.'  ■ I*/.  .lil.l' 

V.C'  ■’  : :l--7  ,‘/0.  . 


-•  4 , , , 


MU 


't.-'nl/;  , iM  7, 

’>  ' 'T  i.Qji  Jl 

'"•■■I-  In  ao':  jr  i,i'f 

L'fi 

. ■;tn.r/>'j'J  t. , 

■:■>  iihjjl  V, 

'XtIIH  ‘i /■;.■.■'  . 

■id  ■'  ■ ■■- 

f'U'J  jinvg' 

V 0 i n:-/i;i  i<  ' 

,'j 

M,(i  I,  ' 

.1  .'  -''T  'Ti.i 

4 'lj(:  ijllil  . ViS:  1)  11,  . 

at 

./  •„ 

■7'’  t.  f.'ir. 

■1  r 

f'-/  . r, 

n....  ’ ■:•,»•  i ..'.0  iij 

■ J 

1 lUi'j  ? a -(i 

■vvtr.  ■ >’'!  lalr.Sr'/'V'':.' 

t I'lf' 

.'nX  i>'-ii  I iljyi  I ; L'l  tri  . j.y 

■■  ■'  ' •'■■  ■■  ' i' ‘ ■■  ti'i/ae-VJUMv*.-,  '<  ')_  t ;i 

--  •‘L  !■■  ■•  j xr<:.-,T  fi.;yy  .fjlo  H-u:-jv 

I?.;.'  4;  U'tT’iy-il  '"  ..ii  ..fiftii V -•iii'i  lo  ft.'t'iif 

V i>'.' r vJ'.ol  1‘jVl-  jo's  liOOP'tli  n,‘.  l>>r-  ■ 'tl ■ if-j'-rryJ  ' 

• ' .'»•  So:)'[/itJ'r  t.ro  I'l  "i  *uj !t'ti  ' ‘iU''.'4jj!q  odT 

• 'Ti'J?'  !;.0  6vi4«rj  X4J>SV7  grj  /■  kj;r.ji(rty[ .ba^UiXi 

.••  •;  '/liiiOijj  yiil  Ui  i'V.  kftij.  ,j>u 

»!  ifSiy*.  -itiiir. 

■-  ■ '■  1 .ilnHii'!'/)  kx-fi'.t'"  1(7 

-•  ' ' ' r -.a  . ' ^ j.i./igyi/i: 

I'J  :s'\hi  ■■  h.!  i''ifi  uo  I '.-a'J'tutvx  .Luj-i-  ,7'lr’.ffr' ■ 

•*Ai4  I".  4'  • ft  .z.*!!  i^v  at  ijoi  «:ii  ul  .61 7( 


t) fry i/f  f.ii;.,(  fi’g  I . ) <11  -■'((ft  U'^dyr 

Tm  .T-r  .iiXij.,,  .* /..(I  F .I..7-.  iti  "'loijnoRiiaali 
»?vx  'lAk  )b  1'  III  cirt'd  ) 

;ft-od  lo  ..•■-•  i'lHy  -Hfj!  ^ 

/.'iarr^li,;  I'lv,;  tjt  l>'»).i)>^y?  ; .4q|a0 

r//  ,aoai.  Tito  ;4<j;IJso  N:t/;J  ou  ffthiH:/  «]ftd 

‘ in-.’ol,.  .(  .tv  ion- r ?.  r-d  'onr.  .1^1 
■ atnis  fiuy  -Ij  -i„o  r<o  krij  noa  ft*  f.H  .ttedioh 
• :ui1urd!!'!»  o'f<yt<  '*.’U  dtivt  ,i>nsf  Jaafltto 

Lnnd.Iiiid.jijo  \tii  U-aii  ‘Vui-thif'ii  « setf 

! n'JO'jOO  il'kii  .V  '.Tiiii  t rjBuj  "nif  v.'i  , &0o^ 

nnol-rA  roovii*,  - 0 dJttrfrf.'iO  to.I  ahiV.  or'.}TSi  ai  ^ 
bfinK  ; iil'yrf-.lr.'' ' ijft  iffiltr'i  ■till  'HriB^d  od  ,«e8 
.‘■’F  ii,i  _{  , 0 yoal  'i^  'll  ftubii).. <■*,.'{  ,.'T  etu/itM  ,‘.M 
''  ■ ••■,/.••  !/,  .ft-tl/:  ".(i’ijtsl  60s 

■ fnoiH  **r  uf'j,  1 .iftii  r (/  tol.-l'  odj  V>  fe7<!«i£0SDCt 

n/.l  hnii  nyil]  o.-ft  io  tW 

U fi.  .t_f  “Iftii  Jfiis  ,.1I  Jo 

1^1  ■m.'  {<  ■-.Tl!.  ,,h|  Oi’.giolZ.  .loO  ' 

i'dj'-.-iMi.-'l  j uLtfs  lgoiriit»-&d} 

-.'vurfli  k,  I X5  I '.tv/ ■ I? 

f.ii'u.',.  .0(,>gf>t7'<T(j[  .(I  (Tj  fty.vv  j'.fie  ,a8aaj^l/4  nsrit 
lit  d; '.■••■;t' "Ox!  ,'!»Fv  t , -',j  ■:.'i'Uao'y*(][  ,,aaf>T 

. ■ft.  fA  /'(trTi-'O  ■9^'at>bn;K|(>f>«I 
dd  J/ivtL  figvoitio'1  «ri  i<'.  xwdW 

./  t/IiJ'V..!  — O^  LJ  ftiii,'-  ’.gX 

so  ih-y/ is'l'*'j(i  d^Q’jO  t "I'-'l  7 ' 7^  :S'_  gnilatjol 
a o3  Ijfcf^occi  •*!  '-c  .•■/.I'al  'iKsiy  auo  ; 

F,.  (■.  ft,,  j,...;  t'.'/kios  tie  3o/oq. 

O'lnd'/.  ,qii6fl//or  .ftuj  ,1  Jjta  (ti  ' 

'■■•Oot  ff'iovv  gratj  7 7,  rn-.B  .hml  6»7sjn9  ^«dj 

■ ■•■  1 '.hr^dt.wrfv  ^ Strotsqecwq 

«■  ■-  " 'I'i  1"  itiil  kj  .Oil..  ladii  s es  baauoitB 
lojAic  wfi  fl}  uMo,  iftvlis  «td.t  *0  -lao  ««w 

■ rti  ) Ini  '/fa'/if:jo*)cg  oftlti  stjn'^  sd 

'JM.:  .'•• : -.qur-.-ftf  r.:..(fiiitm<ivi  t.H  ban 

M'riP.  • 'ft  'irtind  row  ! erfi  ai  v*m;oO 
(ji  I'.’ft  «;tl(ij!K><i.od  usd  i ito  Unf'y'ie - 

n.'itfthfi'.  8.'  ■■••'1  b'i-r'f<f  .'.(.'fit  i.'*  ftjiTol  Uiw  'TtiosqsD 
lo  ftBx  Hlr//  itnU  wH  .iJae 

f-  ;f-sf)  •('I'toinio.jyf.jrF  nr  f>'+k'  ■ ;'vr  .xniifoiw'.)  iihoTi 
" -'''hh//:  .k'Oiy/^r  nf  ii.,i6}.;d#  oi.  ,.diA 

ni  ast><  p.bv  ocl/?  .tiJ-t^tittuQ  Fjorjisoi 

. d j ki , 0i  , . 4 daX"  , virmoO  c os  | 


[ 


! 


I:- 


aiHW  00 km-  u .0'i; 


L>^ 


>|V 


694 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Brayer,  daughter  of  Samuel  McBrayer,  of  Cleve- 
land County,  N.  C.  Mrs.  Magness  only  lived  a 
short  year  after  her  marriage.  Mr.  iVIagness  next 
married  Adaline  Svveega.  who  was  a native  of  Ruth- 
erford County,  N.  C.  Her  father  was  Elijah  Sweega. 
To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  viz.;  Robert  L.,  a farmer  of 
Independence  County,  Ark. ; Alonzo,  also  a farmer; 
Almina,  wife  of  John  ^IcFarland,  of  North  Caro- 
lina; George  O.,  merchant  at  Newark,  Ark. : Elijah, 
engaged  in  farming  in  Independence  County; 
Susan,  who  died  in  North  Carolina,  and  Jacob,  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Independence  County. 
Mrs.  Magness  died  in  1805,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  years.  Mr.  Magness  subsequently  married 
Barbara  Ann  Rice,  who  was  born  November  24, 
1848.  The  following  children  have  blessed  this 
union;  Martha  A.,  wife  of  Frank  Martin, of  Newark; 
John  M. , a farmer;  William  W.,  also  a farmer; 
Ella  (deceased),  Amanda  W. , Julia,  Benjamin  A., 
Hugh  T.  E.  D.,  Gertie  A.  P. , Bonnie  B.  and 
Leona.  After  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Magness 
worked  a farm  of  305  acres,  which  his  father  gave 
him  in  Rutherford  County.  In  1858  he  removed 
to  Arkansas,  locating  in  Independence  County, 
where  his  first  purchase  consisted  of  330  acres;  he 
now  owns  1,000  acres  of  good  farm  land,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  in  the  county. 
For  forty- eight  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  though  taking  no 
active  part  in  politics,  his  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  supports  liberally  the  cause 
of  education,  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  interests.  Mr.  Magness  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  men  of  Independence  County, 
and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

Isaac  Magness  is  a properous  farmer  and  stock- 
man,  residing  on  Section  14,  Christian  Township, 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  his  postolfice  address 
being  Oil  Trough.  He  is  a son  of  Josiah  and  Pari- 
lee  ( Williams)  Magness,  his  maternal  grandfather 
being  Isaac  Williams;  the  paternal  grandfather  was 
a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  a participant  in 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  Isaac  Magness  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  May  24,  1830,  and 


I wms  there  reared  to  manhood  and  educated,  but 
I came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas  in  1857.  They 
resided  in  Cross  County  until  1807,  then  moved  to 
! Independence  County,  and  purchased  130  acres  of 
! land,  a portion  of  which  was  under  cultivation,  and 
1 here  resided  until  the  father’s  death,  in  1870,  he 
; being  the  owner  of  150  acres  at  that  time.  His  wife 
; died  in  1880.  Isaac  Magness  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  in  1802,  and  w'as  a member  of  Col. 
Bob  Shaver’s  regiment,  serving  until  June,  1885, 
and  was  a participant  in  the  battle  of  Little  Rock, 
and  numerous  skirmishes.  After  his  return  from 
the  war  he  again  took  up  the  implements  of  farm 
life,  and  has  continued  in  this  calling  up  to  the 
present  time.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  in 
; 1870,  and  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  but  he  sold 
this  two  years  later  and  purchased  land  in  Christian  | 
Township,  which  he  also  sold  in  1879.  His  present 
farm  consists  of  243  acres,  and  at  the  time  he  pur- 
chased it  there  were  but  fifteen  acres  under  culti- 
' vation,  and  it  was  only  improved  by  a small  log 
cabin.  He  now  has  130  acres  cleared  and  110 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  on  this  is  an  excellent 
frame  dwelling-house  and  other  good  buildinors. 

I He  is  a member  of  McGuire  Lodge  No.  208,  of  the 
I A.  F.  & A.  M. , at  Oil  Trough,  and  has  always  been 
: known  as  a liberal  and  public  spirited  citizen.  He 
was  married  on  the  1st  of  September,  1808.  to 
; Miss  Missouri  Hungatte,  a native  of  Arkansas, 
i whose  father  was  born  in  Illinois  and  her  mother 
in  Indiana.  To  them  the  following  family  have 
: been  given;  Willie  Lee,  who  was  born  on  the  22d 
! of  August,  1809;  Elisha  T. , whose  birth  occurred 
I September  9,  1871;  John  M. , who  was  born  Fel)- 
; ruary  22,  1875,  and  Hardy  Marquis,  born  January 
I 4,  1880.  The  eldest  child.  Miss  Willie  Lee,  was 
' married  to  James  Monroe  Nichols  on  the  26th  of 
! May,  1889,  her  husband  being  a son  of  John  G. 

I and  Nancy  ( McGuire)  Nichols. 

I Jacob  F.  Martin,  one  of  the  well-to-do  and 
most  highly  respected  farmers  of  Washington 
' Township,  Independence  County,  resides  five  miles 
I southwest  of  Victor  postolfice.  He  was  born  in 
I Independence  County.  August  18,  183U,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Fiilbright)  Martin,  natives, 
respectively,  of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina. 
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The  parents  of  John  Martin  were  early  settlers  of 
Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  where  they  died.  John 
Martin  was  married  in  Independence  County,  where 
he  died  about  1858.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1887, 
and  of  her  eleven  children  ten  lived  to  be  grown. 
Jacob  F.  w'as  the  sixth  child.  He  was  reared  in 
his  native  county,  but  was  deprived  of  the  advant- 
ages of  an  education,  his  help  being  required  at 
home.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  F.  Net- 
tles, who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  April 
15,  1841.  Of  the  nine  children  who  have  blessed 
their  union  but  four  survive,  viz.  : Henry,  Frances 
(now  the  wife  of  William  F.  Shaw),  Laura  and  Min- 
nie. In  1861  Mr.  Martin  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War 
on  the  Confederate  side,  serving  faithfully  until 
the  surrender,  in  1865.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
J ohn  Bell,  of  Tennessee.  He  owns  853  acres  of  land, 
about  115  acres  of  which  he  has  under  cultivation. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are  members  of  the  IMetho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  which  they  take 
an  active  interest.  The  family  is  most  highly  es- 
teemed by  their  many  friends,  and  their  long  resi- 
dence in  the  county  has  made  their  name  a famil- 
iar one  here. 

Adam  Martin,  of  the  firm  of  Martin  & Bradley, 
publishers  of  The  Wheel,  at  Batesville,  Ark.,  is 
a native  of  Sulphur  Rock.  Independence  County, 
Ark.,  and  the  son  of  Hon.  John  G.  Martin,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  The  elder  Martin  was  a 
successful  agriculturist  by  vocation,  and  became 
a very  prominent  man  later  in  life.  He  was 
elected  to  the  house  of  representatives  in  1878, 
and  served  one  term.  He  was  also  justice  of  the 
peace  before  the  war,  and  discharged  such  duties 
as  were  incumbent  upon  that  office  in  a capable 
and  efficient  manner.  He  died  at  Sulphur  Rock 
in  1881.  Ho  was  married  in  Indiana,  and  in  about 
1849  located  at  Sulphur  Rock,  where  his  widow 
stiU  lives.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  their 
union,  three  of  whom  are  mutes,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  of  whom  were  educated  at  the  same 
school  and  were  graduates.  Six  children  are  now 
livintr:  Mrs.  Sallie  J.  Bradlev,  Geor<re  D.,  Mrs. 
Lee  Tulley,  Urban,  Pike  and  Adam,  all  of  whom 


reside  at  Sulphur  Rock,  except  Pike,  who  is  in 
Little  Elm,  Tex.  Adam  IMartin  graduated  at 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in  1869,  and  was  in  .school  for 
seven  years,  in  the  first  school  which  was  organ- 
ized for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  He  was  appointed 
teacher  in  1878,  following  this  profession  for  four 
years,  and  resigned  in  1882.  He  learned  a part  of 
the  printer's  trade  at  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute, 
and  he  and  his  partner  established  the  Sulphur 
Rock  Wheel  in  1887.  One  year  later  they  moved 
their  paper  to  Batesville.  where  they  have  since 
continued  its  publication.  They  have  a large  cir- 
culation, and  issue  a good,  spicy  sheet.  5Ir. 
Martin  was  married^ in  1882  to  Miss  Eunice  N. 
Walls,  at  Holly  Grove,  Monroe  County.  Ark.,  and 
she  is  also  a mute.  They  have  tw’o  sons,  Ralph 
H.  and  Adolphus  M’.  W.  Mr.  Martin  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  old  Presbyterian  Church  of  Little  Rock, 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  Wheel  and  Alliance. 
He  and  his  partner  are  both  mutes  and  get  along  as 
well  as  most  business  men.  During  the  year  1880 
Mr.  Martin  traveled  extensively  through  Texas, 
New  Foundland,  Canada,  and  all  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  Most  of  the  time  was  spent  on  the 
ocean.  During  this  trip  Mr.  Martin  met  with 
about  1 , 500  mutes. 

George  L.  Massey  is  a man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary energy  and  force  of  character,  and  no  agricul- 
turist of  this  region  is  deserving  of  greater  success 
in  the  conduct  and  management  of  his  farm  than 
he.  He,  as  well  as  his  father.  Jason  Massey,  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  C..  the  latter's  birth 
occurring  in  1802,  and  the  former's,  IMay  6,  1880, 
The  latter  was  married,  in  his  native  State,  to 
Rachel  Peirson,  also  a native  of  the  "Old  North 
State,’'  and  to  their  union  were  born  two  sons,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
father  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  both  he  and  wife 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
the  time  of  their  death,  the  father's  demise  occur- 
ring in  1882,  and  the  mother’s  in  1871.  George 

o 

L.  Massey  received  a gootl  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Tennessee,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  was 
afterward  married  in  that  State  to  Miss  IVlargaret 
E.  Lowe,  who  was  a native  of  Arkansas,  aiul  died 
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in  March,  1874,  having  become  the  mother  of  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  three  of  the  family  surviv- 
ing; Edwin  L.,  who  married  i\Iiss  Missouri  Gunn, 
a native  of  Mississippi,  who  died  in  March,  1874 
(he  afterward  married  Miss  Vida  E.  Morgan,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama);  Ida,  wife  of  Frank  J.  Leggett,  a 
native  of  Arkansas,  and  Henry  IM. , who  wedded 
Mattie  McClendon,  of  Alabama.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Massey  married  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Bryant,  who  was  a native  of  Mississippi. 
Her  parents,  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Bryant,  were 
Virginians,  and  became  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  now  alive.  Mr.  Bryant 
died  in  April,  1876,  and  his  wife  in  December, 
1873.  Mr.  Massey  owns  land  to  the  amount  of 
1,000  acres,  and  has  about  300  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  1862  he  joined  the  army,  and  after  par- 
ticipating in  the  battle  of  Helena  and  other  engage- 
ments, he  was  discharged  in  1865,  and  returned 
home  to  again  take  up  the  implements  of  the  farm. 
Mr.  Massey  is  a Mason,  and  a member  of  the 
Agricultural  Wheel.  He  is  a liberal  contributor 
to  schools  and  churches,  and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church. 

David  B.  Mayfield,  farmer.  Desha,  Ark.  No 
worthy  reference  to  the  agricultural  affairs  of  this 
county  would  be  complete  without  mention  of 
M4.  Mayfield,  among  others  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil.  Besides  this,  he  enjoys  to  an  unlimited 
extent  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  is  one  of  the  intluential  men  of  ! 
the  county.  His  birth  occurred  in  Cobb  County, 
Ga. , February  26,  1840,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Elisha  and  Elizabeth  (Blackwell)  Mayfield,  both 
natives  of  Georgia.  The  mother  died  in  1841,  and 
the  father  then  married  Miss  Catherine  Blackwell, 
a sister  of  his  first  wife.  The  elder  Mayfield  re- 
moved to  Izard  County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  there 
he  received  his  final  summons  in  1869.  His  second 
wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  in  1888.  David  B. 
Mayfield  received  his  education  in  the  private 
schools  of  Georgia.  He  entered  the  Civil  M ar  at 
its  commencement,  and  was  with  his  regiment,  the 
Eighth  Arkansas,  until  the  surrender.  He  was  in 
active  service,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Chickamauga  and  Shiloh,  being  wounded  in  the 


last  named  battle.  He  was  captured  at  Lookout 
Mountain,  and,  after  a long  confinement  at  Rock 
Island,  made  his  escape  and  went  to  Canada,  where 
he  remained  until  after  the  surrender.  He  then 
came  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  where  he  met  and  mar-  1 
ried  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Massey) 
Mayfield,  in  1867.  They  have  two  children  living 
and  two  deceased.  Those  living  are  Jesse  and 
William,  who  are  now  at  home.  Mr.  Mayfield  is 
the  owner  of  380  acres  of  land.  He  is  a member 
of  the  I.  Q.  O.  F.,  and  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Wheel.  He  and  Mrs.  Mayfield  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  are  much  esteemed 
citizens. 

B.  F.  Mayhue  possesses  those  qualities  of  in- 
dustry and  energy  which  are  characteristic  of 
people  of  Ohio  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Scioto 
County,  August  28.  1843,  and  was  one  of  nine 
sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  the  marriage  of 
Amos  Mayhue  and  Margaret  Stumbaugh,  who  were 
also  of  Ohio  birth.  They  were  reared,  educated 
and  married  in  that  State,  and  there  the  father  be- 
came possessed  of  about  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
he  gave  to  his  youngest  son.  He  subsequently 
removed  to  Illinois,  and  afterward  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, and  in  these  two  States  served  the  public  in  the 
capacity  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

B.  F.  Mayhue  received  his  schooling  near  Shaw- 
neetown.  111. , and  while  a resident  of  that  State 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Fowler,  on  the  10th 
of  October,  1861,  and  their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  in  the  birth  of  seven  children;  Benjamin 
W.,  William  A.,  Marion  M. , Mary  M..  Sarah  A. 
and  Dora  C.  On  the  22d  of  July,  1883,  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife,  she 
having  been  a native  of  Illinois,  and  a daughter  of 
William  and  Amy  Fowler.  Mr.  Mayhue  afterward 
married  Miss  Matronia  Steed,  a Kentuckian,  their 
marriage  taking  place  on  the  12th  of  November, 
1883.  Their  family  consists  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Mr.  Mayhue  has  eighty  acres  of  his 
160-acre  farm  undtu'  cultivation,  well  supplied  with 
all  necessary  stock  and  buildings.  He  is  a Mason, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Agricultural  \\  heel,  but 
I resigned  his  membership  in  that  organization,  not 
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because  he  objected  to  its  principles,  but  to  the 
way  it  was  conducted.  lu  1802  he  enlisted  in  the 
army,  under  Capt.  McCaleb.  and  the  tirst  hard 
combat  in  which  he  took  part  was  Mobile  Bay.  Ala. 
After  receiving  his  discharge,  in  November,  1805. 
he  returned  home  and  resumed  his  farming  opera- 
tions, to  which  he  has  since  given  his  attention. 
Mrs.  Mayhue  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

James  A.  Meacham,  an  energetic  tiller  of  the 
soil,  in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  was  born  on 
the  west  fork  of  the  Cumberland  River,  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Tenn. , October  29,  1810,  and  is 
one  of  three  living  members  of  a family  of  eight 
children  born  to  John  W.  5Ieacham  and  Mary 
Allen,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  the  former  a native  of  Montgomery 
County,  where  he  was  also  reared  and  educated. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  fairly  successful  agri- 
culturist, and  showed  his  approval  of  secret  socie- 
ties by  joining  the  Masonic  order,  of  which  he  was 
an  active  member.  In  1814  he  moved  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  which  at  that  time  was  a Territory, 
and  the  nearest  market  where  he  could  sell  the 
products  of  his  farm,  and  the  results  of  his  hunt- 
ing and  trapping  expeditions,  and  purchase  neces- 
sary articles,  was  St.  Louis,  Mo.  His  wife  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  James  A. 
Meacham  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Independence  County,  attending  a school  taught 
by  John  Daniels,  in  Batesville,  which  was  the  tirst 
house  of  the  kind  erected  in  the  town.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Marj’  N.  Fenley,  a (Jeorgian,  who 
was  born  on  the  23d  of  January,  1812,  their  nup- 
tials taking  place  on  the  30th  of  April,  1835.  Of 
six  daughters  and  two  sons  born  to  them,  live  of 
the  family  are  still  living.  Mr.  Meacham  owns 
220  acres  of  fertile  land,  and,  by  industry  and 
judicious  management,  has  put  about  120  acres 
under  the  plow.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order  for  about  thirty  years,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was 
a border  ranger  for  one  year  during  the  30’ s, 
but  his  .services  were  not  afterward  needed.  James 
A.  Meacham,  who  is  still  a hale  and  hearty  old 
man,  has  sixty-six  grandchildren,  and  twenty-one 
great-grandchildren. 
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T.  A.  Meacham  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  In- 
dependence County,  Ark. , and  was  born  in  this 
county  September  14,  1831,  being  a son  of  John 
W.  Meacham,  who  w’as  born  in  Orange  County, 
N.  C. , May  8,  1(86.  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Virginia,  and  afterward  married  in  Montgomery 
County,  Tenn.,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1809,  to 
Miss  Mary  Allen,  who  was  also  a native  of  the 
“Old  North  State.’’  James  and  T.  A.  Meacham, 
and  Margaret  Carter  are  the  only  ones  of  their 
family  of  eight  children  who  are  now  living.  The 
father  was  a farmer.  T.  A.  Meacham  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Independence  County,  and  was 
married  on  the  13th  of  March.  1850,  at  which  date 
Miss  Elizabeth  Allen,  also  a native  of  the  county, 
became  his  wife.  The  following  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Mollie  A.,  Sarah  A., 

James  A.,  Eliza  E. , Leona,  Jetf,  Cora  L.,  OVilliam 
A.  and  Robert  R.  Mr.  Meacham’ s acreage  amounts 
to  500,  of  which  there  are  about  150  acres  under 
cultivation,  which  he  has  cleared  and  put  under 
the  plow  himself,  and  in  tilling  his  broad  acres  he 
has  met  with  more  than  average  success.  He  has 
shown  his  approval  of  secret  organizations  by  join- 
ing the  Masonic  Lodge,  and  in  this  order  held  the 
position  of  junior  warden  for  some  time.  He 
served  in  the  late  w'ar  under  Gen.  Hindman,  and 
in  1802  participated  in  his  tirst  hard  battle  at 
Prairie  Grove.  Ark.,  which  combat  lasted  for  about 
twenty-nine  hours.  He  and  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Church,  and,  owing  to  their  long  resi- 
dence  in  the  county  and  their  many  admirable 
qualities,  they  enjoy  an  extensive  acquaintance  and 
are  highly  respected. 

F.  B.  Meriwether  is  a native-born  resident  of 
the  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  1801,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  early  scholastic  training  in  the  common 
and  graded  schools  of  his  native  county.  From  his 
earliest  youth  he  clerked  in  his  father’s  store,  and, 
after  attaining  a suitable  age.  became  a partner 
with  his  father  in  a store  in  Batesville,  and  was 
married,  in  1880,  to  Miss  Queen  Berry,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Mitchell,  Tenn.,  in  1802.  To  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  but  only  one  is  living. 
Nettie.  The  wife  died  on  the  3d  of  September. 
1887.  After  his  father’s  death.  Mr.  Meriwether 
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encraored  in  business  with  G.  W.  Brownincr,  and 

I o O O' 

I came  to  Sulphur  Rock,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
I merchandising  until  1886,  and  has  since  been  in 
I the  lumber  business.  He  is  quite  well  fixed  finan- 
cially, and  the  father,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
owned  nearly  2,000  acres,  his  estate  being  one  of 
the  largest  and  richest  in  the  county.  F.  B.  Meri- 
wether is  one  of  the  leading  young  business  men 
in  Independence  County,  and,  as  a young  man,  is 
very  popular  with  his  associates.  Unlike  most 
persons  to  whom  a competence  is  left,  he  has  not 
foolishly  squandered  it,  but  has  continued  to  add 
to  it,  and  is  now  ranked  among  the  wealthy  resi- 
dents of  the  county.  His  parents,  W.  D.  and 
Eleanor  Meriwether,  were  Kentuckians,  the  former 
being  a native  of  Shelby  County,  where  he  was 
"born  September  5,  1822.  He  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Mississippi,  thence  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  where  both  his  father  and  mother 
died.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  he  had 
' very  little  pjroperty  with  which  to  commence  life, 

! but  he  opened  a country  store  on  his  forty-acre 
farm,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  owned 
an  extensive  tract  of  land,  a lucrative  mercantile 
business,  and  thirty-five  negroes.  He  was  a very 
heavy  loser  during  the  war,  and  during  this  period 
j the  most  of  his  time  was  spent  in  St.  Louis  and 
I Little  Rock.  After  the  war  he  again  opened  busi- 
ness on  his  farm,  and  did  exceptionally  well  until 
1871,  when  he  and  family  moved  to  Sulphur  Rock, 

1 and  for  the  next  eight  years  were  engaged  in  busi- 
I ness  at  this  point.  From  that  time  until  1883,  when 
j the  father  died,  they  were  occupied  in  merchandis- 
incr  at  Batesville.  He  was  one  of  the  shrewdest 
and  most  successful  merchants  of  the  State,  and 
was  justly  called  the  “ Cotton  King  of  Northeast 
Arkansas.”  In  his  family  were  twelve  children: 
Mary,  who  died  when  six  years  of  age;  Julia,  the 
wife  of  G.  Brown;  Buck,  George,  Martha,  Jo- 
hanna, wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Hodges;  William,  Frank 
B.  (our  subject),  Clinton,  David,  who  died  at  the 
j age  of  three  years;  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
I three  and  one-half  years,  and  Thomas,  who  died 
when  an  infant.  The  maternal  graiut father  died 
at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years. 

; Killis  J.  Mills,  an  enterpri^ing  farmer  and 


stock  raiser  of  Greenbriar  Township,  Independence 
County,  was  born  in  White  County,  Tenn. , in 
1835.  His  parents  were  James  and  Rachel  (Pen 
nington)  Mills,  natives,  respectively,  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee.  At  the  age  of  five  years  James 
Mills  went  with  his  mother  to  51’hite  County, 
Tenn.,  his  father,  Lewis  Mills,  having  been  killed 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  White 
County,  Tenn.,  where  he  died  in  1883.  His  wife 
is  still  living  in  White  County,  aged  about  seventy- 
four  years;  she  is  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  a daughter  of  John 
Pennington,  also  of  White  County,  where  he  died, 
having  made  his  home  there  for  many  years.  To 
James  and  Rachel  Mills  were  born  three  sons  and 
I six  daughters,  of  whom  our  sulqect  was  the  third. 
In  February,  1858,  Killis  J.  married  Lean,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Deidamia  Elms,  who  located  in 
Independence  County  in  1859.  Mrs.  Elms  is  still 
living.  Mr.  Elms  was  a teacher  by  profession, 
and  for  several  years  served  as  sheriff  in  Putnam 
County,  Tenn.;  he  died  in  1860.  Mrs.  5Iills  is  a 
native  of  White  County,  Tenn.  The  year  after  his 
maiTiage  Mr.  Mills  located  in  Van  Buren  County, 
but  three  years  later  removed  to  his  present  farm 
I in  Independence  County,  which  was  then  unim- 
proved; he  has  two  farms,  136  acres  in  all,  which 
he  now  has  well  improved  and  under  cultivation. 
During  the  late  war  he  served  nearly  four  years  in 
the  Confederate  army ; he  first  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  in  which  he  served 
nearly  three  years,  .subsequently  joining  Capt. 

I McGuffin’s  company  of  cavalry,  remaining  until 
their  surrender,  at  Jacksonport,  in  June,  1865:  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove,  Helena 
and  Little  Rock,  and  while  serving  in  the  cavalry 
was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  throiudi  Missouri. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Mills  returned  to  his 
home,  and  again  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
at  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  a 
member  of  Neill  Lodge  No.  82,  A.  F.  A A.  .M. . at 
Jamestown.  Politically,  he  was  reared  a \\  hig. 
but  is  now  a Prohibitioni.st.  ]\Irs.  Mills  is  a mem 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Church.  They  have  two 
children — James  T.  ami  Elizabeth. 
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H.  L.  Miniken,  a prosj>erous  business  man  of 
Batesville,  and  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  was 
born  in  that  city  on  August  9,  1850,  and  is  a son 
of  John  and  Jane  (Middleton)  Miniken,  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Penn.  The  IMiniken  family  were  early 
settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  w'hose  ancestors  origin- 
ally came  from  England.  The  great-grandfather’s 
brother  was  a noted  Tory,  who.  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Revolution,  returned  to  England,  where  all  trace 
of  him  was  lost.  J ohn  Miniken  emigrated  to  Zanes- 
ville, Ohio,  and  remained  at  that  place  for  a few 
years,  when  he  traveled  further  west,  making  the 
trip  by  water.  The  boat  in  which  he  took  passage 
contained  a great  number  of  emigrants,  and 
one  day  an  explosion  occuiTed,  which  completely 
wrecked  the  vessel  and  killed  a number  of  people. 
Fortunately,  however,  the  greater  portion  of  them 
were  picked  up  out  of  the  water,  and  among  the  sur- 
vivors was  Mr.  Miniken,  who  returned  home,  and 
again  started  west  with  his  family,  but  traveling  this 
time  by  wagon,  and  coming  all  the  way  overland. 
He  arrived  at  Batesville,  with  his  family  all  in  good 
health,  and  immediately  entered  into  the  drug 
business  at  that  place,  afterwards  carrying  a large 
stock  of  general  merchandise.  Mr.  Miniken  rose 
rapidly  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  in  his 
new  home,  and  after  residing  here  some  time,  rep- 
resented Independence  County  in  the  legislature 
for  one  term,  and  also  served  as  county  judge. 
He  was  was  a very  prominent  man  and  influential 
citizen  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1852.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  enjoying  fair  health. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  of  whom 
only  four  are  living:  Julia,  wife  of  Charles  Bag- 
ley,  a resident  of  California;  Jane  A.,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  P.  Hickerson;  Helen,  and  Harvey  L.,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  youngest  of  the  family.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Batesville,  were  he  was 
engaged  for  some  years  in  the  livery  business.  In 
1879  he  commenced  dealing  in  general  merchan- 
dise, a business  he  has  continued  ever  since,  meet- 
incf  with  irreat  success,  owing  to  his  method  of 
transacting  business,  Mr.  Miniken  has  adopted 
certain  rules  for  his  establishment  from  which  he 
never  deviates.  His  practice  is  to  sell  the  best 
goods  at  the  lowest  price,  to  be  fair  and  square  in 


' all  of  his  actions,  and  these  methods  have  given 
him  a reputation  ami  enlarged  his  business  to  such 
; an  extent  that  he  is  now  looked  upon  as  an  author- 
ity in  commercial  circles.  He  was  married,  in  1882, 
to  Miss  -Sarah  J.  Lawton,  of  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Penn.,  V)y  whom  he  has  had  one  child — Dona- 
hue L.  Mr.  Miniken  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  a stockholder  in  the  Building  and 
Loan  Association  of  Batesville  and  St.  Louis.  He 
also  has  an  interest  in  the  Batesville  Canning  and 
Evaporating  Company. 

D.  C.  Montgomery  is  a man  well  remembered 
in  Batesville,  and  one  with  whom  many  of  the  old 
landmarks  of  that  city  are  associated.  He  was 
born  in  Guilford  County,  N.  C.,  in  1810,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  at  that  place.  Upon  reaching 
his  maturity  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and 
after  becoming  proficient  in  that,  moved  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  where  he  followed  his  avocation 
of  carpentering  for  some  years.  He  next  moved 
to  Missouri,  and  there  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Urban  E.  Fort,  at  one  time  a well  known  and  pop- 
ular citizen  of  Independence  County,  and  from 
him  learned  of  the  opportunities  offered  in  Bates- 
ville. He  came  to  that  place  in  1840,  and.  after  a 
few  years’  residence,  was  one  of  its  most  prosper- 
ous and  enterprising  young  mechanics.  It  was 
here  that  he  met  his  first  wife,  Miss  Pheamster,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
was  shortly  afterwards  followed  by  the  mother.  In 
1859  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Rutherford, 
a sister  of  ex-State  Senator  Rutherford,  but  had 
no  children  by  this  wife.  In  time,  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery became  the  leading  carpenter  and  contractor  in 
Batesville.  and  many  of  the  old  buildings  were 
erected  l)v  him  and  his  then  voun^  associates, 
George  Case,  Samuel  B.  Wvcoucrh  and  Thomas 
Wainac.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  or  about  1897. 
he  moved  to  his  late  residence,  some  six  miles  from 
Batesville,  where  he  led  a quiet  and  easy  exist- 
ence up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of 
the  thirteen  persons  who  formed  the  organization 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Batesville,  many 
years  ago,  all  of  whom  have  since  died,  and  he  was 
one  of  tlie  leading  spirits  in  all  public  enterprises. 
Mr.  Montgomery  was  o[U‘  of  the  few  men  who  were 
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not  afraid  to  express  their  candid  opinion  on  polit- 
ical or  religious  subjects,  and  in  every  case  his  ! 
views  were  correct  and  judgment  good.  He  held 
a high  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  out  of  the  entire  community  it  would  have  ! 
been  impossible  to  pick  his  enemy.  During  the 
war  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Batesville,  and 
previous  thereto  was  elected,  through  his  own 
merits,  to  the  legislature  for  live  successive  terms, 
and  filled  the  position  honorably.  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery helped  to  build  the  first  house  in  Hughes’  ad-  | 
dition  to  Batesville,  and  had  no  superiors  in  his 
trade.  He  left  no  children  at  his  death,  but  his 
widow  still  survives  him,  and  resides  on  the  home  ' 
farm,  where  she  owns  some  300  acres  of  land,  with  ' 
about  100  acres  under  cultivation,  and  which  is 
creditably  managed  by  her  brother,  James  Ruth 
erford.  Many  of  the  citizens  of  Batesville  have 
passed  away  to  their  eternal  sleep,  but  none  have 
ever  left  a void  in  the  hearts  of  their  fellowmen 
as  did  Mr.  Montgomery,  who,  although  his  form  i 
has  departed  forever  from  the  gaze  of  loving  friends, 
his  name  still  lingers,  and  will  last  in  their  memory 
as  long  as  life  remains  in  the  community. 

Jesse  A.  Moore,  a well-known  and  respected 
citizen  of  Independence  County,  is  a native  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  Tenn. , where  he  was  born  Febru- 
ary 7,  1840.  His  father,  I.  W.  R.  Moore,  was  also 
bom  in  the  same  county  and  State  in  the  year 
1808.  It  was  there  he  met  and  married  Miss  J ulia 
Moore,  of  Hawkins  County,  Tenn.,  whose  parents, 
Hugh  and  Sarah  Moore,  of  Virginia,  had  first  set- 
tied  in  that  place  shortly  after  marriage,  and  some 
years  later  moved  to  Jefferson  County.  This  hap- 
py marriage  was  productive  of  seven  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters:  George  L.,  a resi- 
dent of  New  Orleans;  Hugh  L. , who  married  Aliss 
Eliza  Dickson,  of  Hawkins  County,  Tenn.  ; Mary, 
wife  of  John  Coke,  of  Tennessee;  Martha  R.,  wife 
of  Matterson  Love,  a native  of  North  Carolina; 
Julia  Ann,  who  married  Lucian  Welch,  of  North 
Carolina;  Sarah,  not  married — now  residing  in 
Chattanooga,  Tenn..  and  Jesse  A.,  who.  like  his 
father,  married  a IMoore,  the  lady  being  Miss  Eli- 
zabeth Moore,  of  Arkansas.  This  union  gave  Mr. 
Moore  and  his  wife  three  boys  and  two  girls,  of 


whom  three  children  are  still  living:  Jessamie,  Mai 
colm  and  Erne.st.  By  industry,  economy  and  good 
management  Mr.  Moore  has  accumulated  ipiite  a 
snug  competence.  He  owns  about  400  acres  of 
land,  and  has  200  acres  under  cultivation,  besides 
possessing  ten  town  lots  in  a valuable  portion  of 
Moorefield.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  has  held  the  office  of  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter for  four  years,  and  was  also  elected  a member 
of  the  legislature  in  1873,  but  through  some  polit- 
ical chicanery  Mr.  Moore  was  not  allowed  to  take 
his  seat  in  that  body  that  year.  In  1885.  how- 
ever. he  was  elected  and  served  in  the  legislature, 
and  also  has  charge  of  the  postoffice  at  Moorefield. 
His  wife  is  a regular  attendant  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  a devout  Christian  lady. 

M.  M.  Moore,  grocer  at  Sulphur  Rock,  is  a son 
of  James  F.  and  Anna  G.  ( Dillingham  ) Moore, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  North  Carolina,  the 
former’s  birth  occurring  in  Iredell  County,  and  the 
latter's  in  the  year  1813.  They  were  manied  in 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  whither  the  father 
came  in  1819,  and  the  mother  with  her  parents 
when  a child.  They  reared  their  family  in  this 
county  and  here  the  father  was  engaged  in  black - 
smithing,  carriage-making,  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing. In  these  enterprises  he  accumulated  a large 
fortune,  and  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  and  his  wife  when  thirty  five  years  old.  He 
was  a Whig  in  politics,  and  two  of  the  four  chil 
dren  born  to  himself  and  wife  are  now  living.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Moore,  was  born  in 
Scotland  and  came  to  the  Fnited  States,  locating 
in  North  Carolina,  where  he  married  and  spent 
his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  years. 
M.  M.  Moore  grew  to  manhood  in  Independence 
County,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  schools  in  his 
youth,  he  received  a limited  early  education. 
Brought  up  to  a knowledge  of  farm  life,  he  very 
naturally  chose  that  as  his  calling  at  first,  but  when 
the  war  broke  out  laid  down  his  farm  work  to  en- 
list in  the  Confedei’ate  army.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded,  and. 
accepting  Lincoln’s  proclamation,  he  did  not  return 
to  service,  but  came  home  and  resumed  farm  work, 
continuing  until  1875,  when,  with  keen  business 
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j foresight  and  realizing  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
; in  conducting  a grocery,  he  embarked  in  the  busi- 
I ness  at  Sulphur  Rock.  In  connection  with  this  he 
looks  after  the  interests  of  his  farm,  which  com- 
i prises  240  acres.  He  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  was  first  married  ■when  twenty-seven 
years  of  age  to  Miss  Fannie  Rushing,  who  died  in 
1876,  having  borne  the  following  children:  John, 
w'ho  died  when  six  years  of  age;  Mary,  wife  of 
Everett  Murphy;  Daniel,  Susie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years;  Rosa  and  Enoch.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Mary  Moore,  and  their  two  children 
are  named  John  N.  and  Fannie.  In  his  younger 
days  Mr.  Moore  taught  school  for  about  ten  years 
in  Northern  Alabama  and  some  in  Independence 
County,  Ark. 

Col.  T.  J.  Morgan,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
and  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Independence 
County,  was  born  near  Hamburg,  S.  C.,  in  the 
year  1827.  He  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann 
(Vaughn)  Morgan,  of  Edgefield  District,  South 
Carolina,  and  Augusta,  Ga. . respectively,  who 
were  married  in  Abbeville  District,  South  Caro- 
lina, where  they  resided  until  1832,  and  then 
emigrated  to  Independence  County,  Ark.  The 
parents  were  among  the  earlier  settlers,  and  came 
here  when  Independence  County  was  a wilderness. 
They  bought  some  land  and  began  improving  it, 
and  in  time,  as  the  country  began  to  settle  up,  the 
father  became  one  of  its  leading  men.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  a highly  respected  citizen, 
and  for  some  years  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  being  also  associate  judge  of  the  Independ- 
ence County  court.  His  father,  William  iMorgan, 
was  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  of  Irish  and 
Welsh  descent,  and  fought  in  the  War  of  1812. 
In  1832  he  moved  to  Texas,  where  he  resided  until 
his  decease,  his  occupation  during  that  time  being 
that  of  farmer,  trader  and  saw-mill  operator.  His 
father,  Elias  Morgan,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  who 
emigrated  to  America  when  a young  man  and  re- 
sided in  South  Carolina  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  J.  Vaughn, 
was  a prominent  contractor  and  builder,  of  Eng- 
lish and  Welsh  origin,  who  died  when  Mrs.  .John 


Morgan  was  a girl.  Col.  Thomas  J.  Morgan  was 
the  oldest  of  four  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of 
■whom  four  are  vet  living,  and  all  residing:  in  lude- 
pendence  County.  He  is  strictly  a self-made  man. 
having  attended  school  but  very  little  in  his  young- 
er days,  but  is  possessed  of  a wonderful  amount  of 
knowledge  and  information  on  almost  every  con- 
ceivable subject,  which  his  natural  ability  and  fine 
intellect  have  enabled  him  to  understand  thorougrh- 
ly.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  of  Y'ell’s  Arkansas  regiment,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista  was  a member  of  Wood's 
division  of  Gen.  Taylor's  army.  He  gave  four 
year’s  service  to  the  Confederacy,  and  distinguished 
himself  in  every  action,  winning  promotion  from  a 
private  up  to  his  present  title.  He  left  the  army  at 
Corinth,  Miss.,  and  shortly  afterward  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  Company  C,  of  Col.  Robert 
Newton’s  regiment  of  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  com- 
manded that  company  until  the  fall  of  1863,  when 
he  was  promoted  to  colonel,  his  regiment  being 
known  as  Morgan’ s regiment.  He  never  lost  a day 
by  sickness  or  any  other  cause,  and  was  in  almost 
every  battle  of  note,  as  well  as  Price's  raids  through 
Missouri.  After  the  surrender  at  .Jacksonport  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  family  to  enjoy  the  peace 
he  was  so  well  entitled  to.  Col.  Morgan  was  mar- 
ried in  1855  to  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Sebilla  Allen,  of  Alabama,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  State,  first  locating 
in  the  river  country,  and  a few  years  afterwards 
moving  to  Independence  County,  where  Mr.  Allen 
became  a successful  and  wealthy  farmer.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  Col.  Morgan  and  his  wife,  of 
whom  five  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  living — 
Eliza  Jane,  wife  of  H.  F.  Dwight;  Andrew  David. 
Jefferson  D.,  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  John  T.  Powell; 
William  A..  Thomas  E.  and  John  A.,  all  of  them 
having:  been  well  educated.  Col.  Morg:an  and  his 
family  lived  in  different  portions  of  Arkansas  and 
bought  land  in  various  sections.  He  owns  3l0 
acres  in  one  tract,  640  acres  in  another  and  150 
acres  in  still  another,  besides  giving  each  of  his 
I children  a generous  portion,  and  has  about  3(10 
I acres  under  cultivation.  In  1874-75  he  represeuted 
I his  county  in  the  legislature,  after  repeated  solicita 
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tion,  but  since  then  he  has  had  no  further  political 
aspirations.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  beloncring  to  Neill 
Lodge  No.  285.  His  grandfather,  Elias  Morgan, 
was  a cousin  of  the  famous  Gen.  Daniel  Morgan, 
of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  it  is  believed  that  they 
were  the  only  two  of  the  Morgan  family  who  ever 
came  to  America. 

Judge  Henry  Neill,  retired  tanner  of  Green- 
briar  Township,  owes  his  nativity  to  IMason  County, 
Ky.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1808,  and  he  is 
a prominent  citizen  of  this  county,  respected  and 
esteemed  for  his  sterling  integrity,  sober,  sound 
judgment,  broad  intelligence  and  liberal,  progress- 
ive ideas.  He  is  a man  whose  career  has  been 
above  reproach.  His  parents,  Robert  and  Mag- 
dalena (Black)  Neill,  were  natives  of  M’ilmington, 
Del.,  and  the  father’s  birth  occurred  in  1767,  the 
same  year  in  which  Gen.  Jackson  was  born.  The 
mother  was  born  some  years  later,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  They  removed  to 
Mason  County,  Ky. , at  an  early  day,  and  later 
crossed  the  Ohio  River  and  settled  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  There  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty -one 
years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Judge 
Neill,  Robert  Neill,  was  a native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  Judge  Neill,  the  sixth  of  nine  children,  live 
sons  and  four  daughters,  born  to  his  parents, 
received  a limited  common  school  education,  and 
began  for  himself  at  the  age  of  seventeen  by  learn- 
ing the  tanner’ s trade.  Before  reaching  his  twenty- 
first  year  he  went  to  Northeast  Missouri,  and  found 
a position  in  a tan- yard,  remaining  there  about 
three  years.  In  1832  he  came  to  Independence 
County,  where  he  followed  his  trade  in  a tan-yard 
until  1834,  and  then  established  one  of  his  own  on 
his  present  farm.  This  he  continued  until  his  age 
would  not  permit  of  further  work.  In  1836  he 
married  Miss  Dorcas  Stark,  daughter  of  Job  aud 
Elizabeth  Stark,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  North 
Carolina,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stark  went 
to  Missouri  when  single,  were  married  there,  and 
there  remained  until  1832,  when  they  came  to 
Independence  County,  and  there  t)ussed  their  last  i 


days,  the  mother  dying  in  1844  and  the  father  in 
1845.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  many  years.  Mr.  Stark  followed 
the  occupation  of  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  served 
faithfully  and  well  in  the  War  of  1812.  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Neill  reared  six  children:  Job  S.,  who 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Oak  Hill,  on  the  lOth  of 
August,  1861,  while  serving  in  the  Confederate 
army;  Robert,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Dick- 
son; Florence,  wife  of  Captain  George  Rutherford; 
Delia,  widow  of  M.  D.  Hulsey,  who  was  murdered 
in  1869;  Henry  L.,  who  died  with  consumption, 
aged  twenty-eight  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neill  cel- 
ebrated their  sfolden  weddingr  in  1886,  and  were 
the  recipients  of  many  tokens  of  .affection  and 
esteem  by  their  numerous  relatives  and  friends. 
In  1846  the  Judge  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
and  served  one  term.  He  was  register  of  the 
United  States  land  office  at  Batesville  one  year, 
was  county  supervisor  a few  years,  and,  after  the 
war,  was  county  judge.  He  was  a man  whom  all 
relied  upon,  for  his  decisions  were  not  made  with- 
out careful  and  painstaking  study  of  the  evidence 
adduced.  He  also  discharged  such  duties  as  are  in- 
cumbent upon  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
several  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, Neill  Lodge  being  named  for  him;  was  a 
charter  member,  and  Master  for  a number  of  years. 
He  is  an  honorary  member  of  Mt.  Zion  Lodge, 
Batesville.  and  was  INI  aster  over  four  years.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Chapter  at  Batesville.  He  is 
Democratic  in  his  political  preferences,  and  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren,  in 
1836,  and  has  voted  for  every  Democratic  candi- 
date since.  Mrs.  Neill  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  forty  years. 

Gen.  Robert  Neill,  one  of  the  best  known  law- 
yers of  Northeast  Arkansas,  was  born  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  November  12.  1838.  His  par- 
ents were  Heury  and  Dorcas  (Stark)  Neill,  natives 
of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  respectively.  The 
father  was  princi[)ally  reared  in  Southern  Ohio, 
and  from  the  town  of  Aberdeen  in  that  State.  ht>, 
about  the  time  of  his  majority,  went  to  New  Or 
leans,  the  trip  being  made  on  a tlatboat.  He  in'xt 
came  to  St.  Louis,  IMo. , by  stt'amboat.  After  le 
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siding  in  Missouri  a year  or  two  he  rode  on  horse- 
back from  St.  Louis  to  the  tlien  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, arriving  at  Batesville  on  iVIay  1,  1832,  and 
soon  afterward  settled  in  Greenbriar  Township,  on 
the  place  where  he  still  resides.  Job  Stark,  the  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  a native  of  Kentucky,  arrived  in 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  with  his  family,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1832,  and  purchased  a farm 
three  miles  east  of  Batesville,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  a noted  Indian  fighter  in 
his  earlier  days,  and  took  part  in  the  War  of  1815. 
Robert  Neill,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky,  near  Maysville.  about  the 
year  1800,  where  he  resided  for  some  time,  and 
then  moved  to  Southern  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  when  he  was  over  eighty  years  old. 
Henry  Neill  was  a tanner  by  trade,  and  soon  after 
his  arrival  in  Arkansas  established  a tannery,  where 
he  now  resides,  and  did  business  in  that  line  for 
forty-eight  years.  In  1846  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  and  served  one  term,  and,  in 
the  years  1847-48,  he  held  the  office  of  register 
of  the  United  States  land  office  at  Batesville. 
Later  on  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  county  and 
probate  court,  serving  from  1874  to  1876.  and  was, 
before  that,  a justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  In- 
dependence County,  and  a man  of  great  influence, 
and  thoucjh  now  in  his  eicrhtv-second  vear,  still  en- 
joys  much  activity  for  his  age.  The  mother  is  yet 
living  in  good  health,  in  her  seventy-third  year. 
They  were'the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  are  yet  living:  Gen.  Robert  Neill.  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Dickson;  Florence,  wife  of  Maj. 
George  W.  Rutherford,  and  Delia,  widow  of  Mar- 
ion Hulsey.  Gen.  Robert  Neill  received  a fair 
English  education  in  his  youth,  in  the  schools  of 
the  county,  and  in  1859  went  to  Ohio  and  took  a 
course  in  land  surveying.  He  followed  that  pro- 
fession until  the  outbreak  of  the  tvar.  in  1861,  and 
then  enlisted  at  Batesville,  in  Company  K,  First 
Regiment  of  Arkansas  IMounted  Riflemen,  Con- 
federate Army.  He  entered  service  as  a private, 
but  was  soon  promoted  to  the  gra<h‘  of  first  ser 
geant,  and  at  Corinth.  Miss.,  in  1862.  received  the 


I rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  later  that  of  captain  ! 
of  the  company,  on  the  death  of  his  captain.  His 
bravery  was  rewarded,  and  his  gallant  actions 
through  the  w’ar  won  for  him  promotion  up  to  his  I 
present  title.  Gen.  Neill  took  part  in  the  battles 
at  Oak  Hills,  Mo.,  Richmond,  Ky.,  and  the  skir- 
mishing around  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  1862,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1864  was  captured  in  Louisiana, 
while  attempting  to  make  his  way  back  to  his  reg- 
iment. He  was  taken  as  a prisoner  to  Camp  Chase, 
and  from' there  to  Fort  Delaware,  where  he  was 
confined  for  seventeen  months.  After  the  surren- 
der, in  1865,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  taught 
school  for  three  months,  and  then  entered  into  the 
tanning  business  with  his  father  until  1866,  when 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  clerk,  an  office 
he  held  until  the  reconstruction  of  the  State,  in 

1868.  Dirring  this  time  he  read  law  and  in  No- 
vember. 1868,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  entered 
into  commercial  life  until  1872,  when  he  commenced 
to  practice  his  profession,  which  he  has  continued 
ever  since.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
the  ablest  lawyers  in  Arkansas,  and  as  a speaker 
has  but  few  superiors.  In  1874  he  was  appointed 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  State  Guards,  by  Gov. 
Baxter,  and  gave  efficient  aid  to  the  State  during 
the  Brooks-Baxter  embroglio.  Gen.  Neill  was 
severely  wounded  and  disabled  for  many  mouths 
at  the  battle  of  Oak  Hills  in  1861.  while  fighting 
on  “Bloody  Hill."  by  a musket  ball  passing 
through  his  left  thigh;  in  the  same  battle  his 
brother,  Jol)  S.  Neill,  a youth  of  twenty  years, 
who  belonged  to  the  same  company,  was  killed  on 
the  field,  after  displaying  great  courage  and  cool- 
ness. In  1877  he  was  appointed  a brigadier-gen- 
eral in  the  State  militia,  by  Gov.  tidier,  his  for- 
mer law  partner,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  fifth  military  district  of  the  State,  a po^ition 
which  his  large  army  experience  rendered  him  en- 
tirely capable  of  filling  with  credit.  In  April, 

1869,  Gen.  Neill  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Adelia 
Byers,  one  of  Batesville' s fairest  daughters  and 

I almost  a native  of  the  town.  Ten  children  have 
resulted  from  this  union,  of  whom  seven  are  living: 
Arthur.  Ernest,  Hugh,  (Mare,  Ella  Byeis,  Esther 
Annie  and  Kobert,  Jr.  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Nffill  are 


iTi  ’ 1. 

: 1 i"!  1.. 

•■'  ).  • ■OlT-ir!  )■'  Jm.’iT 

• . d 

• "I  III  lijji 

't|.  ,.i  1 I.'O  .v.-,n,;q;,i. .,.J,«  -J, 

li'V  1 ..  ;,ii  ■', 

1 >.l 

fl  1"  !,  ',  i'|Y,,-r.J' 

-■V  . . ; ... 

-.I"  I.]  1.1;. 1 

-it;:....  ••:..|I  .('■'fitj-i.i  ; 

..'I  '.nl',  1,1 

i'l.i;  ;4i ; 

li'  iV  . ...J;  • ;.i!  ..-.■,  ,,J 

. 1 ■'.11  i .1. 

Y.:-  ,fi .. 

1’  •'  ■ . 'Ul.  ,k'iLi ; I > la 

' " '1.  ’ ' 1 

1|  .--n/: 

it-Uii' 111 

lr<  I 'I  't|i,-‘ 

. i'lK  ;■  *1  : !.;•  utl.j 

1 .-.iir  ..ill 

' " . ./^  r.!ln 

’•  i ' til  yff'i  ■ Uil.v 

.'.!  ) i;  I'i:'  > 

' .1.  '07.; 

t i.  I'-O.ltvt  aP  .IfHXfC 

->' <7  jii  ■■•i  n;  .•' 

— . <ii  '_.Tuu’  1.  .1  : loIR 

' :J  1 '• 

'.‘1  iri'.i'.i,K..-V'.',  T.;i  If-J'lftni'-J 

I 1 ‘ i'P.!  i 1 "... 

■ 1 ' ••'•?' 

1 .'itl'UI  1'j‘l  ‘.'if  ,|",|''  'i  ,-,./'"ti 

'•!'  : '■’•■•..  -un  . n, 

:■  ' 

1 ".-ji  'III.  *r’  l-xn,’-:’- 

‘ I'H  j;-, 

' '■  '■•■  1 - 1 i- 

■ id  'ill  1 

* iT'.i  lit;  ,.rr*if; 

I J ' ■ ; Uu  'ii.i. 

■■'  jii  -thy'S  r-iW  '.;j 

1,  , . . ; ..  , , 

li  n.'tj'l  '♦t.ij  .1;.  i'i  '1  ; 

• j.  i'lUfi  M/is 

i if., 

'.  •■  * 'j  1 ifi  ’i;;i;./i(7 

■'. '--I  ij'i  .■a. 

‘.1:  1,  . 

'ii(ti,..J.  :.■■!/  1 - ^,ir  . 

■ ' .i)/‘i(j;l;u<.-<  'd 

■!-i;i.'  /‘rj  !'■<'■•. n.jin  I'i  ,,o-  . 

'•-H.tiir-  :•  - i,i.' 

■ •>!  .;v!i!  y -1 

vfiJi'-uJuiii  r-id  n'.  ' ■ J 

0 '?n.i  .'j.'iistii  1. 

. T/lIi/vj jl  oiU  Yj.'tl/.jl  •i'K'.i- 

'o!.>  |.{-/;  .-i  -.(•,  . 

11.  .xOitf!.';':; 

'it-,  fti  :;i  ksldii  ftii'X 

' . ■ 1 ■ ' '.'•  'Ul  ■ ■• 

■;iV  1 r-^!  'u.i 

L'  'I'r'i-,.  /’■;.>  sr^xf 

>■-'  7ff 

I'll 

‘*j‘i  ii.  1 

■ . 1 ■ 

I-’  ■•’«  -ti-.k o'ft*;  • 01  ,3yis«a 

;ii7t.  1'”. 

.aa. 'tdmfi  v:yi.  : *•-.!( n.iJl  ‘uf.l 

'.'''‘.in  Y^oiisu 

n..i  ; 

7 J-'on  ■i.fii'ii'jf.'j'V;  /i'XLiiV'-f'i 

. .'jajjif  oii.J'v 

,K-i  0i 

iiJi  :;..;i.‘  li,.  s|T)i;(f  'dr  st\ 

.i;*'')’ij  .It.i!  i 

‘Jlir'i.Il  ... 

'■;*!  Ji,. .1  V!  ovit-i  jjo 

• xi  -Ittfiv!  ••u;:!-:  'i.i!'?  i;,  -'{jii 


iJ'  ' ' / ,*M  ■' * jy  <;  C In'  < 

'••••'  .nrn;  JAhu  ..r'*  . 

. :n  8ii  i ! t:J  w;..,.. 

- -nl  ,jjbiltai  udi  m ici-j 

"raon  ■‘J.t  I*  J>-  iJvi3r/5  f un  xu)' no  w.td  tfj,a 
..q  ' ,waj  ;K-  -./j  ,1'jntrib,  V7Pti.ii.(ja  dJL'i  :..i4 

:i‘  I osn  ooitjl  -Jil  ii-vdff 

' / ul  .ilLern  u iv/  'juijit  lo  ‘iWefjiO  ./(oft 

i.A  v‘u(i;  ,.  .j)  r,  u.  ■ . r 

-nyhhylK-!,  . ■ d.l , XU  •-•i-'.Cl 

fi  .’•'.•'f  tfiJ;)  vn£  .iiTTUS  >f(iS  30  >• 

'I  fnt'  ■ >f>moLh:  J'<  nitj  f'.itli  -ur>ti 

ii'.f  ,'!'  '■  • {:*i  ./■‘jf. !i  mUnl 

II  l.  'Z  .s^l/.  Jnij£  ixttt)  .'il»  Ihjxi  wii.r^ 


d ( V -.vf  M ” t fl  ’nifo’ihiiK  nt  ]|;j;j3ibw 

'■llfT/.  ,Uj  V .-  1,1',  J'  ,)'•.(:)  *11001.1  ilWni  -ifuMf 

J ill!  1 I 'yJi  iu>  ■■  ii-  ^oiviviiS 

Oi  l .xjidi^iwifT  ii:inir'r">*>i7 ) :,i  <»'>i'  :Ji  •>  fjr{.HWTi*i1o  .nooa 
>:-i:  U'(f  ,JoK  nAi 

ii  f ' I* ) :j'0;  ,Yv!'Ujiijr./i  "in  '■  >ni  r. 

'ifl  ni  ,^.ixm,(;i  -.ii!  .vluou'.)  ■ 

uri^.i  .;  5‘JtiOjfo'Oir I hf!j;  ,&r?l  ,T‘" to  iliOk)Ot 

-ui  ‘t'lhln:'!  i { iitU>  hKVir  oH  diK'.f)  «»{((  ^/Ipo 

-iJI  •■  I }o  ir  '■'d*  oj  tir  i -Anoi  hrua  ,;ivefe  ilftf 

irjii'i'  >i5v/  .7Mi. ,Ji  .H'(i»>«  .'huJoH 
Idlfi  mil  fli  I)»'C0»7  &XW 

■iin'xJa  dl  ■ lyi 

tiOfi  i^osui-.  ji  v»xi-  oiydw  .0<;8t  iS9^ 

i;  .♦'.'itnou’r  .►itfi ,nnj')  xrxoiiiOi ''  a>  -d#.1>70,'ir 
-.'itlj  >rSO/  l , H,  . I'y,  |;j^  IfjjJn  . 

■j  fixx  {jooi-.  iiO‘>  Y/l  ! •'f.M..’!  n riff/’"*'  V7ii®II 

■,j  ."jti*//  j5  ui  -i*  i 1.71;  «rd 


7i'.’:  >'lU  m f.wnn.t-. 

.'■7  IIF,  bn, 

,.  /i.'l-ayT  woa  •ttd 

xi  iSJSv 

1 • .‘i5b:«-vj7ol 

.<•  .hor.  .c.'T'l  ”tio  li'in 

- hv.,  '.tn  iii 

cY^'M  .H  lo 

1 .iJi'f^.M 'ixi  ■f-iifi*,>  ■ ! 

il-  f.  Y''.'isf  ■ -dp- 

■T£^-f  odi 

■-  •r!’''  - 'OB*r  ■ .Ovlft'"'  f 

..fifif:  rir:>>a 

uaiiclj  •♦di  So 

0 ( 1 r,  /'.i ) ) ; . ( cj  xi(; 7 5<i 

■a  h‘P,n!-, 

'■■0  '.J  np  tyJxivI 

-R'u  j.. .t'Ur'l  oiox'S  \r;ivT>:t¥  A 

/.(nO  ■«!;  -.tilt jn  «)^ii,Krf.L  *'•  < Hdt' i(>7o1f>{/ 

.ji  (vi  >:iLJ  to' yH 

. i.Oij/,*-!  1vi  ;;«<•)  ,B  . ■difXK'K’* 

afc.  iLijr  . Wn  f >!i<  tf  Woo  ffiBM 

■)?Y  7<';,;.ku.’7  M'fr  j 1.  ' '.yilon  tiofoYi 

.10-0/  i ' I U t- » >vl^-  C4  X'jJ  /ti  /xwg  »} 

.«<)■>  f.  ft  iLt'J  kivvu  J]f.  Y<>dT 

iliVi-i  .»‘t'«K?, ,!,.ii  r^iisvil  i»7,  4^(^  ra0' 

■ ■ v«oi^  Jl  ,j  .-la 

- jkJ/.  ifl  TTOi,!,,  .6rl-4l  L'0«;  7A 

B b^fi  ioo'c  n*  'joH  .ii.<i«J  .veeloH’  rroi 

^^fcxiiia-i  odi  m- uiJftcq  kUi  Jii  wnijimhn  jii-^oa 

i:  ddirj  liiia  oidO  o*  ,..  Q^[  j,,r  ,ftatr<,o  odi 

-or|  eH  stri^ionoe  baal  xii  idtiojo 

f-  ;.vjs  fj'  7ltK<idtr*y  *»r{i  fijotr  DOsift^iyl 

d ojflffo'.o.)  ill  jo  fi^ieilaB  unifi 

-no.’)  .U'liiiHiJLII-  I,,  la^ifir^n}!  - .j 

,:o'>  .'t-rq  -^ji  fiii  ' . j 

■I  .-  I .tit  Btii  Dj  IiOiOUMVtfJ  IVOO&-  IFAV?  )0|d  ! 

J « * ^ ....  . ^ A 


704 


' HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South;  the  former  is  a member  of  the  order  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a companion  of 
the  Royal  Arch  degree;  has  been  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  since  ISOI,  and  has  served  for 
two  years  as  a district  deputy  grand  master  of 
Masons  of  Arkansas.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the 
Batesville  Telephone  Company,  the  Batesville 
Water  and  Electric  Light  Company,  the  Batesville 
Printing  Company  and  the  Batesville  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  for  which  last  named  corpora- 
tion he  is  attorney.  He  is  also  the  Arkansas  attor- 
ney for  the  St.  Louis  Manganese  Company,  a for- 
eign corporation,  engaged  in  mining  and  shipping 
manganese  ore  from  Independence  County,  and  is 
the  attorney  for  the  Adler  Bank,  located  and  doing 
business  at  Batesville.  In  June,  1888,  he  attended 
the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  St.  Louis, 
as  one  of  the  deleg^ates  from  the  First  Congres- 
sional  district  of  Arkansas,  and  was  the  vice-pi'esi- 
dent  of  the  convention  from  his  State. 

W.  T.  Nesbit  is  a young  man  who  is  rapidly 
and  surely  making  his  way  to  the  front  among  the 
energetic  business  men  of  Independence  County, 
and,  although  only  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  he  has 
built  up  a large  patronage  by  strict  attention  to 
each  minor  detail  of  his  chosen  calling,  and  can  not 
fail  to  succeed.  He  is  a native  resident  of  Independ- 
ence County,  and  was  born  May  28.  I860,  being 
there  brought  up  and  educated;  and  in  addition  to 
attending  the  common  schools,  he  entered  the 
Arkansas  College,  at  Batesville,  in  which  institu- 
tion he  finished  his  education.  His  attention  dur- 
ing his  early  youth  was  given  to  assisting  his  father 
on  the  farm,  but  in  1884  he  gave  this  up  to  engage 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Sulphur  Rock,  where 
he  does  an  annual  business  of  about  880,000.  He 
has  recently  built  a business  house,  00x24  feet, 
which  is  the  only  two-story  business  house  in  the 
town.  His  average  stock  amounts  to  nearly  84.  oOO, 
and  his  credit  business  amounts  to  812.000.  He 
employs  two  clerks.  On  commencing  business  for 
himself,  in  1883,  his  capital  amounted  to  al)out 
82.50,  but  as  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this 
sketch,  his  success  is  owing  to  his  energy,  excel- 
lent business  (lualificatious  and  attention  to  details. 


Mr.  Nesbit’ s wife,  whom  he  married  in  1885,  was 
formerly  Miss  Mollie  Carter,  also  a native  of  Inde- 
pendence County.  Ark.  They  have  one  child. 
William  E.  Mr.  Nesbit  is  a son  of  W.  H.  and 
Catherine  (Herrington)  Nesbit.  both  Tennesseeans, 
who  emigrated  to  Arkansas  about  1850,  where  the 
father  died  ten  years  later.  The  mother  is  still 
living  and  is  the  worthy  companion  of  William 
Wilson.  To  her  first  marriage  five  children  were 
born,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest.  The 
great-grandfather  was  a native  of  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  North 
Carolina,  where  the  grandfather  was  born.  He 
afterwards  moved  to  Mississippi.  The  father  was 
a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a Democrat,  and 
belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  the  A. 
F.  and  A.  M. , also  holding  membership  in  several 
benevolent  associations. 

William  B.  Noiwell  is  a prosperous  agricultur- 
ist of  this  region,  and  successfully  manages  his 
farm  of  240  acres,  which  lies  in  section  3-1,  Gains- 
boro  Township,  and  is  an  exceedingly  fertile  tract 
of  land.  In  addition  to  this,  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  profession  of  school-teaching,  in 
which  occupation  he  has  met  the  universal  ap- 
proval of  those  whom  he  has  served.  He  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn. , on  the  23d  of 
July,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  E.  M.  B.  and  Jerusha 
(Arnold)  Norvell,  who  were  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Tenn.,  and  North  Carolina,  respectively, 
and  were  married  in  the  former  State  in  1837; 
nine  of  their  ten  children  being  vet  living.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occuj^ation,  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  he  and  wife  wmre  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  William  B.  Nor- 
vell first  attended  the  common  schools  of  Bedford 
County,  Tenn.,  and  then  entered  as  a student  the 
Cedar  Gi'ove  Academy,  in  which  well-known  insti- 
tution he  remained  for  some  time  and  received  an 
education  of  more  than  ordinary  thoroughness. 
IMiss  Sarah  A.  Rogers  became  his  wife,  she  having 
been  born  in  Independence  County,  .Vrk. , and 
their  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  thiee 
sons  and  five  daughters,  one  daughter  lieing  a deaf 
mute.  Mr.  Norvell  has  held  the  otlice  of  justice  of 
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the  peace  for  about  two  years,  and  for  about  six 
years  has  been  a school  director.  While  in  Ten- 
nessee he  joined  the  Masonic  and  I.  O.  O.  F. 
lodges,  and  still  holds  his  membership  in  that 
State.  He  belongs  to  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  ChiU’ch, 
in  which  he  is  an  ordained  deacon.  Mr.  Norvell 
is  an  exceptionally  intelligent  man.  and  is  thor- 
oughly posted  on  all  the  current  topics  of  the 
day,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  enterprises 
tending  to  benefit  the  county. 

Robert  G.  Osborne,  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Independence,  was  born  in  Hay- 
wood County,  North  Carolina,  November  27,  1858, 
and  is  a sou  of  Enoch  M.,  and  N.  E.  (Howell) 
Osborne,  also  natives  of  Haywood  County,  North 
Carolina.  Enoch  M.  Osborne  died  in  Independ- 
ence County,  Ark.,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one  years;  his  widow  is  now  residing  in  Ashe- 
ville, N.  C. , having  returned  to  her  native  State 
after  her  husband’s  death,  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  her  children.  They  removed  in  1855 
from  North  Carolina  and  bought  550  acres  of  land 
in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  which  they  cleared 
and  cultivated.  Enoch  M.  Osborne  was  a man  of 
great  enterprise  and  ability,  and  was  a very  suc- 
cessful farmer.  He  and  wife  were  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  of  their  family 
of  eight  children,  seven  are  now  living,  viz. : 
Robert  G. ; William  H. , a minister  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  now  located  at  Jonesboro.  Tenn. ; 
Thomas  S.,  a lawyer  of  Ft.  Smith,  Ark. ; James 
H. , a merchant  of  Asheville,  N.  C. ; Fannie,  wife 
of  Thomas  Drummond,  land  agent  at  Greenville, 
Tenn. ; Joseph  C.  died  October  21,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  while  attending  college  at 
Asheville,  N.  C. ; Mary  A.  with  her  mother,  and 
John  M.  also  at  college.  Robert  G. , the  eldest 
child,  received  his  education  in  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father 
continued  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
now  owns.  He  also  owns  168  acres  in  White 
River  Township,  160  in  Black  River  Township,  as 
well  as  town  property  in  Sulphur  Rock,  all  of  which 
has  become  his  through  close  application  and  en- 
terprise, that  have  won  for  him  so  much  success 


in  his  chosen  occupation  of  farming.  In  1880 
ilr.  Osborne  married  Amanda  E.  McPhearsou,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  McFhearson,  now  deceased. 
She  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1860.  Of  the  live 


I children  born  to  their  marriacre  three  are  livinir, 

■ viz. : Fannie,  Morgan  and  Maudie,  the  last  two 
twins. . Adolphus  and  Willie  are  deceased.  Polit- 
ically, 5Ir.  Osborne  is  a Democrat,  as  was  also  his 
' father.  The  family  is  of  English  descent,  and  is 
: widely  known  and  highly  respected  in  Independ-  j 
j ence  County.  | 

Joseph  Ottinger.  Within  the  limits  of  Inde- 
pendence County,  Ark.,  there  is  no  man  of  more 
progi’essive  spirit  or  of  greater  recognized  worth 
than  Mr.  Ottinger.  Born  in  Cocke  County,  Tenn., 
June  15,  1888,  he  is  a son  of  Michael  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Winter)  Ottinger,  also  Tennesseeans,  the 
former's  birth  occui-ring  in  Greene  County,  in  1802. 

He  was  also  educated  in  this  county,  and.  as  he 
gi’ew  up,  learned  the  lessons  of  industry,  frugal 
habits  and  economy — lessons  which  he  ever  re- 
j membered  and  which  stood  him  in  good  stead  in 
‘ after  life.  He  became  a wealthy  planter  of  that 
I State,  and  at  one  time  owned  1,020  acres  of  land. 

' He  was  married  in  1823,  and  eleven  children  were 
born  to  himself  and  wife,  six  of  whom  are  yet  liv-  | 
ing.  He  held  the  office  of  constable  for  some  time.  j 
I He  and  wife  w'ere  members,  in  good  stantling,  in 
I the  Lutheran  Church.  He  died  in  1877,  followed 
‘ by  his  wife  a few  years  later,  in  1881.  Joseph  i 
Ottinger  was  eelucated  near  Newport.  Tenn.,  and 
' for  a number  of  years  has  been  a resident  of  Inde-  ' 
pendence  County,  Ark.  He  owns  280  acres  of 
average  land,  and,  from  his  earliest  recollections, 
has  been  familiar  with  farm  work  (a  secret,  doubt- 
less, of  his  success).  Ho  was  married  near  New- 
port, Tenn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Davis,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  State.  To  them  a family  of 
nine  children  have  been  given,  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter,  and  eight  of  the  familv  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Ottinger  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  oialer, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  his  lodge.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Agri- 
cultural t\'heel,  and  he  and  wife  are  connected 
with  the  Ba{)tist  Church,  and  are  always  interested 
in  enterprises  tending  to  beiietit  their  adopted 
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county.  The  maternal  grandparents  were  Penn- 
sylvanians, who  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Tennessee. 

Margaret  F.  Owen,  widow  of  John  M.  Owen, 
of  White  River  Township,  Independence  County, 
was  born  in  Alabama  in  1850.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Michael  K.  and  Matilda  (Dutton)  Crow,  both 
natives  of  Virginia.  Michael  K.  Crow  was  born  in 
1825;  he  grew  to  manhood  in  Virginia  and  Tennes- 
see, and  was  married  in  Alatjama.  to  which  State 
his  parents  had  removed.  In  1860  he  emigrated 
to  Arkansas,  locating  on  a farm  in  Independence 
County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a Confederate  soldier,  and  was  wounded  by 
the  fall  of  a horse  at  the  battle  of  Helena.  He 
died  in  1883,  and  his  wife,  who  was  also  born  in 
1825,  died  in  1881.  A double  monument  marks 
their  graves  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  lat- 
ter part  of  their  lives  was  spent.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  viz.:  Margaret  F., 

I Mary  M. , Reuben  M. , George  ( who  died  in  infancy), 
William  C.,  Eiddie  A.  and  Thomas  J.  Though 
not  a member  of  any  church,  Michael  Owen  was  a 
great  Bible  student,  and  was  exceedingly  charitable. 
He  was  of  German  descent,  while  his  wife  was  of 
Irish  origin.  Margaret  F.  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Independence  County,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  married  John  M.  Owen,  who  w-as 
born  in  Big  Bottom  Township,  Independence  Coun- 
ty, in  1836,  being  nearly  fifteen  years  her  senior. 
They  were  blessed  with  five  children,  viz.  : Alfred 
C.,  Edward,  Thomas,  Eunice  and  Mabel.  Mr. 
Owen  served  the  Confederacy  four  years  during  the 
late  war,  and  lost  his  health  w'hile  in  the  army. 
He  died  March  22,  1884,  leaving  a good  farm,  upon 
which  his  widow  now'  resides.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a 
Democrat. 

T.  B.  Padgett,  real  estate  and  insurance  agent. 
Batesville.  In  all  business  communities  the  matter 
of  insurance  holds  jirominent  place.  It  is  a 
means  of  stability  to  all  l)usiness  transactions,  and 
a mainstay  against  disaster,  should  devastation  by 
fire  sweep  property  or  merchandise  away.  Among 
those  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Bates- 
ville is  Mr.  T.  B.  Padgett,  who  is  a native  Vir- 


ginian, born  in  Fairfax  County,  in  September. 
1839.  The  Padgett  family  comes  of  Virginia 
stock,  settling  there  at  an  early  day.  William  B. 
and  Harriet  T.  (Ossmon)  Padgett,  parents  of  T.  B. 
Padgett,  were  also  natives  of  Viiginia,  and  the 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  w’hich  pursiiit 
he  carried  on  for  years.  He  died  in  Virginia,  and 
the  mother  in  Missouri.  T.  B.  Padgett  passed 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  in  the  grand  old 
State  of  Virginia,  and  there  received  a good  com- 
mon ediTcation.  Early  in  life  he  was  apjjrenticed 
to  the  drag  business  in  Washington  City.  D.  C., 
and  there  remained  until  I860,  when  he  came  to 
Batesville,  Ark.,  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  drug 
trade.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Seventh 
Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga. 
Murfreesboro.  Shiloh,  and  all  the  principal  engage- 
ments of  the  Western  army.  He  w’as  wounded 
both  at  Murfreesboro  and  Chickamauga,  and  quite 
severely  at  the  last  named  place,  being  disabled 
from  duty  for  some  time.  He  ranked  as  second 
lieutenant.  After  the  surrender  he  went  to  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  and  after  remaining  there  a little  over 
a year,  he  returned  to  Batesville.  He  again  en- 
gaged in  the  drag  business,  and  carried  it  on  until 
1875,  when  he  commenced  in  his  present  business. 
He  represents  fifteen  of  the  leading  insurance 
companies,  is  a thorough-going,  persevering  and 
enterprising  business  man,  and  is  deserving  of  all 
business  success.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
town  council,  and  has  also  filled  the  position  of 
town  treasurer,  recorder,  county  assessor,  and 
deputy  collector  for  ten  years.  He  was  married 
in  1868  to  Miss  Elvena  Maxfield,  by  whom  he  has 
four  children  living.  He  was  married  the  second 
time,  in  1882,  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Moore,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  this  union. 

Robert  A.  Patterson  is  a native  farmer  and 
stock  rai.ser  of  Independence  County,  where  he  has 
lived  all  his  life.  He  was  born  in  1824.  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  ( Bruce)  Patterson. 
Thomas  Patterson  was  bora  in  Tennessee,  wheie 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  married,  and  soon  after 
the  War  of  1812  moved  to  Missouri,  settling  on  the 
James  Fork  of  White  River,  from  wliich  location 
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he  was  driven  away  by  the  Indians.  He  then  re-  I 
moved  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  ' 
on  a small  improvement  on  Polk  Bayou,  where  he 
improved  a good  farm,  to  which  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention the  remainder  of  his  life;  he  was  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  White  River  Township,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  1857.  Mrs.  Patterson  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  and  survived  her  hus- 
band until  1875.  Of  their  large  family  three  sons 
and  seven  daugrhters  lived  to  be  grown,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  third  born.  The  mother  wms 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Patter- 
son served  as  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Robert 
A.  was  deprived  almost  entirely  of  any  school  ad- 
vantages, as  the  country  w’as  so  sparsely  settled,  and 
schools  were  not  organized.  He  lived  at  home 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  w'orked  one 
year  as  a mill  hand,  and  afterward  engaged  in 
farming.  In  March,  1848,  be  married  Mary  Ann, 
daughter  of  Johnston  and  Elizabeth  Clark.  Mr. 
Clark  was  reared  in  Illinois,  but  was  married  in 
Missouri,  in  which  State  the  parents  lived  until 
Mrs.  Patterson  was  nine  years  old.  They  then  re- 
moved to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  where  Mrs. 
Clark  died,  in  November,  1802.  Mr.  Clark  died 
the  same  month  in  St.  Louis  while  serving  as  lieu- 
tenant of  an  Arkansas  regiment.  Federal  army:  he 
was  a millwu'ight  by  trade,  and  also  a farmer.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  5Irs.  Patterson 
seven  are  living,  viz. ; Mary  J. , wife  of  William  I. 
Marshall;  Sarah  I.,  wife  of  J.  M.  Patterson; 
Thomas  S.,  Robert  A.  R. . John  H.,  George  W. 
W.  and  Lauretta.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Patter- 
son settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  was  then 
entirely  unimproved;  of  his  283  acres  he  now  has 
about  sixty  under  cultivation.  He  also  carries  on 
wagon-making  in  connection  with  his  farming.  He 
is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Independence 
County,  whose  birth  occurred  here,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  knowm  and  most  respected  citizens.  Mr. 
Patterson  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but  since  the 
war  he  has  been  a Republican.  He  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  he  and  wife  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  INIethodist  Church.  IMrs. 
Patterson’s  maternal  grandfather.  Lewis  Roan, 
was  a native  of  England,  and  when  but  twelve 


years  of  age  came  to  America,  where  he  fought  all 
through  the  Revolution  for  the  freedom  of  the 
colonies.  He  reared  a large  family  in  this  country, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  James 
Clark,  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Patterson,  was 
an  early  settler  of  Illinois.  He  afterward  lived 
some  years  in  Missouri  and  subsequently  located 
in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  where  he  died.  It 
is  supposed  that  all  of  the  family,  except  himself 
and  one  sister,  were  killed  by  the  Indians  when  he 
was  a boy. 

William  C.  Pearce,  postmaster,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  notary  public.  Oil  Trough,  Ark.  A 
representative  citizen  of  Independence  County, 
and  a man  recognized  and  respected  as  such  wher- 
ever knowm  is  Mr.  Pearce.  He  never  engaged  very 
largely  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  is  generally  in 
business,  and  is  also  occupied  in  his  official  duties. 

He  owes  his  nativity  to  Henderson  County,  Tenn. , 
where  he  was  born  on  the  13th  of  March.  1836, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Lucy  (Collins)  Pearce. 
John  Pearce  came  to  Arkansas,  with  his  family, 
in  1850.  located  on  land  near  Fairview,  Independ- 
ence County,  where  he  remained  for  about  eight 
years.  He  cleared  about  tweuty-tive  acres,  erected 
log  houses,  stables,  etc.,  but  exchanged  this  for 
land  nearer  Fair'dew,  and  made  this  his  home  for 
fifteen  years.  The  mother  died  in  1875,  and  he 
one  year  later.  William  C.  Pearce  received  his  i 
' education  principally  in  the  schools  of  Independ- 
ence County.  In  1858  he  left  the  parental  roof  to 
engage  as  clerk  with  Col.  James  H.  Patterson,  who 
I carried  a general  line  of  merchandise  in  Jackson 
County,  and,  remained  there  until  1861,  w’hen  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A.  Eighth  Regiment,  Arkansas 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  capacity  of  private,  hos- 
pital steward  and  druggist.  He  [>articipated  in  all 
the  battles  in  which  his  command  engaged,  but 
space  will  allow  the  mention  only  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent:  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  Chicka 

mauga,  Missiouarv  Ridge,  Buzzard  Roost.  Resaca, 
and,  in  fact, all  the  engagements  of  the  Atlanta  cam 
paign,  Jonesboro  being  the  last.  He  was  with 
Gen.  Hood  in  his  campaigns,  during  his  command 
of  the  Confederate  army,  but  left  his  company  on 
a sixty  davs’  furlough  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war. 
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The  conflict  closed  before  the  expiration  of  the  fur- 
lough, so  he  remained  at  home.  In  1805  he  put 
in  a crop  on  a farm  near  Pleasant  Plains,  Inde- 
pendence County,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year, 
engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  A.  J.  Cheek,  the 
latter  furnishing  the  means,  and  Mr.  Pearce  man- 
aging  the  business  and  receiving  a salary  for  his 
services.  He  continued  in  business  with  Mr. 
Cheek  until  in  March,  1808,  after  which  he  passed 
his  time  in  collecting  for  other  business  men  until 
1809.  He  was  then  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Calhoun,  of  Arkansas,  but  originally  from 
South  Carolina.  Her  father  was  a cousin  of  John 
C.  Calhoun  of  historical  fame.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pearce  were  born  five  childi’en:  Zachary  H. , born 
in  1870  and  died  in  1885;  his  body  is  interred  in 
the  cemeterj'  at  Maple  Springs,  Independence 
County.  Mollie,  Laura,  Cornelia  and  Culbert  L. 
Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  Oil  Trough  in  1875,  and  was 
engaged  in  various  occupations  until  appointed 
postmaster  under  President  Garfield's  administra- 
tion, in  1882.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  notary  public  in  1887.  He 
has  taken  a great  deal  of  interest  in  politics,  ident- 
ifying himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  to  which 
he  has  always  strongly  adhered.  While  Mr.  Pearce 
is  not  a member  of  any  Church,  he  has  always  been 
a strongf  friend  to  relicrious  and  social  advancement, 
and  contributes  liberally  to  all.  He  is  a great 
friend  to  education,  and  his  children  have  had  good 
opportunities  for  schooling.  He  was  made  a Mas- 
ter Mason  in  1866,  was  exalted  to  the  first  sublime 
degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1868,  and  at  this 
time  is  a member  of  McGuire  Lodge  No.  208,  Oil 
Trough,  Independence  County,  Ark.  He  is  also 
a member  of  Oil  Trough  Chapter  No.  84,  Oil 
Trough,  Ark. 

John  L.  Pierce  is  worthy  in  eveiw  way  of  being 
classed  among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  this 
region,  for  by  his  own  industry  he  has  become  the 
owner  of  320  acres  of  land,  about  seventy  of  which 
are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  100  acres  of 
land  he  has  cleared  himself.  His  birth  occurred 
in  McMinn  County,  Tenn. , January  11,  1838,  and 
he  was  educated  near  Athens,  and,  after  attaining 
manhood,  was  married  there  to  5Iiss  Lucie  Herod, 


who  was  a native  of  the  State.  Of  eight  sons  and 
three  daughters  born  to  them,  eight  of  the  family 
are  still  living,  and  one  is  at  home  with  his  parents, 
helping  to  till  the  farm.  Mr.  Pierce  is  a Mason, 
a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  in  which 
organization  he  has  held  the  office  of  vice-president, 
and  he  and  wife,  for  a number  of  years,  have  been 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Pierce  has 
acquired  his  present  estate  denotes  him  to  be  an 
energetic,  successful  agriculturist,  and  the  secret 
of  his  success,  perhaps,  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
reared  from  earliest  boyhood  on  a farm  and  inher- 
ited some  of  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  Scotch 
ancestors.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Wyatt)  Pierce,  were  born  in  Tennessee  and  Vir- 
ginia, respectively,  and  became  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  nine  daughters,  five  of  the  family  sur- 
viving; Sarah,  Ursulia,  LinaM. , David  and  John. 
The  father  died  in  1868,  followed  by  his  wife  in 
1872,  she  having  been  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  for  many  years.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  a Scotchman,  who  came  to  America 
many  years  ago. 

William  Ramsey,  farmer,  Batesville.  Nowhere 
within  the  limits  of  Independence  County  can 
there  be  found  a man  who  takes  greater  interest  in 
its  agricultural  and  stock  affairs  than  Mr.  Ramsev, 
or  who  strives  continually  to  jiromote  and  advance 
these  interests  to  a higher  plane.  He  has  a native 
pride  in  this  county,  for  he  was  born  here,  and  it  is 
but  natural  that  he  should  strive  to  see  all  its  mat- 
ters placed  on  a footing  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
the  affairs  of  other  counties  in  the  State.  He  is 
the  son  of  Allen  D.  and  Helen  F.  (Slater)  Ramsey, 
and  the  grandson  of  William  Ramsey,  who  settled 
in  what  is  now  Independence  County,  Ark.,  in 
about  1819,  when  there  were  but  few  settlers  in 
this  country.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
died  in  Independence  County.  During  his  early 
residence  in  this  county  he  underwent  many  hanl- 
ships,  and  had  many  stirring  adventures.  He  was 
sheriff  of  Independence  County  at  one  time.  Allen 
D.  Ramsey  was  born  on  the  place  where  the  fami- 
ly now  resides,  and  there  passed  almost  his  entire 
life.  Perhaps  few  men  in  North  .Arkansas,  aside 
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from  those  in  professional  or  political  life,  were 
better  knowm.  He  was  educated  near  Alexandria, 
Va. , and  was  p(xssessed  of  a high  order  of  intelli- 
gence. He  was  an  honored,  influential  and  exem- 
plary citizen.  He  died  December  31,  1878.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  is  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day. 
Her  mother  came  to  Arkansas,  and  located  at 
Batesville.  To  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Ramsey  were 
born  five  childi’en,  three  now  living:  Margaret, 
William  and  Maria.  The  two  deceased  were 
Mary,  married  George  Weaver,  who  is  also  de 
ceased,  and  left  one  child,  Allen  R.  Weaver,  who 
makes  his  home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  David.  William  Ramsey  (subject)  was  born 
and  reared  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 
Being  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  he 
has  always  followed  this  calling,  and  has  made  a 
complete  success  of  the  same.  The  family  now 
own  1,050  acres  of  land,  w'ith  about  325  acres  un- 
der cultivation,  and  the  principal  productions  are 
corn,  cotton  and  hay.  Mr.  Ramsey  also  raises 
some  stock.  He  is  an  enterprising  young  man 
and  a first-class  farmer.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  his  mother  and  family  are 
members  of  the  same.  When  the  Ramsey  family 
first  settled  in  Independence  County,  Indians  were 
here,  and  all  kinds  of  wild  game  abounded.  The 
now  fine  and  productive  river  bottoms  where  then  a 
dense  canebrake.  One  incident  that  the  father 
used  to  relate  to  his  children  was  that,  when  the 
first  steamboat  came  up  the  river,  that  had  a whis- 
tle, it  roused  every  one  from  their  slumbers,  and 
the  people  were  very  much  frightened.  The  great 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at  a very 
early  date,  lived  in  Kentucky,  where  he  met  with 
experiences  worthy  of  record.  On  one  occasion, 
while  in  the  hay  field,  in  company  with  a hired 
man,  a party  of  Indians  came  upon  them  unaware. 
The  hired  man  started  to  run,  but  was  killed  by 
the  savages.  Mr.  Ramsey’s  great  grandfather  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  kept  as  such  for  a long  time, 
finally  being  sold  to  some  French  traders  for  a 
pair  of  blankets.  Ho  w’as  then  so  far  from  home, 
that  the  only  way  to  return  in  safety,  and  avoid 
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being  recaptured,  was  to  cross  the  ocean  to  France 
and  back  again,  which  he  did.  He  at  last  made 
his  way  to  his  family,  who  had  mourned  him  as 
dead,  after  an  absence  of  three  years. 

C.  T.  Rosenthal,  dealer  in  hardware,  stoves, 
tin-ware,  etc.,  Batesville.  Among  the  resources  of 
the  town  of  Batesville,  which  go  to  make  up  its 
commercial  fabric,  the  trade  carried  on  in  hard- 
ware, stoves,  tin-ware,  etc.,  forms  a most  import- 
ant feature.  Prominent  among  those  engage<i  in 
it  is  Mr.'  C.  T.  Rosenthal,  who  has  been  in  this 
line  of  Vtusiness  for  twenty- five  years.  In  1865  he 
engaged  as  clerk  in  the  wholesale  hardware  house 
of  Pratt  & Fox,  then  the  largest  hardware  firm  in 
St.  Louis.  He  remained  with  them  over  three 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Helena,  M.  T. , and 
there  worked  for  Clark,  Conrad  A Miller  for  a short 
time.  He  then  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  entered 
the  firm  of  Adolphits  Meier  A Co. , remaining  with 
them  about  three  years,  or  until  they  sold  out 
to  McCombs,  Keller  & Byrnes,  with  whom  he 
remained  trntil  1878,  although  the  finu  again 
changed,  this  time  to  McCombs.  Caruth  & Byrnes. 
At  the  above  mentioned  date,  Mr.  Rosenthal  came 
to  Batesville,  Ark.,  engaging  in  business  for  him- 
self. The  first  two  years  the  firm  was  Rosenthal 
& Stritter,  and  since  that  time  he  has  carried  on 
the  business  alone.  He  has  one  of  the  neatest  and 
best  stocked  hardware  stores  in  Arkansas.  Mr. 
Rosenthal  has  been  an  alderman  three  terms,  and 
was  school  director  for  one  term  of  two  years.  He 
owns  the  building  that  he  occupies,  which  is  a large 
two- story  stone  building,  and  which  he  has  had 
erected  since  coming  to  Batesville.  He  does  a 
good  business,  carries  a large  stock  of  goods,  and 
employs  five  men. 

Joseph  M.  Runyan,  who  has  a reputation  of 
owning  some  of  the  best  stock  in  Independence 
County,  and  is  also  an  experienced  farmer,  is  a son 

of  and  Elizabeth  (Burke)  Runyan,  of 

Tennessee,  in  w’hich  State  Joseph  was  born  and 
educated.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  home 
farm,  but  in  1842,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Sarah  Baker,  also  of  Tennessee,  he  com- 
menced to  make  a home  for  his  bride.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them  in  that  State,  and  seven 
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ia  Arkansas,  of  ■whom  eight  children  are  still  living,  i 
Their  names  are  Jerome,  born  in  Tennessee  in 
1866;  John  Richmond,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1867; 
Russell  M.,  born  in  1869;  Cora  B. , born  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1871;  William  D.,  born  in  1873;  Katie, 
born  in  1877;  Josie,  born  in  1880;  Bertha,  born  in 
1882;  Thomas  J.,  born  in  1884,  and  dying  at  the 
age  of  three  years,  and  James  C.,  born  in  1887,  ' 
dying  in  1888.  Mr.  Runyan  moved  to  Arkansas 
in  1870,  and  located  in  Christian  Township,  where 
he  rented  land  and  farmed  up  to  1876,  -when  he 
purchased  160  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land,  com- 
prising sycamore,  which  was  6 feet  in  diameter; 
oak  trees,  5 feet  in  diameter;  walnut.  3.1  feet;  cot- 
tonwood, 8 feet;  box  elder, 24  feet:  pecan  5 feet;  hack-  ^ 
berry,  4 feet,  and  corn  that  was  20  feet  tall.  This 
was  the  condition  Mr.  Runyan  found  the  land  in 
upon  his  arrival,  and  out  of  the  160  acres  he  has 
now  placed  eighty  acres  in  cotton  and  30  in  corn, 
besides  gathering  2.800  pounds  of  cotton  seed, 
that  being  the  average  of  the  held.  He  has  raised 
336  bushels  of  corn  from  three  acres  of  ground, 
and  41  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre.  Also  from 
seventy- hve  to  100  bushels  of  oats  per  acre.  Mr. 
Runyan  is  also  cultivating  500  acres  of  new  land, 
and  has  placed  sixty  acres  in  clover,  from  which 
he  expects  to  get  three  and  one-half  tons  at  the  ^ 
hrst  cutting;  one  and  one-half  tons  at  the  second, 
and  the  signs  are  very  favorable  toward  getting 
one  and  one-half  tons  per  acre  at  the  third  cutting. 
He  also  raises  a hne  stock  of  cattle  and  Berkshire 
hogs,  as  well  as  high-grade  poultry.  His  land  has 
upon  it  a hne  orchard  of  apple,  pecan  and  pear 
trees,  and  several  good  dwellings,  barns,  cribs,  etc.  , 
He  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Church,  while  i 
his  wife  and  the  three  oldest  children  attend  serv- 
ice at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Run- 
yan is  a member  of  McGuire's  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  i 
M. , Oil  Trough,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Honor  and  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  has  served  one  term  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  but  only  held  the  office  from  a sense 
of  duty,  as  he  can  not  well  spare  the  time. 

Hon.  James  Rutherford,  ex-State  senator,  a 
highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Independence  County, 
was  born  in  Rutherfordton,  Rutherford  County,  j 


N.  C.,  on  July  7,  1825.  This  county  was  named 
after  Gen.  Rutherford,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and 
a distant  relative  of  the  senator's,  ^^'alter  B. 
Rutherford,  the  father,  was  a Scotchman,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  when  twentv  rears  of  age.  and 
resided  for  twenty-hve  years  in  Rutherford  County, 
afterward  moving  to  Batesville,  Ai'k.,  in  1850, 
where  he  died  October  17,  1865.  The  elder  Rirth- 
erford  was  a man  firm  in  his  convictions,  and  sen- 
sitive of  his  honor,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a citizen  of  considerable  influence  in  the 
community.  His  father,  Alexander  Rutherford, 
was  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Edinburgh. 
Scotland,  and  his  wife.  Sarah  (McTyre*)  Ruther- 
ford. was  a native  of  Georgia,  who  died  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  Ark.,  in  1870,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  They  were  the  parent.s  of  nine 
children:  Catherine,  Isabelle,  Alexander,  Walter, 
James,  William,  Mary  A.,  Amelia  and  George. 
James  Rutherford  remained  in  North  Carolina  un- 
til the  age  of  tw'enty-three  years,  when  he  moved 
to  Batesville,  in  1849,  two  years  in  advance  of  his 
parents,  and  has  resided  at  that  place  ever  since. 
His  education  was  limited  to  a common  school  and 
academic  course,  but  his  natural  abilities  and  liter- 
ary tastes  soon  placed  him  on  a level  •yfith  some  of 
the  smartest  men  of  that  section.  It  has  been  a 
common  belief  that  for  one  to  be  successful  in 
after  life  he  must,  as  a rule,  sow  his  wild  oats  in 
boyhood,  but  in  Mr.  Rutherford's  case  this  theory 
has  been  exploded.  He  has  never  sowed  his  wild 
oats,  has  never  gambled,  drank,  nor  sworn  an  oath, 
and  in  his  later  life  he  has  remained  always  the 
same  practical,  moral  man,  and  becoming  more 
successful  year  after  year.  He  owns  several  valua- 
ble farms,  having  nearly  1,000  acres  under  culti- 
vation, and  raises  almost  everything  that  the  soil 
will  produce,  commencing  his  life  ■^vith  only  160 
acres  of  land.  Public  offices  have  been  bestowed 
upon  him,  on  account  of  his  intelligence,  tact  and 
integrity,  ami  these  talents  have  commanded  for 
him  the  respect  of  every  citizen  intere.sted  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  In  1861  he  went  into  the  State  service 
as  first  lieutenant  of  Dye's  company,  in  Colonel 

*This  name  is  spelled  Tyrie.  by  Capt.  (ieorgc  W. 
Rutherford. 
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Shaver’s  regiment,  afterward  known  as  Seventh 
Arkansas  Regiment,  and  then  transferred  to  the 
Confederate  seiwice.  He  commanded  a company 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  in  which  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  was  killed,  and  Mr.  Rutherford  was  imme- 
diately promoted  to  till  his  place,  serving  until  the 
reorganization,  in  Aiigust,  1862,  when  he  resigned 
and  came  home.  At  Batesville  he  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  provost  marshal,  remaining  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  four  or  live  months,  and  for  the  balance 
of  the  war  he  was  enrolling  officer  at  that  town. 
At  Grand  Glaize  he  was  taken  prisoner,  on  Febru- 
ary 4th,  1863,  and  detained  at  Little  Rock  for 
three  months.  Senator  Rutherford  became  an  Odd 
Fellow  at  Lincolnton,  N.  C. , and  is  the  oldest  liv- 
ing member  of  the  Batesville  Lodge.  He  is  a 
member  of  no  other  secret  order.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whi  cr  from  boyhood  until  the  death  of  that 

O • 

party,  when  he  became  a Democrat.  He  was  a 
Secessionist  in  theory,  but  contended  that  it  was 
bad  policy  to  secede,  although  he  stood  lirmly  with 
the  Confederacy  to  the  bitter  end.  For  the  last 
six  years  he  has  attended  as  a delegate  to  the  State 
conventions  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  except  when  can- 
vassing for  himself.  In  1850  he  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  just  one  year  after  moving  to  the 
county,  and  served  four  years.  In  the  trouble- 
some times  of  1874  he  was  elected  a delegate  from 
Independence  County  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention that  framed  the  present  constitution  of  the 
State,  and  in  1879  he  was  elected  for  four  years 
as  State  senator  for  the  counties  of  Independence 
and  Stone.  During  the  session  of  1880  he  was 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  and  also  of  the 
special  senate  committee  on  revenue,  and  re- 
ported the  famous  revenue  law  which  Gov. 
Churchill  vetoed.  Senator  Rutherford  was  mar- 
ried in  Batesville,  on  November  12th,  1862,  to 
Miss  Maria  Louisa  Hynson,  of  Independence 
County,  a daughter  of  Henry  Hynson,  one  of  that 
county’s  well  known  merchants.  iMrs.  Rutherford 
is  a charming  lady,  and  is  almost  her  husband’s 
equal  in  tact  and  good  judgment.  In  fact,  it  is 
partly  due  to  her  advice  and  good  management 
that  the  senator  has  built  up  his  fortune.  Their 
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marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four  sons  and  two 
dauirhters;  George  L.,  James  B. , William  A., 
Medford  51.,  5Iay  B.  and  Sophia  A.  The  senator 
is  a man  who  never  allows  politics  to  interfere  with 
his  friendships,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  some 
of  his  political  opponents  are  his  personal  friends. 

He  is  regarded  as  the  best  financier  in  Independ- 
ence County,  and,  as  an  eminent  citizen  of  Arkan- 
sas says  of  him,  “ He  has  an  undisputed  charac-  ^ 
ter  for  honesty  and  integrity,  and  is  strictly  moral  ” ] 

Capt.  George  W.  Rutherford,  a prominent  cit-  j 
zen  and  leading  farmer  of  Independence  County, 
was  born  in  Rutherfordton,  Rutherford  County, 

N.  C.,  on  July  10.  1833.  and  is  a son  of  Walter 
B.  and  Sarah  (5IcTyre)  Rutherford,  the  former  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  the  latter,  who  was  also  of 
Scottish  origin,  from  Fairfield  County,  S.  C.  The 
elder  Rutherford  landed  at  Charleston.  S.  C..  in 
December,  1815,  some  six  months  after  the  battle  j 
of  IVaterloo  w'as  fought,  and  while  the  world  was 
still  ringing  with  the  news  of  Napoleon’s  defeat.  i 
His  voyage  across  the  ocean  occupied  four  "weeks, 
and  the  vessel  encountered  many  heavy  storms  in 
that  time,  causing  consternation  on  board.  Alex- 
ander Rutherford,  the  father  of  Walter  B. , was  at 
one  time  a captain  in  the  British  Reserves,  and  an  i 
old  friend  of  Robert  Burns.  He  resided  in  Scot- 
land and  practiced  law  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Walter  B.  Rutherford  was  a tanner  by  trade,  hav- 
ing served  seven  years’  apprenticeship  at  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  and  still  pursued  that  occupation 
in  South  and  North  Carolina.  In  1839  he  made  a 
trip  to  Arkansas,  coming  the  entire  distance  on 
horseback,  and  after  returning  to  North  Carolina, 
where  he  resided  until  1850,  he  moved  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Independence  County,  traveling  all  the  way 
bv  wagons.  Following  his  arrival  here  he  bou£rht 
a section  of  land  in  1839.  comprising  640  acres,  with 
about  seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation,  and  which 
is  the  farm  upon  which  Capt.  George  W.  now  resides. 
The  land  was  purchased  from  a man  named  Dilling- 
ham, who  settled  here  in  1814,  and  the  old  house, 
which  was  built  in  18  01.  is  still  standing  on  the  ])lace. 
The  older  Rutherford  died  in  1865,  and  the  wife  fol- 
lowed him  five  years  later.  They  were  the  panuits 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living. 
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Capt.  Rutherford  was  the  youngest  of  this  family, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  North 
Carolina.  He  came  to  .Irkansas  with  his  parents 
when  seventeen  years  of  age.  and  has  always  been 
a farmer.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Second  xlr- 
kansas  Cavaliy,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Helena,  and  a 
great  many  cavalry  skirmishes,  and  on  one  occa- 
sion captured  a train  of  F ederal  soldiers.  He  raised 
a company  of  partisans  under  orders  of  Gen.  Hind- 
man, in  1862,  being  joined  to  Chrisman’s  battal- 
ion of  Arkansas  Cavalry,  and  subsequently  to 
Dobbins’  regiment  of  Arkansas  Cavalry.  In  May, 
1864,  he  was  captured  at  Sugar  Loaf  Springs,  and 
taken  to  the  Little  Rock  penitentiary,  where  he 
was  confined  in  a cell,  though  only  at  night,  for 
eleven  months,  and  after  obtaining  his  liberty,  re- 
turned home,  to  once  more  lead  a peaceful  life 
and  cultivate  the  land.  Capt.  Rutherford  owns 
about  1,000  acres,  and  has  some  350  acres  under 
cultivation.  His  farm  is  \vell  improved,  and 
adapted  to  the  stock  business,  in  which  he  is  an  , 
extensive  dealer.  In  1868  ho  was  married  to  Miss 
Florence  Neill,  a daughter  of  Judge  Henry  Neill, 
and  has  had  ten  children  by  this  marriage,  of  whom 
nine  are  living;  Anna  and  Lizzie,  Mary  and  Amelia 
are  twins;  Delia,  George  and  Neill,  twins;  Nina 
and  Genevieve.  Mrs.  Rutherford  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a devout 
Christian.  She  has  made  her  home  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  in  Northeast  Arkansas,  and  is  a de- 
voted wife  and  fond  mother. 

Calvin  Rutherford,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Elmo,  Ark.  Mr.  Rutherford  owes  his  nativity  to 
Cocke  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  born  in  1848. 
He  left  his  native  county  in  1871,  journeyed  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  located  in  Oil  Trough  Bottom.  Chris- 
tian Township,  Independence  County.  The  same 
year  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine 
Baker,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  after  coming  to 
Arkansas  he  rented  land,  thus  continuing  until  in  i 
1887,  when  he  bought  forty  acres.  Heaven  has 
blessed  his  married  life  with  four  children — Lounz, 
Oscar,  ^lary  and  John.  The  forty  acres  purchased 
by  Mr.  Rutherford  was  at  that  time  very  heavily  ^ 
timbered,  but  of  this  he  has  cleared  twenty  acres, 

* I 


and  has  built  on  the  same  a good  log  house.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  IMcGuire 
Lodge  No.  208,  Oil  Trough,  Independence  County, 
and  takes  a prominent  part  in  all  public  enterprises, 
whether  of  a religious,  social,  or  educational  nature, 
in  his  county  and  State.  He  has  two  children  in 
school,  and  contemplates  educating  them  as  far  as 
his  means  will  permit.  He  is  the  .son  of  Calvin 
and  Nancy  (Lane)  Rutherford,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  grandson  of Lane.  v.’ho  was 

a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  drew  a pension 
until  his  death.  Mr.  Rutherford  is  not  only  a 
public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  but  is  a man 
universally  respected  by  all  acquainted  with  him. 
In  the  history  of  Independence  County,  in  its  de- 
velopment and  growth,  Mr.  Rutherford  has  borne 
a prominent  part  for  the  last  eighteen  or  twenty 
years. 

James  F.  Saffold,  a popular  and  enterprising 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of  Independence  County, 
is  a son  of  James  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Hulsey)  Saf- 
fold, both  natives  of  that  county,  where  James,  Jr., 
was  born  on  the  2d  of  Jidy,  1854.  The  elder 
Saffold  was  a noted  and  brilliant  politician  during 
his  life,  as  also  a leading  spirit  in  all  public  enter- 
prises for  the  advancement  of  his  county.  He  was 
elected  to  represent  Independence  County  in  the 
State  legislature,  and  tilled  the  office  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents, besides  filling  several  minor  positions.  On 
the  occasion  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  forty  five 
years,  the  county  lost  one  of  her  most  valued  citi- 
zens and  one  whom  she  well  appreciated.  He  be- 
longed to  McGuire  Lodge  No.  2n8,  A.  F.  A A.  M. . 
aud  was  also  a member  of  Oil  Trough  Chapter  No. 
84.  His  loss  was  deejjly  mourned  by  the  public, 
as  well  as  his  wife  and  six  children,  to  whom  he 
was  a kind  husband  and  an  indulgent  father.  He 
was  strictly  a self  made  man,  having  received  but 
a limited  education  in  his  youth;  but  the  brain  and 
power  of  the  man  were  equal  to  any  emergency,  and 
in  after  life  he  had  educated  and  qualified  him-^elf 
for  any  ])Osition  he  might  have  beeri  called  upon  to 
fill  ■within  the  gift  of  the  ])eople.  or  in  the  ordinary 
demands  of  business.  His  sou,  Jjunes  F.  Satl'old. 
Jr.,  follows  closely  in  the  light  of  his  father  s 
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maay  good  qualities,  and  is  a representative  citi- 
zen of  the  county.  Added  to  what  he  inherited 
from  his  father’s  estate,  he  now  owns  ‘250  acres  of 
land,  with  175  acres  under  cultivation,  and  has 
erected  one  good  dwelling,  several  tenant  houses 
and  barns  upon  the  place.  Mr.  Satfold  is  not  a 
member  of  any  particular  religious  faith,  but  he 
has  contributed  to  a great  many  causes,  l)oth  re- 
ligious and  educational;  and  outside  of  his  large 
circle  of  friends  in  Christian  Township,  is  well 
known  throughout  Independence  County. 

Allen  H.  Saylors,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Dota, 
Ark.  One  of  the  foremost  men  among  the  agri- 
culturists of  Independence  County,  is  he  whose 
name  appears  above,  and  who  has  borne  an  influ- 
ential part  in  promoting  the  various  interests  of  the  | 
county.  His  birth  occurred  in  what  is  now  Jack- 
son  County,  Ark.,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1844, 
and  he  has  always  made  this  State  his  home.  He 
was  reared  between  the  handles  of  a plow,  figura- 
tively speaking,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Jackson  County.  Although 
his  educational  attainments  were  rather  limited,  he 
improved  his  time  in  later  years,  and  is  now  con- 
sidered one  of  the  well-posted  and  intelligent  cit- 
izens of  the  county.  He  is  the  second  in  a family 
of  six  children,  born  to  John  C.  and  Martha  (Oli- 
ver) Saylors,  natives  of  Missouri,  w'ho  came  to 
Arkansas  about  1820  or  1824,  and  first  settled  at 
Litchfield,  in  Jackson  County.  A few  years  later 
they  sold  out  and  moved  a few  miles  further  south, 
where  they  opened  up  a large  tract  of  land,  160 
acres.  He  then  moved  three  miles  east  of  Jack- 
sonport,  and  there  died,  in  1855.  At  that  time 
he  was  the  owner  of  480  acres.  He  was  the  first 
clerk  of  Jackson,  and  also  held  the  ofiice  of  mag- 
istrate for  a number  of  years.  The  mother  died  in 
1859,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
six  children  born  to  their  union  are  named  as  fol- 
lows; Eliza  J.  (wife  of  Obediah  Wilkinson,  died 
in  1871),  Allen  H.,  Annette  S.  (died  in  1863,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years),  John  R.  (died  in  I860, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years).  Mary  M.  (wife  of 
Craig  Simmons,  lives  in  Craighead  County,  and 
was  born  June  10,  1852),  Charles  A.  (died  at  the 


age  of  four  years.  1858).  In  1859,  after  the 
death  of  his  mother,  Allen  H.  Saylors  began  life 
for  himself,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  engaged  in 
the  calling  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  this  con- 
tinued until  1862,  when  he  joined  the  Southern 
army,  and  was  on  duty  several  months.  He  then 
came  home,  and,  to  escape  the  strife,  went  to  the 
“Lone  Star  State;"  but  he  found  that  it  was  “ war- 
times ’’  of  a certainty,  and  the  following  year  joined 
the  army  again,  entering  Col.  Morgan’s  regiment, 
Campbell’s  bi-igade  cavalry.  He  was  in  the  battles 
of  Pleasant  Clrove,  Marks’  Mill,  the  Saline  River- 
fight,  and  besides  was  in  a nrrmber  of  sharp  skirm- 
ishes. In  an  engagement  at  Pilot  Knob,  in  the 
fall  of  1864,  he  was  wounded  by  a piece  of  bomb- 
shell. He  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  through 
Missouri,  and  his  army  was  disbanded  in  Texas,  in 
May,  1865.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Saylors 
retirrn  to  Arkansas,  and  in  July.  1868,  united  his 
fortune  with  that  of  Miss  Nannie  Tunstall,  also  a 
native  of  Arkansas.  To  their  marriage  were  born 
two  children;  Mary  Lavenia,  born  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1869,  and  Nannie  E..  born  on  the  4th 
of  September,  1873,  and  died  on  Airgust  30,  of 
the  following  year.  Mrs.  Saylors  died  on  the  13th 
of  September,  1873,  in  full  communion  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  an  excel- 
lent mother  and  wife.  Mr.  Saylors  was  married  a 
second  time  on  the  15th  of  October,  1874,  to  a 
cousin  of  his  first  wife.  Miss  Martha  Tunstall. 
Seven  children  have  been  the  result  of  this  union; 
Gertie,  born  on  the  20th  of  April,  1876;  Martha 
A.,  born  on  the  15th  of  October,  1877;  James  H.. 
born  on  the  25th  of  February,  1879;  Claude,  born 
October  5,  1880,  and  died  March  24,  1881;  Logan, 
born  on  the  6th  of  October,  1883;  John  Guynn. 
born  October  7,  1885,  and  Sylvia,  born  November 
3,  1887.  Mr.  Saylors’  principal  occupation  has 
been  farming,  and  he  first  bought  eighty  acres, 
the  most  of  which  he  has  improved.  Since  his 
first  purchase  he  has  added  to  this  at  different 
times,  and  now  is  the  owner  of  240  acres,  eighty 
of  which  are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  good  orchards,  good  buildings,  and  his  prin- 
cipal crops  are  corn  and  cotton.  At  different  times 
he  has  followed  the  vocation  of  merchandising,  and 
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has  also  been  ens;agecl  in  the  livery  business,  but 
at  the  same  time  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 
Mr.  Saylors  votes  with  the  Labor  party,  but  does  not 
j take  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  served  as  con- 

I stable,  and  also  acted  as  deputy  sheriff  in  Jack- 

! son  County  until  deposed  by  the  war.  In  Septem- 

ber, 1888,  he  was  elected  magistrate  of  his  town- 
j ship,  which  office  he  now  holds  to  the  satisfaction 

I of  all.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Newark 

! Lodcre,  No.  52,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 

Agricultural  Wheel.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
all  public  enterprises,  and  contributes  liberally  to 
' their  support.  Mrs.  Saylors  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

A.  N.  Simmons,  farmer  and  miller,  Batesville. 
Ark.  The  milling  industry  is  well  rex)resented  in 
Batesville  by  the  above  named  gentleman,  who  is 
a progressive  business  man.  and  who  is  also  closely 
associated  with  the  farming  interest  of  Indepen- 
dence County,  Ark.  He  was  born  in  ^^’eakley 
County,  Tenn. , on  the  28th  of  August,  1833,  and 
is  the  son  of  Anthony  N.  Simmons,  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  who,  after  growing  up,  married 
Miss  Penelope  O’Neil,  also  a native  of  North  Car- 
olina. In  1832  they  emigrated  to  Tennesse,  located 
in  Weakley  County,  and  after  remaining  there  a 
short  time,  emigrated  to  Gibson  County.  At  one 
time  he  and  a man  by  the  name  of  Nolen,  bought 
160  acres  of  land  apiece  where  Memphis  now 
stands,  but  owing  to  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Simmons, 
he  gave  up  his  part,  thus  depriving  himself  of  an 
independent  fortune.  He  died  in  Gibson  County, 
Tenn.,  in  1834,  and  the  mother  in  1854.  The 
father  was  a farmer,  a mechanic,  and  was  said  to 
be  the  finest  cabinet-workman  in  the  State.  Of 
their  six  children,  three  are  living  at  the  present 
time:  Joseph,  Fordice  and  Anthony  N.  The  latter 
was  reared  in  Tennessee  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  secured  but  a limited  education.  In  the  si)ring 
of  1848  he  removed  with  his  mother  to  St.  Francis 
County,  Ark. , and  while  living  there  the  county  was, 
respectively,  St.  Francis,  Jackson  and  M'oodruff 
Counties.  In  1861  Mr.  Simmons  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  McCrea’s  regiment,  and  served  thirty  six 
days,  when  he  was  taken  sick  .and  sent  home.  He 
was  detailed  to  take  charge  of  some  negroes.  While 


living:  in  St.  Francis  Countv  he  was  engfagfed  in 
farmincr,  and  also  carried  on  the  milling:  business. 
In  1865  he  came  to  Independence  County  and 
i located  where  he  now  lives.  He  bought  a mill, 
ran  it  for  some  time,  and  then  bought  another. 
Since  living  here  he  has  erected  several  mills,  and 
has  carried  on  the  milling  business  for  thirty-three 
years.  He  erected  the  first  stone  mill  on  the 
bayou.  He  owns  210  .acres  of  land,  with  about 
sixty  acres  under  cultiv.ation,  but  turns  his  atten- 
tion principally  to  his  milling  business.  He  now 
owns  two  mills,  both  running  most  of  the  time. 
By  his  marriage  to  Miss  J.  A.  O’Neil,  in  1854,  he 
became  the  father  of  live  living  children:  Samuel, 
John.  Jefferson,  F.annie  I second  wife  of  G.  I. 
Dwinal)  and  Delbert.  Mr.  Simmons  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  Church.  He 
also  filled  the  office  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  in  a 
very  siiccessful  and  satisfactory  manner  while  liv- 
ing in  Woodruff'  County. 

Drury  D.  Smart.  Among  the  many  eminent 
and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Independence 
County,  Ark.,  worthy  of  mention  in  these  pages,  is 
Mr.  Smart,  who  has  been  identitied  with  the  farm- 
ing interests  of  the  community  since  1856.  He  is 
a son  of  Reuben  and  iMargaret  (iMelton)  Sm.art,  na- 
tives of  Rutherford  County.  N.  C..  and  he  was  born 
in  the  same  place.  He  j>artly  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  county,  and  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  in  June,  1845,  he  and  his  mother,  in 
the  fall  of  that  year,  emigrated  to  East  Tennessee, 
and  here  finished  his  schooling:  and  g:rew  to  mature 
years.  From  1856  to  1850  he  worked  as  a farm 
hand  in  Indej>endence  County,  Ark.,  but  at  the 
latter  date  removed  to  Little  Rock,  and  eno-ao-ed 
in  stage  driving,  being  em{)loyed  by  Messrs.  Hanger 
A Gaines,  who  were  extensive  mail  contractors,  and 
remained  with  them  about  two  years.  In  1861  he 
again  returned  to  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  where  he 
g.ave  his  attention  to  tilling  tlie  soil  until  1862.  at 
which  date  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Dobbins'  Cavalry 
regiment  of  Arkansas  Volunteers,  and  remained 
in  the  army  until  1865.  partici])ating  in  the  battles 
of  Helena  and  Marks'  iNIills,  where  1.300  of  Gen. 
Steele's  command  were  cajUured,  together  with 
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ninety-six  wagons  and  teams  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  this  blow  effectually  putting  an  end  to 
the  Red  River  expedition.  In  1804  he  was  in  the 
saddle  forty-two  days,  in  pursuit  of  Gen  Steele’s 
command,  who  was  attempting  to  form  a junction 
with  Gen.  Banks  in  his  Red  River  expedition,  but. 
as  stated  above,  the  attempt  only  met  with  failure. 
June  5,  1805.  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  and 
returned  to  civil  life,  locating  in  Cache  Township, 
Jackson  County,  Ark.  He  was  married  in  the 
summer  of  the  same  year  to  Miss  Sarah  Obarr,  of 
Jackson  County,  a native  of  Georgia,  from  which 
State  her  parents  emigrated  to  Arkansas^  in  1848 
or  1849.  After  making  three  crops  in  Jackson 
County,  he  returned  to  Oil  Trough  Bottom,  and  was 
an  extensive  farmer  of  that  region  until  1871,  when 
he  moved  to  Faulkner  County,  this  State,  and 
homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land, 
and  at  once  set  energetically  to  work  to  clear  and 
I improve  his  land.  He  cleared  and  put  forty  acres 
under  cultivation,  built  a good  double  log  house 
and  other  buildings,  and  made  many  other  valuable 
improvements  during  his  twelve  years’  residence  in 
the  county.  In  1885  he  returned  to  Independence 
County,  the  hub  around  which  he  had  so  long  re- 
volved, and  has  since  been  farming  on  land  belong- 
ing to  E.  L.  Watson,  of  Newport,  Ark.  Mr.  Smart 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  tw’o 
of  whom  have  attained  their  majority:  James  D.,  ! 
Jesse  Y’.,  Reuben  T.,  JohnM. , Alice  L.  A.,  and 
William  Asher.  Mr.  Smart  is  a patron  of  educa- 
tion, and  is  giving  his  children  good  advantages. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  while  in  Jackson 
County,  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Cache  Township.  He  was  a member  of  the  Wheel 
during  its  existence,  and  he  and  wife  are  in  com- 
munion with  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Capt.  John  T.  Smith,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
Oil  Trough,  Ark.  Like  so  many  of  the  rejuesenta- 
tive  citizens  of  this  county  and  township.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a native  Tennesseean,  bom  in  Williamson 
I County  of  that  State,  June  14,  1841,  and  is  the  son 
I of  Daniel  Smith,  who  was  also  a native  of  that 
State.  When  a young  man  the  latter  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Ragsdale,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  and  whose  father  was  a colonel  in  the 


War  of  1812,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  and  died  in  1802  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  The  paternal  grandfather  -was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  Tennessee, 
in  1849,  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Capt,  John  T.  Smith  was 
but  eight  years  old  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  ! 
to  Humphreys  County,  Tenn.,  and  there  attended  the 
private  schools  of  the  county.  He  was  reared  to  i 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  I 
farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  w'ar,  when  | 
he  enlisted  in-  the  Forty-second  Tennessee  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  Confederate  Army,  as  a private. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  company  he  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  orderly  sergeant,  serving 
in  that  capacity  until  1802.  He  was  captured,  with  1 
his  regiment,  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  afterward,  when  ! 
the  regiment  was  reorganized  at  Port  Hudson,  La.. 

Mr.  Smith  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  May, 
1863,  when  he  received  his  commission  as  captain 
and  commissary,  serving  as  regimental  commissary 
until  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn.  He  then  re- 
ceived a furlough  to  go  home,  which  was  the  close 
of  his  military  career.  In  1886,  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  M.  Reeves,  he  bought  a stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  carried  on  the  business  of  a mer 
chant  at  Buffalo  postoffice,  on  Buffalo  River,  Tenn. 

Mr.  Reeves  died  that  year,  and  Mr.  Smith  there- 
upon closed  out  and  engaged  in  farming,  purchas 
ing  a tract  of  land  on  Buffalo  River,  Humphrey 
County,  Tenn.,  the  tract  comprising  200  acres.  In 
1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Owens,  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  One  child,  Mollie  A.,  was 
born  to  this  union.  Mrs.  Smith  died,  in  1867.  of 
cholera,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Buffalo. 

In  1868  Mr.  Smith  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Lou  Gray,  of  Perry  County,  Tenn.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  live  children,  all  living:  Cordelia 
C.,  born  December  15,  1869;  Dorsey  Thomas,  born 
November  9,  1870;  Margaret  L.,  born  March  21. 
1872;  William  Martin,  born  iMarch  10,  1874.  and 
Lou  Jennie,  born  November  20.  1875.  The  mother 
of  the.se  children  dieil  July  8.  1876.  and  is  interred 
in  Perry  County,  Teiiu.  May  20,  1877.  Capt.  Smith 
married  Miss  Eliza  S.  Te.-ts,  a native  of  Humphnns 
County, Tenn. , and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  four 
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children;  Florence  Agnes,  born  in  February,  1879; 
Amanda  R.,  born  April  1.  1880;  Robert  Ernest, 
born  October  3,  1883,  and  Lillian,  born  August  2, 
1885.  Capt.  Smith  moved  to  Arkansas  January 
30,  1879,  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Section 
11,  Christian  Township,  the  principal  part  of  it 
being  timber  land,  with  about  thirty  acres  cleared, 
and  on  this  were  several  |og- cabins.  The  Captain 
has  cleared  sixty-five  acres  since  he  became  the 
owner,  and  now  has  ninety-five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  added  by  purchase  120  acres,  but, 
selling  eighty  acres  of  this,  has  now  200  acres  left. 
He  has  good  buildings  on  his  farm,  and  has  an 
excellent  orchard.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  Cordelia  is  also 
a member  of  that  church.  Capt.  Smith  is  a mem- 
ber of  McGuire  Lodge  No.  208,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , is 
also  a member  of  Oil  Trough  Chapter  No.  84,  R. 
A.  M.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  all  enterprises 
for  the  good  of  the  county. 

John  W.  Starnes,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Jamestown,  Ark.  Mr.  Starnes  is  a man  whom  na- 
ture seems  to  have  especially  designed  to  be  a tiller 
of  the  soil.  The  pursuit  of  agriculture  has  af- 
forded him  high  gratification,  and  in  the  conduct 
of  a farm  the  principles  which  he  has  held  have 
been  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  successful  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  varied  elements  of 
farm  life.  He  was  bom  in  Haywood  County,  N. 
C.,  on  the  27th  of  September,  1823,  and  the  son 
of  Benjamin  Starnes,  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
who,  after  reaching  manhood,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sophia  Snyder,  who  was  also  a native 
of  North  Carolina.  Later  in  life  they  moved  to 
Tennessee,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children. 
John  W.  Starnes  began  for  himself  at  an  early 
age,  and  when  twenty  one  years  of  age.  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Chapman.  Six  in- 
teresting children  were  the  result  of  this  union. 
His  second  marriage  was  in  1864,  to  IMiss  Susan 
McDougal.  They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Starnes 
has  some  very  valuable  land.  500  acres  in  all,  and 
on  this  has  several  fine  mineral  springs  that  have 
quite  a local  reputation.  He  thinks  that  h(‘  has 


valuable  mineral  also  on  his  place.  In  politics,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

L.  D.  Stone,  dealer  in  musical  instruments, 
stationery,  etc.,  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  the 
son  of  Rufus  and  Fannie  A.  (Flournorl  Stone,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Independence  County.  Ark. 
The  grandparents  were  early  settlers  of  this  coun- 
ty. Rufus  Stone  and  his  brother  were  killed  in 
the  late  war,  the  brother  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  The  former  was  taken  prisoner,  and  while 
in  prison  at  Little  Rock,  in  trying  to  escape,  jumped 
off  into  the  Mississippi  River  just  below  Memphis, 
and  was  drowned.  The  mother  died  in  Memphis 
of  the  small  pox.  L.  D.  Stone  was  the  only  child 
born  to  this  union,  and  was  left  an  orphan  when 
but  a lad.  He  was  educated  principally  at  Bates- 
ville,  and  took  a commercial  course  at  Lexington. 
Ky.  In  February,  1886,  he  engaged  in  his  present 
business,  and  has  since  carried  it  on.  He  has  an 
extensive  trade,  which  he  has  built  up  entirely  him- 
self, and  his  career  affords  an  excellent  example 
of  what  pluck  and  energy  can  accomplish  under 
adverse  circumstances  and  against  keen  competi- 
tion. He  carries  a full  line  of  musical  instru- 
ments, stationery,  etc.  Aside  from  this,  he  is  the 
owner  of  about  380  acres  of  White  River  bottom 
land,  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  carried  on  by 
tenants.  He  deals  extensively  in  stock. 

Hon.  John  Christopher  Stroud,  present  repre- 
sentative of  Independence  County  in  the  State 
legislature,  resides  on  a farm  about  one  mile  west 
of  Graham  postoffice.  He  was  born  in  Independ- 
ence County,  October  3,  1854,  and  is  the  ehlest 
child  and  only  son  of  the  five  children  born  to 
Andrew  J.  and  Mary  Ann  ( Winkle)  Stroiul.  .Vu- 
drew  J.  Stroud  was  born  near  Knoxville.  Tenn.. 
March  3,  1826,  his  parents  having  settled  in  Ti“ii 
nessee  at  an  early  day.  When  a young  man  he 
went  to  Kentucky  and  for  four  years  was  a resi- 
dent of  Faducah,  McCracken  County,  where  he 
was  married.  In  1854  he  removed  to  Imlepeiid- 
ence  County,  Ark.,  where  he  died  in  1881,  having 
always  been  a farmer  by  occupation.  Hi>  wife 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1829,  and  is  still 
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living.  Andrew  J.  was  a son  of  Christopher 
Stroud,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  w'hose  father 
was  born  in  Ireland.  John  C.  received  his  early 
education  in  the  free  schools  of  his  native  county  ' 
and  completed  his  studies  in  the  Washington  High 
School  of  his  home  township.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  began  teaching  school,  which  profession 
he  successfully  followed  uotil  1886.  In  the  latter  I 
year  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  county  in  the 
State  legislature,  and  two  years  later  was  again 
chosen  to  fill  the  same  position,  serving  his  con- 
stituents honorably.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  politics  and  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but  now 
is  an  Independent.  He  also  takes  an  active  part 
as  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  several 
times  represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Mr.  Stroud  owns  290  acres  of  fine  creek  bottom 
land,  about  seventy-five  acres  of  which  he  has  im- 
der  cultivation.  December  3.  1879,  he  married 
Miss  Adelia  Barnes,  who  was  born  in  Independence 
County,  January  19,  1860,  and  is  a daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Martha  J.  Barnes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stroud  have  four  children,  Emma  A.,  Estella, 
William  A.  and  Martha  J.  Our  subject  is  one  of  ! 
the  most  popular  young  men  of  the  community, 
and  is  deserving  of  the  public  favor  bestowed  on  ' 
him.  He  is  well-to-do  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  | 
all  who  know  him. 

N.  J.  Suit,  a successful  horticulturist  of 
Batesville  was  bom  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1831,  in  the  town  of  Sardis,  Mason  County,  Ky. , 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Angeletta  (Grover) 
Suit,  who  were  also  natives  of  Kentucky.  The 
grandparents  on  both  sides  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  resided  in  ^Maryland,  and  then  in 
Kentucky  at  an  early  day,  in  fact  in  the  days  of 
Daniel  Boone.  John  Grover,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, once  lived  in  a fodder  house  and  baked  his 
corn  cakes  on  a hoe,  but  by  hard  labor  and  honesty 
he  accumulated  a comfortable  fortune.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episco{)al  Church.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He 
served  for  some  time  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  Kentucky.  They  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  that  State.  John  Suit  was  also 
a farmer  and  died  in  Kentucky.  He  was  also  a 


successful  tiller  of  the  soil  and  belonged  to  the  ] 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  moral  men  who  eveiTived.  The  mother  mar- 
ried the  second  time  to  James  Engles,  and  in  1843 
emiou-ated  to  Arkansas,  cominfj  there  bv  water,  and 
settled  near  Batesville.  They  located  near  Sul- 
phur Bock,  and  there  lived  for  several  years.  He 
was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  died  near  Moonfield. 
There  were  but  two  children  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage, of  whom  N.  J.  is  the  only  one  now  living, 
William  H.  having  died.  By  the  second  marriage  ! 
Mrs.  Suit  became  the  mother  of  nine  children. 

She  died  in  1884.  At  her  death  she  had  about 
seventy-three  childi'en,  grandchildren  and  great-  i 
grandchildren.  N.  J.  Suit  w'as  about  twelve  years  i 
of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas. 

He  received  a limited  education,  there  being  no 
good  schools.  At  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  tanners’  trade,  I 
and  followed  the  business  until  about  1880,  or  | 
for  over  thirty  years.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Bates- 
I ville,  and  ran  a tannery  for  some  two  years.  In 
1868  he  built  the  tannery  he  now  owns  and  ran 
this  until  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  en- 
gased  in  the  nurserv  business.  He  has  a crood 
fruit  orchard  of  pears,  peaches,  apples  and  small 
fruits.  He  has  planted  all  the  trees  and  carried 
on  the  business  quite  successfully  ever  since.  He 
owns  forty  acres  of  land  on  which  his  orchard  is  ' 
located,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  fruit  growers  j 
of  the  county.  He  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss 
Susan  F.  Wright,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  ^ 
deceased.  Mr.  Suit’s  second  marriage  was  to 
Miss  Melissa  J.  Qualls,  in  1861,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  Etta,  wife  of  Henry  , 
Richards,  of  Spencer  County,  Ind. ; Walter,  and  | 
Florence,  wife  of  George  Wade,  and  the  mother  j 
of  one  child.  Mr.  Suit’s  third  marriage  was 
with  Mrs.  Margaret  Herrin,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, whose  parents  came  to  Arkansas,  in  184b. 
Mrs.  Suit  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Ephraim  Drake  Swain  owns  a fine  farm  of  840 
acres,  in  Washington  Township.  Independence 
County,  situated  about  one  and  a quarter  miles 
east  of  Victor  postotlice.  He  was  born  October  2. 
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1828,  in  what  is  now  Yadkin  County,  N.  C. , and 
his  parents  w'ere  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (McGuire) 
Swain.  Michael  Swain  was  also  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  was  born  in  1809;  he  died  in  the 
house  in  which  he  was  born,  and  which  was  always 
his  home,  January  8,  1886.  He  was  a farmer,  of 
Engli.sh  descent,  and  for  about  forty  years  previ- 
ous to  his  death  was  afflicted  with  blindness.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  w^as  born  in  North  Carolina 
in  1811,  and  died  in  her  native  State  in  May,  1882. 
Ephraim  D.  was  the  third  in  a family  of  twelve 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  He  lived  with  his 
parents  until  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  subscription  and  free 
schools  of  the  State  in  which  he  was  born.  In 
1854  he  married  Miss  Lucinda  Chappel.  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  who  was  born  in  1830.  Of  the 
nine  children  who  have  been  born  to  them  five  sur- 
vive, viz.:  Sarah,  Pleasant  M. , James  M. , Rosa 
and  Buck.  Mr.  Swain  emigrated  from  North  Car- 
olina in  1871,  and  settled  in  Independence  County, 
Ark. , where  he  has  since  resided  and  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  farming.  He  has 
300  acres  of  his  large  farm  under  cultivation,  and 
is  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  most  enterprising  farm- 
ers of  the  township.  His  first  presidential  vote 
he  cast  for  Pierce,  and  he  still  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  though  not  an  active  politician.  Mrs. 
Swain  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  also  Michael  Swain,  w’hose  life  was  spent  in 
his  native  State  of  North  Carolina. 

John  Thomas  Tarpley,  merchant  and  farmer, 
Elmo,  Ark.  This  name  is  not  unfamiliar  to  those 
in  the  vicinity  of  Elmo,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the 
county,  for  he  who  bears  it  is  numbered  among  the 
highly-respected  citizens  of  this  community.  Born 
on  the  16th  of  October,  1857,  he  is  the  son  of  John 
Wesley  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Phillips)  Tarpley, 
who  were  originally  from  Alabama.  The  parents 
came  to  Arkansas  in  March,  1870,  located  in  Inde- 
pendence County  on  what  is  knowm  as  the  Baily 
farm,  where  the  father  died  on  the  June  followiner, 
after  an  illness  of  three  years.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children:  Edward  Everett,  born  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1855,  residing  in  Independence 


County;  John  Thomas,  Dora  Ann,  married  M.  J. 
Harris;  Eugene,  lives  in  Texas;  Lucella,  married 
F.  IM.  Copps;  Belle  P. , lives  in  Boone  County; 
Murillah,  married  Mr.  William  L.  McMullen,  and 
lives  in  Christian  Township,  and  Finis  Wesley, 
now  attending  school.  John  Thomas  Tarpley  com- 
menced business  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  first  as  a farm  hand,  and  in  1881  he 
rented  land.  In  1885  he  made  his  first  purchase 
of  land,  twenty  acres,  all  under  cultivation,  and  in 
1888  he  bought  twenty  acres  more  adjoining  his 
first  purchase,  this  being  also  under  cultivation. 
In  1885  he  also  purchased  120  acres  in  Jackson 
County,  all  of  which  was  covered  with  heavy  tim- 
ber. which  Mr.  Tarpley  has  cleared  and  has  about 
thirty  acres  under  fence.  On  the  2<>thof  January. 
1889,  he  purchased  a stock  of  drugs  and  groceries. 

1 which  he  opened  up  in  Elmo,  and  is  now  carrying 
i on  in  a very  successful  manner.  He  contemplates 
I putting  in  a good  line  of  dry  goods  in  the  near 
j future,  and  will  have  one  of  the  best  stores  in  the 
township.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  closely 
associated  with  the  Rej)ublican  party,  as  was  his 
father  before  him.  His  grandparents  on  both  sides 
were  old-line  Whigs  in  their  political  views.  Mr. 
Tarpley  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, McGuire  Lodge  No.  208,  and  Oil  Trough 
Chapter  No.  84.  He  is  active  in  all  enterprises, 
whether  religious,  social  or  educational,  and  con- 
tributes liberally  of  his  means  to  each  and  all. 

Hon.  J.  S.  Trimble.  A worthy  history  of  In- 
dependence County,  Ark.,  could  not  be  given  with- 
out mentioning  the  name  of  Mr.  Trimble,  who  for 
over  three- score -years  and  ten,  has  been  a promi- 
nent resident  of  the  county.  During  his  long  term 
of  years  here,  his  good  name  has  remained  un- 
tarnished, and  he  has  well  and  faithfully  jhu 
formed  every  duty,  both  public  and  private,  that 
has  fallen  to  his  lot.  He  is  a native  of  the  Blue 
Gra.ss  State  (Kentucky),  his  birth  having  occurred 
at  Smithland,  in  Livingston  County,  March  'J'', 
1815.  His  father's  name  was  James  Trimble;  lie 
was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  in  17it.  His 
mother’s  mtiiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Stewart: 
she  was  born  in  Culpejier  Covmty,  \a. . in  li''-l- 


K if i0jp  oiUlmt  ^ 


(*itn»>i^‘?%,«i  UJ’WJHaiw'i  «W  'n«i..  iw.  w.  ,,,,  "■■’■■” 


iiiHii.Ji  boji  ItiaifcilM  B»«w,  ftid 


9> 


\ i£  L-«iiif»m  ii."*A  <iv»U 
U.iitMK.  .*lf-"»-l  >rty-.T..*l  ^V.-n 

.,■>»*.  > ..ni«»ff  lii  “Wil  ‘5  <y^  ''j  - .,  tj..  ^ 

aiuHiliiNf/  tW  U,mMa  ,il#J.Un<il4  ' ^rfl  ul  trr«i  ba« 

V.J.7/  »|.,1  UrJi  .qic'ar^M/V  ftnlhehil'J  ni  ^ bb#'  -J** 

-u*c>B  r.Jfns-1  «iiinodf  m,Km-  Von  ' H.v  *.  ^aw  >M  M^f  M ,o««^f  ftW 


fn^tL' 

-<  lC'«?.’t  ‘t  > -M*  ‘rft  tn  llnHigiii  r','1  5i*'i)>l*tijd 

oj  l>!?rl  .Ti’:,,;i  .bJl.!(  ^(t^|:li  -a  )^V^i)  RW?  ^ffO 

<.,  ,(ti'.'i»|(i,^  »*iii  'ibiuii  1>(i  (ijtf/-  b'rtfi'ut 

iV  liiin  ,9n-*A/(‘))n‘'  lol'OfI  ! 1 Jr  .<>!'« -J’d 

„nTu.*iH,r,  IV.UV  o-i‘‘  "wli  ,0^6fb'Uiq 


•Jt 


w'  POi-Jrt  “'  I 


kv  .Vdirwt'x  ,«!AW  4t  .$8Sr  X’BUflJjt  , 

iu^xbt  i'»?  -fci'B  .JfinOiSsb 

rfhok  ni  jdt^^  e»w  Jy^cfiJH  wo  lo  ^ 

4'^'irfr  VnVl’  fyjjb  boB  t8taf  ■ ^ 

, i^y^>J^.vj  U yl'i^  *s,  ttr  bVjts  j HSff  .a  I i*ii«tj5^  '■ 
eU|.iI*Mbv7if  f<E,  .§oiTii  ytfl«<odw1o  ,noibbiio^| 


* i 

«■£  « J 


iil 

■■■r 


• »ifjit'V  ■ '»*tti  rl'^jy  iiaiAiV' I'j  ?'.v/  l{’>j(i‘V»  Id  tJjv’  V'^SOO'J 
!iJ'’t(e  irid  hOH  F'^»lJv'.'*f''  • 'ifj'u.X  j|Hdy/ 

'•  ij»ij;ijd*  afruU 

fiiv  *T^  ba»s  1( 


-ai  e’lB'djj  trK>ky;l^wf  Jj3»4«  flitu) 

hct^  fihoiUBOdU- wd  ;^flWi?oV; 

L . 7^,v,  uTiiafy  ttl  .iitc»rf>aft'V ' 'i^rd# ■ *»l«*8'OiU  lb.  rI<jo^>  ’ 

t-di  0 ■^<‘«?>Ji^t'th5il}  . boi«M0.  .erf 

J>.  V4  i‘  ^ wr«^ VbV  ,8J3(foT»D  lo 


rrrr, .....  riv... ,.,  1*^::^  !£ltTS 


.tonofloj  in5«.^o.aa,X7s:^V  m ,dmMB 

laan  oai  ■ ai  .KhiH.^  vifc*  V.  4«il  . « .«i  fr?<J3l  , 

Oif:  m W'i.r.i.:  .WjdViiJ  Jn  ..oo'.o'/d^  &w 

rl-^mh  a.  nf  RoViOuf-KT  {A^ltUo<l  4d,<*l  ' .aaar«>t;a  bfla  „itA 


! 


I r 


■'"'Jr. 


i' 

v.-b'’#  ■ 


.no.  ; jj:  .bun.biJonF-  k,  .edoi^Uox  wdiadv. 


:ifi  bon  d0J»d.oi  feiuow  4-- ««  ino.^a  4il  •^Uvy-.tf^wd  tedrio^K  obIjj  «w  .? 


mI  lu  ■M\i.V'id  '7V'‘K>vr  ^ .el4ibriXV^y»^'  ' 

•dkw  i'.*5!S;  0.7  .Jt'ti ’blay'i  . > ioopp  j ,30fii*tft? 

bo2  o.»v  ,«4Mm?tT  .Tb'“io  -toaij 'odi  b.JO' . efeoii  o*'  jfc'rU<a#»iw.  wa  •»  ww^  «*« ^ •*'^.“>..*11 ', 

-iiao-r.i  K ,iwJ  hae  -Tnki^^h^-mpir  ««♦ ci  ■»«  Id  , > 

,)a-..'a  -^a'd  r>id  ^uitiKI  .vattbbo»Jli'i&ira9fer«B"t.?tt9n  fj  «dt  ^0O«i»  i*W44M«*«.S5!. 

«fid  BIU30  b6.,^  ;:|(1  ,634  !o  ‘ 03.^  ^#i9M^,«j£yo«fr9si3io^  , 

-.q  blnidibl  bun  lh'T  bbiI. '^a  bofv  ..t^&ili4o-i#i.i  ad^vb  >o  m'V^ fd  «d  d 


ii.dj  ‘•'.riVf'T  b£U5  ,oI[djiq  ,vbjb  bs.d^^o! 

<>ni3  -jiiit  jy  si  w4!o4ja4^^  4*^  ‘ 


,^Vq3sT  d-todas 4^4  bun  ■ 

ajiMinq  edT  .BMriWfdiA  Kioai 


>nia. -jiil  Jo '4vn«a  jj.  ai  bu  -ijoi  8iQ!oa,u3.u««!w**i  a ,,  • j 

■ mu,..,.,  xi^n  ini<f  »i.i  .(rirmnuH)  ,.)»««»»»■  .»!«r,iHM&Mi  .nm^,frnM  al  »»ma*A  9I 
'«■  ;t-A,,.l<  ■ ../muuo  uolssatvicl  u'A,.ttu,W»l/u8ita  (US  «f»,  »«a«r«ia  «i  tadT,  no 


•jJshttbtinT  ?ifiital'  -ui'^  .4ujyas  6 T" ,v  . _J<<5  ,-  ■ ■■  •'.,  .-i:;^! 

-fii  i7'fi  iii  ’ .bT  r/ikioj:  ■»  mod  siow  ylltuai  -ti'-wk  ^ /f  ’®*.f  J 

ajodos.-ia  eiiVr  a wtUoCB  (nir  m 

oi  .-oV  dibcf  abvr  arie  ao>4»jb<»q  oi  .4?^  , tt»B3da'l 

,J^V  . -'4  - . ■■■■'':•■■;;  ;,i;fiJ  ."S.™. 

r-  I^-dES 


life-  'I’l 


INDEPENDENCE  COUNTY. 


71U 


After  their  marriage  his  father  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky, in  quite  an  early  day,  wliere  i\Ir.  Trimble 
was  born,  as  above  stated.  In  1817,  his  parents 
moved  to  what  was  then  a portion  of  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, but  which  is  now  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
here  J.  S.  Trimble  grew  up  to  manhood,  his  early 
education  being  received  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  country  and  at  Batesville.  Immediately  af- 
ter completing  his  school  days,  he  commenced  to 
apply  himself  closely  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
in  1850,  he  was  elected  from  Independence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  as  a member  of  the  lower  house  of  the 
State  legislature.  He  was  always  a Jeffersonian, 
and  a Jackson  Democrat  of  the  strictest  sect;  he 
believed  in  the  strict  construction  of  organic  law, 
both  State  and  National;  he  also  believed  that  it  was 
by  strict  construction,  alone,  that  the  rights  of  the 
minority  were  to  be  protected  in  the  government; 
and,  if  the  declaratory  and  restrictive  clauses  of 
the  constitution  be  removed,  the  rights  of  the  few 
could  not  be  maintained  or  protected.  His  great 
speech  in  the  house  of  representatives.  December 
24,  1850,  and  the  introduction  of  the  joint  reso- 
lutions on  F ederal  relations,  which  were  published 
in  the  Arkansas  Banner  at  the  time,  places 
him  at  once  in  the  front  rank  as  a sound  and  able 
debater.  In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  senate 
of  the  same  body,  and  served  by  re-election  until 
1864.  At  this  date,  he  was  again  chosen  to  the 
same  position,  by  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States,  by  virtue  of  a bill  passed  for 
that  purpose,  but,  owing  to  the  unsettled  condi- 
tion of  affairs  at  that  time,  this  legislature  was 
disorganized  after  the  first  year  of  its  existence. 
Thus,  Hon.  J.  S.  Trimble  has  served  his  county 
nine  years  in  the  State  senate,  and  four  years  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  making  thirteen 
years’  service,  as  a faithful  legislator,  and  in  both 
of  these  capacities  he  has  discharged  his  duties 
with  ability,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  This  was  during  the  most  turbulent 
times  of  our  American  history.  He  has  always 
I believed  in  the  State  rights  doctrine,  and  when 


and,  although  exempt  from  military  du^y 
(by  virtue  of  his  being  a member  of  the  senate 
of  Arkansas  during  the  entire  war),  yet  he  was 
too  strong  a Southern  sympathizer  not  to  partic- 
ipate in  the  great  war  between  the  States,  which 
he  considered  just,  and  for  some  time  served  in  the 
Confederate  mail  service,  in  the  State  of  Texas. 
After  the  war,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Inde- 
pendence County,  on  only  a few  days’  notice,  to 
fill  out  an  unexpired  term  of  R.  Lee,  deceased,  and, 
although  there  were  three  worthy  candidates  in 
the  field,  who  had  for  some  time  been  canvassing 
the  county,  he  was  elected  b}-  a very  large  major- 
ity. He  gave  bond  for  §40,000,  served  the  peo- 
ple faithfully,  quit  the  office  with  clean  hands, 
but  declined  re-election.  Mr.  Trimble  has  al- 
ways kept  up  with  the  times  in  reading,  has  shown 
himself  to  be  a man  of  strong  native  intellect, 
sound  judgment,  sterling  principles,  well  posted 
in  governmental  affairs,  and  is  perhaps  as  highly 
esteemed  and  respected  as  any  man  in  the  county. 
In  1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  P.  Ham- 
ilton, of  Conway  County,  Ark.,  and  by  her  he  be- 
came the  father  of  one  child,  a daughter  named 
Elvira,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Wright,  of 
Sulphur  Rock,  Ark.  Mr.  Trimble  lived  in  Green- 
briar  Townshij),  Independence  County,  for  about 
seventy-two  years,  and  on  New  Year’s  eve,  1886, 
moved  into  his  new  buildings  in  Sulphur  Rock, 
to  be  near  his  only  child  and  grandchildren  dur 
ing  his  declining  years.  He  is  of  old  Virginia 
stock,  his  father,  James  Trimble,  having  been  born 
in  that  State,  in  1774.  His  mother  was  also  a 
Virginian,  born  in  Culpeper  County,  and  after  their 
marriage  moved  to  Kentucky,  in  quite  an  early 
day,  where  they  reared  the  most  of  their  family, 
ten  children  in  all,  three  only  of  whom  survive. 
The  father  was  a surveyor  by  occupation.  Immi- 
grating to  Arkansas  in  1817,  he  used  to  get  contracts 
of  surveying,  and  return  his  work  to  St.  Louis. 
Mo.,  before  there  was  any  land  office  established 
in  the  State.  Shortly  after  his  removal  to  Sulphur 
I Rock,  IMr.  T.  assisted  in  having  the  town  incorpo- 


I South  Carolina  withdrew  from  the  X niou,  he  was  ! rated,  and  became  first  mayor,  but  declined  a re- 

i a warm  advocate  of  secession,  and  was  a strong  election.  In  his  younger  days,  he  was  active  in 

j friend  of  the  South  during  its  entire  struggle;  the  cause  of  education  and  temperance,  and  has 
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never  lost  interest  in  either  cause.  He  is  a rapid 
and  impressive  speaker,  and  as  a legislator  has 
few  equals,  being  always  in  his  seat  when  the 
senate  was  in  session,  and  his  place  was  never  va- 
cant at  the  meetings  of  the  committees  with  which 
he  ' was  connected.  Mr.  Trimble  was  always 
prompt,  industrious,  efficient  and  conscientious. 
With  his  superior  business  qualifications,  clear 
head,  and  excellent  practical  common  sense,  he 
was  much  respected  by  his  associates,  and  soon  be- 
came one  of  the  most  honored  and  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  senate.  His  social  and  domestic  at- 
tachments are  very  strong.  His  friendship  is  sin- 
cere and  true;  his  grasp  of  the  hand  warm  and  cor- 
dial. Of  him  it  might  be  said; 

“His  life  is  gentle,  and  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  liim,  that  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  this  is  a man.’’ 

H.AV.  Vaughan,  M.  D.,  deserves  honorable  men- 
tion, as  one  of  the  successful  practicing  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Sulphur  Rock,  Ark.  He  was  born 
in  North  Carolina,  July  lt3,  1828,  and  was  reared 
in  Fayette  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  also  received 
his  literary  education,  and,  in  1849,  began  his 
study  of  medical  lore  under  an  instructor,  entering 
in  1850  the  Louisville  Medical  College,  where  he 
took  a regular  coiu’se  of  lectures.  He  came  to  Ar- 
kansas soon  after,  and.  in  1850,  located  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  where  he  was  for  years  the  only 
college  practitioner,  and  enjoyed  a lucrative  and 
extensive  practice,  his  patients  being  among  the 
best  class  of  citizens  in  the  county  and  in  North- 
east Arkansas.  Sulphur  Rock  was  a very  small 
place,  indeed,  at  the  time  of  his  location,  and  con- 
sisted of  one  store  and  a postoffice.  The  Doctor 
has  been  married  twice — the  first  time  to  Miss 
Maria  L.  Tirmey,  a native  of  Iride])endence  Coun- 
ty, and  of  this  union  four  children  w'ere  born:  Ella 
Y. , Solon,  Phoebe  M.  and  Clarence  P.  Mrs. 
Vaughan,  after  having  performed  well  and  faithful- 
ly the  duties  of  a wife  and  mother,  was  called  to 
her  final  home  on  the  1 4th  of  August,  1878.  The 
Doctor  is  a son  of  S.  F.  and  Phoebe  Vaughan,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a Virginian,  who  subsecjuent- 
ly  became  a citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and  after- 
ward of  Tennessee.  He  died  in  the  State  of  Mis- 


j sissippi,  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  tifty-eight  years. 
Dr.  Vaughan  is  a Master  Mason,  and  in  his  political 
views  is  a Democrat.  His  wife  belongs  to  the 
! Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Joseph  J.  Waldrip  of  Big  Bottom  Township, 
Independence  County,  was  born  in  Lauolerdale 
County,  Ala.,  November  4,  1889.  He  is  a son  of 
Thomas  W.  and  Serena  Waldrip.  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Maury  and  Giles  Counties,  Tenii.  The 
1 father  of  Thomas  W.  Waldrip  was  James  Waldrip, 

. a native  of  South  Carolina,  of  Irish  descent,  his 
ancestors  having  emigrated  to  this  countrv  about 
1690.  Several  of  them  served  in  the  War  for  Inde- 
pendence, and  James  Waldrip  took  part  in  the 
i War  of  1812,  participating  in  the  battle  of  New 
' Orleans.  He  died  in  Lafayette  County,  Miss.,  at  an 
i advanced  age,  having  been  a life-long  farmer. 

I Thomas  W.  was  born  August  14.  1805,  and  died 
in  the  fall  of  1875,  in  Panola  County,  Miss. 
When  young,  he  moved,  with  his  parents,  to  Lau- 
I derdale  County,  .\la..  where  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm;  he  educated  himself  after  he  was  grown,  and 
engaged  in  teaching,  but  abandoned  that  profes- 
! sion  for  farming,  in  which  he  was  most  successful. 
February  8,  1881,  he  married  Serena  German, 
w'ho  was  born  May  13,  1814,  and  was  a daughter 
; of  Joseph  German,  an  early  settler  of  Tennessee. 

who  was  born  January  18.  1784,  and  died  in  Mon- 
I roe  County,  Miss.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  anentensive  farmer,  who  moved  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Lauderdale  County,  Ala. , and  thence  to 
I Monroe  County.  Miss.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
Thomas  W.  and  Serena  Waldrip,  but  four  of  whom 
i are  now  living,  viz. : Joseph  J. , Thomas  IV.,  a farmer 
of  Independence  County;  Amanda  Louisa  Aldridge, 
wife  of  John  W.  Aldridge,  also  a farmer  of  Inde- 
pendence County,  and  Komelia  Catherine,  wife  of 
W.  M.  Keating  of  Independence  County.  Those 
deceased  are  Eliza  J.  Kieder,  M'illiam  P.  Waldri]>. 
Fannie  E.  Aldridge,  Rachel  E.  Carpent(w.  James 
M.  Wahh'ip,  and  Mary  A.  Bivens.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  church  work.  They 
settled  in  Panola  County.  Miss.,  in  1856.  where 
they  made  their  home  the  remainder  of  tlu'ir  lives. 
Thomas  W.  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics  and 
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! served  several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace;  his 
! wife  died  in  Panola  County,  Miss.,  in  18S5. 
i Joseph  J.  Waldrip  received  a common  school  edu- 
! cation,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  left  his  home 
I for  Northern  Alabama,  where  for  a short  time  he 
j worked  and  went  to  school;  he  then  returned  to  his 
home  and  assumed  control  of  his  father's  farm 
until  1861.  March  28,  of  the  latter  year,  he  was 
mustered  in  Pettis’  artillery,  which  was  afterward 
known  as  the  Hudson  Battery,  and  was  the  lirst 
battery  organized  to  leave  the  State.  Although 
repeatedly  tendered  an  office,  Mr.  Waldrip  refused 
[ to  accept  a more  responsible  one  than  that  of 
I sergeant.  He  served  faithfully  until  the  sur- 
i render  of  his  company,  June  13,  1865,  and  took 
! part  in  many  of  the  principal  battles  of  the  war, 

I among  them  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Port  Gibson,  Siege 
of  "^^icksburg  and  others.  At  Shiloh  he  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  left  side  by  a bursting  i 
shell,  at  Port  Gibson  received  a flesh  wound,  and 
at  Vicksburg  was  wounded  in  the  right  side.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  , to  Mississippi 
and  worked  on  a farm  imtil  1868,  when  he  went 
to  Arkansas  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  1870.  He  then  turned  his  attention 
exclusively  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  now  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  agi’icul- 
turists  of  Independence  County.  December  28, 
1869,  he  married  Elizabeth  Magness,  daughter  of 
Col.  Morgan  Magness.  She  was  born  in  Inde- 
pendence County.  September  22,  1852.  They  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  viz.;  Thomas  M., 
William  J. , Joseph  R.  and  Mirtle  (deceased). 
Mr.  Waldrip  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  since  1866;  he  is  a member  of  the 
Council,  and  has  frequently  represented  his  lodge 
in  the  Grand  Lodge,  both  in  Mississippi  and  Ar- 
kansas. He  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  in  1874 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  two  years. 

Dr.  M.  C.  eaver,  of  Independence  County, 
now  engaged  in  merchandising,  is  the  youngest  of 
seven  sons  and  one  daughter  born  to  Abram  and 
Mary  ( Burton  ) Weaver,  and  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  year  1855.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  respectively. 


who  settled  in  Chester  Valley,  Pa.,  after  their 
marriage,  and  in  1859  moved  to  Batesville,  Ark. , 
where  Mrs.  Weaver  died  in  1867,  and  the  father 
at  Pocahontas,  in  1882.  The  elder  Weaver  was  a 
lawyer  and  real  estate  dealer  in  Memphis,  Tenn. , 
at  one  time,  who  afterwards  practiced  his  profes- 
sion in  Pocahontas.  He  was  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a leading  man  of  Northeast  Ar- 
kansas. His  wife  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  P.  P.  Burton,  a 
prominent  physician  of  Virginia,  who  moved  to 
Batesville  in  1841,  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
building  up  of  that  town.  In  1847  or  1848  he 
removed  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  for  twenty-flve  years,  and  died  in  that 
city  in  1875.  Dr.  M.  C.  Weaver  was  educated  at 
Batesville  and  St.  John’s  College  at  Little  Rock. 

His  choice  for  a profession  was  medicine,  and  in 
1877  he  graduated  from  the  Louisville  5Iedical 
College,  and  began  practicing  in  Greenbrier  Town- 
ship. The  following  year  he  went  to  Kentucky.  j 

where  he  remained  a short  period,  but  soon  I 
returned  to  Independence  County,  and  engaged  in 
practicing  at  Jamestown  until  1888.  The  Doctor 
about  this  time  had  built  up  a large  practice,  but  : 
his  mercantile  interests  became  so  pressing  that 
he  was  forced  to  abandon  his  chosen  profession,  ! 
althousch  now  he  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
in  that  section.  In  1878  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Theodora,  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Albert  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  State  Mrs.  Weaver  was  1 
born.  The  Rev.  xilbert,  during  his  life,  was  an  ^ 
eloquent  minister,  whose  fame  as  a speaker  had 
rapidly  spread  to  the  surrounding  country  soon  ' 
after  his  arrival.  He  was  the  tirst  Episcopal  min-  | 
ister  to  settle  in  Independence  County  after  the  ■ 

war,  and  was  killed  after  a long  life  of  usefulness  | 

by  a runaway  horse.  Doctor  Weaver  and  his  wife 
have  two  daughters,  and  are  members  of  the  E[)is- 
copal  Church  at  Batesville.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  owing  to  his  large  commercial  inter- 
ests,  has  always  declined  to  accept  office  of  any 
kind.  The  Doctor  has  a splendid  residence  and 
magniflcent  home  in  Jamestown,  situated  on  tip* 
spot  noted  as  being  the  birthplace  of  Congressman 
Samuel  Peele. 
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Calvin  Houston  Webb,  farmer,  stock  raiser  and 
ex-assessor  of  Independence  County,  Ark.  Al- 
though a young  man,  Mr.  Webb  has,  by  his  native 
energy  and  progressive  ideas  put  into  execution, 
won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  that  entitles 
him  to  a place  among  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  this  county, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  18th  of  April,  1855. 
His  parents,  Holland  Revere  and  Lucinda  E. 
(Hogan)  ^Vebb,  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Arkansas,  the  former  bom  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1825,  and  died  on  the  2lst  of  February, 
1876.  The  father  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, received  his  education  in  Weakley  County, 
Tenn.,  and  came  to  Arkansas  at  an  early  day, 
settling  on  a farm  in  the  foothills  of  Black  River 
Swamp.  Here  he  was  surrounded  by  wild  game, 
from  bear  down  to  quail,  and  there  lived  a bachelor 
life  until  he  met  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Hogan  (daughter  of  Hamblin  Hogan,  one  of 
the  very  early  pioneers  of  this  country,  who  is 
spoken  of  in  another  part  of  this  history  ),  and  a 
love  match  was  the  result.  They  were  married  on 
the  8th  day  of  June,  1854,  Squire  Thomas  Lloyd 
officiating.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Webb  was  the  possessor  of  160  acres  of  land, 
twenty  under  cultivation,  and  a rude  log  hut. 
Many  were  the  interesting  stories  of  pioneer  life 
that  they  were  able  to  tell  their  children  in  after 
years.  Once,  when  the  father  was  absent  at  court, 
a bear  came  and  robl>ed  the  bean  patch.  Mrs. 
Webb  was  alone  in  the  house,  which  was  without 
doors,  and  the  nearest  neighbor  quite  a distance 
away.  Mr.  Webb  continued  farming  until  his 
children  were  large  enough  to  need  some  school 
advantages,  and  in  order  to  give  them  the  best,  in 
1866  he  built  a school -house  on  his  farm,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  own  and  the  neighbors’  children,  and 
this  was  attended  by  young  and  old  for  about  two 
years,  doing  a great  amount  of  good.  Mr.  Webb 
was  an  active  and  influential  Democrat,  and  was  a 
member  of  Bayou  Dota  Lodge,  A.  F.  A A.  M. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  600  acres  of 
land,  w'ith  100  under  cultivation,  and  all  the  im- 
provements good.  Though  he  never  held  member- 
ship in  any  cbureli,  he  was  a man  of  perfect  morals 


and  strict  integrity,  and  contributed  liberally  to  all 
public  enterprises  for  the  pulilic  good.  His  excel- 
lent wife  survives  him,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  She  owns  and 
controls  160  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  which 
makes  her  a bountiful  living.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband  she  has  never  married. 
To  Holland  and  Lucinda  W’ebb  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children;  C.  H.  (subject),  Sarah  T. , born 
on  the  5th  of  November,  1856,  and  the  wife  of 
Joseph  McDaniel,  died  in  spring  of  1884,  a farmer 
of  Black  River  Township;  Fredonia  A.,  born  on 
the  10th  of  February,  1858,  and  the  wife  of  Henry 
McDaniel,  also  one  of  the  farmers  of  the  county, 
and  Lucinda  Holland,  born  on  the  16th  of  July, 
1876,  and  now  living  with  her  mother.  C.  H. 
W^ebb  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  attended  several  months  in  his  father’s  school. 
By  this  means  the  childi-en  all  received  a fair  edu- 
cation. C.  H.  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  by  raising  a crop  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  received  half  of  the  same.  On  the  21st  of 
May,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Killingsworth,  daughter  of  E.  R.  and 
Sarah  A.  (Martin)  Killingsworth,  and  a native  of 
Arkansas.  Her  father  was  one  among  the  first 
brick  masons  of  Batesville.  Mr.  Killingsworth 
was  a large  contractor  and  builder,  and  in  tbe 
50’s  was  engaged  in  erecting  brick  buildings  in 
that  city;  later  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  Mrs.  Killingsworth  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Martin,  and  a sister  of 
Senator  George  Martin  [see  sketch].  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Webb  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  for 
two  years,  and  at„the  latter’s  death  he  sold  his 
portion  of  the  same,  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  lives.  This  farm  consists  of 
eighty  acres,  with  hfty  under  cultivation,  twenty 
of  which  he  has  cleared  himself.  On  this  farm  be 
has  erected  one  of  the  finest  farm-houses  in  Black 
River  Township.  He  has  a good  orchard  of  five 
acres,  a nice  vineyard,  and  has  perhaps  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  county.  In  addition  to  lii-' 
home  place,  he  has  bought  200  acres  joining  it, 
and  has  ninety  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has 
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three  tenement  houses  on  it,  and  gives  homes  and 
employment  for  three  families.  Mr.  AVebb  believes 
in  thorough  farming,  and  so  in  addition  to  his 
crops  of  corn  and  cotton,  he  raises  all  kinds  of 
gi'ain.  He  depends  entirely  for  his  support  on  the 
products  of  his  farm.  He  was  reared  a Democrat, 
and  voted  with  that  party  until  the  Wheel  was 
organized  in  his  county.  He  was  solicited  as  a 
charter  member  June  27,  1884,  for  AVheel  No. 
383,  and  since  that  time  has  thoroughly  identified 
himself  with  that  order,  and  in  1886  was  nominated 
by  the  farmers  for  assessor,  and  elected.  He  has 
served  in  that  capacity  with  credit  to  himself  and 
his  constituents.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Sulphur  Eock  Lodge  No.  1189,  K.  & L.  of 
H. , and  is  one  of  those  liberal,  free-hearted  men 
upon  whom  depends,  to  a great  extent,  the  future 
progress  of  his  country.  His  future  prospects 
look  bright. 

R.  D.  Williams.  The  merchants  of  Batesville 
have  the  reputation  of  being  among  the  most  en- 
terprising in  Arkansas,  and  Mr.  AVilliams  stands 
in  the  foremost  ranks  of  commercial  life  at  that 
point.  He  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Tenn. , on 
October  28,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  AVilliam  R.  and 
Evaline  (Moody)  Williams,  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, respectively.  The  parents  were  married  in 
the  latter  State  and  moved  to  Arkansas  about  the 
year  1839,  locating  in  Independence  County.  They 
remained  here  two  years  and  then  removed  to 
Lawrence  County,  now  Sharp  County,  and  located 
near  the  county  seat.  Evening  Shade.  They  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  that  section,  where  the 
father’s  occupation  was  farming,  and  where  they 
resided  until  the  time  of  their  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  three  only  ^ 
are  living  at  present:  Richard  D.,  Cordelia,  wife 
of  M.  G.  Wainright,  and  Nancy  J.,  wife  of  W.  T. 
Cunningham.  Richard  was  only  three  years  old  | 
when  he  came  to  Lawrence  County  with  his  par- 
ents, and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  place.  Some  idea  of  the  schools  of  that  period 
may  be  obtained  from  the  one  he  attended,  which  ^ 
was  merely  a log  calkin,  ami  had  nothing  but  the 
bare  earth  to  serve  as  a floor.  He  remained  on 


the  farm  until  he  reached  maturity,  and  then  oc- 
cupied a responsible  position  with  a business  house 
at  Evening  Shade,  in  which  he  was  emj)loyed  for 
two  years.  In  1858  he  became  a merchant  him.-elf, 
and  carried  on  a profitable  business  until  the  war 
commenced,  when  he  left  it  in  charge  of  a friend 
and  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Fourteenth  Arkansas 
Regiment.  He  was  taken  violently  ill  shortly  after 
joining  the  army  and  returned  home,  but  after  re- 
covering: he  agjain  enlisted,  becoming:  a member  of 
Wade’s  Company,  and  served  a short  time  in 
Price's  raids  through  Missouri.  He  was  captured 
near  his  home  soon  after  this  raid,  but  after  two 
weeks’  confinement  was  paroled,  and  after  the  sur- 
render returned  home  and  took  charge  of  his  busi- 
ness at  Evening  Shade,  continuing  there  until  the 
fall  of  1887,  when  he  moved  to  Batesville  and 
opened  up  a large  and  well-stocked  store.  He 
still  retains  his  interest  in  the  business  at  Evening 
Shade,  however,  the  firm  there  being  AVilliams, 
Price  A Co.,  while  that  one  at  Batesville  is  known 
as  R.  D.  AVilliams  A Co.  He  owns  about  1,200 
acres  of  land  in  Sharp  County,  and  has  about  500 
acres  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Williams  is  a true 
representative  of  the  wide-awake,  active  and  en- 
terprising business  man,  and  his  ability  has  made 
him  one  of  the  most  successful  men  in  commercial 
circles  in  Batesville.  He  was  married  in  1867  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Shaver,  by  whom  he  has  one  child 
living — Clara.  He  lost  this  wife,  and  was  again 
mairied  in  1882,  his  second  wife  being  Airs.  Alat- 
tie  AA^asson,  widow  of  AA'.  G.  AA’asson.  Air.  AA'il- 
liams  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity  and 
the  Knights  of  Honor,  and,  with  his  wife,  attends 
the  Alethodist  Epi.scopal  Church. 

James  Alfred  AA’illiamsou,  AI.  D. , a prominent 
physician  of  Elmo,  whose  name  is  familiar  in  many 
homes  throughout  Independence  County,  is  a sou  of 
Alfred  and  Caroline  A'irginia  (Sanders)  AA'illiamsou, 
the  former  a native  of  Alaine,  and  the  latter  of 
Kentucky.  The  parents  were  married  near  what  is 
now  Saloma,  Taylor  County,  Ky.,  where  James 
Alfred  was  born,  on  the  2dth  of  Alarch,  bS57. 
The  parents  moved  from  Kentucky  the  same  year, 
and  settled  in  Arkansas,  at  a point  near  Batesville, 
where  the  father  commenced  [iracticing  his  pro- 
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fessioa  in  addition  to  cultivating  a farm.  The  Doc- 
tor was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Independence  County.  After  grad- 
uating from  these  schools  he  took  a course  in  liter- 
ature  at  the  Batesville  High  School,  and  in  1880 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  his  father. 
He  received  his  hrst  course  of  lectures  at  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1SS2 
and  1883,  and  afterward  located  at  Elmo,  Ark., 
where  he  practiced  until  the  fall  of  1884,  when  he 
matriculated  at  Vanderbilt  University,  and  gradu- 
ated that  term,  also  graduating  from  the  medical 
college  at  Nashville,  Tenn. , in  1885.  Dr.  William- 
son was  married  to  Miss  Henry  Clay  Tunstall,  of 
Arkansas,  a daughter  of  Clay  and  Nancy  (Arnold) 
Tunstall,  both  natives  of  Tennessee,  but  among 
the  earlier  settlers  of  the  former  State,  and  Clay 
Tunstall’ 8 name  is  associated  with  much  of  Inde- 
pendence County’s  early  development.  To  the  i 
Doctor’s  marriage  were  born  three  children:  Jessie, 
Basil  and  Imogene,  and  they  contribute  to  make 
this  one  of  the  brightest  and  happiest  homes  in 
Northern  Arkansas.  The  Doctor  has  built  up  a 
large  practice  in  this  section,  and  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence of  everyone  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
He  is  a general  practitioner,  and  skillful  in  his  pro- 
fession, having  made  it  the  study  of  his  existence. 

In  the  winter  .season,  when  pneumonia,  bronchitis, 
croup  and  kindred  diseases  are  prevalent,  he  has 
his  hands  full,  and  in  the  summer  months,  when 
malarial  affections  are  lurking  everywhere,  he  is 
one  of  the  busiest  men  in  that  county.  In  politics 
the  Doctor  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he, 
with  his  wife,  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Dr.  Williamson  is  a member  of  McGuire 
Lodge  No.  208,  Oil  Trough,  Independence  County, 
and  filled  the  chair  of  Senior  Warden  at  one  time, 
but  is  now  the  Senior  Deacon.  He  also  belongs 
to  Oil  Trough  Chapter  No.  84,  at  Oil  Trough,  and 
holds  the  position  of  Captain  of  the  Host. 

W.  G.  Wilson  is  the  mayor  of  Sulphur  Kock, 
Ark.,  and  is  the  [)roprietor  at  that  place  of  one  of 
the  best  livery  stables  in  the  county.  He  is  a native- 
born  resident  of  the  county,  his  birth  occurring  in 
1837,  and  during  his  early  youth  and  manhood  he 
attended  the  subscription  schools,  and  worked  with  1 


his  father  on  the  home  farm.  On  the  26th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  West, 
a native  of  the  “Bay  State,’’  who  came  with  her 
parents  to  Arkansas  when  a child.  Her  death  oc- 
curred on  the  27th  of  January,  1873,  and  she  left 
her  husband  and  three  children  to  mourn  her  loss, 
the  names  of  the  latter  being:  Ed.  M. , Charley  G. 
and  Florence,  who  died  aged  twenty-seven  years, 
the  wife  of  Solon  Burkett,  and  left  two  children. 
Mr.  Wilson  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  R.  F. 
Morgan,  a native  of  Alabama,  and  the  following 
childi-en  have  been  given  them:  Emma,  Myrtie, 
Bertha,  Fay,  and  Julia  A.  Tw’o  children  died 
when  quite  small.  W’hen  the  thunders  of  w'ar  re 
sounded  through  the  land,  Mr.  Wilson  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  army,  in  the  First  Arkansas  Cav- 
alry, and  served  from  July  26,  1862  to  June  5, 
1865,  surrendering  at  the  latter  date.  He  was  in 
Little  Rock,  Helena,  and  various  fights  in  Missouri, 
being  with  Price  on  his  raid  through  the  latter 
State.  After  the  war  he  returned  home  and  re- 
sumed farming,  continuing  until  1885.  when  he 
came  to  Sulphur  Rock  and  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  which  is  one  of  the  most  popular  es- 
tablishments of  the  kind  in  the  county,  and  is  meet- 
ing with  well-deserved  success.  He  has  a fine 
farm,  two  miles  north  of  Sulphur  Rock,  and  is  well 
fixed  in  a worldly  point  of  view.  In  April,  1889, 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  Sulphur  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
also  served  part  of  an  unexpired  term  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  Besides  this,  he  served  one  term  as 
constable  and  four  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  of  the  A.  F.  A M.. 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  Royal  and  Select 
Master  Mason,  and  is  a member  of  the  K.  and  L. 
of  Honor.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a Methodist. 
He  is  one  of  the  substantial  residents  of  the  county, 
and  is  well  known  and  highly  respected  by  all. 
His  parents,  William  ^I.  and  Hannah  (Masters) 
Wilson,  were  liorn  in  Tennessee  and  Missouri,  re- 
spectively. The  father  moved  to  the  mother’s  na- 
tive State  after  reaching  manhood,  and  afterward 
went  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Independence 
County,  where  he  died  in  November,  1864,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  followed  by  his  wife  in 
November,  1868.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to 
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them,  only  two  are  living — our  subject.  W.  G. 
Wilson  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Davidson. 

Samuel  M.  Wyatt,  a genial  and  popular  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  of  Independence  County,  was 
born  in  Davidson  County,  Tenn. , in  1837,  and  is 
a son  of  Isaac  and  Eleanor  (McCutchen)  Wyatt,  of  ' 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  the 
mother  dying  when  Samuel  was  four  years  of  age. 
The  father  moved  to  Gibson  County,  Tenn.,  the 
follow'ing  year  after  her  death,  where  he  resided 
until  1857,  and  then  came  to  Independence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  spending  the  balance  of  his  life  in  that  lo- 
cality. He  was  a prosperous  and  highly -respected 
farmer  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1885,  and  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  His  parents  both 
died  when  he  w'as  still  very  young,  and  he  was 
reared  by  an  uncle  in  Tennessee.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  sincerely  mourned  her  absence,  and 
remained  a widower  all  his  life.  Mrs.  Wyatt's 
parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  they  re  i 
sided  until  their  decease.  The  father,  John  Mc- 
Cutchen, was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  181 ‘2,  and 
fought  under  Gen.  Jackson,  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans.  Samuel  was  the  fourth  child  of  one  son 
and  four  daughters  born  to  his  parents,  and  re- 
ceived a good  common  school  education  in  his 
young  days.  He  moved  to  Arkansas  with  his  fa- 
ther and  sisters,  and  has  made  that  State  his  home 
ever  since.  M’hen  the  war  broke  out  he  cast  his 
lot  with  the  Confederate  army,  and  enlisted  in 
the  First  Arkansas  Mounted  Riflemen,  operating 
through  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Virginia,  Florida,  and,  in 
fact,  all  the  Confederate  States.  He  took  part  in 
almost  all  of  the  principal  battles  during  that  mem- 
orable period,  besides  a great  number  of  skirmishes 
and  minor  engagements,  and  though  the  Confed- 
eracy  had  followers  for  her  cause  whose  names 
are  far  better  known  to  the  world,  she  had  no 
braver  soldier  than  Mr.  Wyatt.  After  his  surren- 
der at  Jacksonport,  in  1865.  he  returned  to  his 
. farm,  and  again  commenced  cultivating  the  soil. 
In  1867  he  was  married,  in  Independence  County, 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Gainer,  a charming  young  widow, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Tobitha  Rodman,  of 


famous  old  Bourbon  County,  Ky.  Two  sons  and 
one  daughter  were  born  to  this  union:  Isaac  R., 
John  and  Mamie.  Immediately  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Wyatt  settled  on  White  River,  and  commenced 
farming  in  that  neighborhood,  residing  there  ever 
since.  He  has  become  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
in  that  section,  and  now  owns  aboirt  1,U()(J  acres  of 
land,  in  different  tracts,  with  about  500  acres  un- 
der cultivation.  He  inherited  a portion  of  his 
land,  but  the  greater  part  has  been  derived  from 
his  own  industry  and  enterprise,  and  outside  of 
being  a. practical  farmer  he  is  a wide-awake  and 
energetic  business  man.  In  polities  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  has  been  a stanch  adherent  to  that  party 
all  his  life.  Mrs.  Wyatt  is  a member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  a devoted  wife  and  mother,  who 
makes  her  home  one  of  the  most  pleasant  in  Inde- 
pendence County. 

William  C.  Wyatt  is  a successful  farmer  and 
stockman  of  Independence  County.  Ark.,  and  is  a 
man  who,  by  his  sterling  characteristics  and  genial 
and  hospitable  disposition,  has  won  a host  of  warm 
friends,  and  the  universal  respect  of  those  whom 
he  meets.  He  is  a son  of  James  and  Martha 
(Davis)  Wyatt,  the  forjuer  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  mother  of  old  Virginia,  and  of  Swiss 
and  Scotch  descent,  respectively.  The  ['alernal 
ancestry  is  traced  back  as  far  as  the  great-graml- 
father,  and  the  grandfather  participated  in  rhe 
Revolutionary  War  and  the  War  of  1812.  in  the 
latter  war  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 
His  death  occuiTed  while  coming  home  from  that 
battle.  In  the  year  1852  James  Wyatt  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  an  occupation  which  he  had  always  fol- 
lowed, on  forty  acres  ,of  land  which  he  had  pur 
chased.  He  cleared  this  of  timber,  and  many  of 
his  early  days  were  spent  in  hunting,  his  trusts 
ritle  bringing  down  many  w’olves,  bear,  panthers, 
deer  and  wild  turkeys.  In  1867  Mr.  M’yatt  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  where  he  had  lived  a nnuil>er 
of  years,  to  dispose  of  his  possessions  there,  ami 
after  receiving  the  money  for  the  sale  of  Ins  land 
he  started  f(.ir  his.  home  in  Arkansas,  l)ut.  after 
crossing  the  Tennessee  River,  ne  disappeared  and 
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has  never  been  heard  from  since.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  been  killed  for  his  money,  and  his  family 
mourn  him  as  dead.  William  C.  Wyatt  was  one 
of  his  eight  children,  and  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth,  this  event  occurring  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1842.  He  came  to  Arkansas  when  ten  years  of 
age,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  educated  in 
this  State.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Eighth  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infan- 
try,United  States  Army,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Stone  River,  Perryville,  being  captured  at 
the  former  battle  on  the  8 1st  of  December,  1862, 
and  w'as  exchanged  on  the  22d  of  March,  1808. 
In  the  same  engagement  in  which  he  was  captured 
he  was  severely  wounded,  having  his  left  arm 
broken,  but  thinks  he  has  now  entirely  recovered. 
After  being  exchanged  at  Petersburg  he  returned 
home  on  furlough,  and  this  ended  his  services  as  a - 
soldier.  On  the  18th  of  January,  1S66,  he  w’as 
married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Dodd,  a native  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  a daughter  of  Abner  H.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Martin)  Dodd,  the  father  born  in  Tennessee  and 
the  mother  in  Kentucky,  the  latter  being  a great- 
granddaughter  of  Col.  Ben  Hardin,  of  Kentucky. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyatt  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowint*"  children:  William  Abner,  who  was  born  on 
the  25th  of  November,  1866;  Andrew  David,  who  | 
was  born  August  11,  1869;  George  Washington,  | 
who  was  born  July  24,  1877,  and  Edna  Inez,  born 
January  14,  1887.  Mr.  M'yatt  made  his  tirst  pur- 
chase of  land  in  1876,  it  consisting  of  forty  acres 
of  timber  land,  and  has  added  to  it  until  he  now 
has  seventy-eight  acres  in  the  home  farm,  the  re- 
mainder being  inherited  by  Mrs.  Wyatt  from  her 
father’s  estate.  About  fifteen  acres  were  under 
cultivation,  and  he  now  has  thirty-five  acres  cleared 
and  improved.  He  has  a good  frame  dwelling 
house  and  substantial  barns,  stables,  etc.  His  en- 


acres,  with  sixty- five  under  cultivation.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Churc’n, 
and  he  is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  is 
a warm  friend  of  progress,  and  a liberal  contributor 
! to  all  w'orthy  enterprises. 

M.  A.  M'ycough,  county  clerk  of  Independence 
County,  and  one  of  its  most  scholarly  men,  w'as 


born  February  3,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  B. 
and  Malinda  H.  (Bandy)  Wycough,  of  Lincoln 
County,  N.  C.  In  1835  the  parents  emigrated  to 
Independence  County,  Ark. , and  located  at  Bates- 
ville,  w'here  their  son  was  born.  The  father  was 
a carpenter,  and  master  of  his  trade,  as  some  of 
the  finest  buildings  in  Batesville.  and  also  some  of 
the  first,  will  testify.  He  held  the  office  of  county 
treasurer  for  five  successive  terms,  and  also  repre- 
rented  Independence  County  in  the  legislature  for 
one  term,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
brilliant  politicians  in  Independence  County  at 
that  period.  His  wortl  carried  considerable  wmight, 
and  his  influence  was  eagerlv  sought  after  bv 
others.  The  Wycough  family  are  of  German  ori- 
gin, and  the  name  has  been  illustrious  for  several 
generations  as  soldiers,  statesmen  and  honorable 
men.  The  grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  his  bravery  was  often  the  theme  of 
conversation  among  his  fellow-comrades,  while 
Samuel  B.  MG'cough,  though  dying  in  1886,  his 
brilliant  career  in  the  political  arena  is  still  remem- 
bered in  Arkansas.  The  mother  died  in  1864. 
leaving  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  liv- 
ing; Marion  A.,  Martin  A.  R.,  Samuel  B. . Henry 
C.  and  William  H.,  the  latter  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister in  Texas.  M.  A.  Wycough  was  reared  and 
educated  at  Batesville.  The  facilities  for  attend- 
ing school  at  that  period  were  very  limited,  conse  ■ 
quently  young  Wycough  did  not  receive  (juite  the 
learning  that  he  wished  for,  but  his  natural  ability 
and  bright  intellect  made  up  for  any  deficiencv. 
At  fifteen  years  of  age  he  occupied  a position  of 
trust  for  several  years,  with  a firm  in  Batesville, 
and  then  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  a 
number  of  years  after  his  marriage.  lu  1861  he 
enlisted  in  Capt.  McG-uffin’s  company,  and  accom- 
panied Gen.  Price  in  his  raids  through  Missouri, 
and  while  on  a scouting  expedition,  he  received  a 
gunshot  wound  in  the  left  foot.  After  the  war 
Mr.  Wycough  entered  into  commercial  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  election  to  the  present  office,  in 
18(9.  He  took  charge  of  the  position  in  1880. 
and  his  distinguished  services  have  been  recog- 
nized to  that  extent  that  he  has  been  re -elected 
five  times  in  succession — the  first  and  third  terms 
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without  opposition.  In  1856  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  A.  Bevins,  and  has  had  three  children 
by  this  union,  of  whom  one  is  yet  living,  Ralph, 
who  resides  in  Colorado.  Mr.  Wycough  was  mar- 
ried a second  time,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Ken- 
nedy, by  whom  he  has  had  two  children,  one  of 
them,  Jessie,  still  living.  He  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  that  party  has  no  more  able  and  loyal 
supporter.  Mr.  Wycough  and  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  much 
respected  by  their  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens. 

M.  A.  R.  Wycough,  who  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  oldest  native-born  individual  in  Batesville, 
was  born  in  that  city,  on  November  27,  1830,  and 
is  a son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Malinda  H.  (Bandy) 
Wycough,  of  North  Carolina,  who  emigrated  to 
Arkansas,  in  February,  1835,  and  located  at  Bates- 
ville, where  the  father  died.  Mr.  Wycough  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Batesville,  and  reached  his 
maturity  in  the  same  year  that  the  Civil  War  com- 
menced. He  enlisted  in  Company  K,  First  Ar- 
kansas Mounted  Riflemen,  and  served  with  that 
body  until  after  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  in 
1863,  when  he  was  granted  a furlough  and  returned 
to  his  home.  He  again  entered  the  army,  joining 
Crabtree’s  cavalry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  quart- 
ermaster’s department.  He  was  present  at  the 
battles  of  Oak  Hill,  IJlkhorn.  Farmington,  Mur- 
freesboro and  in  Price’s  raids  through  Missouri, 
up  to  Jefferson  City,  where  he  was  captured  and 
taken  prisoner  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  kept  in  con- 
finement until  February  25.  1865.  He  was  then 
exchanged,  and  went  to  Richmond,  but  immediately 
left  for  Mobile  and  from  there  to  Jackson.  Miss., 
where  he  was  paroled,  and  came  home.  On  his  re- 
turn he  commenced  farming  and  speculating,  and 
also  keel  boating  to  some  extent  from  Jacksonport 
to  Batesville.  Shortly  after  settling  down  at  Bates- 
ville again,  he  was  elected  deputy  sheriff,  collector 
and  clerk,  holding  that  office  for  about  twelve 
years,  and  for  a short  period  was  engaged  in  the 
United  States  revenue  office.  He  has  also  been 
the  assistant  assessor  of  Independence  County,  but 
during  all  this  time  he  still  continued  looking  after 
his  farm  interests,  and  at  the  {)res»mt  time  owns 
about  2,000  acres  of  land,  with  some  800  acres 


under  cultivation.  In  1865  Mr.  Wycough  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Catherine  E.  Cullens,  a pleasant 
lady  and  widow  of  James  Cullens.  Four  children 
were  born  to  this  marriage,  two  boys,  now  deceased, 
and  two  girls;  Monnie  M. , wife  of  C.  W.  Maxtield. 
and  Nettie  A.  The  wife  died  in  1872,  and  on  July 
14,  1873,  he  was  again  married,  his  second  wife 
being  Miss  Mary  E.  Neely,  by  whom  he  has  had 
three  children:  Lillie  Lee,  and  two  boys,  now  ile- 
ceased.  This  wife  died  in  1877,  and  after  his 
period  of  mourning,  IMr.  Wycough  was  married  a 
third  time,  the  lady  being  Miss  E.  A.  Boone,  of 
Callaway  County,  Mo.,  by  whom  he  has  had  two 
children,  Emma  A.  and  Agues  B.  Mr.  Wycough  is 
a Mason  and  has  been  secretary  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
for  some  time.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  in  religious  faith  belongs  to  and  at- 
tends the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  his 
wife,  having  served  on  the  official  board  for  a num- 
ber of  vears.  For  several  vears  he  was  engaged 
in  commercial  life,  but  gave  it  up  on  finding  that 
his  farms  would  need  all  of  his  attention,  and 
since  then  he  has  built  up  and  improved  it  so  well 
that  he  now  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  North- 
east Arkansas;  together  with  some  very  valuable 
town  property.  He  is  an  enterprising  man.  and  a 
prominent  figirre  in  Batesville  circles,  where  he 
enjoys  a large  degree  of  popularity. 

Col.  J.  C.  T’ancey,  a prominent  attorney  of 
Batesville.  and  a man  of  brilliant  attainments, 
whose  words  of  eloquence  have  often  been  heard 
in  the  halls  of  justice,  was  bom  in  Orange  County, 
Va.,  on  July  10,  1853.  He  is  a sou  of  James  E. 
and  Mary  E.  (Waller)  Yancey,  both  natives  of  the 
same  county  in  Virginia,  who  moved  to  Jefferson 
County,  Ky.,  in  1859.  and  remained  at  that  place 
until  1873.  when  they  repaired  to  Phillips  County, 
Ark.,  in  which  place  the  father  died  in  1876.  while 
the  mother  still  survives  him.  and  resides  in  that 
county.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Archilles  N. , Charles  C.,  Elizal)eth,  Amelia.  John 
C.  and  George  W.  Col.  Ydincey  was  reareil  in 
Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  received  his  education 
from  the  schools  of  both  States,  his  inclination  for 
the  law  being  developed  at  an  early  age.  At  eight 
een  years  of  age  he  began  tl>e  study  of  law,  and 
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in  1874  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Crittenden 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  practiced  about  one  year. 
He  then  formed  a partnership  with  Col.  A.  Crockett, 
a grandson  of  famous  Davy  Crockett,  and  moved 
to  Arkansas  County,  Ark.,  to  practice.  They  re 
mained  at  this  place  until  1878,  when  Col.  Y’ancey 
came  to  Batesville,  and  established  a law  office, 
where  he  practiced  alone  until  1882,  and  then 
formed  a partnership  with  Col.  H.  S.  Coleman, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Coleman  & Yancey.  In 
1885  Col.  Y'ancey  was  elected  to  the  XXVth  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  serving  one  term,  and  in  1889 
was  elected  mayor  of  Batesville,  an  office  he  holds 
at  the  present  time,  and  fills  with  distinction.  In 
1884  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  A.  Dunnington, 


by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Nona  W., 

Dunnington  A.  and  James  C.  Col.  Ahancey  is  a 
man  of  excellent  ability,  and  one  whose  oratory 
at  times  is  grand.  His  shrewdness  and  foresigrht 
have  won  for  him  many  cases,  where  facts  and 
argument  were  needed,  and  his  eloquent  addresses 
to  many  a jury  have  given  him  victory  where  it 
needed  a man  who  could  play  upon  the  human 
heart.  He  is  attorney  for  the  Keystone  Mining 
Company,  and  is  president  of  the  Telephone  Com- 
pany of  Batesville.  Also  president  of  the  Char- 
coal and  Chemical  Plant,  and  a principal  stockholder 
in  the  Bank  of  Batesville.  and  also  intere.sted  in  the 
Batesville  Printing  Company,  and  Oil  Trough  Tel- 
ephone Company. 
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Sharp  Coi'nty  — Location  and  Topography— The  Water  Si’pply — Minerals,  Timber  and  Soil- 
Products— Yalp-ation  OF  Property— Public  IIighways— Population— Erection  of  the 
County— The  I-egal  Center— County  Buildings— Day’s  of  the  Pioneers— Law 
AND  Equity  Practicfid— The  Struggle  over  Slay’ery  and  Secf:ssion 
—Villages  Located  and  Descihbed- School  Statistics- 
Church  People— Catalogue  of  County’  Offi- 
cers— Personal  and  Business  Memo- 
randa—Elections. 


“The  busy  world  shoves  angrily  aside 
The  man  who  stands  with  arms  akimbo  set 
Until  occasion  tells  him  what  to  do.” 


gsHARP  COUNTY,  lying  in  the 
northern  tier  of  counties  in 
xlrkansas,  is  bounded  north 
by  Oregon  County,  Mo.,  east 
by  Randolph  and  Lawrence, 
south  by  Independence,  and 
west  by  Izard  and  Fulton 
counties,  in  Arkansas.  It  has  an 
square  miles,  or  about 
377,600  acres,  of  which  nearly 
60,000  belong  to  the  United  States, 
about  20,000  to  the  State,  and  the 
remainder  to  individuals,  and  to 
mining,  timber  and  railroad  com- 
panies. 

The  boundary  lines  of  the  county 
are  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Township  15  north.  Range  4 
west;  thence  north  on  the  range  lino  to  the  line 
between  Townships  18  and  19  north;  thence  east 
on  the  township  line  to  the  south-east  corner  of 
Section  35,  Township  19  north.  Range  3 west; 
thence  north  on  section  lines  three  miles;  thence 
west  on  the  section  line  one  mile;  thence  north  on 


section  lines  five  miles;  thence  in  a northwesterly 
direction  on  the  line  between  Sharp  and  Ran- 
dolph Counties  to  the  State  line;  thence  west, 
about  eighty  rods,  to  the  line  dividing  Ranges 
4 and  5 w’est;  thence  south  on  the  range  line 
to  the  northeast  corner  of  Township  19  north, 
Range  5 west;  thence  w’est  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  said  Congressional  township;  thence 
south  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  same;  thence 
west  on  the  township  line  to  the  northwest  corner 
of  Section  1,  Township  IS  north,  Range  7 west; 
thence  south  on  section  lines  to  the  middle  of  said 
township;  thence  east  one  mile  to  the  range  line; 
thence  south  on  the  range  line  to  the  northeast 
corner  of  Section  36,  Township  16  north.  Range  7 
west;  thence  west  one  and  a half  miles;  thence 
south  on  sub-divisional  lines  to  the  middle  of  Town- 
ship 15  north;  thence  east  on  section  lines  to  the 
line  between  Ranges  4 and  5 w-est;  thence  south 
on  the  range  line  to  the  line  between  Town- 
ships 14  and  15  north;  thence  east  on  the  town 
ship  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  most  of  the  surface  lies  high  and  dry,  and 
is  drained  by  waters  fiowing  south  tributary  to 
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White  River,  and  others  flowing  east  tributary  to 
Black  River.  It  is  classed  in  the  State  with  the 
northern  barrens  and  hill  region.  Its  surface  pre- 
sents a variety  of  features,  some  portions  being 
hilly  and  broken,  others  rolling  or  undulating, 
with  summit  plateaus,  while  still  other  portions 
exhibit  a level  or  flat  surface.  The  ridges,  which 
are  from  fifty  to  three  hundred  feet  high,  show 
outcroppings  of  sandstone  and  cherty  limestone. 

The  principal  difficulty  encountered  on  some 
of  the  uplands  consists  in  the  loose  rocks  and 
bowlders  lying  scattered  on  the  surface  or  slightly 
embedded  in  the  earth;  but,  when  these  are  re- 
moved, there  remains  a light  soil,  easily  cultivated 
and  always  possessing  to  a greater  or  less  extent 
the  elements  of  fertility.  The  valley  and  bottom 
lands  are  dark  loams,  very  rich  and  productive,  i 
usually  drained  by  clear  and  never-failing  streams 
of  wholesome  water.  The  latter,  however,  com-  1 
pose  but  a small  percentage  of  the  area  of  the 
county.  A large  portion  of  the  uplands,  as  well 
as  all  of  the  valley  lands,  are  comparatively  free 
from  rocks,  and  as  the  growth  of  timber  is  light 
upon  the  former  it  is  easily  cleared  for  the  plow.  ' 

Spring  River,  flowing  from  the  great  Mammoth  \ 
Spring  of  Fulton  County,  enters  Sharp  from  the 
north,  near  the  middle  of  the  north  line  of  Town- 
ship 19  north.  Range  5 west,  flows  thence  in 
a southeasterly  direction  across  the  county,  and 
contains  several  good  mill  seats  on  its  route. 
South  Fork,  its  principal  tributary  from  the  west, 
enters  the  county  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  Congressional  township  just  described,  and 
empties  into  Sj^ring  River  in  the  same  township. 
Martin’s  Creek  rises  in  the  extreme  northern  por- 
tion, and  flowing  southwardly,  empties  into  Spring 
River,  in  Range  3 west.  Many  smaller  streams 
empty  into  this  river  within  the  county.  Straw- 
berry River  enters  from  the  west,  and  flowing  a 
little  south  of  east  on  its  general  coiu'se,  crosses 
the  south  central  portion,  its  route  also  offering  a 
number  of  desirable  sites  for  mills.  Piney  Fork, 
another  important  stream,  makes  its  appearance  , 
from  the  west  a few  miles  south  of  Strawberry  : 
River,  and  empties  into  the  latter  in  the  south- 
west part  of  Township  17  north.  Range  o west,  j 


William’s,  or  South  Big  Creek,  and  also  Reed’s 
Creek  flow  into  Strawberry  River  from  the  south, 
while  North  Big  Creek,  Mill  and  Harry’s  Creeks 
join  it  from  the  north.  Many  smaller  streams  also 
I find  an  outlet  here.  Polk  Bayou  and  Sullivan’s 
j Creek,  rising  in  the  southwestern  portion  of 
the  county,  flow  into  White  River.  Cave  Spring, 
a large  body  of  water,  flows  through  a cavern  a 
few  yards  from  the  road  leading  from  Evenino- 
Shade  to  Batesville,  at  a point  about  ten  miles 
south  of  the  former  place.  There  are  numerous 
I springs  in  this  vicinity,  all  producing  cold,  clear 
and  pure  water  unexcelled  in  quality.  Good 
well  water  can  also  be  obtained  in  many  places  at 
a moderate  depth,  but  where  springs  are  not  con- 
venient, cisterns  are  generally  in  use.  The  streams 
mentioned  are  not  sluggish,  but  run  with  a swift 
current,  thus  making  the  water  pure  and  healthful 
for  stock. 

Sharp  County  lies  in  the  mineral  belt,  and  zinc 
has  been  successfully  mined  and  smelted  at  Cala- 
mine, on  Section  22,  Township  10  north.  Range  4 
west,  in  its  southeast  part,  and  also  on  Sections 
12,  28  and  29,  Township  18  north.  Range  4 
west,  and  there  are  indications  of  its  existence 
in  other  localities.  Evidences  of  the  presence 
of  copper  have  been  discovered  in  Section  32, 
Township  17  north.  Range  6 west.  Some  two 
miles  from  Calamine,  in  Sections  22,  23.  25  and 
30,  Township  10  north.  Range  4 west,  and  the 
surrounding  region,  lies  an  immense  bed  of  pot 
iron  or  looking-glass  ore.  Here,  before  the  late 
war,  iron  was  successfully  made  in  a rude  furnace, 
operated  by  Bevens  A Co.  The  iron  was  of  a 
fine  quality,  and  found  a ready  sale  then.  The 
supply  of  ore  is  said  to  be  almost  inexhaustible. 
Hematite  is  found  in  various  parts  of  the  county, 
cropping  out  and  lying  loosely  about  the  ground. 
Lead  ore  has  also  been  found  in  the  county,  but 
its  extent  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  best 
of  lime  has  been  made  at  Calamine  and  other 
points,  and  a light-grey,  nearly  white,  marble, 
which  takes  on  a tine  polish,  and  has  been  used 
for  grave  stones,  lies  in  illimitable  (piantities  near 
Highland,  and  but  a few  miles  from  Hardy,  (xdod 
building  stone  may  be  had  in  various  sections. 
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The  timber  growth  of  the  county  includes  pine, 
all  the  varieties  of  oak,  wuilnut,  hickory,  ash,  syca- 
more, elm,  gum  and  cedar.  In  the  southwestern 
portion  is  a belt  of  yellow  pine,  of  excellent  quality. 
This  pine  region  is  about  fifteen  miles  long  and 
from  two  to  five  miles  w'ide.  Several  good  saw- 
mills are  now  at  work  in  this  region,  converting 
the  pine  trees  into  himber  for  the  local  trade.  * 

The  resources  of  the  county  are  almost  entirely 
agricultural,  but  the  natural  mineral  and  horti- 
cultural provisions,  if  developed,  might  be  made 
very  profitable.  But  little  scientific  farming  has 
been  done.  Clover  and  the  tame  grasses,  though 
they  are  said  to  do  well,  have  scarcely  been 
introduced.  Individuals  seem  content  to  raise 
such  crops  of  cotton  and  corn  as  the  land  will 
produce  without  re-fertilizing  it.  ilore  thorough 
methods  of  farming  must  come.  In  1S80  the 
county  contained  1,183  farms  and  44,074  acres  of 
improved  land.  The  vegetable  productions  for 
the  year  1879,  as  shown  by  the  United  States 
census  of  1880,  w'ere  as  follows : Indian  corn, 
43*2,570  birshels;  oats,  52,241  bushels;  wheat. 
18,908  bushels;  hay,  282  tons;  Cotton,  4,350 
bales;  Irish  potatoes,  4,285  bushels;  sweet  pota- 
toes, 5,917  bushels;  tobacco,  10,070  lbs. 

The  number  of  head  of  live  stock,  as  given  by 
the  same  census,  w'as:  Horses,  2,186;  mules  and 
asses,  960;  neat  cattle,  8,653;  sheep,  8,458;  hogs, 
19,731.  The  number,  as  shown  by  the  assessment 
rolls  for  1888,  was:  Horses,  2,311 ; mules  and  asses, 
1,003;  neat  cattle,  11,149;  sheep,  7,535;  hogs,  14,- 
497.  The  apparent  decrease  in  the  munber  of  sheep 
and  hogs  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  as- 
sessment rolls  show  only  those  on  hand  when  the 
assessment  was  taken,  and  do  not.  like  the  census 
of  1880,  include  the  number  slaughtered  and  oth- 
erwise disposed  of  during  the  year.  The  census  of 
1890  will  show  a large  increase  over  that  of  1880. 
The  county  is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  live 
stock,  the  winters  being  so  mild  and  the  range  so 
extensive  that  but  little  shelter  or  feed  are  required. 
The  stock  industry  can  easily  be  made  a very  pro- 
fitable occupation. 

* Quotations  from  North  Arkansas  Land  Company's 
description  of  Sharp  County. 


In  1880  the  real  estate  of  Sharp  County  was 
assessed  for  taxation  at  8426,363,  and  the  personal 
property  at  §363,420,  making  a total  of  §788,783, 
on  which  an  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  to  the 
extent  of  §11,596  was  charged.  In  1888  the  retd 
estate  assessment  wms  §754,901,  and  personal  prop- 
erty, §502,085,  making  a total  of  §1,256.986. 
The  total  taxes  reached  § 1 2. 752.  This  comparison 
shows  that  since  1880  the  taxable  wealth  of  the 
j county  has  increased  nearly  sixty  per  cent,  while 
! the  amount  of  taxes  charged  is  only  a trifle  more. 

The  Kansas  City.  Fort  Scott  & Memphis  Rail- 
road passes  through  and  across  the  northern  part 
of  the  county,  in  the  valley  of  Spring  River.  It 
is  assessed  for  taxation  here  at  §173,496. 

The  population  of  the  county  in  1870  was  : 
White,  5,286;  colored,  114;  total  5,400.  In  1880 
! it  was  white,  8,871;  colored,  176;  total  9,047. 

I This  shows  an  increase  from  1870  to  1880,  of  a 
little  over  sixty-seven  per  cent  of  the  white  popu- 
lation and  a little  over  hfty-four  per  cent  of  the 
colored.  The  immigration  being  somewhat  rapid, 
the  next  census  will  probably  present  a still  larger 
growth. 

The  organization  of  this  territory  was  in  accord- 
ance with  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  approved  in  July,  1868.  It  was  named  after 
E.  Sharp,  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  Lawrence,  Randolph  and 
Greene  Counties,  and  who  presented  the  bill  for 
its  formation.  The  territory  composing  it  was 
nearly  all  taken  from  Lawrence  County.  By  sub- 
sequent acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  original 
boundary  lines  have  been  slightly  changed  so  as  to 
conform  to  the  present  limit,  as  elsewUere  noted. 
The  county  is  now  divided  into  eighteen  municipal 
townships. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  county  the  seat  of 
justice  was  located  at  Evening  Shade,  where  it  still 
remains,  though  strenuous  efforts  have  been  put 
forth  for  a change  to  a more  central  point.  Soon 
after  the  seat  of  justice  was  determined  upon,  work 
was  commenced  for  the  construction  of  a court 
house  which  was  completed  not  later  than  1S70. 
This  house  was  a two-story  frame,  about  40x60  feet 
in  size,  with  office  I’ooms  below,  and  the  court  room 
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above.  It  stood  until  1879,  when  it  was  consumed 
by  fire,  together  with  nearly  all  of  the  public 
records.  It  is  not  known  how  the  fire  occurred.  - 
Since  then  the  county  has  rented  and  still  con- 
tinues to  rent  a building  for  a court-house.  A ; 
very  substantial  wooden  jail  with  an  eighteen-inch 
wall  made  of  planks  securely  spiked  together,  ' 
containing  two  rooms  with  a “cage”  in  one  of 
them,  was  constructed  soon  after  the  county  was 
oraranized.  It  is  still  standing  and  is  in  use.  The 
county  owns  a “poor  farm”  consisting  of  165 
acres,  located  in  Washington  Township,  on  which 
there  are  good  and  comfortable  buildings  for  the 
use  of  the  paupers  of  the  county,  and  the  super- 
intendent of  the  farm.  The  contract  for  the 
keeping  of  the  paupers  is  annually  let  to  the  lov/- 
est  responsible  bidder.  The  poor  are  here  well 
cared  for. 

Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  (now)  Sharp 
County  were  John  King,  who  settled  where  Center 
postoftice  is  now  located ; Robert  Lott,  who  located 
two  miles  west;  Nicholas  Norris  and  his  son-in-law, 
William  McKinley,  who  settled  on  Strawberry 
Hiver,  all  about  the  year  IS  10.  Prominent  among 
the  pioneers  along  Spring  River  were  William 
Morgan,  at  the  mouth  of  Rock  Creek;  William  J. 
Gray,  William  Williford,  Solomon  Hudspeth, 
Colby  Crawford,  Stephen  English,  Robert  J. 
Moore,  Jo.seph  Kellett,  John  Walker,  Samuel 
Beasley  and  L.  D.  Dale.  Ferguson  B.  Boothe 
settled  at  the  head  of  Martin’s  Creek,  John  C. 
Garner  and  his  four  sisters  farther  down,  and  Jo- 
seph Kellett  at  the  mouth  of  the  same  creek.  Mr. 
Garner  and  two  of  his  sisters,  Mrs.  Wilkinson  and 
Mrs.  Baker,  all  at  a very  advanced  age,  are  living 
at  this  time.  John  and  Joseph  Hardin,  R.  P. 
Smithee,  John  Milliggan  and  J.  W.  Mobley  were 
early  settlers  on  Reed’s  Creek.  John  M.  Vanhoo- 
zer,  William  Norris  and  Serrel  Mobley  early  made 
a home  on  South  Big  Creek.  The  first  settlers  in 
the  southwest  part  of  the  county  were  John  Luce, 
Josiah  Richardson,  Plummer  Baxter,  A.  J.  Hodges 
and  Judge  A.  H.  Nunn,  whose  settlement  dates 
from  early  in  the  40’s,  and  Col.  William  G.  Math- 
eny,  a pioneer  of  1849. 

The  many  very  old  people  now  residing  in  the 


county,  who  have  lived  here  nearly  all  their  lives, 
prove  that  this  is  a remarkably  healthy  section, 
notwithstanding  all  that  can  be  said  to  the  con- 
trary. Several  of  the  old  settlers  named  are  over 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  two  ladies,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Galloway  and  Miss  Mary  Caton,  mention  of  whom  I 
should  not  be  omitted,  are  ninety-eight  and  eighty- 
eight  years  of  age,  respectively.  In  1876  there 
w'ere  in  the  county,  by  actual  count,  seventy-four 
persons  each  over  seventy  years  old. 

The  county  court  of  Sharp  County  convenes 
for  its  regular  sessions  on  the  first  Mondays  of  Jan- 
uary, April,  July  and  October  of  each  year,  and 
the  probate  court  on  the  first  Mondays  of  February, 
May,  August  and  November.  The  circuit  court 
convenes  for  its  regular  sessions  on  the  first  Alon- 
days  of  June  and  December  of  each  year.  This 
county  belongs  to  the  Third  judicial  district,  of  ] 
which  J.  W.  Butler,  of  Batesville,  is  the  present 
judge. 

The  legal  bar  of  the  county  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  attorneys:  Col.  J.  L.  Abernethy, 

S.  H.  Davidson  (present  State  senator),  John  B. 
McCaleb,  W.  A.  Turner,  and  A.  J.  Porter,  the 
present  county  judge.  i 

There  has  never  been  an  execution  for  the  of- 
fense of  murder  committed  within  Sharp  County. 

A few  years  ago,  however,  one  Joseph  Camp  was 
I tried  at  Evening  Shade,  upon  a change  of  venue 
from  another  county,  for  the  killing  of  one  Hulsey, 
was  found  guilty,  and  was  hanged  for  the  offense.  ! 
For  crimes  committed  within  the  county,  there 
has  been  no  conviction  for  murder  in  the  first  de 
gree,  and  but  one  in  the  second  degree,  and  tw’o 
for  manslaughter.  Neither  have  there  been  but  i 
few  homicides.  The  laws  are  generally  well  en-  | 
forced,  and  the  citizens  are  law-abidins:. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  of  1861-65, 
the  citizens  of  this  locality  were,  with  only  a few 
exceptions,  in  full  sympathy  with  the  proposed 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  did  all  in  their  power 
to  help  establish  it.  There  were  but  a few  Union 
men,  and  they  refuget'd  to  the  North.  A number 
of  companies  of  soldiers  commanded,  respectively. 
byCapts.  William  Adams,  William  G.  Matheuy,  A. 

H.  Nunn,  M.  V.  Shaver,  and  perhaps  others,  were 
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recruited  and  organized  in  Lawrence  County,  from 
that  part  which  now  composes  Sharp,  for  the  Con 
federate  army,  in  which  they  served  during  the 
w’ar.  No  engagement  worthy  of  mention  took 
place  here,  until  the  spring  of  1864,  when  Col. 
Freeman  and  Maj.  iM.  V.  Shaver,  with  the  Third 
Missouri  Confederate  Cavalry,  met  Col.  Woods, 
with  a Kansas  I'egiment  of  Federal  cavalry,  on  the 
Baker  farm  on  Martin’s  Creek,  in  what  is  now  the 
northern  part  of  the  county.  On  this  occasion  the 
Federal  troops  w’ere  routed  and  compelled  to  fall 
back  toward  headquarters,  at  Batesville,  suffering 
some  loss.  There  was  no  bushwacking  among  the 
citizens  during  the  war,  but  several  persons  were 
killed  by  scouting  parties  passing  through.  The 
teri’itory  was  generally  over-run  and  devastated  of 
its  provisions,  in  consequence  of  which  considera- 
ble suffering  resulted  for  the  want  of  food. 

Sharp  County  can  boast  of  no  large  towns,  Imt 
it  has  a number  of  small  villages  distributed  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

Ash  Flat,  located  on  Section  10,  in  Richwoods 
Township,  contains  four  general  stores,  a drug 
store,  a grocery  and  saddlery  store,  two  blacksmith 
shops,  two  church  edifices  (one  of  which  is  also 
used  for  school  purposes),  a grist  and  flouring-mill 
and  cotton-gin  combined,  a saw- mill  and  cotton- 
gin  combined,  one  hotel,  a lodge  each  of  Masons, 
Eastern  Star,  and  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor, 
one  physician,  and  has  a population  of  about  200. 
It  is  located  in  the  best  agricultural  district  of  the 
county,  and  enjoys  a considerable  trade. 

Some  time  prior  to  1849  a postolfice  was  estab- 
lished in  the  hollow  south  of  the  east  end  of  what 
is  now  the  business  street  of  Evening  Shade.  The 
office  was  so  situated  that  after  3 o’clock  P.  M.  of 
each  day  it  remained  in  the  shade  of  the  tall  pines 
standing  on  the  rising  grounds  south  and  west,  and 
for  this  reason  it  was  named  Evening  Shade,  the 
name  that  the  place  still  retains.  In  June,  1849, 
Samuel  Cammack  opened  the  first  store  here.  The 
site  of  its  location  is  now  occupied  by  the  business 
street  of  the  town,  immediately  in  front  of  the 
present  store  of  R.  D.  Williams.  The  building 
containing  the  goods  was  a canvas  tent,  with  the 
rear  end  boarded  up,  the  lock  used  at  the  front  being 


a large  and  savage  female  bull-dog.  In  September 
following,  J.  W.  Shaver  joined  Mr.  Cammack  in 
the  business,  and  together  they  formed  the  firm  of 
Shaver  & Cammack.  About  1852  a party  of  na- 
tives met  J.  M.  Hiland,  a young  man  from  Ten-  i 
nessee,  in  a saloon  kept  by  one  William  Vaughan, 
and  there  gave  him  rum  until  he  became  intoxi- 
cated, after  which  he  was  induced  to  play  cards. 
The  victim  wvas  soon  dispossessed  of  his  money — a 
considerable  amount.  Upon  sobering  up,  he  ex- 
claimed: “They  gave  me  rum,  and  hooked  my 

money.’’  In  consequence  of  this.  Evening  Shade  j 
was,  for  many  years,  vulgarly  called  “ Hook  Rum. ’’  ■ 

At  the  beginninjj  of  the  Civil  War.  Eveniugr 
Shade  contained  three  stores  and  a saloon,  and  | 
about  100  inhabitants.  It  now  has  two  general 
stores,  two  groceries,  a drug  store,  bookstore,  two  j 
hotels,  mechanics’  shops,  a large  public  school- 
house,  three  church  edifices,  three  grist-mills,  two 
cotton-gins,  five  saw-mills,  in  the  town  and  its  im-  i 
mediate  vicinity;  two  shingle-mills,  two  -wool-card-  , 
ing  mills,  a bed  spring  manufactory;  a lodge. 
Chapter  and  Eastern  Star  lodge  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  a lodge  each  of  Odd- Fellows, 
Knights  of  Honor  and  Knights  and  Ladies  of  | 
Honor,  also  five  physicians,  a real  estate  agent  and 
an  insurance  agent.  Society  is  refined  and  culti- 
vated; the  town  offers  attractive  advantages;  it  is  a 
pleasant  place  in  which  to  live,  and  a large  amount 
of  business  is  transacted.  The  population  is  about 
350.  The  Sharp  County  Record,  a weekly  news- 
paper. in  its  twelfth  volume,  is  published  here  by 
E.  G.  Henderson,  its  proprietor.  It  is  well  edited 
and  advocates  Democratic  principles,  though  ably 
serving  the  general  interests  of  its  community. 

Hardy,  located  on  Spring  River  and  on  the  Kan- 
sas City,  Fort  Scott  & Memphis  Railroad,  consists 
of  the  railroad  buildinirs,  a tjeneral  store,  druir 
store,  saloon,  blacksmith  shop,  cotton-gin,  a school- 
house,  church  and  Masonic  hall  combined,  and 
about  twenty  families.  Williford,  on  the  same 
river  and  railroad,  ten  miles  below  Hardy,  has 
three  general  stores,  a saloon,  cotton-gin,  black- 
smith shop,  railroad  section  house,  a school  house 
used  also  for  religious  services,  and  two  stone 
quarries. 
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At  each  of  these  places  is  a postoffice,  the  one 
at  Evening  Shade  being  the  only  money  order 
office  within  the  county.  Other  postoffices  and 
post-hamlets,  the  latter  having  a store  or  black- 
smith shop,  and  sometimes  both,  are  Armstrong, 
Calamine,  Canton,  Center,  Coats,  Grange,  King’s 
Mills,  Loyal,  Martin’s  Creek,  Maxville,  Polk  Bayou, 
Poughkeepsie,  Reed’s  Creek.  Sidney  and  Winsted. 

The  subject  of  education  has  not  been  lost  sight 
of  in  the  progress  and  advancement  of  other  mat- 
ters. In  1873  a two-storv  frame  colleg:e  buildincr, 
40x80  feet  in  size,  was  erected  at  Evenino-  Shade, 
and  a college  was  incorporated,  but  never  supplied 
with  a faculty.  The  building,  however,  was  used 
for  school  purposes  until  1882,  when  it  was  con- 
sumed by  fire.  In  general,  the  people  of  Sharp 
County  are  in  favor  of  popular  education.  This  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  nearly,  if  not  all.  the 
districts  recently  voted  a local  school  tax  for  1889. 
The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  offi- 
cial report  of  the  State  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1888; 
Scholastic  population — White  3,909;  colored  66; 
total  3,975.  Enrollment  in  the  public  schools — 
White,  2,228;  colored,  13;  total,  2,241.  Number 
of  districts  66;  number  reporting  enrollment  45; 
teachers  employed  45;  number  of  institutes  held  2; 
number  of  teachers  attending  33;  averagre  monthly 
salaries  paid  teachers — first  grade,  males  $42.50, 
females  $40.00;  second  grade,  males  $37.50, 
females  $35.00;  third  grade,  males  $27.50;  females 
$25.00.  If  these  figures  indicate  a true  condition 
of  the  schools  of  the  county,  it  readily  appears 
that  only  57  per  cent  of  the  white  and  only  20 
per  cent  of  the  colored  scholastic  population  at- 
tended the  public  schools.  In  submitting  the 
above  figures  to  the  State  superintendent,  P.  H. 
Wilkerson,  the  county  examiner,  complaining  of  the 
failure  of  school  directors  to  make  full  reports,  said; 
“The  reports  are  never  correct  excepting  the  num- 
ber of  children;  all  other  data  are  almost  entirely 
neglected.’’  Evidently  the  school  law  should  be 
thoroughly  revised,  .so  as  to  compel  full  and  com- 
plete reports  of  all  school  officers.  It  is  argued 
here  by  those  most  favorable  to  popular  education 
that  all  school  hiition  taxes  should  be  levied  by 


the  State,  collected  into  the  treasury,  and  distrib- 
I uted  pro  rata  to  the  scholastic  population  of  the 
State.  This  would  give  to  each  and  all  an  equal 
share  of  the  school  fund,  and  dispense  with  all 
contention  and  quarreling  in  school  districts  about 
the  levy  of  taxes.  The  amount  expended  in  Sharp 
County  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools  for 
! the  year  referred  to  was  $7,499.75. 

The  religious  denominations  of  Sharp  County 
are  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  South.  Baptist,  Chris- 
tian, Cumberland  Presbyterian  and  one  or  two 
' organizations  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
Methodist  Protestant  Churches.  The  Methodist 
■ Episcopal  Church  at  Evening  Shade  belongs  to 
the  Evening  Shade  Circuit,  the  other  appointments 
all  being  in  Izard  County,  where  proper  men- 
tion is  made.  Ash  Flat  Circuit  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  Rev.  F.  M.  Smith,  pas- 
I tor,  has  eight  appointments;  Ash  Flat,  Shiloh, 

' Liberty  Hill,  Bethlehem,  Pleasant  Hill,  Pleas- 
; ant  Ridge,  Stacy  Church  and  Hickory  Flat — 
the  latter  two  being  in  Izard  County — with  an 
aggregate  membership  of  320.  The  Mammoth 
Spring  Circuit,  composed  of  Mammoth  Spring, 

I in  Fulton  County,  and  Hardy  and  Williford, 

' in  Sharp  County,  Rev.  J.  F.  Troy,  pastor,  has 
a membership  of  forty-five,  as  given  in  the  last 
conference  minutes.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South,  at  Maxville.  in  this  county,  be- 
' longs  to  Bethesda  Circuit,  in  Independence  Coun- 
ty. All  these  belong  to  the  Batesville  District. 
An  organization  of  this  denomination  at  Cala- 
mine, another  at  Cross  Roads  and  another  in 
that  vicinity  belong  to  the  Calamine  Circuit,  of 
Newport  District.  Other  appointments  outside 
of  the  county  belong  to  this  circuit.  Rev.  S.  W. 
Register  is  the  pastor,  and  the  aggregate  mem- 
bership is  231. 

The  Baptist  Church  organizations  within  the 
county  are  Evening  Shade,  Ash  Flat.  Bethlehem, 
Pleasant  Hill,  George’s  Camp  Ground,  and  Big 
Creek.  Rev.  J.  L.  Foard  is  })astor  of  all  except 
the  latter,  of  which  Rev.  William  Johnson  has 
charge. 

Of  the  Christian  Church  the  following  organi- 
, zations  are  well  known;  Ash  Flat,  Evening  Shad(>. 
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Center,  Poughkeepsie,  and  one  in  the  ^ lock,  1886-88;  Horace  Hill,  present  incumbent, 

Higgiubottom  neighborhood,  in  the  northeast  part  elected  in  1888. 

of  the  county,  none  of  which  have  a regular  pas-  | Assessors:  T.  Cunningham,  1868-71;  F.  Goss, 
tor  at  this  writing.  ! 1871-72;  J.  R.  Metcalf,  1872-74;  J.  J.  T.  Mc- 

The  Cumberland  Presbyterians  have  a congre-  Adams.  1874-76;  J.  W.  Bristow,  1876-78;  R.  B. 
gation  at  Mt.  Carmel,  one  near  Calamine,  and  one  Bellany,  1878-84;  A.  C.  Higginbottom,  1884-86; 
near  Highland.  Rev.  A.  C.  Evans  is  pastor  at  John  Norman,  1886-88;  A.  C.  Higgiubottom, 
Mt.  Carmel.  ' present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  an  organ-  The  political  aspect  of  the  county  is  shown  by 
ization  at  Powell’s  Chapel,  six  miles  east,  and  one  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  candidates  as  follows: 
at  Pine  Hill,  four  miles  northwest  of  Evening  At  the  September  election  in  1888,  for  governor. 
Shade.  The  Methodist  Protestants  have  an  organ-  James  P.  Eagle  (Hem.),  983;  C.  M.  Norwood 
ization  at  Jjiberty  Hill.  I (combined  opposition).  711.  At  the  November 

The  follow'ing  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  election  for  president,  Cleveland  (Dem.),  913; 
county  officers  of  Sharp  County,  together  with  | Harrison  (Rep.),  115;  Streeter  (U.  L.),  407; 
the  date  of  terms  served  by  each  from  the  organi-  Fiske  (Pro.),  2. 

zation  of  the  county  to  the  present  time:  

Judges:  Solomon  Yeager,  1868-72;  commis-  ‘ 

sioners,  1872-74;  C.  G.  Wilson,  1874-76;  C.  G.  ' Mr.  J.  L.  Abernethy  of  Evening  Shade,  Sharp 
Himn,  1876-78;  A.  J.  Porter,  1878-80;  AV.  G.  County,  Ark.,  was  born  at  Morganton,  on  the 
Matheny,  1880-86;  J.  M.  Montgomery,  1886-88;  Little  Tennessee  River,  in  Loudon  County,  East 
A.  J.  Porter,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888.  Tenn.,  on  the  3d  of  March.  1835.  He  is  the  young- 
Clerks:  N.  McLeod,  from  August,  1868,  until  est  son  of  Rev.  Berry  and  Myra  (Cobb)  Al>er- 

after  election;  AY.  T.  Cunningham,  1868-72;  J.  nethy,  formerly  of  Lincoln  County,  N.  C.  The 
P.  Cochran,  1872-76;  J.  AI.  AA’asson,  1876-78;  T. ' Abernethy  family  are  purely  Scotch-Irish  blood. 
J.  Davidson,  1878-80;  J.  M.  AA^asson,  1880-82;  R.  As  early  as  the  sixteenth  century.  Rev.  John  Aber- 
E.  Huddleston.  1882-86;  Joshua  AA’aim.  present  nethy,  a dissenting  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
incumbent,  first  elected  in  1886.  ' faith,  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  attained  great 

Sheriffs;  James  K.  Jones,  1868-72;  T.  Y.  distinction  as  a theologian  and  author.  Later,  Dr. 

Huddleston,  1872-80;  A.  C.  Higginbottom,  1880-  John  Abernethy,  another  member  of  the  family, 

83;  George  R.  Hall,  present  incumbent,  appointed  who  emigrated  to  London,  was  greatly  renowned 
in  1883,  elected  in  1884,  and  served  continuously  as  a physiologist  and  surgeon.  He  was  a pupil  of 
since.  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  gave  medical  lectures  for 

Treasurers;  D.  C.  AA'olfe,  1868-72;  Robert  thirty-five  years  at  St.  Bartholomew  Hospital.  He 
Gray,  1872-78;  T.  J.  Spmlock,  1878-80;  A\k  G.  wrote  and  published  many  books  on  medical  and 
Horton,  1880-82;  E.  G.  Henderson,  1882-84;  C.  kindred  topics.  McHwain,  in  1835,  published  a 
AV.  Shaver,  present  incumbent,  first  elected  in  book  entitled  “ Alemoirs  of  Abernethy,”  which  was 
1884,  and  served  coutinuou.sly  since.  re-published  in  America  by  the  Harpers,  and  is  ex- 

Coroners:  J.  G.  AA'olfe,  1868-72;  J.  T.  Ale-  tensively  read.  Air.  Abernethy’ s ancestors  came 
Cord,  1872-74;  A.  R.  Hipp,  1874-80;  J.  D.  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  AVar,  set- 

Hankins,  ; A.  T.  Porter,  1884—86;  Charles  tling  first  in  A'^irginia  and  then  in  North  Carolina. 

Horn,  1886-88;  B.  H.  Couch,  present  incumbent.  To  a man  they  stood  for  the  colonies,  and  against 
elected  in  1888.  the  Briti.sh.  His  parents  emigrated  from  North 

Surveyors:  AA".  B.  Levertou,  1872-70;  T.  A.  Carolina  to  Tennessee  seventy-four  years  ago. 

AIcGea,  1876-78;  AV.  AAA  Hill,  1878-80;  T.  J.  Rev.  Berry  Abernethy  was  licensed  to  exhort  by 
Gay,  1880-82;  W.  AA'.  Hill,  1882-86;  D.  D.  Spur-  Bishop  Asbury,  and  to  preach  by  Bishop  Roberts, 
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of  the  Methodist  Church.  In  his  day,  he  was  a 
minister  and  revivalist,  and  well  known  in  the 
Holston  conference.  In  1844  he  went  with  the 
Church  South,  and  fully  maintained  his  Christian 
character  as  a minister  and  a citizen  for  about  sixty 
years,  and  died  at  Rhea  Springs,  Rhea  County, 
East  Tenn.,  in  1871,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Mr. 
Abernethy’s  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years,  and  is  a hale,  hearty  and  active 
old  lady — a woman  remarkable  for  her  strong  na- 
tive intellect,  and  is  thoroughly  posted  in  the  great 
events  which  have  transpired  during  her  long  and 
pleasant  life.  The  parents  had  eight  children; 
Eliza  D.,  Susan  R. , Martha  M.  and  Artie  A. ; John 
C.,  A.  Sylvester,  James  T.  and  Joseph  L.  Eliza  D. 
and  Sylvester  are  dead;  balance,  except  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  now  living  in  East  Tennessee.  Dr. 
John  C.  Abernethy  is  an  eminent  physician  and 
surgeon.  He  was  surgeon  of  the  Sixty-second  Ten- 
nessee Confederate  Recjiment  and  Brigade,  siu'- 
geon  of  Gen.  Vaughan’s  brigade  at  Vicksburg. 
James  T.,  who  was  residing  in  Missouri  at  the  be- 
ginning of  -the  war,  adhered  to  the  Union  side  of 
the  controversy,  and  became  colonel  of  the  Tenth 
Tennessee  Cavalry.  The  subject  of  this  memoir 
was  educated  at  the  Morganton  Academy,  under 
the  Rev.  T.  Iv.  Munsey,  and  Hiawassee  College, 
under  Profs.  Doak,  Bruner  and  Duncan.  He  first 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Bickwell,  at  Madison- 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  attended  lectures  in  1855-56  at 
the  University  of  Nashville.  Subsequently,  in 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  service.  He 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Capt.  Cawood’s  company. 
Forty-third  Tennessee  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  J.  5V.  Gillespie  and  Lieut. -Col.  D.  51.  Key, 
now  United  States  judge,  residing  at  Chattanooga. 
He  was  soon  transferred  to  the  medical  service, 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Loudon  Post,  in  charge 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1863.  He  then  resigned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  Col.  John  A.  Rowan  in  raising  the 
Sixty-second  Tennessee  Regiment,  with  a view  of  lie- 
ing  surgeon  in  the  field.  After  the  formation  of  the 
regiment,  he  was,  on  account  of  domestic  afllictions, 
compelled  to  decline  the  position,  and  his  place 
was  filled  by  his  brother.  5Ir.  Abernethy  retired 


; to  Rhea  Springs,  and  had  no  further  connection  i 
whatever  with  the  war  of  the  States.  He  began  the  i 
i study  of  law  in  August,  1863,  and  gave  it  unremit-  ; 
ting  attention  for  more  than  two  years,  when  he  was  . 
licensed  to  practice  by  Judge  E.  T.  Hall,  of  Knox-  j 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  Chancellor  D.  C.  Trewhitt,  of 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  He  was  first  admitted  to  the  . 
bar  at  Washington,  Rhea  County,  Tenn.  Subse- 
quently, he  removed  to  Knoxville,  and  practiced  ' 
there  until  1870,  when,  having  professional  busi-  I 
ness  in  Arkansas,  he  visited  that  State,  and  was  so 
well  pleased  with  the  country,  and  especially  with 
his  prospective  wife,  that  he  removed  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  and  located  at  Evening  Shade,  the 
county  seat  of  Sharp  County,  where  he  has  since 
remained,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  and 
in  farming.  In  1880  5Ir.  Abernethy  was  the  | 
Democratic  elector  on  the  Hancock  and  English 
ticket,  for  the  Fourth  Congressional  district  of  Ar-  ' 
kansas,  and  made  a thorough  canvass  of  the  same. 

He  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  State’s  attor- 
ney for  the  Third  judicial  circuit  of  Arkansas,  and 
is  faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office 
i to  the  best  of  his  ability.  In  1858  he  was  mar- 
ried to  5Iiss  5Iary  A.  Johnston,  a daughter  of 
James  H.  Johnston,  a leading  citizen  of  5Ionroe 
County,  Tenn.  By  her  he  had  three  children.  I 
One,  Joseph  L.,  is  dead;  the  others,  Allie  and  Effie, 

! their  mother  having  died  Julv  9,  1863,  he  brought  to 
Arkansas  in  1871.  They  are  accomplished  young 
ladies.  John  B.  5IcCaleb.  an  attorney  of  good 
promise,  married  5Iiss  Allie,  and  they  have  three 
children.  Robert  E.  Huddleston  married  5Iiss 
Effie.  They  reside  at  Ash  Flat,  and  have  charge 
of  the  high  school  at  that  place.  5Irs.  Huddle- 
' ston  is  an  accomplished  music  teacher,  and  now 
has  charge  of  a large  class  of  pupils.  In  the  fall 
of  1871,  5Ir.  Abernethy  married  the  widow  of 
James  8.  Shaver,  on  Reed’s  Creek,  Sharp  County. 

I She  was  the  daughter  of  James  P.  ^longer,  de 
ceased,  and  is  a native  of  Roane  County,  Ea>t 
Tenn.  The  Shaver  and  Shelby  families  are  closely 
connected,  and  were  noted  people  in  Southwesttu  n 
Virginia,  and  Upper  East  Tennessee  many  years 
ago.  5Irs.  Abernethy  had  one  son  by  Mr.  Shaver. 
James  R.  Shaver,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  study 
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of  law  in  his  step-father’s  law  office.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Abernethy  had  three  children;  Artie  and  John 
Loudon  living,  and  Elsie  Pearl,  who  is  dead.  Mr. 
Abernethy  owns  a farm  of  about  400  acres,  situated 
on  Piney  Fork  of  Strawberry  River,  one  and  a half 
miles  from  town.  On  this  he  has  two  neat  and 
substantial  residences,  and  about  110  acres  in  cul- 
tivation. His  home  residence  is  in  the  suburbs  of 
Evening  Shade,  surrounded  by  shrubbery,  dowers, 
forest  trees  and  orchards  of  the  different  kinds  of 
fruits.  He  calls  it  “Forest  Home.’’  Evening 
Shade  is 

“ The  loveliest  village  of  the  plain, 

Where  health  and  plenty  cheer  the  laboring  swain.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the  National  troubles  in  1800-  ! 
61,  Mr.  Abernethy  doubted  the  expediency  and  ' 
right  of  separate  State  action,  and  was  in  favor  of  i 
remaining  in  the  Union,  but  after  the  disruption  : 
was  an  accomplished  fact,  and  the  tragedy  of  war  I 
began,  he  allied  himself  to  the  cause  of  the  South, 
and  remained  faithful  thereto.  He  believes  in 
maintaining  the  supremacy  of  Federal  States  and 
individual  rights  under  the  laws,  and  in  a revenue 
tariff,  and  in  a strict  construction  of  the  constitu-  ! 
tion  in  every  article  and  section  thereof.  Whilst  ■ 
he  is  a Democrat  from  principle  and  choice,  he  is  ; 
conservative,  and  is  neither  loud  nor  illiberal  in  the 
expression  of  his  political  opinions.  He  is  not  a ; 
member  of  any  church,  but  believes  all  denomina- 
tions of  Christians  are  meritorious  and  doing  good,  , 
more  or  less.  In  matters  of  faith,  lie  is  attached  i 
to  the  old-fashioned  Methodist  doctrines  and  polity, 
and  thinks  the  best  religion  is  to  live  well,  die 
poor,  and  go  to  Heaven. 

William  Jasper  Adams,  a farmer  of  North 
Township,  one  mile  south  of  Armstrong  postoffice, 
was  bom  in  Pulaski  County,  Mo.,  May  16,  1836, 
being  the  fourth  child  of  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren. He  was  raised  in  Missouri,  receiving  his 
limited  education  in  the  common  schools.  Septem- 
ber 2,  1859,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  i\I.  Lee,  who 
was  born  in  Phelps  County,  Mo.,  Septemlier  2, 
1842,  and  died  January  13,  1878.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children  (live  of  whom  are  living): 
William  M. , John  H.  (deceased),  Elizabeth  (de- 
ceased), Halcoyn  (wife  of  Alex.  Smittle),  Orlena, 


Bethelda  and  Thomas  S.  Mr.  Adams  married  his 
second  wife,  the  widow  Gardner,  in  February. 
1879;  she  was  a daughter  of  Wiley  and  Matilda 
Jones,  of  Tennessee,  who  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Phelps  County.  They  have  had  two 
children:  James  M.  and  Nettie  M.  Our  subject 
worked  three  years  in  Public  Iron  Works,  was  two 
years  in  the  livery  stable  business,  and  has  been  a 
farmer.  In  1887  became  to  Sharp  County,  Ark., 
where  he  now  resides.  He  has  about  120  acres  of 
land,  some  eighty-five  under  cultivation.  May  11, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Confederate  army, 
and  served  about  four  years,  having  been  wounded 
in  the  right  arm  by  a gunshot.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Lexington.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor;  in  politics  is  a Democrat,  hav- 
ing cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Buchanan. 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Our 
subject’s  parents  were  William  and  Charlotte  (Ma- 
lone) Adams,  who  were  born  and  raised  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Ivy.,  he  having  been  born  in  1808 
and  she  in  1811.  Mr.  Adams  was  a farmer,  and 
came  to  Pulaski  County,  in  1833,  his  nearest 
neighbor  being  twenty  miles  away.  He  returned 
to  Kentucky  in  1840.  remaining  till  1843,  when  he 
returned  to  Pulaski  County,  his  father  coming 
with  him,  and  settling  on  the  Merrimac,  in  Dent 
County.  He  died  August  18,  1885.  He  was  a .son 
of  Coonrod  and  Rebecca  (Hawk)  Adams,  who  died 
in  1846  and  1848,  respectively.  They  were  about 
the  first  settlers  of  Dent  County,  and  were  of 
Dutch  descent. 

Jeremiah  Pitt  Baird,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
and  leading  farmers  of  Union  Township,  residing 
one  and  one- half  miles  east  of  Williford  postoffice, 
was  born  in  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  October  10. 
1824,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Pennington) 
Baird.  His  father,  of  Scotch  descent,  was  born  in 
Rowan  County,  N.  C.,  about  1785,  and  died  in  Law- 
rence County,  Ark.,  in  1857.  He  marrieel  in  North 
Carolina,  emigrated  from  that  State  to  Kentucky  in 
1817,  resided  there  for  one  year,  when  he  moved  to 
Smith  County,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  to  Lawrence 
County,  Ark. , in  1841.  Mrs.  Baird  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  C.,  near  1791,  and  died  in 
Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  about  1851.  Our  subject. 
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the  only  child  living  of  a family  of  nine,  received  | 
most  of  his  education  after  arriving  at  matirrity,  his 
parents  being  poor,  and  he  being  obliged  to  work  ^ 
instead  of  attending  school.  After  coming  to  Ar- 
kansas he  lived  with  his  parents  till  their  death,  j 
In  1859  he  married  Miss  Susan  A.  More,  who  was 
born  in  Tennessee  about  1830,  and  died  October  8, 
1884,  in  Lawrence  County.  In  1888  he  married 
Isabelle  (Wassen)  Crawford,  a widow'.  Mr.  Baird  ; 
enlisted  in  1863,  in  the  Union  Army,  in  Company  : 
C,  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  was  discharged  in  ! 
1865.  He  has  resided  on  Spring  River  since  1841, 
and  has' about  200  acres  of  land,  eighty-hve  under 
cultivation.  He  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  several  terms  in  Lawrence  County,  and  was  i 
one  of  the  assistants  of  the  county  court,  when  it 
consisted  of  the  judge  and  two  justices.  He  is  a 
Republican,  voting  first  for  Zachary  Taylor.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  ' 
as  was  his  first  wife.  Mr.  Baird  is  an  influential 
citizen,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected. 

James  P.  Cochran,  of  the  firm  of  J.  P.  Cochran 
& Son,  general  merchants  and  dealers  in  farming 
implements,  was  born  in  De  Kalb  County,  Tenn. , 
in  1832.  His  parents  were  William  T.  and  Jane  ; 
K.  (Duncan)  Cochran,  of  Smith  and  DeKalb  Coun-  | 
ties,  Tenn.,  respectively,  being  married  in  the  lat-  | 
ter  place.  The  parents  moved  to  Dresden,  AYeak-  i 
ley  County,  Tenn.,  when  James  was  very  young,  ; 
and  resided  there  until  their  decease,  Mr.  Cochran 
dying  in  1862,  and  his  wife  several  years  after 
their  arrival.  The  elder  Cochran  w’as  a tailor  and  ! 
clothier,  and,  later  in  life,  established  a general  : 
merchandise  store.  He  built  up  a large  trade,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  merchants  of  that- 
section  in  his  day,  bearing  a reputation  for  honesty 
and  enterprise  that  has  been  well  guarded  by  his 
son.  He  fought  in  one  of  the  Indian  Wars,  and 
was  a member  of  the  I.O.O.  F.  His  father,  Henry 
Cochran,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  died  in  Smith 
County,  Tenn.,  where  he  had  resided  for  a great 
number  of  years.  The  mother  of  James  P.  Coch- 
ran was  a nieml)er  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
died  in  that  faith.  Her  father,  Josiah  Duncan, 
was  an  old  resident  of  De  Kalb  Cuunty,  Tenn. , 


where  he  died.  James  P.  Cochran  is  the  eldest  of 
two  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Dresden  (Tenn.j  Academy  and  schools  in 
the  vicinity,  receiving  a good  English  education 
and  business  training.  At  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  held  a position  of  trust  with  a firm  in  Dresden, 
and  remained  with  them  eight  years.  The  experi- 
ence gained  in  commercial  life  during  that  time 
made  him  one  of  the  shrew’dest  business  men  in 
his  section,  although  just  attaining  his  manhood, 
and  shortly  afterward  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  father,  in  the  same  place,  and  continued 
with  him  until  an  excellent  opportunity  was  pre- 
sented at  Hickman,  Ky. , to  which  place  he  re- 
moved and  established  a livery  business.  Mr. 
Cochran’s  marriage  occurred  at  Dresden,  in  1857, 
to  Julia,  daughter  of  David  and  Harriet  Shaver, 
natives  of  Tennessee,  wffiere  Mr.  Shaver  died, 
when  his  daughter  was  very  young.  The  mother 
afterward  moved  to  Sharp-  County,  where  she  died 
a few  years  later.  Mrs.  Cochran’s  death  occurred 
on  the  27th  of  December,  1866;  she  was  the  moth- 
er of  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Mr.  Cochran 
was  again  married  on  January  10,  1870,  his  second 
wife  being  Miss  Martha  M.  Shaver,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife,  this  lady  dying  March  23,  1886.  In 
1861  he  moved  to  Salem,  and  established  himself 
in  business,  but  was  compelled  to  close  up  on  ac- 
count of  the  war.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  clerk 
of  Fulton  County,  and  in  1866  was  re-elected,  and 
held  the  office  for  three  years.  He  moved  to 
Sharp  County,  in  1869,  and  in  1872  was  elected 
clerk  of  Sharp  County,  holding  that  office  for  four 
years.  He  next  occupied  the  present  building 
and  commenced  a commercial  career,  and  since 
then  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  business 
in  Sharp  County.  The  firm  have  a fine  stock  of 
goods  valued  at  -85,000.  Besides  this,  ^Ir.  Cochran 
owns  several  good  farms  and  some  2,000  acres  of 
land  in  Sharp  County.  He  is  a representative 
merchant,  a shrewd  and  fair-dealing  business  man. 
and  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  of  this 
section.  He  has  in  his  possession  the  first  dollar 
he  ever  earned,  and  has  kept  it  as  a memento  of 
the  early  days  when  he  had  nothing  in  the  world 
but  his  own  pluck  and  determination  to  succeed. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Cochran  is  a Democrat,  and  in  re- 
\ligious  faith  a Methodist,  as  also  were  his  two 
wives. 

David  Collins,  a farmer  of  North  Township, 
nine  miles  northeast  of  Afton  postoffice,  Fulton 
County,  was  born  in  Indiana,  June  2,  1835.  His 
grandfather,  Aaron  Collins,  who  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  and  married  there,  moving  to  Morgan 
County,  Ind. , and  afterward  coming  to  Missouri 
about  1834,  where  he  died.  David’s  father,  Stephen 
Collins,  was  born  in  Kentucky  about  1800,  but 
came  to  Indiana  with  his  parents  when  quite  young; 
there  he  married  Mary  Lang,  moving  to  Missouri 
in  1837,  and  in  1803  went  to  Lawrence  County, 
and  died  there  in  1804.  Our  subject’s  mother  was 
born  in  Ohio  about  1801,  and  died  in  Fulton 
County,  Ark.,  in  1881.  She  was  the  mother  of 
five  children,  David  being  the  third;  he  was  raised 
in  Douglas  County,  Mo.,  his  schooling  being  lim- 
ited to  three  months..  He  lived  at  home  till  after 
his  father  died,  and  in  1867  married  Miss  Martha 
Hopper,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1841.  They 
have  a family  of  twelve  children:  Lee,  Aaron  T., 
Rosa  T.,  Daniel  N.,  David  (infant),  now  living. 
Mr.  Collins  was  a resident  of  Lawrence  County  for 
six  years,  and  has  resided  in  Sharp  County  since 
1869.  He  has  160  acres  of  land,  twenty-five  acres 
of  which  are  under  cultivation.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  and  served  about 
two  years.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  his  first 
presidential  vote  being  for  Cleveland.  He  is  a 
good  citizen  and  highly  respected. 

Sam  H.  Davidson,  of  Sharp  County,  was  born 
near  Camden,  Benton  County,  Tenn. , January  29, 
1846.  He  is  a son  of  John  Wallace  and  Susan  L. 
(Prance)  Davidson,  born  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  in 
1814,  and  Montgomery  County,  Tenn.,  in  1818, 
respectively.  The  parents  were  married  in  Hum- 
phreys County,  Tenn.,-  in  1836,  and  lived  in  that 
State,  at  Camden,  until  1865,  when  they  moved  to 
Graves  County,  Ky.  In  1866  they  lived  a short 
time  at  Jackson.  Mo.,  but  during  that  vear  changed 
their  residence  to  Randolph  County,  Ark.,  and  in 
1867  to  Doniphan,  Ripley  County,  Mo.,  thence  to 
Evening  Shade,  Ark.,  in  1869,  where  the  father 
died  in  October,  1870.  Previous  to  1852,  the 


elder  Davidson  was  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Benton  County,  Tenn.,  and  after  that  year  he 
practiced  law  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
1859-60  he  was  a member  of  the  Tennessee  legis- 
lature, I’epresenting  Benton  and  Humphreys  Coun- 
ties in  the  house,  and  was  present  at  the  extra 
session  that  paved  the  way  for  the  secession  of 
Tennessee,  giving  earnest  support  to  the  vigorous 
war  measures  of  the  governor,  Isham  G.  Harris. 
For  many  years  he  was  a zealous  Mason,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church'  from  1865  un- 
til his  death.  His  father,  John  Davidson,  was 
born  in  Virginia  or  North  Carolina  during  the  lat- 
ter half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  removed  to  and 
was  an  inn  keeper  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  died 
there  in  1815.  His  mother  was  Mary  Wallace,  of 
Scottish  ancestry,  noted  for  her  beauty  and  culture 
among  the  early  settlers  of  North  Alabama.  The 
father  of  John  Davidson  was  Abraham  Davidson,  a 
native  Pennsylvanian,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
who  settled  in  North  Carolina,  and  afterward  in 
Montgomery  County,  Tenn. , and  who  died  in  Ben- 
ton County,  Tenn.,  in  1838.  The  father  or  grand- 
father of  Abraham,  James  Davidson,  was  a native 
of  Scotland,  who  came  with  his  family,  and  settled 
near  the  Susquehanna  River,  Pennsylvania,  and 
claimed  to  be  the  first  Davidson  to  settle  in  North 
America.  The  mother  of  Sam  H.  Davidson  is  still 
living,  a devout  Christian,  and  has  been  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  for  more  than  forty  years. 
She  is  a daughter  of  John  Prance,  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  descent,  who  died  in  Montgomery  County, 
Tenn.  His  wife,  Mary  Cooper,  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Tenn. , and  died  in  McCracken 
County,  Ky.  Sam  H.  Davidson  is  the  seventh  child 
of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  seven  are 
still  living.  He  attended  the  Camden  (Tenn.  ) Acad- 
emy until  1861,  when  the  Civil  War  closed  up  the 
schools  of  West  Tennessee,  after  which  he  pursued 
his  studies  at  home  until  the  latter  part  of  the  war, 
when  he  enlisted,  serving  tirst  in  the  Tenth  and 
afterward  in  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
and  taking  part  in  many  sharp  engagements  and 
brilliant  dashes,  under  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest,  during 
his  operations  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky  arul  Missis- 
sippi. In  18<)6  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  his 
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father,  and  in  1868  he  was  examined  and  admitted  j 
to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, by  the  circuit  court  of  Ripley  County,  at 
Doniphan.  In  1869  he  came  to  Evening  Shade, 
and  at  the  lirst  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  Sharp 
County,  held  by  Judge  (afterward  Governor)  Bax- 
ter, he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  inferior 
courts  of  Arkansas.  A few  years  afterward,  on 
examination,  he  was  licensed  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court  of  Arkansas,  and  his  practice  has 
extended  through  Fulton,  Izard,  Sharp  and  Inde- 
pendence Counties,  and  in  the  supreme  court  at 
the  capital  of  the  State.  In  1870  he  served  as 
county  attorney  for  Sharp  County;  in  1872  the 
Governor  appointed  him  county  superintendent  of 
public  schools.  In  1872-73  he  was  editor  and 
part  owner  of  the  Sharp  County  Herald,  a Demo- 
cratic new’spaper.  He  has  frequently  been  called 
by  his  brethren  of  the  bar  to  preside  as  special 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  in  Fulton,  Izard  and  ad- 
joining counties.  In  1874  he  was  defeated  for 
delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention,  but  in 
1876,  after  a sharp  contest,  he  was  elected  to  the 
lower  branch  of  the  General  .Assembly,  and  after 
his  term  expired  he  was  re-elected  wuthout  opposi- 
tion, and  at  the  organization,  in  1879,  received  a 
very  flattering  vote  for  speaker  of  the  house.  He 
never  sought  ofiice  afterward,  but  in  1888,  with-  | 
out  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  he  was  nominated  ; 
by  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Second  senatorial  | 
district  as  their  candidate,  and.  after  a hotly-con- 
tested campaign,  defeated  the  Union  Labor  and 
political  Wheel  nominee  for  State  senator,  carrying  | 
every  county  in  the  district,  his  majority  reaching 
nearly  2,000;  and,  while  he  did  not  seek  the  place 
in  any  sense,  he  lacked  but  three  votes,  on  several 
ballots,  of  election  as  president  tem  of  the  sen- 
ate (lieutenant-governor)  at  the  close  of  the  legis- 
lative session  of  1889.  Mr.  Davidson  is  a hold- 
over senator,  and  w'ill  be  a member  of  the  session 
of  1891.  He  has  been  a Mason  for  about  eighteen 
years,  holding  membership  in  the  Lodge,  Chapter 
and  Council,  and  has  been  Master  of  his  Lodge  and 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  for  more  than 
ten  years  has  served  his  Chapter  as  High  Briest. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  ( 


has  held  the  offices  of  Past  Dictator,  Reporter  and 
Grand  Representative.  In  the  State  conventions  of 
his  party  he  has  served  several  times  on  the  com- 
mittee to  formulate  a platform,  and,  in  1884,  he 
was  secretary  of  the  convention  held  in  Little  Rock 
which  nominated  candidates  for  State  offices,  and 
selected  delegates  to  the  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention, at  Chicago,  that  nominated  Cleveland. 
Mr.  Davidson  was  married  in  1870,  to  Virginia, 
daughter  of  William  and  Frances  French,  and  has 
five  childi-en.  He  has  a pleasant  and  comfortable 
home  at  Evening  Shade,  a number  of  town  lots 
there  and  in  other  villages,  and  about  1,000  acres 
of  land  in  various  portions  of  the  county.  He  is 
devoted  to  his  family  and  his  friends,  and  an  earn- 
est worker  for  the  promotion  of  the  material  pros- 
perity of  Arkansas. 

Dr.  John  O.  Durham,  a prominent  physician 
and  druggist  at  Ash  Flat,  was  born  in  Shelby 
County,  Tenn.,  in  the  year  1851.  He  is  a son  of 
the  Rev.  Dennis  and  Sarah  (Harper)  Durham, 
the  former  a noted  and  eloquent  divine  who  was 
born  in  Georgia,  in  the  year  1824,  and  the  latter 
in  North  Carolina  in  1832.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Shelby  County,  where  the  mother  is 
still  living.  The  Rev.  Durham  duriugr  his  life 
had  been  a Missionai'y  Baptist  minister  for 
twenty  years,  and  his  fame  as  an  eloquent  and 
gifted  speaker  was  widespread.  He  also  served 
sixteen  days  in  the  Confederate  army  with  General 
Forrest,  and  in  the  short  time  of  his  stay  in  the 
army  he  made  many  warm  friends  among  the  boys 
in  gray.  Mr.  Durham  died  in  1873,  after  a long 
and  useful  life.  His  father  was  Grisham  Durham, 
of  Irish  descent,  who  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
and  in  after  years  moved  to  Lawrence  County. 
Ark.,  where  he  was  appointed  county  surveyor 
for  a number  of  years,  and  died  in  1856.  The 
mother  of  Dr.  John  O.  Durham  was  a daughter  of 
I James  Harper,  of  North  Carolina,  a brick  mason 
by  trade,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  IMem- 
phis,  Tenn.,  and  helped  to  Iniild  the  first  brick 
building  in  that  city.  The  Doctor  is  the  oldest  of 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  spent  the  greater 
portion  of  his  younger  days  on  a farm.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  the  study  of  tuedi 
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cine  with  Dr.  Ed.  Irby,  and  Dr.  B.  A.  Mathews, 
oT  Cuba,  Term.,  and  under  these  able  instructors 
he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  intricate 
study  of  medicine.  In  1873  the  Doctor  com- 
menced to  practice,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
steadily  raised  himself  to  the  top  of  his  profession. 
He  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J. 
Smith,  a daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  Smith,  of 
Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  her  father  being  at  one 
time  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  Lawrence 
County’s  citizens.  Mr.  Smith  served  in  the  Con- 
federate army  through  the  war,  and  was  taken  a 
prisoner  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  died,  his  wife 
following  him  to  the  grave  in  1869.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  have  had  nine  children,  of  whom  one 
son  and  two  daughters  are  still  living.  In  1876 
he  moved  to  Calamine,  Ark.,  where  he  practiced 
for  about  one  year,  and  then  came  to  Ash  Flat, 
where  he  has  been  residing  ever  since.  His  skill 
as  a physician  has  given  him  a large  ]>ractice,  and 
as  an  individual  he  has  won  a host  of  friends.  He 
is  a self-made  man  in  the  true  sense  of  that  term, 
and  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  success  which 
has  fallen  to  his  lot.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M. , of  Ash  Flat,  since  1880,  holding  the 
offices  of  Secretary,  Junior  Warden,  and  at  the 
present  time  Senior  Deacon.  He  also  belongs  to 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  50,  Evening  Shade,  and 
was  at  one  time  Master  of  Third  Tail.  He  is  now 
a Royal  Arch  Captain,  and  a member  of  Eastern 
Star,  Adah  Chapter  No.  32,  of  Ash  Flat.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Honor,  and  has  been  Protector  and  Treasurer. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  he  for  a period  of 
twenty-two  years,  and  Mrs.  Durham  for  fifteen 
years. 

Wiley  Marshal  Edwards,  a leading  farmer, 
was  bom  in  Wilson  County,  Tenn.,  January  8, 
1836,  where  he  was  reared  and  received  his  lim- 
ited education.  In  1859,  while  yet  unmarried,  he 
started  West  to  seek  his  fortune,  locating  in  Sharp 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His 
parents  were  Michael  and  Sarah  (Bennett)  Ed- 
wards, who  were  born  in  Tennessee  in  1812  and 


1815,  respectively,  his  father  having  died  in  18^^() 
in  Tennessee,  where  he  had  always  resided,  with 
the  exception  of  1871  and  1872,  when  he  was  in 
Arkansas;  the  mother  of  Wiley  died  in  Tennessee  in 
1876.  His  grandfather,  William  Edwards,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  but  came  to  Tennessee 
in  an  early  day.  In  this  family  there  were  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah  (residing 
in  Tennessee),  Rebecca  (residing  in  Tennessee), 
Robert  H.  (residing  in  Jackson  County,  Ark.),  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the  second 
child.  In  - June,  1861,  Mr.  Edwards  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  Army,  Company  E,  Twenty-tirst 
Arkansas  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Nunn,  and  served 
for  four  years,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Cor- 
inth, Miss.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Sharp  County,  and  married  Mrs.  Maria  (Simson) 
Barnett,  a widow,  in  1874;  she  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  resides,  in  1849,  and 
died  in  1879.  By  this  marriage  there  were  three 
children,  John  B.,  Marshall  W.,  William  O.  In 
1880  he  married  Anna  Lock,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
she  having  been  born  in  1858.  They  have  six  chil- 
dren: James  C.,  George,  Etta,  Orra  and  two  not 
named.  Mr.  Edwards  has  800  acres  of  land, 
about  200  cultivated,  located  on  Strawlierry  River. 
This  is  a fine  stock  farm.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a mem- 
ber of  Maxville  Masonic  Lodge,  and  is  a Democrat, 
having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Scott. 

Charles  W.  English,  a farmer,  of  Union  Town- 
ship, four  miles  west  of  Ravenden  postoffice,  was 
born  in  Sharp  County,  Ark.,  June  19,  FS50,  the 
son  of  Edward  N.  and  Sarah  (Hudspeth)  English. 
Edward  N. , a farmer,  of  English  descent,  was  born 
in  Tennessee;  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
erate army,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  died  at  Alton, 
111.,  in  1864.  He  came  from  Tennessee,  with  his 
parents,  to  Sharp  County,  in  an  early  day,  bis 
father  being  one  of  the  first  settlers.  Our  subject's 
grandfathers  were  Samuel  Hudspeth  and  Stephen 
English.  His  mother  was  born  in  1826,  and  reared 
in  what  is  now  Sharp  County;  she  is  yet  living, 
and  the  mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  Charles 
W.  was  the  eldest.  He  was  educated  in  the  com 
moil  schools  of  Sharp  County;  in  1867  married 
Miss  Sarah  Williford,  who  was  born  in  1850,  and 
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reared  in  Sharp  County,  and  died  in  1871.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  children,  none  of  whom 
are  Rving.  He  married  IVIiss  Mollie  Fair  in  1873: 
she  was  born  in  Sharp  County  in  1857,  and  died 
in  1883.  By  this  marriage  he  has  four  children, 
three  living:  Green  T.  E.,  Saphronia  and  Rhoda 

B.  In  June,  1888,  he  married  Miss  Nancy  S. 
Howard,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ark., 
in  1860.  Mr.  English  has  resided  where  he  now 
lives  since  1878,  having  270  acres  of  land,  about 
sixty  acres  on  Spring  River  bottom,  all  in  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  a Democrat,  having  cast  his  tirst  pres- 
idential vote  for  Greeley,  and  is  a good  citizen, 
highly  respected  and  well-to  do. 

David  R.  Ford,  a well-known  farmer,  ginner 
and  miller,  of  Sullivan  Township,  was  born  in 
Smith  County,  Tenn. , in  1827,  and  is  a son  of 
James  G.  and  Martha  (Rowland)  Ford,  of  Smith 
County,  born  in  1803  and  1802,  respectively.  The 
parents  lived  in  that  county  until  the  year  1844, 
and  then  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  on  White 
River,  in  what  is  now  Stone  County,  where  they 
lived  among  the  early  settlers  for  the  rest  of  their 
days.  The  father  died  in  1866,  and  the  mother  in 
1868,  both  members  of  the  Methodist  faith.  The 
elder  Ford  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Seminole  War,  in  Florida.  He  was 
a son  of  Zachary  Ford,  of  Virginia,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  where  he 
farmed  and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a great  many  years.  The  Ford  family  are  of 
French  descent.  David  Rowland,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Ford,  was  born  and  reared  in  North 
Carolina,  and  was  also  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Smith  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  David  R.  Ford  is  the  third  child  of 
three  sons  and  live  daughters,  and  moved  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas  with  his  parents  in  1844.  In 
1855  he  was  married  to  Martha  P.  Headstream, 
daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Headstream.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Sweden,  and  a sailor  for  a 
number  of  years  before  coming  to  America.  He 
was  married  in  Tennessee,  his  wufe’s  native  State, 
and  moved  to  Phillips  County,  xirk.,  afterward  to 
Monroe  County,  where  ho  died.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford,  of  whom  eight 


sons  and  one  daughter  still  suiwive.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  they  settled  at  a point  about  eight 
miles  above  Batesville,  where  they  resided  until 
February,  1887,  when  Mr.  Ford  concluded  to  move 
to  their  present  farm,  some  ten  miles  south  of 
Evening  Shade.  He  now  has  350  acres  of  land 
under  cultivation,  owning  altogether  about  700 
acres,  besides  operating  a cotton-gin,  corn-mill  and 
thresher,  and  his  present  prosperity  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  enterprise  and  energy.  Before  the  wmr 
Mr.  Ford  was  captain  of  a company  of  militia,  and 
when  the  outbreak  occurred  he  enlisted  in  New- 
ton’s regiment  of  cavalry,  Arkansas’  troops,  and 
served  about  one  year  and  a half.  After  the  Avar 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  auAl  held  the 
office  two  years,  and  in  1874  was  elected  assessor 
of  Independence  County,  a position  he  tilled  with 
distinction  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  a valuable  man  to  his 
party,  being  a strong  supporter  of  his  principles. 

John  C.  Garner,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Sharp  County,  and  postmaster  of  Martin’s  Creek 
postoffice  since  its  establishment  in  1876,  in  his 
residence,  was  born  in  Williamson  County,  Tenn., 
December  4,  1808,  son  of  John  and  Sally  (Coch- 
ran) Garner.  John  Avas  bom  in  Tennessee,  and  w’as 
drowned  in  Spring  River,  Arkansas,  about  1820. 
He  AA’as  one  of  the  hrst  settlers  of  Sharp  County, 
having  come  from  Illinois  about  1818.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  Avas  born  in  Tennessee,  about  1778, 
of  Welsh  descent,  and  died  in  Sharp  County,  near 
1860.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  three 
of  AA’hom  are  noAv  living,  our  subject  being  the  tirst. 
He  was  of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent,  raised  in  Sharp 
County,  and  neA’er  saAV  a schoolhouse  till  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  never  went  to  school.  John  C. 
has  been  a resident  of  Sharp  County  since  about 
1818;  he  helped  to  clear  the  farm  on  Avhich  he 
reside.s,  and  endured  many  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life.  He  was  a noted  hunter,  and  shot 
many  deer  Avhere  Monmouth  Spring  Village  uoav 
stands.  In  1828  he  married  Miss  AiTena  Gray, 
born  in  Boone  County,  Mo.,  in  May,  1811,  and 
who  died  in  1854;  .she  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren (five  of  Avhom  are  living):  Milton  (deceased), 
Redman  (deceased),  Sally  (deceased),  Hiram,  Bet- 
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sey  (wife  of  William  Ratcliff),  Lewis  (deceased), 
-Calvin  (deceased),  Nancy  (wife  of  Elijah  Ratcliff), 
Helena  (wife  of  James  A.  Graves)  and  Harden.  In 
1857  John  C.  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Farris)  Rice, 
who  was  born  and  rai.sed  in  Tennessee.  She  was 
born  in  1805,  and  died  in  1887.  Our  subject  has 
resided  on  the  place  he  now  owns,  for  some  forty 
years,  and  has  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  resides 
with  his  son,  Hiram,  who  farms  the  place.  It 
contains  120  acres,  forty  under  cultivation.  Hiram 
was  married,  in  1859,  to  Miss  Martha  Rice,  who 
was  born  in  Tenne.ssee,  in  1837,  and  who  died  in 
1881.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living.  Mary  (deceased),  Sarah  (de- 
ceased), Rosetta  (deceased),  Permetta,  Indiana 
(deceased)  and  Arazana.  Hiram  was  married  the 
second  time  in  October,  1882,  to  Melinda  (Mc- 
Canny)  Brown,  a widow.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  are 
Hiram  and  his  wife.  Hiram  served  in  the  Federal 
army  about  one  year,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
constable  two  years.  John  C.  is  a Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Martin  Van 
Biiren.  Hiram  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Bell,  of  Tennessee. 

John  L.  Gawf  is  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Wash- 
ington Township,  and  grandson  of  Edmond  Gawf, 
of  North  Carolina,  who  died  in  Tennessee.  John’s 
father,  George  W.  Gawf,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
in  1818,  and  went  when  a boy  with  his  parents  to 
Tennessee,  where  he  married.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  in  1852  he  went  to  Carroll  County,  Ark.,  and 
to  Sharp  County  in  1864,  where  he  is  still  living. 
He  is  of  Dutch  descent.  His  wife  was  Mary  A.  Doss, 
born  in  1819,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  William,  James  P. . Margaret 
Stoddard,  Mary  Ann  Montgomery,  Jerusha  Shaw, 
and  John  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  eld- 
est, who  was  born  in  Henderson  County,  Tenn., 
December  25,  1840;  he  was  raised  until  eleven 
years  of  age  in  Tennessee,  where  he  received  part 
of  his  schooling,  and  the  remainder  in  Sharp  Coun- 
ty. In  1867  he  married  Miss  Margaret  C.  John- 
son, who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  Knox  County,  in 
1847,  and  whose  father  was  Jahue  Johnson,  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  old  citizen  of  Sharp  Comity, 


where  he  now  resides,  and  whose  mother  was  Re- 
becca Johnson.  Margaret  is  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living:  William  W. , 

Mary  A.  R.,  Jehu  L.,  John  H.,  Catherine  E., 
James  M. , Samuel  N.  and  Dora  B.  Mr.  Gawf 
has  a farm  of  280  acres,  on  which  he  has  resided 
since  1870,  150  acres  of  which  are  cultivated.  He 
served  in  the  Confederate  Army,  in  Company  G. 
Fourteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  in  the  battles  of 
Pea  Ridge  (Ark.),  Corinth  and  luka  (Miss.),  Delhi 
(La.),  and  various  other  skirmishes,  and  was  dis- 
charged in  1865.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  is  an  influential  citizen  and  well-to  do.  His 
i two  eldest  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  William  A.  Gibson, one  of  Mill  Creek’s  lead- 
I ing  citizens  and  physicians,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ala.,  in  1840.  He  is  a son  of  W.  N.  and 
Nancy  (Crocker)  Gibson,  both  born  in  the  year 
1815,  the  former  in  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  in 
North  Carolina,  and  were  united  in  marriacre  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  where  they  have  resided  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  several  years’  sojourn 
in  Texas.  In  religious  faith  both  parents  have 
been  Primitive  Baptists  for  a great  length  of  time, 
and  the  father  for  a number  of  years  was  tax  col- 
lector and  assessor  of  Walker  County,  Ala.  He 
is  at  present  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  county, 
and  has  held  that  office  several  years,  having 
also  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  for  the 
past  forty  years.  His  father  wus  Jacob  Gibson, 
of  Tennessee,  who  resided  in  Alabama  some  length 
of  time,  but  died  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  The 
father  of  Jacob  Gibson  was  Jacob  Gibson,  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier  of  early  days,  who  died  in  Walker 
County,  Ala.  On  the  mother’s  side,  James  Crock- 
er, Mrs.  W.  N.  Gibson’s  father,  was  an  Irish- 
man, who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when 
a young  man.  His  wife  was  also  a native  of  Ire- 
land, but  they  were  married  in  North  Carolina, 
and,  after  a long  residence  in  .\labama,  both 
died  in  that  State.  Dr.  William  A.  Gibson  is 
the  second  child  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
He  was  educated  at  the  common  schools,  and.  by  a 
close  application  to  his  studies  himself,  and,  after 
having  thoroughly  mastered  his  books,  he  taught 
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school  for  a number  of  years,  in  the  meantime  ’ 
reading  physic  all  the  while.  After  the  war  was 
"bver  he  attended  the  Mobile  Medical  College,  and 
immediately  set  out  to  carve  his  name  in  the  temple 
of  fame.  He  practiced  in  Alabama  until  the  year  ! 
1874,  and  then  moved  to  Sharp  County,  Ark., 
where  he  still  resides.  The  Doctor  owns  160  acres 
of  land  on  Mill  Creek,  of  which  forty-tive  acres  are 
under  cultivation.  When  he  first  arrived  in  Sharp 
County  he  had  very  little,  if  anything  at  all,  in  the 
way  of  wealth,  but.  by  his  shrewdness  in  trading, 
his  energy  and  his  natural  abilities,  besides  being 
a skillful  physician,  he  soon  placed  himself  in  an 
independent  position.  In  1807  the  Doctor  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Eliza  M.  Wilkins,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sidney  Price,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
by  this  marriage  has  one  son,  Ellis  Lee.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  Democratic,  and  gave  his  vote  to  Cleve- 
land in  1888.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.  since  his  twenty-hrst  year,  and  at  pres- 
ent belongs  to  Smithvilie  Lodge  No.  29.  Mrs. 
Gibson  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  for  tw'enty-four  years. 

J.  W.  Graddy  A Bro. , farmers  and  proprietors 
of  a saw-mill,  are  sons  of  Lewis  and  Matilda  (Fort!) 
Graddy.  The  father,  a farmer  of  Scotch  and  Irish  1 
descent,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  died  in  1862. 
His  widow  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  is  now 
living.  They  were  married  in  Alabama,  and  came 
to  Mississippi,  where  they  resided  till  1858,  when 
they  removed  to  Arkansas.  Matilda  is  the  mother 
of  seven  children  (five  now  living):  Edward  F.,  G. 
W.,  Mary  J.  (deceased),  Sarah  F.  (deceased),  Nancy 
C.,  J.  B.  and  J.  W.  J.  B.  Graddy,  the  oldest  child 
and  junior  partner  of  this  firm,  was  born  in  Octo- 
ber, 1846,  in  Alabama.  He  lived  in  Mississippi 
till  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when  he  came  to  Sharp 
County,  Ark.  He  attended  school  in  both  States. 
In  October,  1865,  he  married  IMiss  Mahala  E.  Bell, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1845;  they  have  had 
seven  children:  Lewis  W. , Charles  S. , Clara  E. , 
Margaret  C.,  John  H. , George  W.  and  Lucy  E. 
Mr.  Graddy  served  all  through  the  war,  a part  of 
the  time  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  Capt.  Nunn’s 
company,  and  the  remainder  in  the  Union  army. 
He  has  eighty  acres  of  land,  twenty  acres  being 


under  cultivation.  J.  W.  Graddy,  the  second  child,  ! 
and  senior  partner  of  this  firm,  was  born  in  Ala-  ! 
bama,  August  8,  1848,  and  received  his  education  I 
in  Mississippi  and  Sharp  County.  Ark.  In  1869 
he  married  Miss  Alice  Hamilton,  who  was  born  in 
Arkansas  in  1849.  Their  family  consists  of  six 
children:  William  A.  (deceased),  Benjamin  F., 

James  P. , Winnie  A.,  Martin  L.  and  Artie  M.  He 
has  eighty  acres  of  land,  about  thirty-five  being 
under  cultivation.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 

F.  In  1887  this  firm  erected  a saw  mill  and  cot-  ; 
ton-gin  at  a cost  of  S2,000,  the  capacity  of  the  mill 
being  8.000  feet  per  day.  Both  are  good  business 
men.  and  have  secured  a good  trade.  They  are 
Democrats  in  politics,  and  J.  W.  served  one  term 
as  justice  of  the  peace. 

William  P.  Hamilton,  of  the  firm  of  Hamilton 
& Tindel,  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  Hamilton 
flour  and  saw  mills  and  rail  factory,  one  mile 
east  of  Evening  Shade,  was  born  in  Independence 
^ County  in  1850,  and  is  a son  of  James  A.  aud  I 
i Catherine  E.  (Metcalf)  Hamilton,  natives  of  North 
I Carolina,  and  born  in  1822  and  1830,  respectively. 
The  parents  were  married  in  that  State,  and  in 
1849  moved  to  Independence  County,  Ark.  The  i 
following  year  they  came  to  what  is  now  Sharp  , 
County,  and  located  near  Evening  Shade,  and  in 
1868  the  family  .settled  on  the  farm  where  William 
P.  Hamilton  now  resides.  The  saw- mill  was 
erected  in  1865,  and  purchased  by  the  elder  Ham- 
ilton in  1868,  who  immediately  established  a flour- 
mill and  rail  factory,  w’hich  business  he  continued 
with  great  success  until  his  death,  in  1884.  The 
present  firm,  however,  was  established  in  1872. 
The  flour- mills  have  a capacity  of  100  bushels  of 
wheat  and  200  bushels  of  corn  per  day;  the  saw- 
mill a capacity  of  1,200  feet  of  lumber  per  day. 

' The  elder  Hamilton  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & i 
A.  M. , Evening  Shade  lodge,  and  with  his  wife  at- 
tended the  Christian  Church  a great  number  of 
years.  Mrs.  Hamilton,  who  is  still  living,  is  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  K.  Metcalf,  of  North  Carolina; 
he  was  born  in  that  State  in  1808,  moving  to  Iiule-  j 
pendence  County  in  1849,  where  he  resided  six 
years,  and  then  came  to  what  is  now  Sharp  County.  | 
His  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 


▼ 


1 


Tiiih  lo,  :p{(^aiu 




lirrrfo  i,£Pj^^.vs4j/4f  .J.I.rnG  7/  i1.  -,noiJi4vli)Bo  iyf)o«  i 9a«MK^'.»sI.4^rtj 

'.il/'.  ...  li.  i..»OAt».^KOMio?f'f*iw  iv^v  ray^n^dl  i»nA.  .«lwlv  <vlt  lijs  r.m’cdq 


no,h.>..U  ,.M  3 W'Ssrr/.  KflA ■ »rfi  UJ.»ian6  erf 

(!!•/!  cl  JiA  /rSarfv’>qTfai8  ,I..iu  nl  .^UiaT^NOJflf  t-<rf 

r .d  M ^ .,t^.v^^..»i^^.n.^K•eni^A  »o'm.>«s  ed  , »uld  Iil«»j  «i 

Ti*.  V.  'J»u«nr,n  ^^irr.,.1  fi-UIT  nl  frJie0M4if  t-'^w 

Ie  M erti/.  (.<!».  -i  niitfcW  ..A  fSivtiJiV/  ,>J  «»UMl  »VM>  ‘5*'*’’^'^  IIIK  w bi)»no  , 

1->  o 1 ,.rf/v.  -t  ..t-.wui  A ^i  ‘VU  f.laij  al,,0tl^citdi'>jtfi  \i  ^ioooD.| 

..io-,  f>u«  aim.v*-  ft  nna  iJt  --H  s irf  ...  >fir,v-tJe  %id  Mnr^y*  'jxxw 

ll'in  -H<.I  I.i  -.  -'di  aHHAKSj  iu  ft-  fa  an^.iio.?  mA  ho0  ««<»  ««*  . 

r.M  .|.;otI  .x«t>  )‘..i  ,W.VOCi(K?^'<^ti»d  HA  ow^  *»«*.  ».i 

OtB  •/..J'J’-'  l »'.*f«.*Kft»^-  <rr«rt"  1;’"’ 

m'i‘^1  rtiw  {.H»/a'>-  f«nfi 


H»  I fi,,if«hIUW'  .K  Asiia  -tetlrf. - witx^ 


V,  .n,,.,-..  btf«  -t^W  *:,}  --.T'.®:'Sit  .»i.g  ».W 

,i,u,  oa,.  .i-ioir...!  !.=i  i>.ia-.!ii«*.«‘t.ii>  t>««“  •■*  It*; ® »**' 

.v.fl,!.n«ni„ii  oiMUMW  .oMdK  aiiii»»a  •«r^li  ,;**r  •**  » jL 

1.  >.  n....  ,!  I,p»  .OU-8I  «i  ^ „.vK.*^!  «ssWJ  .mtutirna 

.iiTO’4  IK  . i fi.  'ii'  i»Hi«ti.If-(««».3*t>  .S  oaH'JiitoO  . plit3 "*M 

v(«awi«  ,.«»|.  l*«i»tW«*rfi»i»  .»*1ileM'5  I,  , ,rt«io«t  **,2^.  'T'St'S?*" 

ui  t.,-„  toil.  .1.  M'WA  ■«»  ■'.“'r  ;_4 

-1~(.  ,,,,,.»;i6M-f-v'<4.«fciI  :6l  bafCim  wat  ('tooarB6li,|f>3j:  bao  »m(a!o«^ 


XTf*  '-•I  ucjrvMT  .-!>>■»  , — - _ ***•  ' ■ V-  ■ 


!u  tar.  M'ii..a.gi>‘«"'a ,■!««■  tote-vl  Imf  .■<.»K>t)  ' .S8M,a(  oi  a»»J  ««w  ,iu- 


lU  r*U4'  i^i.Uniri  Vl  ^ r.-  | ^ ^ UT 

■ • ■-  - '• '^  - '■*■  * -i^-.>rru)oi  Aiw  y.e^  ««*Hi 


-ft;?/'  ilfCfv-V' •f'if-  fiil’I.  V7fui 


.i) 


-c 


“nl[*  :mv.j 0/  Holli  .;««irfajltA.pl  E^Toww^tA^; 

m iiim  ^ ,0,.  -a  ^ 

«dT  « ,.!in.b  4d  rfiiw  J y.u0!S 

i'TdX  nl  .vn-ia  .,»BW«nvj  ; 

io'.l^h^r,i>sn  ‘yoriim^o  ^ a.Ad-#ar.T;<.It  eirinojeaitAq 

. »TR^  ox*r  . ^iib  l^^n  ,iito{)  Jo  Klerfa^Nl  m>2  fooK  aBed^*-  [ sf  bwii  />H  -d^aarfaJA  m ,6^1 

..b  16  VJ}08<1TO  ft  IVm  l qpftrf«{  pd aOM»6 drf,  \o  m 

y;  '-f  .A  loi.tom  ftKftv..nc>^iiatBJd[  v^MeedX  I diod 

-Vft  aJbft  pio  rfi:w  Iio»  6fw4«  Sdi^va  , JA  A ^djm 


fe^f>f«aV  arf  .ei^at'oi  ftwwbfiati  q»  aifit^Jgo3  edd  nt  eiatd 

m"^" 


mi 


IlliV'  . ri  ■" ' i 


SHARP  COUNTY. 


745 


years.  William  P.  Hamilton  was  married,  in  1S7“2, 
-to  Ruth  J. , daughter  of  Y’onng  and  Jane  Richie. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Mississippi,  where  her  mother- 
died  when  the  daughter  was  very  young,  and 
where  the  father  still  resides.  She  moved  to 
Arkansas  with  an  uncle,  and  was  here  mariied  to 
Mr.  Hamilton.  This  union  has  given  them  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  lived 
on  the  old  farm  ever  since  1S68,  and  has  about 
forty-tive  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  owning 
altogether  160  acres.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
since  1874,  holding  the  offices  of  secretary  and 
grand  secretary  during  that  time.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Evening  Shade  Masonic  Lodge,  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  junior  warden,  master  and  several 
others.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  wife  and  oldest  son 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  They  are 
a well-known  family  in  this  vicinity,  and  are  held 
in  the  hitrhest  esteem  bv  their  neighbors. 

E.  G.  Henderson,  editor  of  the  Sharp  County 
Record,  was  born  in  Catoosa  County,  Ga.,  in  1850, 
and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Sophia  A.  C.  (Ussery) 
Henderson,  born  in  Halifax  County,  Va. , in  1803, 
and  Charlotte  County,  Va.,  in  1810,  respectively. 
The  parents  were  married  in  North  Carolina  in 
1830,  and  shortly  afterward  settled  in  Virginia. 
They  remained  in  that  State  a few  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Alabama,  and  from  there  to  Georgia, 
where  the  elder  Henderson  died  in  1853.  The 
family  continued  in  Georgia  several  years  after  the 
father’s  death,  and  in  1856  moved  to  Izard  County, 
Ark.  From  that  place  they  changed  their  residence 
to  Batesville,  where  they  resided  until  18()9,  and 
then  moved  to  Little  Rock.  A few  years  later  the 
mother  came  to  Evening  Shade,  where  she  still 
lives.  She  is  a daughter  of  John  Ussery,  a native 
of  Virginia,  who  enli.sted  in  the  War  of  1812,  but 
who  never  engaged  in  active  service,  as  peace  was 
declared  shortly  after  his  entrance  into  the  ranks. 
E.  G.  Henderson  is  the  youngest  of  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living.  He 
was  educated  in  Batesville,  and  in  his  eighteenth 
year  went  to  Little  Rock,  where  he  remained  one 
year,  learning  the  printer’s  trade.  He  then  moved 
to  Jacksonjiort,  and  farmed  in  Jaek-on  County  for 
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two  seasons,  but  as  the  sea  is  to  the  mariner,  so  was 
printer’s  ink  to  young  Henderson,  and  he  gave  up 
his  agricultural  pursuits  to  enter  the  office  of  the 
Herald,  in  Evening  Shade,  as  a compositor.  He 
remained  in  that  capacity  until  the  year  1874.  and 
j then,  in  partnership  with  J.  W.  Clark,  he  estab- 
lished the  North  xArkansa.s  Democrat.  In  1879 
: he  was  made  postmaster,  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  and  .stationer’s  business,  con- 
I tinning  in  that  until  1882.  when  he  was  elected 
' treasurer  of  Sharp  County,  and  held  the  office  for 
i two  years.  In  1884  he  purchased  the  Sharp  Countv 
I Record,  -which  paper  he  still  edits  and  publishes. 

I and  has  not  only  made  it  the  leading  exponent  of 
! Democratic  principles  in  Sharp  County,  but  also  a 
j magnificent  news  gatherer.  Mr.  Henderson  was 
married  in  September,  1879.  to  Miss  Minnie  Tur- 
ney, daughter  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  M.  and  Isabella 
B.  Turney,  now  residents  of  South  Dakota.  Mrs. 
Henderson  was  born  in  Mattoon,  111.,  and  died 
June  23,  1889,  at  her  home  in  Evening  Shade. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  of  whom 
two  are  still  living.  5Ir.  Henderson  is  a member 
of  Evening  Shade  Lodge  No.  143,  A.  F.  A A.  M. , 
“Rural  ’’  Royal  Ai-ch  Chapter  No.  50;  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  K.  of  H.  His  eldest  brother  served  in  the 
Confederate  armv,  and  fought  almost  throuo-h  the 
entire  war.  He  was  killed  in  1864,  about  twenty- 
five  miles  above  Batesville,  on  the  White  River,  by 
a scouting  party.  Another  brother,  Charles  E.. 
gave  two  years’  service  to  the  Confederate  cause, 
and  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Augusta. 
Ark.,  in  1865,  but  recovered,  and  is  now  a farmer 
of  Sharp  County.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Henderson, 
although  very  near  the  advanced  age  of  eight}- 
years,  is  still  living  and  is  as  active  and  capable  of 
doing  as  much  work  as  many  other  women  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  younger.  Mr.  Hender.son.  in  the 
rush  and  hurry  of  his  active  life,  still  finds  the 
time  to  devote  to  her,  and  though  stern  to  the  out- 
side world  as  a rule,  he  is  one  of  the  rrentle.-^t  of 
sons. 

Thomas  I.  Herrn.  teacher,  also  a farmer  and 
stock  dealer  in  Highland  Townshij),  was  born  in 
Independence  (now  Izard)  County,  in  18()1.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Malinda  (Finley)  Herrn.  of 
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Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  respectively,  who  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Independence  County.  The 
father  was  a farmer  l)y  occupation,  who  died  in  Ozark 
County,  Mo.,  in  1863.  He  was  a son  of  Thomas 
Herrn,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Arkansas.  His  wife’s  ' 
father  was  Isaac  Finley,  who  settled  in  Izard  I 
County,  Ark.,  at  a very  early  day,  and  died  there  ■ 
in  the  year  1865.  Thomas  I.  Herrn  received  but 
little  schooling  until  his  thirteenth  year,  and  then  at- 
tended Evening  Shade  high  school  for  three  years.  | 
He  subsequently  went  to  the  State  University  at 
Fayetteville,  and  afterward  taught  school  himself 
for  four  years.  In  1883  he  was  married  to  Kate,  a 
daughter  of  James  P.  and  Julia  Cochran,  whose 
history  appears  in  this  volume.  By  this  marriage 
he  has  had  one  son  and  two  daughters,  the  latter 
living.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Herrn  moved  to 
Evening  Shade,  and  taught  school  for  two  years, 
but  gave  that  occupation  up  to  commence  farming 
at  South  Fork.  He  now  has  600  acres  of  land, 
with  about  seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation, 
which,  on  his  arrival,  was  destitrrte  of  improve- 
ment. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  is  zealous 
in  upholding  the  principles  of  that  party.  IMr. 
Herrn  is  one  of  that  type  of  men  who  present  a 
strong  example  for  the  younger  generation  to  fol- 
low. He  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  and  went  to  work  for  §8  a month, 
on  a farm. 

Jasper  N.  Higginbottom,  whose  success  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  has  seldom  been  equaled, 
was  born  in  Independence  County,  in  1846.  His 
parents  wmre  James  and  Nancy  (Ward)  Higginbot- 
tom. who  were  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1801.  and 
South  Carolina,  in  1S09,  respectively,  and  were 
married  in  Perry  County,  Tenn.,  about  the  year 
1840.  The  parents  moved  to  Independence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  in  1846,  and  four  or  five  years  later 
changed  their  residence  to  Lawrence  County,  where 

the  father  died.  The  elder  Hicrginbottom  was  a ' 

7 . . . . i 

well-known  boatman  on  the  Ohio  and  Mi.ssi.^sippi  | 

Rivers,  and  in  his  later  days  quite  an  extensive 

farmer.  His  father  was  Oglesbury  Higginbottom. 

a native  of  Ireland.  The  mother  of  Jasper  died 

in  1877,  in  the  religious  faith  of  the  Christian  i 

Church.  Jas[)er  was  the  eighth  child  of  eight  sons  | 


and  six  daughters,  of  whom  only  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  are  yet  living.  His  education  was  some- 
what limited  on  account  of  the  facilities  for  attend- 
ing school  not  being  so  good  as  thev  are  at  the 
present  day,  but  his  natural  shrewdness  and  quick- 
ness of  comjwehension  made  up  for  any  deficiency 
in  that  res[)ect.  In  1868  he  wms  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Wilmuth,  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
ll'ilmuth,  of  Kentucky,  and  by  this  marriage  has 
had  twelve  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living. 
Mr.  Higginbottom  continued  to  reside  in  Lawrence 
County  until  1877,  when  he  moved  to  his  ju-esent 
farm,  in  Sharp  County,  where  he  owns  about  6(10 
acres  of  land,  and  has  some  120  acres  under  culti- 
vation. In  addition  to  his  farm,  he  deals  in  stock 
on  an  extensive  scale,  and  has  the  rejmtation  of 
being  one  of  the  best  men  in  the  business  in  that 
section.  He  is  noted  for  his  fair  dealing  in  all 
business  transactions,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular men  in  Sharp  County.  In  politics.  Mr.  Hig- 
ginbottom is  a Democrat,  and  that  party  has  in 
him  a representative  who  strongly  supports  their 
principles  and  men. 

Russel  Jordan,  justice  of  the  peace,  a prosper- 
ous farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  the  voungest  of 
three  sons  and  six  daughters.  He  was  born  in  St. 
Clair  County,  Ala.,  December  22,  1827,  and  is  the 
son  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (Deerman)  Jordan,  of 
South  Carolina,  where  they  were  reai'ed  and  mar- 
ried. The  parents  removed  to  St.  Clair  County, 
Ala.,  soon  after  their  marriage,  where  the  father 
died  when  Russel  vvas  but  two  or  three  years  old. 
The  mother  married  a second  time,  her  next 
husband  being  Peter  Roadland.  who  died  shortly 
before  Russel  left  St.  Clair  County,  and  the  moth- 
er’s death  occurring  after  the  war.  The  elder 
Jordan  wms  a farmer,  and  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  fighting  under  Gen.  Jackson  at  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans.  He  was  of  Irish  descent,  as  was 
also  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jordan.  William  Deerman. 
Upon  looking  over  the  thousands  of  schools  and 
colleges  now  in  every  part  of  our  coitntry,  it  is 
hard  to  conceive  the  diiliculty  that  early  settlers 
had  to  contend  wfith  in  order  to  procure  an  educa- 
tion for  their  children.  Btit  the  facilities  then 
were  not  near  what  they  are  now.  and  where  there  is 
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no  excuse  for  any  civilized  being  to  be  uneducated 
at  the  present  day,  at  that  period  it  was  entirely 
different,  and  the  children  who  were  eager  for  an 
education,  in  the  unsettled  portions,  were  unable  to 
attend  school.  This  was  the  case  of  Russel  Jor- 
dan, but,  though  .seriously  handicapped  as  he  was, 
he  managed  to  obtain  a few  years’  study  at  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  when  unable  to  attend,  applied 
himself  to  his  books  and  mastered  what  he  desired 
to  learn.  On  January  ‘2,  1847,  he  was  married  to 
Martha,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Jane  Watson,  of 
North  Carolina,  Avho  moved  to  Sharp  County,  in 
1852,  where  they  have  since  died.  Mrs.  Jordan 
was  born  in  St.  Clair  County,  Ala.,  w’here  her 
parents  resided  some  time,  and  died  in  1861.  Six 
children  w'ere  born  to  this  marriage,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living.  His  second  marriage  was  in  1862 
to  Nancy  J. , daughter  of  Harvey  D.  and  Josephine 
Worthington,  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky, 
respectively.  The  parents  moved  to  Arkansas, 
about  the  year  1856,  and  settled  in  Prairie  Coun- 
ty, where  the  father  died.  Mrs.  Worthington  is 
now  residing  in  Kentucky,  her  daughter’s  birth- 
place.  Seven  sons  and  four  daughters  were  born 
to  Mr.  Jordan’s  second  marriage,  all  of  them  still 
living,  and,  remembering  his  early  experience  in 
attending  school,  he  has  spared  no  pains  in  giving 
them  the  best  education  obtainable.  In  1852  he 
moved  to  Mississippi,  and  from  there  to  what  is 
now  Sharp  County.  Ark.,  the  following  year, 
where  he  settled  on  a farm.  His  land  at  that  time 
had  but  seven  or  eight  acres  cleared,  but  now  he 
has  over  100  acres  cleared  and  under  cultivation, 
and  owns  about  210  acres  altogether,  all  the  result 
of  his  own  industry  and  good  management.  Mr. 
Jordan  is  a well-known  and  popular  man  in  his 
vicinity,  and  mingles  in  public  life  considerably, 
having  for  the  past  thirty  years  held  several  public 
offices,  such  as  deputy  sheriff,  justice  of  the  peace 
(his  present  official  capacity)  and  others.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  a stanch  adherent 
to  that  ])arty.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  war,  becoming  a member  of  Col. 
Freeman’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  performed 
some  excellent  work  in  a number  of,  battles.  Mr. 
Jordan  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , and  has 


been  master  a great  many  years  of  Curia  Lodge 
No.  144.  He  also  belongs  to  “ Rural  ” Royal  Arch 
Chapter  No.  50,  at  Evening  Shade,  and  has  held 
several  of  the  offices,  and  is  a member  of  Eastern 
Star,  having  been  for  some  time  past  w'orthy 
patron.  At  one  time  he  wms  commissioned  to  or- 
ganize chapters  of  his  fraternity  throughout  Nojth  j 
Arkansas,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  quite  a ! 
number.  | 

John  B.  McCaleb,  a prominent  attorney  at 
Evening  Shade,  wms  born  at  Evening  Shade,  Ark. , 
October  24,  1856.  He  is  a son  of  Col.  James  | 
H.  and  Frances  A.  ( Jenkins)  McCaleb,  of  Knox  i 
County,  Tenn. . and  Bow'ling  Green,  Kv. , respect- 
ively. The  mother  was  married  in  her  fourteenth  i 
year  to  William  French,  and  soon  after  moved  to 
Little  Rock.  After  a short  residence  in  that  place.  - 
they  came  to  Evening  Shade,  at  a time  wffien  there  ■ 
were  but  one  or  two  families  living  there,  and 
where  Mr.  French  died.  In  1854  Mrs.  French 
was  married  to  Col.  McCaleb,  who  had  come  from 
Tennessee,  and  both  have  resided  in  Evening 
Shade  up  to  the  time  of  their  death.  The  father 
was  a farmer  and  hotel  pro])rietor  for  twenty- five 
years,  and  was  one  of  the  best-known  hotel  men  in 
Northeast  Arkansas.  In  earlier  days  the  elder  j 
McCaleb  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

He  served  almost  through  the  entire  war,  and  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a soldier  in  different  capaci- 
ties in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  militia  in  the  home  guards  stationed  ' 
at  Pocahontas.  He  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M. , and  was  master  of  Evening  Shade  Lodge 
for  a number  of  years.  Col.  McCaleb’ s father  was 
James  H.  5IcCaleb.  of  North  Carolina,  who  died 
in  Evening  Shade  after  a few  years’  residence. 

Col.  McCaleb’ s forefathers  originally  came  from 
North  Ireland  to  this  country,  and  the  lineage  of 
that  family  extends  l>ack  to  the  earlier  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  father  of  Col.  McCaleb’s 
wife  was  William  Jenkins,  a Kentuckian,  who 
moved  to  Illinois  at  an  early  period,  and  ilied 
there  about  the  year  1876.  His  daughter.  5Irs. 
McCaleb,  had  three  children  by  each  husband,  of 
whom  John  McCaleb  is  the  oldest  of  three  brotli 
ers — sous  bv  the  last  husband.  John  McCaleb 
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was  educated  at  Evening  Shade,  and  began  life 
for  himself  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  1878 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon. 
Sam  H.  Davidson,  teaching  school  in  the  mean- 
time. In  1881  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by 
Judcfe  R.  H.  Powell,  and  since  then  has  practiced 
his  profession  in  Sharp,  Izard,  Fulton  and  Baxter 
Counties,  also  holding  a license  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  promising  attorneys  in  Sharp 
County.  On  January  10,  1883,  he  was  married  to 
Allie,  daughter  of  Col.  Joseph  L.  Abernethy.  and 
has  had  four  children  by  this  marriage,  one  son 
and  two  daughters  still  living.  Mr.  McCaleb 
owns  some  town  property,  besides  about  1,500 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Sharp  County,  and  his  pros- 
perity is  due  entirely  to  his  own  enterprise  and 
shrewdness.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  is 
chairman  of  the  county  Democratic  Central  Com- 
mittee. He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A. 
M.  since  his  majority,  belonging  to  Evening 
Shade  Lodge  No.  143,  and  has  held  almost  all  of 
the  oflices,  being  master  for  two  terms.  He  is  also 
a member  of  Royal  Arch  ( Rural  ) Chapter  No.  50, 
and  has  been  high  priest.  Also  a charter  member  i 
of  Knights  of  Honor,  and  Knights  & Ladies  of  , 
Honor,  and  is  dictator  of  the  former. 

John  C.  McKinney,  a leading  farmer  of  Law- 
rence County,  Smithville  postoffice,  w’as  born  in 
Alabama,  February  20,  1839,  a son  of  James  and  ; 
Patsey  M.  (Holder)  McKinney.  James  was  bom 
in  North  Carolina,  April  3,  1819,  was  reared  and 
married  in  Alabama,  came  to  Polk  County,  Mo., 
about  1844,  and  in  1857  moved  to  Sharp  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1803.  His 
father,  Francis  McKinney,  of  Scotch  and  Welsh 
descent,  was  born  in  South  Carolina.  He  served 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  dii^d  in 
Polk  County,  Mo.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  born 
in  Alabama  in  1826;  she  died  about  1867,  being 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
livincr:  Thomas  M.,  Elizabeth  A.,  William  B. . 

Samuel  B.,  and  John  C.,  our  subject,  who  came  to 
Polk  County,  Mo.,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  where 
he  received  his  education.  On  March  4.  I860, 
he  married  Lucinda  Daily,  who  was  born  in  Polk  | 


County  in  1839,  and  died  in  September,  1882. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  all  living; 
Sarah  J. , wife  of  William  Hollen;  Melvina  J.,  wife 
.of  Jeff  D.  Estes;  Mary  A.,  Davis  L.,  William  G., 
Dora  J.  In  November,  1SS4,  he  married  Hannah 
Williams,  who  was  born  in  Louisiana  in  1855.  51r. 
McKinney  has  285  acres  of  land,  about  100  culti- 
vated, located  on  Strawberry  River.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  Shaffer's  regiment.  Seventh  Ar- 
kansas Infantry  Volunteers,  and  served  until  May, 
1865.  He  was  a private  the  first  year,  corporal 
the  second,  and  afterward  captain  of  a company 
till  the  close,  when  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
farming.  He  has  been  a resident  of  this  county 
since  1875,  and  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  two  years.  He  is  a Democrat,  having  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Breckinridge.  He  is 
a member  of  Masonic  Lodge  No.  29,  at  Smithvill-\ 
His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

William  C.  Matheny,  retired  farmer  and  ex- 
county jndge,  was  born  in  Roane  County,  Tenn., 
September  9,  1824.  his  parents  being  Samuel  and 
Sytha  (Grimsley)  Matheny.  The  former,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Virginia,  June  18,  1796,  was  a 
son  of  Elijah  and  51ary  (Davis)  Matheny,  natives 
of  Virginia,  the  Mathenys  being  of  French  descent. 
His  parents  moved  in  1799  to  East  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  raised  and  where  Samuel  died  (in 
Overton  county)  in  1881.  The  latter  was  a farmer, 
although  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cal.)i- 
net  trade.  His  wife  Sytha  5Iatheny,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Tenn,.  in  1793,  and  died  in 
Roane  County,  that  State,  in  1838.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Culpeper  County,  Va..  and  moved 
to  Tennessee  in  an  early  day.  She  was  the  mother 
of  twelve  children.  Eleven  grew  to  maturity  and 
married,  and  five  are  now  living,  all  in  Tennessee, 
except  our  subject,  who  also  has  two  half  sisters  and 
one  half  brother  l>y  his  father's  second  marriage. 
His  parents  being  poor,  William  C.  received  but  a 
common  school  edvtcation,  and  that  in  Tennessee, 
where  he  was  raised.  December  13,  1849,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  F.  Terry,  who  has  born  in  what 
is  now  Putnam  County.  Tenn.,  November  9,  1831. 
She  is  ii  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Terry, 
the  father  having  died  in  Tennessee,  n here  the  moth- 
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er  is  still  living,  though  blind.  The  family  of  our 
subject  consists  of  seven  children — Allison  B.,  born 
September  30,  1850;  Sarah  E.,  born  January  14, 
1853,  wife  of  James  4V.  Smith,  of  Sharp  County; 
Mary  A.,  born  November  15,  1855,  wife  of  Milton 
T.  Ofield,  of  Izard  County;  Columbus  D.,  born 
January  14,  1858;  Elijah,  born  July  23,  1861; 
Grimsley  H. , born  April  7,  1866,  and  Ira  J.,  born 
August  24,  1868.  In  May,  1847,  5Ir.  Matheny 
enlisted  in  Capt.  Huddleston’s  Company,  Four- 
teenth Regiment,  United  States  Infantry,  in  Over- 
ton,  Tenn. , and  served  in  the  Mexican  Mar,  being 
with  Gen.  Scott  at  the  taking  of  the  Cit\'  of  Mexi- 
co, participating  also  in  the  battles  of  Contreras, 
Cherubusco,  Melina  Delva.  Castle  of  Chapidtepec, 
and  at  the  gates  of  the  citv,  being  discharged  as 
second  sergeant  at  New  Orleans  July  25,  1848. 
He  now  di’aws  a pension  of  $8  a month.  In  1861 
he  organized  a company  in  Sharp  County,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  Confederate  service  in  September 
of  the  same  year,  and  served  as  captain  until  May 
8,  1862,  when  he  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-col- 
onel of  the  Twenty-first  Arkansas  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, which  position  he  held  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  May  17,  1863,  he  was  captured  at  Vicks- 
burg and  taken  prisoner  to  Sandusky  Bay,  Ohio, 
and  kept  there  till  exchanged,  March  3,  1865,  at 
Richmond,  Va.  At  the  battle  of  Corinth,  IMiss., 
October  3.  1862.  he  received  a bullet  wound  in  the 
left  forearm,  breaking  the  bone.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  representative  of  Lawrence  County  (vrhich 
I then  included  Sharp),  and  served  one  term.  In  1872 
; he  was  again  elected  to  represent  Sharp  County, 

I serving  one  term.  In  1880  he  was  elected  county 
1 and  probate  judge  of  Sharp  County,  and  served  for 
i three  consecutive  terms,  and  is  one  of  Sharp  Coun- 
i ty’s  most  infinential  citizens.  Politically,  he  is  a 
I Democrat,  and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of 
I the  Primitive  Baptist  Church.  He  has  a farm  of 
i 160  acres,  about  70  of  which  are  cultivated, 
j John  S.  Medley,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the 
I extensive  saw  and  planing-mill  and  shingle  factory 
two  miles  south  of  Evening  Shade,  was  born  in 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  1848.  He  is  a son  of  Capt. 
Philip  and  Rachel  (Barnes)  IMedley,  of  Indiana 
and  Kentucky,  respectively,  who  weia*  married  in 


' Indiana,  and  in  1853  removed  to  Fulton  County, 
111.,  and  from  there  to  Schuyler  County,  111.,  after 
' the  war,  where  the  father  died  about  the  year 
1870,  and  his  wdfe  one  year  previous.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Union  Baptist  faith.  The  elder 
Medley  was  a miller  by  occupation,  and  a man  of 
fine  business  ability.  In  1862  he  joined  the  Thir- 
teenth Illinois  Infantry,  and  commanded  Company 
I,  serving  about  six  months,  when  he  was  forced 
to  resign  on  accountjof  poor  health.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  a son  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Medley,  of  Scotch -Irish  descent,  a noted 
preacher  of  Kentucky-,  who  died  in  Illinois.  The 
grandfather  of  John  S.  Medley,  James  Barnes, 
was  a farmer,  and  died  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 
John  S.  Medley  is  the  third  child  of  eight  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  eight  are  yet  living. 
He  received  his  education  partly  at  the  common 
schools  and  by  self-tuition,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  his  ability  was  so  well  recognized  that 
he  was  taken  into  partnership  with  an  extensive 
saw  mill  firm,  and  has  continued  in  that  business 
ever  since.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  busi- 
ness, and  has  met  with  success  in  every  instance. 
In  1869  Mr.  Medley  moved  to  Evening  Shade, 
where  he  resided  up  to  1870,  when  he  married 
Mrs.  Nancy  Sharp,  a widow  lady,  of  Indiana,  who 
died  six  months  after  their  wedding.  In  1889  he 
was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss 
Lily  Green,  of  Illinois.  Mrs.  Medley’s  mother  is 
still  living,  but  the  father  died  when  she  was  a 
vouncr  girl.  Mr.  Meellev  owns  about  1,200  acres 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Evening  Shade,  and  has 
about  125  acres  under  cultivation,  with  several 
good  buildings  and  barns.  His  mills  have  the 
reputation  of  turning  out  some  of  the  best  work  in 
I Sharp  County,  and.  as  a citizen  and  business  man. 
he  enjoys  a popularity  that  must  be  gratifying 
even  to  the  most  egotistjcal,  although  Mr.  Medle} 
is  as  modest  as  he  is  popular.  His  mills  have  a 
capacity  of  about  8,000  feet  of  lumlter,  and  about 
20,000  shingles  per  day,  and  has  also  a planing  at 
tachment.  In  [>olitics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  since  his  matur- 
ity, holding  all  of  the  offices  during  that  period. 

William  G.  Meeks,  a pioneer  farmer  of  Sullii 
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vau  Township,  was  born  in  Breckinridge  County, 
Ky.,  in  1819.  He  is  a son  of  the  Rev.  William 
and  Nancy  (Goatley)  Meeks,  of  North  Carolina  and 
Maryland,  respectively,  who  moved  to  Kentucky, 
and  were  maiTied  there  at  a very  early  day,  and 
when  young  William  was  sixteen  years  old.  settled 
in  Spencer  County,  Ind.,  where  the  father  died 
about  1846.  and  the  mother  some  time  afterward, 
in  Illinois.  The  elder  Meeks  was  a Baptist  min- 
ister, and  well  known  for  his  eloquence  in  the  pul- 
pit. He  is  a son  of  Priddy  Meeks,  of  North  Car- 
olina, who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky, 
and  an  associate  of  the  famous  Daniel  Boone. 
William  G.  Meeks’  grandfather,  John  Goatley,  was 
a native  of  Scotland,  who  came  to  America  with 
his  parents  when  four  years  old.  He  served  through 
the  Revolutionary  War,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  in  which  he  was  badly  disabled,  and  died  in 
Kentucky,  with  honors  showered  upon  him  for  his 
record  through  that  period.  William  G.  Meeks  is 
the  seventh  child  of  eight  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  in  his  youth  received  a very  limited  education, 
as  the  facilities  for  attending  school  were  quite 
scarce  in  those  days.  He  commenced  in  life  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and,  in  1843,  was 
married  to  Millie,  daughter  of  Pleasant  and  Re- 
becca Galloway.  Mrs.  Meeks’  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years,  but  the  father- 
died  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  where  Mrs.  Meeks 
was  born.  In  1846  Mr.  iN.leeks  came  to  what  is 
now  Sharp  County,  but  did  not  move  on  his  pres- 
ent place  until  1849,  which  was  then  but  very  little 
improved.  He  now  owns  about  280  acres  of  land, 
with  some  120  acres  under  cultivation,  all  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  energy,  and  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising farmers  of  Sharp  County.  Mr.  Meeks 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  war, 
and  was  enrolled  in  Company  D,  Fourteenth  Ar- 
kansas Infantry,  holding  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 
He  afterward  became  a member  of  Freeman's  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  and  later  took  part  in  Price's 
raids  through  Missouri  and  Kansas.  Mr.  Meeks 
performed  some  creditable  work  during  the  war, 
and  won  a reputation  as  being  a gallant  and  etli- 
cient  soldier.  He  surrendered  at  Jacksonport  in 
June,  1865.  and  returned  to  his  home.  When  Mr. 


I Meeks  first  settled  in  this  vicinity  the  country  was 
; nothing  but  a wilderness,  and  bad  no  inhabitants 
but  a few  venturesome  spirits  like  himself,  who 
were  seeking  a home  in  the  West,  unless,  indeed, 
the  wild  animals  that  infested  the  country  at  that 
time  could  be  called  its  inhabitants.  His  nearest 
postofiice  and  trading  post  was  at  Batesville,  some 
twenty  miles  distant;  but  since  that  period  he  has 
lived  to  see  this  portion  of  Arkansas  grow  up  into 
' a populous  and  thriving  country,  and  can  now  tell 
the  younger  generation  how  the  streets  and  by- ways 
of  the  present  civilization  were  once  the  path  of 
the  fleet-footed  deer  and  the  prowling  wolf.  The 
names  of  Mr.  Meeks’  children  are:  Nancy,  wife  of 
Francis  Kent:  Sarah,  wife  of  A.  J.  Green;  Benja- 
min F. , Thomas  J. , Eliza,  wife  of  J.  E.  G.  Ball, 
and  Willie  Ann,  wife  of  J.  D.  Cargle. 

Isaac  N.  Morgan,  a substantial  farmer  of  Mor- 
gan Township,  is  a uative  of  Tennessee,  having 
been  born  in  Franklin  County  in  1837.  His 
father  was  Harris  Morgan,  who  was  born  in  Ten- 
nessee, in  June,  1810,  and  who  is  now  living  in 
Sharp  County,  Ark.,  where  he  came  in  1840,  iMor- 
gan  Township  being  named  in  his  honor  before  the 
war.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  carried 
on  farming  in  connection  therewith.  His  wife  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  in  1816,  but  died  in  Sharp 
County  in  November,  1881.  She  was  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Isaac,  all  of  whom  reside  in 
Sharp  County.  Isaac  N.  acquired  most  of  his 
education  after  reaching  manhood,  but  received 
; what  little  schooling  he  had  in  Sharp  County.  In 
October,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Salina  Carver, 
who  was  born  in  Mississippi  in  1843.  Her  jiar- 
ents  were  J.  D.  and  Frances  Carver,  natives  of 
Mississippi,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in  1851.  The 
father  is  dead,  but  the  mother  still  lives  in  Sharp 
County.  The  family  consists  of  three  daughters 
and  three  sons:  Tennessee  B.,  Amanda  L.,  5Iary. 
William  T..  Joseph  and  Isaac  B.  Our  subject 
entered  the  Confederate  service  in  1S61.  in  the 
Seventh  Arkansas  Volnnteers.  under  Col.  Robert 
Shaver,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Corinth  and  Bowling  Green,  and  at  the  clo-^e  of 
the  war  returned  to  Sharp  County  and  resumed 
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farming.  He  Las  a good  farm  of  347  acres,  about 
100  of  wLicL  are  under  cultivation.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  both  be  and  bis  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

Judge  Addison  H.  Nunn,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Sullivan  Township,  was  born  in  'Williamson 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1814.  He  is  a son  of  William 
R.  and  Rebecca  W.  (Stone)  Nunn,  the  former  born 
in  Pendleton  District,  S.  C. , about  17S3,  and  the 
latter  in  Mecklenburg,  Ya.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Williamson  County.  Tenn.,  and  resided 
there  until  the  year  1855,  when  they  moved  to 
Texas,  where  the  father  died  in  1802.  The  elder 
Nunn  was  an  extensive  merchant  and  real  estate 
dealer,  and  a very  successful  business  man.  finan- 
cially. He  first  started  in  life  without  a dollar, 
but  by  his  natural  abilities,  shrewdnes.s  in  busi- 
ness transactions  and  enterprise,  he  left  a fortune 
at  his  death.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  three  years,  and  was  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  His  father,  Francis  Nunn,  was  a 
North  Carolinian,  and  when  W illiam  R.  was  about 
three  years  old  removed  hrst  to  Georgia  and  then 
to  the  State  of  Tennessee  in  1800,  where  he  dierl 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  his  wife.  Marcy  (Rice) 
Nunn,  dying  in  Tennessee,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
tive  years.  The  Nunn  family  are  of  French  origin, 
but  on  the  mother  s side  the  familv  are  Engli.‘-h. 
Judge  Nunn’s  grandfather,  William  Stone,  came 
from  England  with  his  parents,  and  settled  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  were  afterwmrd  among  the  first  settlers 
of  iMaury  County,  Tenn.  Judge  Nunn  was  the 
eldest  of  thirteen  children,  who  received  their  edu- 
cation in  the  early  days  at  a log  cabin  school.  In 
1837  he  was  married  to  Amanda,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Catherine  Baxter,  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee,  respectively.  Eleven  children 
were  given  to  this  marriage,  of  whom  four  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  yet  living.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  in  1803,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Bowman,  a widow 
lady,  and  a daughter  of  Merriman  Arnn,  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  his  daughter  was  also  born,  in  Pitt- 
sylvania County.  Ten  children  were  born  to  I)Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Nunn,  of  whom  three  sons  and  five  dauirh 
ters  are  still  living.  In  18-13  Judge  Nunn  moved 
to  Arkansas,  and  pitched  his  tent  upon  the  same 


spot  where  he  now  resides.  This  section  of  Arkan- 
sas was  then  a wilderness,  whose  only  inhabitants 
were  wild  animals,  the  nearest  postoffice  and  trad- 
ing point  being  the  town  of  Batesville,  which  was 
then  a very  small  place.  He  has  made  this  his 
home  ever  since,  and  at  one  time  owned  over  2,000 
acres  of  land.  He  now  owns  about  1,000  acres, 
and  has  100  acres  under  cultivation,  owning  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  Sharp  County.  In  ISGl  he 
organized  Company  I,  and  joined  McCarver’s  reg- 
iment of  Arkansas  infantry,  and  for  the  first  four 
months  was  stationed  at  Pocahontas,  then  at  Fort 
Pillow,  and  lastly  at  Corinth,  where  he  was  dis- 
charged after  six  months’  service.  After  the  war 
he  returned  home,  and  for  several  years  was  justice 
of  the  peace,  an  office  he  also  held  in  Tennes-see. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  county  and  probate  judge 
of  Lawrence  County,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  on  two  different  occasions,  was  re-elected. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Sharp  County, 
and  in  1878  county  and  probate  judge  for  two  years. 
Before  the  war,  J udge  Niinn  established  the  Sithiey 
postotfice,  and  was  postmaster  for  three  years:  and 
after  peace  had  been  declared  he  had  the  office  re- 
stored, and  was  apjminted  postmaster  again.  In 
politics,  he  has  been  a Democrat  ever  since  the  war, 
and  was  a 'Whig  before  that  event.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  1845,  and  a Mason 
several  years  later,  and  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter.  Judge  Nunn  is  well  known  and 
universally  respected  throughout  Northeast  Arkan- 
sas. He  is  one  of  its  oldest  inhabitants,  and  has 
lived  to  see  that  portion  of  the  State  grow  up  from 
its  infancy,  to  be  dotted  with  productive  farm,'.,, 
thriving  towns  and  enterprising  citizens.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since 
his  fourteenth  year,  as  also  were  both  wives,  aud 
was  an  elder  for  over  forty  years. 

Abner  J.  Porter,  judge  of  the  county  and  pro- 
bate court  of  Sharp  County,  and  a leading  attorney 
of  that  place,  was  born  in  Williamson  County. 
Tenn.,  in  the  year  1831.  He  is  the  son  of  W ill- 
iam C.  and  Judith  R.  (Owen)  Porter,  tlu'  foriuer 
born  in  Rockingham  County,  N.  C..  in  1S113.  and 
the  latter  in  Davidson  County,  Tenu.,  in  Gi>4. 
The  parents  were  married  in  W illiamson  County, 
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Term.,  in  1824,  and  resided  there  until  the  year 
183G,  when  they  moved  to  Weakley  County,  Tenn., 
and  from  there  to  Springtield,  Mo.,  in  1856.  In 
I860  they  settled  in  Sharp  County,  Ark.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1878,  and  the  mother  in  1881. 
The  elder  Porter  was  a prominent  farmer  and  a 
leading  citizen  of  Sharp  County  during  his  life,  ' 
and  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  was  a son  of  Dudley  PoiIer,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  removed  to  Tennessee  in  1811, 
and  died  three  months  after  his  arrival.  His 
father  was  John  Porter,  who  lost  another  son  at 
the  battle  of  Charleston,  during  the  Revolution.  : 
Judge  Porter’s  parents  had  eleven  sons,  of  whom 
seven  are  living:  Their  names  are  Robert  G. , a ; 
resident  of  Sharp  County;  William  G. , a tobac- 
conist of  Springfield,  Mo.;  Judge  Abner  J.  Porter;  i 
Rev.  Peter  O. , of  Sharp  County;  Jesse  4V.,  re- 
siding in  the  same  county;  Henry  W. , of  Ran-  i 
dolph  County,  and  Felix  R.,  a prominent  lawwer  of 
Springfield,  Mo.  Five  of  them  gave  their  services 
to  the  Confederate  cause — Abner  J.,  John  W., 
Jesse  M'.,  Benjamin  F.  (who  was  captured  and 
died  in  prison  at  Chicago),  and  Felix  R.  In  his 
youth  Judge  Porter  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation, and  also  applied  himself  to  the  higher 
branches  of  education,  which  he  mastered  without 
the  aid  of  a teacher.  He  had  commenced  the 
study  of  law  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  when  the  war  | 
called  him  from  his  books,  and  he  joined  Capt. 
Thomason’s  company  of  the  Fifty  second  Volunteer 
Tennessee  Infantry.  In  the  spring  of  1802  he  was 
sent  home  on  furlough,  on  account  of  disability,  but  ! 
after  recovering  from  his  afflictions  he  re-joined 
the  army  under  Gen.  Forrest’s  command,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Col.  Wilson’s  Tennessee  regi- 
ment. He  held  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant  in 
Capt.  Dudley’s  company,  and  served  about  one 
year  longer,  taking  part  in  a number  of  engage- 
ments during  that  time.  Judge  Porter  was  mar- 
ried in  Weakley  County,  Tenn.,  in  1800,  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Carter,  a daughter  of  Jerome  and 
Mary  (Matthews)  Carter,  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee,  res{)ectively,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Ada  J., 
William  C. , Thomas  J. , James  O. , Ida  R.,  i\Iary 


E.,  John  W.  and  Granville  D.  In  1807  the 
Judge  arrived  in  Sharp  County,  and  located  at 
Evening  Shade,  where  he  entered  the  grocery  busi 
ness,  and  practiced  law  until  1875.  He  then  set- 
tled on  his  present  place  of  residence,  and  com- 
menced farming,  and  now  has  about  100  acres  un- 
der cultivation,  owning  320  acres  altogether  in  two 
farms.  He  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  Sharp  County,  and  has  also  continued 
the  practice  of  law,  with  gratifying  success,  both 
in  the  justice  and  circuit  courts.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  county  and  probate  courts  for 
two  years,  and  filled  the  office  with  distinction. 
The  soundness  of  his  judgment  and  the  coiTect- 
ness  of  his  views  made  him  the  most  available 
man  for  that  position,  and  he  was  again  elected  in 
1888.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been 
one  all  his  life.  He  is  strong  in  upholding  the 
principles  and  men  of  his  party,  and  is  one  of 
its  stanchest  adherents.  The  Judge  has  been  a 
member  of  Evening  Shade  Lodge  No.  141,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  since  1807,  and  is  also  a member  of 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  52.  at  Evening  Shade. 
He  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church,  while  his  wife 
is  a Presbyterian. 

Elijah  Ratliff  is  a farmer  of  Union  Township, 
near  Martin’s  Creek  postoffice.  His  grandfather 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Pike  County,  Ky. , 
where  he  died.  Robert  R. , the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Kentucky,  about  1810;  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Polly  Edwards,  and  in  1854  emi 
grated  to  Texas  County,  Mo.,  being  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  that  county.  In  1802  he  moved 
to  Arkansas.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war,  was 
captured  and  taken  prisoner  to  Alton,  111. . where 
he  died  in  1806.  His  wife,  who  died  about  1805. 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  our  subject  being 
the  sixth.  He  was  raised  and  received  most  of  his 
schooling  in  Texas  County,  Mo.  In  1871  Elijah 
married  Miss  Nancy  Garner,  who  was  born  in 
Sharp  County,  Ark.,  in  184U.  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Rena  Garner.  They  have  six  children  living: 
John  R. , William  H.,  Martha  E..  Mary  J..  George 
W.  (deceasedl,  Albert  and  James.  ^Ir.  Ratliff 
has  resided  in  Sharp  County  since  1.^70,  aTul  lia" 
about  400  acres  of  land,  about  ninety  of  which  art> 
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under  cultivation,  200  acres  in  Fulton  County, 
Ark.,  and  200  on  Martin’s  Creek.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Cleveland.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Michael  Van  Buren  Shaver,  farmer  and  mer- 
chant, was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  East  Tenn., 
April  7,  1832.  His  parents  were  David  and  Har- 
riet (May)  Shaver.  David,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Sulli- 
van County,  Tenn.,  in  1799,  where  he  always  re- 
sided, and  died  in  1843.  He  was  a son  of  David 
Shaver,  Sr.,  merchant  and  slave  owner,  w'ho  was 
born  in  Buncombe  County,  N.  C.,  and  whose  father 
(Michael’s  great  grandfather),  was  killed  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  Shavers  are  of  French, 
German  and  English  descent.  Michael’s  mother 
was  bom  in  Tennessee,  in  1800,  and  died  in  Sharp 
County,  Ark.,  in  1881;  her  parents  were  Samuel 
and  Catherine  May.  Mr.  May  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, England,  and  was  a physician  by  profession, 
and  a w'ealthy  citizen.  His  wife  was  a Shelby,  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  United  States.  Isaac 
Shelby,  an  uncle  of  Catherine,  was  governor  of 
Kentucky,  and  a noted  man.  Ferdinand  M.  and 
our  subject  are  the  only  children  living  of  a family 
of  eight.  M.  Van  was  raised  in  Tennessee,  where 
he  received  a common  school  education.  <At  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  he  came  to  Independence 
County,  Ark.  The  next  year  he  located  in  Fulton 
Country,  cleared  a farm  in  the  woods,  and  in  May, 
1806,  married  Mary  Livingston.  They  have  had 
five  children  (four  of  wdiom  are  now  living):  Shelby 
L.,  Halt  ie  51.,  Jimmie  (deceased),  Emma  and  flat- 
tie. In  1861  he  raised  a company  of  infantry  in 
Fulton  County,  Seventh  Arkansas,  of  Col.  Robert 
Shaver’s  regiment,  under  Gen.  Hardee;  was  cap- 
tain of  his  company  one  year,  wlien  he  came  home, 
formed  a battalion,  was  elected  major,  and  served  ; 
in  that  capacity  during  the  war.  At  Augusta,  : 
Ark.,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg,  where  the  I 
bullet  still  remains.  He  was  also  with  Gen.  Price 
on  his  raid  through  5Iissouri.  After  the  war  he 
returned  to  Fulton  County,  of  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed sheriff  by  Gov.  5Iiirphy,  and  served  two 
years,  when  he  reutoved  to  where  he  now  resides.  ' 
Ho  has  a natural  stock  farm  of  350  acres,  125  of 


which  are  under  cultivation,  the  same  being  finely 
watered  by  Reed’s  Creek.  In  1880  he  erected  a 
grist  mill  at  a cost  of  $4,000,  and  in  5Iay.  1882.  it 
was  totally  destroyed  by  high  water;  having  no 
insurance,  it  was  a total  loss.  In  1866  he  opened 
! a general  store  where  he  now  resides,  but  retired 
in  1880  on  account  of  health,  and  in  1887  resumed 
' business  in  partnership  with  his  son.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Buchanan.  5Ir.  Shaver  was  entracred  in  a hard 
fight  on  5Iartin’s  Creek,  and  selected  the  battle 
ground  for -the  first  fight  in  Fulton  County. 

Ferdinand  5Iay  Shaver,  farmer  and  merchant, 
two  and  a half  miles  west  of  Grange  postollice,  is 
a brother  of  51.  Van  Shaver,  and  was  born  in 
Sullivan  County,  Tenn.,  July  14,  1836,  where  he 
resided  till  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  received 
I his  schooling,  which  is  very  limited,  and  came  to 
i Arkansas  with  his  parents  in  1850,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  In  1870  he  married  5Iiss  5Iary  J. 
Gardner,  who  wuis  born  in  Lawrence  County.  x5rk. , 
in  1847.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  H.  R. 
and  Susana  Gardner,  her  father  a Baptist  minister, 
who  came  to  Independence  County  in  the  early 
days.  5Ir.  Shaver’s  family  consists  of  six  chil- 
dren, Julia  51.,  Edwin  55,  David  L. , James  F., 
Lulu  B.  and  an  infant.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
served  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a cavalryman, 
from  1862  till  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in 
the  Augusta  figrht.  He  was  engracred  in  business 
in  Fulton  County  previous  to  the  war,  and  in  1867 
opened  a general  store  in  Sharp  County,  where  he 
has  since  been  in  business,  carrying  a valuaWe 
' stock  of  goods.  He  has  about  700  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Sharp  County,  200  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion; 300  acres  in  Independence  County,  and  eighty 
acres  in  Lawrence  County.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Breckinridge. 

Thomas  C.  Sims,  a prominent  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Sullivan  Township,  was  born  in  Ruther- 
ford County,  Term.,  in  1832.  His  parents  were 
the  Hon.  Leonard  H.  and  Louisa  (Beatty)  Sims, 
born  in  North  Carolina  in  1807,  and  5’iiginia  in 
1808,  respectively,  and  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Rutherford  County,  Tenn.  In  1839  the  parents 
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removed  to  a poiut  near  Springlield,  Mo.,  but  in  ' 
1847  returned  to  Tennes.see,  and  in  1859  tliey  came 
to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  where  the  father 
died  in  1880,  and  the  mother  in  Tennessee  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  elder  Sims  was  at  one  time  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  politicians  in  Tennessee.  He 
twice  represented  Rutherford  County  in  the  legis- 
lature, and  from  1842  to  1845  or  1840,  represented 
Greene  County,  Mo.,  in  the  State  legislature. 
During  the  Polk  administration  he  was  a member 
of  the  National  Congress  from  Missouri  (at  large), 
and  in  18G0  was  elected  to  rejrresent  Indej)endence 
and  Stone  Counties  in  the  State  senate.  He  was 
again  .elected  in  1874  for  the  long  term  of  foirr 
years,  and  his  oratory  while  a member  of  that  body 
was  noted  for  its  eloquence.  He  was  a man  of  su- 
perior abilities,  a close  observer  of  men  and  events, 
and  a shrewd  politician,  and  never  suffered  defeat 
in  a political  contest.  When  a member  of  the 
senate  he  served  otr  the  committee  oir  Federal 
returns,  and  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  that 
body,  and  was  also  an  ardent  advocate  for  the  pay- 
ment in  full  of  the  State  debt.  During  his  tirst 
term  in  the  Arkansas  State  senate  he  delivered  the 
memorial  address  on  the  late  Senator  Lusburrow, 
who  was  the  serrator  from  Pirlaski  Countv  dirrimr 

o O 

that  session,  but  had  recerrtly  committed  suicide 
while  the  senate  was  in  session.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  eloquent  and  able  addresses  ever  heard  in 
the  senate  charrrber,  and  5Ir.  Sims  was  the  recip- 
ierrt  of  many  flattering  compliments  and  consider- 
able praise  on  this  occasion.  He  was  also  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  A.F.  A A.  M. . Curia  Lodge,  and 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  In  politics  he  had  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life,  and  was  a strong  supporter  of 
that  party.  Thomas  C.  Sims  was  the  fourth  child 
of  seven  sons  and  live  daughters,  and  received  a 
good  common  school  and  academic  education.  In 
1854  he  was  married  to  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of 
Judge  A.  H.  Nunn,  and  by  this  marriage  has  had 
ten  children,  of  whc>m  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters are  still  living.  In  1855  he  moved  to  what  is 
now  Sharp  County,  and  settled  on  a farm  with  but 
very  little  im[)rovement,  but  since  that  time  he  has 
placed  145  acres  under  cultivation,  owning  alto- 
gether some  810  acres,  besides  a number  of  town 


lots  in  Hardy,  and  all  the  result  of  his  ow’n  industry, 
business  tact,  and  good  management  in  farming 
and  trading:.  He  taught  school  for  several  years 
before  and  since  the  w'ar,  and,  on  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  between  the  North  and  South,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  of  Col.  Shaler’s  regiment, 
and  served  almost  three  years  in  the  Confederate 
army,  holding  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  for  two 
years.  He  fought  in  a number  of  battles  in  Mis- 
souri, Kansas,  and  portions  of  the  Indian  Territory, 
and  was  with  Price  on  his  raids  through  Missouri 
and  Kansas.'  He  was  present  during  the  surren- 
der at  Jackson  port,  in  1805,  and  returned  home 
after  the  war  was  over.  In  politics,  Mr.  Sims  has 
always  been  a Democrat,  and  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Sullivan  Springs  for  several  years.  He 
is  a member  of  Evening  Shade  Lodge  No.  143, 
A.  F.  A A.  M. , and,  with  his  wife,  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  over  thirty 
years.  His  grandfather,  Swepson  Sims,  of  North 
Carolina,  resided  in  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.,  for 
about  forty-tive  years,  where  he  was  a noted  physi- 
cian in  his  day.  His  father  was  Leonard  Sims,  a 
Scotchman,  who  settled  in  North  Carolina  at  a very 
early  period.  William  Beatty,  the  grandfather  of 
Thomas  C.  Sims,  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
died  in  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  had 
resided  a great  many  years.  Joseph  Sims,  the 
great-uncle  of  Thomas  C.  Sims,  tirst  settled  at 
Welchmere,  now  known  as  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  and 
was  the  tirst  man  to  cut  down  a tree  in  that  place. 
Leonard  H. , the  father  of  Thomas  C.  Sims,  was  a 
great  hunter  in  his  younger  days,  and  a celebrated 
shot.  His  early  experience  with  the  Indians  had 
given  him  a skill  wdth  the  rifle  that  was  marvelous, 
and  to  the  present  day  many  a tale  may  be  heard 
of  the  great  work  done  by  him  in  the  far  West. 

James  G.  Sims,  an  enterprising  and  popular 
farmer,  of  Sharp  County,  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Mo.,  in  1841.  He  is  a son  of  Hon.  Leonard 
H.  and  Louisa  (Beatty)  Sims,  of  whom  an  extended 
sketch  is  given  in  the  biography  of  T.  C.  Sims. 
When,  in  his  seventh  year,  Mr.  Sims  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Tennessee,  where  they  resided  until 
the  year  1859,  and  then  came  to  Independence 
County.  He  was  reansl  on  a farm,  and  received  a 
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good  common  school  education  in  his  youth,  and 
in  early  youth  displayed  the  disposition  and  charac- 
ter of  a man  whose  future  life  would  be  success- 
ful. He  was  imbued  with  the  same  traits  of 
energy  and  force  which  characterized  his  illustrious 
father,  and  though  not  following  directly  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  elder  Sims,  he  has  made  a patli 
for  himself  that  may  serve  as  an  example  for  many 
others.  In  1861,  he  joined  Company  K,  of  the 
First  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  served  one  year 
through  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Kansas  and  the  In- 
dian Nation,  taking  part  in  the  battles  at  "Wilson’s 
Creek,  Pea  Ridge  and  otliers.  The  same  company 
soon  after  re-organized,  with  Mr.  Sims  a mem- 
ber of  it,  and  took  a leading  part  in  the  memorable 
battle  of  Shiloh.  His  next  campaign  extended 
through  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia.  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  and  he  took  part  in  the  battle  at 
Richmond;  on  Kirby  Smith’s  raid  through  Ken- 
tuckv;  afterwards  at  the  battles  of  Chickamauefa 
and  Atlanta,  and  then  returned  with  Hood  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  fought  in  the  battles  at  Franklin 
and  Nashville.  Shortly  after  this  campaign,  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  his  farm  work,  and,  in 
1867,  was  married  to  Miranda,  daughter  of  Perry 
and  Margaret  West,  of  Arkansas.  Mrs.  West  died 
when  her  daughter  was  a child,  and  the  father 
died  in  1874,  in  Sharp  County.  Mrs.  Sims  was 
bom  in  Texas,  and  with  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Sims, 
has  had  nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  1868 
they  settled  on  their  present  farm,  about  four  miles 
northeast  of  Evening  shade,  where  i\Ir.  Sims 
owns  700  acres  of  land,  and  has  about  200  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ers and  citizens  of  Sharp  County,  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  entire  community.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  was  a member  of  the  board 
of  equalization  of  Sharp  County.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and  in  1SS8 
was  vice-president  of  the  Sharp  County  Wheel, 
He  also  belongs  to  Evening  Shade  Lodge  No.  1 16, 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  has  been  a member  since  1874. 

John  T.  Sparks,  a farmer  of  Strawberry  Town- 
ship, Smithville  postottice.  Lawrence  County,  was 
born  in  Alabama,  February  8.  1S46.  His  father, 
John  Sparks,  was  born  in  Alabama  about  1811,  and 


j died  there  in  1847,  and  Sarah  (Bowlen)  Sparks,  his 
mother,  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1815,  dying  in 
Lawrence  Countv  in  1887.  The  familv  consisted 
of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living;  John, 
James  L.  and  Isaac,  all  residing  in  Sharp  County, 
our  subject  being  the  eldest.  John  T.  was  raised 
in  Alabama  till  the  age  of  eleven  years,  when  he 
went  to  Tennessee  with  his  parents,  remaining  | 
there  till  he  was  eigliteen  years  of  age.  when  his 
mother  and  family  removed  to  Lawrence  County, 
Ark. , living  there  a short  time,  and  tinally  moving  | 
to  where  our  subject  now  lives.  He  received  his 
education  in  Arkansas,  and,  in  1860,  married  Miss 
Susan  Webb,  who  w'as  born  in  Polk  County.  3Io. . 
in  1845,  and  died  in  1871;  she  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  both  living;  Mary  J.  (wife  of  James 
Wheeler)  and  William  N.  In  18(2  Mr.  Sparks 
manned  Miss  Alvira  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Law- 
rence County,  Ark.,  in  1850,  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Delia  Hill,  Mr.  Hill  being  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lawrence  County, 
where  his  wife  was  born.  By  this  marriage  there 
was  a family  of  five  children,  three  living;  Ellen 
O. , Causette  and  Edward  B.  In  April,  1862,  our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving 
under  Capt.  Huddleson  until  1865;  he  was  in  all 
the  battles  west  of  the  IMississippi  River,  in  the 
cavalry.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  farm- 
ing, and  has  also  held  the  offices  of  constable  of  his 
township  and  justice  of  the  peace  four  years.  He 
is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Ashley  Taylor,  a prominent  farmer  of  Rich- 
woods  Township,  is  a son  of  J.  Millidge  and  Hes- 
ter A.  (Cravens)  Taylor,  of  5Iissouri  and  Arkansas, 
respectively.  J,  ilillidge  Taylor  moved  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  with  his  parents,  in  1816,  and 
met  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  Lawrence 
County,  where  Ashley  was  born  in  1846.  The 
elder  Taylor  was  a son  of  J.  W.  Taylor,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Lawrence  County,  and  di»'d  in 
1852,  his  wife  surviving  him  a good  many  yt'ars. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Ashley  was  the  seventh,  and  four  of  them  an>  still 
living;  \\  illiam  W.  and  IMillidge.  residents  of 
Texas;  Mary,  wife  of  John  SatTell,  and  Ashley. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Ashley  Taylor  remained  on  the  home  place  until 
the  year  1S63,  when  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army,  becoming  a member  of  one  of  the  Arkansas 
regiments,  in  which  he  did  gallant  service.  On 
! September  12,  lS6-i,  he  was  captured  at  Thomas- 
I ville,  Mo.,  and  taken  to  the  prison  at  St.  Louis. 

From  there  he  was  changed  to  a prison  at  Alton, 
j 111.,  but  again  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where,  with 
j five  others,  he  was  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  six 
I men  awaited  their  doom  with  the  crreatest  fortitude, 
i realizinof  that  what  was  to  be  was  accordingr  to  the 

i fortunes  of  war,  but  shortly  before  the  hour  set  i 

for  the  execution  a kind  Providence  saved  them 
from  the  fate  they  expected,  and  others  were 
chosen  instead  to  face  the  executioners.  He  was 
! then  returned  to  Alton,  111. , and  afterward  to  Rock 
i Island,  where  he  was  held  until  June  22,  1865, 
j and  then  released.  On  his  return  to  Arkansas  Mr. 

! Taylor  ran  a carding  machine  at  Evening  Shade 
! for  several  years,  and  finally  commenced  farming 
i again,  his  occupation  previous  to  the  w'ar.  He  was 
1 married  in  1875,  to  Miss  America  E.  Barnett,  a 
I daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Barnett,  of  Sharp 
I County,  and  by  this  marriage  has  had  one  son  and 
I four  daughters.  ^Ir.  Taylor  lost  his  wife  on  Sep- 
! tember  21,  1887.  He  resided  in  Lawrence  County 
I until  1885,  and  then  moved  to  Sharp  County,  but 
! did  not  settle  on  his  present  place  until  1887.  The 
land  comprises  200  acres,  of  which  1 20  acres  are 
under  cultivation,  all  of  it  being  accumulated  by 
j Mr.  Taylor  himself.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics 
I and  a strong  supporter  of  his  party.  Mr.  Taylor 
! is  a member  of  Ash  Flat  Lodge  No.  159,  F.  & A. 
M. , and  of  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  50.  at  Even- 
ing Shade.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Famous 
Life  Association  of  Little  Rock,  his  wnfe,  durinsr 
her  life,  being  a member  of  the  same  association. 

S.  Price  Turner,  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  Ash  Flat,  was  born  in  Dent  County.  Mo.,  in 
1862.  His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Leon  E. 
(Dougherty)  Turner.  l)oth  natives  of  Tennessee, 
who  resided  in  Dent  County,  Mo.,  before  the  war. 
The  family  moved  to  Baxter  County,  Ark. , in 
1864,  and  from  there  to  Izard  County,  and,  in 
1866,  settled  in  Sharp  County,  coming  to  Ash 
Flat  one  year  later.  The  fathm'  entered  into  com- 


mercial life  on  his  arrival,  and  was  a successful 
business  man  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1885,  being  one  of  the  most  prominent  mer- 
chants and  leaders  in  mercantile  affairs  in  that 
place.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  served  throufrh  the  yvar  with  >?reat  distinction, 
and  was  also  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor.  His  start  in  A.sh 
Flat  was,  similar  to  that  of  other  self-made  men, 
on  almost  nothing,  but,  being  a man  of  energetic 
and  determined  spirit,  he  made  a success  where 
many  others  would  have  made  a failure,  and.  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  left  a considerable  fortune. 
Mr.  Turner  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  Mrs.  Turner  still  survives 
her  husband,  at  the  age  of  fifty- four  years.  She 
is  a daughter  of  Sakiah  Dougherty,  a brave  officer, 
who  met  death  at  the  battle  of  “Wilson's  Creek,  in 
1861.  S.  Price  Turner  has  resided  in  Ash  Flat 
ever  since  five  years  old,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  at  Fayetteville.  He  attended  the  State  Uni- 
versity in  his  youth,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
was  taken  into  partnership  with  his  father,  and  re- 
mained with  him  until  the  elder  Turner’s  death, 
yvhen  he  succeeded  to  the  business.  He  has  car- 
ried on  the  business  in  the  same  enterprising  man- 
ner that  characterized  the  father,  and  has  upheld 
the  reputation  made  by  the  elder  Turner.  51r. 
Turner,  in  connection  with  other  members  of  his 
family,  owns  over  1,200  acres  of  land  in  Sharp 
County,  besides  considerable  real  estate  in  Ash 
Flat,  and  in  the  State  of  California.  He  was  mar- 
ried, February  19,  1885,  to  Miss  Fannie  David- 
son, a daughter  of  Dr.  Benjamin  H.  and  Atella  J. 
Davidson,  both  deceased,  the  former  being  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  this  county  during  his 
life.  Mr.  Turner  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
one  son  and  two  daughters,  and  they  comprise  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  happiest  families  in 
Ash  Flat.  In  polities  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in 
1884  cast  his  vote  for  Cleveland.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  Ash  Flat  Lodge  No.  159,  A.  F.  A A.  M.. 
and  was  senior  warden  for  tyvo  terms.  Royal  Arch 
Chapter.  Evening  Shade,  claims  him  as  a mem- 
ber, as  do  the  Knights  and  Toadies  of  H(Uior. 

Anderson  Huston  Vance,  farmer  and  ju>ticc  of 
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B . F.  Jones 
Frenchmans  Bayou. 
Mississippi  County^ Arkansas. 


SHARP  COUNTY. 


the  peace,  of  Washington  Township,  was  born  in 
Alabama,  November  15,  1837.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Sarah  (Hudson)  Vance.  William  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  about  1776,  and  died  in 
March,  1806,  in  Sharp  County,  Ark.,  when  about 
eighty-six  years  of  age.  He  emigrated  from  North 
Carolina  to  Tennessee  in  an  early  day,  with  his 
parents  (who  were  born  in  Ireland),  and  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Arkansas,  in  1848,  and  located  live  miles 
south  of  where  the  county  seat  now  is.  He  was  a 
farmer.  His  wife  died  in  October,  1858.  in  Sharp 
County.  She  was  the  mother  of  fourteen  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  only  four  of  whom 


Anderson  H.  and  Mary  A.  Shirley.  All  but  Mary 
reside  in  Sharp  County,  and  she  in  Independence 
County.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  eleventh 
child,  was  raised  in  Sharp  County,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  limited  education.  In  1859  he  married 
Miss  Margaret  C.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  East 
Tennessee,  September  2,  1840,  and  died  June  26, 
1878.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  one 
of  whom  is  living,  William  Huston.  December  3, 
1888,  he  man-ied  Sarah  J.  (Harde.ster)  Douglas,  a 
widow,  who  was  born  in  Independence  County,  in 
1851.  Mr.  Vance  was  in  Evening  Shade  before 
the  towA  was  thought  of.  In  June,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army.  Company  F,  under 
Col.  Bob  Shaver,  serving  four  years,  and  partici- 
pating in  the  battles  of  Pleasant  Hill  (La.)  and 
Jenkins’  Ferry  (Ark.).  He  is,  and  has.  been  since 
1867,  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  once 
represented  his  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge.  In 
1874  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Wash- 
ington Township,  and  servetl  eight  successive  years, 
and  was  again  elected  to  the  same  office  in  1888, 
and  is  now  serving  his  tifth  term.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  has  174  acres  of  land,  and 
cultivates  seventy-five  acres  of  it.  He  and  his  first 
wife  were  members  of  the  iMissionary  Baptist 
Church,  his  present  wife  being  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcoj)al  Church,  South. 

Samuel  J.  Walker,  general  merchant  and  stock 
dealer,  was  born  in  Stewart  County,  Term.,  in 
1829.  His  parents  were  John  and  Susan  (Thomas) 
Walker,  the  former  born  in  Virginia  in  1801.  and 


the  latter  in  Tennessee  in  1806.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Stewart  County',  where . they  resided 
until  the  year  1852,  and  then  moved  to  what  is  now 
Sharp  County',  and  lived  there  until  the  time 
their  death.  John  Walker’s  father  was  Samuel 
Walker,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  and  fought  in 
some  of  the  early  w’ars  of  this  country.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  and  wood  worker  by  trade,  and  moved  to 
Tennessee  when  John  was  a boy.  where  the  latter 
grew'  to  manhood  and  was  married.  Samuel  J.  is 
the  fourth  child  of  a family  of  eight  sons  and  four 
daiTghters.  He  moved  to  Sharp  County.  Ark., 
with  his  parents,  and  w'as  married  in  that  place  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Baker,  a daughter  of  Newton  and 
Harriet  Baker,  of  Sharp  County.  Mr.  Walker  lost 
his  wife  in  1874,  after  a happy'  married  life,  and 
also  a son.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Maiw  Dun- 
can, a widow  lady',  and  a daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Olive  Perkins,  of  Missouri,  and  by  this  maiuiage 
he  has  three  children:  Minnie  J.,  Maudee  and  Sam- 
uel. With  the  exception  of  one  year’s  residence  in 
Randolph  County,  Mr.  Walker  has  lived  on  his 
present  place  ever  since  his  arrival  in  Arkansas. 
He  then  had  only  two  acres  of  laud  under  cultiva- 
tion, w'hich  he  had  fenced  in  a very  primitive  man- 
ner, but  has  increased  the  number  to  300  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  ow'ns  about  1,5('0  acres  alto- 
gether. He  is  also  an  extensive  dealer  in  stock, 
merchandise  and  general  trading,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  energetic  men  in  Sharp  County. 
Mr.  Walker  has  secured  all  of  his  prosperity'  by 
his  own  efforts  since  the  war.  Before  that  event 
he  had  considerable  real  estate  and  farms,  but  lost 
everything,  and  after  peace  had  been  declared  he 
started  in  life  without  a dollar.  He  served  three 
years  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  w'as  a member 
of  Wood’s  battalion,  on  Gen.  Price’s  staff.  After 
tw'o  years’  service  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability,  and  six  months  later  re  enlisted  in  Col. 
Love's  regiment  as  a private,  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Few  men  served  their 
country  better  than  IMr.  Walker  did.  while  tightiug 
for  the  Confederacy.  He  took  part  in  a great 
many  engagements,  and  was  with  Price  on  his  mem- 
orable raids  through  Missouri.  .Vt  home  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  taken  prisoner  in  the 
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fall  of  1863,  and  was  held  about  two  months  at  Pilot 
Knob,  afterward  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Later  on  he  was  forced  into  the  service  again,  and 
surrendered  at  Jacksonport.  In  politics,  Mr.  Wal- 
ker was  a Whig,  and  cast  his  hrst  vote  for  Scott, 
in  1852,  but  since  the  war  he  has  become  a true 
Democrat.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  &, 
A.  M.  (now  belonging  to  Wilson  Lodge  No.  132,  at 
Hardy),  for  twenty  years,  and  has  in  that  time 
helped  to  organize  two  lodges,  also  holding  all  of 
the  principal  offices.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Knicrhts  & Ladies  of  Honor,  and  the  Famous  Life 
Association  at  Little  Rock,  having  belonged  to  the 
latter  for  tive  years.  Mrs.  5\'alker  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  same  association.  Mr.  Walker  is  a gen- 
tleman of  great  popularity  in  this  locality,  and  is 
also  counted  as  one  of  its  wealthiest  men.  He  is 
full  of  energy  and  life  in  all  enterprises,  and  Sharp 
County  has  in  him  a citizen  of  whom  she  may  feel 
proud. 

David  D.  Walker,  a retired  farmer,  residing  in 
Hardy  Village,  was  born  in  Stewart  County,  Tenn., 
November  16,  1844,  but  came  to  Sharp  County 
with  his  parents,  who  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers, in  the  winter  of  1852.  His  father,  John 
Walker,  died  in  Sharp  County,  and  his  mother, 
Susan  (Thomas j Walker,  died  in  the  same  county 
in  1874.  Of  a family  of  twelve  children  our  sub- 
ject and  a brother  are  the  only  living  members, 
David  being  the  eleventh.  He  was  raised  in  Sharp 
County,  but  his  education  was  very  limited,  he 
having  had  no  opportunity  of  going  to  school.  In 
1866  David  married  Miss  Permelia  Webb,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1844,  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  J.  and  Batharba  Webb.  Mr.  Webb 
was  born  in  Arkansas  and  his  wife  in  Tennessee, 
both  having  died  in  Arkansas.  Mr.  Walker’s  fam- 
ily has  consisted  of  eight  children  (two  of  whom 
are  living):  Sarah  H.  (deceased),  Susan  M.  (de- 

ceased), Mary  E.  (deceased),  Samuel  J.  (decea.sed), 
Lucy  Ann,  John  W.  (deceased),  Margie  E.  (de- 
ceased) and  Newton  R.  Mr.  Walker  has  about 
300  acres  of  land  in  Hardy  Township,  some  200 
being  under  cultivation.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in 
Capt.  Adams’  company,  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in 


the  battles  of  Martin’s  Creek  and  Dardanelle.  He 
is  a member  of  IVilson  Lodge  No.  132,  A.  F.  A 
A.  M.,  at  Hardy,  and  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
having  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Seymour 
and  Blair.  He  and  his  w'ife  are  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Suirth. 

Joshua  Wann,  county  and  circuit  court  clerk  of 
Sharp  County,  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Ala., 
in  1836.  His  parents  were  the  Hon.  Joshua  and 
Lydia  (Collins)  Wann,  born  in  North  Carolina  in 
1796,  and  Virginia  in  1800,  respectively,  who  emi- 
grated to  Keniucky  with  their  parents,  and  were 
there  married.  They  afterward  moved  to  Tennes- 
see, and  from  there  to  Alabama,  where  young 
Joshua  was  born,  and  then  came  to  what  is  now 
.Sharp  County,  ,A.rk.,  where  the  father  died  shortly 
after  their  arrival.  The  mother  was  a Missionary 
Baptist,  and  died  in  that  faith  in  the  year  1879, 
She  was  a daughter  of  Thomas  Collins,  a native  of 
Virginia  and  of  English  descent.  The  elder  Wann 
commanded  a company  of  soldiers  during  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indian  tribes  from  Alabama  and 
Georgia  in  the  earlier  days,  and  later  in  life  was  a 
representative  from  Jackson  County,  Ala.,  when 
the  capital  was  situated  at  Tuscaloosa.  He  held 
the  office  of  assessor  and  collector  of  that  county 
for  several  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A 
A.  M.  in  good  standing.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans,  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in 
Jackson  County,  Ala,,  before  young  Joshua  was 
born.  Joshua  Wann  is  the  seventh  child  of  four 
sons  and  six  daughters.  One  of  his  uncles,  IVill 
iam  Wann.  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  Ten- 
nessee legislature,  and  died  in  Lawrence  County, 
Mo.  His  brother,  Landen  A.,  fought  in  the  Mex- 
ican War,  and  died  at  Tampico  during  the  cam 
paign.  Joshua  Wanii  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools,  and  early  in  life,  the  father- 
being  deceased  as  well  as  the  elder  brothers,  the 
support  of  the  family  devolved  upon  him.  In 
1860  he  was  married  to  Miss  Zilpha  J. , daughter 
of  Dr.  Burwell  and  Edith  Dawson,  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Dr.  Dawson  located  in  Independence  County. 
Ark.,  aboitt  the  year  1857,  and  wi-ote  for  his  family 
to  join  him  there,  but  upon  their  arrival  they  found 
that  death  had  been  before  them,  ami  the  husband 
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and  father  had  passed  away.  Mr.s.  Dawson  sur- 
vived her  husband  until  after  the  war,  and  died  in 
^ Sharp  County.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Wann  have  one 
daughter,  Laura  A.,  wife''of  G.  S.  Jernigan.  The 
family  resided  on  a farm  in  Scott  Township  until 
i 18S6,  when  IMr.  Wann  was  elected  to  his  present 
office,  and  then  removed  to  Evening  Shade.  He 
was  re-elected  in  1888.  and  has  tilled  the  office  in 
a highly  creditable  manner.  He  gave  three  years’ 
service  to  the  Confederate  cause,  and  held  the  rank 
j of  captain  of  Company  B,  Thirty-fifth  Arkansas 
I Infantry,  for  three  years,  performing  heroic  work 
in  Texas,  Louisiana  and  Missouri.  He  was  at  the 
battles  of  Prairie  Grove.  Little  Rock,  Saline  River, 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  many  others,  and  later  on 
joined  Gen.  Price’s  army,  and  commanded  a com- 
pany of  cavalry  in  Col.  M.  D.  Baber’s  regiment. 
He  was  present  in  all  the  raids  through  Missouri  and 
Kansas,  and  was  actively  engaged  imtil  the  sur- 
render at  Jacksonport,  in  1865.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Wann  has  been  a Democrat  all  his  life;  in  1874-75 
he  represented  Sharp  County  in  the  legislature, 
and  was  present  during  the  tirst  session  after  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Reed’s  Creek  Lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
and  has  been  master,  warden  and  secretary.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor 
and  Eastern  Star  at  Evening  Shade.  Mrs.  Wann 
has  been  a member  of  the  Mis.sionary  Baptist 
Church  since  her  yout’n,  and  is  a devout  Christian. 
Mr.  Wann’s  success  has  been  due  entirely  to  his 
own  shrewdness  and  ability,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  Sharp 
County.  He  has  an  interest  in  a small  farm  in 
Scott  Township,  and  is  an  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive man. 

Capt.  John  M.  Wasson,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Sharp  County,  Ark.,  is  the  eldest  of  a family  of  six 
children,  and  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Tenu. , 
in  1835.  He  is  a son  of  William  Lee  and  Jane 
(Matthews)  Wasson,  born  in  1810  and  1813,  re- 
spectively, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  where  they 
resided  until  1841  and  then  moved  to  Searcy 
County,  Ark.,  but  soon  afterward  came  to  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.  The  elder  Wasson  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  section,  and  settled  on  a large 
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farm,  which  he  made  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
Law'rence  County,  and  in  connection  with  which 
he  ran  a blacksmith  shop  until  his  death,  m 1S67. 

His  father.  John  Wasson,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
died  in  Lawrence  County,  Tenn.  Capt.  Wasson’s 
grandfather,  Thomas  Matthews,  was  a successful  I 
farmer  during  his  life,  and  is  also  buried  in  Law- 
rence County,  Tenn.  The  Captain  received  a 
' “log  cabin’’  education  in  his  youth,  and  studied 
one  term  in  Smithville.  Upon  reaching  his  ma- 
turity he  was  offered  a position  in  one  of  the  firms 
at  Smithville,  and  remained  with  them  for  several 
years,  afterward  going  into  partnership  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Evening  Shade  with  L.  S. 
Bobo,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wasson  A Bobo.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  of  the 
Twenty-lirst  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  commanded 
that  company  as  captain  until  the  fall  of  Vicksburg, 
where  he  was  captured  and  paroled  and  then 
came  home.  He  was  again  captured  at  home  in 
1863  and  imprisoned  for  a short  time  at  St.  Louis, 
and  from  there  taken  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and 
then  again  transferred  to  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  held  until  May,  1865,  and  then  pa- 
roled and  returned  to  his  home.  Altogether  he  was 
kept  a prisoner  for  one  year  and  a half,  and  soon 
after  his  release  he  surrendered  in  June.  1865,  at 
Jacksonport.  Capt.  Wasson  fought  well  for  the 
cause  he  undertook,  and  received  many  w’ords  of 
praise  for  his  gallant  actions  during  tbe  war.  His 
operations  extended  through  Arkansas,  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  and  he  took  part  in  the  battles  at 
Corinth,  Baker's  Creek,  Black  River,  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg and  many  others.  While  at  the  first  named 
battle  he  received  a gun-shot  wound  in  the  right  leg 
andleft  arm,  and  in  his  career  through  the  war  had 
many  thrilling  escapes  from  death.  In  1866  he 
was  married  to  Amanda,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Frances  French,  born  in  Bowling  Green,  Kv.. 
in  1820  and  1824,  respectively,  who  immediateh 
after  their  marriage  moved  to  Arkansas  and  settled 
in  Lawrence  County,  where  the  father  died  when 
Mrs.  Wasson  was  a little  girl.  The  mother  was 
afterward  married  to  Col.  James  H.  McCaleb,  who 
died  in  IMay,  1885.  Mrs.  tt’assou  was  born  in 
that  portion  of  Lawrence  County  which  is  now 
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Sharp  County,  and  is  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  living.  After  the  war  Capt. 
Wasson  entered  into  commercial  life  at  Evening 
Shade,  but  tinding  that  farm  life  was  more  con- 
genial, he  carried  on  that  business,  and  at 
present  has  a tine  farm,  consisting  of  seventy- 
five  acres  under  cultivation,  about  eight  miles  north- 
west of  Evening  Shade.  In  1S7G  he  w’as  elected 
clerk  of  Sharp  County  and  served  two  years,  and 
was  again  elected  in  1880,  tilling  the  office  with 
credit.  He  has  been  a Democrat  in  politics  all  his 
life,  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  at 
Evening  Shade,  also  belonging  to  the  Knights  of 
Honor  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wasson, 
both,  have  been  members  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  good  standing  for  several  years. 

Allen  Weaver,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  North 
Township,  resides  at  what  is  knowui  as  Indian 
Camp  Spring,  located  near  Martin’s  Creek.  His 
great-grandfather,  M'illiam  Weaver’s  father,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  fought  by 
the  side  of  Gen.  Washington.  The  grandfather 
was  also  William  Weaver.  His  wife  was  Kesiah 
Weaver,  who  died  in  Tennessee  at  an  advanced 
old  age.  The  father  of  our  subject,  James  Weaver, 
was  born  in  1812,  in  North  Carolina,  but  came  to 
Tennessee  with  his  parents  when  two  years  old. 
He  was  there  married  to  Jane  Whitted,  in  1836. 
She  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 29,  1875,  in  Sharp  County.  In  1851  James 
M’eaver  came  to  Polk  County,  Mo.:  in  1852  w^ent 
to  Crawford  County;  the  next  year  to  Oregon,  and 
in  1857  to  where  our  subject  now  lives,  where  he 
died  June  18,  1889.  On  coming  to  this  place  he 
purchased  from  the  government  240  acres  of  land, 
at  12|  cents  per  acre;  there  are  now  eighty  acres  ; 
under  fence.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
only  child  of  James  and  Jane  "Weaver,  with  whom 
he  resided  until  their  deaths.  His  education  was 
limited,  and  mostly  received  at  home.  September  | 
7,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Josephine  Holliuay,  of 
Knox  County,  Tenn.,  born  in  1840,  a daughter  of 
Zachariah  and  Eliza  Hollinay,  her  father  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  her  mother  in  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Allan  Weaver’s  family  consists  of  six  living  chil- 
dren, two  havina:  died:  Eliza  J.  (deceased),  burn 
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i September  15,  1866;  William  A.,  born  September 
7,  1807;  ilargaret  E.,  born  October  3,  1862  (de- 
ceased); Joseph  L.,  born  August  15,  1870;  Delila 
I D.,  born  March  21,  1873;  Joseph  N. , born  Apiil 
I 14,  1876;  John  W.,  born  December  12,  1877,  and 
Orlean  S. , born  November  26,  1881.  died  Novem-  ' 
bar  28,  1883.  Mr.  Weaver  enli.sted,  on  the  12th 
, of  September,  1863,  on  the  Federal  side,  in  Com- 
I pany  D,  Tennessee  Regiment  of  Light  Artillery, 
and  was  discharged  July  20,  1865,  at  Nashville. 

He  was  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  and  numerous 
skirmishes..  September  2,  1878,  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  for  North  Township,  and  re- 
elected in  1880  for  another  term,  having  been  an 
able  and  efficient  officer.  In  politics  he  is  a Re 
publican,  but  was  formerly  a Democrat.  He  owns  ^ 
200  acres  of  land,  having  given  forty  to  his  son, 
M’illiam,  who  was  recently  married.  Wiusted  post-  1 
office  was  established  at  Mr.  M>aver's  house  July 
1,  1888,  he  being  appointed  postmaster.  When 
he  hrst  located  here  the  nearest  postoffice  w’as  ten 
miles  on  Martin’s  Creek,  called  Red  Bank,  and  his 
nearest  neighbor  two  miles  away.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

On  this  farm  are  traces  of  an  ancient  silver  mine, 
supposed  to  have  been  worked  by  the  Spaniards. 

J.  M.  AVilliams,  proprietor  and  owner  of  Even-  ; 
ing  Shade  carding  factory  and  saw  and  corn-mills, 
was  born  in  Sharyj  County,  in  1858.  His  parents  , 
were  John  W.  and  Margaret  (Worley)  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively, 
who  were  married  in  Tennessee,  and  came  to  what 
is  now  Sharp  County,  about  the  year  1854.  where 
they  resided  until  the  demise  of  the  father,  in 
1871,  and  his  wife,  in  1888.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  faith  for  many  years.  The  elder 
Williams  fought  in  the  Confederate  army  almost 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  had 
many  a narrow  escape  from  both  death  and  the 
enemy,  although  on  one  occasion  he  was  severely 
wounded,  and  at  another  time  was  captured.  He 
was  a son  of  Joseph  Williams,  of  North  Carolina; 
he  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. , Evening 
Shade  Lodge.  IMichael  Worlev  Deitch,  the  grand- 
father  of  J.  iM.  Williams,  died  in  Tennessee,  and 
was  a well  known  resilient  of  that  State.  J.  M. 
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Williams  is  the  fourth  son  of  three  sons  and  live 
daughters,  and  did  not  receive  much  education, 
owing  to  limited  school  facilities.  He  began 
farming  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
and  continued  in  that  occupation  for  three  years 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  milling,  a business 
for  which  he  seems  to  be  especially  adapted,  and 
has  remained  at  it  ever  since.  In  August,  1S7U, 
he  was  married  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Graddy,  but  lost  his  wife  in  1884,  and  by  this 
marriage  had  two  children,  one  of  them,  a daugh- 
ter,  still  living.  In  1886  he  was  married  to  Mat 
tie,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Emma  Bristow, 
natives  of  Boone  County,  Ark.,  who  moved  to 
Sharp  County  after  the  war,  where  iMrs.  Bristow 
died.  Four  children  were  born  to  iMr.  and  Mrs. 
Williams,  of  whom  one  daughter  is  still  living. 
Mr.  Williams  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. 
(Evening  Shade  Lodge),  and  has  been  junior  deacon 
for  two  years,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Order 
of  Eastern  Star.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing and  popular  citizens  of  Sharp  County,  and  a 
man  who  takes  every  opportunity  to  make  that 
county  one  of  the  most  progressive  in  Arkansas. 

Samuel  Yates,  farmer,  of  Union  Township,  six 
miles  north  of  Martin’s  Creek  postoffice,  was  born 
in  East  Tennessee,  July  24,  1830:  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Margaret  (Davis)  Y'ates,  both  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, born  in  1803  and  1805,  respectively,  where 
they  each  died.  Nathaniel  Yates  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  AVar.  Our  subject  was  the 
fourth  of  a family  of  seven  children,  hve  of  whom 
are  now  living.  He  was'  raised  in  Tennessee, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  .schools.  In 
1853  he  married  Miss  Jane  Davis,  born  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1829,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Eleanor  Davis,  who  both  died  in  Tennessee.  Mrs. 
Davis  is  the  mother  of  eight  children,  all  liv- 
ing: Eleandora  (wife  of  C.  C.  Reaves),  Alary  AI. 

(wife  of  Robert  AVood),  Nancy  C.  (wife  of  Broad- 
foot  Wells),  John,  AVilliam  (in  Texas),  Thomas 
A.,  Benjamin  N.  and  John  S.  In  1871  Samuel 
Yates  came  to  Independence  County.  Ark.,  re- 
sided there  till  1881,  when  he  removeil  to  Sharp 
County,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  160  acres  of 
land,  about  fifty  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 
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He  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Union  Township,  and  gives  good  satis- 
faction. He  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  Airs. 
Yates  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Lemuel  A.  A^eager,  a well-known  and  prominent 
farmer  of  Piney  Fork  Township,  was  born  in  ^ 
AAffiite  County,  Tenn. , in  1827.  He  is  a son  of  i 
Solomon  and  Nancy  (Dearing)  Y'eager,  born  in 
East  Tennessee  and  South  Carolina,  respectively, 
and  married  in  AVhite  County.  Tenn.,  where  they 
resided  until  the  year  1850,  and  then  moved  to  ! 
what  is  now  Sharp  County,  Ark.,  the  father  dying  | 
there  in  December,  1886.  and  the  mother  .several 
years  previous,  both  of  them  being  members  of  the  | 
Baptist  faith.  The  elder  Y'eager  was  a farmer,  | 
and  for  twelve  years  justice  of  the  peace  in  AVhite 
County,  Tenn.  He  was  afterward  elected  coimty  \ 
and  probate  judge  of  Lawrence  County,  for  two  ' 
years,  and  for  six  years  in  the  same  capacity  at  | 
Sharp  County.  He  was  a son  of  Solomon  Y'eager, 
of  Virginia,  who  fought  in  the  Revolution,  and  ' 
whose  parents  came  originally  from  Germany  to  ' 
this  country.  Lemuel  A.  Y'eager’s  grandfather, 
John  AAV  Dearing,  was  a South  Carolinian,  who 
lived  many  years  in  AVhite  County,  Tenn.,  and 
died  in  the  northern  part  of  Alissouri.  Lemuel 
was  the  second  child  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
and  received  a good  common  school  education  in 
his  youth.  He  was  married,  in  1846,  to  Louisa, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Robinson,  of 
A'^irginia  and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  who 
resided  in  AVhite  County,  Tenn.,  when  Airs.  Yeager 
was  born.  Nine  children  were  the  results  of  this 
marriage,  of  whom  eight  are  still  living.  In  1850 
Air.  Yeager  and  his  family  moved  to  what  is  now 
Sharp  County,  Ark.,  and,  in  1861,  settled  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  The  land  was  but 
very  little  improved  at  that  period,  and  covered 
with  timber,  but  since  then  he  has  cleared  sixty 
acres,  and  put  them  under  cultivation,  and  owns 
altogether  about  240  acres.  In  1868  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Lawrence  County  for  four  years, 
but  when  Sharp  County  was  brought  in  he  refused 
to  move  to  Lawrence  County,  and  resigned  his 
office  after  one  year's  service.  In  politics,  he  was 
formerly  a AA'hig,  but  is  now  a Republican. 
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Lawrence  Countv— Period  of  Settlement— Tfie  Mound  Builders— Boundary  of  the  Countv- 
Topography— Rivers  OR  Creeks— Timber,  Soil  and  Products— Minerals  and  Other 
Resources— Live  Stock — Taxables — Population — Railroads— Legal  Matters— 

The  Civil  'War— School  Affairs — Church  Strength— The  County 
Created — Its  Officers,  Buildings  and  Seat  of  Justice — 

Political  Statistics — 'J'oivns  and  Villages — 

Personal  Notices. 


On  the  overwork'd  soil 
Of  this  planet  enjoyment  is  sharpen’d  by  toil; 

And  one  seems,  by  the  pain  of  ascending  the  height. 

To  have  conquered  a claim  of  that  wonderful  sight.— VeredifA. 


fe-^AWRENCE  COUNTY  had 
' its  pioneer  settlements  along 
the  water  courses,  and  the 
first  location  that  can  posi- 
tively be  mentioned  was  that 
of  1812,  though  undoubt- 
-,i  y edly  previous  ones  were 

made.  Prominent  among  the  first 
settlers  were  the  McKnights,  Taylors, 
Finleys.  Hillhouses,  Richardsons,  Ja- 
cob  Fortenberry,  John  Spotts,  Sam- 
uel  Raney  and  the  parents  of  Will- 
iam J.  Hudson,*  who  settled  on  Straw- 
berry River;  Col.  William  Stuart, 
John  Richie,  James  Kuykendall.  Hi- 
ram Darter,  Isaac  Morris  and  the 
Waylands,  on  Flat  Creek;  Ferguson 
Sloan,  Booker  Bennett,  the  Imbodens.  Wyatts, the 
Wellses,  John  Hardin.  James  Couch,  William  B. 
Marshall,  and  a Mr.  Berry,  on  Spring  River.  The 
latter  was  shot  and  killed  at  his  plow  by  an  unknown 
person  .soon  after  coming,  and  was  among  the  first 
* The  lludsous  setlletl  in  ISf’. 


men  murdered  in  the  country.  William  B.  Marshall 
was  an  early  politician,  and  served  twenty  years  in 
the  legislature.  Other  early  pioneers  were  the 
Thornburgs,  near  Smithville,  G.  W.  Jackson,  near 
Running  Water,  Col.  John  Miller,  and  Robert 
Smith,  who  sold  goods  at  Davidsonville,  when  that 
was  the  county  seat. 

There  was  a French  settlement  on  the  east  side 
of  Black  River,  at  what  is  now  Clover  Bend,  headed 
by  Peter  Lamew,  a Frenchman,  and  the  tract 
known  as  the  Spanish  Grant,  on  the  same  river,  at 
Lauratown,  was  settled  by  Charles  Logan  and 
William  Russell,  assigneesof  John  Baptiste  Janis. 
to  whom  the  grant  was  confirmed.  Henson  Ken- 
yon settled  near  this  grant. 

John  S.  Ficldin,  the  original  owner  of  the  site 
at  Powhatan,  and  also  the  Houghtons,  Watsons. 
Capts.  T.  J.  Warner,  and  John  A.  Lindsey  were 
early  residents  near  Black  River.  The  eastern 
part  of  the  county  was  settled  later  than  the  west- 
ern. All  but  one  or  two  of  those  mentioned  have 
passed  away.  The  names  of  many  others  are  wt-ll 
remembered.  At  first  some  suft’erini;  resulted  from 
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the  want  of  bread,  a few  not  bein^  able  to  obtain 
grain,  while  those  who  had  it  were  obliged  to 
pound  it  into  meal  with  the  pestle  and  mortar. 
As  soon  as  grain  could  be  had  and  mills  w'ere  con- 
structed a new  era  of  pro.sperity  set  in,  for  game 
and  wild  honey  were  abundant  and  easily  obtained, 
and  vegetables  were  grown  without  trouble. 

An  anecdote  is  told  concerning  the  appearance 
of  the  first  steamboat  that  ascended  Black  River. 
Having  received  notice  of  its  arrival,  the  early  set- 
tlers— men,  women  and  children — for  miles  around  i 
assembled  on  Sunday  at  the  site  of  Powhatan, 
where  it  stopped  at  the  landing.  It  was  a great 
curiosity,  for  only  a few  of  the  pioneers  had  ever 
seen  such  an  invention.  After  viewing  it  for  a 
time  from  the  banks,  many  of  them  boarded  it. 
Presently  the  engineer  let  off  some  steam,  which 
so  frightened  the  “natives”  that  all  ran,  a few  i 
jumping  into  the  water  and  making  for  the  shore, 
while  others,  upon  reaching  land,  hid  in  the  brush. 
The  boats  now  pass  daily,  but  excite  no  wonder 
or  astonishment.  Before  the  present  transporta- 
tion facilities  peltry  w^as  shipped  to  Arkansas  Post 
on  “fiats.’’ 

Ancient  mounds  have  been  discovered  on  the 
bottom  lands  on  the  Spanish  Grant,  at  Lauratown, 
on  the  ea.st  side  of  Black  River,  and  on  adjacent 
lands,  and  also  in  the  same  locality  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river.  Other  smaller  mounds  have  been 
found  on  the  bottom  lands  of  Cooper’s  Creek,  near 
Smithville.  A few  of  the  former  have  been  opened, 
revealing  the  presence  of  pottery,  lead,  copper 
images,  Indian  arrow-heads,  etc.  The  paint  on  a 
portion  of  the  pottery  is  well  preserved. 

Lawrence  County,  situated  in  Northeast  Arkan- 
sas, is  bounded  north  by  Sharp.  Randolph  and 
Greene  Counties,  ea.st  by  Greene  and  Craighead, 
south  by  Craighead.  Jackson  and  Independence, 
and  west  by  Sharp  County,  and  contains  an  area  of 
some  582  square  miles,  of  which  only  about  one- 
sixth  is  improved. 

Its  boundai'y  lines  are  as  follows:  Beginning  at 
the  northwest  coiner  of  Township  IS  north.  Range 
3 west;  thence  east  to  the  northeast  corner;  thence 
j south  to  the  middle  of  Spring  River;  thence  down 

'■  the  middle  of  Spring  River  with  its  meanders  to  , 


Black  River;  thence  up  the  middle  of  Black  River 
1 to  its  first  crossing,  from  the  north,  of  the  line  di- 
viding Townships  17  and  IS;  thence  east  on  the 
township  line  to  the  middle  of  Cache  River,  in 
Range  3 east;  thence  down  the  middle  of  Cache 
River  to  the  lines  dividing  Townships  14  and  15 
north;  thence  west  on  the  township  line  to  the  line 
dividing  Ranges  3 and 4 west;  thence  north  on  the 
range  line  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  fifth 
principal  meridian  of  the  public  land  surveys 
passes  through  the  county  a little  east  of  the  center. 

Cache  River  crosses  the  line  between  Townships 
17  and  18  north,  on  the  northern  boundary  of  Sec- 
tions, Township  17,  Range  3 east,  and  flows  thence 
in  a southwesterly  direction  on  the  county’s  eastern 
boundary  to  its  southeast  corner,  at  or  near  the 
southeast  corner  of  Section  33,  Township  15  north. 
Range  2 east.  Village  Creek  enters  from  the  north 
in  Range  2 east,  and  Hows  in  a southwesterly  di- 
rection, passing  out  in  Range  1 west.  Running 
Water  Creek  enters  the  county  from  the  north  in 
Range  1 east,  and  flows  in  a southwesterly  course 
through  Range  2 west.  Black  River,  a large  and 
beautiful  stream — navigable  for  boats  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year — makes  its  appearance  from  the 
north  in  the  eastern  part  of  Range  1 west,  and  pro- 
ceeds in  the  same  general  direction  as  the  streams 
aljove  named,  flowing  out  in  the  western  part  of 
Range  2 west.  Spring  River  enters  from  th(-  north, 
about  two  miles  east  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
county,  and  flows  in  an  eastern  and  southeastern 
direction  to  its  confluence  with  Black  River  at  the 
center  of  Section  15,  Township  17  north,  Range  1 
west.  So  far  as  it  flows  through  Ranges  1 and  2 
west,  it  forms  the  boundary  between  Lawrence  and 
Randolph  Counties.  Strawberry  River  enters  near 
the  middle  of  the  western  boundary  line,  and  flows 
southeasterly  and  empties  into  Black  River  a short 
distance  below  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county. 
These  streams  and  their  tributaries  furnish  ex- 
cellent drainage. 

The  valley  or  bottom  lands  of  Black  River,  ex 
tending  through  the  county  a little  west  of  the 
center,  vary  in  width  from  three  to  seven  luiles. 
These  lands  are  partially  subject  to  overflow  early 
in  the  spring,  about  once  in  three  years,  l)ut  the 
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water  always  sub.sides  in  time  for  the  raising  of 
crops.  East  of  this  valley  the  land  is  compara- 
tively low  and  level,  with  alternate  ridges  or 
slight  elevfitions  between  the  streams.  Runcorn 
Ridge  lies  between  Black  River  Valley  and  Run- 
nincr  Water  Creek,  and  extends  from  the  north- 

O 

ern  boundary  of  the  county  south  to  the  line  be- 
tween Townships  15  and  10  north.  Bramlett’s 
Ridge  extends  between  Running  Water  and  Vil- 
laofe  Creeks.  The  western  line  of  Black  River 
Valley  is  bordered  with  a bluff,  averaging  about 
fifty  feet  high.  This  bluff  extends  from  near  the 
northern  boundary  close  to  Spring  and  Black  Riv- 
ers down  to  Pow’hatan,  then  bears  to  the  w'est- 
ward  and  widens  out  the  valley.  The  rock  forma- 
tion crops  out  along  it  from  its  noidhern  extent  to 
a point  several  miles  below  Powhatan.  West  of 
this  bluff  are  the  table  lands,  becoming  higher  as 
they  increase  in  distance  from  the  river.  These 
are  traversed  with  the  valleys  of  the  smaller 
streams.  Iron,  lead  and  zinc  abound  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  have  been  mined  to  a limited  extent,  but 
no  mining  is  now  being  done.  Numerous  springs 
abound  in  that  portion  of  country  lying  west  of 
Black  River  Valley,  and  on  the  table-lands  well 
water  can  be  obtained  at  a depth  of  from  forty  to 
eighty  feet.  East  of  Black  River  Valley  water  is 
found  at  a depth  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
feet,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  county  good  cisterns 
can  be  constructed  with  but  little  expense. 

The  timber  of  the  territory  east  of  the  St. 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Railroad  con- 
sists principally  of  post,  white  and  willow  oak, 
with  red  oak  interspersed.  On  Bramlett’s  Ridge 
white  and  red  oak,  w’alnut,  and  sweet  gum  are  the 
most  numerous.  On  Buncom  Ridge  white  oak 
and  sweet  gum  prevail,  with  some  black  oak  and 
walnut  interspersed.  On  Black  River  Valley  the 
principal  growth  is  black  and  red  oak,  sweet  gum, 
elm,  sycamore,  cypress  and  tupelo.  In  the  west- 
ern part,  on  the  table  lands,  several  varieties  of 
oak  and  black  hickory  are  found,  but  of  much 
lighter  growth  than  elsewhere  in  the  county. 
Many  kinds  of  lesser  value  grow  in  all  parts.  Ex- 
cellent saw  and  rail  timber  abounds  in  abundance. 

A great  variety  of  soils  is  peculiar  to  the  coun- 


ty, and  nearly  all  is  of  good  (juality.  None  can  , 
be  found  that  does  not  produce  well,  with  proper 
cultivation.  The  soil  of  the  valleys  is  mostly  al- 
luvial, and  on  the  uplands  is  composed  of  vegeta- 
ble mold,  clay  and  sand,  well  adapted  to  the 
growing  of  Indian  corn,  oats,  wheat,  cotton,  the 
tame  grasses,  clover,  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables. 
Fruits  common  in  this  latitude,  especially  peaches, 
do  well  here.  But  little  attention  has  as  yet  been 
devoted  to  horticulture.  A few  individuals  have 
turned  their  attention  to  growing  peaches  for  the 
market,  with  excellent  success. 

Lumbering  and  farming  constitute  the  principal 
resources  of  the  county  at  present.  The  former  is  | 
a great  industry,  and  the  supply  of  timber  is  suffi-  ^ 

ciently  abundant  to  last  for  many  years.  There  i 
are  twenty-three  saw-mills,  about  twenty  shingle- 
mills,  two  spoke  factories  and  three  stave  factories 
in  full  operation,  giving  evidence  of  progress  and 
growth  and  advancing  prosperity.  Many  hands 
are  employed  in  these  mills,  and  the  lumbering 
business  has  become  extensive. 

In  1880,  according  to  the  census,  there  w'ere 
1,250  farms  within  the  county,  with  40,803  acres 
of  improved  lands,  from  which  the  vegetable  pro- 
ductions for  the  year  1879  aggregated:  Indian 

corn,  522,720  bushels;  oats,  40,851  bushels; 
wheat,  18,062  bushels;  hay.  414  tons;  cotton. 
6,480  bales;  Irish  potatoes,  3,809  bushels;  sweet 
potatoes,  3,145  bushels;  tobacco,  4,000  pounds. 
These  figures  show  that  corn  and  cotton  were  then, 
as  now,  the  staple  products.  There  are  about 
twenty-five  cotton-gins,  but  only  a few  grist  mills 
here.  Watermelons  are  extensively  raised  and 
shipped  to  Northern  markets. 

The  census  of  1880  also  shows  the  presence  of 
2,574  horses;  1,068  mules  and  asses;  9,070  head 
of  neat  cattle;  4,330  sheep,  and  30.515  hogs. 

By  the  assessment  rolls  of  1888  there  were  then 
within  the  county  2.800  horses;  1,395  mules  and 
asses;  14,113  head  of  neat  cattle;  4.390  sheep,  and 
18. 131  hogs. 

The  real  estate  asssessment  in  1880  was  S031, 
079,  and  of  personal  property  8442,577.  making 
§1,073,050,  as  the  total  assessed  value  of  taxable 
property,  on  which  total  taxes  charged  amounted 
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to  $20,141.00.  la  1888  the  real  estate,  including 
the  railroads,  was  assessed  at  §1,671,839,  and  the 
personal  property  at  §948,628,  a total  of  §2,620,- 
467,  and  the  total  amount  of  taxes  charged  was 
§41,478.62.  These  figures  show  that  since  1880, 
the  taxable  property  has  considerably  more  than 
doubled,  while  the  taxes  have  but  little  more  than 
doubled.  The  county  has  good  public  buildings, 
is  entirely  out  of  debt,  and  its  scrip  is  worth  a 
hundred  cents  on  the  dollar.  The  railroads,  which 
now  constitute  a considerable  portion  of  its  taxa- 
ble wealth,  were  assessed  in  1888  as  follows: 

St.  Louis,  Iron  ilountain  & Southern.  .$278,140.00 
Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  & Memphis 252,763.00 

Total 530,903.00 

The  county’s  rapid  growth  as  shown  by  these 
statistics,  its  vast  resources,  the  great  facilities  for 
the  development  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and 
especially  stock  raising,  where  stock  lives  through 
the  year  on  the  grasses  and  mast  of  the  forest 
without  shelter;  and  where  the  climate  is  mild  and 
not  subject  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold;  where 
churches  and  schools  abound;  and  the  shipping 
facilities,  both  by  rail  and  water,  are  excellent,  and 
the  people  are  kind,  moral  and  sociable,  ought  to 
be  sufficient  inducements  to  turn  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration to  this  country,  instead  of  toward  the  cold 
region  of  the  West  and  Northwest — to  Oklahoma 
or  elsewhere.  Here  the  industrious  cannot  fail  to 
prosper. 

The  population  of  Lawrence  County  in  1870, 
after  it  was  reduced  to  its  present  limits,  was  5,735 
white  and  246  colored,  a total  of  7,981.  In  1880 
it  was  8,315  white  and  467  colored,  a total  of 
8,782.  There  is  no  manner  of  truly  ascertaining 
the  exact  present  population,  but  the  census  takers 
of  1890  will  certainly  find  a wonderful  increase 
over  that  of  1880. 

The  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  Rail- 
road enters  the  county  from  the  north,  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  Range  2 east,  and  runs  in  a south- 
westerly direction,  by  way  of  Walnut  Ridge,  Hoxie 
and  Minturn,  passing  out  near  the  middle  of  Range 
1 west.  Its  length,  within  'these  boundaries,  is 
twenty-three  miles.  The  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott 
& Memphis  Railroad  enters  about  four  miles  east 


of  the  northwest  corner,  and  runs  in  a southeast-  | 
erly  direction,  by  way  of  Ravenden,  Imboden,  i 
, Black  Rock,  Portia,  Hoxie  and  Sedgwick.  Its  j 
length,  within  the  county,  is  thirty-one  miles,  mak-  | 
ing  a total  of  fifty-four  miles  of  railroad  through  ' 
^ this  immediate  section.  j 

The  first  term  of  the  circuit  court  was  held,  as  | 
provided  in  the  act  creating  the  county,  at  the  I 
house  of  Solomon  Hewit,  on  Spring  River,  and  the  | 
j next  session  convened  “ at  the  new  house  of  Rich-  ' 
I ard  Murphy,  Esq.,  in  Spring  River  Township.”  j 
After  that  it  was  held  at  Davidsonville,  the  place  j 
selected  for  the  seat  of  justice.  This  court,  aside  ' 
from  the  jurisdiction  usually  held  by  circuit  courts,  : 
i exercised  jurisdiction  over  all  county  and  probate  | 

, business  until  1829,  w'hen  the  county  court  was 
organized.  The  terms  of  the  circuit  court  now 
' convene  at  Powhatan  in  March  and  August,  and 
at  Walnut  Ridge  in  March  and  September  of  each 
year. 

! The  county  court  was  created  under  the  Terri- 
torial laws,  in  1829,  its  first  session  having  been 
! held  in  April,  1830.  It  then  consisted  of  a judge 
and  several  justices  of  the  peace  as  associates,  and 
remained  thus  composed  until  after  1836,  when 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  It  then 
' comprised  a judge  and  two  associates,  until  1873, 
when  a board  of  commissioners  constituted  the 
court.  During  all  of  this  period,  after  1836,  the 
i county  court  judge,  presiding  alone,  held  the  pro- 
bate court.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
of  1874,  the  county  court  has  consisted  of  a single 
judge,  and  he,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  judge  of 
the  probate  court.  The  terms  of  the  former  are 
held  at  Powhatan  for  the  entire  county,  beginning 
I on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  April,  July  and 
October,  of  each  year,  and  of  the  probate  court  for 
the  Western  district  at  Powhatan  on  the  second 
Mondays  of  the  same  months,  and  for  the  Eastern 
district,  at  Walnut  Ridge,  on  the  third  Mondays 
of  the  same  months. 

The  resident  attorneys  constituting  the  legal 
bar  of  Lawrence  County,  are  M.  D.  Bal)er,  R.  P 
' Mack,  Charles  C.  Rogers,  John  K.  Gibson,  Z.  M. 
Cypert  and  Charles  Coffin.  The  hatter  two  live  at 
Walnut  Ridge,  and  the  others  at  P iVh  atan. 
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There  have  been  a few  leeral  and  some  illegal 

the  Confederate  army.  After  the  Federal  army 

executions  of  criminals  within  the  temtory.  Dur- 

obtained  possession  of  the  country,  and  toward  the 

ing  the  early  days  of  its  existence,  as  originally 

close  of  the  war,  a few  individuals  left  here  and 

constituted,  when  courts  and  officers  were  few,  the 

joined  it.  The  tir.st  company  organized  in  the  , 

old  settlers  often  took  the  administration  of  justice 

county  was  that  of  Capt.  Z.  P.  McAlexander,  re- 

into  their  own  hands,  and  for  murder,  rape,  arson 

cruited  in  the  spring  of  1861.  Among  the  captains 

and  horse  stealing,  usually  selected  certain  ones  to 

and  flr.st  commanders  of  other  companies  were  the 

run  down  the  perpetrators,  w’ho,  when  caught. 

following  named:  Robert  Jones,  T.  J.  Warner, 

were  brought  back  and  hung  without  the  use  of  a 

Dr.  Andrew  Balfour,  William  C.  Sloan,  W.  G. 

court  or  jury.  For  lesser  crimes  offenders  were 

Matheny,  James  H.  Herndon.  Dr.  John  R.  Wells, 

tied,  stripped  and  flogged.  Hanging  and  flogging 

Wiley  Jones,  James  C.  Holmes,  Mr.  Wann,  James  j 

thus  constituted  the  only  modes  of  punishment  in- 

M.  Phelps,  Charles  A.  Stewart  and  John  A.  Lind- 

flicted  by  Judge  Lynch  and  his  associates.  This 

say,  besides  others. 

manner  of  acknowledging  crime  ceased  generally 

While  the  Federal  army  under  Gen.  Curtis  had 

w’hen  the  Territory  was  divided  into  several  counties. 

possession  of  this  part  of  Arkansas,  in  the  summer  i 

and  courts  and  officers  became  more  numerous. 

of  1862,  a post  was  maintained  about  three  mouths  ! 

However,  only  a few  years  ago,  a mob  composed 

at  Smith  ville.  Meanwhile  Confederate  forces 

of  individuals  outside  of  the  county,  forcibly  took 

scoured  the  country,  keeping  watch  and  reporting 

from  the  jail  at  Powhatan,  a negro,  incarcerated 

the  movements  of  their  enemies.  Two  slight  skir- 

therein  on  a charge  of  committing  rape,  and  hanged 

mishes,  in  which  a few  were  killed  and  wounded, 

him.  For  capital  crimes  men  have  been  legally 

took  place  between  the  opposing  forces  within  the  ' 

tried  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  long  terms. 

county,  one  about  four  miles  west  of  Smithvillo, 

and  a few,  some  half  dozen,  have  been  executed. 

and  the  other  a mile  and  a half  north  of  Powhat- 

Two  of  the  latter,  however,  were  tried  in  this 

an.  No  property  was  burned  by  either  army,  but  | 

county,  on  change  of  venue,  from  other  counties. 

both  passed  and  re-passed,  and  camped  here  so 

Society  is  now  well  regulated,  and  property  and 

constantly  during  the  war  period,  that  provisions 

persons  are  preserved  in  safety. 

were  all  consumed,  and  citizens  left  in  a destitute  j 

The  people  of  Lawrence  County  were  originally 

and  suffering  condition.  ! 

opposed  to  a separation  of  the  States  of  the  Fed- 

As  was  the  case  with  nearly  if  not  all  the  coun- 

eral  Union,  but  when  actual  war  came  they  were 

ties  mentioned  in  this  work,  the  educational  facilities 

found  to  be,  with  very  few  exceptions,  in  full  sym- 

of  Lawrence  County  were  very  meager  prior  to  the 

pathy  with  the  Southern  cause.  A few  of  the  ‘ ‘ old- 

inauguration  of  the  free  school  .system.  Statistics 

line  Whigs  ” adhered  to  their  Union  sentiments 

at  hand  show  that,  in  1881.  the  scholastic  popula- 

throughout  the  struggle,  and  were  saved  by  the 

tion  consisted  of  2.685  white,  and  168  colored 

efforts  of  their  Southern,  sympathizing  neighbors 

children,  and  that  of  these  only  1,450,  less  than  j 

from  punishment  at  the  hands  of  Confederate  sol- 

one- half,  were  taught  in  the  public  schools.  Tliere 

diers.  On  the  other  hand,  many  adherents  of  the 

were  then  twenty-one  male  and  live  female  teachers 

South  were  saved  by  Union  citizens  from  punish- 

employed,  and  the  amount  expended  for  the  sup- 

ment  by  Federal  soldiers.  Though  opposed  in  sen- 

port  of  the  schools  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

timent  there  was  no  quarrel  or  flghting  among 

1881,  was  85,573.90.  The  report  of  the  State 

themselves.  In  1860  this  countv,  including  all  of 

superintendent  of  public  instruction  for  the  year 

what  is  now  Sharp,  and  about  twonty-tive  square 

ending  June  30,  1888.  shows  that  the  scholastic 

miles  afterward  set  off  to  Randolph,  had  a pop- 

population  consisted  of  3.950  white,  and  303  col- 

Illation  of  10,000.  Out  of  this  number  of  peo-  i 

ored  children,  and  that  of  these  2.353  white,  and 

i 

pie  not  less  than  seventeen  companies  of  soldiers  : 

198  colored,  much  more  than  one-half,  were  taught 

L 

were  recruited  and  organized  for  and  served  in  j 

in  the  public  scliools;  that  there  were  forty  fi'ur 
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male  and  eight  female  teachers  employed,  and  that 
the  amount  expended  for  the  support  of  the  schools 
during  the  year  was  §15,319.36.  The  same  report 
shows  that  the  average  monthly  salaries  which  were 
paid  teachers  were  as  follows:  First  grade — males. 
§42.20;  females,  §35.56.  Second  grade — males, 
.§33.33;  females,  §30.18.  Third  grade — males. 
§32.54;  females,  none.  A much  better  class  of 
teachers  than  formerly  are  now  being  employed. 

I The  free  school  system  has  to  a great  extent  out- 
i grown  the  prejudice  formerly  existing  against  it, 

I and  it  is  now  becoming  popular,  and  is  better  and 
j better  sustained  as  the  years  go  by.  At  this  writ- 
' ing  there  are  fifty-two  school  districts,  and  fifty- 
five  white  and  three  colored  schools  within  the 
county. 

The  Methodists  and  Baptists  organized  the  pio- 
neer Christian  societies  of  the  county,  followed  at 
a later  date  by  other  denominations 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  is  now 
the  strongest  here,  and  its  various  organizations  be- 
long to  the  Newport  district  of  White  River  confer- 
ence, of  which  Rev.  F.  E.  Taylor  is  presiding  elder. 
Powhatan  and  Walnut  Ridge  constitute  a station, 
with  a membership  of  about  100,  and  of  which 
Rev.  G.  W.  Smith  is  the  present  pastor.  Portia 
circuit  has  about  eight  appointments  or  preaching 
places,  and  a membership  of  nearly  135,  with  Rev. 
J.  H.  Anderson  as  pastor.  Walnut  Ridge  circuit 
has  several  appointments  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  a membership  of  about  300.  Smith - 
ville  circuit  has  six  appointments,  and  a member- 
ship of  496,  with  Rev.  \V.  T.  Ready  as  pastor. 
Hoxie  mission  includes  Hoxie,  Black  Rock  and 
other  points,  with  a large,  scattering  membership, 
and  with  Rev.  S.  D.  Evans  as  pastor. 

Of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  there  are  the 
followinir  church  orgcanizations;  Pleasant  Hill,  on 
Strawberry  River;  Bethany,  on  Ridge  Creek;  New 
Hope,  seven  miles  west  of  Powhatan;  Clear  Spring, 
on  Stinnett’s  Creek;  Pleasant  Grove,  in  the  Flat 
Woods  near  Sj)i'ing  River;  Cross  Roads,  near  Por- 
tia; Stranger’s  Home  and  tw'o  or  three  others. 
Some  of  them  have  a small  and  others  a very  large 
membership. 

Of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  three  organ- 


i 

I 

izations  are  within  the  county — iVIt.  Zion  and  Har 
mony,  on  Caney  Creek,  and  Jerusalem,  on  Ridge  ' 
Creek,  with  an  average  membership  of  about  fifty  | 
each.  Elders  G.  W.  Hassell  and  C.  L.  Sneed  are 

i 

pastors.  i 

Lebanon  Church,  seven  miles  southwest  of 
Powhatan,  the  oldest  society  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  here,  was  organized  in  1852,  by  Rev.  Sam-  ■ 
uel  J.  Baird.  It  has  a very  small  membership. 
Pow'hatan  was  first  organized  in  the  year  1867,  and 
in  1875  it  was  re-organized  by  Rev.  Thomas  R. 
Welch,  of  Little  Rock.  It  has  a membership  of  ' 
fourteen.  Walnut  Ridge  Presbyterian  Church  was 
organized  in  1876  or  1877,  also  by  Rev.  Welch. 
The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Isaac  J.  Long,  of  Bates-  j 
ville,  president  of  Arkansas  College,  who  preaches 
there  twice  a month.  Black  Rock  Presbyterian  ; 
Church  was  organized  in  December,  1888,  by  Rev.  | 
R.  B.  Willis,  evangelist  of  Arkansas  Presbytery, 
with  seventeen  original  members.  Rev.  W.  S. 
Baker,  a licentiate,  during  his  vacation  from  the 
Theological  Seminary,  is  preaching  at  Powhatan. 
Black  Rock  and  Lebanon. 

Of  the  Christian  denomination  three  organiza- 
tions are  worthy  of  mention:  New  Prospect,  on 

Steep  Bank  Creek,  one  at  Opposition,  and  one 
at  Portia.  Nearly  all  the  church  organizations 
throughout  this  vicinity  maintain  Sunday-schools, 
having  also  regular  preaching,  and  do  good  work 
in  the  moral  vineyard.  The  settled  portions  of 
the  county  are  well  supplied  with  churches  and 
schools. 

The  county  of  Lawrence  was  organized  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri,  approved  January  15.  1815,  by 
Gov.  William  Clark.  It  was  named  in  honor  of 
Capt.  Lawrence,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the 
United  States  navy  during  the  War  of  1812-15. 

At  this  time  the  whole  of  what  is  now  Arkansas  was 
a part  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  this  county 
was  carved  out  of  the  original  subdivision  known 
as  New  Madrid,  and  was  described  as  follows: 

“ Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Reil  River,  on 
the  line  dividing  said  county  [New  Madrid]  from 
the  County  of  Arkansas:  thence  with  saiil  line  to 
the  River  St.  Francis;  thence  up  the  River  St. 
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Francis  to  the  division  line  between  the  counties  of 
Cape  Girardeau  and  New  Madrid;  thence  with 
said  last- mentioned  line  to  the  western  boundary 
line  of  the  Osage  purchase;  thence  with  the  last- 
mentioned  line  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
county  of  Arkansas;  thence  with  the  last-mentioned 
line  to  the  place  of  beginning,”  By  a careful 
study  of  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Lawrence 
county  originally  comprised  a large  portion  of 
Southeast  Missouri  and  of  Northeast  Arkansas- 
enough  territory  to  make  a State.  Since  then, 
from  time  to  time,  other  counties  have  been  formed 
out  of  this,  until  it  has  been  cut  down  to  its  pres- 
ent limits.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved 
March  26,  1887,  two  judicial  districts  were  formed, 
— the  Eastern  and  the  Western — with  Black  River 
as  the  dividing  line  between  them;  and  Walnut 
Ridge  was  made  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  Eastern 
district. 

The  act  creating  the  counly  provided  that  the 
first  county  court  and  circuit  court  to  be  holden  for 
said  county  should  be  held  at  the  house  of  Solo- 
mon Hewit.  on  Spring  River.  Later,  at  the  Oc- 
tober term,  1815,  Louis  De  Munn,  William  Robin- 
son, William  Hix,  Sr.,  Morris  Moore,  Solomon 
Hewit,  Andrew  Criswell  and  Isaac  Kelley,  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  select  the  permanent  seat  of 
justice  for  the  county,  or  a majority  of  them,  re- 
ported to  the  county  court  tliat  they  had  fixed  the 
permanent  seat  of  justice  on  Big  Black  River,  near 
the  mouth  of  Spring  River,  and  purchased  the 
town  site  from  their  several  owners,  for  the  sum  of 
$255.  Soon  after  a town  w'as  laid  out  on  the  site 
selected,  and  named  Davidsonville.  At  this  place 
the  county  seat  remained  until  1829.  when  it  was 
removed  to  Jackson  in  what  is  now  Randolph 
County.  No  vestige  of  Davidsonville  at  this 
time  can  be  found.  May  22,  1837,  David  Orr, 
Alexander  Smith  and  William  Thom[>son,  commis- 
sioners previously  appointed  to  select  a new  site 
for  the  seat  of  justice,  reported  that  they  had  lo- 
cated the  county  seat  on  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Sec- 
tion 33,  Township  17  north,  Range  3 west,  donated 
by  James  H.  Benson  for  the  purpose.  To  this 
place,  where  a town  was  laid  out  and  named  Sniith- 
ville,  the  county  seat  was  immediately  remov(>d. 


and  remained  there  until  1868,  when,  in  accord-  ( 
ance  with  the  act  of  the  legislature  creating  Sharp 
County,  it  was  removed  to  Clover  Bend,  on  Black 
River,  six  miles  south  of  Pow'hatan.  Afterward 
the  question  of  removing  the  seat  of  justice  to  the  |. 
town  of  Powhatan,  was  submitted  to  the  voters  of 
the  county,  at  an  election  held  November  15,  1869. 
on  which  occasion  207  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  i 
the  removal,  and  only  six  against  it.  In  accord-  j 
ance  with  this  decision  of  the  people,  the  records 
were  taken  to  Powhatan,  which  became  the  final 
and  permanent  seat  of  justice.  i 

At  all  the  former  county  seats,  excepting  Clover 
Bend,  but  ordinary  public  buildings  were  used.  i 
In  1873  the  first  comt-house  at  Powhatan,  a large 
two-story  brick  structure,  with  offices  below  and 
court  room  above,  was  completed  by  Thornton  A 
Jones,  of  Little  Rock,  at  a cost  of  between  $16,- 
000  and  817,000.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  the 
month  of  March,  1885,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
work  of  an  incendiary.  The  records,  however, 
which  were  in  a vault  that  had  been  attached  to 
the  building  after  its  original  construction,  were 
saved  in  good  condition.  The  present  court-house 
was  constructed  in  1888,  by  the  contractors.  Boon 
& McGinnis,  at  a cost,  including  the  pay  of  the 
commissioner.  J.  P.  Coffin,  and  the  removal  of  the 
debris  of  the  old  building,  of  about  812,000.  It 
stands  on  the  site  of  the  former  building,  and  is  a 
handsome  modern  two -story  brick  structure,  on  a 
rock  foundation,  with  fine  offices  and  fire-proof 
vaults  below  and  the  court  and  other  rooms  above. 

The  jail,  near  the  court-house,  is  a substantial  stone 
hoirse,  containing  iron  cells.  When  the  county 
was  divided  into  judicial  districts,  a two-story 
frame  court- house,  with  the  clerk’s  office  and  two 
jury  rooms  on  the  first  floor  and  the  court  room  on 
the  second,  was  erected  at  Walnut  Ridge,  at  the 
expense  of  the  citizens  of  that  district.  The  coun- 
ty offices  authorized  to  be  held  there  are  managed 
by  deputies. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  county  otlicers  of 
Lawrence  County  as  compiled  from  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  State,  showing  also  the  time  served 
1)V  each. 

Judges:  James  Campliell,  IS29-32;  T.  S. 
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Drew,  1832-33;  John  Hardin,  1833-40;  J.  C. 
Floyd,  1840-44;  J.  Ficklin,  1844-40;  A.  H. 
Nunn,  1846-50;  John  Milligan,  1850-52;  G.  Mc- 
Gehey,  1852-56;  W.  C.  Smith,  1856-58;  George 
McGehey,  1858-60;  C.  S.  Wainright,  1860-62;  G. 
McGehey,  1862-64;  Solomon  Yeager,  1864-66;  G. 
McGehey,  1866-68;  Josiah  Dent,  1868-72;  com- 
missioners, 1872-74;  J.  N.  Hillhouse,  1874-76; 
David  Wagster,  1876-78;  Alex.  Jackson,  1878-84; 
W.  A.  Townsend,  1884-86;  David  C.  Smith, 
1886-88;  W.  A.  Townsend,  present  incumbent, 
elected  in  1888. 

Clerks:  Lewis  DeMunn,  1815-19;  E.  Searcy, 
1819-21;  H.  Sanford,  1821-25;  R.  Richardson, 
1825-27;  H.  R.  Hynson,  1827-29;  D.  W.  Lowe, 
1829-38;  J.  S.  Brown,  1838-42;  J.  B.  Wilmeth, 
1842-46;  A.  Hammond,  1846-48;  L.  B.  Toney, 
1848-50;  N.  C.  Steadman,  1850-53;  J.  N.  Hill- 
house,  1853-58;  Z.  P.  McAlexander,  1858-60; 

A.  Lowe,  1860-64;  H.  W.  Harlovr,  1864-66;  A. 
Lowe,  1866-68;  J.  H.  Snyder,  1868-72;  William 
McBride,  1872-73;  J.  P.  Coffin,  1873-88;  Clay 
Sloan,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

Sheriffs:  Joseph  Hardin,  1819-25;  J.  M.  Kuy- 
kendall, 1825-36.  T.  McCarroll,  1836-44;  L. 
Toney,  1844-46;  L.  B.  Poer,  1846-50;  C.  C. 
Straughan,  1850-54;  W.  J.  Hudson,  1854-56;  T. 
C.  Steadman,  1856-60;  J.  D.  Wyatt,  1860-62; 

B.  F.  Matthews,  1862-66;  J.  H.  W.  Campbell, 
1866-68;  J.  B.  Judkins,  1868-72;  W.  G.  Was- 
son, 1872-78;  W.  A.  Townsend,  1878-80;  John 
Darter,  1880-86;  C.  A.  Stuart,  present  incumbent, 
first  elected  in  1886. 

Treasurers:  C.  T.  Stewart,  1836-40;  J.  B. 
Wilmeth,  1840-42;  Henry  King,  1842-44;  F.  B. 
Wilmeth,  1844-46;  C.  C.  Straughan,  1846-50; 
Edward  Holt,  1850-56;  James  McCarroll,  1856-62; 

L.  W.  Robertson.  1862-64;  E.  Taylor,  1864-66; 
Edward  Holt,  1866-68;  Samuel  Sharp,  1868-72; 
J.  N.  Campbell,  1872-78;  W.  Childers,  1878-82; 

M.  D.  Hudson,  1882-88;  J.  N.  Campbell,  present 
incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

Surveyors;  John  Rodney,  1827-30;  J.  M. 
Cooper,  1830-35;  N.  W.  Crawford,  1835-36;  T. 
Johnson,  1836-38;  John  Kidd,  1838-40;  L.  B. 
Lang,  1840-42;  G.  Durham,  1842-46;  T.  John- 


son, 1846-52;  J.  T.  Perkins,  1852-54;  T.  John- 
son, 1854-56;  Alfred  Gay,  1856-60;  J.  Pattun, 
1860-62;  T.  Johnson,  1862-64;  Alfred  Gay, 

1864-66;  T.  B.  Goforth,  1866-68;  H.  L.  Roberts, 
1868-71;  J.  P.  Coffin,  1871-72;  G.  Matthews, 

1872-74;  I.  T.  Morris,  1874-76;  John  Darter. 

1876-80;  W.  Brannon,  1880-86;  M.  H.  Agee, 

1886-88;  William  Matthews,  present  incumbent, 
elected  in  1888. 

Assessors;  G.  W.  Wright,  1862-64;  B.  F. 
Matthews,  1864-66;  Alfred  Gay,  1866-68;  J.  W. 
Houghton,  1868-70;  S.  G.  Sharp,  1870-72;  J. 
B.  Judkins,  1872-74;  C.  G.  Dent,  1874,  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1876;  M.  D.  Hudson,  from  February,  1876; 
W.  A.  Townsend.  1876-78;  E.  A.  Vinson,  1878- 
80;  T.  J.  Moore,  1880-82;  James  H.  Doyle, 
1886-88.  J.  H.  Moseley,  1882-84;  Samuel  A. 
Harris,  1884-86;  J.  N.  Childers,  present  incum- 
bent, elected  in  1888. 

Representatives  in  constitutional  conventions; 
1836,  Robert  Smith,  Thomas  S.  Drew,  David  W. 
Lowe  and  Henry  Slavens;  1861,  M.  D.  Baber  and 
S.  Robinson;  1864.  none;  1868,  Bouldin  Duvall; 
1874,  Philip  K.  Lester. 

The  political  aspect  of  the  county  can  be 
readily  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  number 
of  votes  cast  at  the  November  election  in  1888,  for 
the  candidates  for  the  presidency  and  for  congress- 
men. For  president:  Cleveland  (Dem.),  1.416;  Har- 
rison (Rep. ),  427 ; Streeter  ( U.  L. ).  154 ; F isk  (Pro. ), 
10.  For  Congress:  W.  H.  Cate  (Dem.),  1.292;  L. 
P.  Featherstone  (combined  opposition),  699.  At 
the  State  election  held  in  September,  1888,  James 
P.  Eagle,  Democratic  candidate  for  governor,  re- 
ceived  1,503  votes,  and  C.  51.  Norwood,  opposition 
candidate  for  the  same  office,  received  762  votes. 

Alicia,  a town  on  the  Iron  5Iountain  Railroad, 
near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county,  con- 
tains three  general  stores,  a saw-mill,  cotton-gin,' 
church,  school-house  and  a number  of  dwelling- 
houses. 

Black  Rock,  on  the  western  side  of  Black 
River,  where  the  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  A 51em 
phis  Railroad  crosses  the  same,  comprises  five  gen- 
eral, eight  grocery,  two  elnig,  ot»e  hardware  and 
one  millinery  stores;  five  hotels,  several  Inuirding 
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houses,  two  meat  markets,  one  wholesale  flour  store,  i 
a bakery  and  restaurant,  ten  saw-mills  (seven  of  ^ 
which  have  shingle  mills  attached),  one  separate  1 
shingle-mill,  one  planing  mill,  one  lumber  drying  i 
kiln,  one  heating  factory,  one  lath-mill,  a wagon 
felloe  factory,  one  undertaker’s  store,  several 
mechanics’  shops,  a stone  quarry,  a weekly  news- 
paper, a school-house,  two  churches  (Methodist  and 
Presbyterian),  and  a population  of  al)out  1,000. 
It  is  also  the  headquarters  for  three  steamboats,  the 
“George  W.  Decker,’’  the  “Hope’’  and  the  “St. 
Augustine.’’  The  latter  makes  daily  round  trips 
between  Black  Rock  and  Pocahontas.  The  Bowlder 
Publishing  Company,  of  Black  Rock,  publish  a 
stanch  Republican  paper  of  seven  columns,  issued 
weekly,  which  was  first  organized  August  24,  1888, 
and  edited  by  J.  G.  Cash,  as  a Democratic  paper. 
It  was  purchased  by  the  above  company  February 
2,  1889,  and  is  the  only  paper  published  in  Black 
Rock.  It  is  a fearless  critic  on  every  course  of 
human  events,  and  each  issue  is  replete  with  in- 
teresting matter.  George  Dent  is  editor. 

Black  River  and  its  tributaries  above  Black 
Rock,  aggregate  a thousand  miles  of  waterways, 
through  a well  timbered  country,  uncrossed  by  a 
railroad.  The  outlet  for  the  timber  of  this  vast 
section  is  through  Black  Rock,  by  way  of  Black 
River  and  the  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  & Memphis 
Railroad.  The  town  was  incorporated  October  7, 
1884.  It  has  all  been  built  since  the  completion 
of  this  railroad. 

Clover  Bend,  a 2,000-acre  plantation  on  Black 
River,  eight  miles  below  Black  Rock,  with  1,300 
acres  in  cotton  at  this  writing,  has  a supply  store, 
saw  and  grist-mill,  cotton-gin,  church,  school- 
house  and  a few  dwellings. 

Dosy  is  a postofilce  four  miles  southeast  of 
Clover  Bend. 

Egypt,  a postoffice,  is  six  miles  southeast  of 
Minturn. 

Hoxie,  at  the  crossing  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron 
Mountain  & Southern,  with  the  Kansas  City,  Fort 
Scott  & Memphis  Railroads,  contains  a general 
store,  several  groceries  and  restaurants,  four  hotels, 
a church  and  a school  house  and  some  dwellings. 

Imboden,  on  the  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  A 


Memphis  Railroads,  eight  miles  northwest  of  Black 
Rock,  includes  three  greneral  stores,  two  efroceries, 
two  saloons,  a hotel,  livery  stable,  school- house, 
church,  and  dwellings. 

Lindsay  is  a postoffice  on  the  railroad,  four  miles 
southwest  of  Hoxie. 

Minturn  is  also  on  the  railroad,  six  miles  south 
west  of  Hoxie;  two  general  stores,  a hotel,  cotton-  | 
gin,  church,  school-house,  etc.,  are  here.  ' 

Opposition  is  a postoffice  in  the  northwest  part 
of  the  county.  ' 

Parsonville,  five  miles  east  of  Minturn,  is  but  a 
postoffice.  i 

Portia,  a railroad  village,  two  miles  southeast  | 
of  Black  Rock,  supports  three  general  stores,  two  j 
groceries,  a drug  store,  two  saw  mills,  a church.  | 
school -house  and  dwellings.  ! 

Powhatan,  the  county  seat,  on  the  western 
bank  of  Black  River,  two  miles  below  Black  Rock.  ; 
proves  a profitable  center  for  four  general  stores, 
one  grocery,  one  drug  store,  a spoke  factory.  | 

blacksmith  and  wagon  shop,  two  hotels,  two 
churches — IMethodist  and  Presbyterian — a school - 
house,  livery  stable,  the  county  buildings,  a ferry 
across  the  river,  and  about  250  inhabitants.  It  is 
a very  old  town,  the  site  of  which  was  settled  by 
John  Ficklin,  and  its  location  is  a most  pleasant 
one. 

Ravenden,  on  the  Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott 
Memphis  Railroad,  five  miles  northwest  of  Imbo- 
den. contains  three  general  stores,  a hotel,  chinch, 
school-house,  etc. 

Sedgwick,  on  the  same  railroad,  at  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  county,  consists  of  a saw  mill, 
store,  sfrocei'Vr  school-house  and  a few  dwelliuijs. 

Smithville,  for  many  years  the  county  seat,  sit- 
uated ten  miles  west  of  Powhatan,  has  four  gen- 
eral stores,  a drug  store,  hotel,  livery  stable,  and 
about  350  inhabitants. 

Stranger’s  Home,  a store  and  postoffice,  is  seven 
miles  southeast  of  Clover  Bend. 

Strawberrv  is  a viilajre  of  loj;  houses  on  Straw- 
berry  River, containing  two  general  stores,  a school- 
house,  church,  etc. 

Taylor  includes  only  a store  and  postoffice  on 
Strawberry  River. 
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Walnut  Ridge,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad, 
one  and  a half  miles  north  of  Hoxie,  the  seat  of 
justice  for  the  Eastern  district,  contains  seven  gen- 
eral stores,  four  groceries,  a bakery,  meat  market, 
three  hotels,  two  livery  stables,  a cotton-gin  and 
grist-mill,  two  churches,  a school- house,  the  court- 
house, a weekly  newspaper,  and  its  complement  of 
dwelling  houses.  In  size  it  is  the  second  town  in 
the  county.  The  Telephone,  now  nearing  the 
completion  of  its  third  volume,  is  a neat  and  well- 
edited  Democratic  newspaper,  published  there  by 
its  proprietor,  George  Thornburg.  It  ably  sup- 
ports the  interests  of  the  commirnity. 

All  of  these  places  are  supplied  with  a post- 
office,  and  those  located  on  the  railroads  have 
depots.  A proportionate  number  of  physicians 
are  found,  besides  notaries  public,  insirrance  and 
other  agents. 

Bonita  Springs  is  a noted  summer  resort,  one 
mile  west  of  Black  Rock,  where  there  are  mineral 
springs  and  a hotel.  Lodges  of  Masons,  Odd 
Fellows,  Knights  of  Labor,  Wheelers  aud  other 
orders,  exists  at  various  places  throughout  the 
county. 


Jacob  S.  Allison,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser 
whom  Lawrence  County  can  feel  proud  to  claim  as 
a citizen,  was  born  in  Burke  County,  N.  C. , Novem- 
ber 12,  1837.  He  is  a son  of  Bird  and  Elizabeth 
(Davis)  Allison,  of  the  same  State.  The  elder 
Allison  was  a farmer  in  North  Carolina,  until  the 
year  1859,  when  he  moved  to  Cocke  County,  Tenn., 
and  from  there  to  Alabama,  where  he  now  resides 
with  his  wife,  very  near  the  age  of  one  hundred 
years.  Jacob  remained  with  his  parents  in  North 
Carolina,  until  he  grew'  to  manhood,  and  then  started 
in  life  on  his  own  account.  In  1891  he  enlisted  in 
the  Twenty-second  North  Carolina  Infantry,  and 
served  in  that  company  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  took  part  in  the  battles  around  Richmond,  at 
Manassas,  Chancellorsville,  the  seven  days’  battle, 
in  the  Wilderness,  the  tigrhts  and  siege  at  Peters-  1 
burg.  Cedar  Creek,  and  others,  besides  twenty  or  j 
more  skirmisbes.  He  w.as  wounded  twice,  through 
the  shouhler,  at  Shepherdstown,  by  ritle  balls,  and 


had  one  finger  shot  off.  His  service  for  the  cause 
was  brilliant,  and  there  are  few  that  are  suj)erior. 
After  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  w here  he  remained  up  to  1871,  } 

w'hen  he  moved  to  Arkansas  and  located  at  Clover 
Bend.  He  first  bought  some  land  near  Stranger’s  ^ 
Home,  and  has  since  then  added  to  it  on  different 
occasions,  until  now  he  owns  about  1,400  acres  of 
rich  bottom  land,  with  about  200  acres  under  cul-  ^ 
tivation.  He  has  ten  houses  altogether  on  his 
land,  eight  of  them  being  on  the  home  farm. 
When  Mr.  Allison  first  came  to  Lawrence  County, 
all  he  possessed  was  S90  cash,  and  two  beds,  and 
was  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  SlOO,  which  he  has 
since  paid.  He  now  owns  a fine  farm,  and  is  con-  ! 
sidered  to  be  one  of  +he  most  substantial  men  in  ; 
Lawrence  County.  He  was  married,  in  1869,  to 
Miss  Sallie  Storey,  of  Tennessee,  a daughter  of 
William  Storey,  and  has  had  seven  childi-en  by  his 
marriage:  William,  Clara,  Rose.  Pearl.  Lizzie.  ! 
Robert  Lee  and  Zola.  Mr.  Allison  is  a Master- 
Mason,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Allison  are  both  members 
of  the  Eastern  Star  Chapter.  j 

Sidney  W.  Andrew's,  of  Sexton  & Andrew.s,  i 
druggists,  w'as  born  in  Jefferson  Countv.  111.,  Jan- 
uary  12,  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Seymour  Andrews 
and  Martha  C.  (Hendrickson)  Andrews,  now'  resid- 
ing in  Centralia,  111.  The  parents  had  ten  chil-  , 
dren  born  to  them,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  | 
S.  W.  Andrews  being  the  only  one  in  Arkansas,  | 
how'ever.  Mr.  .Andrews  was  reared  in  Centralia, 
and  received  a common  school  education.  In  the  | 
year  1871  he  learned  telegraphy,  in  Centralia.  111., 
and  accepted  a situation  as  telegraph  operator  at 
Georgetown,  111.  Soon  thereafter  he  emigrated  to  | 
Arkansas,  and  in  1874  entered  the  employ  of  the 
St.  Louis.  Iron  [Mountain  A Southern  Raihvay 
Com{)any  as  agent  arid  operator  at  Bradford,  re- 
maining in  their  service  at  Bradford  and  Walnut 
Ridge  until  January.  1887,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Josejili  K.  Sexton  in  the  drug 
trade,  and  has  had  fair  success.  He  is  a [Mason, 
and  a member  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor, 
also  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.,  South, 
and  is  treasurer  of  the  town.  H*'  was  unitt'd  in 
wedlock  to  Mrs.  Belle  E.  i Raney)  .Matthews,  May 
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3,  1883,  and  has  had  two  children;  Sidney  Mills, 
born  March  7,  1884,  died  wdth  whooping  cough 
August  16,  1884;  Alonzo  Bertrand,  born  October 
29,  1885,  died  with  membraneous  croup  August  24, 

I 1889.  His  wife  is  also  a member  of  the  Methodist 
i Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Joseph  Bagley  (deceased)  was  born  in  Bed- 
ford, Penn.,  February  23,  1802,  and  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  Bagley,  a native  of  Scotland  (who  came  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  a very  early  day),  and 
Martha  (Bentle)  Bagley.  He  was  reared  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Bedford,  or  Bedford  Springs, 
Penn.,  and  in  his  younger  days  drove  a hack,  and 
did  considerable  freighting  between  Philadelphia 
and  the  above-named  places.  When  between  the 
age  of  twenty  one  and  twenty-two  he  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  regular  army  for  five  years,  and, 
on  one  occasion,  was  sent  w’ith  his  company  up  the 
Missouri  River,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow- 
stone. After  his  live  years’  service  was  up  he 
was  discharged  from  the  army,  at  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, and  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  resided  one 
year.  From  there  he  traveled  down  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  about  the  year  1829  or 
1830,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Annie  Gibson, 
of  Lawrence  County,  daughter  of  Jacob  Gibson. 
Within  a short  time  after  his  marriage  he  moved 
to  this  section,  and  commenced  farming,  until  his 
death,  April  0,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
His  grave  is  on  Col.  Ponder's  farm,  at  Old  Walnut 
Ridge.  He  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
section,  and  lived,  until  his  death,  about  live  miles 
northwest  of  Walnut  Ridge.  He  and  wife  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  only  two  of  w’hom  are 
yet  living,  Lavira,  the  wife  of  Thomas  C.  Heunes- 
see,  and  Isam  J.,  both  residents  of  Campbell 
Township.  Isam  J.  was  reared  on  the  homestead 
farm,  and  was  born  December  18,  1847.  He  led 
a placid  life  on  the  farm,  with  nothing  eventful  oc- 
curring to  disturb  the  serenity  of  his  existence  un- 
til March,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Thirteenth  Mi.s.souri  Cavalry,  and  was  a gallant 
soldier  through  the  remainder  of  the  war.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sailing,  of  Crawford 
County,  Ark.,  and  out  of  nine  children  has  live 
still  living:  Estella,  Charles,  John.  Alfred  and 


Edward.  Mr.  Bagley  first  rented  his  land  for 
three  or  four  years,  near  Walnut  Ridge,  and  then 
bought  120  acres  north  of  that  tosvn.  Since  then 
he  has  added  to  it.  and  now  owms  460  acres.  He 
also  operates  a cotton-gin  upon  the  farm,  and  deals 
very  largely  in  stock.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  in  politics  a Democrat,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  one  term. 

William  W.  Baley,  farmer  and  cotton  ginner, 
was  born  in  McNairy  County,  Tenn.,  in  the  year 
1835.  His.  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Nancy 
(Holman)  Baley,  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  set- 
tled in  Tennessee  with  their  parents  when  children. 
Later  in  life  they  married  and  moved  to  Hender- 
son County,  remaining  there  until  the  war  com- 
menced, when  they  transferred  their  home  to  Bal- 
lard County,  Ky.,  where  the  father  died  in  1867,  at 
the  age  of  seventy- four  years.  After  his  death  the 
mother  came  to  Arkansas  with  one  of  her  sons  and 
a daughter,  and  settled  in  Searcy  County,  where 
she  died  in  1870,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
she  had  been  an  earnest  worker  all  her  life.  Mr.  Ba- 
ley is  the  oldest  of  live  children  yet  living.  Seven 
were  born  to  his  parents,  but  two  of  them  have  died. 
He  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  and  commenced  farm- 
ing for  himself  in  Henderson  County  in  the  year 
1855,  where  he  remained  until  1862,  when  the  call 
to  arms  was  issued,  and  on  June  17  of  that  year 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  of  the  Seventh  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and  served  three  years  and  two  months. 
He  was  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  every  battle  in 
which  the  Seventh  Kansas  was  encracred,  and  can 
recount  some  of  the  narrowest  escapes  a soldier 
ever  had  in  time  of  war.  Tw’enty-eight  different 
times  he  was  shot  through  the  clothes  he  wore,  the 
bullets  not  even  scratching  his  skin,  and  on  four 
occasions  had  the  horse  he  rode  shot  from  under 
him.  His  service  through  the  war  was  honorable 
and  brave,  and  the  lustre  of  his  valor  can  never  be 
tarnished  by  time.  He  received  his  discharge  from 
the  army  in  November,  lS(i4,  at  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  and 
joined  his  family  in  Kentucky.  Five  years  later 
he  moved  to  Thomasville,  Mo.,  and  from  thence  to 
Arkansas,  coming  heroin  1870,  and  locating  on  Big 
Creek,  in  this  county.  He  came  to  his  present 
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home  iu  1872,  which,  at  that  time,  was  but  very  lit- 
tle improved.  Since  then  a great  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  condition  of  the  land.  He  owns  100 
acres,  125  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 
He  also  has  a cotton-gin  set  up  x)n  his  place  and  in 
1888  ginned  312  bales  of  cotton.  Mr.  Baley’s  wife  ' 
was  formerly  Miss  Jane  C.  Wadey,  of  Tennessee, 
born  in  1829.  They  have  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren living:  Richard  M. , Mary  E. , John  G. , Rob- 
ert L.  Mary  E.  is  the  wdfe  of  William  B.  Doyle, 
and  the  others  are  all  married  except  the  youngest. 
They  have  lost  two  children — Sarah  Ann  and 
Jeanette  E.  Mr.  Baley  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  the  former  of  Dry  Creek 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  453.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. 

William  J.  Ball,  retired  merchant  and  farmer, 
was  born  near  Murfreesboro,  Rutherford  County, 
Tenn.,  September  13,  1825.  He  is  a son  of  W. 
T.  Ball,  an  Englishman,  and  a native  of  Worcester- 
shire, whose  histories  and  adventures  would  till  a 
volume.  The  elder  Ball  was  a soldier  in  the  Eng- 
lish army,  and  fought  under  the  famous  Welling- 
ton. He  took  part  in  seven  battles  against  the 
great  Napoleon,  and  fought  under  Blucher  on  the 
memorable  field  of  IVaterloo.  He  was  a member 
of  the  British  army  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
but  the  principles  of  liberty  were  so  strongly  in- 
stilled in  his  mind  that  he  found  it  impossible  to 
fight  against  them,  and  deserted  the  ranks  to  join 
the  younger  nation  in  its  struggle  against  the  mother 
country.  After  the  war  had  ended,  he  came  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  and  settled  in  Rutherford  Coun- 
ty, where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Jordan,  a 
native  of  that  State,  whose  father  was  one  of  its 
pioneers.  He  resided  in  Rutherford  County,  one 
mile  from  Murfreesboro,  up  to  the  year  1835.  when 
he  moved  to  Bradley’s  Creek,  of  the  same  county, 
and  lived  there  till  1851, then  selling  out  and  mov- 
ing to  Gibson  County,  where  he  lived  until  1867. 
He  then  moved  back  to  Rutherford  County,  where 
he  died  in  1873.  W.  J.  Ball  remained  with  his 
father  in  Rutherford  County  until  his  eighteenth 
year,  and  then  received  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  mails  by  stage  coach  through  that  section  until 
the  fall  of  1858.  He  then  moved  to  Lawrence 


County,  Ark.,  and  bought  a farm  in  Spring  River 
Tow'nship  for  farming  purposes,  but  shortly  after- 
ward entered  into  business  at  Powhatan,  and  was 
a dealer  in  general  merchandise  up  to  the  time  of 
war,  and  during  that  period  had  charge  of  a dis- 
tillery, on  Martin’s  Creek,  for  the  government.  In 
January.  1866,  he  moved  to  Gibson  County, 
Tenn.,  more  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  children 
the  advantages  of  a good  schooling  than  anvthing 
else,  but  while  there,  engaged  in  the  general  mer- 
chandise business.  At  the  expiration  of  a year  he 
returned  to  Lawrence  County,  and  settled  upon 
the  place  he  now  occupies,  and  began  selling  goods. 
He  had  been  an  active  business  man  up  to  the  year 
1886,  when  he  turned  the  business  over  to  his  son. 
who  continues  at  it  with  the  same  enterprise  that 
characterized  his  father.  In  1868  Mr.  Ball  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Opposition,  and  still  has 
charge  of  the  ofiice.  He  owns  320  acres  of  land 
on  his  home  place,  with  about  180  acres  cleared, 
and  has  eighty  acres  in  clover  and  meadow,  and 
about  100  acres  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Ball  was 
married  on  September  13,  1846,  to  Miss  Mary 
Crouse,  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.,  a daughter 
of  Harmon  G.  Crouse.  There  are  five  children 
living  by  this  marriage:  George  IV..  Samuel  H. . 
Joseph,  now  carrying  on  the  business  here;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Joseph  Hallowell;  Hattie,  wife  of  F. 
M.  Graves,  and  William  T.  and  John,  who  are 
deceased,  the  former  in  1882  and  the  latter  in  1889. 
Mr.  Ball  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  of  which  he  is  clerk,  and  he  is 
also  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Sam.  H.  Ball,  a prominent  merchant  of  Rav- 
enden,  Lawrence  County,  was  born  in  Rutherford 
County,  Tenn.,  in  November,  1850,  and  is  a sou 
of  Il'illiam  J.  Ball,  whose  adventurous  career  has 
been  portrayed  in  the  sketch  pi'eceding  this. 
Mr.  Ball  remained  with  his  father  in  his  store 
until  he  reached  his  twenty- eighth  year.  He  then 
established  a store  for  himself  in  1879,  at  Opposi- 
tion, Ark.,  and  carried  on  a profitable  business  up 
to  the  year  1882.  In  1883  be  moved  to  Raven- 
den,  built  a magnificent  residence  and  a large, 
commodious  store,  and  put  in  a large  stock  of 
mer(*handise,  where  he  has  been  boldiuo;  forth 
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ever  since.  His  store  is  two  stories  in  height, 
the  upper  story  being  devoted  to  furniture,  under- 
takers’ goods,  clothing,  etc. ; the  lower,  dry  goods, 
boots  and  shoes,  groceries  and  general  planta- 
tion supplies.  He  handles  both  cotton  and  stock 
to  a srreat  extent,  and  altogrether  does  a business 
of  §35,000  to  $40,000  annually.  He  is  also  inter- 
ested in  a larcre  cotton-gin,  and  besides  owns  two 
large  farms,  situated  on  Spring  River,  one  in 
Lawrence  and  the  other  in  Randolph  County, 
being  a farmer  as  well  as  a successful  merchant. 
The  third  business  house  opened  in  Ravenden, 
after  the  location  of  the  Kansas  City,  Springfield 
& Memphis  Railroad,  was  by  Mr.  Ball,  and  he  is 
the  leading  man  of  the  place.  In  November.  1878, 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Williford,  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  a charming  widow.  Since  then 
five  children  have  been  added  to  the  family:  Cleo, 
Luther,  Marvin,  Ernest  and  Lillian.  Both  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Ball  are  consistent  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  The  former  is  a Democrat  politi- 
cally, a Mason  and  a member  of  Ravenden  Lodge 
No.  451,  of  which  he  is  Junior  Warden. 

Joseph  M.  Barlow,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
came  from  Illinois  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  the 
fall  of  1879.  His  occupation  on  his  arrival  was 
simply  farming  until  the  year  1888,  when  he 
moved  to  his  present  place,  known  as  the  Cross 
Roads  farm,  which  consists  of  342  acres  of  land, 
with  about  140  acres  under  cultivation,  and  now 
has  a good  frame  residence,  a cotton-gin,  grist- 
mill and  blacksmith-shop,  besides  his  interests  in 
stock  raising.  Mr.  Barlow  also  owns  a farm  near 
by,  which  he  rents  out.  This  place  consists  of  1 20 
acres,  of  which  forty  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and 
contains  a fine  orchard  of  about  100  peach  and 
apple  trees,  besides  a great  number  of  small  fruits. 
There  are  also  a good  frame  and  a log  house  on  the 
land,  which  is  situated  one  mile  southeast  of  Portia. 
Mr.  Barlow  is  a son  of  John  and  Sinah  (Finley) 
Barlow,  of  Illinois,  and  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  HI.,  July  14,  1841.  HLs  father  died  while 
still  a young  man,  in  1854,  and  he  remained  with 
his  mother  until  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account. 
In  the  spring  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  army  and 


served  until  expiration  of  enlistment,  and  in  July, 
1862,  he  once  more  enlisted,  in  the  Third  Illinois 
‘ Cavalry,  and  was  discharged  shortly  afterward  on 
account  of  general  disability  contracted  in  service. 

■ In  June,  1864,  he  entered  the  army  again  for  the 
third  time,  and  served  until  he  was  mustered  out, 
October  19,  1865.  Mr.  Barlow  first  entered  the 
ranks  as  a private,  but  soon  afterward  was  promoted 
j to  be  a sergeant,  and  his  record  through  the  war 
is  one  that  can  be  placed  among  the  best  of  that 
period.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  at  Haines’ 
Bluff,  Arkansas  Post,  and  a hot  scrimmage  at 
Memphis,  in  1865.  He  was  also  in  the  campaign 
against  Hood  at  Nashville  and  in  the  fight  at  that 
place.  Mr.  Barlow  was  married,  November  17, 
1859,  to  Miss  Catherine  Chapman,  of  Montgomery 
' County,  111.,  who  died  in  that  locality  in  1868.  The 
children  by  this  wife  are  Dora  A.,  wife  of  John 
Davenport,  and  a son,  who  lived  until  his  seven - 
I teenth  year.  He  was  again  married  on  February 
18,  1869,  to  Mrs.  Nancy  L.  Klutts,  a widow  lady, 

I of  Montgomery  County,  and  this  union  has  given 
them  two  children:  Sinah  J.  and  Clara  E.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barlow  are  both  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  the  former  is 
district  steward,  and  Mr.  Barlow  is  a member  of 
G.  A.  R.,  Lawrence  Post  No.  8,  and  is  adjutant  of 
that  post.  He  is  also  a Master  Mason  and  senior 
deacon  of  his  lodge,  and  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Honor.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  township,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  elected  county 
coroner.  At  the  end  of  that  term  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  county  and  probate  judge  by  the  Wheel, 
and  endorsed  by  the  Republicans,  as  the  latter 
made  no  nominations.  Mr.  Barlow  has  adopted 
Arkansas  as  his  future  residence,  and  expects  to 
live  and  die  in  Lawrence  County. 

Clark  S.  Beach,  an  extensive  stock  raiser, 
farmer  and  fruit  grower,  of  Lawrence  County,  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  on  March  27,  1843. 
His  parents  were  Arctus  and  Esther  (Gibbs)  Beach, 
of  New  Y’ork  State,  who  moved  to  Michigan  about 
[ the  year  1840,  and  settled  at  Detroit,  where  the 
' elder  Beach’s  occupation  was  farming  and  dealing 
in  stock.  He  remained  at  that  place  for  twelve 
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years,  and  then  moved  to  St.  Clair  County,  where 
he  continued  his  previous  occupation  and  also  kept 
a hotel.  His  death  occurred  at  the  latter  place  in 
1880,  leaving  a name  that  was  widely  known  and 
highly  respected.  C.  S.  Beach  grew  to  manhood 
" in  Wayne  and  St.  Clair  Counties,  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  had  reached  his  twenty- 
first  year.  April  8,  1805,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  until  the 
clo.se  of  the  war,  taking  a brave  part  in  many  en- 
orai^ements  and  small  skirmishes.  He  was  mus- 

O O 

tered  out  SeptemVjer  22,  1805,  after  the  South  had 
been  conquered  and  returned  home  and  rented  his 
father’s  farm  for  eight  years  in  St.  Clair  County. 
He  then  bought  a farm  in  that  county,  and  went 
to  work  upon  it,  and,  after  several  years’  labor,  wuth 
fair  success,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Arkansas, 
locating:  in  Lawrence  Countv.  He  bought  the  land 
upon  which  he  now'  resides,  in  1880,  which  con- 
sisted of  200  acres,  unimproved,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  has  seventy-five  acres  cleared  and  under  j 
cultivation.  The  land  has  a comfortable  house 
upon  it,  with  out-buildings  and  all  conveniences, 
and  a fine  orchard  of  about  600  trees  of  different 
varieties.  Mr.  Beach  was  married  in  St.  Clair 
County,  Mich.,  April  4,  1871,  to  Miss  Hannah 
M.  Shears,  a Canadian  ladv,  and  thev  now-  have 

’ * ' I 

six  children;  Sarah  Esther,  Mark  A.,  Henry  H. , | 
Emma  L.,  Mary  A.  and  Eva  E.  ^Irs.  Beach  is  a 
member  of  the  Seven-Day  Adventist  Church,  and 
Mr.  Beach  belongs  to  Aurora  Lodge  No.  423,  A. 

O O’ 

F.  &.  A.  M. , at  Walnut  Ridge,  being  a Master 
Mason. 

George  B.  Borah  is  a minister  of  the  Gospel, 
who  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father 
Chesterfield  G.  Borah,  a physician  of  note  and  a 
minister.  Mr.  Borah’s  father  was  bom  in  Cald- 
well County,  Ky. , in  1814,  and  by  his  earnest  en- 
deavors in  that  direction  was  made  a professor  of 
religion  when  quite  a young  man.  He  found  a 
faithful  partner  in  the  person  of  Miss  Samarimus 
Perkins,  also  a native  of  his  State,  a young  lady 
well  fitted  to  assist  him  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor. 
In  1845  Mr.  Borah  and  his  wife,  seeking  new 
pastures  for  their  work,  came  to  Arkansas  and 
settled  on  Reed's  Creek,  in  Lawrence  County.  He 


preached  the  Gospel  and  practiced  medicine  until 
death  ended  his  labors  in  March,  1863.  He  w’as  a 
prominent  man  in  his  time  and  one  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  county.  His  wife 
still  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
son.  George  B.  Borah,  the  eldest  of  six  children,  | 
of  whom  two  only  lived  to  the  age  of  maturity,  | 
the  other  being  Samarimus  A.,  now'  the  wife  of  N.  | 

E.  Judkins.  AVhen  George  B.  Borah  arrived  at 
the  age  of  manhood  he  enrolled  himself  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Price,  | 
and  took  part ' in  the  raids  through  Missouri  and 
Kansas.  During  a lull  in  the  war  he  w’as  given  a 
sixty  days’  furlough  to  go  home,  and  afterward  , 
went  to  Jacksonport,  where  he  surrendered  June 

5,  1865.  He  adopted  the  profession  of  religion  in 
1874,  and  was  ordained  to  preach  in  1876.  Since 
then  he  has  had  charge  of  four  churches,  besides 
assisting  at  others  whenever  his  services  were 
called  upon,  and  has  been  an  indefatigable  worker. 

His  efforts  have  been  appreciated,  and  he  is  now 
recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  ministers  in  that 
county,  and  is  beloved  by  all  w'ith  whom  he  comes 
in  contact.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss 
Mel  issa  Wayland,  a daughter  of  Sisco  AV  ay  land, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Arkansas,  and  nine  children 
have  blessed  their  union.  Six  of  them  are  living: 
Willie  L.,  John  N.,  Joseph  H. , Richard  P. , Flor- 
ence and  Mary  Ethel.  Those  deceased  are  Samar- 
imus M. , Josaphineand  Milton  A.  Mrs.  Borah  is  a 
valuable  assistant  to  her  husband  in  church  work, 
and  a lady  whose  Christian  influence  is  manifested 
in  many  ways.  Mr.  Borah  is  a member  of  the  A. 

F.  & A.  M.  He  is  the  owner  of  eighty-five  acres 
of  land  under  cultivation,  besides  considerable  un- 
improved lands  in  other  sections. 

George  W.  Brady,  merchant  and  postmaster, 
of  Smithville,  is  a son  of  Jeremiah  Brady,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in  his  childhood, 
with  his  father,  James  W.  Brady,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Lawrence  County.  Jeremiah  Brady  was 
reared  and  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county,  where 
he  was  also  married  to  Miss  Nancy  ^IcCarrell,  a 
I native  of  the  same  place,  and  w’here  their  son. 
George  W.,  was  born,  October  3,  1853.  Mr. 
Brady,  the  father,  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith. 


f 11^.  joj,  my/MiifAd 


.»  r*?-  " 

■ •.;vi»  i • .i-' 

U ; ' ‘ ' 1 i 

£p..8‘’P‘,oiq 

, i/ 

<..U  5 

. 1 

• MlV 

.-p,:.  yui7  *'• 

1 n'  ,:).iti  . 

(p  >PM.'I''VU] 

■ • 

...  . -■.i.f: 

, i.^  J‘i  ' 

|.;p(j  -Vll'I’t 

, , 

r , • 

ii.u  '• 

.,  ’Hit  K'pi- 

fVtlJ'i  Ht.'-' 

' , 

; 

ii-  it%|ip  •iA‘‘  ,iv 

;r  ''  7 

lO'PU  > Ip  -‘' 

1 ■ ' 

'J  i * 

.-  Mpfi  '.0  ’-71': 

,'  i 1 p 

Hi.p.r.  K 

,‘  ; 

.i*  noji.ru;! 

..Vi. .-I 

■P”'.iip  .!.’v 

; l.’J 

.viHi:  - 

'■j- 

M.  AA  p;'^;UOf' 

;i  1 'll  .f.luA'  ■■  '•■  .1 

1’  111  ’l!" 

|’)ifP-.!M‘i  "<l  t 

■ p.  . ••'HUi  *i 

•'  .J,  -I'Ll 

. -.r.< 

1 ■ ■ ' 

' '.  • 

■ly  ■'■ ' " ' 

,'. ’1(1011  ■■<U 

. I-;:'-;;;! 

ii(i.  ■ 

...  l.O'llli  id,M  '1  ' 

■>p;1  ai  JI-" 

r '"  '■'  *";‘' 

i.  t;:>‘' 

..'ii 

, , 1 
n/.y^,  yiU,  '■•  j,'; 

■ . ; ■ r t 

r-.'.-v 

f.  •>' 

■■  t. 

Cp. 

iyi;‘-''I'lii’5 

ii/;;'i  .'.'ici'.. 

<11 '.ii  i. 

J -7  1 ••';'. 

1 *♦  ' * 

• , ' ■ ^ r 

■ ‘ ' 1 

iO(‘^  :i<  1'  <1’;  K 

1.  i.U  .tifW 

(i’  ■;(. 

, 

,:r'.‘*!'>yq  “••7  i' 

nl'\ 

,^;kj  .7 

' 1 p 

ii.;j.:o  H)i‘v 

J Pt.  H ,.i  ibj 

.;•,  Ui.,q  >••  i'A'd  ' 

;yp.;  *mJ.  n».<!it 

‘■‘10  » 

'I'.HTT’ 

’ • /*:  .yjA-  f ' 

K'l'.pfijo  J<- 

/,’  -tiH 

KV  ' 

.'.:  'Vmu  iiuj-y.-H 

r,n/i  ..(icqa  J.‘M-)ri:.‘ 

..  >.‘i; 

-1  Ml  : 

1 , ^ ' 

,.lr,'J  ’>‘M11p' 

h '.-ti  'ii-y 

.•  ,li 

III  h'l'.l'jri  i 

pp'.:.  {iv'.iflj:  i'd.t 

Xi  ■><''?  -It 

:r  siprv^ii:.-’’! 

!'•  ')H  ra 

oil  A 

A ib.vA'  Mr  v‘i  ', 

;.  ,.p  }) 

;•.,  .'.I'!  won 

Ol 

*8[ 

li'i  li  >i ■(•(:'  .< 

/( /,  ait 

i!' 

ji  nUi  ow»}J  buu 

j'j:c»;i.oJ‘<fi:l.t!)’ 

lu  «l<]  i'lJb'.i  fi  Ji’  IftTiiiniKt  wH  .t^*3orf  a 

! . .;.>.U  . 'I'i  / - -^8®* 

uy,hVtf(  v.f  ’.'U  .<'■  0 • ^idT^irf' 

i boi.  .^Xa  //  ai 

■vj  .'-'  /i  ■'.iii  it'«« • "•■'■  i . ' KuHul  niJ  iJJlw 

/.  L...1hIu'*  :.:1  ,8  [hqA  ■ 

)Ol  titdiJ  i)r*vi'.?T  l>i'..  ,'/ 

■v»  /i  ojU  ni  -I'if.cj  •;■•.•,;  i ' -aiiia4  .-litw  edHo  aaols. 

‘‘iv-  '>1  Ifar.«  but 

J . . '•‘ill  ino  lK»wi 


, .j'..(ij>>i  buf.  -oiod  f>  .ut:.'.".*  ' £wisupiioo  oatJd 

'iVr;10  ((<'  Pi '>:ii‘>'’’' .■b's.' ' vol  ixrifiV? ‘ladlal 

d»:<<  ,iwivl  ••  ' •«  i-fow  ol 

,r.£.=^  ‘uW'f/.  iJ'  bt^voar  ^ j>  ■ I tloJ 

iMi-  l ivdJ  idjjwofl  ‘>M  .7,t  'j.. ' / '.op-iWfiJ  ai'  soiJaDol 

M0-’  .'i  M.lvT  .OPdf  f'.i  r/un  ed  doidw  ooqo 


Jir  bpa  ,f'“'^  DOS’  boiaw 


.;17»> 

.^ii  il"' 


. .'^'^,iP.  *1c*  T'‘"b,^' 

i',iii  I'l.'o 


•1  -M.’ 


i:  i:. 
; • ; H'i'ibl 


A 


ZJ<;  p'  ''  ■" 

1 ,i  ‘’iii  I ** 

,.,  t.  ;,, . ;'!  1.  ; 'll  ru'^l  bfiij  ■<■•:>' 

I.  :■(  -.r.U-  -J.  'ir  iiiu;  OiiUl(}aaul’  ,.b  ?naj! 

; i.  !,■  !,  r ! 7^pi  u,i  jfil' 'r'l’— J'  'tbitin'’'!'/' 

H ^.-ir  »ibt.’  ■-■'.O  »<OdT  indi\l.^c 

J.  \;,  *i..-.iMrT:-;..a!  ..!.- .’  *1  -nV.-  .AV.v-ff  v*'«0’- 

, , .;,,  V,),|v!  ' iu  1'!’  ' 'i  Olix ‘-.I  aH  .K  i'' 

.-d:  -ni'Eb-aOP  i1bi-i>:v.  ,0OH!-M3U«,.  ,nhm  bl-'ii 

xforJ-.-jg  7-idTo  jrn  Rbr-il  h’^’fctqiisi 
, .ier.,aiHon  (lijr.  'piiibmu'  -V/ 

' "loZ  io  .vbmn,  -paiyiyi'  ik>“- 
;1  ^odi’iida'fcid  iii  oi  '.cnp.'.  'dv?  dioiI.»iu’'> 

i*  {3il*  'ir*  wno  .V/ ^.id  d:i  /' 

p.i”i»  -7i.’r.'ia  dr.ix«M'j-iT.  vSpr'oi)  co  >.Ti  '7n 

,T}fli<or..  dd'f  ;b  K’rtitfiwfd'ol  J'**** 

•;;  .lU-nabpi/:  vvm:.:  r.U< 

:•  ■-  o’KiiV'  • 'ijlq  wn:--  li> 

uv;- i ' •■■'  ■■■  "U‘ 

.•'-•'.W&J' W/-'  .'mltjiv 


•I’dMjti  bjlii  niiti  9aui  )M 

>.r.ijiJil  ■j>)ii^u-i(ji^i)'>  d fn.nl  ‘'dJ  (lOiiwvUiuo 
... r3, rj<_  .},  Ha.  rofi  d.bw  ^Si  no<jO 

ijj-no’liib  Id  : idid-  ipodn  k*  fnadaio  pah  # baa 
••  !’.*  ) *<^-  Hi  ii'ViviiiHt  i'-pii'  litiftsJl  .lifi 

■ ;i  "paH’  ItiqA  ,.<foil£  .vidnoO 

.,,..f.;^i.,,  ,7  -b  Ii«B  .vba.f  «aib-  i'i'-O  a ,8Ta«d8  .M 

.li  ..>.  :i  V .T^d.  j deifi8  ;rt'>iblld»  xi« 

fl  d .'.U  • il.  ■^■tK  J fi  •■■-I  .A  ’itpK  .a,  anmiH 

fjpfl  A I'Klttwia 

A I-.'.'i  .0%  titiii'A  Oi  s»^urol9<f  «i»n'>fr 

VU  ’vk  n '>pit».!  kinl«7/  Xb  ,.U  -A  A ,1 

,1  vj^oi)  ‘Mil  *i.’ ‘jf-ir.ipu-'  r -'i  ' .■:'*-oH  .£I  ,^'j'ToeO 


eqoJd'  ' ■'  **.i>  “•  iMiWoUol  stBiJ  odw 
boa  .Hioa,  k iiar'>ff»v <?q  « ,dttrnff  .f)  hl‘»hieJM9dO 
-f'lpli)  t«  LT(o.tl  {inyf  x^dlal  8'itiMoa  .-iM  .•iftiBioim 
•r^  iK.,M.rsiv>  ?-id  xd  Intt  Ai8i  “ ■ .X^a"<>'^  *1®* 

k imriatoq  8 ea«  acHbi-.'tib  iadl  ui  fcjo’/jwb 

ji  . iflo.'  ^ni/ox  f\  «ti Op  oedv/ 

h?,iH  lo  no*ni«q  adf  rti  iwaiiaq  laldJiaJ 
;.ixi'.i  *!  isiil  Jo  wuoit  ^ obIk  ,?tlil{T®'I 

, ..,  b;i  b > Utfj't  JAM-'  -d  ‘ «id  tit  irid  irtHtiJi  oi  bfltlft  UaW- 
rmi  HJ  baa  ilaioQ  .ikl  Mi'S!  fli 

liOK  ^ .iibfv  loi  Mtnittaq 

»4i  ,'fjiitu  A<j«I  04  ^ booJT  no  fadW®* 


U*to'  ^ 

iJ’  -i.i. 


. iiV:  ■ , >v¥fi 


776 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


and  resided  here  until  the  war,  when,  tired  with  a 
desire  to  battle  for  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy, 
he  left  the  peace  and  quiet  of  his  family  for  the 
turmoil  and  dangers  of  war.  He  died  at  Mul- 
berry, Ark.,  and  previous  to  his  death  his  faithful 
wife  had  passed  away,  thus  leaving  George  bereft 
of  both  parents  in  quick  succession.  George  W. 
Brady  received  a good  common  school  education  in 
his  youth,  and.  after  his  school  days  were  over, 
entered  into  commercial  life  at  Smithville,  for  two 
years.  He  next  made  a trip  to  Texas,  in  1876,  and 
remained  about  eighteen  months  in  the  Lone  Star 
State.  On  his  return  to  Smithville  he  again  occu- 
pied a position  in  one  of  the  business  houses,  and 
in  1878,  after  obtaining  a thorough  knowledge  of 
commercial  affairs,  he  established  a business  of  his 
own,  which,  by  his  enterprise  and  fair  dealings, 
has  won  for  him  a large  patronage.  Previous  to 
1885  Mr.  Brady  had  been  appointed  deputy  post- 
master, but  in  that  year  he  received  his  appoint- 
ment as  postmaster,  and  has  held  the  office  since 
then.  He  was  maiTied  September  7,  1879,  to  Miss 
Lee  L.  Raney,  a daughter  of  Morgan  Raney,  of 
Lawrence  County,  and  by  this  marriage  has  had 
two  children:  J.  Clarence  and  Claud  Carter. 

George  W.  Bridges  is  a son  of  John  and  Jane 
T.  Bridges;  the  former  of  whom  was  a native 
of  Missouri,  and  his  mother  a Virginian.  He  was 
born  in  that  portion  of  Lawrence  County,  now 
known  as  Randolph,  in  1856.  His  parents  settled 
in  Arkansas  when  they  were  childi-en,  about  the 
year  1829,  and  were  married  when  they  reached 
the  age  of  maturity.  They  have  always  made 
Lawrence  County  their  home,  where  the  father 
died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  with 
the  proud  consciousness  of  having  performed  his 
duty  to  his  country,  having  been  a survivor  of  the 
Mexican  War,  through  which  he  served  with  the 
eulogium  of  his  commanding  officers  upon  his 
bravery.  The  mother  contracted  a second  mar- 
riage with  William  Fergu.son  (now  deceased),  and 
had  one  child  by  her  second  husband,  who  was  a 
captain  in  the  Confederate  army.  Mr.  Ferguson 
died  in  June,  1865,  shortly  after  he  returned  home 
from  the  war.  Mr.  Bridges  is  the  third  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  reared  in  Randol[ih  and  .Sharj> 


Counties,  returning  to  the  former  in  1869,  where  | 
he  remained  until  February  28,  1888,  and  then  : 
moved  to  his  present  place  of  abode.  He  has  up-  | 
ward  of  100  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  and  i 
has  also  turned  his  attention  to  cotton  planting. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie  A.  Glenn,  in  1879, 
a young  lady  of  Ballard  County,  Ky.  They  have 
had  six  children,  one  of  them  deceased.  Those  | 
living  are:  Charlie  Emma,  Mamie  Ann.  SallieH., 
Andrew  O.  and  George  William.  Mr.  Bridires  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  iVI.,  of  Ravemlen,  and  is 
a popular  resident  of  Lawrence  County.  His  wife 
is  a member  of  the  5Iethodi.st  Episcopal  Church.  I 
South.  ' 

Thomas  F.  Buchanan,  an  enterprising  farmer 
ami  stock  raiser,  of  Spring  River  Township,  was 
Vjorn  in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  November  14,  ■ 

1854.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas,  and  Eliza  (Wel- 
thy)  Buchanan,  of  Missouri,  who  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas after  their  marriage  and  settled  in  Lawrence  ’ 
County,  where  the  older  Buchanan  died  in  1854,  in 
the  prime  and  vigor  of  his  manhood.  Thomas  F. 
remained  with  his  mother  until  be  had  attained  his 
maturity,  and  then  commenced  to  take  his  own 
part  in  the  world.  He  has  been  farming  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life,  and  the  experience 
grained  dnringf  that  time  has  made  him  one  of  the 
best  farmers  in  his  county.  When  still  a young 
man,  he  visited  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  with 
a view  of  making  it  his  future  home,  but  after  a 
residence  of  fourteen  months,  he  decided  to  come 
back  to  Lawrence  Country,  and  has  remained  here 
ever  since.  On  August  20,  1876,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Huffman,  daughter  of  John  Huff- 
man, and  two  years  after  his  marriage  he  bought 
the  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  now  resides,  and 
commenced  cultivating  the  soil.  He  now  owns 
120  acres,  with  about  thirty  tive  acres  cleared,  and 
has  built  a lai’ge  double  homse  upon  it,  besides 
giving  his  attention  to  a small  but  well  selected 
orchard  of  two  acres,  with  several  different  varie 
ties  of  fruit.  Mr.  Buchanan  and  his  wife  have 
four  daughters:  Effie.  Ruby,  Ella  and  Orlana.  and 
all  four  of  the  girls  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  He  takes  great  ititerest  in  edu- 
cation and  is  a member  of  the  school  board. 
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Benjiimiu  R.  Bush,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of 
Lawence  County,  was  born  in  Wilson  County. 
Tenn.,  February  lb,  1S38.  His  parents  were  S. 
L.  and  Elizabeth  (Tate)  Bush,  of  the  same  State, 
who  immigrated  to  Arkansas  in  1840,  and  settled 
in  Lawrence  County,  where  the  father  practiced 
medicine  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  about  the 
year  18o2.  He  reared  a family  of  three  sous  and 
one  daughter,  all  of  whom  lived  until  their  matur- 
ity. Benjamin  R.  remained  with  his  mother  until 
his  twentieth  year,  wdien  he  married  and  purchased 
a farm  of  his  own.  His  bride  was  Miss  Mary  Orr, 
a young  lady  who  was  reared  in  this  county,  who 
proved  a useful  heli)inate  and  faithful  wife.  IMr. 
Bush  farmed  on  his  land  for  several  years,  and 
then  bought  more  and  added  to  it  from  time  to 
time,  until  he  now  owns  about  400  acres  of  the  best 
land  in  Arkansas,  with  150  acres  cleared,  and  all  of 
it  situated  four  miles  west  of  IMinturu.  There  is  a 
good  residence,  two  barns,  two  cribs,  and  all  other 
necessaries  upon  the  land,  besides  a fine  orchard  of 
three  acres,  with  peach  and  apple  trees.  He  had 
almost  nothing  he  could  call  his  own  when  he  first 
started  in  life,  and  has  accumulated  his  fine  prop 
erty  by  shrewdness,  good  judgment  and  industry, 
and  has  set  a worthy  example  for  others  to  follow. 
In  1802  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Lindsay’s  company 
(afterward  Col.  Baber’s),  and  served  one  year. 
He  then  joined  Col.  Reeves’  regiment,  and  re- 
mained with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
surrendered,  and  was  paroletl  June  o,  1865,  at 
Jacksonport.  He  took  part  in  the  engagements  at 
Cane  Hill.  Ark.,  and  I’rice’s  raids  through  IMis- 
souri,  also  the  fight  at  Pilot  Knob,  l^esides  numer- 
ous other  shar[)  encounters.  l)earing  himself  in  a 
soldierly  manner  through  the  entire  campaign. 
Mr.  Bush  lost  his  first  wife  in  1880.  and  afterward 
married  Miss  Ellen  Guthry.  Five  children  were 
born  to  hitn  I>y  his  first  wife:  Joseph  W. . George 
R.,  Sanford,  Charh>s,  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
4Villia!u  IMcClure;  also  two  children  by  his  second 
wife,  whose  names  are  Clarence  and  Katie.  Both 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  Mr.  Bush  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. 
and  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 

M.  V.  Camp,  physician  and  sirrgeon  of  Walnut 
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Ridge,  has  been  a resident  of  Northeast  Arkansas 
for  the  past  twenty-one  years.  He  was  l;orn  in 
BiV)b  County,  Ala.,  June  11.  1886,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  Camp,  of  South  Carolina,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  to  manufacture  the  ore  into  wire  in  the 
iron  furnaces  of  Birmingham.  Ala.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  IMiss  Mary  Looney,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
died  in  ^Mississippi  al)Out  the  year  1870,  aged 
eighty  years.  Eight  girls  and  four  boys  were  born 
to  them,  four  of  them  still  living.  Martin  Van 
BurenCamp  was  the  youngest  of  this  large  familv, 
and  was  reared  on  a farm.  He  had  been  given  a 
liberal  education  at  the  city  of  Birmingham,  prin- 
cip<dly  at  ‘’Old  Ely  ton,”  and  was  the  leader  in 
Greek  and  Latin  in  his  class.  After  his  college 
days  \vere  over  he  embarked  in  the  newspaper  l)usi- 
ness  at  Butler.  Choctaw  County,  Ala.,  and  bought 
the  plant  of  the  Southern  Democrat.  This  paper 
he  edited  from  1837  to  I860,  and  his  ability  pushed 
it  to  the  first  place  among  the  newspapers  of  Ala- 
bama. It  was  the  second  paper  in  that  State  to 
advocate  secession,  and  the  Doctor  still  has  copies 
of  his  first  literary  effort  in  his  library  at  home. 
In  1861  he  eidisted  in  Capt.  Planer’s  regiment, 
and  w’as  created  a sergeant  (i\rissi.s.sippi  troops)  and 
then  under  Col.  (afterwards  IMaj.-Gen. ) Lowry, 
with  whom  he  served  three  months.  He  afterward 
organized  a company  of  volunteers,  with  Dr.  R.  B. 
Stephens,  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  of  which  he  was  cap- 
tain, while  Dr.  Stephens  was  made  s\irgeon.  The 
company  formed  part  of  Col.  W.  i\I.  Inges’  Twelfth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Cavalry,  in  Gen.  S.  W.  Fer- 
guson’s brigade,  and  did  excellent  service  all 
through  the  w'ar.  Dr.  Camp  came  to  Jonesboro, 
Ark.,  after  they  had  disbanded,  and  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Craighead  County.  He  then 
attended  a course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Louisville,  and  when  through  moved  to  Gainesville, 
where  he  practiced  fur  fourteen  years.  In  1885  he 
located  in  Walnut  Riilge,  where  he  has  sTicceeiled 
in  Iniilding  u[)  a fair  practice.  He  has  no  desire 
to  accumulate  a large  amount  of  property,  but  be 
lieves  in  giving  his  childnm  a good  education  uudt>r 
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the  Cross  Roads  Baptist  Church,  near  Portia.  Ho 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  never  held  any 
public  office  excepting  that  of  county  examiner  of 
public  instruction,  in  Greene  County.  He  was 
married  May  2,  1800,  in  Sumter  County,  Ala.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  C.  Sheid,  of  that  State,  a daughter  of 
Jesse  G.  Sheid.  Her  parents  had  three  girls  and 
two  boys  born  to  them,  one  of  them  deceased. 
Those  livinsr  are  Lizzie  I.,  the  wife  of  Rev.  James 
F.  Jernigan,  a minister  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  and  residing  inlValnut  Ridge; 
James  Sheid,  now  studying  medicine  with  his 
father;  Mary  Ann,  who  graduated  in  June,  1889, 
from  the  Bellevue  Collegiate  Institute,  of  Cale- 
donia, Mo.,  and  Alice  E. , at  home.  Mrs.  Camp’s 
mother  died  July  17,  1888,  aged  fifty-one  years. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  came  from  what  is  known  through- 
out South  Carolina  as  the  ‘ ‘ Old  Horseshoe  Robin- 
son Stock.” 

John  N.  Campbell,  treasurer  of  Lawrence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  is  a native  of  Cumberland  County,  N.  C. , 
where  he  was  born  April  3,  1820.  His  father  was 
Murdock  Campbell,  of  Scotland,  born  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  parentage,  who  was  raised  and  married 
in  North  Carolina.  After  his  marriage  the  elder 
Campbell  moved  to  Lawrence  County,  Tenn. , and 
settled  on  a farm,  where  he  began  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  and  rearing  his  children.  From  there  he 
moved  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  1843,  settling  in 
what  is  now  Lawrence  County,  where  he  resided 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  about  the  year  1852. 
John  N.  Cambell  reached  his  maturity  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Arkansas  in  1843,  where 
he  settled,  in  Lawrence  County,  on  a farm,  and 
tilled  the  soil  for  a number  of  years.  In  1872  he 
was  elected  county  treasurer  and  at  the  expiration 
of  h is  term  was  re-elected,  serving  from  1872  to 
1878.  In  1888  his  party,  seeing  the  fitness  of  the 
man  for  the  position  and  recognizing  his  abilities, 
once  more  elected  him  to  office.  He  previously 
discharged  the  duties  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twelve  years,  and  culso  served  as  deputy  slieritT  and 
constable.  Mr.  Campbell  was  married,  in  1840, 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Childers,  of  Virginia,  and  they  are 
now  the  parents  of  three  sous  and  one  daughter. 


all  of  them  having  attained  maturity  and  mar- 
ried. Their  names  are:  William  M.,  John  D., 
Alex  C. , and  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  John  C.  Overstreet, 
the  entire  family  residing  in  La’wrence  County. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  stand 
high  in  the  regard  of  those  surrounding  them. 

John  Casper,  farmer  and  blacksmith,  whose 
work  at  the  forge  and  anvil  has  placed  him  as  an 
expert  in  his  trade,  was  born  in  Rowan  County. 
N.  C.,  May  5,  1827.  He  is  a son  of  George  and 
Nancy  (Leonard)  Casper,  both  of  the  same  county 
and  State,  who  died  in  their  native  place.  Mr. 
Casper  is  one  of  a family  of  four  .sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  five  are  still  living,  three 
brothers  and  tw'o  sisters,  the  latter  residing  in 
North  Carolina,  and  the  former,  David,  Jacob 
Alexander  and  John,  living  in  Lawrence  County. 
John  Casper  is  the  oldest  of  the  three  brothers 
living,  and  was  reared  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C. , 
where  he  remained  with  his  father  until  his  twenty- 
sixth  year.  He  moved  west  in  1853  and  settled 
in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  where  he  bought  a 
small  section  of  land  and  commenced  clearing  and 
improving  it.  On  March  8.  1854,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Blackwell,  a widow  lady,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  also  possessed  a small  im- 
provement on  government  land.  Mr.  Casper  im- 
mediately set  to  work  clearing  his  laud,  and  they 
now  have  about  seventy-five  acres  under  culti^a- 
tion.  The  home  place  comprises  about  380  acres 
altogether,  with  a good  log  house  and  other  build- 
ings built  u))on  it,  and  an  orchard.  He  also  owns 
240  acres  in  other  sections,  and  from  the  fact  that 
he  commenced  on  almost  nothing  at  all.  has  done 
remarkably  well.  He  owes  it  all  to  his  own  thrift 
and  business  tact,  and  is  now  considered  as  one  of 
the  substantial  farmers  of  Lawrence  County.  5Ir. 
Casper  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  in  18t)3, 
and  was  a member  of  the  Seventh  ^Missouri  Cav- 
alry, and  afterward  transferred  to  the  Seventh 
Arkansas  Infantry.  He  took  part  in  many  a hard 
fought  battle-  at  Little  Rock,  Pilot  Knob  and  in 
Gen.  Price’s  raids  through  IMissouri.  besides  sev- 
eral battles  of  lesser  imiiortance.  He  was  paroled 
at  Shreveport,  La.,  at  the  clo.se  of  the  war.  ami 
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returned  borne  to  resume  bis  labor  upon  tbe  farm. 
In  1877  iNIr.  Casper  lost  bis  faithful  wife,  wbo 
died  October  4,  leaving  bim  one  cbild,  George  W. 
He  again  married,  bis  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Har- 
riet E.  Harris,  a widow,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
has  one  cbild  by  this  marriage — Etter  E.  Mr. 
Casper  is  a memV)er  of  tbe  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  be  is  an  elder,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  being  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  local  Wheel.  He  has  been  unfortunate 
in  the  loss  of  his  second  wife,  who  died  February 
13,  1884,  leaving  behind  her  a record  of  useful- 
ness and  many  virtues. 

John  A.  Cathey,  one  of  the  oldest  merchants  in 
Lawrence  County,  was  born  in  Shelby  County, 
Tenn.,  in  the  year  1840.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
A.  Cathey,  of  Alaury  County,  Tenn.,  who  was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  finally  adopted  the  tailoring 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  his  death  occurred, 
in  1851,  at  Jacksonport,  Ark,  in  which  place  he 
had  settled  in  1848,  for  the  purpose  of  working. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Narcissa  Turnage,  of  Ten- 
nessee, who  died  shortly  after  the  decease  of  her 
husband  at  Jacksonport.  Five  sous  were  born  to 
them,  two  of  them  yet  living:  James  H.  and  John 
A.,  both  living  in  Arkansas.  The  children  who 
have  died  are  William  T.,  David  L.  and  an  infant. 
David  was  killed  by  accidentally  shooting  himself 
durincr  the  war.  John  A.  Cathev,  for  whom  this 
sketch  is  intended,  is  the  youngest  member  of  the 
family  living.  He  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  ])ar- 
ents,  and  remained  with  them,  until  he  grew  to 
manhood,  in  Jackson  County.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  in  1861,  and  was  enrolled  in 
Company  G,  First  Arkansas,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  surrendered  at  Jackson- 
port. He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
at  Shiloh,  and  was  so  severely  wounded  in  that  en- 
gagement that  ho  lay  disabled  for  some  two 
months.  He  also  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Perry- 
ville  (Ky. ),  Murfreesl)oro  (Tenn.),  Chickamauga, 
Chattanooga,  and  th('n  a three  months’  campaign 
from  Dalton  to  Atlanta.  He  was  at  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  during  the  terrible  slaughter  (Hood’s)  at 
that  place,  and  afterward  in  another  hot  campaign 
at  Nashville.  Ho  has  been  wouiuhsl  at  ditl'erent 


times,  and  bears  a war  record  that  few  men  can 
equal  at  the  present  day.  When  the  war  was  over, 
it  would  naturally  seem  that  after  witnessing  and 
taking  part  in  the  terrible  carnage  of  his  numerous 
battles,  he  w’ould  prefer  a peaceful  life,  but,  strange 
to  say,  his  occupation  was  butchering  while  in 
Jacksonport,  as  though  he  had  not  yet  been  satiated 
by  the  sight  and  smell  of  blood.  From  Jackson- 
port he  moved  to  Newport,  and  lived  there  for 
eight  years,  then  settled  down  in  Lawrence  Countv, 
where  he  is  now  considered  the  oldest  established 
merchant  iir  that  section.  He  carries  a large  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  and  is  noted  for  his  square 
dealing  throughout  the  county.  In  fact,  he  is  the 
founder  of  the  town  that  Irears  his  name.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  from  1881  to  1885,  and  has 
held  several  local  offices.  His  wife  was  Miss  Sarah 
W.  Roberts,  of  Alabama,  who  died  in  1869.  Air. 
Cathey  afterward  married  a sister  of  his  first  wufe. 
Aliss  Eliza  Roberts,  and  they  have  had  two  chil- 
dren by  this  union,  Eliza  I.  and  Bertha  Lee.  They 
are  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Air.  Cathey  is  a member  of  Dry  Creek  Lodge 
No.  453,  F.  & A.  Al. 

Burrel  Al.  Childers,  a well-known  and  popular 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  was  born  in  Aladisou 
County,  Ala.,  October  9,  1821.  His  father,  Johu 
Childers,  was  a native  of  Georgia,  who  moved  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  when  a young  man,  and  was 
there  married  to  Aliss  Rutha  Cown.  The  parents 
remained  in  Alabama  until  the  year  1824,  and 
then  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  they  resided  up 
to  1838,  when  they  selected  Arkansas  as  thi'ir 
future  home,  and  located  in  Lawrence  County. 
The  elder  Childers  had  an  eventful  history  in  his 
younger  days,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  He  reared  a family  of  eleven  children,  five 
sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  Burrel  Al.  Chil- 
ders is  the  only  survivor.  Burrel  remained  with 
his  fatlier  until  he  was  of  mature  age,  and  then 
enlistt'd  in  the  Alexican  War  of  1816.  After  the 
war  was  over  and  the  treaty  had  been  made,  he  re- 
ceived his  discharge,  and  returned  to  Lawrence 
County.  He  settled  on  his  present  place  in  1849, 
when  this  portion  of  Arkans.as  was  nothing  more 
than  a wilderness,  and  has  lived  to  see  it  grow  up 
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into  a populous  and  thriving  community.  Mr. 
Childers  has  since  then  cleared  up  about  seventy- 
five  acres,  and  put  them  under  cultivation,  besides 
owning  160  acres  adjoining.  He  did,  at  one  time, 
own  over  1,000  acres,  but  has  divided  up  with  his 
children.  "When  war  was  announced  between  the 
North  and  South  he  gave  his  services  to  the  Con- 
federacy, and  joined  Col.  Shaver’s  regiment.  He 
was  elected  lieutenant,  and  held  that  rank  until 
the  close  of  hostilities.  During  that  time  he  took 
part  in  the  fights  at  Pilot  Knob,  Independence, 
Kansas  City,  Big  Blue  and  Miner’s  Creek,  where 
Gen.  Marmaduke  was  taken  prisoner.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  Lawrence  County,  and  has 
since  then  been  occupied  in  farming.  His  first 
marriacre  was  to  Miss  Narcissa  Beavers,  of  Illinois, 
who  died  in  1856.  This  wife  left  two  children, 
who  grew  to  maturity,  were  married,  and  left 
children  of  their  own.  Mr.  Childers  next  married, 
in  this  county,  Mrs.  Hopkins,  a widow  lady,  of 
Indiana,  who  died  in  1883.  There  are  three  chil- 
dren living  by  this  wife,  whose  names  are:  C.  F., 
wife  of  Joseph  Lollar;  Julia,  widow  of  A.  B. 
Hogard,  and  Hezekiah.  His  present  wife  was 
united  to  him  in  1884,  her  former  name  being 
Aveline  Grider,  a daughter  of  IMartin  Grider,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Randolph  County.  There  are 
three  children  by  this  marriage:  Maxie,  Stonewall 
Jackson  and  Chaldon.  IMr.  Childers  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  Eastern  Star.  He  attends  the 
Christian  Church,  while  his  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  also  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  In  the  early  days  of  his  settlement 
in  Arkansas,  Mr.  Childers  was  a hunter  of  no 
mean  pretences.  He  marie  a regular  business  of 
huntincf  for  ten  vears.  and  tojxpther  with  his  brother, 
killed  thirty-six  bears,  six  panthers  and  a great 
number  of  wild  cats,  in  one  spring,  besides  a 
quantity  of  deer.  He  has  a record  of  killing  eleven 
deer  in  one  day,  while  a companion  of  his,  a 
Frenchman,  killed  eleven  deer  and  two  bears  the 
same  day.  iMr.  Childers  is  a genial  and  active 
gentleman,  though  well  advanced  in  life,  and  is 
very  much  thought  of  by  his  neighbors.  He  is 
full  of  anecdote,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  listen  to 


I the  reminiscences  of  his  early  days,  which  none 
can  tell  so  well  as  an  old  settler. 

William  Childers,  a well-known  boniface  and 
liveryman  of  Imboden,  was  born  in  this  county  in 
the  year  1844.  His  parents  came  to  Arkansas  in  j 
chiklliood,  and  were  located  in  the  southwestern 
, part  of  Lawrence  County.  He  is  descended  fi'om 
an  old  family  of  Virginians;  his  grandfather,  Isam  | 
Childers,  moving  from  that  State  to  Arkansas,  with  | 
his  family,  in  1824,  where  he  reared  his  family  of  j 
four  boys  and  two  girls,  Alexander  C.  Childers,  his  ' 
third  son,  being  the  father  of  William  Childers.  j 
Isam  Childers  w’as  a veteran  of  the  War  of  1812.  j 
and  died  in  1858  at  an  advanced  age.  Alexander  | 
C.  Childers  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  1815,  and  j 

moved  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  with  his  father, 
when  in  his  childhood.  When  war  was  declared  ^ 
between  this  country  and  Mexico,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  follow  the  lead  of  Gens.  Scott  and  Tay- 
lor in  the  land  of  cactus,  and  distinguished  himself 
on  many  a battlefield.  He  died  in  I860  while  in 
i the  very  prime  of  life,  and  left  a shining  example  ' 
behind  him  for  his  sons  to  follow.  James  Childers, 
one  of  his  brothers,  represented  this  county  in  the 
legislature  foi'  several  terms,  and  was  one  of  the  ! 
prominent  men  of  Arkansas.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
William  Childers  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Forten- 
bery;  her  name  was  Matilda,  and  she  was  born  in 
Virginia  in  1819,  and  died  in  1844,  when  he  was 
an  infant.  She  left  four  children:  Elisabeth,  the 
wife  of  D.  Christian;  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Lee  Holt, 
now  residing  in  Texas;  Absalom  F.,  a Baptist 
minister  in  Alabama,  and  William  Childers,  of 
Lawrence  County.  Mr.  Childers  commenced  to 
make  a career  of  his  own  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  and  entered  the  army  during  the  war.  He 
was  a member  of  Company  E.  First  Arkansas. 

, and  gallantly  upheld  the  reputation  of  his  fore- 
fathers as  model  soldiers.  On  August  10,  lb61, 
he  was  dangerously  wounded  and  forced  to  desist 
from  fighting.  He  lay  idle  for  three  mouths,  but 
the  old  fighting  instinct  compelled  him  to  enter  the 
ranks  again,  and  he  joined  IMcCcrvess’  regiment. 
Fourteenth  Arkansas,  in  which  he  fought  until  Ins 
capture  at  Port  Gibson.  He  regained  his  lilu'rty 
three  months  later,  and  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg 
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re-joined  the  army  at  Washington,  Ark.  He  was 
again  made  prisoner  and  taken  to  Little  Rock,  Ark. , 
and  transferred  from  there  to  Rock  Island.  111., 
where  he  was  kept  until  Lee’s  surrender.  After 
his  release  he  went  to  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  and 
made  a trip  across  the  plains  to  Denver  City,  Col., 
remaining  in  that  place  six  months  before  his  re- 
turn home.  He  has,  since  that  time,  resided  in 
Lawrence  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming, 
stock  raising,  and  as  a hotel  keeper  and  liveryman 
he  enjoys  a well-deserved  reputation.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  stock  dealers  in  the  county, 
an  occupation  to  which  he  has  given  much  atten- 
tion since  the  w’ar,  and  his  was  the  first  ship- 
ment made  over  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain 
Southern  Railroad.  He  has  devoted  himself 
largely  to  trading  in  horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs 
and  sheep.  Mr.  Childers  is  prominent  in  all 
political  matters,  and  was  twice  elected  treas- 
urer of  Lawrence  County  by  the  Democrats.  He 
was  also  nominated  for  sheriff,  but  was  beaten  by 
his  ojtponent.  His  first  business  venture  in  this 
county  was  with  W.  Childers  A Co.,  at  Smithville, 
Ark.,  and  the  second  with  a firm  composed  of  W. 
C.  Sloan,  Q.  C.  Jones  and  himself,  dealers  in  mer- 
chandise, of  which  Mr.  Childers  was  the  managei'. 
He  sold  his  interest'to  W.  C.  Sloan  two  years  later, 
and  since  that  time  has  had  charge  of  the  widely- 
known  Delmonico  Hotel  and  a well-equipped  livery 
stable  attached.  He  was  married,  January  15, 
1865,  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Wells,  a lady  of  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.,  and  daughter  of  John  Wells,  of 
Virginia,  who  was  one  of  the  principal  stock  dealers 
in  Arkansas,  before  his  death  in  1858.  Mrs. 
Childers’  mother  was  Eliza  A.  Grayson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, before  her  man-iage.  She  died  in  Imboden 
in  the  year  1886,  aged  sixty  years.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells,  all  of  them  de- 
ceased excepting  the  wife  of  William  Childers. 
Mr.  Childers  and  his  wife  have  had  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  dead,  namely;  Robert  E.  L. , 
Nancy  S.  and  Doney  Belle.  Those  living  are: 
Charles  O.,  IMollie  May,  William  Sloan,  John 
Crockett  and  Grover  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Childers  is 
a charming  lady  and  universally  beloved  for  her 
kindness  of  heart  and  gentle  disposition.  Her 


husband  is  a Master  Mason  and  a leader  in  the  j 
affairs  of  his  county.  They  are  generous  and  lib- 
I eral  in  all  their  undertakings,  and  respected  by 
! everyone. 

i Hon.  Charles  Coffin  is  one  of  the  principal 
I Democrats  of  Northeast  Arkansas,  and  a man  well 
I known  over  the  entire  State.  He  has  all  the  ante- 
I cedents  which  combine  to  produce  a man  stanch  ; 

I and  true  to  the  real  Democracy,  and  for  several  | 

; years  past  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  Demo- 
cratic principles  in  this  State.  He  was  born  at  | 
Rogersville,  Hawkins  County,  Tenn.,  on  the  23d  | 

of  April,  1842,  and,  with  his  parents,  removed  to  J 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  when  but  five  years  of  age.  He 
there  remained  until  December.  1865,  wffien  he  re-  i 
moved  with  his  mother  and  brothers  to  Memphis,  ; 
and  resided  there  until  July,  1869,  wffien  the  family 
came  to  Lawrence  County,  his  present  home.  The 
ancestry  of  Mr.  Coffin  goes  back  over  200  years 
to  Tristam  Coffin,  an  English  yeoman,  who  came 
to  Newberryport,  Mass. , in  1642,  but  being  driven 
from  there  on  account  of  his  religious  belief  — a sym- 
pathy for  persecuted  Quakers — went  and  settled 
: the  Island  of  Nantucket.  He  is  the  ancestor  of 
; all  of  that  name  in  America.  The  family  celebrated 
I the  two-hundredth  anniversary  of  his  death  in  1881. 

; Mr.  Coffin,  wit’n  a brother  and  tw'o  cousins  from  Ten- 
: nessee,  were  the  only  representatives  present  from 
I the  Southern  branches  of  the  family,  and  there 
were  nearly  600  present.  Mr.  Coffin's  grandfather, 
the  Rev.  Charles  Coffin.  D.  D.,  a Presbyterian 
: minister,  and  a irraduate  of  Harvard,  emigrated 
from  Newberryport,  in  1804,  to  Greeneville,  Tenn., 
where  he  founded  and  was  president  of  Greeneville  ■ 
College  until  1827.  He  held  the  same  position 
in  the  East  Tennessee  University,  at  Knoxville, 
from  1827  until  1836,  and  died  at  Greeneville,  in 
1852.  He  was  the  educator  of  many  of  the  most 
prominent,  influential  and  distinguished  men  of 
the  South,  of  the  last  generation,  one  of  whom  was 
the  late  Gen.  Grandison  D.  Royston.  of  this  State. 

His  portrait  is  frescoed  in  the  ceiling  of  the  library 
room  in  the  capitol  at  Nashville,  as  one  of  the 
pioneer  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Coffin’s  father, 

Charles  Hector  Coffin,  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1804,  at  Newberryport,  IMass.,  and  was  a 
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merchant  of  Knoxville,  an  active  railroad  man, 
and  under  Gov.  Camj>beirs  administration  was 
president  of  the  branch  Bank  of  Tennessee,  at 
j Rogersville.  He  died  at  Columbia,  Tenn. , on  the 
j 19th  of  June,  1854.  He  had  married  Miss  Eliza 
i Park,  a native  of  Knoxville,  Term.,  born  on  the 
22d  day  of  September,  1811,  and  the  daughter 
of  James  Park,  who  was  of  Irish  birth,  and  a 
merchant  by  trade.  Mr.  Park  died  in  1853,  at  the 
age  of  eighty- four  years.  His  wife,  who  was 
formerly  Sophia  Moody,  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
died  in  1862,  when  over  eighty  years  of  age.  She 
was  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Rev. 
James  Park,  D.  D.,  a distinguished  Presbyterian 
minister  at  Knoxville,  is  one.  Mrs.  Coffin  (mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch)  died  in  this  county, 
in  1874,  and  lies  buried  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Charles  Coffin  has  been  not  so  much  a student  of 
books  as  an  independent  thinker.  He  went  through 
the  freshman  and  sophinore  years  in  the  Tennessee 
University,  at  Knoxville,  and  the  junior  year  at 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  but  the  war  closed  his  school 
life.  • He  was  a Southerner  by  birth,  his  home 
was  there,  all  his  interests  and  his  heart  were  with 
“his  people.”  He  believed  neither  in  secession 
nor  coercion,  but  seeing  his  people  in  trouble  and 
danger,  his  warm  heart  went  out  in  sympathy  for 
them,  and  he  left  the  college,  gave  up  all  that 
promised  to  be  a brilliant  literary  career,  for  he 
had  all  the  requisities  which  only  needed  to  be 
molded,  cultured  and  trained,  and  re.solutely  set  his 
face  homewmrd,  where  ho  was  eagerly  welcomed.  He 
enlisted  as  a private  on  the  10th  of  August,  1861, 
when  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  in  Capt.  Ben  M. 
Branner’s  cavalry  company  (at  Cumberland  Gap), 
afterwards  Company  I,  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
under  Col.  Henry  i\I.  Ashby.  Mr.  Coffin  was  in 
Gen.  Zollicoffer's  command,  and  participated  in 
all  his  engagements  until  the  latter’s  death  at  IMill 
Springs,  Ky. , on  the  19th  of  January,  1862.  Mr. 
Coffin  was  afterwards  in  the  campaigns  in  Ken- 
tucky, under  Gen.  Kirby  Smith,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  l\Iurfree.sboro,  December  31,  1862, 
and  North  Carolina,  January  I,  1863,  and  on  the 
I9th,  20th  and  21st  of  March,  1865.  he  wasat  Ben- 
tonville,  N.  C.,  where  Gens.  -Josepli  E.  Johnston 


and  Sherman  fought  their  last  great  battle.  He  was 
in  the  tight  between  Wheeler  and  Kilpatrick,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1865,  at  Aikin,  S.  C.,  and  with  Johnston 
in  Wheeler’s  cavalry  corps  during  the  campaigns 
of  the  Carolinas  in  the  la.st  mentioned  year.  He 
w’as  captured  at  Somerset,  Ky. , under  Brig. -Gen. 
John  Pegram,  March  31,  1863,  and  exchanged  at 
City  Point,  Va. , on  the  22d  of  April;  was  captured 
again  at  Lancaster,  Ky.,  on  the  31st  of  August, 
1863,  while  under  Col.  John  S.  Scott,  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  was  a prisoner  at  Camp  Chase.  Ohio, 
for  seven  months,  and  the  eight  mouths  following 
at  Fort  Delaware.  He  was  exchanged  at  Savannah, 
Ga. , on  the  12th  day  of  November.  1864.  He  was 
sergeant  major  of  his  regiment,  but  surrendered 
and  was  paroled  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  under  the 
cartel  between  Johnston  and  Sherman,  May  11, 
1865,  as  adjutant,  in  which  position  he  was  then 
acting.  Mr.  Coflin  was  a grocerv  merchant  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  from  March,  1867,  to  July, 
1869,  and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at 
Clover  Bend,  in  this  county,  from  July,  1869,  to 
March,  1871.  In  1873  ho  edited  the  Observer, 
at  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  iintil  August,  1874,  and  also 
taught  school  in  that  time.  In  September,  lSt4, 
he  was  licensed  to  practice  law  and  located  at  Wal- 
nut Ridge,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  lSi6 
he  was  co-editor  of  the  Little  Rock  Gazette,  but 
one  year  later  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, at  Walnut  Ridge.  Mr.  Coffin  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, of  Whig  antecedents,  having  been  reared 
by  Whig  parents.  He  became  a Democrat  after 
the  war,  and  in  1873  was  elected  from  Randolph 
County,  as  a Democrat,  to  the  extraordinary  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  and  .served  eighteen  days 
during  the  Brooks-Baxter  war,  at  the  call  of  Gov- 
ernor Baxter.  In  1878  he  was  elected  ]>rosecut- 
iug  attorney,  and  re-elected  in  1880  for  thi>  Third 
judicial  district.  In  the  summer  of  1888  he  was 
a candidate  for  the  Democratic  nomination  to  Con- 
gress for  the  First  Arkansas  district,  against  Hon. 
W.  H.  Cate,  of  Jonesboro,  and  gave  the  latter  a 
close  and  exciting  race.  He  was  afterwards  givt'u 
an  unsolicited  and  unanimous  nomination  as  rep- 
resentative to  the  State  legislature  Oteing  not  even 
a candidate)  by  the  Democratic  convention  of  his 
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county,  and  won  the  tight  by  a good  majority.  He 
made  the  canvass  as  a “.straight  Democrat,” 
against  the  combined  Republican,  Union  Labor 
and  Wheeler  opposition,  and  wears  the  laurels  of 
a hard  earned  victory.  In  the  legislative  session 
following  (lSSS-89)  he  was  a strong  advocate  and 
leader  of  the  effort  to  organize  the  Democratic 
members  of  the  legislature  for  Democratic  pur- 
poses. His  heart  was  in  the  work  and  he  labored 
indefatigably  and  gallantly  for  the  sake  of  all  the 
principles  he  holds  most  dear.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  house  committee  on  penitentiary,  also  a 
member  of  the  house  committee  on  railroads, 
ways  and  means  and  education.  I\Ir.  Coffin  intro- 
duced several  important  bills,  among  them  the  fol- 
lowing: To  regulate  the  practice  of  pharmacy;  to 

inspect  cattle  for  butchering  purposes  in  cities  of 
first  and  second  class;  to  repeal  featiu'es  of  the 
labor  contract  law  (Mansfield's  Digest,  Section 
4441 ),  which  makes  valid  contracts  for  labor  made 
beyond  the  limits  of  State.  He  also  had  the  honor 
of  framing  the  State  Democratic  platform  of  1888, 
in  which  the  State  canvass  and  victory  were  won 
from  the  Union  Labor  and  Republican  parties  com- 
bined. Mr.  Coffin  owns  a farm  of  eighty  acres 
near  Walnut  Ridge,  and  is  a strong  advocate  of 
grass  farming,  being  one  of  the  first  to  introduce 
clover  into  this  section  of  the  State.  He  was  bap- 
tized in  infancy,  but  is  not  a member  of  the 
Church,  though  a Presbyterian  in  his  views,  and 
assists  in  maintaining  ministers  and  church  enter- 
prises. Mr.  Coffin  is  a member  of  that  large  class 
of  mankind  who  have  never  seen  fit,  from  various 
causes,  to  enter  the  “conjugal  state  of  felicity,” 
although  a previous  biographer  has  dryly  remarked 
that  “he  is  young  enough  to  reform. ’ ’ He  has 
been  known  to  say,  in  reference  to  his  loneliness 
and  absence  of  a life  companion,  that  “a  Coffin 
is  the  last  thing  on  earth  a woman  wants.”  IMr. 
Coffin  has  for  his  motto:  “ Never  do  anything  to 

be  ashamed  of.”  His  style  of  oratory  is  earnest, 
fluent  and  pointed,  speaks  impromptu  and  gets  at 
the  “meat”  of  the  question.  He  is  an  honor- 
able, u[)right  citizen  in  all  that  the  terms  imply. 

Joseph  W.  Coffman,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Duty  Township,  was  born  in  IMcljean  County, 


Ky.,  in  1833.  His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth (Gossett)  Coffman,  are  natives  of  Virginia, 
and  of  German  descent.  Some  of  the  family  were 
extensive  farmers  in  Virginia,  while  others  had 
various  occupations.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
year  1802,  and  came  to  Kentucky  with  his  parents 
in  1804,  where  he  grew  to  maturity,  and  was  mar- 
ried. He  died  in  185G,  from  a very  painful 
accident,  having  his  head  mashed  while  moving  a 
hoffshead  of  tobacco.  He  was  a firm  adherent  of 
the  Universalist  Church,  and  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M..,  while  his  death  was  a source  of  sin- 
cere regret  amoner  a large  circle  of  friends.  The 
mother,  who  was  some  ten  years  younger  than  her 
husband,  died  in  1844.  Benjamin  Coffman  and 
Elizabeth  (Gossett)  Coffman  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  William  A.,  Nancy,  Ephraim 

A.,  Benjamin  F.,  Daniel  M.,  Elisha,  Elizabeth, 
and  Joseph  W.,  of  whom  William  A.  and  Elisha 
are  deceased.  Joseph  W.  Coffman  w’as  the  third 
child,  and  remained  on  the  farm  in  Kentucky  with 
his  parents  until  his  twenty-first  year,  when  he 
accepted  a lucrative  position  with  a large  tobacco 
firm,  and  commenced  his  own  career.  On  October 
19,  185G,  he  was  married,  and  moved  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  where  he  settled  in  Hempstead 
County,  on  a farm  which  he  rented  the  first  year, 
but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  was  able  to 
purchase  a farm  of  his  own.  A few'  years  later, 
that  announcement  of  war,  whic’n  broke  up  so 
many  happy  homes,  also  filled  him  with  the  desire 
to  aid  the  Confederacy,  and  he  enlisted  in  W.  H. 
Prescott’s  company,  and  served  for  three  years. 
He  took  part  in  a great  number  of  engagements, 
and  carried  himself  through  that  liloody  epoch  in 
history  in  a manner  that  won  the  admiration  and 
respects  of  his  comrades.  After  the  war  had 
ended,  he  returned  to  Lawrence  County,  in  ISGG. 
and  settled  at  a point  within  one  mile  and  a half 
of  where  he  now  resides,  and,  in  1878,  moved  to 
the  present  place,  where  he  has  been  employe<l  in 
agricultural  pursuits  ever  since.  Mr.  Coffman 
was  married  to  IMiss  Rebecca  Bowen,  a ilaughter 
of  John  W.  and  Ann  (Kenerly)  Bowen,  natives  of 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively,  who 
were  prominent  farmers  and  large  slave- owners 
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before  tlie  war.  The  father  was  born  in  1805,  of 
English  descent,  and  died  in  the  year  1S69.  while 
the  mother,  who  was  of  Dutch  origin,  was  born 
in  1804,  and  died  in  1804.  Tliey  were  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  three  of  them  yet 
living,  and  Mrs.  Coffman  is  the  sixth  child  of  that 
number.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Coffman,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living.  Their 
names  are:  F.  Warren,  Mary  C.,  wife  of  B.  A. 
Welbon,  living  in  the  State  of  Washington;  John 
B.,  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  her  thirteenth  year; 
Benjamin  A.,  at  home;  William  M. , who  died  at 
thirteen  years  of  age;  Jennie,  also  dead;  Flora, 
Lena  and  Josie  at  home.  3Ir.  and  IMrs.  Coffman 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  which  they  are  active  workers, 
while  Mr.  Coff'man  is  a trustee,  steward,  and  also 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  has 
represented  the  church  in  several  conferences.  He 
is  a prominent  man,  and  a leader  in  all  enterprises 
concerning  the  welfare  of  his  county,  and  one 
whose  advice  and  judgment  are  sought  for  on 
many  occasions.  He  is  a member  of  Lodge  No. 
450,  and  has  belonged  to  that  organization  for  over 
thirty  years.  Mr.  Coffman’s  father  contracted  a 
second  marriage  after  t’ue  death  of  his  first  wife, 
and  by  this  wife  had  nine  children:  John  T., 

Jacob  B. , Samuel  R.,  Solomon  E.,  George  B. 
(who  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  an  assassin), 
Frank  P.,  Susan  F.,  James  Lewis,  Ezekiel.  Ezekiel, 
George,  Frank,  James  and  Samuel  are  deceased. 

James  W.  Coffman,  M.  D.,  a gentleman  well 
know'n  throughout  Northeastern  Arkansas  as  one 
of  its  leading  physicians,  and  a fruit  grower  of 
well-deserved  re[)utation,  was  born  in  1847  on  a 
farm  in  what  is  now  known  as  McLean  County, 
Ky.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  N.  and  Nancy  (Gish) 
Coffman,  both  natives  of  Penirsylvania,  who  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  1808,  when 
they  were  children.  In  1857  Mr.  Coffman  and  his 
family  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in  Law- 
rence County,  where  he  entered  into  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  on  an  extensive  scale.  His  d('ath  occurred 
in  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  fourteen 
years  after  the  demise  of  his  wife.  Ten  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  two  ordy  are  living. 


one  of  them  being  a <laughter,  Mrs.  IMary  S.  Benne- 
tield,  and  James  W.  Coffman.  IMr.  Coffman  re 
sided  in  Lawrence  County  until  the  age  of  sixteen 

I 

years,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confedei’ate  army  ] 
under  Gen.  Price  during  the  declining  years  of  the  | 
late  war,  participating  in  some  of  the  daring  raids  j 
through  5Iissouri  and  Kansas.  At  the  close  of 
that  confiict  he  returned  home,  and  engaged  in  the 
more  [)eaceful  avocation  of  cotton  planting.  In 
1808  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  with  his  ; 
brother  (now  deceased),  who  was  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Louisville,  Ky. , as  his  prece)>tor. 

He  entered  the  same  university  in  the  fall  of  18<i0, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1871,  and  later  on  en- 
tered the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Philadel- 
phia, graduating  in  1883.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Powhatan  in  1871.  and  re-  | 
moved  to  Black  Rock  in  1883,  where  his  personal  ! 
popularity  and  large  practice  attest  to  his  efficiency 
as  a skillful  physician.  His  wife,  a pleasant  and 
attractive  lady,  was  formerly  IMiss  Mollie  F.  5Varner. 
The  Doctor  embarked  in  general  merchandising  in 
1883-84  at  Black  Rock,  and  has  been  deservedly 
fortunate,  being  the  ownier  of  considerable  pro|)- 
erty  in  that  town  and  the  outlying  district.  He 
has  one  of  the  finest  fruit  orchards  in  the  north- 
eastern portion  of  this  State,  comprising  twenty- 
five  acres  of  young  trees  just  producing  fruit, 
which  he  planted  in  the  fall  of  1885  as  an  ex- 
periment, and  which  have  proven  a success  be- 
yond his  most  sanguine  expectations.  They  will 
yield  on  an  average  one  and  one-ludf  bushels  to  the 
tree  this  year.  Besides  this,  he  has  planted  out 
small  fruits  in  proportion,  and  has  been  etjually 
successful  with  them.  He  is  a strong  Democrat; 
one  of  the  most  industrious  and  energetic  citizens 
of  Black  Rock,  and  takes  a active  part  in  all  public 
and  private  enterprises  that  tend  toward  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  county. 

J.  Bowen  Coffman,  deputy  clerk  of  Lawrence 
County,  for  the  Eastern  District,  was  born  in  Hemp- 
stead County.  Ark.,  Novemt>er  17.  KSdl.  He  is  a 
son  of  Jose{)h  W.  Coffman,  of  5[cLean  County, 
Ky..  who  came  to  .\rkansas  in  lS5t).  and  located 
in  Hempstead  County,  where  he  resided  until  the  | 
war  was  ended,  and  then  settled  in  liawrence 
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County,  his  prescuit  residence.  Tlie  elder  Coffuuin 
was  married  to  5Iiss  Rel)ecca  Bowen,  of  Alabama, 
and  this  union  wave  them  ten  children.  Seven  of 
them  are  now  living,  six  of  them  in  this  county. 
J.  Bowen  Coffman  was  five  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Lawrence  County.  He  received  a good  district 
school  education,  and  also  attended  school  at  Pow- 
hatan. He  then  taught  .school  in  Lawrence  Coun- 
ty for  three  terms,  and  in  Fulton  County  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  He  was  appointed  deputy 
clerk  under  Clay  Sloan,  February  14.  1887,  and 
j when  the  district  was  divided  he  came  over  to  Wal- 
nut Ridge,  in  April,  1887,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Eastern  District.  He  tills  the  position  in  a highly 
i creditable  manner,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  also  of  the  Walnut 
Ridge  Silver  Cornet  Baud.  Mr.  Coffman  has  hosts 
of  friends,  and  well  merits  the  re.spect  ami  esteem 
accorded  him. 

Rufus  M.  Dail,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Nancy  (Overton)  Dail,  natives 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively. 
William  Dail  moved  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  there  married  when  a young  man.  He  settled 
on  a farm  in  An<lerson  County,  where  Rufus  was 
born,  July  11,  1828,  and  remained  there  until  his 
death,  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  drew  a pension 
for  his  heroic  performances  during  that  event. 
Rufus  51.  Dail  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm,  and 
remained  with  his  father  until  that  time.  He  was 
married  in  June,  1853,  to  5Iiss  Christina  Skaggs, 
of  Knox  County.  Tenn.,  and  settled  on  a farm  with 
his  wife,  up  to  the  year  187b,  when  he  moved,  to 
Arkansas,  and  located  in  Bandol])h  County.  He 
remained  at  that  ])lace  for  six  years,  and  had 
brought  his  farm  up  to  the  highest  grade  of  per- 
fection, when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Lawrence 
County,  arriving  here  in  1880.  He  has  resided 
here  ever  since,  and  cultivates  the  soil,  farming, 
on  an  average,  seventy  acres  annually.  51r.  Dail 
was  elected  and  serv(*d  as  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Anderson  County,  Term.,  for  eight  consecutive 
years,  and  was  rdso  elected  deputy  slieriff,  in  wliicli 
capacity  he  served  four  years.  He  was  an  old- 


time  Whig  originally,  and  since  the  war  has  be- 
come identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  His 
family  is  composed  of  six  children:  Nancy  J.,  wife 
of  James  Hill,  of  Lindsey ville;  Sarah  Ann,  single;  ! 
5Iartha  I.,  wife  of  Charles  Basket;  Naomi,  wife  of 
Thomas  Howard,  and  Eden  S.  He  has  lost  three 
other  children:  Leroy,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

twenty-live  years;  William  R..  who  died  in  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  and  James  51.,  at  the  age  of 
furrrteen.  5Ir.  and  5Irs.  Dail  are  Iroth  members 
of  the  5Iethodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and 
5Ir.  Dail  was  formerly  a member  of'  the  5Iasonic 
fraternity.  He  is  highly  respected,  and  his  valrr- 
able  advice  and  aid  in  all  enterprises  regarding 
the  advancement  of  his  community  are  very  much 
appreciated.  I 

(treene  P.  Dean,  an  enterprising  and  prosper-  | 
ous  farmer  of  Dent  Township,  was  Iwrn  in  Law- 
rence County,  in  the  year  1848.  He  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Hettie  (Roney  ) Dean,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Arkansas,  respectively.  His  father  set-  | 
tied  in  the  latter  State  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  having  started  in  life  for  himself  at  an  early 
age,  and  established  a good  blacksmith  trade,  which  | 

he  followed  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  18(51.  I 

He  was  an  active  i^olitician  and  a noted  temper- 
ance worker  in  his  day,  and  was  a member  of  tlie 
society  known  as  Sons  of  Temperance.  He  was  one 
of  the  main  pillars  of  the  5Iethodist  Episcopal  . 
Church,  South,  and  also  tilled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  a numl)er  of  years.  The  mother 
died  in  1854.  She  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  Arkansas,  and  a lady  universally 
loved  for  her  many  e.xcellent  (pialities.  This  couple 
had  nine  children,  seven  of  them  living  to  maturity, 
since  which  time  two  have  died.  5Ir.  Greene  P. 
Dean  was  the  fourth  child,  and  has  grown  right  up 
with  the  county  he  resiiles  in.  He  started  in  to 
learn  his  father’s  trade*  at  the  ago  of  tifteeu,  and 
after  his  death  he  worked  with  51adison  Smith,  of 
this  county,  for  three  ami  one  half  years.  He  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  even  during  the  busiest  por- 
tion of  his  younger  days  found  time  to  apply  him- 
s(4f  to  his  books.  He  hired  himself  out  on  a farm 
aft»*r  leaving  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  attended 
school  for  several  years,  and,  in  the  fall  of  18(57, 
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turned  tutor  himself,  and  opened  a private  school. 
He  met  with  splendid  success,  and  continued  his 
teaching  until  1871.  He  also  had  charge  of  a 
school  in  Duty  Township,  this  county,  in  1877.  ■ 
Mr.  Dean  was  married  in  December,  1870,  to  : 

; Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Phillips,  of  Arkansas,  whose  i 
parents  came  to  that  State  from  Tennessee,  in  : 

; 1840,  and  settled  in  Lawrence  County.  Mrs.  i 

I Dean’s  grandparents  were  at  one  time  the  most  ex-  j 
tensive  iron  dealers  in  Tennessee,  controlling  sev-  ! 
eral  of  the  largest  foundries  in  that  State.  Ten  i 
children  were  born  to  this  couple:  William  A.,  | 

Thomas  Oscar,  Nettie  Oberia,  Eugene  D.,  Asa  ! 

1 Belle,  Francis  Marion,  IMary  Edna,  John  Foster,  j 
Homer  Lee  and  Ernest  D.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Dean  ' 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  j 

South,  and  Mr.  Dean  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  He  j 

I 

takes  a deep  interest  in  politics,  and  is  a Democrat.  | 
The  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  has  been  filled  by 
him  in  Duty  Township,  and  ho  has  also  occupied  j 
j several  local  positions,  besides  being  a director  in  | 
the  schools.  Mr.  Dean  is  one  of  Law'rence  County’s  j 
most  influential  and  prosperous  men.  He  has  300  ! 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  owns  considerable  ’ 

I j 

other  land  in  different  sections.  j 

William  Deeter  is  a farmer  of  Lawrence  County,  ^ 
and  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  in  1831. 
His  parents,  Jacob  and  Elisabeth  (Williams) 
Deeter,  came  from  Ohio  in  1830,  and  settled  in 
Clay  County,  Ind. , where  his  father  cultivated  the 
land,  and  also  followed  his  occupation  as  a stone- 
mason. They  resided  here  until  the  father’s 
death,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy -three  years.  , 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  faith  the  mother  died  in  1876  in 
her  sixty-si.xth  year.  Mr.  Deeter  is  the  second  of 
seven  children,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  with  the  exception  of  a short  time 
served  in  ap[>renticeship  at  the  carriage  and  wagon- 
making trade,  in  Ohio,  when  in  his  eighteenth  year. 
On  his  return  to  Indiana  he  followed  that  trade 
until  the  war  commenced,  but  for  the  greater  part 
as  a journeyman  woiker.  He  enlisted  in  the  army 
July  15,  1862,  and  was  a member  of  Company  I, 
Eighty  fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving 
I irntil  1865,  when  he  received  his  di.scharge  at 


^\’ashington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Deeter  ilid  considerable  [ 
guard  duty  in  the  army,  and,  after  the  battle  of  ■ 
Chickamauga,  wnis  detailed  for  repair  duty.  He  > 
returned  to  Clay  County,  Ind.,  after  the  war  had  i 
ended,  and , purchased  a small  farm,  on  which  he  j 
lived  until  the  fall  of  1878.  He  then  came  to  Ar- 
kansas and  settled  on  the  })lace  he  is  now  occupy- 
ing, having  cleared  about  100  acres  of  the  land  w'ith 
his  owm  hands,  and  getting  it  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Deeter’ s first  marriage  occurred  in  1852  to  ! 
Miss  Mary  E.  Congleton,  a young  lady  of  Clay 
County,  Ind.,  who  died,  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1863.  By  this  mar- 
riage he  w'as  presented  with  three  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  one  living  is  Martha 
I.,  now’  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Moon,  a resident  of 
Wilton  Springs,  Mo.  His  second  marriage  took 
place  in  September,  1865,  to  Miss  Catherine  New- 
port, an  Ohio  lady,  who  is  now  the  happy  mother  of 
nine  children,  namely;  Elisabeth,  wife  of  J.  H.  | 
Still;  Mathias.  Henry,  Clara,  wife  of  Isaac  Wells;  i 
Laura,  Isaac,  David  J.,  Barton  W.,  George  W. 

Mr.  Deeter  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christ- 
ian Chilrch,  of  which  he  is  the  organizer.  He  is 
also  an  elder  of  that  church,  and  a director  of  the 
schools,  being  a strong  advocate  of  the  latter.  He 
is  a man  well  appreciated  for  his  good  qualities, 
and  is  beloved  by  his  flocks  to  whom  he  preaches 
regularly. 

Swan  C.  Dowell,  dealer  in  drugs,  books  and 
stationery.  Walnut  Ridge,  Ark.  It  is  to  the  skill 
and  science  of  the  druggist  that  suffering  hu- 
manity  look  for  alleviation  from  pain.  The  phy- 
sician may  successfully  diagnose,  but  it  is  the 
chemist  who  prepares  the  remedy.  Mr.  Dowell 
has  been  engaged  in  the  above  business  since  1880, 
and  in  that  time  a trade  has  been  built  up  second  to 
no  other  drug  house  in  the  city.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Breckinridge  County,  Ky.,  on  October  26, 
1856,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Christopher  M.  Dowi'll, 
also  a native  of  the  Blue  Gra.ss  State,  who  came 
to  Arkansas  in  February,  1867,  and  who  located 
near  Clover  Bend,  in  Lawrence  County,  where  he 
remained  for  four  or  tive  years.  He  first  rented  land, 
but  afterwards  bought  160  acres,  and  subsetpiently 
(in  1876)  went  to  Minturn  to  live  near  his  two 
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sons,  J.  T.  ami  Swan,  who  were  there  in  business,  ] 
and  there  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  a pioneer  settler  and  a member  of  the  Ha-  j 
sonic  fraternity.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Ann  Brandenburg,  a native  of  Brandenburg,  j 
I Ky. , and  the  daughter  of  Solomon  Brandenburg, 

I who  was  a native  of  Hampshire  County,  West  Ya.  ■ 
To  them  were  born  tive  children,  two  now  liviitg — 
John  Thomas,  proprietor  of  an  hotel  in  Minturn,  j 
on  the  Iron  Mountain  Eailroad,  and  Swan  C.  (the  ; 
subject  of  this  sketch).  The  latter  became  famil- 
iar with  the  duties  on  the  farm  in  early  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  | 
When  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Clover  Bend 
and  enefacjed  as  a clerk  for  his  cousin,  J.  H.  Dow- 
ell,  by  whom,  subsequently,  he  was  promoted  to  I 
book  keeper.  Five  years  later  he  went  to  Minturn, 
and  with  his  brother  formed  a partnership  in  a 
general  store  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  T.  Dowell 
& Bro.  In  1880  they  dissolved  partnership,  and 
Swan  C.  came  to  Walnut  Eidjre,  where  he  encraired 
in  the  drug  business.  He  has  l)een  fairly  success- 
ful in  his  calling,  and  for  the  last  three  years  has 
been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  with  J.  P. 
Cofiin,  of  Powhatan,  under  the  firm  name  of  Coffin 
& Dowell,  and  they  control  about  2,500  acres  of 
land  for  sale.  Mr.  Dowell  individually  owns  5.000 
acres.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  ami  at  pres 
ent  is  mayor  of  the  city.  His  marriage  was  con- 
summated in  1878  to  Miss  Alice  Wall,  a native  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  the  daughter  of  William  Wall 
(deceased).  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  five 
children — Walter,  5Iaraie,  Agues,  Oliver  and  Aly-  , 
sius.  Mrs.  Dowell  is  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  I 

Andrew  C.  Estes,  deputy  sheriff  for  the  Eastern  : 
District  of  Lawrence  County,  was  born  in  O'Brien  ) 
County,  Ala.,  October  10,  1850.  He  is  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Elisabeth  (Belcher)  Estes,  of  Ala-  ' 
bama,  who  settled  in  Arkansas,  when  their  son 
Andrew  C.  was  very  young.  They  h.)cated  in 
Carroll  County,  where  they  resided  until  the  war, 
when  the  elder  Estes  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  was  killed  near  Hmithville.  Ark.,  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  that  period.  Four  children 
were  boru  to  th(>  parents,  two  of  them  still  living.  | 
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After  the  father’s  death,  his  wife  removed  to 
Lawrence  County,  and  settled  on  a farm  thrt'e 
miles  we.st  of  Walnut  Ridge,  and  lived  there  until 
the  month  of  October,  1888,  when  she  moved  to 
Scott  County,  Mo.,  where  she  is  at  present  resid- 
iitor.  Mr.  Andrew  C.  Estes  was  reared  on  a farm 

O 

and  received  only  an  ordinary  education  in  his 
boyhood.  His  avocation  was  farming  until  the 
year  1882,  when  he  was  elected  constable  of 
Campbell  Township.  He  served  four  years  in  this 
position,  and  was  then  appointed  deputy  sheriff 
for  the  Eastern  District,  in  November,  1888,  by 
C.  A.  Stewart,  sheriff.  That  entire  portion  of 
Lawrence  County,  is  now  under  his  jurisdiction, 
and  he  fills  the  bill  to  perfection  in  every  way.  On 
November  20,  1801,  Mr.  Estes  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Amanda  McGuinnis,  of  Illinois,  and 
four  children  have  been  the  result  of  this  union; 
Elizabeth,  Eliza  Ann,  Thomas  Edward  Jefferson 
and  Maudie  May.  They  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  EpLseopal  Church,  at  Old  Walnut 
Ridge,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Estes  is  a Democrat. 

John  T.  Evans,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of 
Black  River  Township,  was  born  in  Tippah  County. 
Miss.,  June  23,  1837.  He  is  a sou  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Miriam  (Rainey)  Evans,  who,  after 
their  marriage,  first  moved  to  Fayette  County, 
Tenn.,  and  then  to  Tipton  County,  and  on  March 
1,  1851,  arrived  at  Batesville,  Ark.,  where  they 
settled  on  a farm.  The  elder  Evans  was  a Uni(?n 
soldier  during  the  war,  and  died  at  Batesville,  Ark. , 
while  in  the  service,  his  two  sons,  John  T.  and 
David  F.,  also  belonging  to  the  same  regiment,  al- 
though John  lir.st  enlisted  in  the  Confeelerate  army. 
After  joining  the  Union  forces,  John  remained 
with  them  until  his  coiu[)any  disbanded,  and  then 
went  to  Illinois,  where  he  resided  until  the  war  was 
over.  When  peace  had  once  more  been  assured 
he  returned  to  Arkansas  and  located  in  this  (Law- 
rence) county.  He  first  settled  on  a portion  of 
land  belonging  to  the  railroad,  but  afterwards 
bought  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  now  re- 
sides, and  shortly  after  its  purchase  added  forty 
acres  more,  having  now  about  seventy  acres  under 
cultivation,  with  several  substantial  dwellings  <m 
the  laud.  Mr.  Evans  has  also  given  a gn>at  deal 
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of  his  attention  to  frnit  growing,  and  can  now  l)oast 
of  a splendid  peach  and  apple  orchard.  After  his 
marriage  he  started  in  life  with  very  little,  so  far 
as  worldly  wealth  was  concerned,  bnt  being  the 
possessor  of  a stout  heart  and  a determined  spirit, 
hesocn  lifted  himself  above  want  and  now  owns  a 
fine  farm,  a comfortable  home,  and  is  looked  u{)on 
as  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  Lawrence  County. 
He  was  married  in  Lawrence  Count}',  on  i\Iay  8, 
1808,  to  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Craig,  an  amiable  and 
pleasant  widow,  of  Union  County.  N.  C.,  wLo  came 
to  Arkansas  with  her  father,  Jason  Hargett,  in  ISol, 
when  a young  girl  of  eighteen.  Mrs.  Evans  has 
one  daughter  by  her  first  marriage,  Fannie  C.  Har- 
gett, who  is  now  the  wife  of  William  H.  Leonard; 
and  two  children  by  her  second  husl)and,  IMiriam 
Emmeline  and  John  William.  Miriam  Emmeline 
is  now  the  wife  of  Lewis  H.  Richey,  who  is  a renter 
on  Mr.  Evans’  place.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Fannie  Ella.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are  both 
members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Hartwell  B.  Farmer  is  a son  of  Capt.  John 
Farmer,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Nancy  Farmer, 
of  the  same  State,  who  moved  to  Tennessee  in  the 
year  1829,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Williamson 
County,  where  Hartwell  was  born  on  December 
20,  1830.  The  father  was  a carpenter  and  wheel- 
wright, but  also  cultivated  the  soil.  In  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  he  moved  to  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  located  in  Graves  County,  where  he 
died  about  1862.  He  was  a captain  of  militia,  and 
a survivor  of  some  of  this  country’s  earlier  wars 
before  his  death.  Hartwell  B.  remained  with  his 
father  until  his  eighteenth  year,  but  being  fired 
with  the  ambition  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  he 
started  out  with  that  worthy  object  in  view,  and 
located  at  Haywood  County,  in  the  western  portion 
of  Tennessee,  where  he  leanred  the  blacksmithing 
trade.  By  close  application  to  his  duty  he  soon  be- 
came an  expert,  and  thereafter  followed  that  occu- 
pation for  several  years.  In  1860  he  moved  to 
Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  and  lanight  a tract  of 
land,  the  same  upon  which  he  now  resides.  It 
comprises  120  acres  of  rich  bottom  laud,  and  is 
situated  two  miles  from  Portia.  He  has  cleared 
about  sixty  acres  upon  which  stands  a good  double 


log-house,  also  an  orchard  of  200  peach,  apple, 
plum  and  pear  trees,  besides  smaller  fruits.  Mr.  ' 
Farmer  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Armv  in  1^62, 
i)ecoming  a member  of  Col.  Shaver’s  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  served  until  his  capture, on  December 
25,  1863,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  to  Rock 
Island,  and  held  until  near  the  close  of  the  war. 

He  was  [>aroled  June  5,  1865,  at  Jacksonport,  i 
Ark.  Air.  Farnun  was  first  married,  in  1852,  to 
Miss  Martha  King,  and  has  one  daughter  by  this 
wife,  Margaret  Ann,  wife  of  Hiram  Corkins.  He 
was  married  again,  in  Tennessee,  to  Miss  Sallie 
Cook,  and  has  two  children  by  this  marriage. 
Their  names  are  Napoleon  P.  and  Lee  Thomas. 
Afterward  he  was  married  a third  time  to  5Iiss 
Martha  Ogden,  a native  of  Lawrence  Count}',  and  j 

has  had  six  children  by  this  w'ife:  Delilah  P. , j 

Jennie  B.,  Blunt  H.,  Sarah  E.  L.,  Milton  H.  and 
Simon  Cleveland.  Mr.  Farmer  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  IMissionary  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  the  former  is  a deacon,  and  also  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order  since  1852.  He  is  a Master  i 
Mason,  and  together  with  his  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  a degree  in  Masonry.  Air. 
Farmer  also  served  his  county  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  ten  years,  tilling  that  office  with  a dig- 
nity that  won  for  him  the  highest  respect. 

Joseph  Finley  (deceased)  was  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  in  Lawrence  County.  He  had  recorded  in 
the  county  clerk’s  office  the  first  deed  for  land 
east  of  Black  River,  in  this  section  of  country. 
His  native  State  was  Kentucky,  wffiere  he  was  born 
January  18,  1814.  He  came  to  Arkansas  at  a very 
early  day,  and  located  west  of  the  river,  on  Straw'- 
berry  Creek,  and,  in  1846,  came  over  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Black  River.  5Ir.  Finley  was  consid- 
ered to  be  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  that  poi-tion 
of  Arkansas,  and  when  his  death  occurred  had 
two  splendid  farms  of  160  acres  each.  He  was 
noted  far  and  wide  for  his  generosity  and  good- 
heartedness,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
mourned  by  not  a few.  Stock  raising  was  also 
part  of  his  business,  and  his  knowledge  as  a 
breeder  of  cattle  enabled  him  to  make  considerable 
montw  in  that  line.  Mr.  Finley’s  grave  is  on  the 
homo  farm,  three  miles  west  of  Mai  nut  Ridge,  a 
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place  selected  by  himself  for  the  repose  of  his 
ashes.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  iVIrs. 
Nancy  (Childers)  Stuart  became  his  wife.  Her 
parents  were  also  amon<f  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Arkansas,  and  had  nine  children  besides  herself, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Will-  ' 
iam  Shelton),  living  in  Southern  Texas;  Amanda  | 
(wife  of  Rev.  B.  A.  Morris,  a minister  of  the  Meth-  | 
odist  Episcopal  Church),  residing  three  miles  west  | 
of  Walnut  Ridge;  Joseph  B. , in  Walnut  Ridge,  ; 
and  L.  D. , residing  near  Portia.  The  mother  died 
about  the  v^ear  1854,  and  is  buried  near  what  is  : 
now  “ Ponder’s  Chapel,”  three  miles  west  of  Wal-  ' 
nut  Ridge.  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  William  Shel- 
ton, a resident  of  Southern  Texas,  is  the  youngest 
of  the  four  children  living.  Joseph  B.  Finley  was  j 
born  in  this  county  December  18,  1848.  He  has 
received  but  very  little  schooling,  and  has  been 
farming  all  of  his  life,  excepting  at  odd  times  when 
he  clerked  duri ngr  the  dull  acrricultural  season. 
On  January  12,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  j 
to  Miss  Emma  Montgomery,  of  Tennessee,  and  ; 
this  couple  have  been  the  parents  of  five  children,  ' 
of  whom  three  are  livinof:  Ida,  George  and  Orto. 
The  wife  and  daughter  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  spite  of  the 
disadvantages  he  labored  under,  Joseph' B.  is  now 
the  owner  of  a farm  four  miles  from  Walnut  Ridge.  1 
He  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  forty  years  ; 
of  age,  and  hopes  to  live  to  see  another  Democratic  ' 
president  in  power. 

Dr.  S.  L.  Fisher  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
Middle  Tenu.,  May  8>0,  1886,  and  is  the  son  of 
Fredrick  Fisher,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  whose 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Me  Whirter  before  her  marriage. 
She  was  a native  of  South  Carolina.  They  were 
among  the  tirst  settlers  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and 
the  father  was  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a 
number  of  years  in  that  State,  on  Duck  River.  ' 
The  establishment  is  still  conducted  under  the  | 
namt>  of  the  Fisher  stand.  After  raising  their 
family,  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Fisher  mo\ed  to  Hardeman 
County,  West  Tenn.,  where  the  mother  died  at  the 
age  of  about  fifty  years;  after  this  tite  family  caiue 
to  Arkansas.  There  were  seven  children  in  the 


family — John  P.,  AVilliam  G , H.  P.,  C.  J.,  A.  51., 

51.  E.,  and  S.  L.  John  P.  died  in  Randolph  j 
County,  Ark.,  W.  G.  died  at  5Ietro[)olis  Citv.  111.;  | 

A.  51.  died  in  Kentucky;  C.  J.  died  at  La  Crosse. 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  and  H.  P.  died  at  Smithville,  ^ 

Lawrence  County,  Ark.  ; all  between  the  ages  of  i 
fifty  and  sixty,  except  A.  51. , at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
Only  tw'o  are  living,  S.  L.  and  5Iary  E.,  widow  of 
Green  Ruby.  After  coming  to  Arkansas,  S.  L.  | 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  guid- 
ance of  his  brother,  John  P.,  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  1857,.  being  located 
the  tirst  two  years  in  the  wild  mountains  of  Izaixl  ' 
County.  Ark.,  where  panthers,  bears,  and  other 
wild  animals  were  numerous.  Later,  he  moved  to 
Randolph  County  and  practiced  his  profession  un  j 
til  tlie  war  commenced,  w’hen  he  enlisteil  in  June,  ! 
1861,  and  served  in  Col.  Lowe’s  regiment.  Price’s 
brigade,  as  assistant  surgeon.  He  was  wounded  i 
twice  during  the  war,  the  last  time  being  riddled  ^ 
■with  a bomb  shell  at  Kansas  Citv.  on  Price's  raiil.  , 

* I 

This  ended  his  services  in  the  war,  and  he  returned 

t 

home,  and  after  recovering,  came  to  .Smithville, 
Lawrence  County,  tvhere  he  resumed  his  practice, 
51arch,  1885.  Here  he  has  since  remained.  He 
was  married  November  15,  1886,  to  5Iiss  5Iary 
Ann  5IcKnigiit,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
Ark.,  ill  1846,  and  died  August  20.  1872.  They 
were  blessed  with  three  children,  all  living;  the 
eldest,  51artha  L.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Barnett 
(and  they  have  two  children);  and  Charlie  F.  and 
Gertrude  are  now  grown.  After  the  death  of  hi> 
first  wife.  Dr.  Fisher  lived  single  three  years  and 
three  months,  and  was  married  to  5Iiss  51ary  E. 
Barnett,  October  10.  1875.  They  have  two  chil 
dren — Ada  L.,  twelve  years  old.  and  5[yrtle  A., 
two  years  old.  The  Doctor  has  been  a member  of 
the  51asonic  fraternity  thirty-three  years,  having 
gone  as  high  as  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Hntli 
■ wives  w'ere  memlxu's  of  the  5Iethodist  Episco]>al 
j Church.  South,  and  devoted  Christians. 

Jesse  P.  Gil)bens,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of 
Spring  River  Township,  was  born  in  Rowan  Conn 
ty,  N.  C.,  January  1 1,  1881.  He  is  a sou  of  John 
and  Patsy  ( Winders)  (tibbeiis.  of  the  same  .State, 
i who  moved  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  about  the 
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year  1830,  and  settled  in  Shelby  County,  on  a 
farm  where  they  resided  until  1846,  and  then 
changed  their  homo  for  one  in  Lawrence  County, 
Ark.  Jesse  P.  Oibbens  remained  with  his  father, 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  in  this  county,  which 
was  also  about  the  time  of  the  elder  Gibbens’  death,  i 
and  then  went  back  to  Tennessee.  After  an  ab- 
sence of  three  years  he  returned,  and  was  married 
in  Lawnence  County,  in  1861,  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Hamrich,  of  Tennessee,  a daughter  of  John  Ham- 
rich.  Mr.  Gibbens  had  cleared  up  and  im- 
proved his  farm  before  his  marriage,  and  he  now 
owns  140  acres  of  valuable  land,  with  over  100 
acres  ready  for  cultivation,  besides  having  a small 
but  select  orchard  and  a comfortable  house.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
joined  Col.  Baber’s  regiment,  serving  until  the 
final  surrender.  He  took  part  in  a number  of 
sharp  skirmishes  at  close  quarters,  and  w’as  always  j 
to  the  front  in  battle.  He  was  paroled  at  Jack- 
sonport,  June  5,  1865.  and  returned  home  to  his  | 
farm  work  and  a more  peaceful  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  i 
Gibbens  have  one  daughter,  the  wife  of  F.  Lee,  a 
resident  of  Lawrence  County.  They  are  lovers  ! 
of  children,  and  have  reared  eight  orphans  to  ma- 
turity, and  started  them  in  life  with  the  exception 
of  one.  Both  Mr.  Gibbens  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
former  a member  of  Rock  Cave  Lodge  No.  347,  A. 

F.  & A.  M.  They  are  well  known  for  their  benev- 
olence and  generosity,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by 
their  neighbors. 

Hon.  John  K.  Gibson,  attorney,  and  real  estate 
dealer,  Powhatan.  This  man,  whose  name  is 
synonymous  of  success  in  his  profession,  was  born 
in  Richmond  County,  N.  C. , August  15,  1845. 
His  parents  were  John  K.  and  Elizabeth  (Wat- 
son) Gibson,  natives  of  the  same  State.  Early 
in  life  Mr.  Gibson  began  to  show  traces  of  what 
his  future  course  would  be  through  the  world,  and 
the  occupation  he  would  follow.  He  obtained,  a 
knowledge  of  men  and  things  beyond  his  years, 
and  even  when  a boy  at  school,  often  surprised  his 
elders  at  the  correctness  of  his  ideas  regarding 
different  events  and  his  knowledge  of  human  nature. 
This  talent  he  has  fostered  up  to  the  present  time. 


and  it  has  stood  him  well  in  many  a hard-fought 
battle  before  the  bar.  Mr.  Gibson  attained  liis 
maturity  in  North  Carolina,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  county.  Subsequently,  ho  went 
to  the  higher  schools  and  acailemies  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  and  for  a period  of  three  years 
later  taught  school  himself.  In  18<)7  he  became  a 
freshman  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Chapel  Hill,  and  in  the  fall  of  1868  commenced 
reading  law  at  tliat  place  under  a well-known  and 
prominent  jurist  of  that  State.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1869,  and  shortly  afterward  departed 
for  Arkansas,  where  he  first  located  at  Jacksonport, 
unknown  and  iinheralded.  On  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1869,  he  left  Jacksonport.  and  came  to  Pow- 
hatan, where  he  soon  won  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  built  up  a fair  practice.  He  has 
brought  several  cases  to  a successful  issue  in  the 
Superior  Court,  and  always  given  his  jiersonal  at- 
tention to  his  clients’  grievances,  not  trusting  them 
in  the  hands  of  subordinates.  In  connection  with 
his  law  practice  he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
Imsiness,  and  has  been  highly  successful  in  the 
latter,  owning  about  4,000  acres  of  land,  besides 
holding  the  agency  for  an  immense  amount.  Mr. 
Gibson  has  been  elected  to  several  local  positions, 
and  for  a number  of  years  was  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools.  He  also  held  the  office  of 
county  examiner  for  several  years,  and  it  is  not 
only  said,  but  is  an  established  fact,  that  he  has 
done  more  toward  advancing  the  public  school  in- 
terests, and  aiding  the  cause  of  education,  than  anv 
other  man  in  the  county.  In  1876  he  was  a can- 
didate for  and  elected  representative  of  his  countv, 
and  served  with  distinction  for  two  years.  In  1873 
Mr.  Gibson  was  married  to  IMiss  Fannie  Peebles, 
and  after  a short  period  of  ha[>py  wnnlded  life  his 
wife  died.  He  was  again  married  in  ISSl,  his 
second  wife  being  IMiss  Lizzie  M.  Moore,  a relative 
of  J.  31.  Moore,  the  prominent  Little  Rock  attor- 
ney. This  union  has  given  them  three  bright  chil- 
dren: George  31. , 3Iaggie  31.  and  John  K.  Gibson, 
Jr.,  besides  an  infant,  which  the  parents  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose.  3Ir.  Gibson  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Old  School  Presl>y terian  Church, 
in  which  the  former  is  a deacon.  In  summing  up 
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Mr.  Gibson’s  career,  it  would  not  be  inappropriate  1861,  a gentleman  wlio  had  been  engaged  in  rail- 
to  touch  upon  the  causes  of  bis  success  in  life.  As  ; reading  almost  all  of  his  life  until  he  came  to 
shown  in  this  sketch,  he  began  life  with  coxnpara-  Moark,  Ark.,  and  opened  up  the  railroad  eating- 
tively  nothing,  but  has,  by  untiring  energy  and  house  at  that  place.  Two  years  later  he  came  to 
the  strict  application  of  business  principles,  coupled  Walnut  Ridge,  and  established  a very  line  eating- 
with  the  brilliancy  of  his  mind,  won  for  himself  house,  which  was  burned  down  in  May,  1877.  In 
the  eminent  success  he  has  achieved.  the  interval  between  the  10th  of  May  (date  of  tire) 

John  S.  Gibson,  attorney  at  law,  one  of  the  and  September  0,  he  had  built  and  moved  into  the 
brightest  of  the  legal  talent  in  Lawrence  County,  present  eating-house,  which  he  conducted  for  three 
was  born  in  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  October  12,  1857.  . years  and  a half,  and  then  retired  from  active  life 
He  is  a son  of  Green  S.  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Gibson.  for  about  four  years.  Septemlier  20,  1883,  he 
Mr.  Gibson  received  a common  school  education  in  came  to  Hoxie,  and  erected  the  present  hotel,  which 
his  youth,  and  was  a close  student  of  every  sub-  he  operated  until  March,  1887.  At  this  period 
ject  that  came  under  bis  notice.  He  studied  law  the  health  of  their  youngest  child,  Harry,  began  to 
with  Chief  Justice  Pearson,  of  Richmond  Hill,  and  fail,  and  Mrs.  Boas  and  her  family  made  a visit  to 
was  granted  a license  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Colorado,  where  they  remained  eighteen  months. 
North  Carolina  in  1879.  He  came  to  Arkansas  Her  oldest  son,  William  Edgar,  graduated  from 
immediately  following,  and  was  granted  a license  the  Brothers’  College,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  but  died 
in  that  State  in  March,  1879,  locating  at  W’alnut  August  21,  1885,  and  she  lost  her  husband  in 
Ridge.  He  has  had  very  fair  success  as  a lawyer,  Panama,  in  Sej^tember,  1886,  where  he  had  con- 
and  can  proudly  point  to  the  fact  that  he  has  won  | tracted  malarial  fever.  Those  of  her  children  who 
every  suit  brought  to  the  court  by  him.  'When  are  now  living  are:  Anna  E.,  wife  of  John  S.  Gib- 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Boas  came  to  Hoxie,  he  took  charge  son,  and  Harry.  There  are  two  churches  and  a 
of  her  business  as  manager,  and  March  9,  1887,  public  school  building  in  course  of  construction  at 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Boas.  Hoxie,  the  site  of  these  improvements  having  been 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  wms  a delegate  donated  by  Mrs.  Boas,  and  the  newly  projected 
to  the  State  convention  that  nominated  Gov.  Walnut  Ridge  <fc  Hoxie  Street  Railway  Company 
Hughes.  He  resided  in  Colorado  for  eighteen  is  through  her  farm,  as  also  the  right  of  way  for 
months,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888  delivered  several  the  Pocahontas  A Hoxie  Railroad.  Mrs.  Boas  is 
speeches  in  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party  in  that  widely  known  for  her  liberality  and  kindliness,  and 
State.  Mr.  Gibson  was  the  first  man  to  predict  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  acquaintances, 
the  election  of  Wade  Hampton,  if  nominated,  for  George  W.  Goodwin  is  the  oldest  of  four  chil- 
governor  of  South  Carolina.  Mrs.  IMary  A.  Boas  dren,  and  has  resided  in  Lawrence  County  since 
at  one  time  owned  the  land  on  which  Hoxie  now  his  twelfth  year.  He  is  a native  of  Alabama  and 

stands.  The  Iron  ^Mountain  Railroad  was  already  was  born  in  1839.  His  parents  left  Alabama  in 

here  at  that  time,  and  she  gave  twenty  acres  to  the  1849  and  came  to  Arkansas,  where  they  settled  in 
company  on  which  to  build  their  side-tracks,  de-  Independence  County  and  cultivated  the  land  for 
pots,  etc.  The  road  runs  about  as  near  through  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1851  they  removeil  to 
the  center  of  her  400-acre  farm  as  it  is  possible  to  Lawrence  County,  and  settled  in  the  neighborhood 
locate  without  measurement.  Mrs.  Boas  has  since  of  where  Mr.  Goodwin  is  now  living.  Here  the 
then  laid  out  the  town  site,  and  is  selling  the  lots.  father  purchased  an  unimproved  farm  and  com- 
This  lady  is  a native  of  Alabama,  whose  parents  menced  to  model  it  into  better  shape,  when  death 
were  Henry  and  Sarah  M.  Stephens,  the  former  interrupted  his  labors  in  1852,  while  yet  in  the 
from  Georgia,  and  the  latter  a South  Carolinian.  meridian  of  life.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
She  was  reared  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  age  of  seventy  years  ami  has  never  ceased  to  mourn 

was  there  united  to  Henry  Boas,  December  27,  the  loss  of  her  husbami.  Eight  children  were 
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born  to  them,  of  whom  four  are  deceased,  and  the 
four  remaining  are  George  W.,  Mark,  Peter,  Emily, 
wife  of  D.  A.  Price.  Those  deceased  are:  Francis, 
Samuel,  Pleasant,  Mary  E.  Mr.  Goodwin  re- 
mained at  home  until  the  year  1862,  and  in  March 
of  that  year  entered  the  army  under  Capt.  Sloan, 
of  the  Twenty-tifth  xVrkansas.  He  fought  in  all 
the  battles  in  w'hich  the  company  participated 
when  able  to  do  duty,  and  was  commtnided  by  his 
superiors  for  the  luvavery  he  displayed  on  several 
occasions.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Baldwin, 
Miss.,  in  1862,  Imt  was  only  held  a short  time 
and  then  released.  He  surrendered  at  Greens- 
boro, N.  C.,  in  April,  186d,  and  when  paroled,  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  his  work  on  the  farm. 
In  1870  he  was  married  to  INfiss  Leah  Williams,  of 
Arkansas,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  this  county, 
and  who  died  ^larch  1,  1878,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  years  and  eleven  months.  Their  rmion  was 
blessed  with  four  children,  one  of  them  now  de- 
ceased. Their  names  are  James,  Charles  J.,  Absa- 
lom (deceased),  and  John  L.  iVIr.  Goodwin  again 
contracted  a marriage  v/ith  Miss  Martha  B.  Daw- 
son, born  in  Independence  County,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  I.  F.  Dawson,  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  this  county.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  Goodwin  and  his  second  wife,  namely; 
George  F.,  Osa  May  and  Lena.  IMr.  Goodwin  is 
a member  and  the  clerk  of  the  iNIissionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  has  taken  an  active  |>art  in  school 
work,  having  held  several  offices  on  the  school 
board.  He  has  taken  one  degree  in  Mus<rnry,  and 
is  a leading  spirit  in  the  community,  being  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  hdlow-townsmen  and  neighbors. 
He  has  upward  of  ninety  acres  of  land  under 
cultivation. 

Mark  Goodwin,  a well-known  farmer  of  Law- 
rence County,  was  born  in  Jetlerson  County,  Ala., 
in  1816,  and  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents. 
Wyche  and  IMaria  (Shar[)|  Goodwin,  when  very 
young.  IMr.  Goodwin  has  resided  in  Arkansas 
ever  since,  and  on  reaching  his  twmity  second  year 
he  married  and  setthal  on  the  farm  where  he  is  at 
pre.sent  living.  He  is  a {iractical  farmer,  and 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  details  of  cotton  ginning, 
which  Imsiness  he  operates  in  conjunction  with  his 


brother,  George  Goodwin.  They  purchased  a gin 
in  1887,  and  in  the  following  year  ginned  160  bales 
of  cotton,  with  marked  success.  Mr.  Goodw'in  at 
one  time  devoted  his  attention  to  cabinet-making, 
but  tinding  that  his  farm  would  claim  all  of  his 
energies,  he  turned  in  that  direction  and  has  since 
followed  the  occupation  of  farmer.  His  first  mar- 
riage was  with  IMiss  Frances  Roney,  of  Arkansas, 
who  died,  leaving  tw'o  children  -Samuel  and 
Laura,  the  latter  now'  dead.  His  second  wife  was 
Miss  Sarah  SatTell,  also  a native  of  Arkansas,  who 
shortly  follow'ed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  first  wife, 
leaving  one  child,  an  infant,  that  did  not  survive 
her  long.  Mr.  Goodwin  was  married  in  1867  or 
1868  to  his  present  wife.  Miss  Margaret  Williams, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  Williams,  a farmer  and  ex- 
tensive stock  dealer,  of  Lawrence  County.  The  | 
fruits  of  this  union  were  eight  children,  six  girls  ' 
and  two  boys,  whose  names  are:  Ida,  Joseph.  ! 

Milton,  Ella,  Lena,  xVddie,  Mandie,  Nora  all  of  ! 
them  living.  Mr.  Goodwin  is  a member  of  A.  F. 

A A.  IM.  Lodge  No.  Jo6,  and  also  of  the  IMission- 
ary  Baptist  Church.  He  has  creditably  tilled  sev- 
eral offices  on  the  school  board  and  local  positions, 
and  is  a man  of  great  popularity  in  his  vicinity. 

George  Graff  A Sons,  wagon  manufactur- 
ers. blacksmiths  and  repairers.  Walnut  Ridge. 
George  Graff,  who  established  the  Imsiness  in 
1877,  was  l)orn  at  Frankfort-on  the-Main,  Ger- 
many, October  18,  1825.  He  learned  the  wagon  | 
trade  in  his  native  country  and  came  to  .Vmerica 
in  185J.  locating  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  estal>lished 
himself  in  business  at  the  corner  of  Clayton  and 
Manchester  roads,  remaining  there  twenty-six 
years.  Having  been  compelled  to  pay  a big  secur- 
ity debt,  and  being  a heavy  sufferer  from  tire,  he 
was  induced  to  settle  in  Arkansas,  in  the  year 
1877,  when  he  Imught  200  acres  of  land  at  Lind- 
say, five  miles  .south  of  Walnut  Bidge.  Shortly  | 
afterwanl  he  came  ti;  the  latter  place  and  opened, 
up  his  present  business,  while  fortune  seemed  tt> 
smile  on  him  once  more.  In  1S79  he  had  seven 
men  in  his  em [Joy,- and  manufactured  all  kinds  iJ'  ! 
wagons,  and  in  ISSO  he  brought  his  oldest  son,  | 
Benjamin  F. , into  [)artnershiji,  clianging  the  linn 
name  to  George  Gratf  A Son,  which  continued  un 
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der  this  head  until  the  time  of  his  death,  January 
7,  1888,  when  the  other  son,  Fritz  F.,  became  a 
partner.  The  father,  George  Graff,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Little  Rock,  the  ser- 
vices being  conducted  by  Rev.  Father  Fitzgerald. 
His  two  sons  have  since  carried  on  the  business  of 
wagon  manufacturing,  and  have  added  an  under- 
takincr  establishment  to  it.  The  father  was  mar- 
ried  to  Miss  Anna  Mary  Graeber,  also  a native  of 
Germany,  ten  children  having  been  born  to  them. 
Six  of  them  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  two 
girls;  Josie  IM. , wife  of  John  J.  Pace,  of  Las 
Vegas,  N.  M. ; Fritz  F.,  Jacob  T. , of  Las  Vegas; 
Benjamin  F.,  Julius  and  Mary.  The  mother  is 
now  deceased.  Benjamin  F.  Graff  was  married 
August  5,  1884,  to  Miss  Ida  F.  Israel,  of  Walnut 
Ridge,  and  the  couple  have  had  two  children: 
Ruby  Archias  and  Bennie.  Fritz  F.  was  married 
October  19,  1884,  to  Miss  Susie  Kirsch,  at  Raven- 
den  Springs,  Ark.  They  have  twin  girls:  Josie 
Ruby  and  Jessie  Lee. 

William  C.  Harris,  of  Hazel  Grove,  comes  orig- 
inally from  North  Carolina.  His  parents  are  both 
North  Carolinians,  but  were  married  in  South  Car- 
olina, from  which  place  they  moved,  in  1835,  and 
settled  in  Walker  County,  Ga.  His  father,  William 
G.  Harris,  was  a tanner  by  trade,  and  had  followed 
it  for  a number  of  years,  but  later  in  life  embarked 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  one  of  the  num- 
ber who  assisted  in  transferring  the  Cherokee  Na- 
tion into  the  Indian  Territory.  After  locating  in 
Georgia  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
also  devoted  part  of  Ids  time  to  a tanyard,  until  the 
Union  was  dividtnl,  when  he  moved  to  Catoosa 
County,  where  he  died  in  1854,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episco[)al  Churcli.  His  wife  moved  to 
Missouri,  after  his  death,  and  settled  in  Maries 
County,  where  she  lived  until  the  time  of  her  de- 
cease,in  1832.  Twelve  children  wf>re  l)oni  to  them, 
seven  living  to  maturity,  and  two  dying  since  then. 
The  names  of  those  living  fir(>  Mary  Ann,  Sarah 
N.,  Martha,  Cicero  F.  and  \\'illiam  C.  Those 
dead  who  lived  to  maturity  were  James  I’,  and 
Fletcher;  th(«  others  died  in  infancy.  ” William  C. 
was  the  third  child  and  the  eld(‘st  son.  His  young- 
50 


I er  days  were  passed  upon  a farm  in  Georgia,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  commenced  life 
for  himself.  His  first  venture  w'as  on  a farm  in 
Georgia,  and,  in  1857,  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and 
settled  in  Jefferson  County,  where  he  dealt  in 
stocks.  In  the  year  1800  he  moved  to  his  present 
home,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since,  except  in  the 
interval  when  he  enlisted  in  Dobbins’  regiment, 
during  the  war.  He  was  present  at  the  surrender, 
on  June  5,  1865,  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.  On  his  re- 
tirrn  home  he  resumed  his  wajrk  on  the  farm,  and 

I 

was  shortly  afterw’ard  married  to  Miss  Alary  Sini- 
erd,  of  Walker  County,  Ga  , a daughter  of  James 
Sinierd,  an  old  resident  of  Georgia.  Airs.  Harris 
came  to  xArkansas  with  her  parents,  in  1857,  and 
settled  in  this  county,  where  the  father  died  in 
j 1861,  at  the  age  of  fifty-tw'o,  and  the  mother  in 
I 1874,  aged  sixty-two.  Both  of  them  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Alissionary  Baptist  Church.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them;  Joseph  G.,  w'ho  died  in 
' 1859,  and  Alary,  now'  the  wdfe  of  Air.  AVilliam  C. 
Harris.  Air.  Harris  and  his  wu'fe  have  three  chil- 
dren living:  Alartha  E.,  the  wife  of  AVilliam  Allen; 
Thomas  AI.,  and  xVmanda  G.,  the  wife  of  Bishop 
Alorris,  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  towmship. 
AVhen  Air.  Harris  first  settled  in  this  place  there 
w'ere  only  live  acres  of  land  cleared;  but  he  now 
has  upwards  of  100  acres  under  cultivation,  most 
of  it  being  done  by  his  own  labor. 

Thomas  C.  Hennessee  is  a son  of  G.  C.  and 
Sallie  (Smith ) Hennessee,  of  AVarreu  County,  Tenn. , 
who  emigrated  to  Wright  County,  Alo. , in  1842, 
where  Thomas  was  born  -March  20,  1844.  In 
1863  the  family  moved  to  Arkansas  and  located  in 
Law'rence  County,  w’here  the  father  died  in  ISSO. 
He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  through  the 
war,  and  was  one  of  the  raiders  under  Price  during 
that  general’s  daring  exploits.  The  family  con- 
sisted of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  grew 
to  mature  years,  of  w'hom  two  luothers  and  three 
sisters  are  yet  living.  Thomas  C.  Hennessee  re 
mained  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  the  latter 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  in  1S6I.  In  1862  he 
I enlisted  in  the  Second  Alissouri  Battalion  of  Cav- 
alry, and  served  in  that  comjmuv  until  the  close  of 

the  war.  He  was  paroled  and  discharged  at 
1 * " 
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Shreveport,  La.,  on  Hay  10,  1865,  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Lawrence  County.  During  his 
career  in  the  army  Mr.  Hennessee  has,  no  doubt, 
seen  about  as  much  lighting,  and  also  done  fully  as 
much  as  any  soldier  at  that  period.  He  took  part 
in  the  fights  at  Poison  Springs,  Marks’  Mill,  Jen- 
kins’ Ferry,  and  a great  many  skirmishes  and  fights 
of  lesser  note,  but  equally  as  hot  as  their  prede- 
cessors. When  he  first  joined  the  army,  the  bat- 
talion of  which  he  was  a member  was  composed  of 
476  men,  and  out  of  that  number  only  seventy -four 
lived  through  the  hoirdrs  of  war  to  be  paroled  at 
its  close.  Mr.  Hennessee  received  a gun- shot 
wound  in  one  of  his  limbs,  which  disabled  him  for 
a time;  and,  on  another  occasion,  was  wounded  by 
one  of  the  guards,  after  being  taken  a prisoner, 
while  walkincr  over  a 1o£T  to  cross  a creek.  On  De- 
cember  21,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Levira 
Bagley,  of  Arkansas,  and  then  settled  to  a farm 
life  with  his  bride.  He  came  on  his  present  place 
in  December,  1870,  and  has  cleared  up  about  160 
acres,  and  built  a fair  house,  out-buildings  and  all 
necessary  adjimcts,  besides  a small  orchard  of  well- 
selected  fruits.  He  also  owns  another  farm  of  187 
acres,  with  about  sixty  acres  cleared  up  and  a com- 
fortable house  built  upon  it,  owning  altogether 
some  400  acres  of  rich  bottom  land,  situated  about 
five  miles  northwest  of  Walnxrt  Ridge.  Mr.  Hen- 
nessee was  elected  justice  of  Cache  Township  in 
1874,  and  held  the  office  continuously  for  twelve 
years.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a strong 
adherent  to  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  his 
party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  Mr.  Hen- 
nessee is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor.  They  have  had  five  children  born  to 
them,  all  living.  Their  names  are  Martha,  wife 
of  J.  S.  Childers;  Laura,  wife  of  W.  G.  Duty; 
Joseph  G. , John  H.  and  Sallie  Anna.  Mr.  Hen- 
nessee started  in  life,  after  the  war,  without  a dol- 
lar, and  has  accumulated  his  fine  property  by  in- 
dustry, economy  and  good  management,  and  is 
now  one  of  Lawrence  County’s  solid  men  and  en- 
terprising citizens. 

Samuel  Henry,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  a son 
of  Reub(>n  and  Elizabeth  ( Yatesj  Henry,  of  Polk 


County,  Tenn. , where  Samuel  was  born  on  the  10th 
of  August,  1837.  His  father  bore  arms  for  this 
country  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  also  fought  under 
Gen.  Jackson,  at  the  battles  of  New  Orleans  and 
Horseshoe  Bend.  After  the  death  of  the  elder 
Henry,  which  occurred  while  in  his  prime,  the 
government  granted  a land  warrant  to  the  familv. 
in  recognition  of  his  services.  Samuel  remained 
with  his  mother  until  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
then  commenced  farming  for  himself.  When  war 
was  announced  between  the  North  and  South,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,-  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Ninth  Tenne.ssee  Cavalry,  first  as  a 
private,  but  later  on  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
ordei'ly  sergeant.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  for  three  days,  and  at  the  first  siege  and 
bombardment  of  Vicksburg  for  thirty  days;  then 
at  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  at  Corinth, 
Miss.,  where  he  was  captured  and  taken  prisoner. 
Ten  days  after  his  capture  he  was  paroled,  and  in 
nine  months'  time  from  that  date  re-joined  his  regi- 
ment in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle  at  Jackson, 
Tenn.  His  last  fight  of  importance  was  at  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  but  he  afterward  fought  in 
a great  many  skirmishes  and  smaller  battles.  In 
the  fall  of  1864  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Charles- 
ton, Tenn.,  and  held  at  Paducah,  Ky. . until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  paroled  at  Union 
City,  Tenn.,  in  June,  1865.  He  then  returned  to 
his  home  in  that  State,  and  farmed  for  several 
years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1872  moved  to  Missouri, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  again 
changed  his  habitation  in  1874,  coming  to  Lawrence 
Coimty,  Ark.,  and  settling  on  a farm.  In  1SS2  he 
moved  to  Texas, and  was  gone  one  year,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Lawrence  County,  and  bought  a small 
tract  of  land,  upon  which  he  commenced  farming. 
Shortly  afterward  he  went  to  Randolph  County. 
Ark.,  bought  land,  and  later  on  returned  to  Law- 
rence County,  and  settled  upon  his  present  place  of 
residence,  where  he  has  almost  200  acres  of  land, 
and  about  fifty  acres  cleared  and  under  cultivation, 
all  of  it  being  on  bottom  land,  and  composed  of 
very  rich  soil.  In  politics  Mr.  Henry  is  a Demo- 
crat, and,  before  he  went  to  Texas,  had  been  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  and  serveil  one  term.  In  the 
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fall  of  1S88  be  was  again  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  still  holding  that  office.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  July  22.  1800,  in  Bradley  County,  Tenn., 
to  IMissAdaline  Clark,  a daughter  of  Henry  Clark, 
of  Georgia,  and  has  three  children:  Miranda, 

Elizabeth  and  Margaret,  all  single.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  have  lost  a son,  Reuben  Napoleon,  who  died 
in  July,  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Mrs. 
Henry  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  well-known  for  her  charitable  nature 
and  interest  in  church  work. 

J.  F.  Hildebrandt,  farmer,  has  been  a resident 
of  Campbell  Township  for  thirty-one  years,  and 
was  born  in  Dallas  County,  !Mo. , in  1857.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  (Potter)  Hilde- 
brandt, who  died  while  he  was  very  young.  They 
moved  to  Arkansas  in  the  year  1858,  and  settled 
in  Randolph  County,  where  the  father  followed  his 
occupation  of  farming  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted 
in  the  Federal  army,  and  was  taken  sick  and  died. 
The  mother  survived  him  eight  years,  leaving 
three  boys  at  her  death,  of  whom  only  one  is  liv- 
ing at  present,  J.  F.  Hildebrandt.  Mr.  Hilde- 
brandt was  reared  on  a farm,  and  after  his  mother’s 
death  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  M'illiam  Potter, 
until  the  time  of  his  decease,  when  he  transferred 
his  home  to  that  of  Uncle  Claiborne  Pinnell,  an 
old  settler  of  Lawrence  County.  December  5, 
1876,  he  was  married  to  iMiss  Elizabeth  Hennes- 
see,  a daughter  of  Gideon  Hennessee,  one  of  the 
old  residents  of  Campbell  Township,  who  presented 
his  daughter  wdth  forty  acres  of  land,  as  a mar- 
riage gift,  and  upon  which  Mr.  Hildebrandt  and 
his  wife  are  at  present  living.  He  is  an  energetic 
and  successful  young  farmer,  and  will  soon  add  to 
his  prosperity,  from  present  indications.  They  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  Mr.  Hildebrandt  is  also  connected  with 
the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  at  'Walnut 
Ridge.  They  have  had  live  children,  two  of  them 
decea.sed.  Those  living  are  Nancy  Artabell,  iMary 
Alvira  and  William  Thomas. 

P.  B.  Hill,  a well-known  farmer  of  Campbell 
Township,  was  born  in  Iredell  County,  N.  C., 
July  8,  1852.  His  father,  who  was  Robert  H. 
Hill,  was  a native  of  Nortli  Carolina,  of  Scotch  and 


Irish  ancestry,  who  married  IMiss  Sarah  Adeline 
Hall.  The  father  of  Mr.  Hill  died  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  mother  in  Fayette  County.  Tenn. 
P.  B.  Hill  received  a liberal  education  at  home, 
his  parents  taking  pains  to  provide  him  with  every 
' facility  for  learning,  and  was  subsequently  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  where  he  completed  the 
junior  and  sophomore  courses.  He  then  studied 
law  at  Somerville,  Tenn.,  with  H.  C.  Moorman, 
and  attended  a course  of  law’  lectures  at  the  Yau- 
, derbilt  University,  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  was  ad 
mitted  to  the  bar  in  Tennessee,  and  later  on  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas.  He  came  to  the  latter  State  in 
1886,  and  settled  in  Lawrence  County,  and  has 
been  a resident  of  Campbell  Township  for  about 
I three  years.  He  was  married  in  June,  1886,  to 
! Miss  Victoria  Lester,  a daughter  of  P.  K.  Lester, 
and  has  one  child,  Annie  P.  Hill. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Hogard,  a prominent  citizen  and  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Marion  township,  was 
born  in  Louisa  County,  Va. , on  the  27th  of  August. 

' 1827.  He  is  a son  of  Austin  and  Sai'ah  (Hamil- 
ton) Hogard,  of  that  State,  the  father  being  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  the  mother  a daughter  of 
Capt.  Hamilton,  of  Virginia.  The  elder  Hogard 
was  a physician  and  also  a preacher,  and  w’as  noted 
for  his  great  oratorical  powers  and  strong  delivery 
I at  that  period.  He  moved  to  Missouri  in  1836, 
and  settled  in  Perry  County,  where  he  practiced 
medicine,  and  was  also  occupied  in  farming  and 
milling.  His  death  occurred  in  1862.  During  his 
life  he  fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  at  Norfolk,  Va.  Dr.  A.  B.  Hogard 
remained  with  his  father  in  Perry  County,  iMo. . 
until  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  received  a good 
common  school  education.  He  also  attended  the 
IVashington  Seminary  at  Cape  Girardeau,  and 
afterwards  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Glenn,  of 
Perry  County,  a widely-known  physician,  of  that 
period.  In  1858-59  he  took  his  tirst  course  at  the 
St.  Louis  Medical  College,  and  afteiwvards  took  a 
! graduating  course  at  the  Kentucky  School  of  Med- 
icine at  Louisville,  in  1860-61.  graduating  in  the 
spring  of  1861.  He  then  returned  to  Perry  County, 
and  practiced  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  th<' 
Federal  army,  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
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He  first  entered  as  a lieutenant,  but  was  aftei-wards 
transfei’red  to  the  regiment  hospital  of  which  he 
had  full  charge,  and  was  promoted  to  surgeon- 
general.  The  Doctor  then  located  at  Piuckney- 
ville.  111.,  in  1866-67,  and  was  appointed  pension 
examiner  by  Gen.  Grant.  He  held  the  office  for  two 
years,  and  then  resigned,  but  continued  his  prac- 
tice at  that  place  up  to  the  year  1875.  In  1878  he 
moved  to  Arkansas,  and  located  at  the  place  upon 
which  he  now  resides,  and  practiced  for  a number 
of  years.  He  finally  gave  up  his  profession,  and 
bought  a section  of  land,  wuth  some  slight  improve- 
ments on  it  and  commenced  farming,  and  he  now 
owns  about  450  acres  of  land,  with  about  240  acres 
cleared.  The  Doctor  also  built  a cotton-gin  in 
1883,  which  was  at  first  worked  by  horse-power, 
but  is  now  run  by  steam,  and  gins  a large  portion 
of  the  cotton  in  that  vicinity.  In  1850  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Ellen  Burgee,  in  Perry  County, 
a daughter  of  Judge  Burgee,  of  that  place,  but  lost 
his  wife  in  1866.  He  has  one  daughter  by  this 
wife,  and  two  sons  and  one  daughter  by  his  second 
wife,  who  was  Mrs.  Mary  Steel,  a widow  lady  of 
Illinois.  Their  names  are  Martha,  wife  of  John 
Mosley;  John,  Ellen,  wife  of  H.  R.  Childers,  and 
Thomas.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  himself  is  a Master 
Mason.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  was  elected  justice 
of  Marion  Township,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  was  re-elected  in  ISSS,  and  is  at  present  fill- 
ing that  office  with  dignity  and  wisdom. 

John  Holmes  (deceased),  one  of  the  former  citi- 
zens of  Walnut  Ridge,  was  born  in  Coshocton, 
Ohio,  April  18,  1858.  His  parents  were  A.  Jack- 
son  and  Mary  (McDaniel)  Holmes,  of  the  same 
State,  who  died  when  their  sou  was  very  young. 
Mr.  Holmes  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Coshocton, 
Ohio,  by  his  uncle,  Felix  Butler,  and  on  reaching  his 
twentieth  year,  he  left  him  and  settled  at  a point 
near  St.  IMary’s,  Kas. , where  he  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  He  followed  this  for  two  years, 
and  then  worked  on  a farm  for  one  year.  In  the 
spring  of  1884  he  came  to  Walnut  Ridge,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  his  death  occurred,  in 
1888,  aged  thirty  years.  Mr.  Holmes  wms  not  a 
member  of  any  society.  He  was  a Repiiblican  in 


politics,  and  served  one  term  as  marshal  of  Wal- 
nut Ridge,  gaining  the  reputation  of  being  an  effi- 
cient officer.  He  was  married  January  1,  1881, 
to  Miss  Maggie  Yan  Syckle  of  New  Jersey,  whose 
' parents,  A.  Jackson  and  Catherine  (Hibler)  Yan 
Syckle,  were  natives  of  the  same  State.  Four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes,  three  of 
them  living:  Ada,  Bertha  and  Otto.  Mrs.  Holmes 
was  appointed  postmistress  of  Walnut  Ridge,  on 
May  16,  1889,  succeeding  Capt.  James  C.  Can- 
non, on  June  9,  1889,  and  fulfills  the  duties  of 
her  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  Lawrence  County’s 
; citizens. 

Henry  T.  Holt,  one  of  Lawrence  County's  lead- 
ing farmers,  and  a blacksmith  whose  reputation 
extends  to  all  parts  of  that  county,  was  born  in 
1844,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  His  parents  were 
Henry  and  Patsy  (Logan)  Holt,  of  Kentucky,  who 
came  to  this  State  and  settled  near  the  5Iissouri 
line,  in  1830.  The  following  year  they  moved  to 
Carroll  County,  Ark.,  where  the  father  is  still  li^- 
I ing,  in  his  seventieth  year.  Mr.  Holt’s  parents 
I had  eight  children,  and  seven  of  them  are  yet  liv- 
ing, Henry  T.  being  the  fourth  child  born.  He 
was  reared  in  Carroll  County,  and  lived  thereuntil 
better  opportunities  seemed  to  present  themselves 
in  Lawrence  County,  to  which  locality  he  moved. 
In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
was  one  of  Gen.  Price’s  raiders  through  Missouri. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry,  and 
' while  with  that  company  was  engaged  in  several 
sharp  skirmishes.  Before  raiding  througli  Mis- 
souri he  took  part  in  an  engagement  in  this  county, 
and  played  an  active  part.  His  surrender  was 
made  at  Buffalo,  in  Newton  County,  in  1865.  He 
returned  home  in  1866,  and  came  to  this  county, 
where  he  located  on  Cooper’s  Creek.  He  lived 
there  five  years,  and  then  imrehased  his  present 
home,  near  Smithville,  and  has  been  there  ever 
since.  He  was  married  to  IMrs.  C.  Campbell.  )iee 
Sloan,  of  Tennessee,  and  the  couple  are  happy  in 
the  possession  of  three  bright  children:  Lnra. 

Amelia,  and  Clo.  Thomas.  Mr.  Holt  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  from  his  father,  when  a boy, 
and  has  followed  it  up  to  within  the  last  few 
j years.  He  is  the  largest  stock  dealer  in  Smith- 
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ville  Township,  and  also  has  100  acres  of  land 
under  cultivation,  besides  some  good  farms.  In 
politics,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  one  of  Lawrence 
County’s  leading  citizens. 

Dr.  William  H.  James,  of  the  firm  of  James  & 
Wayland,  merchants  and  lumber  dealers,  was  born 
in  Gibson  County,  Tenn. , in  1844.  He  is  the  son 
of  John  W.  James,  of  Virginia,  who  was  born  in 
1819,  and  came  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  in  his 
young  days,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Nashville  Medical  Collegre,  beincr  in  his  after  career 
a successful  physician.  He  was  also  a minister  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  denomination  he  died 
a member  in  1863.  The  mother,  Lucinda  D.  (Mc- 
Whirter)  James,  was  born  January  4,  1817,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  1860.  They 
were  the  parents  of  tive  children,  three  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity,  but  only  one.  Dr.  William  H. 
James,  is  living  at  present.  Dr.  James  came  to  Ar- 
kansas with  his  parents  in  1858,  where  he  remained 
until  the  war  commenced.  He  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
federate army  in  1861,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  hostilities,  when  he  surrendered  at  Jackson, 
Miss.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Bentonville,  N.  C.,  while  making  a charge  upon 
the  enemy,  and  slightly  wounded  at  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.  When  the  war  was  over  he  returned  home, 
and  was  engaged  to  oversee  a plantation  near  Mem- 
phis, and  afterward  accepted  a position  in  a milt 
near  that  place.  He  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  Boardman.  of  the  Missouri 
Medical  College,  St.  Louis,  and  entered  that  col- 
lege in  1866.  He  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  com- 
menced practicing  at  Smithville,  and  from  there 
came  to  Powhatan  in  1869.  He  now  resides  on 
Flat  Creek,  between  Smithville  and  Powhatan,  and 
enjoys  a large  practice.  The  Doctor  was  first  mar 
ried,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Temperance  A.  Wesson,  of 
Virginia,  who  died  August  1,  1884,  leaving  live 
children  to  survive  her— Ada  L.,  Ella  L. , Ida  L., 
Ora  L.,  and  Ula  L.,  of  whom  the  first  letter  in 
each  name  makes  the  five  vowels.  His  second  wife 
was  Miss  Virginia  Brady,  of  this  county,  who  is 
still  living,  and  by  whom  he  has  had  three  chil- 
dren—Willie  V.  (a  girl),  Yancey  V.  (a  boy),  and 
Edward,  all  of  them  living.  The  Doctor  and  his 


wife  are  members  of  the  ^Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  the  Doctor  himself  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  in 
which  he  is  a Chapter  member.  He  entered  into 
mercantile  life  in  1879,  and  one  year  later  formed 
a partnership  with  F.  M.  Wayland,  now  the  man- 
ager of  the  firm.  Dr.  James  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  men  in  Lawrence  County.  He  owns  a 
large  farm,  well  under  cultivation,  besides  several 
large  tracts  of  timber  land,  and  is  engaged  in  saw- 
milling to  some  extent.  He  is  very  popular,  both 
on  account  of  his  business  and  personal  qualifica- 
tions, and  is  a man  of  fine  physique. 

Wiley  C.  Jones  is  a native  of  Alabama,  and 
was  born  in  Jackson  County,  in  1824.  His  parents 
both  came  originally  from  Georgia,  and  settled  in 
Alabama,  where  they  were  married,  and  in  1829 
or  1830  moved  to  the  State  of  Tennessee.  In  1834 
they  settled  in  Illinois,  locating  in  the  southern 
portion  of  that  State,  and  remaining  six  years,  and 
in  1840,  the  prospects  of  a brighter  future  present- 
ing itself  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  they  turned 
their  attention  in  that  direction  and  settled  on  Big 
Creek,  now  situated  in  Sharp  County.  Farming 
and  milling  were  their  occupations  until  1856,  when 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  after 
a busy  and  useful  life.  Four  children  w'ere  born 
to  the  parents,  Mr.  Jones  being  the  second  child. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county,  and  com- 
menced in  business  for  himself  in  Sharp  County, 
in  1847,  and  afterward  in  Lawrence  County.  He 
followed  the  business  of  his  father  until  the  first 
alarm  of  war  penetrated  into  his  home,  and.  leaving 
the  old  mill  and  its  boyhood  memories  behind, 
rushed  to  the  front  like  a crallant  soldier  to  tight 
for  his  country.  He  was  enrolled  in  Coleman's 
regiment,  and  after  two  months’  hot  work,  was 
captured  in  Sharp  County,  and  conveyed  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  was  forced  to  lay  six  weeks  in 
captivity.  From  St.  Louis  he  was  taken  to  Alton, 
where  he  was  held  a jrrisouer  for  three  months, 
and  thence  to  IMemphis,  Tenn.,  from  which  place 
he  dcuringly  made  his  escape  by  swimming  the 
river,  with  the  bullets  of  his  captors  singing  about 
his  ears.  He  returned  to  his  la'giment.  then  at 
Pocahontas,  Randolph  County,  and  obtained  his 
release.  He  remained  at  home  for  a short  time. 
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but  inactivity  was  the  bane  of  his  existence,  and, 
in  the  fall  of  1862,  he  joined  Capt.  Dye’s  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  re-organized,  and  was  then 
called  Newton’s  regiment.  One  year  later  he  was 
sent  home  on  a recruiting  expedition,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  organizing  what  was  known  as  Baber’s 
regiment,  in  honor  of  Col.  Baber,  and  remained 
with  them  until  the  surrender  at  Jacksonport, 
June  22,  1865.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  his  business  of  farming 
and  milling,  and  has  devoted  a portion  of  his  time 
to  cotton-ginning.  He  has  various  interests  in 
Lawrence  County,  and  is  one  of  the  influential 
men  of  his  section.  He  was  married,  in  1848,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Lingo,  one  of  the  former  belles  of 
Arkansas,  and  their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  who  brightened  their  home  un- 
til death  claimed  them.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  Jones  met  Miss  Sarah  Endsley,  an 
attractive  lady  of  Tennessee,  and  after  a brief 
struggle  love  was  once  more  the  victor  over  grief, 
and  they  were  united  in  1853.  They  have  had 
seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  deceased.  Mr. 
Jones  was  fated  to  lose  his  second  wife,  and  re- 
mained a widower  until  January  11,  1884,  when  he 
succumbed  to  the  charms  of  Miss  Sarah  Snider,  his 
present  wife.  He  is  a member  of  A.  F.  & A.  M. , 
and  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Canton  in  this 
county  before  the  war,  and  has  also  held  several 
local  offices. 

William  Jones,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a well- 
known  farmer  and  merchant,  was  born  in  William- 
son County,  111.,  November  29,  1849.  He  is  a son 
of  L.  A.  Jones,  of  Indiana,  who  moved  to  Illinois 
in  1841,  and  was  married  in  that  State  to  Miss 
Ridley  J.  Moore,  of  Tennessee.  After  their  mar- 
riage the  couple  made  Williamson  County,  111., 
their  home,  where  the  elder  Jones  still  resides  at 
a very  advanced  age.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Ridley 
J.  Jones  died  in  March,  1862.  William  Jones  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  his  sixteenth  year, 
and  with  a strong  reliance  on  his  own  abilities  he 
commenced  in  life  for  himself.  He  came  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas  in  1867,  and  located  at  Clover 
Bend,  in  Lawrence  County,  where  he  farmed  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  moved  to  his  present 


1 residence.  When  he  first  purchased  the  land  it 
was  all  new  and  unimproved,  but  since  then  he  has 
cleared  about  fifty  acres,  built  some  very  fair 
' houses  upon  it,  and  cultivated  a small  but  well-se- 
lected orchard.  He  also  built  a store  in  1888,  and 
put  in  a good  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  l>y 
his  upright  and  honest  methods  of  doing  business 
has  established  a fine  trade.  He  was  married  in 
the  spring  of  1868  to  Miss  Mary  Stephens,  of 
Tennessee,  and  has  three  children  living  by  this 
marriage,  Nettie  Jane,  Charley  A.  and  Arthur  W. 
Allie  D.  and  Willie  A.  died  in  early  childhood. 
Mr.  Jones  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
fall  of  1884,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  and 
one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  Lawrence 
County. 

Hon.  Joseph  B.  Judkins,  a name  well  known 
and  respected  throughout  Lawrence  County,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  De  Kalb  County,  on  IMarch  1, 
1837.  He  is  a son  of  Hon.  William  H.  and  Sarah 
(Roberts)  Judkins,  natives  of  Virginia,  where  the 
elder  Judkins  was  a farmer  of  considerable  magni- 
tude. The  father  first  moved  to  North  Carolina, 
and  fi’om  there  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
about  the  year  1850  he  settled  in  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.,  where  his  son,  Joseph  B. , now  re- 
sides. He  was  elected  to  the  State  senate  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  was  a member  of  that  body  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1854,  and  previous  to  that 
event  had  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twelve  years.  Joseph  B.  Judkins  came  to  Ar- 
kansas with  his  father  when  fourteen  years  of  age. 
and  remained  with  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  then  lived  with  his  mother  until  he  had  attained 
his  manhood,  and  l)Ought  the  land  upon  which  he 
now  resides.  When  he  first  came  upon  it  the  land 
was  entirely  new,  and  he  immediately  set  to  work 
clearing  and  building  upon  it,  so  that  now  he  has 
some  150  acres  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  own- 
ing altogether  about  520  acres.  ^Ir.  Judkins  al-o 
owns  two  fine  orchards  of  apples  and  peaches,  upon 
which  he  has  spent  a large  amount  of  time  and  care 
to  bring  to  a state  of  perfection,  and  thus  far  his 
labor  has  been  rewarded.  In  1S')2  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  service,  becoming  a meml)er  of 
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the  Twenty-tifth  Arkansas  Infantry,  and  gave  val- 
uable and  efficient  aid  to  the  cause  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  at  the  battles  of  Richmond, 
Ky. , Stone  River  and  Chickamauga,  and  was  also 
present  at  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Atlanta.  Al- 
toc^ether  he  was  enffafred  in  about  twentv-tive  bat- 
ties,  besides  several  minor  skirmishes.  On  his  first 
entrance  into  the  army  he  held  the  rank  of  orderly 
sercroant,  but  bv  his  braverv  he  soon  won  the  ranks 
of  lieutenant  and  captain,  respectively.  He  com- 
manded the  regiment  as  senior  captain  in  thirteen 
engagements,  and  was  twice  wounded,  each  time 
while  gallantly  leading  his  men  before  a superior 
force.  After  the  war  was  over,  and  his  surrender 
at  Jacksonport,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  farm, 
and  on  July  8,  1856,  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
A.  Phillips,  a daughter  of  Alfred  and  Ann  Phillips; 
she  had  captured  the  gallant  soldier’s  heart,  and 
found  for  him  a haven  of  peace  after  his  stormy 
career  through  the  war.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  this  happy  union:  Alfred  L.,  William  H. , 

Josie  W.  (wife  of  George  A.  Dungan),  all  of  them 
married,  and  Charles  F.,  Augustus  H.  G.,  Horace 
H.  and  David  W.,  single.  Mr.  Judkins  is  an  Odd 
Fellow,  and  in  politics  is  a strong  believer  of 
Democratic  principles,  supporting  his  party  on 
every  occasion  where  his  valuable  aid  was  needed. 
He  was  elected  sheriff  of  his  county  in  1869,  and 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  re-elected 
and  served  four  consecutive  years.  Two  years 
succeeding  he  was  elected  and  served  as  assessor, 
and  then  represented  his  county  in  the  legislature. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  to  the  State  senate,  and 
after  serving  in  that  body  four  years,  was  re-elected 
as  a member  of  the  Arkansas  legislature,  and  for 
ten  years  comprised  one  of  that  body.  He  retired 
from  political  life  in  1886,  but  still  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  his  county.  His  record  in 
the  political  field  is  one  of  brilliancy  and  honor, 
and  few  men  have  ever  served  the  interests  of  their 
party  to  a bettter  advantage  than  did  i\Ir.  Judkins. 

John  W.  Kelley  is  the  son  of  Marvel  and  Sally 
Kelley,  of  Georgia,  in  which  State  he  was  born  in 
the  year  of  1880.  He  is  the  youngest  of  eight 
children,  and  lost  his  father  when  only  two  years 
old.  His  mother  was  afterward  married  to  Ed. 


Kitchens,  and  removed  to  vVrkansas  in  1857,  locat- 
i ing  in  Newton  County.  They  remained  there 
several  years  and  then  settled  in  Texas,  where 
they  lived  until  the  time  of  their  decease.  Mr. 
Kelley  reached  his  manhood  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, having  gone  there  when  quite  young.  At 
twenty- three  years  of  age  he  went  to  Dent  County, 
Mo.,  and  finding  the  locality  satisfactory,  remained 
there  until  1854,  when  he  returned  to  Alabama, 
and  lived  there  three  years.  He  then  moved  back 
to  Dent  County,  Mo.,  and  in  1863,  when  the  first 
alarm  of  war  was  sounded,  he  joined  Col.  Mitchell’s 
regiment  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  served  un- 
til the  fall  of  1864.  They  were  disbanded  when 
near  the  Indian  Nation  on  account  of  the  ravages 
of  small -pox  in  that  territory.  He  fell  a victim  to 
this  dread  disease,  and  remained  in  Ozark  County, 
Ark.,  until  his  recovery.  In  the  spring  of  1865, 
he  came  to  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  and  settled  at 
a point  near  Powhatan,  where  he  remained  six 
years.  From  there  he  moved  to  his  present  home 
and  commenced  farming  and  improving  the  land. 
Mr.  Kelley  wms  first  married  to  a young  lady  of 
Alabama,  Miss  Nancy  Lawson,  who  died  in  1866. 
By  this  marriage  he  had  seven  children  (four  of 
them  dying  since):  Rebecca  J.,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Hederick;  Marvel  Jackson,  and  Mary  Ann,  the  wife 
of  James  C.  Smith — living;  and  those  who  have 
died  are:  Sarah,  who  was  the  wife  of  William 
McLaughlin,  leaving  three  children,  and  Nancy, 
William  and  Cassandra,  the  latter  dying  in  child- 
hood from  the  small-pox.  Mr.  Kelley  was  married 
the  second  time  to  Mrs.  Mary  Woodson,  nee  Law- 
son,  a sister  of  his  first  wife.  They  had  one  child 
by  this  union,  Andrew,  who  died  August  22,  1887. 
This  lady  died  in  1882,  and  Mr.  Kelley’s  third 
wife  was  Mrs.  Cynthia  Cravens,  nee  Johnson.  He 
has  had  one  child  by  this  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kelley  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  They  have  three  children  by  her 
first  husband,  whose  names  are  Maggie  Cravens. 
Thomas  G.  and  Martha  E.  Their  father  died  in 
March,  1882.  Mr.  Kelley’s  son,  Marvel  Jackson, 
is  married  and  teaching  school  near  the  home  of 
his  father. 

Jarrett  W.  Kendall,  a widely  known  farmer  of 
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Strawberry  Township,  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
Tenn. , in  1834.  He  is  a sou  of  Je{)htlia  A.  and 
Elizabeth  J.  (Harvey)  Kendall,  of  Tennessee, 
whose  parents  settled  in  Tennessee  in  the  year 
1800.  Mr.  Kendall’s  grandfather  fought  in  the 
ar  of  1812,  and  was  also  a soldier  in  the  old  Rev- 
olutionary Mar.  He  lived  to  a very  ailvanced  age, 
as  did  also  his  wife,  Rachel,  who  was  one  hundred 
and  twelve  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
They  w'ere  the  parents  of  a very  large  family,  the 
father  of  J.  \V.  Kendall  being  their  youngest  child, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1800,  where  he 
grew  to  maturity  and  married.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  J.  W.  Kendall,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
in  the  year  1812,  and  both  parents  w'ere  of  English 
descent.  They  remained  in  Tennessee  until  the 
death  of  the  father,  in  1838,  wKen  the  mother  came 
west  and  located  in  Independence  County,  Ark., 
where  they  lived  until  1805,  when  they  removed 
to  a point  in  Jackson  County,  near  Jacksonport. 
Ill  1869  they  came  to  this  county,  where  Mr.  J.  W. 
Kendall  has  since  lived.  He  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Gibb’s  company.  First  Arkansas  Regiment,  and 
served  four  years.  During  that  time  he  fought  at 
Wilson’s  Creek,  and  Elkhorn,  Mo.,  also  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Corinth,  Miss.  He  took  part  in  several  small 
engagements,  but  the  next  battles  of  note  in  w’hich 
he  was  j>resent  wt?re  at  Murfreesboro  (Tenn.)  and 
Chickamauga  (Ga.),  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his 
famous  march  to  the  sea.  Some  of  his  hottest 
lighting  was  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  and  at  Nashville, 
where  he  was  disabled  by  a ball  through  the  left 
hip,  and  was  also  shot  through  the  bowels  and  kid- 
neys. He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Franklin, 
where  he  was  captured,  and  taken  to  Nashville. 
He  was  held  in  the  hospital  for  thirty  days,  and 
taken  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was  kept  a 
prisoner  until  his  exchange,  just  before  the  war 
was  ended.  He  then  went  to  Rock  Hill,  N.  C., 
where  he  was  taken  care  of  by  a citizen  of  the 
town  until  the  surrender,  when  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  his  farm  work.  Mr.  Kendall  must 
certainly  have  received  as  many  wounds  as  any 
survivor  of  the  war.  For  two  years  afterward  he 
could  pick  small  pieces  of  bone  out  of  his  body, 
especially  in  his  back,  whore  he  was  struck  by  a 


I bursting  shell  at  Murfreesboro;  and  at  Dock  Hill, 
Mo.,  his  legs  were  riddled  with  small  shot.  His 
war  record  is  an  honoraljle  one,  and  the  country  ; 
he  served  certainly  ha<l  no  braver  man.  One  of 
the  saddest  episodes  of  his  career  was  during  the 
battle  at  Franklin,  Tenn.  He  saw  his  brother 
John  shot  down  before  his  eyes,  but  was  unal)le  to 
reach  him  unlil  the  smoke  and  thunder  of  that 
terrible  slaughter  had  cleared  away,  and  left  the 
battlefield  to  the  dead.  He  returned  at  the  earli- 
est opportunity,  and  found  him  lying  among  the 
slain,  and,  far  away  from  home  and  kindred,  he 
buried  him  in  a secluded  spot  near  where  he  fell, 
with  the  vast  held  of  battle  as  a monument  to  his 
bravery.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Kendall 
was  left  without  a cent  in  the  world,  but  by  exert-  j 
ing  himself  he  received  830  from  the  A.  F.  A:  A.  1 
M. , with  which  to  make  a new  start  in  life.  He 
now  owns  446  acres  of  land,  and  has  150  under 
cultivation,  with  a substantial  building  upon  it. 

He  was  hrst  married,  in  1S66,  to  Miss  Mary  G. 
Box,  of  Tennessee,  who  died  in  1880,  leaving  two 
children:  Felix  Susan  and  George  A.,  the  latter 
dying  in  December,  1888.  His  second  wife  was 
Miss  Harriet  I.  Reed,  of  Arkansas,  who  has  borne 
him  two  children:  John  W.  and  Milllam  S.  Mr.  ' 
and  Mrs.  Kendall  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church;  the  former  also  of  the  A.  F.  A A. 

M.,  in  which  he  is  Past  Master.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  and  is  a Democrat,  having  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace.  ' 

Daniel  Ketner,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is  a sou 
of  David  Ketner,  of  North  Carolina,  whose  father 
was  one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  David  i 
Ketner  married  Miss  Mary  Izehom,  their  sou,  Dan- 
iel, being  born  November  25,  1825.  The  latter  i 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1849 
moved  west,  and  settled  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

He  labored  on  a farm  in  Union  County  for  eight- 
een mouths,  and  then,  thinking  the  prospects 
brighter  for  him  in  Tennessee,  he  moved  to  that 
State,  where  he  was  shortly  afterwuird  married  to 
M iss  Catherine  Bour,  of  North  Carolina.,  After 
his  marriage,  he  settled  on  a fann  in  Weakley 
County,  Tenn.,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
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and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  moved  to  Union 
County,  111.,  residing  there  until  the  fall  of  1858. 
He  then  came  to  Arkansas  and  bought  eighty  acres 
of  new  land,  which  he  cleared  and  put  under  cul- 
tivation, and,  meeting  with  success  in  his  new 
home,  he  bought  more  laud  on  dilferent  occasions, 
until,  at  the  present  time,  he  owns  considerable. 
His  home  place  consists  of  100  acres,  with  about 
eighty  acres  cleared  and  a comfortable  house  upon 
it;  an  adjoining  farm  of  eighty  acres,  with  fifty- 
five  acres  cleared;  one  of  160  acres,  with  about  thir- 
ty-five acres  cleared,  and  another  of  seventy-three 
acres,  with  thirty- five  acres  ready  for  cultivation. 
Mr.  Ketner  can  feel  proud  of  his  possessions,  as 
he  has  made  it  all  by  his  own  exertions  and  good 
management  since  the  war.  He  is  one  of  Law- 
rence County’s  representative  farmers,  and  a man 
much  thought  of  and  respected  in  his  community. 
In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
served  until  the  final  surrender,  when  he  was  pa- 
roled at  Shreveimrt,  La.,  in  June,  1865.  His 
record  through  the  war  is  one  of  the  best,  and  he 
was  always  in  the  thick  of  battle  at  Pilot  Knob, 
Pine  Bluff,  Little  Rock,  Independence  and  Price’s 
raids  through  Missouri.  Mr.  Ketner  returned  to 
his  home  after  the  war  had  ended,  and  was  there 
married  to  his  present  wife,  a widow  lady,  of 
Tennessee,  formerly  Mrs.  IMary  Lawson.  He  is 
the  father  of  seven  childi-en  by  his  first  marriage: 
George  H. , J.  Daniel,  Mahala,  wife  of  Clay  Hol- 
den; Jesse  A.,  Jane,  wife  of  George  Caspar;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  James  Nunley;  Amanda,  wife  of 
Elihu  Davis;  and  there  is  also  one  child  by  the  last 
marriage,  Nettie,  a miss  of  five  years.  Mr.  Ket- 
ner is  a member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  also  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  while 
Mrs.  Ketner  attends  the  Baptist  Church. 

Henry  L.  Lady,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Irene  (Fried)  Lady,  of  Tennes- 
see and  Germany,  respectively.  After  their  mar- 
riage the  parents  moved  to  Lyon  County,  Ky., 
where  their  son,  Henry  L.,  was  born,  December 
26,  1848.  The  elder  Lady  has  resided  in  that 
county  ever  since,  with  his  wife,  both  having 
reached  an  advanced  age,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  that  section.  He  held  the  office 


of  coroner  for  sixteen  consecutive  years,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  is  still  a vigorous,  active  old  gen- 
tleman. Henry  L.  Lady  remained  with  his  par 
ents  until  he  had  reached  his  twenty-fourth  year, 
havintr,  in  the  meantime,  all  the  advantages  of  a 
good  common  school  education,  and  also  attending 
the  Eddyville  Academy.  Ho  left  his  native  place 
in  1874,  and  came  to  Arkansas,  wdiere  ho  remained 
the  first  year  with  an  uncle,  and  then  located  on 
the  place  upon  w'hich  he  now  resides.  On  March 
20,  1876,  he  was  married  in  Lawrence  County  to 
Miss  Alice  A.  Cunningham,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
settled  on  a farm  with  his  bride,  who  died  on  No- 
vember 23,  1870.  He  was  married  a second  time, 
his  next  wife  being  Miss  Emeline  Kenion,  of  Law- 
rence County,  who  owned  the  place  upon  which 
5Ir.  Lady  resided  on  his  arrival  with  the  first  wife. 
They  have  100  acres  of  fine  land  under  cultivation, 
and  since  his  arrival,  Mr.  Lady  has  greatly  im- 
proved and  built  up  the  place.  . He  also  has  200 
acres  of  other  land  under  cultivatiofi  and  six  tene- 
ment houses,  besides  his  own  residence.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lady  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
adopted  two  orphans,  one  of  them  thirteen  years 
of  age  and  the  other  three  years,  and  are  giving 
them  a comfortable  home  and  all  the'  advantages 
that  can  be  had.  They  are  generous,  kind-hearted 
people,  and  much  respected  by  their  neighbors. 
Mr.  Lady  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
and  also  an  active  man  in  all  enterprises  w'orking 
for  the  welfare  of  his  community. 

Isaac  Less,  of  Walnut  Ridge,  farmer  and  real 
estate  dealer,  was  born  in  Germany  in  the  year 
184U.  He  was  thoroughly  instructed  in  mercan- 
tile branches  in  early  life,  and  when  in  his  seven- 
teenth year,  he  left  his  native  country  for  America, 
where  he  entered  into  partnership  with  5Iarcus 
Berger  (now'  of  Jonesboro),  at  Greenville,  111.  In 
1875  he  came  to  Walnut  Ridge  with  Mr.  Berger, 
and  established  a general  store  under  the  firm 
name  of  Berger  & Less,  at  a time  when  that  town 
had  a population  of  about  200.  They  continued 
under  that  name  until  1880,  w'hen  the  stock  and 
trade  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Less,  who  remaineil 
in  the  business  for  eight  years,  when  fir^e  burned 
him  out;  fortunately,  however,  it  was  covm-ed  bv  a 
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fair  amount  of  insurance.  He  owns  between  9,000 
and  10,000  acres  of  land,  and  is  quite  an  extensive 
dealer  in  that  commodity,  and  out  of  this  amount 
has  about  1,200  acres  under  cultivation.  Mr. 
Less  was  married,  in  IbSO,  to  Miss  Augusta  Isaacs, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  four  children  have  been 
born  to  them.  For  natural  ability,  fair  dealing  in 
all  commercial  transactions  and  activity  in  business 
life,  Mr.  Less  takes  rank  with  the  foremost.  He  ! 
is  one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county,  and  has  acquired  it  all  by  his  own  ■ 
labor.  The  names  of  his  children  are  Mary.  Alex- 
ander, Morris  and  Jacob. 

Philip  K.  Lester  (deceased)  was  a resident  of 
Greene  and  Lawrence  Counties  for  a period  of 
fifty  years  or  more.  He  was  a native  of  Middle 
Tennessee,  born  in  the  year  1819.  His  parents  ^ 
were  John  and  Nancy  (King)  Lester,  the  former  a 
Virginian  and  a farmer  by  occupation,  who  came 
to  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  1831  or  thereabouts. 
The  elder  Lester  was  one  of  a party  who  camped 
on  Maumelle  Prairie,  Mo.,  the  nicjht  of  a great 
celestial  phenomenon,  when  multitudes  of  stars 
were  seen  to  fall  from  the  heavens;  a sight  so  grand 
and  inspiring  that  he  had  occasion  to  remember  it 
for  a lifetime.  He  settled  on  Crowley’s  Ilidge 
(now  the  site  of  Lorano,  in  Greene  County),  where 
P.  K.  Lester  w'as  reared.  When  the  latter  reached 
his  eighteenth  year  he  attended  school,  and  em- 
ployed the  greater  part  of  his  nights  in  studying. 
He  was  an  apt  pupil  and  a diligent  student,  and 
mastered  his  task  whth  such  success  that  eventually 
he  taught  school  himself.  While  still  a voung 
man,  he  went  into  the  real  estate  business  and  fol- 
lowed that  until  the  war  broke  out.  He  enlisted, 
but  served  only  six  weeks,  and  in  the  winter  of  180 1 , 
he  came  to  Lawrence  County,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  occurred.  He  bought  and  sold 
stock  quite  extensively  after  the  war  was  over,  and 
was  very  successful  in  business,  owning  at  the  time 
of  his  death  about  7,000  acres  of  land.  He  was  a 
hearty,  active  man,  but  was  stricken  down  with 
imeumonia  and  died  January  28,  1877,  at  the  age 
of  hfty-eight  years.  His  grave  is  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm,  wht're  it  was  his  desire  to  be  buried. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Fipiscopal 


Church,  and  also  of  the  Powhatan  Lodge  of  Masons. 

In  1855  he  was  married  to  IMiss  IMary  Ann  Kogers, 
of  Shelby  County,  Tenn. , whose  j)arents  were 
Magilbra  and  Nancy  (Staton)  Rogers,  of  North 
Carolina,  who  had,  besides  this  daughter,  six  other 
children,  three  of  them  still  living:  JohnM. , Nancy 
V.,  the  wife  of  P.  B.  Hill,  and  Robert  L. , of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  Mrs.  Lester  resides  with  one  of  her 
daughters,  and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Ejjis.- 
copal  Church.  j 

Col.  John  A.  Lindsay,  farmer  and  stock  raiser 
is  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in  what  is 
now  Carroll  County,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1820. 

His  parents  w'ere  Gen.  Jesse  Lindsay  and  Priscilla 
(Ficklin)  Lindsay,  of  Kentucky,  who  lived  in  that 
State,  and  w’ere  married  there  in  its  eai’lier  days.  ; 
They  settled  in  Carroll  County  as  soon  as  the  In-  | 
dians  were  moved  from  that  section,  and  com- 
menced farming  and  stock  raising.  The  elder 
Lindsay  served  through  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  i 
afterward  militia  general  for  a large  district  in  ' 
Kentucky.  He  also  tilled  the  office  of  sheriff  of 
both  Gallatin  and  Carroll  Counties,  and  at  one  ; 
time  was  elected  magistrate:  and  by  virtue  of  be- 
ing the  oldest  magistrate  in  the  county,  held  the 
first  term  as  sheriff,  in  accordance  with  the  law's  I 
of  the  State.  Gen.  Lindsay,  in  his  day,  was  one 
of  the  best-known  men  in  that  locality,  and  as  an  ■ 
official  was  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

As  sheriff,  he  was  held  in  the  highest  respect  by 
the  entire  district  he  covered,  and  his  name  was  a 
check  of  the  strongest  kind  on  the  law- breakers  of 
that  community;  as  a magistrate,  his  fame  was 
widespread.  He  died  March  6,  1875,  greatly 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  Col.  John  A.  j 
Lindsay  remained  in  Carroll  County  until  ho  had 
attained  his  eighteentli  year,  and  then  moved  to 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  in  1838,  locating  in  Law'- 
rence  County.  As  Wa.shington  was  called  the 
father  of  his  country,  so  might  Col.  Lindsay  be 
called  the  father  of  I’ow'hatan,  as  he  laid  out  that 
town,  and  established  the  ferry  across  Black  River. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Lawrence  County  he  cleared 
the  land,  and  commenced  farming  where  Powhatan 
now  stands,  and  at  one  time  owned  some  lO.Ct'O 
acres  of  land  in  this  county.  He  now  possesses 
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about  2,000  acres,  and  six  valuable  farms,  and  is  i 
one  of  the  -wealthy  men  of  Ashland  Township.  In 
1861  the  Colonel  received  the  captain's  commission 
of  an  indeijendent  company,  who  were  armed, 
mounted  and  equipped  at  their  own  ex])ense,  and  : 
requested  to  report  to  the  nearest  command  for 
! home  protection  on  special  duty.  This  company 
afterward  entered  the  Confederate  army,  and  per-  I 
formed  good  service  for  the  Southern  cause,  their  ' 
captain  being  promoted  to  colonel.  In  1864  he  , 
joined  Gen.  Price,  but  more  in  the  capacity  of  ' 
guide  than  for  actual  battle,  as  he  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  country  in  which  they  were 
traveling.  The  war  was  an  occasion  of  heavy 
losses  to  Mr.  Lindsay,  on  account  of  his  having 
credited  an  immense  amount  of  goods  previous  to  [ 
its  advent,  and  then  not  being  able  to  collect.  He  | 
was  married  at  Powhatan,  in  1840,  to  Miss  Martha 
A.  Ficklin,  of  Missouri,  a daughter  of  Asa  P.  ' 
Ficklin,  who  died  in  1878,  after  a faithful  and 
happy  married  life  of  almost  forty  years.  One  I 
son  was  born  to  them,  who  lived  until  his  thirty-  ; 
seventh  year,  and  died  in  1879,  Asa  T.  Lindsay,  i 
The  Colonel  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order,  - 
being  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  Knight  Templar, 
belonging  to  Powhatan  Lodge  No.  72,  besides  being  : 
a member  of  Hugh  DePayne  Commandery,  at  Little 
Rock.  ; 

James  M.  McCall,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and 
a popular  resident  of  Duty  Township,  was  born  in 
Weakley  County,  Tenn. , March.  29,  1839.  He  is 
a son  of  Robert  J.  and  Eliza  McCall,  who  were 
the  parents  of  live  children,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  ' 
One  of  the  brothers  was  killed  in  the  last  war,  and  , 
another  met  his  death  in  a runaway  team,  while 
the  remaining  three  are  still  living:  James  i\l., 

John  M. , and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  F.  Gillespie.  The 
family  moved  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  ISoO,  and 
settled  at  a point  in  Lawrence  County,  near  Wal- 
nut Ridge.  They  remained  here  one  year,  and 
then  located  on  a farm  near  Portia,  where  the 
father  died,  in  1861  or  1862,  and  the  nuJher  sev-  I 
eral  years  later.  The  elder  McCall,  up  to  the  time  | 
of  his  death,  had  been  a veteran  of  the  IMexicaii 
War,  and  had  done  good  service  for  his  country 
during  th(>  campaign  in  IMexico.  Ho  was  married 


a second  time,  and  James  M.  is  the  oldest  sou  liv-  ' 
ing  by  that  marriage.  James  IM.  IMcCall  came  to 
Arkansas  with  his  parents  when  in  his  twelfth 
year,  and  remained  with  them  until  he  came  of 
age.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  at  the  ' 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  was  a member  of 
Col.  Baber’s  regiment,  in  which  he  was  one  of  its 
most  gallant  fighters  in  the  numerous  battles  par- 
tici])ated  in  by  that  regiment.  On  December  2o, 
1863,  he  was  captured  in  Ripley  County,  Mo.,  and 
taken  a prisoner  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he  was 
held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  being  liber- 
ated he  returned  to  his  home,  and  resumed  his  work 
upon  the  farm,  this  having  been  his  occupation 
ever  since,  and  he  now  owns  one  tract  of  120  acres, 
some  three  miles  from  Portia,  of  which  twenty- 
five  acres  are  cleared  and  under  cultivation.  He 
has  a good  frame  residence  and  stables  on  his 
home  place,  and  also  an  orchard,  from  which  he 
expects  good  results.  Mr.  McCall  was  married  in 
Lawrence  County,  March  14,  1861,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha C.  Jeffrey,  a native  of  this  county,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  Jeffrey.  Five  children  wmre  born  to 
this  union,  who  are  still  living:  James  E.,  F.  O. 
McCall,  wife  of  John  Freer;  Martha  Selma,  wife 
of  D.  Finly;  Robert  J.  and  Laura  Jessie,  and  tw'o 
who  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  McCall  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  Mr.  McCall  is  one  of  Lawrence  Coun- 
ty’s brightest  men.  He  is  active  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  county,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem. 

John  R.  McCarrell,  an  extensive  .stock  raiser  ^ 
and  farmer  of  Black  River  Town^jhip,  was  born  in  I 
Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  December  24,  1834.  His 
father,  James  McCarrell,  was  a native  Kentuckian, 
who  came  to  Arkansas  wdth  his  parents  when  eight 
years  of  age,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Lawrence  County.  They  settled  at  a point  near 
Smithville,  in  the  year  1808,  whore  James  McCar- 
rell grew  up  and  lived  the  greater  portion.  of  his 
life.  His  occupation  was  farming,  and  ^ one 
time  he  owned  two  of  the  finest  farms  in.thm  sec- 
tion of  Arkansas.  He  also  served  as  county  treas- 
urer of  Lawrence  County,  fora  number  of  years, 
tilling  the  office  with  honor  and  credit.  His  <leath 
occurred  in  1872,  after  a long  and  useful  career. 
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John  R.  McCarrell  remained  with  hi.s  father  until 
December  22,  1852,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Davis,  of  Tennessee.  This  wife  died 
January  24,  1884,  after  a faithful  and  happy  mar- 
ried life  of  over  thirty-three  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  sixteen  children,  ten  of  them  yet  living. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  McCarrell  commenced  farm- 
ing near  Smithville,  and  in  1870  bo  moved  to  the 
present  place,  which  he  has  greatly  improved  since 
his  arrival,  having  about  150  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, on  the  Flat  Creek  Bottoms.  In  the  fall  of 
1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  performing  in 
that  time  many  a deed  of  valor.  He  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Pilot  Knob  and  several  others,  and 
a great  part  of  the  time  was  on  detached  duty.  He 
surrendered  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  June  5,  1805, 
and  shortly  afterward  returned  home  to  attend  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  farms.  On  March  10,  1880, 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Emma  Rutledge,  a widow, 
of  Lawrence  County,  who  formerlyresided  in  Ten- 
nessee. They  have  two  children  by  this  marriage; 
James  P.  and  Sarah  E.,the  latter  the  wife  of  Frank 
Hastin;  and  those  by  Mr.  McCarrell’ s first  wife 
are  John  H. , Susan  (wife  of  Robert  Eddy).  George 
W.,  William  T.,  Martha  (wife  of  Mr.  Harroll), 
Fannie  (wife  of  W.  Taylor)  and  Cora  Belle. 

Robert  McKamey  is  a son  of  Robert  and  Jemima 
(Parks)  McKamey,  of  Tennessee,  where  young 
Robert  was  born,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1845. 
The  elder  McKamey  held  several  local  offices,  and 
was  quite  a prominent  man  in  Tenne.ssee,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  iMexican  War.  He 
moved  with  his  family  to  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of 
1858,  and  purchased  a farm  in  Lawrence  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1870,  six  days  after  the  demise  of  his 
wife.  Robert  iMcKainey,  Jr.,  came  to  Arkansas 
when  in  his  thirteenth  year,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  the  last  year  of  the  war.  when  he 
entered  the  Federal  army,  and  was  attached  to  the 
Sixth  IMissouri  Volunteer  Cavalry.  He  enlisted 
first  as  a [)rivate,  but  was  made  sergeant,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  until  the  war  had  ended. 
After  he  was  given  his  discharge,  in  September, 
1865,  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  on  the  6th  of 


I January,  1867,  was  married,  in  Randolph  County, 
to  IMiss  Barbara  Wells.  He  remained  in  thatcovrnty 
four  years,  farming  upon  a piece  of  land  he  had 
purchased,  and  then  sold  out  and  bought  the  place 
i upon  which  he  now  resides.  At  the  time  of  its 
: purchase,  there  were  about  100  acres  cleared,  and 
i the  buildings  on  it  were  untinished,  but  since  then 
I he  has  cleared  some  seventy-tive  additional  acres. 

fenced  it  in,  and  greatly  improved  the  place.  He 
I owns  altogether  about  500  acres  of  land,  situated 
i two  miles  from  Imboden,  and  one-third  rich  bot- 
I tom  and  second  bottom  land.  This  is  one  of  the 
best  farms  and  most  desirable  pieces  of  property  in 
j Lawrence  County,  and  Mr.  IMcKamey  has  shown 

■ thrift  and  energy  in  securing  it,  from  the  fact  that 
I he  started  on  comparatively  nothing  after  the  war. 

■ He  also  has  a fine  orchard  of  seven  acres,  consist- 

' ins  of  different  varieties  of  fruit.  Mr.  McKamev's 
I first  wife  died  in  Lawrence  County,  leaving  two 
; children  to  her  husband’s  care.  His  present  wife 
I was  Miss  Susan  Ann  Bragg,  of  Independence 
1 County,  by  whom  he  has  had  seven  children.  Their 
names  are  James  L..  John,  Leona,  Robert,  Naida, 

I Abbie  and  Anna,  the  last  two  being  twins;  and 
those  by  his  first  wife  are  Margaretta,  wife  of  Will- 
' iam  York,  and  Emily,  who  died  in  her  seventeenth 
! year.  Mr.  McKamey  has  also  lost  three  children, 
who  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  McKamey  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  E[>isco]ial  Church,  and  5Ir. 
i McKamey  an  Ancient  Odd  Fellow.  He  is  a Repub- 
' lican  in  politics,  and  upholds  the  principles  of  his 
party.  His  wealth,  while  not  of  mammoth  pro 
portions,  has  grown  to  ample  size,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  men  of  his  county. 

I Simon  IMcLeod  was  born  in  Harnett  County, 
N.  C.,  March  8,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Murdoch 
; and  Barbara  (Matthews)  McLeod,  who  came  to 
Arkansas  in  1858,  settling  on  a farm  in  Law- 
rence County.  His  grandparents,  on  his  father's 
I side,  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  this  country 
I during  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
On  his  mother’s  side,  he  is  a descendant  from  a 
local  family  of  merchants  and  farmers.  The  elder 
McLeod  died  in  1862,  and  his  wife  followed,  De- 
cember 20,  1888.  Eleven  children  were  born  to 
i them,  and  the  family  came  to  Arkansas  unbroken. 
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but  death  has  cropped  them  out  one  by  one  until 
but  five  remain.  Their  names  are  James,  John 
A.,  Simon,  William  and  Hector — all  farmers  and 
mechanics.  Simon  McLeod,  the  seventh  child, 
came  west  with  his  parents,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  1801,  then  leaving  a comfortable  home  to 
fight  for  a cause  he  thought  was  right.  He  en- 
listed in  the  First  Arkansas  Battalion,  and  served 
to  good  advantage  for  the  principles  which  he  had 
undertaken  to  defend.  He  was  present  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Corinth,  and  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson 
was  among:  the  most  valiant  in  action.  He  did  the 
duty  of  a private  soldier  until  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  surrendered  at  Shreveport,  La.,  in  1805.  He 
then  returned  to  his  home,  and  was  married,  in 
1807,  to  Miss  Sally  C.  Judkins,  a Tennessee  lady. 
In  1808  he  and  his  companion  moved  on  to  the 
farm  where  they  still  live,  with  a happy  and  pros- 
perous family.  Mrs.  McLeod  is  the  descendant  of 
a wealthy  and  influential  Virginia  family.  She 
also  is  of  Scotch  descent.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Sarah  1).  (Roberts)  Judkins.  Mr. 
Judkins  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  of  Arkan- 
sas, in  1854,  and  died  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in 
December  of  the  same  year.  Mrs.  McLeod  is  a 
sister  of  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Judkins,  who  was  presi 
dent  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Arkansas  senate.  Mr. 
McLeod  and  wife  have  been  blessed  with  nine 
children,  all  living  with  the  exception  of  two. 
Their  names  are;  Walter  E.,  iMaggie  D.,  Lettie 
iM. , Bessie  C.,  Joseph  H.,  Luther  H. , Eva  A., 
(and  one  not  named,  deceased),  and  Laurence  S. 
iMr.  McLeod  and  his  wife  and  his  three  oldest 
children  are  meml>ers  of  the  iMisssionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  people  that  command  the  respt'ct 
of  th(‘  entire  community.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
takes  a deep  interest  in  }>olitics.  though  he  has 
never  aspired  to  any  public  position,  preferring 
rather  the  pleasures  of  rural  life. 

John  D.  McMillen,  a widely-known  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  of  Duty  Township,  was  born  in  Tip- 
pah County,  Miss.,  October  21,  1850.  He  is  a 
son  of  W.  W.  McMillen,  a native  of  Alabama,  who 
moved  to  Tennessee  when  a boy  of  seven  years,  and 
was  reared  in  that  State.  W.  W.  McMillen  was 
married  in  .Mississippi,  to  Miss  5Iary  A.  (iunnell,  of 


Jefferson  County,  Ala.  (who  moved  to  iVIississippi 
when  thirteen  years  old),  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  on  a farm  in  Tippah  County,  where  John 
D.  was  born.  He  moved  to  Arkansas  County.  Ark. , 
in  1855.  and,  after  residing  there  for  nine  years, 
came  to  Lawrence  County,  where  he  remained  un- 
til his  death,  in  1879.  He  fought  for  eight  months 
in  the  late  war,  and  bore  a splendid  record  for  his 
bravery.  John  D.  McMillen  came  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas  with  his  parents  when  thirteen  years  of 
ag:e,  and  remained  with  them  until  his  maturitv. 
He  was  married,  on  December  22,  1878,  to  iMiss 
Laura  E.  Mitchell,  Avho  was  born  and  reared  at 
Clover  Bend,  Lawrence  County,  and  brought  his 
bride  to  the  present  residence.  The  land  was  but 
slightly  improved  when  he  came  upon  it,  birt 
about  forty-three  acres  are  now'  cleared  and  under 
cultivation,  and,  perhaps,  forty  acres  more,  which 
are  still  unimproved,  but  valuable  land.  He  has 
a comfortable  house,  barns  and  all  conveniences 
upon  his  }>lace,  and  a good  orchard,  two  acres  in 
extent,  of  peach,  aj>ple,  apricot,  plum  and  pear 
trees.  Dir.  DIcMillen  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Chui’ch,  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  all  its  affairs.  He  and  his  w’ife  are  w’ell 
know’n  for  their  generosity  and  sympathv  tow’ard 
all  enterprises  for  the  advancement  of  educational 
and  kindred  interests.  They  are  among  the  most 
popular  residents  of  Lawrence  County,  and  people 
who  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

Hon.  Robert  P.  Mack,  one  of  the  leading  at- 
torneys of  Pow'hatan,  is  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  born  at  Waynesboro,  August  27,  1848.  His 
father  is  Judge  L.  L.  Dlack,  whose  history  a[>pears 
in  another  portion  of  this  book.  Mr.  DIack  came 
to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  in  1858,  wdie.n  he  was 
a lad  of  five  years,  where  they  located  at  Dlarion, 
Crittenden  County.  They  afterw'ard  moved  to  Bob 
ivar,  and  then  to  Gainesville,  Greene  County, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  received  a very 
fair  education  at  the  common  and  high  .schools, 
besides  applying  himself  studiously  to  all  subjects 
which  he  thought  would  be  of  advantage  to  him  in 
after  life,  and  for  one  year  was  assistant  teacher 
at  one  of  the  schools.  In  bSbb  he  comnieucetl  the 
studv  of  law,  under  the  guidance  of  his  father. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Judge  L.  L.  Mack,  and,  in  1808,  was  admitted  to' 
the  bar,  before  he  had  reached  his  twenty- first 
year.  He  was  licensed  to  practice  by  Judge  Wil- 
liam Story,  and  shortly  afterward  moved  to  Pow- 
hatan to  enter  into  his  profession.  In  1800  he 
was  associated  with  his  father,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Judge  L.  L.  Mack  A Son,  and  his  natural  tal- 
ent, combined  with  the  experience  of  his  father, 
made  it  one  of  the  most  successful  firms  in  that 
section.  His  present  location  is  the  one  selected 
by  him  in  1870,  which  he  has  kept  continuously 
since  that  time.  In  1873  the  elder  Mack  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  and,  up  to  the  spring  of  1887, 
Mr.  R.  P.  Mack  had  been  associated  with  various 
practitioners,  when  the  present  firm  was  organ- 
ized. He  was  married,  August  29,  1878,  to  Miss 
Mollie  E.  Lyons,  of  East  Tennessee,  a very  attract- 
ive lady,  and  by  this  happy  union  with  the  lady 
of  his  choice,  was  born  three  children;  Anna  M. , 
Vera  C.  and  Lucy.  INIrs.  Mack  is  a member  of 
the  Old  School  Presbv’terian  Church,  and  a lady 
whose  kindly  influence  and  gentle  disposition  are 
made  manifest  at  home  and  in  society. 

John  H.  Martin,  merchant  and  postmaster  of 
Powhatan,  is  a native  of  Eldorado  County,  Cal., 
born  June  17,  1854.  He  is  a son  of  Josiah  Mar- 
tin, one  of  the  veterans  of  the  gold  excitement 
during  the  early  days  of  California.  The  elder 
Martin  was  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and  left  his  home  for  California  tw'o  years 
after  the  great  gold  fever  of  1849  had  spread  its  con- 
tagion all  over  the  civilized  globe.  While  there  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Mary  Mincer,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  after  sixteen  years  of  mining  returned 
with  his  wife  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  fol 
lowing  year  after  his  arrival  he  moved  to  Arkansas 
and  located  at  Powhatan,  where  he  is  now  in 
partnership  with  his  son  in  the  general  merchan- 
dise business.  John  H.  Martin  resided  in  Cali- 
fornia until  he  reached  his  fourteenth  year,  when 
he  returned  to  Missouri  with  his  father.  He  re- 
ceived a good  education,  both  in  California  and 
Missouri,  and  after  completing  his  studies,  in  1808, 
he  moved  to  Arkansas  and  settled  in  Lawrence 
County.  From  1870  to  1875  he  was  occupying  a 
clerkship  in  one  of  the  principal  drug  houses  in 


Lawrence  Countv,  and  afterward  engatjed  in  the 
same  business  himself.  In  September,  1880,  he 
opened  up  a general  stock  of  merchandise  in  part- 
nership with  bis  father,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Martin  & Son.  but  still  continued  in  the  drug 
business  on  his  own  account.  The  firm  of  Martin 
A Son  do  a business  of  about  830,000  annually, 
and  enjoy  an  enviable  reputation  for  fair  dealing 
and  honest  goods.  Mr.  Martin  was  appointed 
assistant  postmaster  several  years  ago.  and  on  the 
retirement  of  his  superior,  in  1875,  was  given  the 
office,  and  has  been  postmaster  ever  since.  In 
December,  1878.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lula 
McLeod,  of  Georgia,  but  in  June,  ISSO,  he  was 
deprived  of  the  companionship  of  his  wife  by 
death.  Charles  H. , ten  years  old,  is  the  only  child. 

James  A.  Martin,  of  the  firm  of  J.  A.  Martin  A 
Bros.,  manufacturers,  comes  from  a family  of  Mis- 
souri pioneers.  He  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Mo., 
December  3,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  F.  G.  Martin, 
of  Lincoln  County,  Mo.  The  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Eastern  Missouri,  their  ancestors  settling 
in  that  State  in  its  earliest  days.  The  elder  Mar- 
tin was  married  in  Pike  County,  Mo. , to  Miss  Susan 
E.  Doyle,  a native  of  that  place,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage resided  there  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1867  he  came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  located 
at  Powhatan,  where  he  carried  on  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  up  to  the  year  18S0,  when  he  returned 
to  Missouri,  and  in  the  spring  of  1889  moved  to 
Texas,  where  he  at  present  resides.  James  A. 
Martin  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  when 
fourteen  vears  of  agfe.  In  his  vouth  he  was  tifiven 
a good  school  and  commercial  education,  and  in 
order  to  be  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his 
father’s  business,  he  spent  some  time  in  black- 
smithing  and  wagon-making.  His  knowledge  of  the 
business,  being  gained  from  practical  experience, 
enabled  him  to  build  up  a large  and  profitable 
trade.  The  firm  manufacture  spring  wagons,  bug- 
gies, etc.,  and  turn  out  about  60,000  spokes 
monthly,  besides  felloes,  plow  beams  and  im- 
plements of  a like  nature.  Their  trade  is  one  of 
the  most  e.xtensive  in  Northeast  Arkansas  in  their 
line,  and  their  gooOs  have  obtained  a well-merited 
renown.  March  12.  1877,  Mr.  IMartin  was  married 
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to  Miss  Ida  Fortenberry,  of  ^Mississippi,  a daughter 
of  Absalom  Fortenberry,  of  that  State,  and  this 
happiest  of  unions  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children:  Guy  K.,  Carrie  and  Nina.  Mr.  Rogers 

and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  the  former  is  a Mason. 
He  is  a very  popular  man.  both  in  business  and  | 
society,  and  is  also  one  of  the  most  progressive  ; 
men  of  his  county.  1 

Samuel  A.  Massey  was  born  in  Knox  County,  j 
Tenn.,  in  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  L.  and  i 
Ann  J.  (Gray)  Massey,  the  hrst  named  being  a na  , 
tive  of  Tennessee,  and  the  mother  coming  from  ' 
Ireland  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1820,  and  i 
settling  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  His  parents  were  ! 
married  in  Tennessee,  in  the  year  1837,  and  moved  | 
to  Arkansas  in  1850,  where  they  settled  on  Straw-  | 
berrj'  River,  and  commenced  farming  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  in  1883.  His  mother  died  in  - 
1878.  Nine  children  were  born  to  the  parents,  | 
and  two  of  them  have  been  called  away  by  death.  ! 
Of  the  seven  yet  living,  Mr.  Massey  is  the  oldest,  i 
and  came  to  Arkansas  when  in  his  thirteenth  year.  1 
He  passed  the  younger  portion  of  his  days  on  the  | 
farm,  and,  on  attaining  his  majority,  commenced  i 
his  race  with  the  world  with  such  a degree  of  sue-  ; 
cess  that  to-day  he  is  worthy  of  emulation  by  the  : 
young  men  of  his  county.  He  has  140  acres  of 
land  under  cultivation,  besides  other  lands  in  vari- 
ous sections,  amounting  to  some  240  acres  in  all,  j 
which  is  the  result  of  his  own  labor.  In  1801,  | 
when  he  found  that  his  country  needed  his  services,  | 
ho  enlisted  in  the  army,  becoming  a member  of  ; 
Company  B,  Twenty-tirst  Arkansas,  and  held  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He  W'as  captured  by 
the  enemy  in  1804,  in  this  county,  and  taken 
prisoner  to  Johnson’s  Island,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
kept  until  January,  1805.  When  no  longer  a 
prisoner  of  war  he  returned  to  his  command  and 
did  good  service,  returning  to  his  home  shortly  be- 
fore the  surrender,  and  has  continued  fanning  ever 
since.  He  was  married  in  1858  to  5Iiss  Elvira 
Milligan,  a young  lady  l)orn  and  reared  in  Arkan 
sas,  and  a daughter  of  John  Milligan,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  State.  Mrs.  Massey  died  Septem- 
ber 1,  1800,  leaving  four  cliildren  as  the  result  of 


their  happy  married  life.  Their  names  are  Edia 
J.,  Samuel  J. , Jacob  L.,  and  Elvira  E.  Mr.  Mas- 
sey lives  with  his  son  Jacob  on  the  home  place, 
and  though  ofttimes  beset  by  the  snares  of  his  wid- 
ower’s state,  has  always  remained  true  to  the 
memory  of  his  beloved  wife.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged,  and  is  also  a member  of  Lodge 
No.  144,  A.  F.  A A.  M. , of  Reed’s  Creek,  Sharp 
County. 

Benjamin  F.  Matthews,  a popular  citizen  of 
Powhatan,  is-  a native  of  Georgia,  and  was  born 
in  Madison  County,  August  12,  1823.  His  parents 
were  the  Hon.  Allen  and  Margaret  (Elton)  51at- 
thews,  who  ^ were  married  and  resided  for  awhile 
in  Jackson  County,  Ga.,  and  then  moved  to  5Iadi- 
son  County.  After  a/  short  residence  in  the  latter 
locality  they  moved  back  to  Jackson  County,  where 
the  elder  Mr.  Matthews  practiced  law  during  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life,  and  attained  an  emi- 
nent place  in  his  profession.  He  represented  the 
county  several  terms  in  the  legislature,  and  died  in 
Gainesville,  Ga. , in  1843,  after  a successful  ca- 
reer. His  son,  B.  F.  Matthews,  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  during  the  earlier 
portion  of  his  life  had  but  a limited  amount  of 
education.  This,  though  an  obstacle  in  his  path, 
was  easily  overcome  by  his  perseverance  and 
natural  ability.  He  first  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1854,  and  located  at  Powhatan,  which  place  has 
been  his  residence  ever  since.  In  187(1  he  com- 
menced his  commercial  career,  and  up  to  the  year 
1880  was  activelv  engaged  in  mercantile  life,  con- 
trolling  a business  of  from  830,  (iOO  to  840.000  a 
year.  In  1803  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Lawrence 
County,  and  served  until  1807,  and  for  four  years 
acted  as  collector  and  assessor.  Previous  to  that, 
in  1800,  he  wuis  dei)utized  census  enumerator,  and 
took  the  census  of  Lawrence  and  Sharp  Counties. 
On  October  24,  1844,  he  was  married  to  5Iiss 
Catherine  McElroy  of  Cherokee  County,  Ga. , and 
this  union  has  given  them  nine  children,  of  whom 
only  three  are  living  at  the  present  time:  William. 
Catherine,  wife  of  Clay  Thorn,  and  Ella.  Those 
deceased  are  Josephine,  Bettie.  Phiueas.  Alice, 
Thomas  and  Henry.  Mr.  iMatthews  lost  his 
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first  wife  October  30,  1871,  and  after  her  death 
was  determined  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
single,  but  after  meeting  Miss  Mary  C.  Clisby,  of 
Massachusetts,  he  succumbed  to  that  lady's  charms, 
and  was  asrain  married.  They  are  both  members 
of  the  Presi)yterian  Church,  and  Mr.  Matthews 
has  l)een  a ilason  for  forty  years. 

Willis  B.  Matthews,  of  the  firm  of  Weir  A !Mat- 
thews,  is  another  representative  of  that  class  of  | 
men,  who,  by  their  energy  and  pluck,  have  won 
the  esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens.  He  was  born 
in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  on  the  1st  day  of  No- 
vember, 1857,  and  is  a son  of  William  J.  Mat- 
thews, a native  of  Tennessee,  whose  father,  John 
L.  Matthews,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Arkansas. 
His  father,  J.  Matthews,  married  Miss  Eliza 
J.  McGhehey,  of  Lawrence  County,  a daughter  of 
George  McGhehey,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
State,  and  his  interest  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  is 
thus  doubly  strengthened  by  the  fact  of  both  jjar- 
ents  being  born  on  the  same  soil.  His  father 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  until  1885,  and 
then  moved  to  Black  Rock,  to  engage  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits.  Mr.  Matthews  remained  with  him 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  educating  himself 
in  the  meantime,  and  then  taught  school  for  a 
period  of  twelve  months.  He  gave  up  this  occu- 
pation to  accept  a position  at  Powhatan,  where  he  ; 
became  thoroughly  versed  in  mercantile  affairs,  and  i 
received  excellent  business  training.  He  then  re- 
turned to  farming  again,  and  continued  in  that 
business  until  October,  1883,  when  he  re-entered  i 
into  mercantile  life  at  Black  Rock.  He  estaUi.shed 
himself  in  the  grocery  and  drug  business  at  that  | 
point,  and,  in  1885,  his  father  was  brought  into 
partnership,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1887.  In  the  spring  of  ISS'J.  the 
present  firm  of  Weir  A Matthews  was  established. 
They  carry  a large  stock  of  general  merchandise, 
dry  goods,  groceries,  clothing,  drugs,  hardware, 
etc.,  and  by  their  fair  dealing  and  integrity,  have 
earned  a reputation  second  to  none  in  tlie  county. 
Mr.  Matthews  has  served  on  the  town  board,  and 
is  a Master  Mason.  He  is  treasurer  of  Black  Rock 
Lodge. 

James  Cabell  Minor,  physician  and  surgeon. 


Walnut  Ridge,  Ark.  In  a comprehensive  work  of 
this  kind,  dealing  with  industrial  pursuits,  sciences, 
arts  and  professions,  it  is  only  fair  and  right  that 
that  profession — the  medical  profession — on  which 
! in  some  period  or  other  of  our  lives,  we  are  all 
more  or  less  dependent,  should  be  noticed.  It  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  physician  to  relieve  or  alle- 
viate the  ailments  to  which  suffering  humanity  is 
]>rone;  and  as  such  he  deserves  the  most  grateful 
consideration  of  all.  A ]uominent  physician  and 
surgeon,  who  by  his  own  ability  has  attained  dis- 
tinction in  his  profession,  is  Dr.  Minor.  He  was 
born  in  Albemarle  County,  Va. , on  the  10th  of 
October.  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Charles  : 
IMinor,  and  nephew  of  Prof.  John  B.  Minor,  pres-  I 
ent  professor  of  Common  and  Statute  Law  in  the 
University  of  Virginia,  and  the  author  of  “ -Minor’s  j 
Institutes."  Dr.  Charles  Minor  was  a physician, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  practiced  his  pro- 
fession, but  in  later  life  was  principal  of  a high 
school  at  Brook  Hill,  six  miles  north  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia.  He  died  in  1801,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  years.  He  married  IMiss  Lucy  Walker 
Minor,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  died  in  that  State, 
at  Bellevue,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, thirteen  in  all,  eight  now  living,  two  in  this 
state — Lancelot,  attorney  at  law,  Newport.  Ark., 
and  James  Cabell.  One  brother,  Charles  (now 
deceased),  was  an  attorney  at  law  at  Jacksonport, 
and  at  one  time  represented  Jackson  County  in  the 
State  legislature.  .James  Cabell  Minor  was  reared 
in  Virginia,  and  first  took  an  academic  course, 
but  subsequently  entered  as  a student  the  Univer- 
sitv  of  Virginia,  from  which  institution  he  gradu 
ated  in  the  class  of  1882,  in  the  study  of  medicine. 
Going  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  he  there  took  a clinical 
course  at  the  Hos[)ital  College  of  Medicine.  He 
then  came  to  Newport,  Ark.,  in  18S3.  practiced 
there  three  years,  and,  in  lS8d.  located  at  Walnut 
Ridge,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  marriage  , 


to  Miss  Emma  Smith  occurre<l  on  the  dth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18N5.  at  Newport,  Ark.  She  was  born  at 
Brownsville,  Tenn.,  and  by  her  marriage  became 


Minor  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
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Church,  parish  of  Newport.  He  is  a Democrat  in  j 
politics,  and  has  for  the  past  six  years  been  local  j 
surgeon  for  tlie  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  ; 

William  Park  Mitchell,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  , 
is  a son  of  William  and  Sallie  ( Ross ) Mitchell,  j 
of  North  Carolina,  in  which  State  William  Park  | 
Mitchell  was  born  on  December  25,  1830.  The 
family  resided  in  North  Carolina  until  1847,  when 
they  moved  to  Benton  County,  Tenn. , and  settled 
on  a farm.  Here  they  resided,  a happy  family, 
until  the  father’s  death,  in  1872,  and  then  the 
mother  following  him  in  1875.  William  P.  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  his  majority,  and 
then  entered  into  the  grocery  busines  at  Dresden, 
where  he  remained  for  fourteen  months.  He  next  ' 
commenced  farming  in  Tennessee,  up  to  the  year  j 
1870,  and,  thinking  that  Arkansas  offered  a better 
field  for  that  business,  he  moved  to  the  latter  State, 
and  settled  in  Lawrence  County.  On  his  arrival 
he  bought  120  acres  of  timbered  land  and  an  ad- 
ditional 150  acres,  with  slight  improvements  upon 
it.  He  at  once  began  to  improve  and  cultivate 
his  farms,  and  at  the  present  time  has  about  eighty 
acres  under  cultivation,  w'ith  two  fair  residences 
and  two  tenant  houses,  besides  a substantial  double 
log  house,  in  which  he  resides.  He  also  owns  a I 
fine  bearing  orchard  of  peaches  and  apples.  IMr.  : 
Mitchell  was  married  in  Benton  County,  Tenn., 
on  July  27,  1802,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Summers,  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  a daughter  of  Zachariah  ; 
Summers,  of  Virginia.  This  union  has  given  them  ^ 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  in  the  be.st 
of  health.  Their  names  are  Willis  L.,  Zula,  wife 
of  H.  D.  Lawson;  Emma,  wife  of  Elijah  Roberts; 
Anna  and  Maggie,  both  young  ladies,  and  Katie. 
They  have  also  lost  three  children  : George,  who  ■ 
died  in  his  sixth  year;  Laura,  dying  at  three  years 
of  age,  and  John,  who  died  in  his  second  year. 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is 
always  loyal  in  his  support  of  the  principles  and 
men  of  that  party.  H<^  was  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  a number  of 
years,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  the 
entire  community.  He  has  a splendid  farm,  a com- 
fortable home,  and  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  in  Lawrence  County,  all 
s I 


of  which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own  good 
judgment  and  industry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ! 
Church,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  also  of  the  Agricultural 
Wheel,  being  president  of  the  local  Wheel.  j 

J.  E.  Moore  is  a firm  believer  in  the  soil  upon  I 
which  he  was  born,  having  remained  in  this  county 
since  his  birth.  His  occupation  is  that  of  farming, 
but  he  is  also  an  exponent  of  the  advantages  of  a 
good,  education,  and  finds  time  for  instilling  knowl- 
edge in  the  minds  of  Law^rence  County’s  future 
men  and  women.  He  is  the  son  of  William  Moore, 
o.ne  of  Arkansas’  pioneers,  who  is  now  residing 
near  Powhatan,  and  his  mother  was  Miss  Martha 
A.  Judkins,  of  Tennessee,  who  met,  and  was 
united  to  her  husband,  in  Arkansas.  Ten  children 
were  born  to  tliem,  five  boys  and  five  girls,  and 
three  have  since  died.  Those  living  are  Henry  A., 
Joseph  E.,  Nathaniel  A.,  Robert  C.,  Margaret  I., 
Leonard  H.  and  Laura  C.  Lizzie,  Susan  A.  and 
Clara  S.  are  deceased.  Mr.  IMoore  received  the 
first  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county,  and  studied  the  hio^her 
branches  at  Irwin’s  Institute.  After  being  thor- 
oughly equipped  for  the  duties  of  a school  teacher, 
he  went  to  Big  Lick,  in  1882,  and  opened  up  his 
first  school.  He  has  since  then  followed  that  pro- 
fession, with  steadily  increasing  success,  holding 
two  terms  each  year.  He  was  married,  in  1887. 
to  Miss  Josephine  Childress,  a daughter  of  Col.  R. 

A.  Childress,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Indepeml- 
ence  County,  and  a hearty  old  gentleman,  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year.  Mr.  Moore  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  of  the  Presby- 
terian. He  is  an  active  [lolitician. 

John  H.  Morgan  is  a Georgian,  and  was  burn  in 
Walker  County,  that  State  (now  Catoosa  County), 
in  the  year  1838.  He  is  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Morgan  Township),  and  is  a sou  of  Henry  Morgan, 
of  Georgia,  who  was  killed  in  a distressing  man 
ner,  in  1804,  l)y  lieing  thrown  from  an  unruly  mule. 
The  elder  Morgan  came  to  Missouri  with  his 
family,  in  the  year  1856,  and  settled  at  a point 
in  Wayne  County,  about  ten  miles  from  Greenville, 
the  county  seat,  where  he  farmed  and  cultivated 
the  land,  until  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


Polly  (Blackwell)  Morgan,  of  Georgia,  died  in 
about  1877.  John  H.  Morgan  is  the  fourth  of 
ten  children,  and  was  in  his  sixteenth  year  when 
his  parents  came,  to  Missoirri.  He  attained  his 
manhood  in  Wayne  County,  and  in  1858  returned 
to  Geoi'cria,  where  he  established  himself  in  the 
grocery  business.  In  1862  he  answered  the  call 
for  men,  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  a Tennes- 
see regiment,  and  fought  under  Captain  White, 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  afterwards  went 
back  to  Missouri,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Surilda  Smith,  of  Wayne  County,  but  a native  of 
Hamilton  County,  Tenn.  The  couj^le  have  eight 
children  living;  Henry  H.  D.,  Joseph  L.,  George 
W. , Savanah  J. , William  Jackson,  Tennie  C., 
Martha  S. , Laura  Alice.  They  have  lost  three 
children,  namely:  John  Morgan,  born  September 
28,  1869,  died  September  7,  1886;  General  Robert 
Lee,  born  November  28,  1885,  died  March  15, 
1889.^  and  an  infant  daughter,  who  died,  when 
eight  days  old,  March  4,  1872.  Mr.  Morgan  and 
his  family  came  to  Arkansas  in  1869,  and  settled 
in  Independence  County,  at  a place  some  ten 
miles  south  of  his  present  residence,  where  they 
lived  until  the  year  1881,  when  he  moved  to  where 
he  now  is.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  ami  are  earnest  workers 
in  the  religious  field. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Phelyjs,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Phelps  Bros. , general  merchandise,  was  born  in 
McNairy  County,  Tenn.,  July  17,  1841.  His  father 
came  to  Arkansas  when  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
located  at  a point  near  Dardanelle,  in  Y^ell  County. 
Four  years  later  he  went  to  North\vest  Missouri,  i 
where  he  remained  a year,  and  then  came  back  to 
Randolph  and  Greene  Counties.  He  entered  into 
mercantile  life  at  Gainesville;  thence  to  Southern 
Missouri,  and  from  there  to  Lawrence  County, 
Ark.,  in  the  latter  part  of  I860.  His  son,  Cayit. 
James  M. , received  only  a common  school  educa- 
tion in  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  but  his  natural  * 
aptitude  made  up  for  any  loss  in  that  direction. 
When  war  was  announced  he  was  a resident  of  this  i 
county,  and  first  joined  the  Seventh  Arkansas  In-  ^ 
fantiy.  Company  F,  in  A[)ril,  ISOl,  Joseph  Mar-  ; 
tin,  captain.  He  was  dischargej  in  February,  1S62,  * 


and  returned  home,  where  he  remained  until  Hind- 
man’s call  for  volunteers,  and,  in  April.  1862,  he 
was  captured,  after  having  raised  a cavalry  com- 
pany in  response.  That  entire  summer  was  spent 
! by  him  in  prison  at  St.  Louis,  Chicago  and  John- 
j son’s  Island.  In  1862  he  was  exchanged,  and 
joined  Tim  Reeves’  company  of  Missouri  cavalry, 
and  served  with  them  until  the  spuing  of  1864, 
when  he  raised  a cavalry  company,  which  he  com- 
manded until  he  surrendered,  June  6,  1865,  Com- 
pany F,  Fourteenth  Missouri  Cavalry.  At  the 
I close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Lawrence  County, 
which  has  been  his  home  ever  since,  and  embarkeil 
in  farming  and  merchandising.  Later  on  he  spent 
three  or  four  years  traveling  through  Texas  and 
Mexico,  and  in  the  spring  of  1876  came  to  Walnut 
Ridge  and  established  the  business  of  Z.  Phelps  A: 
Sons  (J.  M.  & A.  C. ).  The  firm  continued  under  that 
head  until  the  year  1 880,  when  it  was  merged  into  Z. 
Phelps  & Son  (J.  M. ).  The  present  firm  of  Phelps 
Bros.,  was  started  up  in  1884,  with  J.  M.,  A.  C. 
and  Z.  C.  Phelps  as  partners.  They  do  a heavy 
business  in  general  supplies,  their  transactions  in 
1888  amounting  to  $125,000,  and  are  one  of  the 
largest  firms  in  their  line  in  the  county.  J.  M. . 
the  eldest,  has  practically  retired  from  active  busi 
ness.  Capt.  Phelps  owns  probably  1,500  acres 
of  land,  divided  into  several  fine  farms,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  his  father  and  brother,  has  a 
great  amount  of  other  lands  in  Lawrence  and  ad- 
joining counties.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  and  the  Blue  Lodge.  Chapter  andCom- 
manderv  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Hugh 
DePayne  Commandery  at  Little  Rock;  is  a mem- 
ber also  of  the  Methodist  Episco2>al  Church. 
South.  This  year  (1889)  he  was  a delegate  to  the 
district  conference  at  Corning.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  was  mayor  of  Walnut  Ridge  for 
several  years.  In  1864  (February  ISth)  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Victoria  Kinian.  of  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.,  whos('  father.  Hensen  Kinian.  was 
a juoneer  settler  of  Lawrence  County.  They  have 
had  one  child,  Virgil  D.,  a little  boy,  who  dietl  in 
November,  1876,  aged  about  nine  years;  and.  hav- 
ing no  other  children  of  their  own.  the  Captain 
and  his  wife  are  rearing  a neice,  Jessie  Vinson. 
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Abram  C.  Phelps,  of  the  firm  of  Phelps  Bros.  , 
Walunt  Ridge,  general  merchandise  and  supply 
bouse,  was  born  in  McNairy  County,  Tenn. , J anuary  i 
4,  1848.  When  six  years  of  age  he  came  toNcndh- 
eastern  Arkansas,  and  has  been  reared  principally  in 
Lawrence  County.  He  received  a somewhat  limited 
education  in  his  youth — a disadvantage  which  the 
majority  of  our  substantial  men  at  the  present  day 
seem  to  overcome — and  worked  on  his  farm  until 
the  year  ISOS.  On  March  7 of  that  year  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Fallin,  who  breathed  her 
last  ten  months  afterward.  Mr.  Phelps,  shortly 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  traveled  with  his 
brother,  J.  M. , through  Texas,  Mexico  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  western  country.  When  his 
trip  had  been  finished  he  returned  to  Lawrence 
County,  and  in  February,  1874,  was  united  in  wed- 
lock to  Miss  Mattie  Ammons.  During  that  period 
he  went  into  business  with  his  father,  establishing 
the  firm  known  as  Z.  A A.  C.  Phelps,  wUich  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years.  The  firm  was  then  changed 
to  Z.  Phelps  A Sons,  and  has  since  continued  un- 
der that  name.  In  1884  he  sold  out  his  intere.st 
in  the  business,  and  went  to  Fort  Smith,  where  he 
started  a grocery,  but  one  year  later  he  returned 
to  Walnut  Ridge,  and  entered  actively  into  mer- 
cantile life  at  that  point  again,  and  now  has  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  firm's  business.  Besides  his 
interests  in  the  hrm,  he  owns  060  acres  of  land, 
500  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  Mr. 
Phelps  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Council  of  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  also  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Walnut  Ridge,  of  which  his  wife  is  a regular 
attendant.  They  have  three  children:  Flora,  Wal- 
ter and  Claude. 

Zaccheus  C.  Phelps,  a partner  in  the  house  of 
Phelps  Bros.,  well-known  merchants  of  Walnut 
Ridge,  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ark.,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1858.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a farm, 
and,  at  the  aw  of  seventeen  vears,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  father  and  brother,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years,  obtaining  a thorough  knowl 
edire  of  mercantile  affairs.  Later  on  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  M.  M.  McCarroll,  under  the  firm 
I name  of  McCarroll  A Phelj)s,  which  was  continued 


for  two  years,  when  he  bought  out  his  partner’s  in- 
terest, and  combined  it  with  A.  C.  Phelps  A Bros. 
IMr.  Phelps  owns  240  acres  of  good  land,  and  has 
160  acres  of  it  under  cultivation.  He  is  a Royal  1 
Arch  Mason,  also  a member  of  the  Council,  and  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Mattie  Brinkerhoff,  of  Warren.sbura-.  Afo 

O’  ' ? 

whoLu  he  married  on  September  15,  1889,  and  one  i 
child  has  been  born  to  them,  Otis  B.  Mrs.  Phelps'  j 
father  is  a minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 

Claiborne  Sullivan  Pinnell,  familiarly  known 
as  Uncle  “ Claib”  Pinnell,  has  been  a resident  of 
Northeast  Arkansas  for  about  lifty-one  years,  or 
over  half  a century.  He  was  born  in  what  was  j 
then  called  the  “ New  Purchase  ” of  Kentucky, 
October  27,  1817.  His  father  was  Peter  Pinnell. 
who  removed  to  Franklin  County.  AIo. , when  the 
son  was  an  infant,  and  afterward  settled  in  Greene 
County,  Ark.,  at  Crowley’s  Ridge,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  in  1842,  or  thereabouts. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Annie  Sullivan,  of  Kentuckv, 
whose  parents,  Clailiorue  Sullivan  and  wife,  nee 
Harvey,  were  South  Carolinians.  This  couple  were 
the  parents  of  nine  chiltlren,  C.  S.  Pinnell  being 
the  only  one  living,  so  far  as  known,  althouo-h  his 
oldest  brother,  Louis,  was  living  in  the  Choctaw 
Nation,  I.  T. , two  or  three  years  ago,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  The  mother  died  in  Law- 
rence County,  on  the  Cache  River,  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  Clailiorne  S.  Pinnell  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  as  his  father  always  lived  in  a very  new 
country,  where  schools  were  not  to  be  found  for 
love  nor  money,  and  teachers  were  few  and  far 
between,  his  education,  as  a consequence,  was  verv 
i limited.  When  nine  years  of  age  he  met  with  a 
painful  accident,  which  has  rendered  him  a cripple 
! all  his  life;  a colt  ran  away  with  him  one  day. 

and,  stepping  into  a hole,  threw  him  otf,  lueaking 
I his  right  arm  and  shouldiw,  which  has  prevented 
I him  from  doing  any  hard  labor  ever  since.  Not- 
1 withstanding  this  fact,  he  has  been  an  active  man 
’ all  his  life;  following  the  plow,  farmitig  and  rais- 
' ing  stock.  He  came  to  Lawrence  County  about 
i thirty  years  ago,  and  bought  160  acres  on  A'illage 
; Creek,  one  and  one  half  miles  north  of  Walnut 
I Ridge,  and  has  made  this  his  hom<'  ev«'r  since,  i>e- 


-r 


3 


I.  Ti 


I-  I IJl  1 )'  I ’ 1 ,i  I ' I . I ; ■ r > j 1 'U.'i 

■ I ('  ,!ii  I y . I ..t-'-’':*'' 
,l,;i  I ...  •••>  I*  ."I-' 

. :':}y  ' iJ'Mix  ii  !('  i'  ''  ' 

1 iM  1-*  ‘’iT  ■'  h ' I , > i 

,.rji  V ' ' r . ‘ ■ I " ' ■■■  • 

. I,  .ys  ■ ■•u'.  '1.1'  ria  -Mial/l  v;l" 

I . ' , 1 1'  / ' I ! J J,  • • i!  ’ ‘ ' ;'f  'i  i|  I ' Ll  w I ■ : I > 

] •[  ■ ■ |i,  I -.Mi.i  i t -I'lird.'  it  lilji'') 

, I ■ 1 . 1 * ■ I I I . 1 1 . i'i  ' 1 7 ‘ t ir  I tt  ^ t -Ml' 

, ’i.Mir-'  •tiM'in!':)' 

-'ll ■' I 

. ' V'';'  •;-r,  ‘'ti  iutif  ; 

. ..  .,.1  ' • - !.'■  ,r'~  '.,‘i  ■/.  ' "?■!' 

1 ■'.'.t'' *'■  ■'i''  - . I !.■  t ) .f' 

j,  C>1  r>’'VOti's  i qdrj 

■fo-d’-.n  xii  i ":  • isr.  s-.r./  i<— 

.,1,  -j  • .:ifA 

-I  .^>Hj  ii,  r.'d  Ul:;.: 


,i#f  -;ji  'i'l  *•:  >i:i  ' ‘ nJ '(t  O 

J.ia3f>  r/-;  . .(ubT'^fn  !;V'-i.'j‘iv  ..■lyj.;,'-!  lnuUV^ 
,/!i;rn/.,)  yjifir' j]/  ..i  (/(‘..I  -£,w .triH'iJ 
I’ti.J'l  <1^  :ti'  '•;«  V*  it  ul  U 

I 7i‘i:  ‘'l/S*  ,h.i  •ll'-itj'}./,  U 

111  loi!  ofi'iViiK' ' 4 ...  '..(/‘f/i'')  ./’jaffiv/iAl 

".U  i.r‘ilii  ;'  '1  ij  ~ -»{ *t>' ' ri  'f  ii.  1'  i liv.ujl*'* 

, . u t’j  Iff  I,  .ii/  'uiM  1'.' 

. j;n  uitrt3  iii  j<<:.  fi-ij'f.  V : 'I*;  I'Si f>7i'  >‘1  'U-m 
'if  m:<V  Jrj!  T 

illH'-t  .if 

.^K  ■ .foj;-/,;  •)!(!  .ilit'ifi’  n-vi 
.li)'.'/  < ,f.1  i 144  lu  uLi 

M('ir  r.ifit 

ritt  rii'j)CV4  ‘■■l-  -"  or».'  'u*  hi^j  irtlaorrj}' 

I:  >xrn>ioir  ‘.li  > .T..  '.j  f)g|j  qn,t 

4..iY  , ,;tiiin  i :''I  ill  frn»  .yhluoO 

(.'.t.t'r',  '..mM  :,.aWU(J.  ^ jjC  0.<  i'ool 

/I'filljt'i  *lt'i  liiiw  tnf»w 

'.I  •(■liji;  J -i.  .cl  -u  uniip'dl 

;;l  I ..  ->!'i  rt.i:  in  V 'vyj.'-V  MWt  l(oV 


V,  1 .i,v.7/  ' '..•I Unci  -^>(31  r..>  '>•'  •!■••’ 

.■ii^ /i  .V'  ' •■■■  .17  ':i  > n ^.'1  Ml’ 

• !.!■•'  't  i •'  ’7  i 'b  'in  ‘■/ill 

>(J  tiv'"!,:  ■ : ■ ,v  aL  ny 

-u-f,  .-In-'J  r .Un%i  te'iLu'  1 
■ ti  _ J !<’  . ' ' il  '•  ' ' 'I  - ''djlrX. 

^ ;■  •:  ' B" . injlipm  i'nl'i'  ' ' ' ' ••’*  . 

..  .|.’l  .-f.’-'t.  ,■■•'. 't?  i-  ■!'  I 

...  ,.' . iiM  ! '.•I ) Mino‘(ii;lc>  .11.  '■  ‘1 

...,;  ..w;-;;  it;  ;.■  -m;  V fil  'I  - >'^1  r.l  >'•"  .<n"nU  ■ 

■ui3  iulrii  ’ '"i  fo!X ‘J'sp-.y  r.I.j'.iii-itj  m ;'!.'"*/.  vi.h7.'';'n 
i7i!j'  7/7),  ■-r-M.i  1 7;,iis  ...i,,  .<■,, I mv.iI., 

; i!-.y  ..  •..  ' SI?  I'l.li  *1  •!<'■••<  -it/,  .i-.-v;  I't.  / 

I dJi'.*’  * ■ ■ “■>?**  *'■  ■ ‘ i '■**'  ‘ Ii  .'lu  tl 

•.l.rTf;”  ■;  (-.1 '!  T'-.t'.:  'd'  d'/?  '(I’.  'UJ'fj 

.y,:u  ft  i.'ijV  vr.Y/.'  a.’;  .tIot>  y I'.'b!  Kni,  Jf.'t 

arid  Yf-rulJ  .'dMiU;  olai  ,.!'.ot5  , 

' in* ?.Hil  ’iJoid*-''  .‘i''* f>oii  urxii  i I'.ixl 
'<  \y  '1 'W-M ■'(.}'  ■ ' :1  {.tYiiil  .■fi.rxi  I'oiii  find 

. li.  ' • ;7i.  i 

i (XT tifMi.'Ti'.'f  11 , i 1-d  'tiirrj'.'r . f-ti  t . .r'l't/if  p* 

/ SHt  >-'d  >".'.'7  , <■•>?'■•  Yi'Jidj  •' 

.-.  tifiV/  !t  1 tb.pSui  e*»if  '■'.‘.{■••nr  1 .ua  c-’.it, 
vi  fijif'd  fijii  4hi't  ol>a6r*:iid  bii'» 


..Ml,  •ntih  ~^ui  f.  ■-.  er^fod'J -.S  tv.' 

j'f!  .I'dvi  ■f.  i'.l  Uto.  ‘fd  i ' '1^'  L'l  ;»ineo  wb 

:id  »u  <v  lif'i  t.d.  1"'^^  f*HJ  ,jii 

f' .1:  t.'i.J't'i  hd  7'.'  :r;J  *ii' ' M >’iJ  .'vaaott*))^  a L-iinUs 

.7  lilt  d.-i:  •rt'.'j'.ii-.c  •«.' S'M.  oi 

. iSiiJi  .,a;.  7.0  U'iro'  ‘ l.j  .'fi  ulil  itliimo 

'lit  -.M* 'i.'i.-M'.l  e-pnd  .lo^iiioo  tf/iaulu 

■ ' 7 i'.  .■-■•inii  •'  vfo- ‘>.1  ,tui^  9<it  ai  aiiitoiiijiar : 

::SL  ,aohr 'fiilfri  tvi.  i;  a'sfi  dsidvr  3o  fesnas  00<> 
Mc}i  ft-  -id^du/I  *inii  1'..  •}w/i"uou:  j?  »:i  r-qled*! 
viapt'filM.lri  liK.-.a'i  La«  y 91/13 

d;yfi?'I  J,  liiq.i'/itiqvl-  'i.')  3oo<'.U  hiin 

•aijr.  K rti  plj-.v  t.id  daid'-Y  k>  .JmitAVi-iit 

i,.'iV  uttrifirdj  ett'idi  avftd  ytJtiX  .io«Bas*.t/a 

, . Biia  lol 

'io  9:  f.iod  <nii  IS?  j'ttrtjftq  .iiqlhjM  .O  supdayaJv 

iTiili/V  U>  awotid  Otw.  *tql-»d‘I 

,^:urip'J  9Uf>«‘sD  at  tnotl  eaw 

.(■.'■iiilp  Up.  Si? w ftii [ ylaus  c;H  -.Pwjt  ,12  'xsd 

■'ifl  /)*•> *‘fi  '■.■Xi.'ti'  ?o  nfll  ia  ,bns 

m id  /I'  b/id.  tiUR  i-.ixltai  sixi  io  vdlqaxo 

dT^pfiOUi)  .,xu;-xy  ‘tix.'i  Bfinlrtca 

j;  I'liuacl  '*d  (to  yljjmwYt.fii  lo  oj^ro 

lu-fd  Sit;  r-'iir/t  ihU- -U  Vi.  <bh/ qrdrapul'XUT 

ii'tdi.i.  dtVi  > (Ai  Ap  ,fq  '.d‘J  y*  iloTtcOaid^lo  «auai 


r-" 


- ■'1^ 


d'i 


llti'liA. 


9. 


Jk. 


812 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


sides  owning  another  farm  in  this  county,  the  two 
asTorrecratinf;  240  acres.  He  has  hunted  “ bar  ” all 
over  the  State,  and  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
ago  ho  killed  the  largest  panther  that  had  ever 
been  seen  in  that  neighborhood,  measuring  eleven 
feet  from  both  tips.  Mr.  Pinnell  has  made  a 
lengthy  trip  to  Oregon,  and  another  to  Texas,  but 
looks  upon  Lawrence  County  as  the  dearest  spot 
on  earth.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Minerva  C. 
Rhea,  a sister  of  M.  B.  Rhea,  and  has  had  nine 
childi'en.  Four  of  them  grew  to  maturity,  but  all  are 
now  deceased,  including  the  mother.  His  second 
wife  was  ]\L’s.  Amanda  E.  (Grayles)  Moore,  and  has 
had  no  children  by  this  lady,  although  his  wife 
has  a daughter  by  her  former  husband.  Mr.  Pin- 
nell is  a member  of  the  Ravenden  Springs  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  as  are  his  wife  and  step-daugh- 
ter, Mettie  Isabelle.  Grandfather  Claiborne  Sulli- 
van married  his  second  wife  in  his  ninety-eighth 
year,  living  two  or  three  years  afterwmrd,  showing 
the  remarkable  vitality  existing  in  the  family.  He 
was  a noted  Baptist  preacher  in  his  time.  Mr. 
Pinnell  was  an  ardent  hunter  in  his  younger  days, 
and  has  made  considerable  money  in  killing  wild 
game  and  selling  the  hides  and  furs.  He  tanned 
the  hide  of  the  “ painter  ” he  killed  some  years  .ago, 
and  made  a pair  of  shoes  out  of  it,  which  were 
quite  a curiosity,  on  account  of  the  associations 
connected  with  them. 

Col.  W.  M.  Ponder,  farmer  and  proprietor  of 
saw-mill,  was  born  in  Hickman  County,  Tenn. , 
October  12,  1823.  His  father  was  Amos  Ponder, 
of  Georgia,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Tennessee, 
moving  to  that  State  in  the  year  1800,  and  subse- 
quently to  Southeast  Missouri,  where  he  died,  in 
1868,  in  his  seventy  fourth  year.  Col.  Ponder’s 
mother  was  Miss  Nancy  Dudley,  of  Tennessee,  in 
which  State  she  met  and  was  married  to  his  father. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Mrs.  Ponder  died  in  the 
year  1879,  aged  about  seventy-two  years.  The 
Colonel  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Tennessee,  and 
received  a somewhat  limited  education  in  his  boy- 
hood days,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  schools  in 
that  section  of  the  State.  He  applied  himself  to  ' 
farm  work  until  he  reached  his  twenty-fourth  year,  | 


when  his  father  then  moved  to  Missouri.  Here  he  I 

■ _ I 

commenced  farming  and  merchandising,  and  also  ! 
dealing  in  produce  and  stock,  shipping  the  latter  ! 
to  the  New  Orleans  market  in  flatboats.  He  con-  • 
tinned  in  this  business  some  four  or  live  years,  ! 
and  was  then  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit,  county  ! 
and  probate  courts,  of  Ripley  County,  IMo. , which  i 
office  he  tilled  creditably  for  six  years.  He  was  i 
formerly  assessor  for  one  or  two  terms  in  that  i 
county.  After  his  term  was  finished  in  the  court,  i 
he  began  farming  and  milling  on  quite  an  extensive  j 
scale,  and  was  rapidly  approaching  the  highest  : 
pinnacle  of  success  in  his  business,  when  the  dread- 
ful news  of  war  came  to  his  ears.  He  left  his  in-  ; 
terests  and  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Regiment.  Mis-  i 
souri  State  Guards,  under  Col.  Low'e,  of  Gen.  Jeff  ! 
Thompson’s  brigade.  His  first  battle  was  at  ' 
Fredericktown,  Mo.,  where  he  lost  several  relatives  | 
and  friends  in  the  fight.  Subsequently  he  entered  j 
the  Confederate  army,  where  his  bravery  and  [ 
knowledge  of  the  tactics  of  war  pushed  him  rap-  | 
idly  to  the  front,  being  promoted  from  sergeant 
through  the  different  grades  to  colonel.  He  held  i 
that  rank  and  commanded  the  Seventh  Missouri 
Infantry  in  the  Confederate  army  and  served  until  | 
the  surrender  at  Shreveport,  La.,  about  the  25th  , 
of  June,  1805.  After  peace  had  been  declared 
he  came  to  Arkansas  and  bought  200  acres  of  ' 
land,  a couple  of  miles  from  the  present  town  of  i 
Walnut  Ridge.  He  then  went  to  work  with  a 
vim  and  energy  that  were  truly  heroic,  consid- 
ering the  fact  that  he  was  bare-footed  at  the  time,  | 
and  did  not  even  have  so  much  as  a bed  or  a chair 
for  his  habitation.  Two  years  later  his  perse-  i 
verance  began  to  tell,  and  success  was  slowly  but 
surely  coming  over  the  horizon  of  his  adversity.  i 
He  commenced  merchandising  and  farming,  and 
in  connection  with  these  operated  saw-mills  and  a 
cotton-gin,  and  in  1873  he  came  to  Walnut  Ridge, 
and  bought  some  of  the  land  on  which  the  present 
town  site  is  situated.  Ho  also  laid  off  the  town  of  | 
Doniphan,  Mo.,  and  was  the  first  man  to  build  a 
cabin,  and  sold  the  first  yard  of  calico  in  that  place. 

He  remained  in  Walnut  Ridge  for  ten  years,  and 
also  laid  off  the  town  site  of  that  place  on  his 
arrival  in  1873.  He  built  the  first  residence  in 
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Walnut  Ridge,  and  was  instrumental  in  securing 
the  location  for  the  Eastern  district  court-house, 
and  also  largely  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches. 
Ho  is  a member  of  the  IMasonic  order  and  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  also  the  ruling  elder  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Colonel  was  hrst 
married,  in  1846,  to  xMiss  Mary  Kittrell,  of  South- 
east Mitsouri,  and  has  had  two  children,  one  sur- 
viving, Nancy  S.,  widow  of  Thomas  Minton,  of 
Walnut  Ridge.  Mrs.  Ponder  died  in  xlpril.  1856, 
and  he  afterward  married,  in  x4.pril,  1857,  Miss 
Susan  Hudspeth,  of  Missouri.  Two  children  were 
bom  to  them,  both  of  them  dying  since.  His 
wife  died  in  January,  1862,  and  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  to  5Iiss  Mary  ^Montgomery,  of  Vir- 
ginia. Six  children  were  the  result  of  this  mar- 
riage, of  whom  five  are  living;  Andrew,  Hariy 
Lee,  George  W.,  Edgar  E.  and  Susan.  Col. 
Ponder  increased  his  farm  of  200  acres  to  2,600, 
and  is  also  president  of  the  M’alnut  Ridge  & Hoxie 
Street  Car  Company.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Lawrence 
County,  is  a Democrat  in  polities,  and  in  1882-83 
represented  his  county  in  the  State  legisl at nre,  and 
was  county  judge  in  1873-74. 

Wilson  Price,  postmaster  and  a well-known 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Taylor,  was  born  in 
Union  County,  N.  C.,  July  27,  1836.  His  parents 
are  Valentine  and  Caroline  (Hargett)  Price,  of  the 
same  State,  who,  a few  years  after  their  marriage, 
first  moved  to  Smith  County,  Tenn.,  where  they 
remained  for  three  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1849 
settled  in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  at  a point  near 
Smithville,  where  they  resided  until  the  father’s 
death,  in  1864.  Wilson  Price  was  reared  and 
has  lived  in  this  county  since  his  thirteenth  year. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his 
maturity,  and  then  commenced  in  life  for  himself. 
He  was  married  in  his  twenty-second  year,  and 
located  on  a farm  near  Smithville,  where  he  culti- 
vated the  soil  until  he  came  to  his  present  resi- 
dence, in  1876.  Mr.  Price  has  always  been  a man 
of  industrious  and  progressive  habits,  and  it  did 
not  take  him  long  to  ol)tain  a fair  competence.  He 
bought  laud  and  added  to  his  possessions  when- 


ever he  saw  a good  chance  to  invest,  and  now 
owns  over  1,000  acres  of  the  best  land  in  Arkan- 
sas, with  some  300  acres  of  it  cleared.  The  entire 
amount  is  comprised  in  four  tracts,  and  is  all  sit- 
uated in  Lawrence  County.  Mr.  Price  was  mar- 
ried in  this  county  on  January  7,  1858,  to  Miss 
Susan  Ann  Davis,  a daughter  of  Ross  Davis,  of 
Tennessee,  but  on  October  11,  1879,  this  lady 
died,  leavingf  eight  children  to  survive  her:  Sarah 
Ann,  wife  of  John  Bilberry;  Nile  A.,  George  L. , 
David P.,  Fillmore, Charles  D.,  Philip  V.,  and  Lutz, 
a young  lady.  Nile  A.,  and  George  L.  are  both 
married.  Mr.  Price  has  also  lost  five  children,  who 
died  in  early  childhood.  His  second  wife  was  a 
widow  lady,  Mrs.  Mary  Steadman,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1881,  this  lady  dying  in  1885,  and  leaving 
one  daughter,  Hattie  U.  He  married  his  present 
! wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Nancy  Rider,  of  In- 
dependence County,  on  July  3,  1887.  Both  Mr. 

I and  Mrs.  Price  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  the  former  is  a deacon,  and  they  are 
deeply  interested  in  all  matters  concerning  its  wel- 
fare. In  1885  he  established  a general  merchan- 
dise store,  and  by  his  methods  of  doing  business, 
soon  built  up  a good  patronage.  A postoffice  was 
i opened  up  in  his  place  of  business  in  April,  1886, 
and  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  having  had 
charge  of  the  office  since  then. 

Greene  E.  Raney,  a prosperous  and  well-known 
farmer  of  Smithville,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  near  that  town,  September  20,  1850.  He 
is  a son  of  Morgan  Raney,  also  a native  of  Arkansas, 
born  March  18,  1818,  and  died  in  1877.  Samuel 
Raney,  the  grandfather  of  Greene  E.,  was  a Vir- 
ginian by  birth,  who  married  and  settled  in  [Mis- 
souri, where  he  reared  part  of  his  family.  His  son, 
Morgan  Raney,  was  the  youngest  of  eight  chil- 
dren, and  was  born  in  Arkansas,  in  which  State  he 
lived  all  his  life,  never  having  evinced  any  desire  to 
go  out  of  it.  Morgan  Raney  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  able  men  of  his  day,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  owned  about  1,880  acres  of  fine  land, 
with  a good  portion  of  it  under  cultivation.  At 
the  time  of  his  decease  he  presented  each  of  his 
children  with  S2.000  cash,  and  a tine  farm,  since 
I which  time  the  land  has  doubled  in  value.  He  was 
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married  to  Miss  Nancy  Taylor,  of  Lawrence  Conn- 
ty,  Ark.,  who  was  born  in  1827,  and  died  in  the 
year  1807,  meeting  her  death  through  a very  pain- 
ful accident  while  coming  from  church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  them 
now  dead,  with  the  exception  of  Leah,  wife  of  G. 
W.  Brady,  postmaster  of  Smithville,  and  Greene 
E.  Raney.  His  second  marriage  was  with  Miss 
Elvira  Janes,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Loey 
G.  and  an  infant,  both  deceased.  Greene  E.  Ra- 
ney was  reared  in  this  (Lawrence)  County,  and, 
like  his  father,  prefers  to  remain  on  the  soil  of  Ar- 
kans.as  all  his  life.  He  began  farming  for  himself 
after  his  father’s  death,  and  the  same  energy  that 
characterized  the  latter  was  part  of  his  own  spirit, 
as  he  has  demonstrated  by  his  present  prosperity. 
His  brother,  John  W.,  enlisted  in  the  army,  and 
was  killed  during  the  war,  while  he  remained  at 
home  to  assist  his  father,  who  needed  his  help. 
After  the  death  of  the  elder  Raney,  he  took  charge 
of  the  entire  estate,  and  has  brought  it  up  to  its 
present  proportions.  He  was  married  October  22, 
1873,  to  Miss  Sarah  Jackson,  of  Sharp  County, 
Ark.,  a daughter  of  Marcus  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them  by  this  union: 
Lotta,  Ernest  and  Joseph  M. , all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  three  others  who  died  very  young.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raney  are  members  of  the  iMethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  Mr.  Raney  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  He  is  a prominent  man  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  advancement  and  improven)ent 
of  his  county,  and  is  one  of  the  most  liberal,  open- 
hearted  men  in  that  section. 

Moses  Bolling  Rhea  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  Lawrence  County,  and  has  been  here  over 
fifty-four  years.  There  is  only  one  citizen  in  the 
above  county,  C.  S.  Pinnell,  who  has  been  in  this 
section  longer  than  Mr.  Rhea.  He  was  bom  in 
Warren  County,  Tenn.,  June  6,  1822.  and  is  the 
son  of  Obadiah  Rhea,  of  East  Tennessee,  who  set- 
tled in  Arkansas  about  the  year  1835,  and  located 
within  fifteen  miles  of  the  i)resent  town  of  Walnut 
Ridge,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1855. 
The  wife  of  Obadiah  Rhea  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Lit- 
tlepage,  of  Tennessee.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Their 


names  are:  Moses  B.,  Thomas,  a farmer  of  Greene 
County;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  James  G.  Ruther- 
ford, residing  near  the  old  homestead;  Nancy,  wife 
of  James  Edward,  of  Greenslmro,  Ark. ; 5Iary,  the 
wife  of  C.  C.  Grayson,  of  Greene  County;  Emily, 
the  wife  of  Allan  Pierce,  a resitient  of  Cache  Town- 
ship. This  is  indeed  a remarkable  showing  for 
one  family.  Six  of  the  ten  children  are  living,  the 
oldest  being  sixty-eight  years  old  and  the  youngest 
fifty- four  years.  They  have  outlived  every  family 
who  settled  in  Lawrence  County,  at  about  the  same 
time,  and  have  more  living  members  as  a proof  of 
their  longevity  than  any  other  of  the  early  settlers. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  in  1871  or  1872.  Moses  B.  was 
thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  first  came  to  Law- 
rence County,  but  resided  in  Greene  County,  until 
his  twenty-third  year,  before  he  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm,  seven  miles  east  of  5\’alnut  Ridge.  He 
has  been  a farmer  all  his  life,  and  a very  success- 
ful one,  ownincr  some  1,200  acres  of  land,  of  which 
550  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and  Ivesides  his 
lands,  he  owns  considerable  stock.  His  children 
have  cause  to  remember  him  with  gratitude,  as  he 
has  presented  each  of  them  with  a good  farm.  He 
first  started  in  life  for  himself  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  with  nothing  but  a mare  and  colt.  The 
meagerness  of  his  worldly  possessions,  however, 
did  not  disturb  him  in  the  least,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  his  industry  secured  for  him  almost  all 
of  the  freighting  between  Cape  Girardeau.  IMem- 
phis,  Powhatan,  Jacksonport,  Forest  City  and 
other  points,  and  no  doubt  he  has  hauled  more 
freight  than  any  other  man  in  Lawrence  County. 
He  fought  under  Price  during  the  war,  and  was  in 
that  general’s  raids  through  Missouri  and  Kansas. 
Hard  work  never  affects  him  ajiparently,  and  he 
keeps  it  up  steadily  on  the  farm.  His  principles 
were  toward  the  Union  at  first,  but  he  afterward 
changed  to  be  a strong  Southern  man.  In  his 
early  days  he  was  a Whig,  and  mingled  in  politics 
considerably,  but  under  no  circumstances  would  he 
ever  accept  an  office,  although  often  urged  to  do 
so.  He  was  married  February  8,  1844,  to  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Lamb,  of  Alaliama,  whose  parents.  Will 
iam  and  IMary  (See)  Lamb,  were  among  the  ear- 
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Her  settlers  of  this  county.  She  died  in  ISdT,  and 
Mr.  Rh  ea  was  a^ain  married  in  18HS  to  Clementine 
Seego.  This  wife  died  in  ISGU,  and  in  1870  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Slavin,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  1871.  His  fourth  wife  was  Miss  Sarah 
Daily,  who  died  in  1876,  and  his  present  wife  is 
Miss  Ruth  Kinyon,  who  has  lived  in  this  county 
about  thirty-eight  years.  Mr.  Rhea  is  the  father 
of  sixteen  children,  only  live  of  whom  are  liviuer: 
Murciuda,  wife  of  William  Heuuessee;  JohuxA,  of 
Walnut  Ridge:  Flavius,  married;  Laura  Daily, 
who  lives  near  the  homestead;  James  and  William, 
who  live  at  home. 

John  A.  Rhea,  proprietor  of  Walnut  Ridge  liv- 
ery stables,  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ark., 
September  30,  1854,  and  came  to  Lawrence  County, 
when  twelve  years  of  age.  He  received  but  a lim- 
ited amount  of  schooling  in  his  young  days,  and 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm.  On  July  3,  1876, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Cooper,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Ibbie  (Willis)  Cooper,  early  settlers 
of  this  county.  After  his  marriage  he  commenced 
farming  for  himself,  but  shortly  afterward  gave  up 
that  occupation,  and  came  to  Lawrence  County  in 
the  year  1877,  where  he  opened  a hotel.  Five 
years  later  he  went  into  the  business  of  buying 
and  selling  horses,  and  then  started  a livery,  which 
he  has  fostered  into  a complete  success.  It  is  the 
only  livery  stable  in  the  Eastern  district  of  Law- 
rence County,  and  commands  quite  a large  trade. 
He  also  buys  and  sells  horses,  and  is  the  owner  of 
a farm  of  143  acres,  of  which  133  acres  are  under" 
cnltivation.  The  ’bus  line  running  between  Wal- 
nut Ridge  and  Hoxie  is  controlled  by  him,  and  he 
has  the  mail  contract  between  those  points.  In 
politics  Mr.  Rhea  is  a Democrat,  and  was  the  first 
town  marshal  of  Walnut  Ridge.  He  has  two 
children,  Harry  and  Annie  L. 

Dr.  J.  V.  Richardson,  whose  name  is  well 
known  throughout  Northeast  .Arkansas,  was  born 
in  Spencer  County,  Ind.,  on  the  Sth  of  April, 
1838.  His  parents  were  J.  V.  and  Elizabeth  (Ev. 
erton)  Richardson,  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana, 
respectively,  who  moved  to  xA.rkansas  in  1844,  and 
settled  in  Sharp  County,  where  they  lived  until  tlie 
year  1861.  They  then  removed  to  Texas,  but 


came  back  to  Arkansas  in  1866,  and  located  in  Ful- 
ton County,  w'luu'e  the  elder  Richardson  still  resides 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  his  Avife  dying  about 
the  year  1870.  Dr.  Richardson  came  to  this  State 
with  his  father  Avhen  a boy  of  eight  years,  and  re- 
mained Avith  him  until  he  had  reached  his  matur- 
i ity.  He  then  commenced  the  study  of  merlicinein 
i Jackson  and  Lawrence  Counties,  under  the  guid- 
I ance  of  the  then  celebrated  Dr.  Hatfield,  and  in 
j 1860  first  began  practicing  in  Jackson  County. 

' In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a 
private,  but  was  shortly  afterAvard  promotetl,  and 
sent  out  on  detached  duty.  He  visited  his  home 
again  in  1863.  and  in  the  spring  of  the  folloAving 
j year  rejoined  his  company,  and  served  until  his 
I surrender  at  Jacksonport,  in  June,  1865.  The 
: Doctor  fought  in  the  battles  at  Little  Rock,  Inde- 
j pendence  (Mo.),  Kansas  City,  Big  Blue,  Boous- 
j boro  (Ark.),  and  in  Price's  raids  through  Missouri. 

1 After  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  Jackson 
County,  and  resumed  his  practice  and  farming 
until  1873,  Avhen  he  moA’ed  to  Lawrence  County, 
and  located  in  the  neighborhood  of  where  he  noAV 
i resides.  He  continued  in  his  profession  up  to 
I 1879,  Avhen  he  built  a store-room,  and  in  1880  be- 
' gan  dealing  in  general  merchandise.  He  has  been 
J very  active  in  commercial  life  and  farming  since 
'•  then,  giving  up  his  practice  entirely,  and  has  noAv 
I built  up  a successful  business,  and  is  one  of  the 
j leading  merchants  of  that  section.  The  Doctor 
’ was  first  married  June  11,  1865,  in  Jackson  Coun- 
I ty,  to  Miss  Sarah  Johnson,  AV'ho  died  June  4, 

I 1870.  There  Avere  two  children  by  this  marriage: 
i William  D.,  who  died  in  his  twelfth  year,  and  Ma- 
; hala  E.,  Avife  of  William  BeaA'ers,  of  this  county. 

I He  married  his  present  Avife  in  Jackson  County,  in 
1875.  The  lady’s  name  Avas  formerly  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Brackenridge,  a daughter  of  James  Bracken- 
ridge,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Jackson  County. 
There  are  four  children  by  this  marriage:  Ada, 

Gilbert,  Aggie  and  May.  Dr.  Richardson  is  a 
member  of  Thornburj;  Lodge  No.  371.  .1.  F.  A .V. 
M. , and  is  IMaster  of  his  lodge.  He  is  also  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  a member  of  Walnut  Ridge  Chap- 
ter, ami  has  represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand 
I Lodge  on  sevenil  occasions.  He  has  serA’ed  as  \\  or- 
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shipful  IMnster  for  six  or  seven  years,  and  has  a 
lodge-room  over  his  store-room. 

Hamilton  W.  Richey  is  a sou  of  John  Richey, 
of  Virginia,  who  moved  to  Indiana  in  his  younger 
days,  and  married  Miss  Polly  Woods,  of  that 
State,  locating  in  Gilisou  County,  where  Ham- 
ilton was  born  December  29,  1829.  John  Richey 
followed  his  occupation  of  farming  in  Indiana  un- 
til the  year  1841,  when  he  removed  to  Arkansas, 
and  settled  in  Lawrence  County.  He  resided  in 
that  place,  and  reared  his  family,  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  passed 
away,  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  Up  to  the 
time  of  his  decease  Mr.  Richey  had  been  a sur- 
vivor of  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  at  Mobile, 

Ala.,  when  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  was  foun'ht.  | 

“ I 

He  was  also  a captain  of  militia  during  his  resi-  j 
dence  in  Indiana.  Hamilton  W.  Richey  came  to  ] 
Arkansas  when  in  his  fourteenth  year,  and  is  the  i 
oldest  of  three  surviving  sons,  out  of  a family  of 
eight  who  grew  to  maturity  and  had  families  of 
their  own.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  his 
twenty-third  year,  and  was  then  united  in  marriage 
to  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Richey,  December  12,  1852, 
the  lady  being  a widow,  and  a native  of  Lawrence  i 
County.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  on  a 
small  farm  in  Flat  Creek,  and,  in  the  spring  of 
1807,  moved  to  their  present  home.  Mr.  Richev 
commenced  clearing  his  land  at  once,  and  at  the 
present  time  has  almost  225  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  owns  altogether  about  700  acres  of  land, 
on  different  tracts,  a portion  of  it  being  cleared, 
and  owes  his  present  prosperity  to  his  own  enter- 
prise, having  but  very  little  property  when  he  first 
started  in  life.’-  Mr.  Richey  is  one  of  the  sulrstau- 
tial  and  progressive  men  to  whom  Lawrence 
County  can  point  with  pride,  and  by  his  industry 
and  economy  has  placed  himself  upon  a basis 
where  others  must  look  at  him  with  admiration. 
In  March,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army,  becoming  a member  of  the  First  Arkansas 
Battalion,  and  served  tintil  taken  prisoner,  at  Port 
Hudson,  July  8,  1863.  The  command  was  again 
re-organized  the  following  fall,  and  then  Mr. 
Richey  held  tile  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  caj)acity  until  his  surrender,  at  Jack- 


sonport.  Ark.,  where  he  was  paroled  in  June,  1865. 
He  had  tw'o  children  by  his  first  w'ife.  both  of  them 
I deceased,  and  his  wife  also  dying  in  1857.  He 
contracted  a second  marriage,  his  wife  being  Mi  ss 
Mary  Wayland,  of  Arkansas,  who  died  in  1876, 
leaving  six  children:  David  H.,  John  H.  and  Jo- 

seph W.,  while  three  others  lived  to  maturity,  and 
two  married  l)efore  their  deaths  occurred.  Their 
names  are  Hamilton  W.,  Sarah  Ann  M.  and 
Amanda  J.  Mr.  Richey  was  again  married,  his 
third  wife  being  Miss  Mattie  E.  Walker,  of  Gib- 
' son  County,  Tenn.,  and  has  had  two  children  by 
j this  marriage,  Nora  May  and  Mattie  Aoma.  He 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term,  was  re- 
elected to  a second  term.  Mr.  Richey  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he 
is  also  a member  of  the  Agricultural  Wheel. 

James  P.  Rogers,  a w-ell-known  farmer  of 
Cache  Township,  was  born  in  Middle  Tennessee, 
March  10,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  John  B.  Rog- 
i ers,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  who  settled  in 
Tennessee  about  the  year  1846,  and  from  there 
came  to  Arkansas  and  located  on  Black  River, 
eight  miles  or  more  east  of  Pocahontas,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  two  years  later.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Ann  S.  Collier,  of  North  Carolina,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Collier,  who  settled  in  Arkan- 
sas about  the  year  1850  and  located  on  Black 
River,  in  Randolph  County,  in  which  place  he  pur- 
i chased  half  a section  of  land.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  that  region  and  lived  there  until 
his  death,  in  1855,  or  thereabouts.  Mrs.  Rogers 
is  still  living  and  resides  in  Red  River  County, 
Tex.,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  She  is  the 
' mother  of  twelve  children,  seven  of  them  living, 
whose  names  are:  James  P.  Rogers,  Martha  L., 

widow  of  William  Sutton,  a resident  of  Red  River 
County,  Tex.;  John  C.  and  Henry  C.,  twins,  the 
former  a resident  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  and  the 
latter  near  Arkadelphia,  Ark.;  Mary  E.,  the  wife 
of  John  W.  Scoggiu,  of  Red  River  County,  Tex. : 
Senora,  wife  of  Samuel  Daniels,  and  Robert  Lee, 
also  of  Red  River  County,  Tex.  James  P.  Rogers 
spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  on  a farm  in  Teii- 
' nessee,  and  in  his  twenty-second  year  went  to 
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Sherman,  Tex.,  where  he  worked  as  a carpenter. 
He  then  traveled  through  the  Indian  Territory  for 
a short  time,  after  which  lie  undertook  the  busi- 
ness of  freighting  between  Paul's  Valley  and  Fort 
Sill.  His  next  trip  was  back  to  Texas,  along  the 
Red  River,  and  after  finding  a suitable  location  he 
commenced  farming.  He  continued  at  various  oc- 
cupations until  the  year  1871,  when  he  came  to 
Randolph  County,  Ark.,  and  bought  120  acres  of 
land,  and  on  December  23,  1872,  was  married  to 
Miss  Ellen  E.  Brooks,  a daughter  of  Albert  W.  W. 
Brooks,  who  has  the  reputation  of  being  the 
wealthiest  man  in  Randolph  County,  Ark.  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Rogers  then  came  to  Cache  Township,  in 
Lawrence  County,  and  settled  on  a farm  of  240 
acres,  of  which  115  acres  are  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation.  He  owns  440  acres  more  in  two  tracts 
of  laud  in  Randolph  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers 
are  the  j)arents  of  seven  children,  five  of  them 
living,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows:  John 
A.,  William  H. , Julia  xY,  Magnolia,  IMary  Susan. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Honor,  and  a man  held  in  high  esteem. 

Charles  C.  Rogers,  attorney  and  county  ex- 
aminer, was  born  in  Madison  County,  Tenn. , April 
1,  1852.  He  is  a son  of  Hon.  D.  S.  and  Nancy  G. 
(Taylor)  Rogers,  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
respectively.  After  his  marriage,  the  elder  Rog- 
ers resided  in  Tennessee  for  a number  of  years, 
where  he  farmed  to  a considerable  extent,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  was  chairman  of  the  county  court 
of  Madison  County.  In  his  sixty- fifth  year  Mr. 
Rogers  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  but  as  he  had  al- 
ways declined  to  practice,  his  membership  was  con- 
ferred more  as  an  honor.  Previous  to  the  war  he 
had  been  elected  a member  of  the  legislature,  and 
for  almost  twenty-five  years,  continuously,  he  held 
the  ofiice  of  justice  of  the  peace.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  the  spring  of  1880,  leaving  behind  him  a 
name  respected  and  honored  wherever  mentioned. 
Charles  C.  Rogers  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm 
in  Tennessee.  His  facilities  for  attending  school 
in  his  youth  were  very  meager,  but,  knowing  the 
advantages  of  a good  education  in  order  to  make  a 
success  in  life,  he  applied  himself  studiously  to  his 
books  at  every  opportunity,  and  now  not  only  is 


he  posted  in  the  common  and  higher  English 
branches,  but  is  also  well  versed  in  Greek  and 
Latin.  After  mastering  his  studies,  Mr.  Rogers 
taught  school  himself  in  Tennessee  for  five  terms, 
and  for  one  term  in  Arkansas.  In  1875  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  at  the  Cumberland  Law 
School,  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  and  completed  his  full 
course.  He  then  located  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  ' 
in  1881  was  offered  the  editorial  chair  of  a news- 
paper in  that  city,  which  he  occupied  for  eight  ^ 
mouths,  his  work  during  that  time  attracting  wide- 
spread attention.  In  1882  he  moved  to  Powhatan, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  law.  He  has  been  successful  from 
the  very  beginning,  and  now  ranks  as  one  of  the 
best  lawyers  in  Northeast  Arkansas.  Mr.  Rogers 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Ella  Croom,  a charming 
widow,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  been  the  companion 
of  his  youth.  Mrs.  Rogers  has  one  daughter  l)y  j 
her  former  marriage,  and  her  union  with  5Ir. 
Rogers  has  given  them  a son — Willie  P.  Rogers.  ! 

o I 

They  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  of  which  Mr.  Rogers  is  steward, 
and  the  latter  also  holds  the  office  of  county  ex-  i 
aminer,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1888. 

Dr.  D.  B.  Rudy,  physician  and  surgeon,  is  a 
man  of  whom  it  can  be  truly  said  that  he  has 
reached  the  top  round  in  his  profession.  He  was 
born  in  Henderson  County,  Ky.,  December  24. 
1851,  and  is  a son  of  William  R.  and  Jane  P. 
(Smith)  Rudy,  both  of  the  same  county  and  State, 
the  father  being  an  extensive  stock  raiser  and 
farmer.  The  Doctor  grew  to  manhood  in  Hender- 
son County,  and  in  his  youth  received  the  best  ed- 
ucation to  be  had.  He  attended  the  high  schools 
and  also  the  Cairo  Academy,  of  Cairo,  that  county, 
and  in  1871  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Dr.  Samuel  Furman,  of  Cairo,  a noted 
physician  of  that  period.  He  obtained  his  first 
I course  of  medical  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Louisville,  and  graduated  in  1875.  His  first  lo- 
cation was  in  McLean  County,  Ky. . where  he 
practiced  until  the  fall  of  187r>,  and  then  moved 
to  Sharp  County,  Ark.  In  1878  he  left  Sharp 
County  and  returned  to  the  University  to  pursuit 
I his  studies  still  further,  and  graduated  on  51arch 
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HISTOKY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


1,  1879.  He  thea  came  to  Lawrence  County,  Ark., 
in  May,  1879,  and  commenced  practicing,  and  is 
now  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  med- 
ical profession.  The  Doctor  was  married  at  Smith- 
ville,  Ark.,  to  Mi.ss  Belle  Henderson  in  1880,  who 
died  seven  years  later,  leaving  three  children.  His 
second  marriage  was  to  IMiss  Baralee  Fortenberry, 
of  Lawx’ence  County,  in  18S8,  and  the  result  of 
this  happy  union  has  been  one  child.  The  names 
of  those  children  by  his  first  wife  are  Maud,  Anna 
Belle  and  William  B. , and  the  child  of  his  last 
wife  is  James  Frederick.  The  Doctor  has  built 
up  a splendid  practice,  and  owns  considerate  prop- 
erty in  Lawrence  County.  He  is  a very  popular 
man,  owing  it  to  both  his  skill  as  a physician  and 
his  personal  magnetism.  He  also  devotes  a por- 
tion of  his  attention  to  stock  raising:  and  farming:, 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  both,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Lawrence  County  Medical  Society. 

Silas  Ruffner,  of  Walnut  Ridge,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  citizens  of  Lawrence  County.  He  was  born 
in  New  Madrid  County,  Mo.,  in  1836,  and  is  the 
same  age  as  that  of  his  adopted  State — Arkansas. 
His  father  was  Elias  Ruffner,  of  what  is  now  j 
Kanawha  County,  W.  Va. , who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  The  elder  Ruffner  moved  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Indiana,  and  afterward  to  Illinois,  Wiscon- 
sin, Arkansas  and  Texas.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1844,  and  located  at  Crowley's  Ridge,  in  Poinsett 
County,  and  in  1857  rexnoved  to  Texas,  where  he 
contracted  pneumonia,  and  died  the  same  year, 
aged  sixty  years.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy 
Phillips,  of  Virginia,  and  had  five  children,  four 
of  them  living  in  Lawrence  County  and  one  in 
Prairie  County.  The  mother  is  still  living  in  the 
former  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy -eight  years, 
and  has  full  possession  of  all  her  faculties.  Silas 
Ruffner  was  reared  as  a farmen.  and  had  been  in 
that  business  until  within  the  past  three  years. 
He  has  had  but  a limited  education,  but  is  a man 
of  strong  will  and  a determination  that  overcomes 
I all  obstacles.  He  has  resided  the  greater  portion 
I of  his  life  in  Lawrence  County,  having  come  here  ' 
j in  the  year  1850,  and  can  recount  a score  of  rem- 
1 iniscences  of  the  early  days  of  this  State.  He  first  I 
I lived  in  Poinsett  and  Jackson  Counties,  and  re- 


! members  when  Jacksonport,  in  the  latter  county. 

was  merely  a canebrake.  He  can  also  remember 
! when  the  Jacksonport  and  Pocahontas  country  road 
was  opened,  which  covered  a distance  of  sixty-two 
miles,  and  had  but  one  house  upon  it.  which  was 
called  the  “Stranger’s  Home.’’  as  that  was  the 
only  place  of  accomodation  on  the  entire  road.  In 
1886  Mr.  Ruffner  established  himself  in  the  mer- 
I chandising  busine.ss  at  W’alnut  Ridge,  and  has  had 
very  fair  success.  He  is  a member  of  Walnut 
Ridge  Lodge  No.  19731,  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
also  a member  of  the  town  council.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  Capt.  Henry’s  company,  and  served  three 
and  one-half  years  through  the  war.  He  was  dis- 
charged June  5,  1865,  and  held  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant  at  the  time  of  his  release.  He  has  been 
married  four  times,  two  of  his  wives  having  been 
sisters,  and  all  four  of  them  cousins.  He  has  had 
eleven  children  altogether,  and  seven  of  them  are 
still  living:  Savannah  (the  wife  of  John  E.  John- 

son, of  Walnut  Ridge),  Joseph  and  Nancy  Owen 
(who  reside  in  this  county),  Williger  (the  wife  of 
Edgar  O’Neal,  of  the  “Stranger’s  Home”),  Julia 
(the  wife  of  Davis  Ruffner,  of  this  county),  Henry, 
George  and  John.  He  has  married  for  the  fifth 
time,  his  present  wife  having  been  Rachel  Up- 
church. Mr.  Ruffner  is  in  splendid  health,  and 
has  never  taken  a cupful  of  medicine  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  existence,  nor  touched  a drink  of 
whisky.  In  politics,  he  is  a Democrat. 

T.  A.  J.  Runyan,  M.  D.,  one  of  Lawrence 
County’s  popular  citizens,  and  a physician  of 
excellent  reputation,  was  born  in  Vermillion 
County,  Ind. . in  the  year  1829.  He  is  a son  of 
William  and  Melinda  (Murey ) Runyan,  of  Tennes- 
see and  Kentucky,  respectively,  who  were  married 
in  Tennessee,  and  moved  to  the  State  of  Illiuois, 
shortly  after.  Dr.  Runyan  received  his  education 
from  the  district  schools  in  his  earlier  days,  and 
later  on  at  the  Academy  of  Georgetown.  Tenn. 
He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  1855. 
under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  John  L.  Yarnell,  a 
celelxrated  physician  in  those  day,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  leailing  men  in  his  profession.  He  also 
practiced  five  years  under  the  care  of  an  elder 
brother.  Dr.  51.  D.  L.  Runyan.  While  at  Nashville 
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taking  a course  of  lectures,  the  Doctor  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  one  of  his  eyes  by  erysipelas, 
which  caused  him  to  give  up  his  studies  for  a time. 
This,  however,  did  not  deter  him  from  mastering 
the  intricacies  of  his  chosen  profession,  and  in 
1864  he  resumed  the  study  of  medicine.  He  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1863,  and  located  in  what  is  now 
Sharp  County,  and  commenced  building  up  his  i 
practice  within  four  miles  of  w'here  he  now  resides.  ■ 
He  is- the  oldest  physician  residing  in  this  part  of 
the  county,  and,  besides  his  profession,  is  the  owner 
of  a largo  and  very  productive  farm.  He  has 
upward  of  200  acres  under  cultivation,  besides 
other  lands  in  various  sections,  all  of  which  he  has 
accumulated  by  his  own  industry.  The  Doctor  was 
practically  penniless  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
his  present  prosperity  is  a good  evidence  of  his 
indomitable  pluck  and  energy.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Alary  A.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  and 
eight  children  have  been  given  them  to  brighten 
the  home,  four  of  whom  have  died.  The  names 
of  those  living  are:  Ester  Jane,  wife  of  Henry 
Doyle;  Martha  iM.,  wife  of  James  AI.  Turner; 
William,  and  Josephine,  wife  of  J.  W'.  AIcLaugh- 
lin.  The  dead  are:  iMarcus,  an  infant  not  named,  I 
Eliza  Ann  and  Melinda.  The  Doctor  is  a member  ; 
of  Lodge  No.  126  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  AI. 

John  J.  Sharp,  one  of  the  principal  farmers 
and  stock  raisers  in  Lawrence  County,  was  born 
in  this  county,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1846.  He  is 
a son  of  John  Sharp,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  and  State,  in  1818.  and  a grandson  of  Sol 
omon  Sharp,  one  of  the  first  settlers  to  till  the  soil 
of  Arkansas.  His  grandfather  began  farming  and 
stock  raising  on  his  arrival  in  this  section,  and  that  ! 
particular  business  has  been  followed  by  father  and 
son  for  three  generations.  Their  first  location  was 
on  the  place  now  owned  by  Capt.  Stewart,  near 
Powhatan.  John  Sharp  was  a soldier  in  the  Mex- 
ican War,  and  was  the  second  child  of  a family  of 
nine.  His  intrepidity  led  him  to  the  front  ranks 
of  battle,  where  he  sickened  and  died,  without  the 
privilege  of  bidding  his  family  good  bye.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Luriza  Turman,  a Kentucky  lady,  in 
1816,  who  died  in  1888.  There  were  three  chil- 
dren born  to  them:  iMrs.  Jane  Smith,  .Mrs.  Mary 


WTlliams,  a widow  lady,  and  John  J.  Sharp,  of 
whom  we  write.  Mr.  Sharp  remained  in  this 
county  until  August,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  was  one  of  the  raiders 
through  ^Missouri,  under  Gen.  Price.  He  returned 
home  the  same  year,  and  in  1865  went  to  Jackson- 
port,  w-here  he  was  paroled.  When  twenty  years 
of  age  he  went  on  his  uncle’ s farm,  at  Black  Rock, 
and  remained  two  years.  After  leaving  him  he 
moved  to  his  present  place  of  residence,  which  he 
bought  from  his  uncle  in  1870.  It  is  one  of  the 
oldest  places  of  settlement  in  the  county,  and  has 
100  acres  of  land  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Shar[> 
was  married,  September  20,  1868,  to  Aliss  Lucinda 
C.  McGhehey,  a daughter  of  Judge  McGhehey. 
who  has  filled  that  office  for  fourteen  years.  They 
have  five  children:  William  Heni-y,  Alice,  Albert 
Redmond,  Ernest  W.  and  Lacie  B. , and  are  mem 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Sharp  has 
been  a member  of  the  school  board  for  a number 
of  years,  and  has  ahvays  used  his  influence  to  the 
fullest  extent,  in  the  cause  of  education.  He  is  a 
firm  believer  in  the  maxim  that  “ knowledge  is 
power,”  and  is  always  one  of  the  first  to  advance 
a cause  for  the  enlightenment  and  instruction  of 
childhood.  He  is  the  owner  of  a large  sorghum- 
mill  and  a splendid  farm.  His  mill  has  a capacity 
of  forty  five  gallons  per  day. 

T.  J.  Sharura,  general  merchant  of  Walnut 
Ridge,  was  born  in  Daviess  County,  Ind. , February 
4,  1840.  His  father,  H.  Y.  Sharum,  is  a native  of 
Kentucky,  and  an  early  settler  of  Daviess  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  still  resides  on  a farm,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  The  elder  Sharum  was  married  to 
Aliss  Rosa  Ann  Cisell,  of  Kentucky,  and  eight 
cliildren  were  the  result  of  this  union.  One  of  the 
sons.  James  A.,  was  a member  of  Company  I. 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Indiana  Volunteers,  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Two  of  the  sons 
reside  in  Arkansas — T.  J.  Sharum  and  J.  C.  Shar 
um,  the  latter  a resident  of  Portia.  Mr.  T.  J. 
Sharum  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Indiana,  and  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  his  youth.  He  learneil 
the  carpenter's  trade  early  in  life,  and  worked  at 
it  in  the  town  of  Manitowoc,  Wis. . until  the  fall 
of  1860.  In  1861  (July  3)  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
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pany  I,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, which  was  organized  at  Camp  Knox,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  that  summer  went  to  Missouri, 
under  Gen.  Fremont.  He  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
shoulder  by  a ride  ball.  He  was  granted  a fur- 
lough of  several  months  after  this  occurrence,  and 
later  on  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Helena,  Ark., 
and  with  the  exception  of  skirmishing,  was  not 
engaged  in  actual  battle  until  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  On  June  2:1,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
finally  lauded  in  the  famous  Libby  Prison.  Later 
on  he  was  exchanged,  and  rejoined  his  regiment 
at  New  Iberia,  La.  At  Clinton,  La.,  he  did  some 
skirmish  duty,  and  in  the  year  of  1864,  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Baton  Rouge.  Mr.  Sharum’s  next 
occupation  was  that  of  traveling  salesman  for  a 
jewelry  house,  and  then  a stock  trader.  He  jour- 
neyed through  the  Choctaw  Nation  and  the  State 
of  Arkansas  for  two  years,  trading  in  stock  and 
hides.  He  then  established  himself  in  business  in 
Indiana  for  seven  years,  and  afterward  was  a 
wholesale  manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  for  eight  years,  in  connection  with  a 
brother.  In  November,  188:3,  he  came  to  Walnut 
Ridge,  his  present  home,  and  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  J.  M.  Phelps  & Sons.  His  undertakings 
have  all  been  successful,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
some:!,  000  acres  of  land,  besides  that  part  of  Wal-  j 
nut  Ridge  where  the  court-house  and  Methodist  j 
Episcopal  Church  stand.  He  is  commander  of  ' 
Lawrence  Post  No.  72,  G.  A.  R. , and  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Good  Templars  and  Knights 
and  Ladies  of  Honor.  He  was  married  April  24, 
1866,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Loutz,  of  Indiana,  and  has 
had  three  children,  one  of  them  dying  since  (Ed- 
ward). The  two  still  living  are  Ylonte  and  Myrtle. 

Arthur  W.  Shirey,  a prominent  merchant  of 
Ashland  Township,  comes  from  an  old  South  Car- 
olinian family,  but  is  of  German  descent.  He  was 
born  in  Lexington  County,  S.  C. , on  the  13th  of 
May,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Enoch  and  Martha 
(Sandford)  Shirey,  who,  a few  jmars  after  their 
marriage,  moved  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  from 
there  to  Alal)ama,  where  they  settled  on  a farm, 
and  proceeded  to  make  their  future  home.  The 
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father  died  September  6,  1866,  while  visiting  his 
son,  A.  W.  Shirey,  in  Texas,  giving  the  family  a 
blow  from  which  they  did  not  recover  for  some 
years.  A,  W.  Shirey  remained  with  his  father  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  manhood,  and  then  moved  to 
Texas,  where  he  located  in  Smith  County,  and  af- 
terward in  Angelina  County.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  the  Thirteenth  Texas  Cavalry,  as  a private,  but 
his  valiant  services  for  the  cause  of  the  Confeder- 
acy soon  won  for  him  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant, 
in  which  capacity  he  remained  until  the  company 
disbanded  at  Hempstead,  Texas.  He  fought  at 
the  battles  of  Mansfield  (La.).  Pleasant  Hill  (La.), 
and  Jenkins’  Ferry  (Ark.),  besides  a great  numl)er 
of  others  equally  as  noted,  xifter  the  war  he  re-  , 
turned  to  his  Texas  home,  where  he  was  occupied  | 
in  farming  for  one  year,  and  in  1867  moved  to  i 
I Arkansas,  and  located  at  Jonesl)oro.  In  the  latter 
; place  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  eighteen 
months,  and  in  the  fall  of  1868  settled  on  Black 
I River,  in  Lawrence  County,  where  he  transacted 
business  for  a period  of  four  and  one-half  years. 

His  next  venture  was  at  3Iinturn,  but  he  sold  out  i 
his  interest  at  that  place,  and  began  farming  near  j 
by.  This  he  continued  four  years,  then  returning  i 
to  Minturn,  and  forming  a partnership,  under  the  ‘ 
name  of  Shirey  A Henry,  for  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise.  After  a period  of  one  year  and  a I 
half  Mr.  Henry  withdrew  from  the  business,  which  ■ 
Mr.  Shirey  continued  on  his  own  account,  and  he  | 
now  does  a business  of  about  830,000  annually, 
besides  handling  cotton  to  a considerable  extent.  , 
He  carries  a large  and  fine  stock  of  dry  goods, 
groceries,  <pieensware  and  general  supplies,  and 
has  built  up  a prosperous  trade.  He  is  deemed  to 
be  one  of  the  shrewdest  business  men  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  no  man  in  business  in  Lawi-ence  County 
^ has  a better  reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  honest 
I goods.  Mr.  Shirey  first  commenced  on  almost 
nothing,  but,  by  his  own  good  management  and 
legitimate  methods  of  doing  business,  has  accumu- 
lated  a comfortable  fortune.  He  owns  some  4,000 
j acres  of  land  in  this  county,  on  ten  different  tracts, 

I of  which  1,300  acres  are  cleared  and  under  culti- 
vation. Once  before  he  had  been  on  the  road  to 
1 prosperity,  but  lost  all  he  possessed  while  coming 
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from  Jonesboro  to  Lawrence  County,  on  the  Black 
River,  in  1808.  The  boat  upon  which  all  of  his 
savings  and  goods  had  been  freighted  sunk  at 
Bird’s  Point,  and  he  was  again  forced  to  start  in 
life  without  a dollar.  Ilis  wonderful  energy  and 
tact  have  once  more  placed  him  upon  a solid  basis, 
and  now,  besides  his  4,000  acres  of  land  and  large 
business,  he  owns  considerable  other  personal 
property,  and  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  bul- 
warks of  commercial  life  in  Lawrence  County,  i 
Mr.  Shirey  has  been  a Spiritualist  in  religious  faith 
for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  for  some  three  years 
he  has  been  a magnetic  healer.  He  delights  in 
treating  patients  after  medicine  has  failed  to  cure, 
and  many  have  been  restored  to  health  and  strength  | 
through  his  aid.  People  who  are  poor  and  des- 
titute receive  the  benefits  of  his  healing  powers 
gratis. 

Capt.  William  C.  Bloan,  of  Smithville,  Ark., 
was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  August  14,  1838. 
His  father  was  Fergus  Sloan,  of  Lincoln  County, 
N.  C.,  who  was  born  in  December,  1787,  and  died 
in  November,  1849.  The  elder  Sloan  remained  in 
North  Carolina  until  he  reached  his  twenty-fifth 
year,  and  then  moved  to  Missouri,  and  settled  in 
Washington  County,  near  Caledonia.  He  resided 
there  until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Rosanna  Ruggles, 
of  Otsego,  N.  C.,  who  was  born  in  1797,  and  came 
to  Missouri  in  1818.  They  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1820,  and  located  in  the  Syiring  River  district, 
where  they  opened  up  a large  farm  (for  that  time)  of 
150  acres.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sloan  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the 
elder  Sloan's  house  in  early  days  was  often  a 
meeting  place  for  the  missionaries  of  that  time. 
He  died,  while  on  a visit  to  his  former  home  in 
Missouri,  on  November  13,  1849,  and  his  wife,  tin* 
mother  of  Capt.  Sloan,  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead, August  10,  I860.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  the  parents,  all  of  them  living  to  be  married. 
William  C.  Sloan  was  the  seventh  child,  and  the 
yomigest  of  four  boys,  and  besides  himself,  has 
three  sisters  .still  living.  Ho  grew  to  maturity  in 
this  county,  and  on  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty - 
one  years,  commenced  doing  business  for  himself. 
During  the  war,  he  was  captain  of  Company  A, 


(g r- 


Twenty-fifth  Arkansas,  and  was  mustered  in  with  , 
his  company,  March  1,  18G2,  serving  about  .six  ' 
months  in  that  command.  He  next  joined  Col. 
Baber’s  cavalry  regiment,  the  Forty-fifth  Ar- 
kansas, and  was  a member  of  the  raiding  expedi-  ! 
tion,  under  Greneral  Price,  through  Missouri. 
After  the  war  was  over,  he  returned  home  and  j 
entered  actively  into  mercantile  life,  and  has  re-  ; 
sided  in  Smithville  ever  since.  He  is  also  a partner  i 
in  the  firm  of  Sloan  & Co.,  at  Imboden,  Ark.,  and 
besides,  deals  in  stock  very  extensively.  Capt.  - 
Sloan  is  a’ Democrat  in  politics,  and  represented  ' 
his  county  in  the  rebel  legislature  of  1806-67,  ' 

when  they  first  convened  after  the  war,  and  was 
known  throughout  the  county,  as  a fair-minded  . 
and  conscientious  man  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  He  was  first  married  to  Mrs.  Susan  Sloan, 
the  widow  of  his  brother,  who  was  born  in  Law- 
rence County,  in  1831,  and  died  in  October,  1865.  } 

This  union  gave  them  two  children,  William  F., 
and  Leona,  wife  of  L.  T.  Andrews.  His  second 
wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Cravens, whom  he  mar-  j 
ried  in  1871,  a native  of  the  same  countv,  but  ed- 

! 

ucated  at  Shelby ville,  Ky. , and  by  whom  he  had 
three  children:  Homer  F.,  Eula  L. , and  Fannie, 

all  of  them  living.  The  mother  died  September 
29,  1887.  Capt.  Sloan  is  a member  of  Lodge  No. 

29,  A.  F.  A A.  M.,  of  Smithville,  and  is*  widely  ' 
known  for  his  generosity  and  good-fellowship. 

Clay  Sloan,  circuit  court  clerk.  Powhatan,  was 
born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  August  20,  1861. 

He  comes  of  a family  who  have  made  Arkansas 
their  home  for  a great  many  years,  his  father,  James 
F.  Sloan,  having  been  reared  in  the  same  county 
and  State,  as  also  his  mother,  Margaret  J.  ( Raney  ) 
Sloan.  The  older  Sloan  was,  for  the  greater  ]>or 
tion  of  his  life,  a prominent  merchant  of  Powha 
tan,  and  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  men  in 
commercial  circles  in  that  city  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1873.  His  wife  still  survives  him. 
and  is  now  married  to  IM.  D.  Baber,  an  attorney 
of  I’owhatan.  IVIr.  Clay  Sloan  attained  his  ma 
turity  in  Lawrence  County,  and  in  his  ytjuth  re- 
ceived a thorough  education  at  Arkansas  College, 
Batesville,  Ark.  He  completed  his  full  courst*  at 
college  in  1881,  and  was  then  engaged  in  teaching 
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at  Powhatan  until  the  year  18S6.  His  abilities 
having  been  tested  and  recognized  by  this  time, 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  which  he  now  occu 
pies,  and  in  1888  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office. 
jVIr.  Sloan  also  tilled  the  office  of  county  examiner 
from  1884  to  1880.  a position  in  which  his  actions 
were  retlected  with  credit.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics  and  is  strong  in  his  support  of  the  princi- 
ples of  that  party.  In  the  month  of  October,  1888, 
Mr.  Sloan  was  captivated  by  and  married  to  Miss 
Katie  Matthews,  a daughter  of  B.  F.  Matthews, 
and  they  are  as  happy  as  two  people  can  be  who 
have  made  a wise  selection  in  the  lottery  of  life. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Old  School  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
their  neighbors. 

Thompson  F.  Smith,  justice  of  the  peace,  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Mo.,  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1828.  He  is  the  son  of  William  C.  and 
Jemima  (Warnerj  Smith.  His  father  moved  from 
his  native  place,  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  in  his  nine- 
teenth year,  and  settled  in  Washington  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  met  and  married  his  wife.  They 
remained  in  this  State  until  the  year  of  1841,  when 
they  were  induced  to  remove  farther  west,  and 
located  in  Arkansas,  near  Smithville.  In  1846  a 
permanent  home  was  established  at  what  is  now 
Black  Rock,  but  what  was  then  almost  a barren 
prairie.  Mr.  William  C.  Smith  was  first  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  that  county,  and  was  after- 
ward elected  to  the  county  judgeship,  in  1854,  by 
the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  was  a member  of  Johnson’s 
regiment.  His  contributions  toward  the  church 
were  liberal,  he  besides  being  a strong  advocate  in 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  schools.  Mr. 
Smith’s  mother  died  July  31,  1880,  in  the  New 
Hope  Baptist  Church,  one  of  the  oldest  churches 
in  the  county,  of  which  she  had  been  a member 
for  thirty-nine  ye;irs.  To  them  were  born  fifteen 
children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living.  Mr.  Smith 
is  their  fifth  child,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Arkansas  when  in  his  fourteenth  year.  He  attained 
his  majority  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides, 
and,  after  reaching  that  age,  his  first  steps  were 
toward  improving  the  farm,  and  it  is  now  his  great 


satisfaction  in  being  able  to  say  that,  since  coming 
to  this  point,  he  has  lived  to  see  trees  grow  from 
mere  shrubs  to  be  over  two  and  one-half  feet  in 
diameter.  He  has  under  cultivation  about  100 
acres  of  land,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  200,  with 
orchards  and  buildings  upon  them.  His  new  fruit 
evaporator  is  the  only  one  in  the  county,  and  since 
he  has  been  in  possession  of  it,  has  evaporated 
over  3,000  pounds  of  fruit.  51r.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried on  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  to  Miss  Letitia 
Moore,  of  this  county,  a daughter  of  Jackson  Moore, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  They  have  had  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are^still  living:  James  H. , 
i Charles  B.,  Julia  A.  and  William  H.  iMr.  Smith 
I is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , of  Rock  Cave, 

I this  county.  He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
j for  seventeen  years,  and  is  the  present  justice  of 
j the  peace  and  notary  public.  He  fought  in  the 
i late  war,  and  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the 
Thirteenth  xhi’kansas.  Company  D.  He  had  com- 
mand of  Company  D in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and 
his  lips  give  many  a thrilling  recital  of  narrow 
escapes  during  that  period.  Mr.  Smith  is  an  en- 
ergetic citizen,  a popular  official,  and  a prominent 
figure  in  his  county. 

David  C.  Smith  was  born  in  Lawrence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  February  10,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  Smith,  of  Vermont,  who  settled  in  Kentucky 
in  his  earlier  days,  where  he  met  and  was  married 
to  Miss  Mariah  Hornby,  a native  of  that  State.  In 
the  year  1830  Mr.  David  Smith  and  his  family 
left  their  Kentucky  home  and  foiind  a suitable  lo- 
cation in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.  This  section  of 
country  was  sparsely  settled  at  that  time,  and  5Ir. 
Smith  had  all  the  difficulties  to  contend  with  that 
befell  the  pioneers  of  that  State.  However,  he 
cleared  up  a portion  of  the  timber  and  commenced 
farming,  which  occui)ation  he  followed  until  the 
I time  of  his  death,  which  occiured  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1881.  Both  5Ir.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were 


Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  four 
are  still  living,  David  C.  being  the  youngest.  The 
advantages  of  education  were  very  limited  in  those 
days  in  Mr.  Smith's  section,  owing  to  (he  newness 
of  the  country,  and  ho  found,  (piite  early  in  life. 
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the  necessity  of  schooling  himself.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  two  he  located  on  the  home  place,  where 
he  remained  until  ho  was  able  to  purchase  a home 
of  his  own,  and,  owing  to  his  natural  ability  and 
pluck,  was  not  long  in  attaining  his  object.  He 
seiwed  three  years  in  the  Confederate  army,  being 
a member  of  Col.  Shaver’s  regiment.  • and  was 
present  at  the  surrender  at  Jacksonport,  Jackson 
County,  Ark.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
home  and  engaged  in  farm  work,  and  some  years 
later  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Black 
River  Township,  tilling  the  duties  of  that  office 
for  two  terms.  He  was  then  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  judge  in  the  fall  of  18S6,  serving  two 
years.  Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  a member  of  the 
board  of  equalization  for  four  years,  and  has  tilled  ' 
several  minor  offices.  He  was  first  married  in  , 
1859  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bottoms,  a lady  of  Tennes- 
see, who  died  on  the  19th  of  March,  1888.  He 
had  seven  children  by  this  wife,  five  of  them  de- 
ceased: David  W.,  Elias  H. , Mary  E.,  Clay  C. 
and  Emmett  E.  Those  living  are  James  C.  and 
John  R.  Mr.  Smith  was  maixied  a second  time 
to  Mrs.  C.  A.  Pyland,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
this  lady  had  three  children:  Mary  F.,  Georgia  A. 
and  Modena  W.  They  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist ChiTrch.  Mr.  Smith  is  an  active  worker  in 
school  and  church  affairs.  He  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  w'as  a Whig  before  the  reconstruction. 

J.  C.  Starr,  M.D.,  was  born  in  Cannon  County, 
Tenn.,  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  1843.  He  is  a ^ 
son  of  John  and  Celinda  (Shumate)  Starr.  The 
family  settled  in  Missouri,  in  1850,  and  located  in 
Wright  County,  where  Mr.  Starr,  the  elder,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  .stock  raising.  The  Doctor 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  reached  maturity, 
when  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J. 
F.  Brooton,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Wright  County,  in  1808.  He  finally  moved  to  ' 
Lawrence  County,  Mo.,  and  enrolled  as  physician 
and  surgeon  in  the  clerk’s  office  in  Blount  Vernon, 
Mo.,  in  Juh',  1874,  where  he  remained  until  mov- 
ing to  Arkansas,  when  he  settled  in  Lawrence 
County  in  1875.  His  first  place  of  residence  was  at 
Smithville,  but  in  1887  he  selected  Black  Rock  as 
a more  dc'sirable  location,  and  has  continued  there  ; 


ever  since.  He  has  a large  practice,  and  is  a maTi 
of  high  standing  in  that  community,  which  position  | 
has  been  won  by  his  sterling  qualities  and  skill  in  ^ 
his  profession,  and  he  is  in  every  way  worthy  of 
the  success  attending  him.  The  Doctor  met  and 
won  Miss  E.  J.  Smith,  a young  lady  of  Arkansas, 
in  1882.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them  — 
Clara,  Tolivar,  Webby,  Ophelia  and  Mary.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  Doctor  himself  is  a member  and 
Junior  Warden  of  Black  Rock  Lodge  of  Masons. 

Andi-ew  J.  Stewart,  a well-known  and  exten- 
j sive  stock  raiser  and  farmer,  wms  born  January  15,  ' 

1848,  in  Phelps  County,  Mo.  His  father,  James  i 
Stewart,  was  married  in  Missouia  to  IMiss  IMelinda 
Lane,  of  Iowa,  who,  after  their  marriage,  first 
settled  in  Dent  County,  Mo.,  and  subsequently  in 
Phelps  County,  where  Andrew  J.  was  born.  An- 
drew remained  with  the  family  until  his  sixteenth  ' 
year,  and  then  came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled  in 
Lawrence  County',  where  he  has  resided  since. 

He  was  married  on  September  24,  1872,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Thomason,  of  North  Carolina,  a lady  who 
has  proven  herself  a devoted  wife  and  mother. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stewart  bought  120  acres 
of  land,  partly'  cleared,  and  since  then  has  added 
to  it  considerably,  now  owning  some  520  acres  in 
three  tracts,  with  perhaps  200  acres  cleared.  He 
has  a good  box  house  on  one  place  and  a log  house 
on  each  of  the  others,  besides  a good  many  im- 
provements having  been  done  upon  all  of  his  land. 

Mr.  Stew'art’s  position  in  life  is  a good  example  ^ 
of  what  thrift,  good  management  and  common 
sense  will  do  toward  building  up  a man’s  fortune. 

He  first  started  in  life  with  comparatively  nothing, 
but  by  the  aid  of  these  qualities  has  accumulated  j 
an  independent  competence,  and  is  now  consitlered 
as  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  his  county. 

He  has  a family  of  four  children:  Fillmore  L., 
James  T.,  Jessie  and  Charles  H. ; and  has  lost  om' 
child.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  a member  of  the  Old 
School  Presbyterian  Church,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  it. 

Joseph  Taylor  was  born  in  LawTence  County. 
Ark.,  January  28,  1823,  his  parents  being  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Fortenberry)  Taylor,  whose  re- 
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spective  places  of  birth  were  Tennessee  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  father  was  born  in  East  Tennessee,  on 
Clinch  River,  near  Kingston.  The  grandfather 
died  at  an  early  age,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
children — William  and  Nancy.  His  wife  married 
a short  time  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  and 
William  was  compelled  to  leave  home  on  account 
of  the  ill  treatment  of  his  stepfather.  At  this 
time,  being  about  seventeen  years  of  age  and 
weighing  only  104  pounds,  he  started  for  the 
West.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  not  far  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  located  in  Cape 
Girardeau  County,  near  the  southern  line,  on  a 
small  stream  called  White  Water.  He  was  wholly 
illiterate,  being  unable  to  read,  save  a little,  while 
to  write  his  own  name  was  an  impossibility.  He 
remained  in  this  country  until  about  the  age  of 
twenty -two,  and  having  grown  to  be  a reasonable 
sized  man,  he  married.  He  was  in  this  country  in 
time  of  the  earth’s  shaking  and  during  the  War  of 
1812.  During  this  time  his  wife  presented  him 
two  sons — Milledge  and  John — and  about  the  year 
1816  or  1817  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  family 
to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  the  woods,  on  the  bank 
of  Strawberry  River,  a very  poor  man.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  lands,  on  which  he  erected  a 
building  and  cleared  a farm,  and,  following  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  stock-raising  through 
life,  he  became  a well-to-do  man.  After  he  settled 
here  his  wife  bore  four  other  sons  - James,  Wesley, 
Joseph,  and  one  that  died  soon  after  its  birth. 
The  mother  died  at  the  same  time,  leaving  Joseph 
a little  over  two  years  of  age.  The  father  remained 
a widower  about  two  years,  and  married  a lady 
named  Lear  Williams.  This  wife  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  Nancy,  WJlliam,  Eliga  and 
Elie.  The  father  died  at  about  the  age  of  lifty-tive 
or  hfty-six,  leaving  eight  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  whom  became  grown,  married  and  had  fami- 
lies, save  one  son,  William,  who  died  single  at  the 
age  of  twenty  two.  Joseph  was  about  seventeen 
ye.ars  old  when  his  father  died.  He  remained  with 
his  step-mother  one  year,  and  then  lived  with  his 
brother  until  twenty  years  of  age.  On  November 
7,  1848,  he  married  Mary  J.  Hinderson.  They 
lived  together  about  three  years,  and  she  died. 


During  this  union  they  had  a son  born  unto  them, 
named  William  Alexander  (after  his  grandfather). 
This  son  (without  consent  of  his  father),  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  joined  the  Southern  army  in  the  fall  of 
1861,  and  was  killed  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Taylor  remained  a widower 
about  three  years,  leading  a very  reckless  life,  but, 
under  the  intli;ence  of  his  brothers,  he  was  per- 
suaded to  marry  a second  wife,  Martha  A.  Findlev, 
November  7,  1850.  This  lady  was  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a de- 
voted Christian.  Through  the  influence  of  his 
wife,  Mr.  Taylor  made  a profession  of  religion  in 
September,  1853.  The  next  morning  he  joined 
the  church  to  which  his  wife  belonged.  Shortlv 
after  he  was  elected  and  ordained  to  the  ofiice  of 
ruling  elder  of  the  Strawberry  congregation,  which 
otflce  he  has  held  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Tay-. 
lor  lived  with  his  second  wife  about  fourteen  years, 
and  she  died,  after  having  given  birth  to  five  chil- 
dren—John  W.,  Margret  A.,  Sarah  W.,  Melissa 
A.,  Matilda  E.  Mr.  Taylor  again  married,  a third 
time,  the  lady  being  a sister  of  his  second  wife, 
and  the  widow  of  J.  M.  Barnett.  They  had  three 
sons,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Joseph  G.,  Benjamin 
D.  and  George  \V.  He  lived  w’ith  this  w-ife  about 
eighteen  years,  when  she  died,  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1883.  In  1887  he  was  married  to  the 
widow  McHenry,  who  had  one  little  daughter — 
Allis  McHenry,  who  is  now  living  with  them.  iMr. 
Taylor’s  present  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Crits. 
Her  native  State  is  Virginia.  Mr.  Taylor  is  the 
only  one  of  this  branch  of  the  family  now  living. 
He  is  in  his  sixty-sixth  year,  and  lives  at  the  Jack- 
sonport  Crossing,  on  Strawberry,  a place  within 
two  miles  of  where  he  was  born. 

Thomas  J.  Thorn,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  December  25, 
1837.  His  father,  W.  Thorn,  was  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  who  moved  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Penelope 
Crumple,  (^f  that  State.  After  his  marriage  the 
elder  Thorn  settled  on  a farUi  in  Bedford  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1856.  His 
wife  still  survives  him,  and  is  a resident  of  Law- 
rence County.  He  served  through  the  Seminole 
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War  in  Florida,  and  had  never  fully  recovered  from  | 
the  exposure  and  hardships  brought  on  while  en-  I 
deavoring  to  subdue  this  savage  tribe.  Thomas 
J.  Thorn  remained  with  his  father  xmtil  he  had 
reached  his  maturity,  and  then  started  out  to  find 
his  own  fortune.  In  1859  he  settled  in  Oregon 
County,  Mo.,  and  one  year  later  moved  to  Law'- 
rence  County,  Ark.  In  1801  he  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army,  and  after  six  months’  active 
service  was  badly  wounded  and  discharged.  Ho 
received  his  wound  in  the  thigh,  from  a ritle  ball, 
while  engaged  in  a battle  at  Springfield,  AIo. , in 
1861,  and  at  that  time  wns  a member  of  Col. 
McBryant's  division.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
tight  any  longer,  he  returned  to  Lawrence  County,  I 
and,  as  time  passed,  and  he  was  able  to  resume 
his  farm  work,  he  did  so,  and  has  been  at  that  oc- 
cupation ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  a short  ■ 
period,  in  which  he  did  carpenter  work.  He  sold  j 
out  his  farm  and  moved  to  Florida,  in  1886,  spend-  j 
ing  twelve  months  in  that  State,  and,  at  the  end  ! 
of  that  time,  returned  to  Lawrence  County  and  | 
bought  the  place  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He  j 
owns  forty  acres  of  tine  land,  and  has  about  twenty-  i 
five  acres  under  cultivation,  w’ith  a comfortable  ! 
house,  barns  and  all  necessary  adjuncts.  Mr.  | 
Thorn  was  first  married,  in  Tennessee,  to  Miss  j 
Mary  Bennett,  who  died  in  Arkansas.  Two  chil-  ! 
dren  are  yet  living  by  this  wife  and  two  deceased,  j 
His  second  marriage  was  in  Randolph  County,  to  | 
Miss  Rebecca  Holt,  who  left  five  children  at  her  ' 
death.  He  was  married  a third  time  to  Airs.  Sarah  i 
Hatfield,  a widow  of  Lawrence  County,  who  is  ; 
still  living.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorn  are  mem-  i 
bers  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
the  former  is  a deacon,  and  are  people  who  are 
held  in  the  highest  respect  in  their  community. 

George  Thornburg,  born  in  Havana,  Mason 
County,  111.,  Janu.ary  2.5,  1847,  moved  to  Smith- 
viUe,  Ark.,  in  December.  18.5.5.  His  educational  I 
facilities  were  meager,  but  used  industriously,  such  ' 
as  they  were.  He  assisted  J.  N.  Hillhouse  for  ! 
two  sessions,  and  taught  one  session  at  New  Hope. 
He  began  the  study  of  law  in  1867,  with  Col. 
Baber,  and  then  in  the  law  department  of  the 
Cumberland  University,  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  in  1868. 
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He  was  licensed  to  practice  by  .Judge  (afterward 
Governor)  Baxter,  and  had  charge  of  the  circuit 
clerk’s  office  from  1868  to  1870,  during  which  time 
the  county  seat  was  moved  to  Clover  Bend,  and 
from  there  to  Powhatan.  He  entered  into  mer- 
cantile business  at  Smithville,  from  1870  to  1878, 
and  in  .June,  1878,  moved  to  Powhatan,  where  he 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  co-partnership  with 
Col.  Baber.  This  firm  did  a large  and  successful 
business  until  .June,  1886,  wdien  Col.  Thornburg 
withdrew  to  take  charge  of  a newspaper  at  Walnut 
Ridge.  He  moved  to  AValnut  Ridge,  in  .July,  1886, 
and  began  the  publication  of  the  Telephone.  The 
change  from  law  to  newspaper  was  not  made  from 
any  pecuniary  interest;  but  for  the  reason  that 
journalism  was  more  congenial  to  his  taste.  He 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  as  a Democrat,  in 
1870,  but.  after  serving  a month,  his  seat  was  con- 
tested, and  the  house  being  largely  Republican, 
and  politics  being  very  bitter,  he  was  ousted  to 
give  place  to  William  B.  .Janes,  who  received  less 
than  one- fourth  as  many  votes.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  legislature  in  1872,  and  stood  with  the  im- 
mortal minority  in  the  house  in  1878.  In  1876  he 
was  nominated  by  his  county  for  the  senate,  but 
declined  on  account  of  business  engagements.  In 
1880  he  was  forced  by  the  demands  of  his  party 
and  friends  to  submit  to  an  election  to  the  legisla- 
ture again,  and  was  elected  speaker  for  the  house 
during  the  session  of  1881.  It  is  said  of  him,  as 
it  can  be  said  of  no  other  speaker  of  the  Arkansas 
legislature,  that  none  of  his  decisions  were  ever  ap- 
pealed. In  1884  he  was  again  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, and  was  made  chairman  of  the  judiciary 
committee.  In  1886  he  was  nominated  by  the 
State  Wheel  convention  for  secretary  of  State, 
but  declined  the  nomination,  because,  as  a Demo- 
crat, he  could  not  accept  any  nomination  that 
would  antagonize  the  Democratic  party.  Since 
1884  he  has  sought  no  political  office,  devoting  his 
attention  to  his  paper.  He  was  appointed  a col- 
onel in  the  Arkansas  militia,  by  Gov.  Baxter,  and 
again  a{)pointed  by  Gov.  Garland.  Col.  Thoru- 
l)uro  was  made  a Mason,  in  Smithville  Lotlge  No. 
29.  in  186s.  He  served  as  Secretary  of  his  lodge 
and  Worshipful  Master.  He  was  made  a Royal 
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Arch  Mason,  in  1870,  in  Pythagoras  Chapter  No. 
34,  held  at  Powhatan.  This  Chapter  is  now- 
defunct.  He  was  made  a Sir  Knight  Mason  in 
Hugh  He  Payne  Commandery,  at  Little  Rock,  in 
1871.  He  has  been  a delegate  to  every  Grand  Lodge 
and  Grand  Chapter  from  1871  to  the  present  time. 
He  was  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Convention  of 
1873,  which  made  the  present  constitution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Elected  Grand  Orator  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1874,  in  1875  he  made  and  de- 
fended .the  famous  minority  report,  which  cut  the 
Grand  Lodge  loose  from  supporting  St.  John’s 
Colleo-e.  He  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1878,  and  re-elected  to  the  same 
position  in  1879.  In  1880  he  was  elected  Deputy 
Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar,  and 
elected  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  in  1883  was  elected  Illustrious  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Council.  He  has  delivered  over 
twenty  public  addresses  on  Masonry,  and  is  a per- 
manent member  of  the  committee  on  law  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter.  He  is  now  the 
special  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Geor- 
gia, the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  and  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Spain.  In  July,  1886,  he  founded  the 
Masonic  Trowel,  a paper  devoted  exclusively  to 
Masonry.  It  has  a large  circulation  throughout 
the  State,  and  grows  in  favor  with  the  craft.  It 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  as  its 
official  organ.  Mr.  Thornburg  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  has  been 
steward  continuously  since  1876,  also  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  for  sixteen  years.  He  is  the 
only  layman  in  the  Southern  Methodist  Church 
who  is  secretary  of  an  annual  conference,  and  he 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  author  of  the  system 
of  reports  now-  used  throughout  the  church.  Prior 
to  1886  the  church  had  no  uniform  plan  or  system 
of  reporting.  Mr.  Thornburg  arranged  a system 
for  the  conference,  of  which  he  was  secretary. 
This  form  was  so  complete  and  .systematic  that 
Bishop  McTyeire  urged  its  ado[)tionby  the  general 
conference,  and  it  is  now  the  only  form  allowed  to 
be  used  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Mr.  Thornburg  is  a strong  temperance  advocate,  a 
supporter  of  the  free  school  system  and  a conserva- 


tive but  straight  Democrat.  In  the  news]>aper 
fraternity  he  stands  high,  having  been  selected  as 
orator  the  year  before  last,  and  vice-president  last 
year.  He  has,  perhaps,  delivered  more  addresses 
on  Masonic,  Sunday-school  and  miscellaneous 
occasions  than  any  man  in  North  Arkansas.  In 
September,  1868,  Col.  Thornburg  was  married  to 
Miss  M.  C.  Self,  a daughter  of  J.  M.  Self,  a 
physician  and  Methodist  local  preacher.  He  has 
a pleasant  home,  is  surrounded  by  an  interesting 
family,  and  enjoys  a quiet  life  with  his  wife,  chil- 
dren and  howers. 

Judge  William  A.  Townsend,  one  of  Arkansas’ 
most  respected  citizens,  is  a native  of  Alabama, 
where  he  wms  born  in  Franklin  County  in  tlie  year 
1853.'  He  is  a son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  L. 
(Weatherford)  Townsend,  the  former  of  Illinois 
and  the  latter  from  Alabama.  The  elder  Town- 
send was  reared  and  received  his  education  in  Ala- 
bama, where  he  also  practiced  medicine,  and  was, 
in  his  day,  a prominent  physician  of  that  State. 
About  the  year  1855  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  and 
settled  near  Smithville,  where  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  He  lost  his  wife  a year  later,  and  re- 
turned to  Alabama,  where  he  remained  until  1863. 
He  again  came  back  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in 
Lawrence  County,  where  he  resided  and  was  or- 
dained a minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  1870, 
serving  until  his  death,  in  January,  1878.  Judge 
W.  A.  Townsend  is  the  second  child  in  the  family. 
He  came  to  Arkansas  when  very  young,  and  was 
reared  in  Lawrence  County,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated. He  was  taught  principally  at  the  home 
schools,  and  was  an  apt  and  attentive  scholar, 
though  the  higher  branches  of  education  were  out 
of  his  reach,  on  account  of  the  poor  facilities  otfered 
at  the  time.  He  afterward  taught  school  himself 
for  three  years,  but  in  1878,  bought  out  an  estab- 
lished business  in  Smithville,  and  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  mercantile  affairs  since  then.  He  car- 
ries  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  stocks  of 
merchandise  in  La\\Tence  County,  and  has  Imilt 
up  a reputation  for  fair  dealing  and  honest  goods 
second  to  none  in  the  State.  This  fact  has  brought 
him  a trade  of  S15.000  a year,  which  is  still 
growing.  In  1876  Mr.  Townsend  was  electetl 
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assessor,  and  served  one  term,  and  in  1878  he  was 
elected  sheriff  and  collector,  and  served  one  term. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  county  judge,  and  in  1888 
was  again  chosen  to  fill  that  office.  He  also  had 
charge  of  the  postoffice  at  Smithville  in  1878-79. 
Judge  Townsend  was  married  in  Independence 
Countv  October  31,  1880,  to  Miss  Belle  Toler,  a 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Toler,  and  this  marriage  has 
given  them  three  children:  Neva.  Roy  and  Mary, 

whose  bright  faces  and  childish  voices  are  a great 
source  of  happiness  to  the  parents.  Judge  Town- 
send belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  a Master 
Mason.  He  is  held  in  high  regard  bv  the  entire 
community,  and  is  a man  of  irreproachable  honor. 
While  performing  his  judicial  functions,  he  gained 
a reputation  for  the  fairness  of  his  decisions,  and  the 
justness  with  which  he  wielded  the  law  irrespective 
of  party,  creed  or  color. 

Francis  M.  Wayland,  of  the  firm  of  James  &, 
Wayland,  dealers  in  general  merchandise,  is 
another  name  that  will  be  remembered  for  years  to 
come  as  belonging  to  a public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive man  of  this  community.  He  was  born  in 
Lawrence  County  October  7,  1 840,  and  is  a son  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  Wayland,  of  Virginia,  a noted 
preacher  of  that  period,  who  came  to  Arkansas  in 
1815,  and  settled  in  what  is  now’ Lawrence  County, 
with  his  father,  Nevil  Wayland.  Grandfather 
Wayland  died  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Arkansas, 
and  Jonathan  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources; 
but  though  the  prospects  ahead  of  him  at  the 
time  were  very  dark,  he  was  never  daunted  in  the 
least,  and  through  the  troubles  and  {novations  of 
his  early  life  he  grew  to  manhood  wdth  the  proud 
consciousness  of  having  overcome  all  ob.stacles  that 
had  been  throwm  in  his  path.  He  w'as  manned  in 
Lawrence  County,  to  Miss  Amy  A.  Eddy,  of  Indi- 
ana, whose  parents  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
Arkansas,  and  located  with  his  wife  on  a farm  near 
Powhatan,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  He 
was  a noted  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  that  section,  and  his  sermons 
were  often  the  occasion  for  drawing  hundreds  of 
people  from  the  surrounding  country.  His  loving 
and  faithful  wife  died  about  the  year  1870,  some 
fifteen  years  before  his  own  death,  leaving  b«‘sides 


i her  husband,  two  sons  and  a daughter  to  mourn 
, her.  The  eldest  of  these  children  was  Francis  ' 
I M.  Wayland,  who  remained  with  his  father  iintil  ' 
he  reached  his  majority.  He  received  a good  edu- 
cation at  the  common  schools  of  Lawrence  County,  . 
supplemented  by  a course  of  study  at  the  Academy  i 
High  School,  of  Iron  County,  Mo.  When  through 
w’ith  his  schooling  he  commenced  teaching  in  Law- 
rence  County,  and  continued  at  it  until  induced  by 
the  offer  of  a lucrative  position  at  Powhatan,  to  go 
; to  that  city.'  In  1879  he  entered  into  mercantile  ' 
' life  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  his  enterprise, 
honestv  in  all  transactions  and  untiring  energv  have 
built  up  for  him  a large  and  well-established  busi- 
ness. This  firm  carry  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
selected  stocks  of  general  merchandise  in  Lawrence 
County,  besides  dealing  in  lumber,  and  operat- 
ing a cypress  shingle-mill,  having  a capacity  of 
80,000  per  day.  They  do  a business  of  800,000 
annually,  w’ith  the  different  branches  combined, 
and  are  well  and  favorably  knowm  throughoiit  the 
entire  county.  In  the  month  of  October,  1808, 
Mr.  Wayland  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Matthews,  of  Georgia,  and  this  happy 
union  has  given  them  three  children:  Charles  M., 
assisting  in  his  father's  business,  Katie  and  Nettie. 
They  are  members  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  Mr.  Wayland  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sabbath-school,  a position  he  has  hehl 
for  the  past  five  years.  He  is  also  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  is  Warden  of  his  lodge.  Mr.  Way- 
land  is  one  of  those  men  who  can  look  back  from 
his  assured  and  substantial  position  in  the  world 
to  that  time  when,  as  a voung  man  strugofliug 
through  life  with  nothing  but  a stout  heart  and  an 
honest  character  to  sirstain  him,  he  fought  his  way- 
upward,  like  the  hero  of  Longfellow’s  Excelsior, 
never  stopping  until  he  had  reached  the  summit  of 
his  ambition.  His  career  has  been  one  that  can  be 
pointed  out  as  an  example  for  the  younger  genera- 
tion to  follow,  in  order  to  be  placed  upon  as  solid 
a foundation,  and  it  is  of  such  men  the  nation 
should  be  composed,  in  order  to  tlraw  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  upon  us. 

John  P.  Webb  was  born  and  raised  on  a farm 
in  Coffee  County,  Term.  His  pai'ents.  John  B. 
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and  Mary  (Pearson)  Webb,  were  natives  of  the 
same  State,  who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  the  fall  of 
1858,  and  settled  at  a point  seven  miles  w'est  of 
Powhatan,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
the  death  of  Mr.  Webb’s  father  in  18G5,  two  years 
before  the  mother.  Mr.  Webb  is  the  seventh  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived  until  their  matur- 
ity, when  four  have  since  died.  He  remained  on 
the  farm  with  his  parents  until  the  disruption  of 
the  North  and  South,  and  gave  up  the  plow  and 
rake  for  the  more  deadly  implements  of  war.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  with  Newton’s  regiment  of  cav- 
alry, and  thereafter  fought  on  several  battlefields 
before  the  surrender.  He  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Helena  and  Alexandria  on  the  Red  River,  and 
also  at  Little  Rock,  and  was  one  of  the  followers 
of  Gen.  Price  on  his  raids  through  Missouri.  Af- 
ter the  war  had  ended,  he  once  more  sought  the 
peace  of  his  home,  and  remained  with  his  mother 
on  the  farm  until  his  marriage,  in  the  fall  of  1866. 
He  then  located  near  the  home  place,  where  he 
resided  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  Black 
River  Bottom,  near  their  present  home.  Here  he 
put  his  energies  into  saw-milling  for  three  years, 
and  after  that  venture  engaged  in  cotton- ginning. 
He  moved  to  his  present  home  in  1887,  and  com- 
menced farming,  and  has  also  established  a thriv- 
ing business  in  general  merchandise.  Mr.  W ebb 
was  married  to  Miss  Asenath  Denton,  of  Tennes- 
see, who  died  in  1871  after  a happy  wedded  life, 
leaving  seven  children  to  mourn  a mother’s  loss. 
Since  then  three  of  them  have  died.  He  was 
married  a second  time  to  IMiss  Rebecca  Johnson, 
a young  lady  also  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  who 
is  now  the  mother  of  three  children.  The  names 
of  those  by  his  first  wife  are  William  F.,  Charles 
(deceased),  Wiley  J.,  John  R. , Chesley  N.,  Mary 
(deceased)  and  Harvey  (deceased).  The  children 
by  his  second  marriage  are  Henry  P. , Matilda 
and  Elisabeth.  Mr.  Webb  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Webb  is  a deacon.  He  has  also  been  a mem- 
ber of  Dry  Creek  Lodge  No.  458,  A.  F.  A A.  M., 
for  the  past  sixteen  years,  but  was  a member  of 
Rock  Cave  Lodge  No.  3 17,  this  county,  when  Dry 
Creek  Lodge  was  organized  in  1886.  INfr.  IVebb 


is  a generous,  public-spirited  citizen,  and  one  of 
the  foremost  to  assist  in  pushing  his  county  to  the 
front.  He  takes  an  interest  in  all  public  and 
private  enterprises,  and  is  one  of  this  section’s 
most  valued  citizens. 

John  H.  S.  Weir,  a well-known  resident  of 
Dent  Township,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in 
1842.  The  parents  of  3Ir.  Weir  moved  west,  and 
settled  in  Arkansas  in  1845,  locating  at  Old  Jack- 
son,  December  24.  From  there  they  moved  to  a 
point  in  Black  River  Township,  where  they  have 
resided  since  1846.  James  A.  Weir,  the  father, 
has  been  one  of  the  foremo.st  citizens  of  this 
county,  and  a leading  spirit  in  its  affairs.  He  is 
one  of  the  best-posted  men  in  Northeastern  Arkan- 
sas, and  now,  after  a busy  and  useful  life,  is  living 
quietly  w’ith  his  children.  The  mother  died.  iMay 
23,  1885,  a firm  believer  in  the  Seceder  Church. 
Out  of  eight  children  six  are  living.  The  tirst  four 
born  were  twins.  Mr.  Weir  came  to  Arkansas 
with  his  parents  when  three  years  old.  and  has 
always  remained  in  that  State,  excepting  the  time 
he  spent  in  the  late  wuir.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Wells  company,  and  soon  afterward  was  dis- 
charged. He  re-enlisted  in  R.  C.  Newton’s  Cavalry 
Regiment,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  served  until 
1865,  when  he  wfis  paroled  in  Drew  County.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  at  Mark's  iMill  and  Poison 
Springs,  in  this  State,  but  was  principally  sent  out 
on  skirmish  duty.  After  the  war  he  returned  home, 
and  worked  on  the  farm  until  1867,  when  he  ac- 
cepted a position  with  William  Jones,  of  Pow- 
hatan, who  owned  a general  merchandise  store, 
which  was  then  sold  to  the  tirm  of  Stuart,  Cravens 
& Balfor.  On  leaving  the  above  business  Mr. 
Weir  entered  school,  where  he  studied  diligently 
for  ten  months.  At  the  end  of  his  student  days 
he  met  and  man-ied  Miss  Thirsey  J.  Moore,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  W.  ^loore,  of  Tennessee,  who 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1832,  with  his  mother  and 
stepfather.  Mr.  Moore  was  a representative  citi- 
zen of  this  county  in  his  day,  and  one  of  its  most 
popular  men.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  six 
years.  When  IMr.  Weir  tirst  purchased  his  pres- 
ent j)lace  it  was  heavily  covered  with  timber,  but 
since  that  time  he  has  put  upwards  of  seventy  live 
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acres  under  cultivation,  all  of  which  has  been  done 
by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands.  His  mother-in- 
law  is  still  living,  and  is  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  South,  which  she  has  at-  I 
tended  ever  since  her  girlhood.  She  was  born  j 
near  Huntsville,  Ala.,  in  the  year  1819,  and  her  | 
first  marriage  was  with  Hezekiah  Darter,  of  Vir-  j 
ginia,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Charlotte.  Mr.  I 
Weir  and  his  wife  have  had  seven  children,  two  of  i 
them  deceased.  Their  names  are;  Margaret  E.  | 
(wife  of  Henry  H.  Rainwater),  Robert  S.,  Mary  L.,  | 
Burett  S.,  Moses  N. , Clay  C.  and  Laura  B.  They  : 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ! 
Church,  South,  and  are  zealous  workers.  Mr.  ' 
Weir  has  been  one  of  the  school  directors  for  a 

I 

number  of  years,  and  is  an  active  leader  in  public  ' 
and  private  enterprises. 

George  F.Weir,  of  Imboden,  Lawrence  County, 
w'as  born  in  this  county,  in  1846.  He  is  the  son  of 
James  A.  and  Elisabeth  (Sloan)  Weir,  who  were 
among  the  earlier  settlers  of  this  State,  locating  here 
in  the  year  1845.  Mr.  Weir  was  born  and  reared 
on  a farm,  and  remained  at  home  until  his  twenty- 
fifth  year,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  in  1863,  under  Capt.  Butler,  and  served 
until  peace  was  established.  He  was  one  of 
the  foremost  in  the  raids  through  Missouri,  under 
Gen.  Price,  and  was  engaged  in  some  of  the 
hottest  w’ork  of  that  time.  After  the  war  was 
over  he  retiu-ned  to  his  home,  and  has  since  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a farmer.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1871,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Smith,  but  lost 
his  wife  in  December,  1884;  she  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  for 
fifteen  years.  Six  children  were  born  to  them — 
all  of  them  living;  Margaret  R. , James  F.,  Wil- 
liam H.,  George  R. , Julia  E.  and  Lenora  L.  Mr. 
Weir’s  second  marriage  was  with  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Nation.  They  have  one  child,  a step-daughter 
of  Mr.  Weir’s,  Ella  V.  Nation,  and  Mrs.  Weir 
has  one  daughter  married,  IMrs.  John  Starr,  resid- 
ing in  Dent  Township.  Mrs.  Weir  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr. 
Wei  r is  a Democrat.  He  has  uy)wards  of  100  acres 
of  land  under  cultivation,  and  can  be  counted  as 
one  of  the  successful  men  of  this  county. 


Burett  S.  Weir,  postmaster,  of  the  firm  of  Weir 
& Matthews,  is  a native  of  Arkansas,  and  was  born 
in  Lawrence  County,  on  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1856.  He  is  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Sloan)  Weir,  both  of  North  Carolina,  who  moved 
west  and  settled  in  Arkansas  in  1845,  locating  at 
Old  Jackson,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Randolph 
County.  From  there  he  moved  seven  miles  south, 
now  in  Lawrence  County,  where  Mr.  Weir  estab- 
lished a home  for  his  family,  and  lived  until  the 
death  of  his  wife,  in  1885.  Mr.  Weir,  the  elder, 
served  with  distinction  through  the  late  war,  hold- 
ing the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  that  portion  of  our  coimtry’s  history. 
After  remaining  with  his  father  irntil  he  reached 
the  asre  of  twentv-eisht  years.  Mr.  Weir  started 
upon  a career  of  his  own.  He  received  the  greater  | 
part  of  his  education  from  the  pirblic  schools,  and  | 
is  a self-made  man  in  the  true  sense  of  that  phrase, 
being  a strong  representative  of  what  pluck  and 
perseverance  will  do.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1883, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eudora  Perry, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elisabeth  Perry,  and  re- 
moved to  Black  Rock,  where  he  occupied  a position 
of  trust  in  a general  store.  In  1885  he  entered 
into  the  grocery  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
continued  in  that  business  until  1889,  when  the 
present  firm  of  Weir  & Matthews  was  organized. 
jMt.  Weir  has  held  several  local  positions,  and  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Black  Rock  on  the  14th 
of  December,  1888,  but  has  had  charge  of  all  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  postofiice  since  it  was  es- 
tablished in  1884.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  holds  the  office  of  Past  Dictator. 

Dr.  John  R.  Wells,  a successful  and  well- 
known  physician  and  surgeon  of  Powhatan,  comes 
from  a family  of  Arkansas  pioneers.  He  was 
born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  September  5. 
1838,  and  is  a son  of  G.  W.  Wells,  of  the  same 
State,  whose  father  was  one  of  its  earliest  settlers, 
coming  here  in  the  year  1807,  and  locating  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Ravenden  Junction,  in  Lawrence 
County.  G.  W.  Wells  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
married,  in  what  is  now  Lawrence  County,  his  wife 
being  Miss  Nettie  Stubblefield,  of  Cape  Girardeau 
County,  Mo.,  whose  father  C.  S.  Stubblefield,  was 
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also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  State,  and  repre- 
sented Lawrence  County  at  an  early  day.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Wells  settled  on  a farm  across 
the  river,  in  this  county,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  in  1840.  He  was  a farmer  and  stock 
dealer,  and  shipped  his  stock  to  the  Southern 
markets.  His  wife  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seventy- live  years,  after  rearing  her  family  with 
all  the  care  of  a gentle  Christian  mother.  Dr. 
Wells  grew  to  maturity  on  the  farm  at  home,  and 
received  a good  common  school  education.  He 
subsequently  attended  college  for  two  years,  at 
Springfield,  Tenn.,  and  in  1857  began  the  study 
of  medicine  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  under  the  care 
of  Drs.  Kirkwood  and  Matlock,  both  noted  physi- 
cians of  that  period.  He  took  his  hrst  course  of 
lectures  at  the  Memphis  Medical  College,  in 
1858-59,  and  the  following  year  completed  his 
course  at  the  University  of  Louisiana,  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  schools  of  medicine  in  the  South. 
He  graduated  from  the  latter  place,  in  the  spring 
of  1860,  and  came  to  Powhatan,  where  he  com- 
menced to  practice  his  profession.  Dr.  Wells  has 
kept  unceasingly  at  his  practice,  from  the  time  of 
obtaining  his  diploma,  to  the  present  day.  except- 
ing the  period  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
array  during  the  war.  He  entered  as  a private,  in 
the  First  Arkansas  Regiment  of  Ritlemen,  but  was 
soon  after  detailed  as  steward  on  the  medical  staff. 
In  1862  a new  company  was  organized,  of  which 
he  was  made  captain  and  assistant  surgeon,  and  in 
that  capacity  served  in  Col.  Baber’s  regiment  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  When  the  war  was  over,  he 
returned  home  and  resumed  his  [mactice,  and  has 
succeeded  in  building  up  a reputation  in  that  sec- 
tion that  is  second  to  none.  The  Doctor  was  mar- 
ried, November  24,  1864,  to  Miss  Nettie  Stuart, 
of  this  county,  a daughter  of  C.  F.  Stuart,  and 
now  has  a family  of  tive  children:  Laura  G.  W., 
John  L.,  Ada,  and  Frank  Stuart,  l)esides  three 
children,  who  died  in  infancy.  Dr.  Wells  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco[>al 
Church,  South,  and  the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  being  a Master  Mason. 

Frederick  W.  Westphal,  the  leading  butcher 
of  Walnut  Ridge,  was  born  in  Pomvaigne,  Ger- 


many, November  7,  1844.  He  learned  the  tan 
ner's  trade  in  his  native  country,  and  in  I860 
came  to  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Westphal  was  de-  i 

sirous  of  seeing  something  of  the  country  of  his 
adoption,  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  at  Balti- 
more, he  went  to  Illinois,  and  thence  to  La  Porte,  | 
Ind. , where  he  settled  down  for  awhile,  and  worked 
on  a farm.  He  then  came  to  Chicago  and  worked 
at  his  trade,  and  afterward  moved  to  Effingham, 
111.,  where  he  remained  three  months.  His  next 
visit  was  made  to  St.  Louis,  in  the  spring  of  1878, 
and  from  there  he  came  to  the  then  small  village  of 
Walnut  Ridge.  In  the  second  year  of  his  arrival, 
he  bought  160  acres  of  land,  and  has  since  that 
time  homesteaded  160  more.  He  has  also  pur- 
chased enough  additional  land  to  make  in  the  ag- 
gregate 420  acres.  His  homestead  is  three  miles 
due  west  of  Walnut  Ridge,  and  has  on  it  a tine 
fruit  orchard,  and  at  least  125  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  the  fall  of  1887  he  started  in  the  meat 
business,  and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a good 
trade.  He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor,  and  Odd  Fellows,  and  also  of  the  Pro- 
testant German  Church.  Mr.  Westphal  has  al- 
ways remained  a bachelor,  as  the  lady  has  not  yet 
appeared  to  capture  his  heart.  His  mother  re- 
sided with  him  until  her  death,  January  5,  1887. 

He  is  a much  respected  citizen. 

Samuel  Williams  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
in  1845,  and  was  reared  in  the  same  county.  He 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Sally  (Rose)  Williams,  1 
also  natives  of  this  State.  Mr.  Williams  lost  his 
mother  when  still  very  young,  and  his  father  died 
in  the  year  1883,  leaving  two  children  to  survive 
them:  Samuel  Williams,  and  his  sister  Leah,  the 

wife  of  George  W.  Goodwin,  but  now  deceased. 
The  father  married  again  after  the  death  of  his  i 
first  wife,  his  .second  bride  being  a si.ster  to  the  ■ 
first.  This  union  gave  them  live  children  — three  ; 
of  them  now  dead,  and  those  living  are  IMargaret 
and  Nancy,  who  are  both  married.  IMr.  Williams 
reached  his  maturity  in  this  county,  and,  in  fact,  ' 
has  resided  here  ever  since.  He  is  a man  of  lib 
eral  ideas,  and  has  traveled  extensively  through 
the  South,  but,  in  the  face  of  all  his  wanderings, 
still  believes  there  is  no  place  like  home.  He  was 
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a gallant  soldier  during  the  war,  and  did  some 
excellent  work  in  Coleman’s  regiment,  which,  as 
the  advance  guard,  always  brought  on  the  engage- 
ment. He  escaped  without  injury,  the  closest  call 
he  ever  had  being  at  Kansas  City,  where  his  horse 
was  shot  from  under  him.  He  surrendered  at 
Jacksonport,  June,  1865,  and  then  returned  home, 
where  he  commenced  farminof  and  trading:  in  stock. 
In  1872  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sally  Brandon,  of 
Tennessee,  who  came  to  Arkansas,  a girl  of  eight 
years,  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Williams  and  his 
wife  have  had  eight  children,  three  of  them  now 
dead.  Those  living  are:  Rebecca,  Ashley.  Clay, 
Roxien,  William.  The  children  who  have  died  are 
Addie,  George,  and  James  Lacy.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  strong 
adherents  to  its  teachings.  Mr.  Williams  has  eighty 
acres  of  fine  land  under  cultivation  which  is  the 
work  of  his  own  hands,  besides  180  acres  of  tim- 
bered land,  in  all  260  acres.  He  is  a Democrat. 

John  E.  Willmuth,  elder  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Hazel  Grove,  was  born  in  Graves  County,  Ky. , 
in  the  year  1840.  He  is  the  .son  of  Edmund  and 
Mary  (Edwards)  Willmuth,  of  Tennessee,  who  lived 
in  that  State  until  their  marriage,  and  from  there 
moved  to  Kentucky.  Edmund  Willmuth  gave  the 
greater  portion  of  his  attention  to  farming,  but  was 
also  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  sometimes  worked 
at  shoemaking.  He  died  when  his  son,  John  E. 
Willmuth,  was  a child,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
but  a few  years  after,  consequently,  young  John 
knew  but  little  of  parental  authority.  This  couple 
had  ten  children  born  to  them,  nine  of  them  living 
until  they  had  reached  maturity,  and  four  yet  re- 
maining. John  E.  continued  on  the  homestead 
until  his  twenty  third  year,  and  then  married  and 
located  on  a farm  of  his  own.  Since  then  he  has  al- 
ways lived  within  a radius  of  three  miles  from  his 
present  home.  In  1861  he  enli.sted  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  becoming  a member  of  Harrington’s 
company,  in  McCarver’s  regiment,  and  served  two 
months.  His  Avife  was  ;Miss  Lucinda  Campbell,  of 
Tennessee,  a daughter  of  Alex.  Campbell,  a native 
of  that  State,  and  their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  seven  children,  namely:  William  R.,  Sidney 


~r 


and  Mary  E.  All  of  them  are  single,  and  reside 
with  their  parents,  making  one  of  the  happiest 
homes  in  Arkansas.  Elder  Willmuth  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  among 
the  most  faithful  workers  in  the  fold.  He  has  a 
splendid  farm,  and  is  the  owner  of  a cotton-gin, 
built  in  1887,  that  ginned  some  269  bales  of  cotton 
the  following  year.  He  is  a man  of  sound  common 
sense,  whose  Avord  is  always  considered  as  good  as 
his  bond,  and  possesses  the  qualities  that  go  to 
make  up  a A'alued  and  influential  citizen. 

William  J.  Wilson,  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  Ravenden,  AA^as  born  in  California,  in 
1853.  He  is  a son  of  Capt.  Isaac  D.  Wilson,  whose 
birthplace  was  in  Tennessee,  but  was  reared  in 
Arkansas,  having  come  to  this  State  and  settled  in 
IVhite  County,  among  the  first  arrivals.  I.  D. 
Wilson  grew  to  manhood  in  White  County,  and 
was  married  in  Lawrence  County  to  Miss  Martha 
F.  Estes,  ilfter  their  marriage  they  made  a trip 
to  California  and  remained  seA'eral  years,  return- 
ing about  the  year  1855,  and  locating  in  Washing- 
ton County.  Capt.  Wilson  held  a commission  in 
the  Confederate  army,  and  died  in  that  service 
about  1863,  while  gallantly  defending  his  cause. 
William  J.  Wilson  Avas  reared  in  LaAvrence  and 
Sharp  Counties,  and  cultivated  the  soil  until  the 
year  1882,  when  he  entered  into  commercial  life  at 
Williford.  He  remained  here  two  years  and  then 
moA-ed  to  RaA^enden,  where  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Ball,  with  Avhom  he  continued  in 
business  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Texas  and  purchased  some  land,  and 
on  his  return  was  inactiA’e  until  1887,  AA'hen  he 
once  more  entered  into  business.  He  carries  a 
large  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  has  estab- 
lished a tine  trade,  enjoying  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  fair  dealing  and  honest  goods.  He  also 
handles  cotton  to  a considerable  extent,  and  is  in- 
terested with  Mr.  Ball  in  the  erection  of  a cotton- 
gin.  Mr.  Wilson  aa’us  married,  in  1873,  to  IMi^s 
Mary  Osborn,  and  they  are  noAv  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Isaac  M.,  IMartha  A..  Minnie,  Alvin. 
Thomas  and  Tollie.  Both  parents  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  IMr.  Wilson  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  secretary  of  his  lodge. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


< — ' 

Jackson  County— Act  of  Ckeation— Seat  of  Justice  Located— County  Structures— Official  Cata- 
logue-Votes AND  Voters— The  War  of  1861-65— The  Administration  of  Justice— Church 
Denominations  Represented  — School  Matters  Outlined  — Names  of  the 
Early  Settlers— The  County  Located—Topography—Streams— 

Timber— Soil— Resources— Property  Valuation— Rail-  ' 

ROADS— Population— Towns  and  Villages— 

Personal  Memoirs. 


The  “good  old  times  ’’ — all  times,  when  old,  are  good — 
Are  gone;  the  present  might  be,  if  they  would; 

Great  things  have  been,  and  are,  and  greater  still 
Want  little  of  mere  mortals  but  their  will. — Byron. 


“■  ACKSON  COFNTY  was  oruan- 

f ■ ■ ^ 

■5.  ized  in  accordance  with  an  act  of 

r ' f'he  legislature  of  the  Territory 
of  Ai’kansas,  approved  Novem- 
ber 5,  1829.*  As  then  consti- 
tuted it  embraced  nearly  all  of 
what  is  now  W'oodruff  County. 
The  latter  was  cut  off  in  18152.  By 
the  act  creating  Woodruff,  and 
other  acts,  the  county  has  been  re- 
duced to  its  present  limits,  as 
given  in  subsequent  pages  of  its 
history. 

In  1832  the  site  for  the  per- 
manent seat  of  justice  for  the 
county  was  chosen  at  a place 
called  Litchfield,  which  was  on  the  Jacksonport 
and  Augusta  road,  at  the  crossing  of  Village  Creek, 
a point  some  two  or  three  miles  southeast  of  the 
present  town  of  New[)ort.  Here  the  county  seat 
remained  until  1839,  when  it  was  removed  to 
Elizabeth,  a point  on  the  northeast  sid(>  of  White 

*Named  in  honor  of  General  .lack.son. 


River,  about  midway  between  the  present  sites  of 
Jacksonport  and  Newport;  there  it  continued  until 
1852,  when  it  was  removeel  to  Augusta,  which  is 
now  the  county  seat  of  Woodruff*  County.  T!ie 
next  year,  1853,  it  was  changed  to  Jacksonport. 
and  there  has  since  remained.  It  is  predicted 
that  its  next  and  final  removal  will  be  to  Newport, 
the  largest  town  in  the  county,  and  the  one  having 
the  greatest  transportation  facilities. 

A small  frame  court-house  wms  erected  at 
Elizabeth,  but  no  county  building  was  constructed 
at  either  of  the  other  places  where  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice was  fixed  until  after  it  was  removed  to  its  pres- 
ent location,  and  not  there  until  early  in  the  TO’s. 
when  the  present,^  court  house  was  erected.  This 
house  was  built  by  Col.  J.  A.  Schnable,  the  orig- 
inal contract  being  for  840,000.  It  is  claimed, 
however,  that  it  cost  twice  that  amount  by  the  time 
final  {layment  wtis  made.  It  is  a very  substantial 
tw'o  story  brick  structure,  large  and  commoibous, 
with  halls  and  offices  on  the  first  tioor,  and  court- 
room above.  A serviceable  fire-proof  vault,  cost- 
ing, together  with  its  Imrglar  proof  safe  and  other 
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furniture,  about  $2,800,  has  recently  been  attached. 
Near  the  court-house  stands  a small,  frame  jailer’s 
residence  and  a safe  and  complete  stone  jail  with 
iron  cells.  i 

I The  county  poor  farm,  consisting  of  forty 
acres,  on  which  the  paupers  are  supported,  lies 
five  miles  north  of  Jacksouport. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  officers 
of  Jackson  County,  with  the  dates  of  their  terms  of 
service  annexed,  from  its  organization  to  the  pre-  j 
sent  time:  ! 

Judges:  Hiram  Glass,  1830-32;  E.  Bartley, 

1832-33;  J.  Robinson,  1833-35;  D.  C.  Waters, 
1835-36;  John  Rodby,  1836-38;  D.  C.  Waters, 
1838-40;  O.  M.  Stephenson,  1842-44;  John 
Robimson.  1844-50;  J.  H.  T.  Webb,  1850-52;  A. 

J.  Langford,  1852-54;  J.  C.  Johnson,  1854-56; 
H.  D.  Casey,  1856-58;  J.  C.  Kirkpatrick,  1858-  j 
62;  A.  J.  Langford,  1862-68;  T.  J.  Randolph, 
1868-72;  J.  W.  Stayton,  1874-78;  J.  W.  Phillips, 
1878-84;  W.  H.  Jago,  1884-86;  M.  M.  Stuckey,  | 
present  incumbent,  first  elected  in  1886.  ; 

Clerks:  J.  C.  Saylors,  1830-33;  A.  M.  Car- 

penter, 1833-35;  P.  O.  Flynn,  1835-36;  J.  C. 
Saylors,  1836-40;  W.  J.  Haggard,  1840-42; 
Garlen  Silvey,  1842-44;  W.  J.  Haggard,  1844-46; 
A.  Crow,  1846-48;  A.  H.  Logan,  1848-52;  W.  R. 
Jones,  1852-54;  D.  C.  Perry,  1854-56;  C.  W. 
Board,  1856-58;  R.  R.  Kellogg,  1858-68;  Will- 
j iam  Akers,  18<»8-71;  M.  McCannany,  1871-74;  F. 
R.  Hargrave,  1874-76;  H.  C.  Lowe,  1876-78;  R.  , 
W.  Bandy,  1878-84:  J.  J.  AValker,  present  incum- 
bent, first  elected  in  1884. 

Sheriffs:  Isaac  Gray,  1830-35;  James  Robin- 

son, 1835-38;  Isaac  Gray,  1838-42;  J.  Robinson, 
1842-44:  J.  H.  T.  AVebb,  1844-46;  J.  J.  AVaddle, 
1846-50;  G.  Silvey,  1850-54:  R.  Hudson,  1854-  ' 
56;  A.  H.  Logan,  1856-62;  J.  R.  Jelks,  18n2-64; 
L.  R.  Clay,  1864-66;  J.  R.  Loftiu,  1866-68;  R. 
Kinman,  1868-72;  H.  N.  Faulkinbury,  1872-74; 

J.  R.  Loftin,  1874-82;  T.  S.  Stephens,  present 
incumbent,  first  elected  in  1882,  and  served  con-  ' 
tinuously  since. 

Treasurers:  G.  A\’.  Cromwell,  1836-40;  B. 
Bailey,  1840-42;  J.  AVebb,  1812-44;  J.  C.  Pugh,  I 
1844-46;  J.  R.  Frost,  18 46-, 50;  John  Cowdry,  | 


1850-52;  L.  R.  Clay,  1852  -54;  A.  H.  Logan, 
1854-56;  W.  F.  Mason,  1856-60;  P.  S.  AA’isdom. 
1860-64;  AV.  F.  Young,  1864-68;  A.  J.  Green- 
haw,  1868-72;  G.  Brandenburg,  1872-74;  A\\  S. 
Shuford,  1874-78;  AV.  H.  Heard.  1878-80;  AV.  S. 
Shuford,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  1880,  n'- 
elected  and  served  continuously  since. 

Coroners;  M.  Copeland,  1830-32;  Hiram 
Glass,  1832-35;  J.  Matthews,  1835-36;  Samuel 
Matthews,  1836-38;  Sam  Allen.  1838-40;  R. 
Montgomery,  1840-42;  J.  AVilliams,  1842-44;  A. 
Crow,  1844-46;  James  Patten,  1846-48;  I.  Hamil- 
ton, 1848-50;  L.  R.  Clay,  1850-52;  J.  G.  New- 
bold,  1852-54;  Charles  McKinney,  1854-58;  C.  H. 
Jackson,  1858-60;  J.  L.  Quinn,  1860-62;  AA’.  J. 
Sweat,  1862-64;  A.  J.  Greenhaw,  1864-66;  AA'. 
H.  AVatkins,  1866-68;  J.  J.  Green,  1868-72; 
George  Gordon.  1872-74;  R.  O.  Duffer,  1874-80; 
AV.  D.  Shackelford,  1880-82;  R.  O.  Duffer,  1882- 
84;  R.  AV.  AV  allace,  1884-86;  F.  Harrison,  1886- 
88;  Thomas  Nance,  present  incumbent,  elected  in 
1888. 

Surveyors;  John  Robinson,  1832-35;  Hall 
Roddy,  1835-38;  AA’illiam  Scruggs,  1840-42;  J. 
Gibson,  1842-44;  H.  H.  Pongur,  1814-46;  AA’illiam 
Hughes,  1846-48;  Jesse  Oats,  1848-50;  John 
Towey,  1850-52;  B.  Ford,  1852-54;  J.  Alullins, 
1854-56;  J.  C.  Alullins,  1856-58;  J.  M.  Mullins, 
1858-60;  John  Glass,  1860-62;  J.  R.  Siddell, 
1862-64:  Ignatius  Sjirigg,  1864-68;  B.  F.  Chand- 
ler, 1868-72;  C.  E.  Brizzell,  1872-74;  Al.  Hawk. 
1874-76;  AV.  P.  AIcDonald,  1876-78;  F.  Simmons, 
1878-88;  T.  AV.  Jamison,  present  incumbent, 
elected  in  1888. 

Assessors;  AVilliam  Brian,  1868-71;  AV.  J. 
Scott,  1871-72;  F.  AV.  Lynn,  1872-74;  J.  G. 
Bandy,  1874-76;  G.  C.  Buford,  1876-80;  J.  R. 
AVestJ  1880-84;  J.  S.  Jones,  1884-88;  F.  R. 
Dowell,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

Representatives  in  constitutional  conventions: 
John  Robinson,  1836;  J.  H.  Patterson,  1861; 
John  Box,  1864;  W.  H.  Pickett,*  1868;  Franklin 
Doswell,  1874. 

R.  Tidwell  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
county  in  the  council,  and  Alorgan  Maguess  anil 

* Never  present. 
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HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


C.  S.  Manley  the  first  representatives  in  the  house  j 
of  the  Territorial  legislature.  This  was  in  1831. 

The  votes  cast  in  Jackson  County  for  the  can- 
didates for  governor  and  for  president  at  the  late 
elections  will  show  its  political  aspect.  They  were 
as  follows;  At  the  September  election,  1888,  for 
governor,  James  P.  Eagle  (Dem.),  1,S0S;  C.  M. 
Norwood  (Com.  0pp.),  1,200;  at  the  November 
election,  1888,  for  president,  Cleveland  (Dem.), 
1,555;  Harrison  (Rep.),  842;  Streeter  (U.  L.),  82; 
Fisk  (Pro.),  5. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Civil  War  of  1861-05, 
the  people  of  Jackson  County  were  found  to  be 
almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  secession  and  the 
proposed  Southern  Confederacy.  The  delegate 
elected  to  represent  the  county  in  the  State  conven- 
tion, held  at  Little  Rock  in  March,  1861,  was  in- 
structed to  vote  for  secession  of  the  State  from  the 
Federal  Union.  Eleven  companies  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  and  McCown's  battery,  about  1,200  men 
in  all,  were  organized  within  the  county  for  the 
Southern  army. 

The  companies  were  originally  commanded,  re- 
spectively, by  Capts.  A.  C.  Pickett,  Harvey  ^\41son, 
O.  Percell, Orm,  J.  H.  Hunter,  M.  M.  Bate- 

man, Robert  Anthony,  A.  C.  Hooker,  J.  H.  Patter- 
son and  others.  No  Federal  troops  were  raised 
here,  and  no  fights  worthy  of  mention  took  place 
within  the  county’s  boundaries.  It  was  held  alter- 
nately and  over-run  by  the  contending  armies,  and 
much  property  was  destroyed.  A few  little  skir- 
mishes took  place  between  scouting  parties,  and  a 
few  individuals  were  killed.  The  citizens  suffered 
considerably  for  the  want  of  provisions,  and  shared 
alike  with  those  of  adjoining  counties,  the  hard- 
ships of  “ cruel  war.  ” Numerous  Union  soldiers 
have  settled  here  since  the  war,  the  effects  of  which 
struggle  are  rapidly  passing  away. 

The  first  terms  of  the  courts  held  in  the 
county  were  early  in  1830,  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
Wideman,  at  the  place  now  called  Irwin,  a Hag 
station  on  the  Batesville  & Brinkley  Railroad,  five 
miles  south  of  Newport.  At  this  point  the  organ- 
ization of  the  county  was  completed,  and  the 
courts  continued  to  be  held  there  until  the  seat  of 
justice  was  established  at  Litchfield,  in  1832. 


Hiram  Glass  was  the  first  county  coirrt  judge,  and 
J.  C.  Saylors  the  first  clerk  of  the  courts.  Judge 
Thomas  P.  Eskridge  convened  the  first  term  of  the 
circuit  court  on  Monday,  May  3,  1830,  and  finding 
no  business  he  immediately  “ adjourned  to  court 
in  course.  ” The  next  term  began  on  the  first 
Monday  of  November  following,  when  the  first 
grand  jury  was  empaneled.  This  jury,  after  a | 
short  deliberation,  reported  ‘ ‘ no  business  fouml,  ’ ’ 
and  were  then  discharged.  No  such  report  has 
ever  been  made  since.  At  the  third  term  of  this 
court  the  grand  jury  found  three  indictments — the 
first  against  a man  for  bigamy,  the  second  against 
a man  and  w'oman  for  adultery,  and  the  third 
against  a man  for  vagrancy.  In  the  first  case  the 
defendant  was  “ too  much  married,  ” in  the  second 
' the  defendants  were  ‘ ‘ not  enough  married,  ’ ’ and 
the  third  proves  that  there  were  “tramps”  (va- 
grants) then  as  well  as  now.  Judge  Eskridge  con- 
tinued on  the  bench  until  1835,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Judge  Archibald  Yell,  who  in  1837  was 
succeeded  by  Judge  Lewis  B.  Tully.  | 

The  county  court  of  Jackson  County  convenes  ' 
on  the  first  Mondays,  and  the  probate  court  on  the 
second  Mondays  of  January,  April,  July  and  Oc- 
tober, and  the  circuit  court  on  the  fourth  Mondays 
of  April  and  October  of  each  year. 

The  legal  bar  of  the  county  consists  of  the 
following  named  attorneys  : William  R.  Jones, 
Franklin  Doswell,  Joseph  M.  Bell,  J.  W.  Stayton. 
Joseph  W.  Phillips,  L.  Minor,  W.  A.  IMonroe, 
Isaac  T.  Davis,  M.  M.  Stuckey,  O.  W.  Scarboroirgh, 

J.  M.  Stayton,  Gustave  Jones,  C.  F.  Greenlee  and 
F.  M.  Lamberton.  I 

The  county’s  criminal  record  is  comparatively 
small.  One  white  man  and  two  negroes  have  been 
legally  executed  since  the  close  of  the  Civil  War 
for  the  crime  of  murder,  and  two  colored  men  have 
been  taken  from  the  jail  and  hanged  by  a lawless 
mob.  During  the  war  period  a number  of  murders  | 
were  committed  by  roving  bands  of  soldiers  and 
others,  who  took  advantage  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  times. 

The  leading  religious  denominations  within 
Jackson  County  are  the  IMethodist  Episcopal, 
South,  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  Episcopal  and  Chris 
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tian.  The  Methodists  have  three  stations — New-  I 
port,  A.  M.  Branson,  pastor,  with  a meinbershij) 
of  115;  Jacksonport,  W.  E.  Rutledge,  pastor,  mem- 
bership about  ninety,  and  Auvergne,  ^\^  R.  Foster, 
pastor,  with  a membership  of  sixty-three  ; also 
Tuckerman  circuit,  E.  M.  Davis,  jiastor.  and 
Weldon  circuit,  R.  M.  Manley,  pastor.  The 
former  of  these  circuits  embraces  two  or  more 
appointments  with  an  aggregate  membership  of 
sixty-three;  and  the  latter,  three  or  more  appoint- 
ments, with  an  aggregate  membership  of  112.  < 
Seven  Sunday-schools  are  reported  with  the.se 
church  organizations.*  i 

Of  the  Baptist  Church  organizations  there  are 
Pleasant  Valley  at  Auvergne,  Elder  J.  I.  Martin,  ‘ 
pastor,  with  a membership  of  seventy-four;  Oak  : 
Grove,  Elder  John  Ball,  pastor,  membership  nine-  ! 
teen;  Hickory  Grove  and  Litchheld.  Elder  F.  M.  ; 
Brannon,  pastor,  membership,  respectively,  eighty- 
two  and  eighteen,  and  Pleasant  Hill,  the  latter  ; 
having  only  a small  membership.  All  of  these  : 
belong  to  the  White  River  Valley  Baptist  Associa-  i 
tion.  j 

There  is  only  one  Presbyterian  Church  organi-  | 
zation  in  the  county,  the  one  located  at  New'port.  ! 
It  w’as  organized  January  29,  1882,  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Long  of  Bates ville.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev. 
Richard  B.  ^\  illis,  of  Searcy,  and  the  membei'ship 
is  nineteen. 

Of  the  Christian  Church,  there  are  within  the 
county  the  following  named  organizations;  Shiloh, 
Surrounding  Hill,  Grand  Lake,  one  at  McCullouorh’s 
School  house  on Departee Creek,  Robinson’sChapel, 
Hopewell,  one  in  Richwood  Township,  one  eight 
miles  southeast  of  Newport,  one  three  miles  east  of 
Tuckerman,  and  Swifton;  the  whole  having  an 
aggregate  membership  of  about  500.  Elder  Ritch- 
erson  preaches  at  Shiloh,  Surrounding  Hill  and 
Robinson’s  Chapel;  Elder  S.  Bowman  at  Hopewell; 
Elders  Townsend  and  Mills  at  and  near  Swifton, 
and  Elder  J.  G.  Connor  at  a point  three  miles  east 
of  Tuckerman. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  is  one  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  county,  located  at  Newport. 
Rev.  Coursan,  of  Little  Rock,  officiates  as  rector.  | 

■^Statistics  mostly  from  last  Conference  minutes.  | 
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The  educational  facilities  of  Jackson  County 
are  best  shown  by  the  following  statistics,  taken  ; 
from  the  report  of  the  State  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  for  the  year  ending  June  20, 
1888:  Scholastic  population — white,  males  1,710, 
females  1,565,  total  3,211;  colored,  males  567,  j 
females  548,  total  1,115.  Number  of  pupils 
taught  in  the  public  schools — white,  males  1,122, 
females  928,  total  2,050;  colored,  males  407,  fe- 
males 382,  total  789.  Number  of  school  districts 
21;  number  reporting  enrollment  24;  number  vot- 
ing local  tax  20;  number  of  teachers  employed, 

71;  average  monthly  salary  of  teachers — first  , 
grade,  males,  850;  females,  845;  second  grade, 
males,  842.50,  females  837.50;  third  grade — males,  ' 

825,  females  830.  Amount  expended  for  th.e  sup- 
port of  the  free  schools — teacher's  salaries,  818,- 
015.47;  treasurer's  commissions,  8465.25.  total 
818,480.82.  These  statistics,  if  full  and  correct, 
would  show  that  only  a little  over  sixty-one  per  cent 
of  the  white,  and  a little  over  seventy  per  cent  of  the 
coloj’ed  scholastic  population,  w'ere  taught  in  the 
public  schools;  this,  however,  is  not  correct  for  the 
reason  that  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school 
in  seven  of  the  thirty-one  districts  w'ere  not  re- 
ported at  all.  The  State  school  system  is  very 
defective.  A school  law  should  compel  full  and 
complete  statistical  reports  showing  all  of  its  opera- 
tions, proving  itself  adequate  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  cause  of  education.  The  wages  paid  teachers 
is  sufficient  to  secure  good  talent,  and  the  amount 
of  money  expended  for  the  public  schools,  if  prop- 
erly applied  under  a more  efficient  school  system, 
would  bring  about  better  results.  Jackson  County, 
however,  makes  a far  more  favoralde  showing  in 
respect  to  her  schools  than  many  other  counties 
within  the  State. 

Auvergne  Academy  is  a private  enterprise,  and 
was  established  in  1885  at  the  progressive  town 
of  Auvergne,  l)v  the  retpie.st  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  that  place  and  vicinity.  The  Academy  building, 
which  is  a large  two-story  frame,  was  erected  in 
1885,  by  D.  W.  Bristol,  of  Beebe,  under  the  man-  | 
agemeut  of  Dr.  G.  D.  Clements  and  R.  M.  Laird. 
The  property  was  purchased  June  22,  ISSS,  l>y  D. 

L.  Paisley  and  A.  L.  Blake,  now  the  principals 
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of  tlie  faculty  of  the  Academy.  The  town  of 
Auverijne  is  high  and  rolling,  free  from  mud  and 
malaria,  and  the  school  is  strictly  moral,  hut  not 
sectarian.  It  is  open  to  both  sexes.  More  ex- 
tended mention  of  this  institution  is  made  in  sub- 
sequent pages. 

The  settlement  of  the  teiritory  now  composing 
Jackson  County  began  some  time  prior  to  1830, 
the  date  of  its  organization,  but  by  whom  or  just 
when  the  first  settlement  was  made  can  not  be 
definitely  stated.  The  following  named  persons 
who  composed  the  first  grand  jury  of  the  county 
were,  as  a matter  of  coiu'se,  prominent  pioneers 
here:  Nicholas  Copeland,  Dudley  Glass,  Jesse 
Gray,  Jacob  Haggerton,  Michael  Haggerton,  Silas 
T.  Glass,  Samuel  Stokes,  Joseph  Haggerton, 
Elijah  Bartley,  Holloway  Stokes,  John  Teague, 
John  Flannery,  Jacob  Flannery,  William  Melton, 
John  James,  Martin  Copeland,  Martin  Bridgeman 
and  Redding  Stokes.  Some  of  these,  perhaps, 
lived  in  that  part  of  the  county  since  cut  off  in  the 
formation  of  Woodruff  County.  John  Widemau, 
at  whose  house  the  first  courts  were  held,  the  Cope- 
lands and  Newton  Arnold,  were  the  first  settlers  in 
the  neighborhood  of  what  is  now  Irwin  Station, 
on  the  Batesville  & Brinkley  Railroad.  George 
Hatch  and  a Mr.  Daugherty  were  the  first  to 
locate  at  Newport. 

Alexander,  George,  William,  Samuel  and  John 
Robinson,  five  brothers,  and  their  cousin  James 
Robinson,  all  from  Tennessee,  together  with  George 
Crummel  and  several  others,  with  their  families, 
located  in  1831  in  the  neighborhood  of  Litchfield. 
The  Grays  and  Stokes  were  the  first  settlers  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county,  a Frenchman,  Shave- 
naugh  by  name,  Dunbar  and  the  Holleuheads, 
were  among  the  first  in  the  northern  part,  and 
Thomas  T.  Tunstall  and  Samuel  Reid  were  early 
residents  at  Jacksonport.  xkbout  the  year  1833  or 
1834,  the  Robinsons  bought  a steam  boat,  the 
“Mount  Pleasant,’’  with  which  they  carried  on  a 
trade  for  several  years  following,  between  their 
landing  at  Newport  and  New  Orleans.  [For  the 
names  of  other  pioneer  settlers  see  the  early 
county  officers  and  biographical  sketches.  ] 

The  county  lies  in  Northeast  Arkansas,  and 


is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lawrence,  east  by 
Craighead,  Poinsett  and  Cross,  south  by  Woodruff 
and  White,  and  v/est  by  White  and  Independence 
Counties.  It  has  an  area  of  650  square  miles,  of 
which  only  about  one-fifth  is  improved.  There  are 
some  government  lands  in  the  county  subject  to 
homestead  entry,  and  some  State  lands  subject  to 
donation,  and  about  30,000  acres  beloni^ine:  to  the 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  <k  Southern  Railway 
Company;  the  remainder  is  owned  by  individuals. 

The  boundary  lines  of  the  county  are  as  fol- 
lows: Beginning  on  the  fifth  principal  meridian, 
where  it  is  intersected  by  the  township  line  divid- 
ing Townships  14  and  15  north;  thence  south  on 
the  meridian  line  to  the  point  where  it  is  inter- 
sected by  the  township  line  dividing  Townships 
8 and  9 north;  thence  west  on  the  township  line 
to  the  range  line  between  Ranges  2 and  3 west ; 
thence  north  on  the  range  line  to  the  township 
line  dividing  Townships  9 and  10  north;  thence 
west  on  the  towmship  line  to  the  range  line  between 
Ranges  5 and  6 west;  thence  north  on  the  range 
line  to  the  township  line  dividing  Townships  10 
and  11  north;  thence  east  on  the  township  line  to 
the  range  line  between  Ranges  3 and  4 west;  thence 
north  on  the  range  line  to  White  River;  thence 
down  White  River,  following  its  meanders,  to  the 
mouth  of  Black  River;  thence  up  Black  River, 
following  its  meanders,  to  the  point  where  it  first 
crosses  (in  its  downward  course)  the  township  line 
dividing  Towmships  14  and  15  north;  thence  east 
on  the  township  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Jackson  County  is  situated  in  the  valleys  of 
White,  Black  and  Cache  Rivers.  White  River, 
after  forming  a short  portion  of  the  boundary, 
enters  from  the  west  at  the  town  of  Jacksonport. 
and  flows  thence  in  a general  southeasterly  direc- 
tion to  Newport,  and  thence  a little  west  of  south 
until  it  crosses  the  southern  boundary,  in  the  middle 
of  Range  4 west.  It  is  a most  magnificent  river, 
and  is  navigable  throughout  the  year  to  iioints  far 
north.  Black  River,  as  has  been  noted,  forms 
about  one-half  of  the  western  boundary  of  the 
county,  and  empties  into  White  River  just  above 
j the  town  of  Jacksonport.  It  also  is  a beautiful 
I stream,  very  deep,  and  is  navigable  iluring  all  the 
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year  for  a considerable  distance.  Cache  River 
makes  its  appearance  near  the  center  of  the 
eastern  boundary,  and  flows  thence  west  of  south, 
passing  out  at  a point  about  eight  miles  west  of 
the  soittheast  corner.  Village  Creek  enters  the  i 
county  at  a point  about  two  and  a half  miles  west  | 
of  its  northeast  corner,  and  flows  in  a southerly  i 
and  southwesterly  direction,  and  empties  into 
White  River  about  four  miles  south  of  Newport. 
Departee  Creek,  from  the  north,  runs  in  a south- 
erly direction  across  the  eastern  part  of  Township 
10  north,  Range  4 west,  and  empties  into  White 
River  below.  These,  the  principal  streams  of  the 
county,  and  their  tributaries,  furnish  its  entire 
drainage.  Cache  River,  and  some  of  the  smaller 
streams  are  extremely  slow  and  sluggish.  In  that 
region  lying  east  of  Black  and  White  Rivers  there 
are  several  small  lakes  or  bayous.  Some  good 
springs  are  found  here,  though  they  are  not  so 
numerous  as  in  a more  hilly  country.  Cisterns 
and  wells  ai'e  in  general  use,  and  the  supply  of 
good  water  for  all  purposes  is  abundant. 

That  part  of  the  county  lying  west  of  Departee 
Creek,  embracing  about  one  and  a half  Congres- 
sional townships,  is  hilly,  while  the  balance  is  com- 
paratively low  and  level;  the  farming  lands  bor- 
dering on  White  River  being  elevated  some  six  I 
to  eight  feet  above  the  Cache  flats.  The  best  | 
farming  lands  embrace  that  portion  of  country  j 
lying  between  Village  Creek  and  White  River, 
occupying  a low  ridge  rising  several  feet  al)ove  the 
adjacent  flats,  and  elevated  about  ten  feet  above 
high  water  of  White  River,  and  that  portion  of 
the  Oil  Trough  Bottom  extending  into  the  County  [ 
of  Independence.  This  latter  tract  is  situated  in 
the  bend  of  White  River,  soirth  of  Jacksonport  and 
west  of  Newport.  The  low  ridge  dividing  the 
waters  of  Village  Creek  and  White  River  has  a 
siliceous  soil  and  subsoil  of  seven  feet,  under  which 
is  a stratum  of  tough  yellow  clay,  eighteen  feet  in 
thickness.  These  are  underlaid  by  a light  colored 
sand,  the  thickness  of  which  has  not  b(>en  ascer- 
tained; this  sand  forms  the  sub-stratum,  art'ording 
unfailing  supplies  of  excellent  pure  water,  and  is 
reached  by  sinking  wells  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet. 
The  soil  of  the  “ tirst  bottoms,"  or  the  lowest  j 


valley  lands,  is  composed  of  alluvial  deposits  and 
vegetable  mould,  and  that  of  the  higher  lands  is 
made  up  of  sand,  chay  and  vegetable  mould,  and 
all,  excepting  some  portions  of  the  hilly  and  ridge 
lands,  are  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile.  The  low 
lands  along  the  streams  and  bayous  support  a 
growth  of  large  timber,  gum,  cypress,  ash,  pin  oak, 
hackberry,  sycamore,  cottonwood,  elm,  etc.,  while 
the  higher  lands  abound  in  black,  white  and  post 
oak,  black  walnut  and  some  hickory.  The  rrrowth 
on  the  hilly  lands  consists  of  several  varieties  of 
oak  and  some  hickory,  while  the  summits  are  cov- 
ered principally  with  blackjack  oak.  There  is  yet 
an  unlimited  supply  of  good  timber.  No  mineral 
is  claimed  to  exist  here.  Aside  from  the  malaria 
caused  by  stagnant  surface  water  in  the  extensive 
forests,  the  county  is  comparatively  healthy.  The 
malaria  disappears  in  proportion  as  the  country  is 
cleared  of  its  forests  and  the  lands  are  drained. 

At  present  the  lumber  industry  is  a leading 
! source  of  income  to  individuals,  and  as  the  supply 
j of  timber  seems  almost  inexhaustible  it  will  so  con- 
j tinue  for  many  years.  One  stave  factory,  thirteen 
I saw  mills  and  a planing-mill  are  in  operation.  The 
lumber  is  extensively  shipped  to  the  manufacturing 
cities  of  this  country  and  also  of  Europe.  Cotton, 
corn,  oats,  wheat,  millet  and  potatoes  are  the  prin- 
cipal products  of  the  soil,  and  with  ju’oper  culti- 
vation the  lands  will  produce  per  acre  from  SOO 
to  1,500  pounds  of  seed  cotton,  thirty  to  sixty 
bushels  of  corn  or  oats,  and  fifteen  to  twenty  tive 
bushels  of  wheat.  Clover  and  the  seed  grasses 
succeed  well,  but  they  are  not  as  yet  extensively 
cultivated.  All  varieties  of  fruit  common  to  this 
latitude  can  also  be  raised  in  great  excellence  and 
abundance,  but  horticulture  has  not  received  much 
I attention.  In  1S80  there  were  1,282  farms  within 

I 

j the  county  and  48,407  acres  of  improved  lands, 

I from  which  the  yield  of  products  for  the  previous 
j year  were  as  follows;  Cotton.  13,805  bales;  Indian 
I corn,  384,308  bushels;  oats,  (>,300;  wheat.  7.4 lo; 
I hay,  150  tons;  Irish  potatoes.  4,040  bushels;  swt'et 
potatoes,  7,230  bushels;  tobacco,  4,700  pounds. 

, The  United  States  census  of  1800  will  undoubtedly 
show  the  ju'oducts  of  the  present  year  (1880)  to  be 
more  than  double  these  amounts. 


♦ 

•< 


I ' 


: '•:> 


J , 

. i 


'J  T • I '!. , 

Vdj'  > 1 

I ■ . 

'"'  "’■(  ■' 

' •■■  :J.  ■ .:lfl 

, l.fi;  “r,l.r 

■t>^  4.,i1' 

!(i  VHfT'fi' O',-  h;;- 

’-.I  yi(r:i<'. 

) •'  r.i  ■■■.  ijl  J 


' J -u: 

'■  ioi;;  <*•’! 

’’f  I '(fit  r 'lOO'-j' 


' If  OIH  - I -,  . ^tj, 

'‘■1  •■  ■ ■■■'  .-if/t/tf' 


■■r-’i.  ii’:.tr-i 
n'l 

■'J  r "li  lri-.il!  '. 

r.i  ./'f  j 


; . ' . .rui!itiii  -v-to!  'iv 

" w i.mijdo  .Y/n'iiU;)/'!} 

-;-‘f  fii  r-h,(,;!  ■jjil'  fil 

^ 'I  •I'-.J-  . ,(;  /o 

i'  JJjJ'iV;  ..yJi'vi'I  j 

j M I.  Vrn  «, 

■'  '•  l«  . 

i’ioao'ifj  ni  .yniJrtfl 

‘A/;  -Y/  j,- 


‘ „ ,o». 

)',•»  .H 

•••*'•*  • Mi.,,  . .n«aai«.q 

’ Win  ‘find  a r,„.  o-ai  r-  .fn  injinj  ,,  in  /joBw> 

■■'■)i-ji.(*  n „i  H,fo»  c i)i  i„ 


"»0; 

■l  iuc}7?',9>r  | i-yvia 

1.)  Uc,r;(  . .0  . •..:■  ) K>o-f6...  fioiiwnib  vlto 

' .u,y.ro..  .t,  iw  I ^rftiou  01 

iWolad  wiH 

■ .<•  .rwn..ifil  w.di  f-,« 

o.liJ  .mn.-.K  ,, 

-io  .c.,:,: 


il 


i I' ‘i« ' -ui  ,'iius  *'..o.MO'.-'iJur.i  uj  rtirro>yn.)  1i>  <>ou<'nv 

l.■'‘•  llnf  xt,,,  ‘5.^^, 

«-  n;A.  .v.iaKii  WU)  >,'n  - „oi.<  ',-,.1  ..u„,w 

7iir  r r,.„, . fji^,  y.,,.- 

:-'Vx;fi  o .if.;..mx  f>x{'t  <4  h' •/{*tyi.n;';4f;  . li  iv<iaud 

-''■  '--'i  'Txfjf  i'  fi  H;  Kfj'y  , .. 

-x:a  __  _ 

> ;,;h,  .,, 

;iN"l  . 'If;,.;  Vi,  ;)oy,  I v*t  '..fUiy. 

’ " ‘ ''•■'■  * '■  ' ■'  1'  (i')'J  , i 

’ ^ »...,  ■!,.  fl'i.y,  V,  .' 

’■■'•  ■''••"-■i'-'  -j.-i'id'X/  io  HH.,.fMt!:i 

•■'■'•  •'■'  ••»?  •v;-'-’  " .-.•'•■fr- 

■■  ' ••'  ■ •• ' .j.-.ji}vit'»'» 

^ 'y''  ■'■•  ■ •>'?  O,  h:  f,,.  : - i U:JtJHl  . 

ion  x^Rjr-xj/jfuoii'ioxi  ,:„ri  ' 

•■  "■'  .n>KU-8LM  i-t'-.y  al  ..ioxWm  | 

'*1  b -• : ,>'j.{/iii  to  vim/or)  ‘jilj 

n-  -!i  VH  .fy ![.,,•>{  to  Odi  fioiJw  «iOll  ^ 

Kf  aa-^rnov  i 

•■'••*■•* 

(‘Yf'  I vAoiii.lOo  ' :'v^'  -:V*-t.  ■* 

H-,  ,M..J  ti.  :'ir>ro.o^HTojv 

‘1  lOx^rJ  viij  ?o  hinvfao-di  i/(vr  y.y,fH 

*i<Ui(i.ijfTB  •Jf.'uft  iFiffrob  r.«x!i5''.|ox;< 


,oxt.i  %ioxfj  lutraji  op; 


' ■^’  • /:iixtrfi,,n  vlfaf  p ^ 


#41  -»ui  DOS 

f/a  loi  irooa 

* I > i W*  ^ t ? It  * f i*  X . r»  4.M  A 1*  ..'•  J . _vC'  '-^ 


^■r:.Uir,0  )h,,f  r.  limr  Ojik.  hjiMw  .jjixnaiJtno  ,MjO 
' .1*  f»n;iv  , fi.ro  a.,;  liNxixUawoi  Uaow 


•I- 


A 


«dj 


■ , .-I  '1^  J-\  , 

vl-i  ",  -ji'ily., 


f. 


i li,"!?  'fc'ol  vfevi.iaxuq 

; V ‘«’^  X30  sniwi,: 

- >.-^1  »dT  .MO, 

3o  ay.ji^oq  p ii;  , > a;oti,f  ^xxiuufll 

oi:r!V/  krm  '.sslixY  ntxawJtKj 

• li  r^oivqixtwo 

i -^/OMXv4..->r  /t-xj  f,n«  .,,afr 

>■'  P:dt  biu.  ts'vU  t„ 

■'  ‘ - ’’  -f  oiiit  ^yrbx.'oj,.!.  J^ootT  liO  adi 

-■i  «X  ■♦oBir  to3,i«f  .bJT  a'ffJ<ihffaqaLnI  Jo 

U«JiosnWi)»<.  lo  ,;o;:j  liidv/  1jbn9dadi 

‘idi  ^juhi^ib  .nib.T  Wof  ^fJT  itotjwo;!  Jo  i«8w 

Jf  ixi^ri  fitidW  bar  ' Jo 

dndw  7Mbjir/  to  Do«di>*>  . i;  flos  «iox.»iIi8  ' 

at  i.KtJ  Jd.waiflii,,  a w 

•i'*ftxfotx  -Ixl^ir.ii  vii  r.iiUa'i.iiOi,  V... 

'Xbod  y;  Jo  t-wajj-xiiit  m/Jj  ,ba^  ' 

t:i«ti/ioTb5  .aiOailTts-tAv  -oi;  *sft,-,et  J,oA!»  sjrf;;  ,f»aai«J 

/i'  ,(j  Of  «/-  :l  -(rF^fcad.^gttt 

hD  10  ’,atmo}j.,(  7^“  t.di  to  (io«  ©dT 

.'■V-  ■ 


'P 


't  i-tftiiMiiyifi 


s 


838 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


The  climate  being  so  mild  and  the  water 
supply  so  abundant,  this  locality  is  well  adapted 
to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  but  little  winter  feed- 
ing being  necessary.  According  to  the  census  re- 
ferred to  there  were  within  the  county  2. 192  horses, 
1,118  mules  and  asses,  11.240  neat  cattle,  1,343 
sheep  and  18,000  hogs.  The  assessment  rolls  of 
1888  show  that  the  county  then  had  3,030  horses, 
1,500  mules  and  asses,  15,171  neat  cattle,  1,202 
sheep  and  13,429  hogs — a noticeable  increase  from 
1880  to  1888  in  horses,  mules  and  asses  and  cattle, 
a small  decrease  in  the  number  of  sheep,  and  a 
large  apparent  but  not  real  decrease  in  the  number 
of  hogs.  A liberal  income  can  be  derived  by  de- 
veloping the  horticultural  advantages  herealjoiits. 

In  1880  the  real  estate  of  Jackson  County  was 
assessed  for  taxation  at  81,029,404  and  the  per- 
sonal property  reaching  §300,091,  making  a total 
of  §1,935,495,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes 
charged  thereon  was  §27,389.  In  1888  the  real 
estate  assessment  was  §2,140,781  and  personal 
property,  §753,179,  making  a total  of  §2,899,900, 
upon  which  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  charged 
was  §49,320. 55.  These  figures  indicate  that  since  j 
the  year  1880  the  taxable  wealth  of  the  county 
has  more  than  doubled  in  value.  This  increase  is 
due  mainly  to  the  building  of  the  railroads  and 
the  consequent  rapid  deveIo[)ment  of  resources  in 
the  community,  the  railroad  proj>erty  itself  adding 
to  the  assessment  the  sum  of  §015,850. 

The  main  line  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain 
& Southern  Railway  enters  the  county  about  three 
miles  west  of  its  northeast  corner  and  runs  thence 
in  a southwesterly  direction  l>y  way  of  Newj>ort  and 
other  points— its  length  within  the  county  being 
thirty-six  miles.  The  Batesville  branch  of  this 
railroad  departs  from  the  main  line  at  Diaz,  two 
miles  north  of  Newport,  its  length  within  this 
territory  being  iive  miles.  The  Batesville  & Brink- 
ley  Railroad  enters  eleven  miles  west  of  the  south- 
east corner  and  runs  mostly  in  a northern  direction 
to  Newport,  thence  northwesterly  to  its  present 
terminus  at  Jacksonpoii,  a distance  of  twenty-two 
miles.  The  total  number  of  miles  of  main  line  of 
railroads  within  the  county  is  sixty-three. 

The  aggregate  population  of  Jackson  County 


since  its  organization,  as  shown  by  various  United 
States  census  reports,  has  been  as  follows:  1830. 
333;  1840,  1,540;  1850,  3,080;  1800,  10,403: 
1870,  7,208;  1880,  10,877.  During  the  first  de- 
cade the  population  nearly  trebled,  during  the 
second  it  doubled,  and  during  the  third,  it  more 
than  trebled.  Then,  in  1802,  nearly  half  of  the 
territory  was  set  off  in  the  formation  of  Woodruff  j 
County,  which  accounts  for  the  reduction  of  popu- 
lation from  1800  to  1870.  On  account  of  the  rapid 
immigration  since  1880  the  population  at  this  writ- 
ing undoubtedly  equals  15,000  6r  more.  The 
colored  population  of  the  county  in  1870  was 
1,012,  and  in  1880,  2,703.  It  is  now  estimated 
at  3,000. 

Auvergne,  on  the  Batesville  & Brinkley  Rail- 
road, fourteen  miles  southeast  of  Jacksonport.  con-  j 
tains  a postoftice,  two  general  stores,  a drug  store,  ; 
grist-mill  and  cotton-gin,  a blacksmith  and  wood  ' 
shop,  public  school-house,  railroad  depot,  and  I 
some  other  establishments.  The  population  is  es-  | 
timated  at  200,  and  it  Joes  a large  amount  of  trade.  ! 
It  is  also  the  site  of  Auvergne  Academy.  | 

Campliell  is  a station  on  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  ' 
Mountain  &,  Southern  Railway,  five  miles  north- 
east of  Newport.  i 

Denmark,  in  Barren  Township,  in  the  extreme 
southwestern  part  of  the  county,  has  two  grist  | 
mills,  a general  store,  blacksmith  shop,  post-office, 
etc.  j 

Grand  Glaize,  also  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Rail- 
w'ay,  fifteen  miles  southwest  of  Jacksonport.  com-  ! 
prises  a saw  mill,  postoffice,  railroad  depot,  and  a ^ 
general  store.  j 

Irwin,  a station  on  the  Batesville  & Brinkley  j 
Railroad,  five  miles  southeast  of  Newport,  has  a j 

small  collection  of  houses.  | 

Jacksonport,  on  the  north  bank  of  White  River 
just  below  the  mouth  of  Jack’s  or  Jacque's  Creek, 
the  present  county  seat,  was  established  about  the 
year  1839,  by  Thomas  T.  Tunstall.  who  in  com- 
pany with  Samuel  Reid,  opened  the  first  store  in 
the  place.  It  contains  the  county  buildings,  three 
general  stores,  a drug  store,  a family  grocery,  a 
steam,  saw  and  grist  mill,  three  church  edifices  — 
one  for  the  white  peoffie  and  two  for  the  colored; 
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two  public  school  houses,  a livery  stable,  a cabinet 
maker  and  undertaker’ s shop,  two  restaurants,  and 
a number  of  mechanics’  shops.  The  population  is 
estimated  at  500,  and  is  about  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  whites  and  blacks.  Before  the  day  of 
railroads — or  before  they  were  constructed  through 
this  part  of  the  country — Jacksonport  did  a flour- 
ishing business,  but  the  building  up  of  Newport  at 
the  crossincr  of  two  railroad  lines,  has  interfered 
somewhat  with  its  business.  This  is  a desirable 
and  excellent  site  for  a town. 

Newport,  the  largest  town  in  Jackson  County, 
is  ^situated  on  White  River,  at  the  junction  of  the 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  & Southern  and  the 
Batesville  & Brinkley  Railroads,  eighty-three  miles 
northeast  of  Little  Rock,  and  three  and  a half 
miles  southeast  of  Jacksonport.  It  has  within  it 
two  banks,  eight  general  stores,  ten  family  grocery 
stores,  tive  drug  stores,  two  hardware  stores,  an 
undertaking  store,  a harness  store,  a merchant 
tailor  store,  two  millinery  and  dressmaking  estab- 
lishments, a music  store,  two  jewelry  stores,  two 
book  and  stationery  stores,  a photograph  gallery, 
a livery  stable,  five  restaurants,  four  hotels,  two 
bakeries,  marble  works,  three  saw- mills,  with 
lumber  yards  attached,  three  planing  mills,  a car- 
riage factory,  an  extensive  stave  factory,  foundry 
and  machine  shops,  a complete  system  of  water- 
works, a capacious  ice  factory,  a large  cotton  com- 
press, commodious  railroad  depots  and  ware- 
houses, an  important  cotton  seed  warehouse  (form- 
erly the  oil  mills.)  opera  house,  three  church 
edifices,  public  school  houses,  a telephone  system 
forming  communication  between  various  points, 
a ferry  across  White  River,  many  mechanics'  shops, 
a full  supply  of  doctors,  lawyers,  notaries  ])ublic, 
insurance  agents,  etc.  Two  weekly  new'spapers, 
both  Democratic  in  politics,  are  also  here;  the 
Jackson  County  Herald,  successor  to  the  Jackson- 
port Herald,  which  was  established  at  Jacksonport 
in  1858,  is  a seven-column  folio,  published  every 
Saturday  by  T.  T.  Ward,  editor  and  proprietor. 
The  Newj)ort  Weekly  News  is  an  eight  column 


tor  and  proprietor.  It  was  established  in  18(3, 


and  was  the  first  paper  published  in  NHWj)ort.  j 


Both  of  these  journals  ably  advocate  the  interests 
of  the  community.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
Newport  contains  many  other  industries  worthy 
of  mention.  The  towm  was  established  ami  named 
soon  after  the  settlement  l)egan,  but  remained 
only  a small  village  until  187"2,  when  the  St. 

: Louis,  Iron  ^Mountain  A Southern  Railway  was 
completed.  Its  growth  then  commenced  and  it 
has  been  almost  entirely  built  since  that  date. 
It  has  lodges  of  several  secret  and  benevolent 
: societies,  is  incorporated  and  has  its  complement 
of  corporate  officers.  It  is  a flourishing  town, 
very  advantageouslv  located  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  having  two  good  railroads  and  a river 
navigable  for  large  vessels.  The  lumber  and 
timber  traffic  on  the  river  has  reached  extensive 
proportions.  The  population  of  the  place  is  esti- 
mated at  ‘2, 500. 

Olyphant  is  a station  on  the  St.  Louis,  Iron 
Mountain  A Southern  Railway,  eight  miles  south- 
west of  Newport.  It  has  a railroad  depot,  post- 
office,  two  general  stores  and  a saw  mill  and  cot- 
ton-gin. 

Swifton,  also  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railway, 
twenty  miles  northeast  of  Jacksonport,  contains  a 
: postoffice,  a steam  grist-mill  and  cotton  gin,  two 
general  stores,  one  dry  goods  and  grocery  store, 
two  groceries,  two  hotels,  a school -house,  mechan- 
' ics’  shops,  etc.,  and  a population  of  about  150. 

Tuckerman,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railway, 
ninety-one  miles  northea.st  of  Little  Rock  and 
eight  miles  north  of  Newport,  is  comprised  of  a 
I post-office,  three  general  stores,  two  groceries,  two 
’ drug  stores,  two  blacksmith  and  wood  shops,  one 
I hotel,  two  boarding-houses,  a school-house,  a 
church,  tw’o  saw’-mills  and  cotton-gins  combined, 
and  has  a population  of  150. 

Tupelo  is  a station  on  the  Batesville  A Brink- 
ley  Railroad,  twenty  two  miles  south  of  Jack.son- 
port. 

\\'eldon,  on  the  Batesville  A Brinkley  Rail- 
road. eighteen  miles  south  of  Jacksonport.  con- 
tains two  general  stores,  two  groceries,  one  hotel, 
postollice,  etc. 

Cenlervilh'  ({)ostoffice  Kenyon')  lies  in  fin' 
northern  part  of  Bird  Township,  fourteen  miles 
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north  of  Newport,  and  contains  one  general  store, 
two  groceries,  two  cotton-gins,  a blacksmith  shop 
and  school-house.  There  are  a few  other  post  ham- 
lets in  the  county,  having  a store,  postoffice,  etc. 


R.  W.  Anderson,  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants, 
and  a highly  esteemed  resident  of  Jacksonport, 
was  born  September  12,  1846,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
His  parents,  John  and  Jane  (Kerr)  Anderson  were 
both  natives  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to 
America  about  the  year  1830,  and  located  in  Penn- 
sylvania, from  which  State  they  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  from  there  to  Iowa,  about  the  year  1850.  In 
September,  1859,  they  came  to  Jacksonport,  Ark., 
where  the  father  died  on  February  28,  1888,  the 
mother  preceding  him  in  1887.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  of  w'hom  only  one  sur- 
vives— Robert  W.  The  father  was  a Presbyterian 
minister,  and  had  been  ordained  in  Ireland.  He 
preached  the  gospel  up  to  within  a few  years  of  his 
demise,  and  was  one  of  the  most  intellectual  and 
scholarly  men  that  ever  spoke  from  a pulpit  at  that 
period.  He  afterward  left  the  Presljyterian  and 
joined  the  Methodist  faith,  and  was  also  engaged 
for  some  years  in  mercantile  life  at  Jacksonport. 
His  son,  Robert  W.,  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  princi- 
pally raised  and  received  his  education  in  Iowa. 
He  was  still  quite  young,  however,  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Jackson])ort,  and  he  there  received 
the  higher  branches  of  education  from  his  father. 
The  commercial  instinct  was  early  in  life  developed 
in  Robert,  and  he  was  brought  up  behind  the 
I counter  from  a boy.  The  training  he  received  in 
his  young  days  was  well  calculated  to  tit  him  for  a 
mercantile  life,  and  his  after  career  retlected  the 
highest  credit  on  himself  and  his  father,  who  had 
instiTicted  him.  He  has  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  stocked  stores  in  the  city,  and  owns  about  480 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
and  is  adapted  to  almost  any  growth,  the  soil  being 
a rich,  sandy  loam.  Mr.  Anderson  has  been  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Mary  A.  Jone.s, 
by  whom  he  had  four  children,  three  of  them  yet 
living — John,  Fannie,  and  Lizzie.  The  first  wife 
died,  and  Mr.  Anderson  married  a second  time. 


being  united  to  the  ne.vt  wife  in  1884,  who  was 
Miss  Ella  Nixon,  of  Indiana.  This  union  gave 
them  four  children  tof  whom  three  are  living): 
Robert  W.  (deceased),  Robert  W.,  Pearl  and  Allie. 
Mr.  Anderson  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  men  to  start  in  business  at  Jacksonport,  and 
his  fortitude  and  pluck  in  struggling  through  the 
adversities  of  a voungr  business  venture  and  comincr 
out  victorious  have  won  for  him  the  admiration  anti 
respect  of  his  fellow-merchants  and  citizens. 

Samuel  Anthony,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  a 
; native  of  Missouri,  but  came  to  Arkansas  in  I860. 
He  remained  but  three  or  four  months,  when  he 
returned  to  ^Missouri,  and  after  a short  time  again 
returned  to  Arkansas,  Jackson  County,  in  1861, 
i where  he  remained  until  the  following  autumn, 

' and  then  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  of 
i Arkansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  serving  as  a scout  for 
about  tw'o  years.  In  1863  he  organized  a com- 
pany of  scouts,  reported  to  Gen.  Sterling  Price, 
then  stationed  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war  as  captain  of  that  company. 
In  1866  he  purchased  240  acres  of  land,  partially 
improved,  adding  by  subsequent  purchases,  until 
he  now  owms  720  acres,  on  which  he  raises  all 
kinds  of  produce  known  to  American  agriculture. 
September  12,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Par- 
mer, a native  of  Tennessee.  They  have  had  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living:  Emma 
(born  in  October,  1874),  Ethel  (born  February  6, 
1883),  Katie  (born  May  25,  1885)  and  Edgar  (born 
August  15,  1887).  Mr.  Anthony  is  a member  of 
Buck  Skull  Lodge  No.  101,  A.  F.  A A.  M.  Our 
subject's  father  was  a native  of  Virginia,  as  was 
also  his  grandfather;  he  married  Miss  Unica  Shep- 
herd, a native  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Anthony’s  mater- 
nal grandparents  traveled  on  foot  from  Georgia  to 
Mi.ssouri,  locating  in  the  southeastern  part,  near 
Cape  Girardeau. 

Adam  Bach,  an  enterprising  merchant,  and  the 
postmaster  at  Jacksonport,  was  born  in  Hessen, 
Germany,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1863,  and  is  a sou 
of  Conrad  Bach,  a native  of  the  same  place,  who 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  which  occupation  he 
I follow’ed  in  Germany,  previous  to  coming  to  Amer- 
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ica.  The  father  had  two  children  by  his  first  wife: 
Adam  and  Lizzie;  the  latter  was  married  to  G.  A. 
Lockard.  He  was  married  a second  time  and  had 
four  children  by  the  next  wife;  Margaretta,  Morie, 
Conrad  and  Peter.  Adam,  the  eldest  son,  was 
reared  in  Germany  and  completed  his  studies  at 
Gross-Pohrheim  College,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1878.  He  shortly  afterward  sailed  for 
America,  taking  passage  at  Bremen,  and  landed  at 
Baltimore,  going  from  there  to  Tell  City,  Ind., 
where  he  attended  school  for  eight  months  in  order 
to  learn  the  English  language.  In  the  spring  of 
1879  he  came  to  Jacksonport,  and  was  there  em- 
ployed by  his  uncle  Peter,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  the  year  1882,  when  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself.  Since  then  he  has  been  successful, 
and  become  very  prosperous,  making  an  enterpris- 
ing merchant  and  a valuable  citizen  to  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1884, 
and  his  intelligence  and  many  line  (pialities  would 
lit  him  for  almost  any  other  position  or  business  in 
which  ho  might  enter.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Peter  Bach  is  a well-known 
and  retired  merchant  of  Jacksonport,  who  was 
born  in  Hesse- Darmstadt.  Germany,  on  November 
4,  1835.  He  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Margaretta 
(Crow)  Bach,  both  natives  of  the  same  province, 
the  father  dying  when  his  son  was  but  two  years 
of  acfe.  The  mother,  however,  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  came  to  America  in 
1882.  There  were  three  children  born  to  the  par- 
ents: John  S. , Peter  and  Conrad.  Peter  w’as 

reared  and  educated  in  the  home  college,  and 
learned  the  barber’s  trade  in  his  native  place,  an 
occupation  he  followed  for  four  years.  In  1853 
he  sailed  for  America,  taking  passage  in  France, 
and  landing  in  New  York  City  after  a twenty- 
seven  days’  voyage  on  the  ocean.  From  New  York 
he  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  was  employed  at 
his  trade  for  some  time,  and  then  found  employ- 
ment on  the  Empire  No.  3,  a steamlmat  plying  up 
and  down  the  Mississippi.  He  remained  on  this 
vessel  about  six  months,  and  then  came  to  Jackson- 
port, where  he  has  resided  ever  since.  On  IMay  5, 
1801,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  of  the  First 
Arkansas  Ke<riment,  and  served  until  a short  time 


before  the  surrender.  He  took  part  in  all  the  bat- 
tles of  his  regiment,  and  was  severely  woumled  at 
i Atlanta,  Ga. , from  which  place  he  was  taken  to 
the  Macon  Hospital,  and  hovered  between  life  and  | 
death  for  three  months.  He  was  furloughed  in 
j 1864,  and  went  to  Alabama,  and  in  1805  returned 
home  to  Jacksonport.  Mr.  Bach  is  now  practically 
retired  from  business.  He  is  <piite  prosperous, 
owning  about  2,000  acres  of  valuable  land  and  a 
tine  residence  at  Jacksonport,  besides  interests  in  ' 
i .various  industries.  He  was  married,  in  1805,  to 
Miss  Jennie  Hudson,  who  has  been  a devoted  wife 
I and  helpmate  to  him.  Mr.  Bach  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  Knight  Templar,  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor. 

I G.  W.  Bandy,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Tuck- 
I erman,  Ark.  It  is  a fact  unnecessary  of  denial 
i that  a person  is  better  fitted  to  follow  the  occupa- 
: tion  with  which  he  became  familiar  in  early  life, 
than  to  engage  in  an  undertaking  learned  in  later 
I years.  This  truth  is  borne  out  by  the  career  of  i 
Mr.  Bandy,  who  from  a boy  has  known  all  the 
i minute  details  of  agricultural  life.  To  this  ac- 
quired knowledge  may  be  added  a natural  faculty 
' for  that  calling,  for  his  father,  Richard  Bandy, 

; was  also  a farmer.  The  latter  was  a native  V'ir- 
ginian,  but  emigrated  to  Tennessee  w’hen  a l)oy,  ' 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  in  that  State,  and 
there  married  Miss  Keziah  Pearce,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children,  only  one,  G.  W.  Bandy,  now 
living.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  18 P2, 
i under  Gen.  Jackson,  and  afterward  received  land 
warrants,  which  he  sold.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Miss  Lucy  Rushing,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
, they  had  four  children,  only  one  living,  Amanda, 
now  Mrs.  John  M.  Glass,  who  resides  in  Glass 
Township,  Jackson  County.  Ark.  Mr.  Bandy 
moved  to  Bird  Township,  Jackson  County.  Ark., 
in  1853,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
with  ten  acres  cleared.  He  died  in  1854.  His 
wife  died  in  September,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  G.  W.  Bandy  was  born  in  Sumner 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1827,  and  as  l)efore  stated,  was 
reared  to  the  duties  on  the  farm.  He  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county; 

, and  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  in  1840,  Miss  Dm- 
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cilia  Salina  Mitchell  Perry,  a native  of  Bedford 
County,  became  his  wife.  Her  parents,  Wiley  and 
Letitia  (Gentry)  Perry,  were  natives,  respectively, 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  IMr.  Perry  was 
a farmer  and  tanner,  and  made  Bedford  County  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  1808.  His  wife  had  died 
previously,  in  1807.  Grandfather  Allen  Perry 
was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  Grandmother 
Perry  went  to  New  Orleans  to  enter  the  fort  for 
protection.  G.  W.  Bandy  after  marriage  settled 
in  his  native  State,  followed  farming  until  1850, 
when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  landing  at  Jackson- 
port  on  the  25th  of  December,  1850.  One  year 
later  he  went  to  Izard  County,  purchased  a claim, 
but  the  same  year  sold  this  and  moved  to  Jackson 
County,  Ark.,  where  he  purchased  an  eighty-acre 
tract  with  twenty  acres  in  tillable  shape.  To  the 
original  tract  he  had  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
til he  owned  280  acres  with  100  acres  cleared. 
Later  he  sold  this  and  invested  in  320  acres,  unim- 
proved, set  out  an  orchard,  erected  a cabin  and 
otherwise  improved  his  farm.  He  now  owns  840 
acres,  with  450  under  cultivation,  and  has  a great 
many  tenants.  He  raises  principally  on  his  farm 
cotton  and  corn,  and  has  200  acres  in  cotton  yearly. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  raising  stock,  and  on  his  ex- 
tensive meadows  may  been  seen  many  tine  horses 
and  mules.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
is  active  in  school  matters,  and  represented  the 
school  interests  of  Bird  Township  as  trustee.  He 
has  two  school-houses  on  his  land,  donated  for 
buildings,  one  for  white  and  one  for  colored  chil- 
dren. Socially,  Mr.  Bandy  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order;  was  made  a Mason  in  1848,  at 
Marsh  Hill  Lodge  No.  144,  Rutherford  County, 
Tenn.  He  is  now  a member  of  Lunenberg:  Lodore 
No.  190,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , at  Lunenberg,  Izard  Coun- 
ty, Ark.  Mr.  Bandy  was  charter  member  of  Kirk- 
patrick Lodge  No.  192.  In  1805  he  moved  to 
Lunenberg,  Izard  County,  Ark.,  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  his  children,  live  in  number,  as  live  were 
deceased.  Those  living  are  named  Richard  W., 
now  married  and  resides  at  Tuckerman;  William 
A.,  married  and  resides  in  Comanche  County,  Tex. ; 
George  O. , married  and  resides  in  Bird  Township; 
Jane,  now  Mrs.  Conditt,  ri'sides  in  Bird  Township, 


and  Lucilla,  at  home.  Mr.  Bandy  has  been  active 
in  his  support  of  worthy  enterprises  and  contributes 
liberally  to  all.  He  is  practically  a self-made  man, 
having  made  all  by  his  own  industry. 

A.  P.  Bateman,  merchant,  Elmo,  Ark.  Nowhere 
in  this  section  of  the  county  is  to  be  found  a more 
wide-awake,  thorough-going  business  man  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Born  to  the  union  of  Simeon  D.  and  Mary  (Con- 
naly)  Bateman,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  in 
Jackson  County,  August  6,  1859,  A.  P.  Bate- 
man has  ever  since  been  a resident  of  this  county. 
His  father.  Dr.  Simeon  D.  Bateman,  was  born  in 
Tennessee  in  1829,  and  emigrated  with  his  father  to 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  about  1832.  They 
located  seven  miles  west  of  Sulphur  Rock,  and 
here  Simeon  D.  wa*^  reared  and  educated.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine and  graduated  at  New  Orleans  Medical  Col- 
lege some  time  later.  He  first  began  practicing 
in  Independence  County,  and  afterwards  moved  to 
Jacksonport,  where  he  administered  to  the  phys- 
ical w'ants  of  his  fellow- men  for  thirty  years.  By 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Connaly,  a native  of  Ar- 
kansas, he  became  the  father  of  eight  children — 
six  now  living;  Charles  T.,  Alice  J. , widow; 
Albert  P. , Nora  C.  (deceased).  Savannah,  David 
L.,  Mary  and  Susan.  The  grandfather  of  these 
children,  Benniah  Bateman,  died  near  Sulphur 
Rock,  Ark.  He  was  an  old  Mexican  soldier,  and 
was  a military  man  most  of  his  life.  He  was  also 
a member  of  the  legislature  for  several  years,  and 
the  governor  gave  him  the  prize  for  the  nicest  suit 
of  jean  clothes  to  be  found  in  the  senate.  He  was 
a very  matter-of-fact,  stern  man.  A.  P.  Bateman 
attained  his  growth  and  received  his  education  in 
Jackson  County,  and,  being  brought  up  on  the 
farm,  naturally  his  inclinations  turned  that  way, 
after  he  had  reached  years  of  discretion.  In  1884 
he  also  engaged  in  merchandising  and  this  busi- 
ness  he  still  carries  on.  He  is  .successful  and  is  a 
substantial  business  man.  Charles  T.  was  also 
reared  to  farm  labor,  and  received  the  principal 
part  of  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
For  several  years  ho  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  but  the  balance  of  his  time  was  occupied 
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on  the  farm.  He  was  married,  in  1877,  to  Mis.s 
Panthia  Long,  who  died  in  1882,  and  the  result  of 
this  union  is  two  living  children;  Hattie  and  Mil- 
lie. Mr.  Bateman  was  married  the  second  time,  in 
1884,  to  Miss  Annie  J.  McGoffin,  by  whom  he  has  ' 
three  children:  Annie,  Emma  and  Fannie.  Mr. 
Bateman  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

William  H.  Beede,  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Cow  Lake  Township,  residing  live  miles  southeast 
of  Layton,  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y. , in 
1837,  being  the  son  of  Addison  C.  Beede,  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Elizabeth  (Weygant)  Beede,  of  New  York 
nativity.  William  H.  received  his  education  partly 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
finished  his  education  at  Newburgh.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carriage 
workers’  trade,  to  Mr.  Theodore  Weygant,  High- 
land Mills,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war,  he  was  working  at  his  ' 
trade  in  Germantown,  Tenn. ; he  enlisted  in  the 
Thirteenth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  Confed- 
erate States  Army,  participating  in  the  battles  of  . 
Belmont  and  Shiloh,  and  after  one  year  was  ! 
discharged  on  account  of  physical  disability.  Be-  j 
turning  to  Tennessee,  he  worked  at  his  trade,  till  ! 
he  came  to  Arkansas,  in  1867;  that  year  he  bought 
280  acres  of  land  in  Woodruff  County,  about  ten  i 
acres  being  cultivated;  he  at  once  commenced 
improving  and  clearing  the  land,  building  stables 
and  cribs,  besides  a log  house.  He  remained  there 
one  year,  when  he  came  to  Jackson  County,  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land,  only  eight  being  under 
cultivation.  Since  that  time  he  has  cleared  and 
improved  the  laud,  and  erected  a good  frame 
house,  and  other  buildings.  He  now  owns  550 
acres  of  land,  140  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
having  deeded  160  acres  to  his  eldest  son,  after  j 
his  marriage.  August  20,  1867,  Mr.  Beede  mar-  ' 
ried  Miss  M.  J.  Nance;  they  have  had  nine  chil-  ' 
dren;  Julane  N. , born  July  11,  1868;  Jasper  I 
Newton,  born  September  3,  1860;  William  W.,  i 
born  September,  1870;  Macy,  born  February  28, 
1874;  Joseph  A.,  born  May  6,  1875;  Francis  W., 
born  March  2,  1877;  Fletcher  H.,  born  September 
19,  1880;  Eugene  A.,  born  November  4,  1882,  and 
Amelia  Viola,  born  September  18,  1883.  Mr.  ; 
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Beede  is  a great  friend  to  education,  and  was  the 
fir-st  school  director  in  Cow  Lake  Township,  and 
for  four  years  the  only  one,  and  since  1874  had 
been  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  State.  There 
are  now  four  free  schools  in  Cow  Lake  Township. 

C.  Biggers,  planter  and  stock  raiser  of  Bird 
Township,  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  Ark.,  in 
1845,  the  fifth  in  a family  of  seven.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Randolph 
County  in  an  early  day,  the  father  dying  when  our 
subject  was  .young,  the  mother  still  surviving,  in  ! 
Baxter  County,  Ark.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  | 
was  raised  on  the  farm,  receiving  a very  limited  | 
education,  and  in  1864,  at  Pocahontas,  enlisted  in  | 
McCray’s  brigade,  Crammond’s  regiment,  for  one  j 
year.  At  the  battle  of  Pilot  Knob  he  received  a i 
gun-shot  wound,  which  prevented  further  service,  i 
and  he  returned  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  where, 
the  same  year,  he  married  Elizabeth  (Ridley)  Con- 
ditt,  widow  of  John  A.  Conditt.  He  then  rented 
land,  commenced  farming,  and  in  1877  bought 
eighty  acres  of  timber-land,  which  he  has  improved  I 
and  added  to,  until  he  now  owns  160  acres,  100  j 
under  cultivation,  averaging  about  fifty  acres  a | 
year  in  cotton,  which  is  the  principal  product.  He  j 
also  raises  some  stock.  They  have  a family  of  six  I 
children;  Sarah  A.  (now  Mrs.  Tinsley,  of  Bird  | 
Township),  Samuel  E.,  James  Henry,  Thomas 
Calvin,  Richard  Franklin  and  William  Richard. 

Mr.  Biggers  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  taking  an  active  interest 
in  school  work.  He  has  seen  a vast  change  in 
Jackson  County,  and  has  done  his  share  toward 
opening  it  up  and  developing  it.  Mr.  Biggers  has 
made  what  he  has  by  his  own  individual  efforts, 
and  takes  an  interest  in  everything  for  the  welfare 
of  the  county. 

Oliver  Blackburn,  general  farmer  and  stock  | 
raiser,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cash,  Jackson 
County,  in  1847,  son  of  William  and  Mary  (John- 
son) Blackburn,  the  father  a native  of  North  Car- 
olina, who  married  in  Alabama.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  married  Miss  Wilkinson,  a native  of 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  they  have  had  three 
chiklreu:  Lydia,  born  in  1871,  married  A.  W. 

Parish  in  1887;  Harriet  Emma,  born  in  1874,  at 
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home,  and  Lyda,  born  in  February,  1882.  Mrs.  j 
Blackburn’s  father  died  in  1859,  and  was  buried  in  i 
the  family  cemetery,  on  Sections  17  and  18.  Mr.  : 
Blackburn,  like  all  native-born  Americans,  is  an 
ardent  lover  of  his  native  State,  and  has  witnessed 
great  changes,  having  been  an  active  participant 
in  the  development  of  the  country.  As  early  as 
Mr.  Blackburn  can  remember,  the  market  for  the 
farm  produce  was  Elizabeth,  and  game  being 
plenty,  many  pelts  and  skins  of  animals  adorned 
the  fences  and  barn,  which  found  a market  at  J ack- 
sonport.  Our  .subject  now  gives  his  attention  to 
raising  cotton  and  mules.  While  he  has  not  had 
the  best  educational  advantages,  he  has  always 
been  a friend  to  education  and  progress. 

J.  C.  Bleakley  is  a planter  and  stock  raiser  of 
Auvergne.  His  parents  were  William  C.  and 
Catherine  Bleakley,  of  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
Bleakley  came  to  the  southern  part  of  Arkansas 
before  the  war,  where  he  married,  after  which  he 
came  to  Jackson  County  and  bought  what  is  now 
the  Pickett  farm.  Later  he  moved  to  Hempstead 
County,  where  he  raised  his  family,  and  where  our 
subject  was  born,  October  20,  1854.  The  family 
consisted  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to 
be  grown — William,  died  at  the  age  of  tw'enty- 
one;  J.  C.,  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Haiuis,  now  the 
wife  of  George  Johnson,  farmer  of  Oil  Trough  Bot- 
tom;  and  Robert,  a farmer.  The  father,  a conserv- 
ative man  politically,  died  in  1865,  and  the  mother 
in  1874.  They  were  both  members  of  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  J.  C.  spent  his  boyhood  days  on 
his  mother's  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years 
began  its  management.  He  was  his  mother’s  main 
stay,  and  assisted  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  get- 
ting an  education,  sending  his  sister  one  term  to 
the  high  school  at  La  Crosse.  In  1808  he  sold  his  i 
property  in  Hempstead  County,  came  to  Jackson 
County,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
began  clearing  and  improving,  and  on  which  he 
has  since  resided.  In  1877  he  bought  120  acres  | 
adjoining,  and  now  has  115  acres  under  cultivation, 
south  of  Auvergne,  raising  corn  and  cotton.  In 
November,  1870,  he  married  Miss  Abertine  Clanton, 
daughter  of  Javi.son  and  Dulciana  (Morris)  Clan- 
ton, of  South  Carolina  and  (b'orgia,  respectively,  i 


j who  came  to  Union  Township.  Jack.son  County,  in 
! 1871.  Her  father  died  in  1882,  but  the  mother, 

: still  surviving,  resides  in  Union  Township.  She  has 
three  brothers — William,  John  and  Thomas,  farm- 
ers in  Faulkner  County,  and  a sister,  Georgia, 
wife  of  John  E.  iSIanger,  farmer,  of  Faulkner 
County.  Mr.  Bleakley’ s family  consists  of  hve 
children  living — Oscar,  Lulu,  Lina,  Crawford, 
Claude  and  Georgia;  Clyde  died  in  childhood.  In 
addition  to  this  family,  they  are  raising  and  giving 
a home  to  Idle,  Willie  and  Eva  Nelson,  children 
of  a widow,  one  of  his  tenants,  whose  dying  wish 
was  that  they  should  raise  her  children.  Mr. 
Bleakley  has  a pleasant  and  comfortable  home, 
and  has  seen  a great  many  improvements  in  this 
community.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  Sand 
Hill  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a Democrat,  but  con- 
servative. He  is  a most  enterprising  farmer,  rais- 
ing horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  always  active  in 
the  interest  of  all  public  enterprises  for  the  welfare 
of  the  county. 

John  Boen  is  the  only  child  of  Thomas  and 
Sallie  (Leonard)  Boen,  both  natives  of  Tennessee, 
and  of  Scotch  and  English  descent,  respectively. 
Thomas  Boen  came  to  Arkansas  fi-om  Tennessee  in 
the  fall  of  1845,  and  located  on  Sections  14  and 
15,  in  the  township  now  known  as  Cache,  purchas- 
ing from  the  United  States  Government  320  acres 
of  heavily-timbered  land,  upon  which  he  built  a 
log  cabin,  and  as  he  chopped  down  the  trees  made 
rails  to  fence  the  land.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1857  or  1858,  he  had  seventy 
acres  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  and  his  farm 
well  stocked  with  cattle  and  hogs,  wolves  prevent- 
ing the  raising  of  sheep.  His  first  wife  d\  ing 
when  John  was  but  an  infant.  Thomas  Boen,  in 
i 1847,  married  Mrs.  Nancy  (Kirkland)  5Iackoy.  by 
whom  he  had  two  children:  James  Wesley,  now 
married,  and  residing  on  our  subject’s  farm,  and 
Andrew  J. , who  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
I seven  years.  John  Boen  was  married,  in  l''5'd.  to 
Miss  Catherine  Mathering,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children,  viz. ; 
Henry  J. , born  November  12.  1801,  is  a farmer, 
and  resides  near  his  father;  he  married  Mi<s  Callie 
Ragsdale,  of  Arkansas,  iNIay  2,  1880,  and  they 
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have  one  child,  Lena,  about  two  years  old.  John 
R.  Boeu  was  born  February  4,  1805,  and  was  mar- 
ried, September  1,  1887,  to  Cynthia  Lunley,  who 
has  borne  two  children,  one,  Laura  Belle,  dyin^  at 
the  age  of  two  months;  the  other,  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, is  one  mouth  old.  He  is  also  a farmer,  and 
owns  a farm  in  Breckinridge  Township.  Mr.  John 
Boen  came  into  possession  of  forty  acres  of  land 
through  his  wife;  he  now  owns  in  all  320  acres  of 
land,  about  125  acres  of  which  are  under  cultiva- 
tion; corn  and  cotton  are  his  principal  crops,  and 
his  farm  is  well  stocked  w'ith  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs  of  good  grade.  Mr.  Boen  is  interested  in  all  ’ 
matters  tending  toward  the  advancement  of  relig- 
ious  and  educational  interests,  and  is  in  every  re-  ! 
spect  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Jackson  County. 
Mrs.  Boen  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Henry  Bordwell,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Jacksonport,  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Abigail  (Travis)  Bord- 
well, the  former  a native  of  Massachusetts,  who 
emigrated  to  New  York  at  an  early  age,  and 
located  at  Chautauqua  Lake,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  After  the  demise  of  the  father  his 
family  moved  to  Ontario  County.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  Henry  is  the  j 
only  one  living.  Henry  was  reared  and  received 
his  schooling  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  In  1858 
he  moved  to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Jackson 
County,  where  he  has  since  resided.  When  the 
Civil  war  commenced  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Eighth  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  during  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  was  severely  wounded  in  the  ankle  by  a 
rifle  ball.  To  add  to  his  misfortune,  he  was  cap- 
tured and  taken  prisoner  to  Louisville,  and  from 
there  to  Camp  Chase,  where  he  was  closely  con- 
fined for  about  four  months.  He  was  then  taken 
to  Vicksburg,  where  he  was  exchanged  and  re- 
turned home.  Mr.  Bordwell  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  business  up  to  within  a few  years,  and 
dining  that  time  has  acquired  a comfortable  fortune 
upon  which  he  is  entitled  to  retire.  He  owns  con- 
siderable town  property  in  Jacksonport,  and,  al- 
though not  in  active  commercial  life,  he  is  wide- 
awake to  the  interests  and  development  of  his 
county,  and  is  always  ready  to  give  his  valuable 


assistance  for  that  cause.  He  is  an  old  resident  of 
Jackson  County,  and  has  watched  its  growth  from 
infancy  up  to  the  present,  and  can  recount  many 
interesting  incidents  of  the  various  changes  that 
have  taken  place  during  his  stay. 

Dr.  R.  L.  Boyce,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Tuckerman,  Ark.  Dr.  Boyce  is  recognized 
throughout  the  county  as  a friend  of  and  laborer 
in  the  cause  and  advancement  of  the  medical  fra- 
ternity. He  is  a native  of  Ralls  County,  5Io. , 
born  in  1832,  and  is  the  fourth  in  a family  of  six 
children,  born  to  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Foreman) 
Boyce,  natives  of  the  Blue  Gra.ss  State.  Dr. 
Boyce  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and  in  1849,  when 
! but  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  was  seized  with  the 
gold  fever  and  started  with  an  ox-team  to  cross  the 
plains  to  California.  He  was  three  months  in 
making  the  perilous  trip,  and  after  reaching  that 
State  was  engaged  in  mining  until  1852,  when  he 
returned  to  Ralls  County,  Mo. , quite  well  satistied 
with  the  result  of  his  visit  to  the  Golden  State, 
after  which  he  engacred  in  cultivating  the  soil,  and 
in  1854  entered  the  State  University  at  Columbia, 
Mo.,  taking  a literary  course.  He  subsequently 
entered  the  St.  Louis  Medical  University,  graduat- 
j ing  from  that  institution  in  the  spring  of  1800. 
He  first  began  practicing  medicine  in  Macon 
County,  Mo.,  in  1857,  where  he  remained  until 
1859,  entering  the  St.  Louis  Medical  University, 
graduating  at  the  dates  stated  above.  Then 
moving  to  Bird  Township,  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
he  purchased  a farm  near  Elgin,  and  began  a 
systematic  course  of  fertilizing  and  cultivating  the 
soil.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  conflict,  he 
enlisted,  in  1801,  in  Lawrence  County,  and  was 
regimental  surgeon  in  Col.  Adams’  regiment.  Col. 
Shaver’s  brigade,  and  under  Gen.  Hindman,  but 
part  of  the  time  served  as  brigade  surgeon.  He 
remained  in  service  imtil  1803,  when  he  returned 
to  Jackson  County,  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
medicine,  which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  He 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  farming  and  having 
it  carried  on,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres  of 
good  land,  with  160  acres  in  tillable  cotulition. 

I He  has  contributed  more  than  any  otlu'r  man  to 
1 the  introduction  of  fine  stock  in  his  neighborhood. 
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He  brought  the  first  Durham  and  Berkshire  stock 
into  that  part  of  the  county.  The  Doctor  is  quite 
active  in  politics,  and  votes  with  and  is  a supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  his  religious  con- 
viction he  adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
is  a liberal  contributor  to  the  same.  He  is  deeply 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  is  at  present 
a member  of  the  school  board.  His  parents  emi- 
grated to  Missouri  at  an  early  period,  settling  in 
what  is  Ralls  County,  where  the  father  tilled  the 
soil  for  many  years.  He  was  quite  an  active  man, 
politically,  was  county  judge  of  Ralls  County, 
quite  a number  of  years,  and  was  a good  and  use- 
ful citizen.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  from 
Kentucky^  under  Old  Hickory.  He  died  in  I860, 
and  his  wife,  previously,  in  1867.  Their  family 
consisted  of  the  following  children:  James,  the 
eldest,  first  settled  on  a farm  in  Missouri,  later 
moved  to  Texas,  locating  near  Bastrop,  where  he 
tilled  the  soil  until  his  death,  in  1859;  Aaron,  mar- 
ried, settled  also  in  Texas,  before  it  was  part  of 
the  United  States,  having  many  fights  with  the 
Indians  and  naiTow  escapes,  and  there  his  death 
occurred  in  1856;  Nicholas,  was  also  a pioneer  of 
Texas,  and  died  in  1858.  A.  W.  Boyce,  brother 
of  the  Doctor,  came  to  Jackson  County,  with  his 
family  in  1884,  and  settled  on  a farm  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  resides,  and  there  died  in 
1886,  leaving  a widow  and  two  bright  and  promis- 
ing children,  son  and  daughter — the  son  holding 
a responsible  position  among  the  county  officials — 
E.  L.  and  Lucia.  R.  L.  Boyce,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  had  four  sisters,  all  of  whom  married 
men  of  some  distinction,  and  all  have  joined  the 
silent  throng,  that  are  passing  on  before. 

Thomas  Britt,  planter  and  stock  raiser,  son  of 
Alexander  and  Nancy  (Prauat)  Britt,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  came  with  his  parents  from  Mis- 
sissippi, in  1848,  and  located  on  Section  23.  He 
was  born  April  10,  1842,  in  Mississippi,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  private  .schools  of  that 
time.  In  1863  be  entered  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice in  Col.  Gaw’s  Regiment  Arkansas  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  captured  in  the  hospital  at  Little 
Rock,  in  September,  1863,  and  sent  to  t'amp  IMor- 


ton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  till 
the  close  of  the  war,  arriving  home  May  13,  1865. 
His  father  was  wounded  in  l^attle,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  died;  the  mother  died  in  1865.  Com- 
ing into  possession  of  all  his  father’s  property  by 
will,  Thomas  took  possession  of  the  homestead,  and 
at  once  commenced  cultivating  the  land,  which  was 
in  bad  condition,  but  little  of  the  farm  having  been 
cultivated  during  the  war,  and  only  fifty  of  the 
360  acres  being  cleared.  August  11,  186S,  Mr. 
Britt  maiTied  Miss  Anna  Combs,  a native  of  Ala- 
; bama,  and  whose  parents  came  to  Arkansas  in 
i 1852;  their  children  were  Julia  M. , (born  July  6, 
1870),  Iduma  (born  March  7,  1873,  deceased).  Ida 
(born  October  2,  1875),  Alice  (born  July  29,  1SS0|, 
Luvena  (born  May  7,  1878,  deceased),  Jacob  L. 
(born  March  4,  1883)  and  John  F.  (born  August 
29,  1885).  In  1872  Mr.  Britt  erected  the  com- 
fortable house  in  which  he  now  lives.  He  has 
upon  his  place  a steam  cotton-gin,  also  grist-mill 
and  barns.  Being  an  early  settler,  he  remem- 
bers well  when  the  only  grist-mills  were  turned  by 
: hand,  when  the  meat  wms  obtained  from  the  forests. 

■ and  when  wolves  and  bears  rendered  it  almost  im- 

, possible  to  raise  sheep  and  hogs.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  of 
the  Methodist.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  although  not  an  educated 
man  himself,  his  children  have  received  the  advan- 
tages of  the  best  schools  in  the  neig’nborhood. 

■ Emma  (Anthony)  Buford,  of  Union  Township, 
Jackson  County,  resides  three  miles  south  of  New- 

! port,  upon  the  farm  which  her  husband  owned  and 
improved,  and  upon  which  he  died.  May  28,  rsS9. 

: Mrs.  Buford  is  a native  of  Madison  County.  Mo., 
j of  which  State  her  parents  were  also  natives.  Sep- 
' tember  4,  1873,  sbe  married  Milliam  Buford,  and 
; the  same  year  they  located  on  the  farm  in  Jackson 
I County,  Ark.,  which  has  ever  since  been  her  home. 

[ They  had  four  childi-en,  viz. : May  Buford.  Ihuu 

! July  21,  1874;  Maud  Buford,  born  September  29, 

; 1877;  Bertha  Buford,  born  July  26.  1882,  and 
Homer,  born  February  5,  1886.  The  maternal 
j grandfather  of  Mrs.  Buford  was  of  German  de- 
' scent,  and  Mr.  Buford’s  maternal  grandfather. 

I George  Nifong,  lived  to  be  eighty- eight  years 
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age,  retaining  to  the  last  full  possession  of  all  liis 
faculties.  Mr.  Buford  projected  many  plans  for 
the  improvement  of  his  farm,  which  his  sudden 
death  prevented  him  from  carrying  out,  but  ‘Mrs. 
Buford  has  taken  up  the  management  of  the  farm, 
and  is  completing  her  husband’s  plans.  The  place 
now  contains  420  acres.  Mr.  Buford  was  an  en- 
terprising farmer,  a kind  neighbor  and  affectionate 
husband,  and  in  his  death  the  county  was  deprived 
of  a most  exemplary  man.  The  following  pream-  | 
ble  and  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  White  Eiver  j 
Stock  Breeders’  Association,  at  a meeting  in  June,  | 
1889,  and  appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Newport  ! 
News,  issued  June  7,  1889;  “ William  Buford  | 

died  at  his  home.  May  28,  1889,  and  it  becomes  | 
our  duty  to  give  formal  expression  to  the  sorrow  of  | 
our  association  at  the  loss  of  so  valuable  a mem- 
ber. The  mere  mention  of  his  name  is  sufficient 
to  recall  to  the  minds  of  surviving  members  more 
vividly  than  any  words  the  uprightness  and  recti- 
tude of  his  conduct,  which  earned  for  him  the  high 
standing  he  enjoyed  as  a citizen,  and  as  a valued 
member  and  acquisition  to  the  White  River  Stock 
Breeders’  Association.  Plain,  sincere  and  honest 
was  William  Buford,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  asso- 
ciation, to  which  position  he  was  elected  one  year 
ago,  he  was  prompt  and  fully  alive  to  its  interests. 

Dead — and  where  now  are  those  earnest,  loving  eyes, 
Which  kindled  in  so  many  eyes  the  light? 

Have  they  departed  from  our  earthly  skies 
And  left  no  ray  to  illuminate  the  night? 

Shall  man  thus  die  and  waste  away 
And  no  fond  hope  be  left? 

Is  there  no  sweet,  confiding  ray  for  bosoms  all  bereft? 

Yes,  yes,  an  earnest  trust. 

Resolved,  That  a page  of  our  records  be  suita- 
bly inscribed  and  set  apart,  sacred  to  his  memory, 
and  that  a copy  of  this  memorial  be  furnished  his 
family,  with  our  deepest,  warmest  and  most  loving 
sympathy.”  The  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  a standing  vote. 

Thomas  J.  Burton,  postmaster  at  Layton,  was 
born  in  Mississippi,  IMarch  15,  1847.  His  parents 
were  Thomas  F.  and  Nancy  (Burton)  Burton,  who 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1869.  The  father  was  born 
in  Halifax,  Va. , in  1808,  and  the  mother  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  N.  C.,  in  1808.  In  their  family 


there  were  seven  children:  William  F. , John  A., 

Sarah  Jane  (wife  of  S.  J.  Moore),  Mary  S.  (wife  ' 
of  D.  A.  Kimbrough),  Henry  J.  and  Thomas  J. 
The  father  died  in  1878,  the  mother  in  1879.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  received  his  education  in  ; 
Kemper  County,  Miss.,  and  made  his  first  purchase  , 
of  land  in  1869,  on  Sections  26  and  27,  in  Cache 
Township.  There  were  220  acres  in  the  tract,  thir- 
ty-five of  which  were  under  cultivation,  and  fenced 
with  rails.  Thomas  cleared  tw'enty  acres  more,  ' 
and  erected  a good  double-box  house,  hauling  him-  ' 
ber  from  Augusta,  Woodruff  County,  a distance 
of  tw'enty  miles,  and  paying  $20  per  thousand. 

At  various  times  Mr.  Burton  has  cleared  fifty  acres 
of  land.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Thomas  J.  enlist- 
ed in  the  Confederate  service,  served  two  years, 
participating  in  all  the  battles  from  Resaca  to  At- 
lanta, leaving  Hood’s  army  at  Dalton,  on  his  re-  , 
turn  to  Tennessee,  after  the  campaign  at  Atlanta.  ' 
He  was  in  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston’s  army  at  the  time 
of  the  surrender,  at  Gainsborough,  in  April, 
1865,  and  still  has  in  his  possession  the  parole  re- 
ceived at  that  time.  In  1878,  in  partnership  with  | 
Mr.  D.  A.  Kimbrough,  he  opened  a stock  of  general 
merchandise  at  Layton  (now  Bower’s  Ridge),  and 
continued  till  1882,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  part- 
ner. In  1885,  after  farming  three  years,  he  again  j 
engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  Hite,  but  in  Jan- 
uary, 1889,  Mr.  Kimbrough  bought  Mr.  Hite’s  | 
interest.  In  connection  with  this  ’ne  carries  on  ' 
his  fai’ming  enterprises.  Mr.  Burton’s  first  wife 
was  Miss  Narcie  Otey,  of  Arkansas;  they  had  one 
child,  Augustus,  born  June  22,  1873.  Obtaining 
a divorce,  in  1874,  they  separated,  and  December 
2,  1879,  Mr.  Burton  married  Miss  Ada  Murphy. 
They  have  had  four  children;  T.  Ewing,  deceased; 
Beenie,  born  June  21,  1883;  Willie  May,  born 
January  5,  1885;  David  Henry,  born  April  2, 
1888.  Mr.  Burton  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  land.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  has  served  three 
terms  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jackson  County,  | 
Ark.,  or  for  six  years.  | 

George  D.  Camp,  farmer  and  fruit  raiser,  of 
Jackson  County,  was  born  in  Pittsylvania  County, 
i Va.,  September  30,  1830,  being  a son  of  William 
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HISTOllY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


H.  Camp  (German  descent),  of  Virginia,  and  Cath- 
erine (Whiteliead)  Camp  (French  descent),  also  of 
Virginia.  May  7,  1852,  he  married  Miss  Maria 
Ferguson,  of  McCracken  County,  Ky. , whose  par- 
ents came  from  Rhode  Island.  By  this  union 
they  had  two  children:  Luther  R. , now  of  Perry 
County,  Ark.,  and  Catherine  F.  (married  Will- 
iam F.  Hammond,  and  died  in  1881).  Mrs.  Camp 
died  June  15,  18GG,  and  he  again  married  Mrs. 
Martha  (Nance)  Robertson,  who  had  two  chil- 
dren: William  Jesse  RoberLson  and  Martha  A.  By 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Camp  has  eight  children: 
George  Washington,  born  September  28,  ISGl; 
Nancy  J.  Camp,  born  May  10,  1SG3;  Sarah  E., 
born  May  29,  1865;  Doctor  Dick  Camp,  born  April 
10,  1867;  Daniel  L.,  born  March  23,  1869;  John 
H. , born  December  24,  1870;  Laura  Jane,  born 
January,  1873;  Mary  A.,  born  December  24,  1875; 
and  Martha  H.,  born  February  8,  1880.  Mrs. 
Camp  died  October  6,  1886,  and  Mr.  Camp  mar- 
ried Mrs.  IVIissouri  Crabtree,  who  had  one  child, 
Eva  Blair,  by  her  first  husband,  who  lives  with  her 
stepfather.  Mr.  Camp  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  finished  it  in  1853,  and  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness for  three  and  a half  years,  when  he  com- 
menced farming.  After  coming  to  Arkansas  he 
leased  a farm  belonging  to  the  estate  of  John  Jones, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  lease  he  moved  upon  the 
present  farm,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He 
bought  the  land  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  at  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  acre,  and  with  will  and  deter- 
mination commenced  clearing  and  improving  it. 
Mr.  Camp  now  has  fifty- five  acres  of  land  vmder 
cultivation,  seven  acres  being  in  orchard,  contain- 
ing apple,  peach,  pear  and  fig  trees,  he  having  the 
largest  and  finest  variety  of  fruit  in  x4rkansas,  in 
which  he  takes  a just  pride.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp 
are  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
Mr.  Camp  has  always  been  a friend  to  religious, 
educational  and  social  advancement,  and  by  strict 
and  honest  dealing,  has  earned  the  reputation  of 
an  honest  man.  What  higher  tribute  can  be  paid 
his  name?  He  well  deserves  a place  in  the  pres- 
ent volume. 

Jarrett  Record  Carter,  a platiter  and  stock  raiser 
of  Jackson  County,  was  a son  of  Kinchen  and 


Cazar  (Johnson)  Carter.  The  father  came  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1849,  bringing  seven  children  with 
him,  five  remaining  in  Tennessee.  He  died  in 
1851,  leaving  his  widow  and  children  almost  desti- 
tute. The  wife  died  in  18(58.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch,  born  January  26,  1840,  educated  himself, 
and,  although  having  little  learning,  is  shrewd,  in- 
telligent and  liberal  in  business  affairs,  and  in  all 
things  for  the  advancement  of  his  State.  In  1S63 
he  purchased  a tract  of  twenty-three  acres  of  land, 
on  which  was  a small  hut,  where  he  lived  ten  or 
twelve  years.,  renting  land  and  farming,  and  accmn- 
ulating  means,  until  at  the  present  time  he  owns 
253  acres,  about  100  under  cultivation.  He  has 
good  dwellings  and  barns  on  the  place,  and  such 
improvements  as  ai'e  necessary,  together  with  a 
small  orchard.  In  1863  Mr.  Carter  married  Mrs. 
Melissa  (Benson)  Jones.  His  second  wife  was 
Mary  Jane  Sutherland.  Of  the  family  there  are 
these  living  children:  Bettie,  born  March  12,  1873; 
Sarah,  born  October  2,  1874;  Jarrett  R.,  Jr.,  born 
January  17,  1877;  Mabel,  born  September  5,  1883; 
and  Rosenell,  born  October  17,  1885.  Mr.  Carter 
has  taken  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  A.  F.  & A. 
M. , and  intends  to  advance  at  the  first  opportunity, 
sickness  having  prevented.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  a friend  to  religious  and 
educational  advancement. 

Col.  J.  W.  Clark,  a prominent  planter  and 
stock  raiser  of  Glass  Township,  Jackson  County, 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ala.,  in  1833.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Esther  (Moore)  Clark, 
natives,  respectively,  of  South  Carolina  and  Ala- 
bama, who  had  seven  children,  of  whom  J.  W. 

was  the  third.  Thomas  Clark,  who  was  also  a 

I farmer,  removed  to  Madison  County,  Ala.,  in  an 
early  day,  where  he  operated  a large  plantation 
I and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
j curring  in  1849;  his  widow  survived  until-  1855. 
j The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was 

I also  named  Thomas  Clark,  was  a soldier  of  the 

Revolution,  and  died  in  Alabama,  at  the  advanced 
atre  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  vears.  His  wife 
lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  eight  years  old;  Col. 
J.  W.  Clark  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and 
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his  first  experience  ut  farming  for  himself  was  in  ! 
his  native  State.  In  1857  he  went  to  Oibson 
County,  Term. , where  he  was  employed  as  an  over-  , 
seer  until  November,  1860,  when  he  removed  to 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  locating  near  the  present 
site  of  Swifton,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Har-  . 
ris  place,  where  he  remained  one  year.  In  1861  | 
he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty-first  Arkansas 
Mounted  llifiemen,  spending  the  early  part  of  that 
winter  in  Central  Arkansas,  recruiting  soldiers; 
the  following  March  he  went  to  Memj)his.  He  was  \ 
made  major  of  the  First  Regiment,  promoted  to 
lieutenant- colonel,  and  subsequently  became  colo- 
nel of  the  Thirty-second  Arkansas  Infantry.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Richmond,  Murfrees- 
boro, Perryville,  Mansfield,  Dickens’  Ferry,  Pilot  ^ 
Knob;  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  through  : 
Missouri;  thence  south  in  Arkansas,  to  Fayette-  | 
ville;  thence  to  Jacksonport,  where,  June  5,  1865, 
he  surrendered  the  Forty- fifth  Arkansas  Infantrv. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Col.  Clark  returned  to  Jack-  i 
son  County.  December  25,  1864,  he  was  married 
in  Calhoun  County,  to  Mary  S.  A.  Moore,  daugh- 
ter of  Leroy  and  Mary  (Culp)  Moore,  of  Alabama,  ^ 
who  removed  to  Calhoun  County  at  an  early  day.  ' 
The  father  died  some  years  ago,  but  the  mother 
now  resides  in  Jackson  County.  Mrs.  Clark  died 
in  1879,  and  January  1,  1882,  Mr.  Clark  married 
the  widow  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Jones,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lavina  Elizabeth  Heard,  a daughter  of  Bailey 
and  Margaret  (Milner)  Heard,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia,  respectively.  Mr.  Heard  still 
resides  on  the  homestead  in  White  County,  upon 
which  he  settled  in  1851,  owning  considerable 
land  in  that  county.  His  wife  died  in  1874.  After 
his  marriage.  Col.  Clark  bought  a timber  tract  of 
200  acres,  upon  which  he  erected  a house  and 
cleared  and  improved  some  of  the  land.  He  now 
owns  120  acres,  of  which  about  ninety  acres  are 
under  ciiltivation.  He  devotes  considerable  atten- 
tion to  stock  raising,  especially  cattle.  Ho  also 
raises  cotton  largely.  He  is  an  active  Democrat, 
has  been  magistrate  and  notary  public,  and  brought 
before  the  county  court  the  petition  to  form  Glass 
Township,  which  he  named.  He  is  also  a mem 
ber  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv,  and  he  and  wife 


are  members  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

Uriah  Cole,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  the 
oldest  living  settler  in  Bird  Township,  was  born  in  i 
Middle  Tennessee,  Humphreys  County,  in  1825,  | 

and  was  the  fifth  in  a family  of  ten  born  to  James  i 
and  Martha  (York)  Cole,  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father,  when  a 
boy,  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  thence  to  Kentucky,  | 
when  it  had  very  few  settlers,  living  sixty  miles  | 
from  a mill,  and  then  back  to  Tennessee,  and,  in 
1847,  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  locating  in  what  is  j 
now  Bird  Township,  on  the  place  where  our  sub-  i 
ject  now  resides,  and  having  to  cut  a road  from 
Jacksonport  to  their  claim,  where  plenty  of  game 
abounded.  The  father  died  in  1855,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  his  excellent  wife  following  in 
1864.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
frontier  farm  life,  receiving  his  education  m the 
district  schools  of  Tennessee  and  the  subscription 
schools  of  Arkansas.  He  and  his  brother.  Jack- 
son,  remained  at  home,  clearing  the  farm,  and  in 
1849  Uriah  married  Martha  Wann,  a native  of  Al- 
abama, and  settled  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  which  contains  240  acres,  190  under  culti- 
vation, thirty-five  of  which  are  yearly  planted  to 
cotton.  Mr.  Cole  also  raises  considerable  stock. 

In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Bateman's  company, 
Dobbins’  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Helena,  Little  Rock,  Marks’  5IilL, 
Jenkins’  Ferry.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1865, 
he  was  paroled  at  Jacksonport,  when  he  returned  i 
to  the  farm.  Though  a Democrat,  Mr.  Cole  is  not 
an  office-seeker,  and  not  very  active  in  politics. 
Mrs.  Cole  died  in  1879,  leaving  six  children: 
William  Jason,  married,  residing  in  Bird  Town- 
ship; Amanda,  now  Mrs.  Gibson,  of  Bird  Town- 
ship; Mary  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Grooms,  of  Bird 
Township;  Uriah  A.,  single;  Henry,  single;  and 
Harriet,  now  Mrs.  Brightwell — tlio  last  two  being 
twins.  In  1882  Mr.  Cole  married  Martha  Deaton, 
a native  of  Alabama.  Mr.  Cole  has  seen  the  full 
growth  of  Jackson  County — has  camjied  out  and 
killed  bears  where  the  town  of  Tuckermau  is  now 
situated.  During  the  war  5Ir.  Cote  lost  eveiy- 
thing,  and  what  he  now  has  has  been  mado  sinci' 
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that  time  by  economy  ami  industry,  and  by  taking 
an  interest  in  everything  for  the  good  of  the 
county. 

William  Wesley  Collier,  a merchant  of  Tupelo, 
Jackson  County,  is  a native  of  Limestone  County, 
Ala. , and  is  a son  of  Mark  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
ris) Collier,  born,  respectively,  in  North  and  South 
Carolina,  and  of  English  and  Scotch  descent.  The 
father  died  in  1840,  and  the  mother  in  1804. 
William  Wesley  was  born  April  12,  1820,  and  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  private  schools  of  his 
county,  and  the  H.  H.  Brown  school,  w'hich  at  that 
time  had  a wide  reputation,  being  conducted  by  a 
Methodist  preacher,  who  was  employed  by  the  com- 
munity. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Collier 
was  employed  by  Dewooddy,  Turentine  & Hig- 
gins, at  Athens,  Ala. ; at  the  expiration  of  one 
year  he  went  to  Aberdeen,  Miss. , where  he  served 
three  years  at  the  carpenters’  trade,  with  J.  W. 
Ellis.  ' February  3,  1849,  he  emigrated  to  Califor- 
nia, with  the  Mississippi  Rangers,  a joint  stock 
company,  which  dissolved  after  three  months. 
Our  subject  arrived  at  Los  Angeles,  July  6,  1849, 
where  until  January,  1850,  he  engaged  in  the  car- 
penter and  joiners’  trade.  He  then  went  to  San 
Francisco,  worked  for  weeks  as  journeyman,  and 
then  in  partnership  with  R.  T.  Woody,  engaged 
in  mining;  three  months  later  Mr.  Woody  died, 
and  Mr.  Collier  bought  a stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, which  he  established  at  Agufrior  Gold 
Mines,  Mariposa  County,  Cal.  He  also  built  a hotel 
at  the  latter  place,  which  he  sold  in  1851,  carrying 
on  his  mercantile  business  there  three  years;  he 
then  took  into  partnership  George  Turner,  of  New 
Y'ork,  and  William  T.  Osburn,  of  Georgia.  Early 
in  1853,  Mr.  Collier  went  to  Stockton  to  Imy  goods 
and  supplies  for  the  .store,  remaining  until  fall, 
when  he  was  notified  by  his  partners  to  return  and 
close  out  business,  as  they  were  not  making  any- 
thing; returning,  he  found  that  they  had  lost  money 
gambling,  and  squandered  the  entire  resources  of 
the  firm.  After  closing  out  the  busim'ss,  he  went 
to  San  Francisco,  in  October,  1853,  where  he  pur- 
chased a ticket  for  his  home  in  Alabama,  arriving 
there  the  following  December.  In  1854  he  lo- 
cated on  his  mother’s  farm  near  Athens,  where  he 


lived  the  following  three  years.  In  January,  1850, 
he  married  Martha  Walls,  also  a native  of  Ala 
bama.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them,  six 
are  now  living,  viz.  : Albert,  a farmer  liy  occupa- 
tion, now  residing  in  Breckinridge  Township;  he 
married  Laura  Stanley;  William  T.,  married  a 
Miss  Higgs  of  Mississippi,  and  has  two  children; 
he  is  also  a farmer  of  Breckinridge  Township;  J. 
M.,  who  is  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  and 
farming;  John  M.  is  living  with  his  father;  Cath- 
arine, of  Arkansas  nativity,  married  Mr.  W.  C. 
Patrick,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  has  one  child; 
and  Allen  C.,  who  is  now  a student  at  Searcy  Col- 
lege, Ala.  The  children  have  all  been  liberally 
educated  in  the  English  branches.  At  the  time  of 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Collier  owned  about  370  acres 
of  land,  some  100  acres  of  which  were  under  culti- 
vation. He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  as  are  also 
his  sons  and  son-in-law. 

Lee  H.  Conditt,  planter  and  stock  raiser,  of  Bird 
Township,  was  born  in  Ohio  County,  Ky. , in  1848, 
the  fifth  in  a family  of  six,  bom  to  Jeduthan  Bind- 
ley and  Mary  (Duke)  Conditt,  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father  was  a cabinet 
workman  and  wagon-maker,  and  came  to  .Jackson 
County  in  1855,  in  .Jefferson  Towiship,  then  in 
1856  came  to  Bird  Township,  where  he  bought  a 
partly  improved  farm  of  275  acres.  He  was  very 
active  in  relisfious  and  educational  interests,  being 
the  principal  man  in  organizing  the  .school  district. 
His  death  occurreel  in  1863;  he  was  a Methodist, 
j His  widow  survived  until  1878.  There  are  living 
I of  the  family  William  Henry  (of  Baxter  County), 

I Lorenzo  M.,  and  Lee,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Bird 
Township,  .Jackson  County.  He  aided  in  clearing 
the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  commenced 
farming  for  himself.  After  his  marriage,  in  1883, 
he  settled  w'here  he  now  resides,  owning  a good 
farm  of  275  acres,  with  ninety  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, having  cleared  forty  acres  himself:  he  also 
owns  the  original  homestead.  He  raises  com,  and 
on  an  average  thirty-five  acres  of  cotton  a year, 
and  good  average  cattle;  ho  has  now  a high  grade 
stallion,  IMorgan  and  Bashaw,  a well  known  trotter 
and  good  roadster,  six  years  of  age,  said  to  be  the 
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best  in  the  county.  Our  subject’s  wife  was  Jose- 
phine, A.  Snider,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Davis)  Snider,  of  Tennessee,  w'ho  came  to  Dunk- 
lin County,  Mo.,  where  they  now  reside;  they  have 
two  children:  Annie  Beatrice  and  Phamous  Arlee. 
Mr.  Conditt  takes  a great  interest  in  school  matters, 
being  secretary  of  the  school  board  for  District  16, 
which  includes  also  the  Tuckerman  District,  three 
white  schools  and  one  colored.  He  is  now  serving 
his  second  term.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  liberal  in 
all  public  matters. 

William  H.  Craige,  dealer  in  groceries,  drugs, 
and  plantation  supplies,  also  postmaster,  Kenyon, 
Ark.  Among  the  important  industrial  enterprises 
which  contribute  to  the  commercial  standing  of  the 
thriving  town  of  Kenyon  is  the  establishment  of 
Mr.  Craige,  who  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  the  place.  He  was 
born  at  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.,  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1840,  and  his  father.  Rev.  John  M.  Craige.  was 
a Methodist  minister,  and  a member  of  the  East 
North  Carolina  Conference.  The  elder  Craige’ s 
health  failing  during  his  ministerial  duties,  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  this  calling,  and  betake  himself 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  continued  until  i 
his  death,  in  1864.  His  excellent  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Elizabeth  Barbee,  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
survived  him  until  1869.  Both  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  They  became  the  parents  of  three  • 
children:  James,  married,  and  resides  at  Chapel 
Hill,  N.  C.,  on  the  old  homestead.  He  enli.sted  in 
the  Twenty-eighth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  in  ' 
1861,  and  served  duringthe  war.  Wesley  enlisted  i 
in  the  Eleventh  North  Carolina  Infantry  in  1862,  ' 
and  remained  in  service  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
but  contracted  sickness  at  Petersburg,  Va. , went 
home  and  died  there  in  1864;  and  William  H. 
The  latter  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  put  iinder 
the  tutelage  of  F.  M.  Hubbard,  D.  D..  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina,  and  there  remained  tor 
two  years,  receiving  the  preparatory  course.  Then, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  entered  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  and  remained  in  college  until  ; 
1859,  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  i 
ill  health.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
navy  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  but  was  transferred  to  ! 


heavy  artillery  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  where  he 
remained  until  February,  1864.  He  was  then  put 
in  charge  of  engineering  corps,  and  remained  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After 
this  he  settled  at  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. , w’here  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  for  one  year  and  then, 
at  the  solicitation  of  Gov.  Swain,  entered  college, 
finishing  his  course  and  graduating  with  the  class 
of  1868.  After  this  he  follow'ed  teaching  for  some 
time,  and  then  came  to  Lawrence  County,  Ark., 
where  he  still  continued  that  avocation  at  Pow- 
hatan for  two  years.  In  1878  his  alma  mater  con- 
ferred on  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  merchandising  and  farm- 
ing. He  moved  to  Kenyon,  Jackson  County,  in 
the  spring  of  1872,  embarking  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, but  has  also  been  engaged  in  farming  since 
1879.  Ho  owns  a good  farm  of  1,000  acres,  with 
500  acres  under  cultivation,  has  nearly  300  acres 
in  cotton  and  200  acres  in  corn.  He  raises  consid- 
erable cattle,  and  has  one  of  the  best  stock  farms 
in  the  county.  He  has  not  been  very  active  in  pol- 
itics, but  votes  'with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
ha:3  held  the  office  of  postmaster  since  1879,  and  in 
all  his  relations  with  the  puldic,  as  well  as  in  all 
other  respects,  he  is  strictly  honorable  and  upright. 
He  was  married  in  Jackson  County,  in  August, 
1871,  to  Miss  Lavinia  Holford,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  A. 
Holford,  natives  of  Tennessee.  Her  parents  came 
to  Jackson  County  in  1859,  settling  on  a farm,  and 
there  both  passed  their  last  days.  Their  family 
consisted  of  the  followiug  children:  Mrs.  C.  W. 

Winfree,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Manning  and  Rev.  B.  E.  Hol- 
ford, a Baptist  minister,  residing  in  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.,  and  Mrs.  Lavinia  (Holford)  Craige. 
To  the  union  of  Mr.  anel  Mrs.  Craige  were  born 
these  children:  Hubbard,  Augustus  G.  and  Bar- 
bee. Mr.  Craige  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal, 
and  Mrs.  Craige  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

C.  G.  Crow,  farmer  and  proprietor  of  grist  mill 
and  cotton-gin  at  McCreary  Station,  Bird  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Jackson  County,  in  1844,  the 
second  in  a family  of  three  children  of  Atrides  and 
Mary  (Waters)  Crow,  the  father  of  Kentucky,  the 
mother  of  Cape  Girardeau  County,  Mo.  The 
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father  was  married  in  Missouri,  and  in  1840  came 
to  Craighead  County.  He  was  practicing  physi  I 
cian  and  surgeon,  and  in  1842  came  to  Jackson-  j 
port,  Jackson  County;  after  residing  in  various  , 
places,  he  returned  to  Jackson  County,  where  he  ; 
was  county  clerk;  his  death  occurred  in  1857.  His  ' 
wife  died  in  1851.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
educated  at  the  seminary  in  Hartford,  Ky.  In  1801, 
in  Scott  County,  Mo.,  he  enlksted  for  six  months’ 
State  service,  and  on  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
he  re-enlisted  in  Capt.  William  Cotter’s  company,  ; 
Gen.  Forrest’s  brigade,  Neelev’s  regiment,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  in  Tennessee.  He  was 
in  the  battles  of  Fort  Pillow,  Harrisburg,  Parker’s  ; 
Cross  Roads,  and  the  Oklahoma  raid.  He  was  j 
paroled  in  Mississippi,  in  1865,  and  returned  to  | 
Jackson  County,  and  in  1867  married  iMary  V.  i 
Parrott,  a native  of  Tennessee,  daughter  of  William  | 
H.  and  Martha  (Darden)  Parrott,  of  North  Caro-  j 
lina  and  Tennessee  nativity,  who  came  to  Jackson  | 
County  in  1861.  Her  father  died  in  1879,  and  her  j 
mother  some  years  before.  After  his  marriage  our  | 
subject  settled  where  he  now  resides,  buying  a tim-  j 
her  tract  of  forty  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  added 
to,  until  he  now  owns  600  acres,  nearly  300  under  ' 
cultivation,  the  products  being  cotton  and  corn;  i 
he  also  raises  some  stock.  Mr.  Crow  is  a Demo-  ^ 
crat,  active  in  politics,  and  has  always  taken  an  | 

active  interest  in  the  schools,  being  now  a mem-  1 

I 

her  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a member  of  Jack-  j 
sonport  Lodge  No.  191,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  of  j 
Jacksonport  Chapter  No.  40.  Mr.  Crow  always  I 
takes  an  active  interest  in  everything  for  the  good  j 
of  the  county,  and  has  seen  great  changes  in  the  1 
course  of  its  development.  His  family  consists  of 
four  children  now  living:  Ada,  Maoima,  Charles  j 
and  Daisy  Cleveland.  William  Atrides  died  in  ; 
1868,  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Maud  Ida,  in  1874, 
at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Robert  L.  Davis,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  was 
born  in  Alabama,  September  25,  1832,  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Ann  (McDonald)  Davis,  natives  of  Ala- 
bama. Samuel  Davis,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
a native  of  East  Tennessee,  came  to  Alabama 
between  1815  and  1825,  and  was  the  tirst  settler 
at  Huntsville.  He  located  a claim,  built  a log 


house  and  returned  to  Tennessee  for  his  family. 

In  his  absence  his  claim  was  jumped  by  David 
Hunt,  after  whom  the  city  of  Huntsville  was 
named.  Mr.  Davis  made  no  effort  to  substantiate 
his  claim  to  the  land,  but  located  another,  which 
he  improved,  and  on  which  ho  resided  till  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years.  William 
Davis  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  forty.  Robert  L.  was  the 
fifth  of  a family  of  eight;  Elizabeth,  Samuel, 
Steele,  Jane,  James,  Anson  and  AVilliam.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  lived  at  home  with  his  parents  i 
till  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Henderson,  May  16,  1857.  j 
In  1860  he  came  to  Arkansas,  locating  a farm  on  | 
Bowel’’ s Ridge,  which  he  sold  in  1863,  when  he 
bought  152  acres  of  wild  land  in  Section  IS,  ■ 
Breckinridge  Township,  which  he  commenced  at  ' 
once  to  clear  and  improve,  and  now  has  about  100 
acres  of  that  tract  under  cultivation,  and  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  Mrs.  Davis  died  May  21,  | 

1885.  They  had  three  children:  Walter  S.,  born  : 
March  16,  1858;  James  H.,  born  April  1,  1868,  a j 

telegraph  operator  in  the  employ  of  the  St.  Louis  | 
& Iron  Mountain  Railroad  Company,  and  Georgie  i 
Laird,  born  January  28,  1872.  Mr.  Davis’  chil-  ; 
dren  have  been  well  educated  at  the  private  schools  i 
of  the  county,  and  also  at  some  of  the  prominent 
colleges  of  the  State  and  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Davis 
being  a friend  to  education,  and  taking  active  in- 
terest in  all  matters  of  importance  to  the  county 
and  State.  At  this  time  he  has  432  acres  of  land, 
230  under  cultivation. 

R.  M.  Davis,  mayor,  Newport,  Ark.  Mr. 
Davis  has  been  a resident  of  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
for  many  years,  and  has  been  closely  and  usefully 
identified  with  its  history  throughout  all  that  pe- 
riod of  time.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
Ala.,  near  Huntsville,  March  27,  1841,  and  is  a 
son  of  Matthew  and  Sarah  (Walls)  Davis,  the 
former  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  born  near 
Lynchburg,  and  the  mother  a native  of  Alabama. 
They  were  married  in  Madison  County,  of  the  last 
named  State,  and  emigrated  to  Marshall  County. 
Miss.,  in  about  1844.  They  remained  there,  until 
1856,.  and  then  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Jack 
son  County,  where  the  father  died  in  1866.  The 
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mother  had  previously  died  in  Mississippi.  Their  \ 
family  consisted  of  nine  children,  only  four  living;  ^ 
Mrs.  E.  V.  McDonald,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Ballard,  Mrs.  | 
Anthony  McDonald,  and  Richard  M.,  who  is  tho  j 
youngest  of  the  family  living.  He  was  only  thir-  1 
teen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  i 
finished  his  growth  on  a farm  in  this  State.  At  | 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  was  but  eighteen  ] 
years  of  age,  and  in  1801  he  enlisted  in  Company  ; 
A,  Ninth  Mississippi  Regiment,  at  Pensacola,  Fla.  | 
He  was  one  of  the  first  three  men  to  leave  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  before  the  ordinance  of  secession  w’as 
passed.  He  was  at  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Prairie 
Grove,  Helena,  and  in  Gen.  Price’s  raid  through 
Missouri.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Hel-  | 
ena,  by  a gun-shot  through  the  left  leg.  He  served 
over  four  years  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  sur- 
rendered at  Jacksonport,  Ark.  Afterward  he  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  at  the  last  named 
place,  and  continued  at  this  for  about  three  years, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  he  carried  on  for  some  time.  He  then  be- 
gan farming,  but  later  went  back  to  merchandising, 
which  he  continued  until  1882,  when  he  moved  to  | 
Newport.  He  was  here  employed  as  clerk  by  E.  j 
L.  Watson  & Son,  with  whom  he  remained  until  j 
February,  1888,  and  then  took  charge  of  the  stock  I 
of  goods  now  owned  by  P.  V.  Davis  Sc  Co.  The  j 
firm  carries  a good  line  of  groceries,  etc. , and  are  | 
doing  a good  business.  Mr.  Davis  was  married,  in  j 
1863,  to  Miss  Pauline  Hudson,  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  who  bore  four  children  now  living:  Rush 
H. , Daisy  D. , Mary  E.  and  Fannie  J.  Mr.  Davis 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  April. 
1889,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Newport,  and  is  fill-  j 
ing  that  position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all. 
He  has  also  served  as  alderman. 

C.  F.  Dean,  a prominent  planter,  of  Jackson 
County,  whose  name  is  almost  too  well-known  to 
need  any  comment,  was  born  in  Meigs  County, 
Tenn.,  in  1853.  His  parents  were  Patrick  and 
Caroline  (Starnes)  Dean,  the  former  a native  of  | 
Ireland  and  the  latter  from  North  Carolina.  The  ; 
father  emigrated  to  America  upon  reaching  his  ma-  ' 
turity,  and  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  he  was  | 
afterward  married.  He  was  a very  intellectual  j 


man,  and  a school  teacher  by  profession.  He  died 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  while  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  a number  of  years,  and  passed  away  in 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  leaving  three  children  yet  j 
living:  Cornelius  F.,  Margaret  and  James  J.  Cor-  | 
nelius  was  reared  in  Tennessee,  where  he  remained  I 
until  1868,  and  then  moved  to  Jackson  County,  j 
Ark.  For  the  first  few  years  after  his  arrival  he  ; 
farmed  on  rented  land,  but  his  energy  and  shrewd- 
ness in  business  transactions  have  enabled  him  to 
accumulate  about  347  acres  of  valuable  land,  with 
some  200  acres  well  under  cultivation,  almost  all 
of  which  he  has  improved  himself.  His  farm  is 
situated  on  the  west  side  of  White  River,  opposite 
the  city  of  Jacksonport,  and  the  soil  is  some  of  the 
best  in  that  section,  being  adapted  to  almost  any 
kind  of  vegetable  or  grain,  as  well  as  a fine  gi'az- 
ing  country.  In  1875  Mr.  Dean  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Delaney,  by  whom  he  has  had  two 
children;  Stella  and  Archie.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful men  in  Jackson  County. 

Maj.  William  Deen.  One  of  the  men  who  has 
contributed  much  to  the  development  of  Jackson 
County  is  Maj.  Deen,  a prominent  planter  and 
stock  raiser  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Anson 
County,  N.  C.,  on  February  18,  1825,  and  was  the 
fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to  Red- 
dick and  Martha  (IVIorre)  Deen,  both  natives  of  the 
same  State.  The  father  was  also  a planter  in  An- 
son County,  and  during  the  earlier  history  of  that 
county  was  a prominent  figure  in  polities.  The 
iVIajor  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  educated  in  tho 
district  .schools  of  his  l)irthplace.  In  1843  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Price,  from  the  same 
State,  who  subsequently  died  after  a happy  married 
life,  leaving  him  one  child,  John,  who  is  now  a 
prominent  physician  and  surgeon  in  Texas.  In 
1855  Maj.  Deen  was  again  married,  in  Anson 
County,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Ann  Lilly,  and 
two  years  later  he  moved  with  his  bride  to  Kiunper 
County,  Miss.,  where  he  bought  a plantation,  and 
became  a leading  citizen  of  that  county,  being  at 
one  time  commissioned  on  the  relief  committee  to 
look  after  tho  destitute  of  that  section.  In  1869 
he  moved  to  Woodruff  County,  Ark.,  and  two  years 
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afterward  bought  a timber  tract  of  320  acres,  which 
was  slightly  improved.  He  has  continued  to  im- 
prove the  land  and  add  to  it  on  different  occa- 
sions, until  now  he  owns  about  1,080  acres,  and 
has  some  400  acres  under  cultivation.  His  princi- 
pal crops  are  corn  and  cotton,  and  he  also  raises 
some  stock.  IMaj.  Deen  is  not  a very  active  poli- 
tician, but  he  takes  a deep  interest  in  all  matters 
that  augur  for  the  welfare  of  his  county,  and  is 
very  liberal  in  his  aid  toward  all  enterprises,  which, 
in  his  judgment,  will  make  it  one  of  the  foremost 
in  the  State.  The  Major  and  his  wife,  who  both 
attend  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  have  had 
eight  children  born  to  their  union:  Marcus  L.  (re- 
siding in  Texas),  Milliam  T.,  Laura  (now  Mrs. 
McCauley),  Fannie  (also  married),  Benjamin  and 
Simeon,  all  residing  in  the  saine  township  with 
their  father  except  Marcus.  Maj.  Deen  has  been 
a valuable  citizen  to  the  community,  and  one  whose 
efforts  in  building  up  his  county  have  been  well 
appreciated. 

F.  R.  Dowell,  assessor  of  Jackson  County, 
farmer,  miller  and  ginner,  was  borp  in  Jackson 
County,  May  10,  1851.  His  father,  Henry  J. 
Dowell,  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  1814,  moved  to 
Kentucky,  and  in  1838  married  Miss  A.  M.  Boyce, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1819.  In  1849 
they  came  to  Jackson  County,  Bird  Township, 
bought  a farm  of  100  acres,  and  improved  and 
added  to  this  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1881,  it  consisted  of  2,200  acres,  500  under  culti- 
vation. Mr.  Dowell  was  a strong  Democrat,  and 
served  his  township  ten  years  as  magistrate,  and 
declined  several  other  offices.  The  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our 
subject  was  the  fourth  of  a family  of  six:  Belle, 
J.  H.,  Junius,  D.  C.  and  IMary  S.  J.  H.  served 
during  the  war  in  the  Confederate  army.  Henry 
J.  was  a man  of  great  energy,  and  was  of  much 
service  to  the  early  settlers  in  locating  land,  being 
thoroughly  accpiainted  with  the  country.  His  wife 
i still  lives  on  the  old  homesteail,  at  th«'  age  of  sev- 
, enty.  The  sul^ject  of  our  sketch  was  raised  on  the 
! farm,  received  his  ('ducation  in  the  common  schools 
I of  Jackson  County,  and  also  spent  two  yeans  at  the 
I academy  in  Philadel[)hia,  Izard  County,  Ark.  He 


left  school  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  for  ten 
years  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Tucker- 
man  with  his  brother  D.  C.,  the  tirm  being  F.  R.  , 
Sc  D.  C.  Dowell.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  with-  | 
drew  from  the  tirm,  and,  having  been  appointed 
administrator  of  his  father’s  estate,  he  took  charge  | 
of  that  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  dealing.  i 
In  1883  he  built  a large  saw  mill  and  cotton-crin,  I 
later  adding  the  grist-mill.  He  also  owns  160 
acres  of  land,  100  of  which  are  cultivated,  and  also  j 
has  an  interest  in  his  father's  estate.  Mr.  Dowell, 
in  November.  1878,  married  Miss  L.  B.  Billings-  ■ 
lea,  daughter  of  J.  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Woolley)  Bil- 
lingslea,  natives  of  Alabama,  who  came  to  Arkan-  ' 
sas  about  1807  and  settled  in  Woodruff  Comity, 

Mr.  Billingslea  being  a prominent  farmer  and  phy-  ; 
sician  of  that  county,  and  dying  in  1809.  Our  j 
subject’s  wife  was  born  May  19,  1858.  They  have 
had  three  children:  Harry  E.  (born  in  ISSO).  Mary  ' 
A.  (born  August  20,  1880;  ffied  March  7,  ISSS), 
and  Henry  J.  (born  September  2,  1888;  died  Feb-  | 
ruary  7,  1889).  They  are  members  of  the  Meth-  j 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Dowell  is  an  active  i 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  having  served  on 
Ijoth  township  and  county  committees.  In  Sep-  ^ 
tember,  1888,  he  was  elected  assessor  of  Jackson  ■ 
County,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  has  also 
held  the  office  of  school  directer,  and  is  active  in 
the  cause  of  education,  and  in  support  of  all  pub- 
lic enterprises.  He  is  now  making  preparations 
for  -entering  the  business  of  raising  blooded  stock. 

D.  C.  Dowell,  general  merchant  at  Tucker 
man,  was  born  in  Jackson  Comitv,  in  1853,  bnimr 
a son  of  H.  J.  and  A.  M.  (Boyce)  Dowell,  natives 
of  Kentucky.  The  father,  a farmer,  emigrated 
to  Jackson  Countv,  in  1849,  settling  in  Bird  Town- 
ship,  near  Black  River,  and  opened  up  consider- 
able land  in  the  county;  his  death  occurred  in 
1881,  his  excellent  wife  still  surviving.  In  their 
family  were  J.  H.  (now  deceased,)  Jimmie  and 
Belle  (who  died  young),  F.  R.  (asses.sor  of  Bird 
Township)  and  M.  L.  (at  home).  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  raised  on  the  farm,  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  also  at  Izard  County  College.  He 
aided  at  home  in  clearing  the  farm,  and  there  en 
gaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  in  1874.  at  Tuck 
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erman,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  F.  R. 
Dowell,  erected  the  tirst  store  in  the  place,  carry- 
ing a full  line  of  notions,  dry  goods,  groceries  and 
drugs;  this  partnership  continued  till  1885,  w’hen 
our  subject  bought  his  brother’s  interest,  they 
havinar  been  burned  out  in  1888,  and  in  1889  a 
good  frame  building  was  erected.  October  10, 
1879,  Mr.  Dowell  married  Ida  Thoroughman,  a na- 
tive of  Missouri,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Emily 
Thoroughman,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
respectively,  the  father  then  being  an  attorney  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  now  reside.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowell: 
Grade,  Lou  (died  in  1885,  aged  four  years),  Fos- 
ter, D.  C. , Jr.,  and  Taylor.  Mr.  Dowell  during 
his  lifetime  in  Jackson  County  has  seen  a vast 
change;  he  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  furthering  all  projects 
for  the  good  of  the  county. 

G.  IV.  Dudley,  a highly- esteemed  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  of  Jackson  County,  was  born  in  Bed- 
ford County,  Tenn. , in  1840.  He  was  the  third  in 
a family  of  seven  children  born  to  Christopher  S. 
and  Louisa  P.  (Bandy)  Dudley,  of  Tennessee,  in 
which  State  the  father  was  county  surveyor  of 
Bedford  County  for  twenty-tive  years,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  quite  extensively.  The  elder 
Dudley  wms  a noted  Democratic  politician  during 
his  life,  and  one  of  the  best  orators  of  his  party  in 
that  section.  During  his  later  days  he  occupied 
himself  with  his  farm  entirely  until  his  death,  in 
1878,  his  excellent  wife  only  surviving  him  one 
day.  The  seven  children  born  to  the  parents  are 
all  living:  Richard  Houston  resides  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  hardware 
busine.ss;  Marion  resides  in  Glass  Township;  G. 
W.  also  lives  in  Glass  Township;  Harriet  M. , 
now  Mrs.  Lucker,  of  Franklin  County,  Tenn. ; 
Fannie,  now  Mrs.  Jarrett,  residing  in  Tennessee; 
Guilford,  residing  in  Nashville,  Term.,  and  in  the 
hardware  business;  Robert  VI.,  residing  at  Nash- 
ville, and  also  in  the  hardware  business.  G.  VV. 
Dudley  was  reared  to  a farm  life  and  attended  the 
district  schools  of  Bedford  County,  Tenn.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Senator  Bates’ 
regiment,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Lynch- 


burg, Va.  He  was  engaged  in  the  bombardment 
of  Aqua  Creek,  on  May  28,  1801;  at  Vlanassas, 
on  July  22,  and  was  a member  of  Claiborne's 
brigade  at  Shiloh,  He  also  took  part  in  the  battle 
at  Richmond,  Ky.  (when  captain  and  colonel  were 
both  killed),  at  Perryville,  Vlurfreesboro  and 
Chickamauga,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  botli 
Perryville  and  Chickamauga.  He  was  also  at  the 
battles  of  Vlissionary'  Ridge,  Resaca,  Calhoun, 
Kenesaw  VIountain,  Vlarietta  and  Decatur.  At 
the  last  place  he  was  again  severely^  wounded,  and 
fell  on  the  spot  where  Gen.  VIcPherson  was  killed. 
He  lay  on  the  battlefield  for  some  time,  unable  to 
move,  but  was  finally  discovered  and  taken  to  the 
hospital  at  Vlacon,  Ga.  After  his  recovery  he 
again  returned  to  the  front  and  went  with  Hood  to 
Vliddle  Tennessee.  At  Franklin  he  heard  Gen. 
Claiborne  give  his  last  command  to  his  brigadier- 
generals: 

Gentlemen,  I have  called  ymu  together  to  say  to  yon 
that  Gen.  Hood  commands  that  Franklin  must  be  taken. 
He  says  that  line  of  works  (scanning  the  breastworks; 
must  be  taken.  He  says:  “ I want  you.  General,  and  your 
staff  officers  to  lead  your  brigades,  and  impress  it  on  the 
colonels  and  captains  to  lead  their  commands.  I,  myself, 
will  lead  the  division,  and  the  first  man  who  tires  a gun  or 
dodges  to  the  rear  we  will  cut  his  head  olf  and  put  it  on  a 
pole,  and  carry'  it  through  the  streets  of  Nashville  with 
‘ cowardice’  branded  upon  it.” 

He  then  waved  them  off,  the  battle  commenced; 
and  Gen.  Claiborne  was  killed  while  storming  the 
breastworks,  as  were  also  Gens.  Smith  and  Gran- 
berry,  while  many  of  the  officers  were  mortally 
wounded.  After  this  event  VIr.  Dudley  joined 
Gen.  Forrest  at  West  Point,  Vli.ss. , and  was  with 
him  at  Selma,  Ala.,  during  the  closing  scenes.  He 
surrendered  at  Gainesville,  Ala.,  and  returned  to 
Tennessee,  where  he  remained  fora  year,  ami  then 
moved  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  where  he  com- 
menced farming.  In  18()8  he  was  married,  in  this 
county',  to  Vliss  Vlollie  Raynor,  of  Tennessee, 
whose  death  occurred  the  same  year,  and.  in  18  <5, 
he  was  imuTied  to  Miss  Caroline  Laster,  of  Mis- 
sissippi. In  1878  he  made  his  tirst  purchase  of 
land  and  bought  17(.)  acres  on  a timber  tract. which 
he  immediately  set  to  work  improving,  and  now 
has  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Dudley 
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has  always  been  an  active  politician,  and  a valuable 
man  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  very  much 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  has  served  on 
the  school  board  for  some  years.  In  secret  socie- 
ties he  belongs  to  Thornburg  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  has  been  Worshipful  Master,  and  is 
a member  of  Jackson  Chapter  No.  40,  at  Jackson- 
port.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Dudley  and 
his  wife;  George  William,  Robert  Guilford,  Rich- 
ard Houston  and  Mary  Louisa.  Mr.  Dudley  has 
witnessed  a great  many  changes  in  the  county 
durins:  his  long:  residence  here,  and  has  noted  the 
adversity  and  prosperity  of  Jackson  County,  as  it 
fell  and  rose  from  year  to  year,  until  now  it  can  take 
rank  with  the  foremost  through  the  efforts  of  citi- 
zens like  himself.’ 

Christopher  Marion  Dudley,  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  now  residing  on  Section  18,  Township  14, 
was  born  in  Bedford  County  Tenn.,  near  Shelby- 
villo,  a son  of  Christopher  S.  and  Louisa  Peirce 
(Bandy)  Dudley,  both  natives  of  Tennessee.  There 
were  ten  children  in  this  family,  Christopher  M. 
and  William  being  the  only  ones  living  in  Arkan- 
sas. The  former  was  raised  on  a farm  in  his  na- 
tive State,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  also  spent  several  terms  at  the  Academy  at 
Salem,  coming  to  Arkansas  November  7,  18(30. 
His  first  purchase  w'as  of  wild  land,  w'hich  he  sold, 
and  in  1808  or  1809  bought  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides,  clearing  and  improving  the  same 
himself,  and  at  the  present  time  has  upon  his 
farm  good  house  and  stables,  besides  cotton-gin 
and  ffrist-mill.  Mr.  Dudley  is  the  owner  of  740 

O • 

acres,  about  300  acres  being  cultivated.  January 
13,  1807,  Mr.  Dudley  married  Miss  Letitia  Bandy, 
of  Arkansas.  They  had  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  George  C. , Richard  Huston,  Guilford 
and  Louisa  S.,  all  of  whom  have  had  good  school 
advantages;  and  Richard,  a graduate  of  University 
of  Tennessee,  in  the  yvholesale  hardware  house  of 
Dudley  Bros.  & Lipscomb,  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
The  other  children  at  home,  attending  school. 
Mrs.  Dudley  died,  and  in  1880  he  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  P.  Maxy  (nee  Winfred) ; they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Susan  Maud.  Mr.  Dudley  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Strangers’  Home  Lodge  No.  3bl.  Thorn- 


burg, Lawrence  County,  Ark.  He  is  progressive, 
and  ready  and  willing  to  take  an  active  part  in  all 
enterprises  which,  in  his  jiulgment,  are  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  county  and  State. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Erwin,  physician,  surgeoii  and 
planter,  is  a native  of  East  Tennessee,  having  been 
born  in  Knox  County,  June  8,  1849,  His  parents 
were  Wade  H.  and  MelinOa  (Kincade)  Erwin,  of 
Tennessee,  where  their  parents  came  from  Virginia 
about  1812.  The  grandfathers  on  both  side.s,  of 
English  and  Irish  descent,  were  soldiers  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  and  the  War  of  1812.  Mr.  Er 
win’s  father  was  a planter  and  mechanic,  who,  in 
1852,  came  with  his  family  to  Independence,  then 
to  Lawrence  County,  and  settled  a large  farm 
near  Smithville,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  in 
1882,  his  wife  having  died  about  three  years  pre- 
vious. He  served  four  years  in  the  late  war:  was 
twice  discharged  and  returned,  and  closed  his 
military"  career  after  Price’ staid  through  Missouri. 
Five  of  his  sous  were  in  the  Confederate  service, 
all  of  whom  survived  without  a yvound.  Our  sub- 
ject’s parents  yvere  consistent  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  his  father  an  honored  memlter  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  a strong  temperance  man. 
an  active  Democrat  in  jwlitics,  and  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  several  terms.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Auvergne, 
came  to  this  State  thirty-seven  years  ago.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  spending  his  school  days  in  the 
common  schools  of  Arkansas.  In  1868  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine,  under  Dr.  Bevens,  of  Batos- 
ville.  Ark. ; was  with  him  several  years,  when  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  L;iwrence. 
Craighead,  Independence,  Cross,  and  Jack.-on 
Counties.  In  1873  he  married  Miss  Kitty  A. 
Wright,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Liddia  (Did 
ham)  Wright,  natives  of  Kentucky,  Living  in 
Lawrence  County  four  years,  he  moved  to  Bower's 
Ridge,  yvhere  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising,  in  connection  with  his  practice,  remaining 
ten  years.  In  November,  18^(3,  he  removed  to 
Auvergne,  purchased  farm  and  town  propeilv . and 
in  March,  1886,  associated  with  Dr.  G.  D.  Clem 
euts  in  practice,  and  also  in  the  conduct  of  the 
drug  business,  in  which  connection  he  still  con- 
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tiaues.  Dr.  Erwin  is  the  ninth  of  a family  of 
eleven  children,  and  himself  has  a family  of  five  liv- 
injr;  Willie  Lee,  Clande  Mavo.  Ira  H. , Dovie  and 
Josie  R. ; those  who  died  were  Alabama,  George 
A.  and  May.  He  is  a member  of  Newport  Lodge 
No.  71,  I.  O.  O.  F..  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but 
conservative,  and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Ejiisoopal  Church.  He  also  takes 
an  active  part  in  support  of  schools,  churches  and 
public  enterjirises,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  development  of  the  country  since  his  residence 
here.  He  was  one  of  the  most  liberal  supporters 
of  the  Auvergne  Academy,  and  one  of  the  board  to 
guarantee  a support  of  that  school  until  it  should 
be  made  permanent.  Dr.  Erwin  has  a farm  of 
620  acres,  285  acres  of  wLich  are  cultivated.  He 
was  one  of  the  tirst  to  prove  that  swamp  lands 
could  be  successfully  drained,  and  that  small  fruits 
could  be  successfully  grown.  One  of  his  farms, 
the  Wideman  farm,  was  the  first  land  cleared  in 
the  village,  and  it  was  done  by  the  Indians. 

John  T.  Flynn,  superintendent  of  the  Bates- 
ville  & Brinkley  Railroad,  was  born  in  Charleston, 

S.  C.,  on  January  10,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  John 

T.  and  Louisa  (Abram)  Flynn,  of  New  York  and 
South  Carolina,  respectively.  The  father  went  to 
South  Carolina,  and  was  married  in  that  State, 
afterward  entering  into  business,  which  he  carried 
on  until  after  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  New 
York,  where  he  died  in  1881,  the  mother  dying  in 
South  Carolina.  They  were  the  i)arents  of  hve 
children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living,  John  T. 
being  the  oldest.  Young  Flvnn  was  born  and 
reared  in  Charleston,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  commenced 
railroading  at  seventeen  years  of  age,  entering 
into  the  employ  of  what  is  now  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  system,  where  he  remained  twenty  years, 
first  commencing  as  clerk  in  the  freight  depart- 
ment. and  working  himself  up  to  be  a division 
superintendent  of  that  road.  After  leaving  the 
emjJoy  of  the  Louisville  & Nashville  road,  he 
went  to  Texas,  and  was  made  superintendent  of 
the  East  Line  & Red  River  Railroad  for  several 
years.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  Memphis 
& Little  Rock  Railroad,  as  agent  for  some  years, 

54 


and  in  1887  became  superintendent  of  the  Bates- 
ville  & Brinkley  Railroad,  which  position  he  still 
occupies.  IMr.  Flynn  has  followed  railroading 
almost  all  his  life.  He  is  one  of  the  best  informed 
men  in  railroad  matters  now  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas. and  has  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  workings 
of  every  department  on  his  line.  He  is  a genial, 
pleasant  man,  of  good  address,  and  very  popular 
in  that  section,  where  he  has  a large  circle  of 
friends.  In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Rasser,  of  South  Carolina,  and  together  they 
make  their  home  at  Newport,  the  headquarters  of 
the  road. 

Charles  Monroe  Ford,  planter  and  stock  raiser, 
of  Richwood  Township,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Nancy  (Bunch)  Ford,  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
and  was  born  May  4,  1846.  His  parents  came  to 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  1854,  and  in  1855  en- 
tered a qxrarter  section  in  Section  11,  Richwood 
Township,  but  sold  this  and  went  to  Illinois  in 
1864.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  county.  He  married  IMiss 
Margaret  A.  Balch,  who  had  four  children:  Rob- 
ert Newton  (born  December  14.  1876),  Martha  A. 
(born  November  25,  1875),  Nancy  E.  (born  March 
15,  1877),  William  Amos  (born  December  16, 
1878).  His  first  wife  died  in  1879,  and  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Jane  Brown,  of  Tennessee.  They 
have  four  children;  Charles  L.  (born  April  6,  1882), 
Laura  Jane  (born  September  10,  1885),  James 
Arthur  (born  August  4,  1887)  and  Rufus  L.  (born 
April  3.  1889).  In  1868  or  1869  Mr.  Ford  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  partly  improved  land  on 
Section  11,  and  lived  there  until  1880,  when  he 
bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  He  now 
has  160  acres  of  fine  corn  and  cotton  land,  about 
sixty -five  acres  unimproved,  which  is  well  stocked 
with  good  breeds  of  cattle  and  hogs.  IMr.  Ford 
is  a member  of  Newport  Lodge  No.  397,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. , has  been  school  director  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  now  postmaster  at  Ford  postcttice. 
He  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  politicsr  ami  also 
in  educational  and  religious  advancement. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Foster,  a member  of  the  White 
River  Annual  conference  of  the  IMethodist  Episco- 
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pal  Church,  South,  and  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Aiivergne  Station,  is  a native  of  Madison  County, 
Tenn. , born  Se[)tember  16,  1828.  His  parents 
were  Elijah  B.  and  Ann  (Smith)  Foster,  natives  of 
South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively;  the 
father  a farmer,  and  an  energetic  and  prosperous 
man,  emigrated  to  Tennessee  when  a young  man, 
and  there  married.  He  was  magistrate  of  his 
county  for  several  years,  and  died  January  20, 
1845,  his  wife  surviving  him  nine  years,  and  de- 
parting this  life  in  March,  1854.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  six  children:  W.  R., 
Sarah  E.,  Harriet  A.,  Fannie  T.,  Julia  P.  and 
James  L.  Foster.  V.  R.  was  raised  and  received 
his  education  in  Lauderdale  County,  Tenn.  In 
1851  he  professed  religion  and  joined  the  above 
named  church.  In  December  of  the  same  year  he 
came  to  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  with  his  mother, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  wood  business  on  the 
Mississippi  River  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
moved,  with  his  mother  to  Phillips  County,  Ark. , 
where  she  departed  this  life  in  the  faith  of  the 
Gospel.  He  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years, 
and  was  licensed  to  preach  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1855,  by  the  Walnut  Bend  Quarterly  conference, 
Helena  district,  Stephen  S.  Carlisle,  presiding 
elder.  In  September,  1856,  he  was  admitted,  on 
trial,  in  the  Arkansas  Annual  conference,  as  a 
traveling  preacher,  and  was  appointed  to  Salem 
Mission,  where  he  had  good  success  for  a young 
preacher,  aboiit  144  persons  being  converted  to  the 
Christian  religion,  and  some  200  added  to  the 
Church  of  God.  At  the  close  of  that  year  ( 1857) 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Lawrenceville  circuit, 
where  he  met  with  some  success,  about  sixty  being 
brought  into  the  church.  In  the  fall  of  1858  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Smithville  circuit,  where  he 
had  a good  revival  of  religion,  over  100  souls  be- 
ing converted.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  Greensboro  Mission,  which  he  served 
two  years  with  good  success.  Jonesboro  was  then 
a young  town,  and  one  of  his  appointments.  In 
this  town  he  preached  the  first  sermon  heard  there, 
in  a livery  stable,  and  organized  the  church  in  that 
(now)  city.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  was  ajipointed 


to  the  Walnut  Bend  circuit,  where  he  was  licensed 
to  preach.  The  war  was  on,  and  but  little  was 
done  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  In  the  fall  of 
1862  he  was  appointed  to  Batesville  Station  and 
circuit,  where  he  had  a good  revival  of  religion,  all 
over  his  w’ork.  While  on  this  work  he  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Federal  soldiers,  and  was  held  in 
prison  one  month.  While  in  prison  the  annual 
conference  was  held,  and  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Strawberry  circuit.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Smithville  circuit,  and  for  three 
years  he  served  this  work  with  happy  results. 
In  the  fall  of  1867  he  was  appointed  presiding 
elder  on  the  Yellville  district,  laboring  with  o-ood 
results  for  three  years.  In  1870  he  was  transferred 
by  Bishop  Keener  to  the  White  River  conference, 

! and  was  appointed  to  Searcy  Station,  at  which 
place  he  met  with  some  success.  In  the  fall  of 
1871  he  was  appointed  to  the  Osceola  circuit, 
where  he  served  two  years  as  pastor.  In  1873  he 
I was  appointed  presiding  elder  on  the  Mississippi 
I district,  which  work  he  served  four  years  with 
acceptability.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  to  the 
' Helena  district,  where  he  served  two  years.  In 
: 1870  he  was  appointed  again  to  the  Mississippi 
district,  where  he  served  the  church  four  years 
longer.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  asked  Bishop 
GranbeiTy  to  relieve  him  from  district  work  and 
give  him  a circuit.  The  request  was  granted,  and 
he  was  appointed  to  Jonesboro  circuit.  The  fall  of 
1884  he  was  appointed  to  Greensboro  circuit,  the 
fall  of  1885  to  Pleasant  Hill  (now  Larado  circuit), 
and  in  1886  to  Harrisburg  circuit,  and  on  this 
work  he  labored  two  years,  with  great  success. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  appointed  to  Auvergne 
Station.  Rev.  W.  R.  Foster  was  ordained  deacon 
by  Bishop  Early  in  September,  1858.  On  account 
of  the  war  the  Bishop  could  not  meet  the  annual 
conference,  and  he  was  not  ordained  elder  until 
September,  1866,  by  Bishop  G.  F.  Pierce.  He 
was  married,  to  Miss  Mildred  E.  Barker,  on  the 
11th  of  December,  1857,  she  being  a native  of  Rob- 
ertson County,  Tenn.  To  them  have  been  born  six 
children:  John  C.,  IMatilda  A.,  William  R.  (died 

in  early  childhood),  Dixie  L.  (a  young  ladv  of 
twenty-four  years),  Ida  B.  (seventeen  years),  and 
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Minnie  P.  (eight  years').  Mr.  Foster  is  a member 
of  Jonesboro  Masonic  lodge;  also  Jonesboro  Iloyal 
Arch  Chapter,  and  of  R.  A S.  M.,  Harrisburg 
Council.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  Ritchman 
lodge,  in  Cotton  Plant,  St.  Francis  County,  Ark., 
in  1858.  He  is  now  closing  up  his  thirty-third 
year’s  work  in  the  ministry,  all  in  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas. He  never  has  been  a supernumerary,  nor 
a superannuated  preacher,  and  he  loves  the  itiner- 
ant ministry  to-day  as  he  loves  his  own  life.  Many 
have  told  him  they  would  be  stars  in  his  crown 
when  they  get  home  to  Heaven.  I 

Joseph  P.  Foirshee,  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Union  Township,  Jackson  County,  is  a son  of  Lloyd 
and  Mary  (Lambert)  Foushee,  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina, the  father  being  of  French  descent.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandfather,  Elijah  Foushee,  a na-  ; 
tive  of  Paris,  France,  came  to  America  in  1774,  and  ' 
participated  in  our  Revolutionary  War,  supposedly 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Oen.  Washington.  ] 
Daniel  Foushee,  brother  of  Lloyd,  and  Joab  and 
Eli  Lambert,  uncles  of  our  subject,  participated 
in  the  War  of  1812.  George  Washington  Foushee 
and  Elijah  Foushee  were  in  the  War  of  1861,  Eli- 
jah being  present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  R.  E. 
Lee,  at  Appomattox,  in  1865.  Joseph  P.  Foushee  ; 
was  a member  of  the  North  Carolina  militia,  with 
the  rank  of  captain,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  which  position  he  tilled  for  three  years, 
in  Company  B,  Sixth  Regiment,  North  Carolina 
Infantry,  Home  Guards.  William  F.  Foushee, 
being  colonel  of  militia,  retained  that  position  in  ' 
the  Home  Guards  for  about  three  years.  Elijah 
Foushee,  the  grandfather,  married  IMiss  Anna 
Stewart,  in  Chatham  County,  N.  C.  They  had  a 
family  of  ten  children.  Joseph  F.  married  Miss 
Fannie  Sanders,  of  Irish  descent,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  they  have  had  six  children:  James 
(born  December  8,  1848),  William  A.  (born  in 
1852),  Mary  (married  Thomas  J.  Sconyers,  of  Ala- 
bama), Fannie  E.  (married  William  Harwell), 
Eliza  P.  (married  John  Baker,  of  Tenne.ssee),  and 
George  Y.  (at  home).  Mr.  Foushee  has  had  some  j 
education,  and  has  given  all  his  children  good  I 
schooling,  providing  for  them  liberally  as  they  have 
grown  up,  married,  and  left  home,  but  still  has 
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plenty,  owming  640  acres  of  good  average  cotton 

land.  As  an  instance  of  Mr.  Foushee’ s kindheart-  I 

edness,  may  be  mentioned  the  fact  that  he  is  now  ' 

raising  and  providing  for  two  orphan  children,  and 

a place  in  this  volume  may  well  be  accorded  such 

- “ . I 

an  individual.  Mr.  Foushee  is  a member  of  the  ! 

American  Legion  of  Honor,  of  the  Royal  Au'canum,  ; 

and  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  his  wife  and  i 

the  memliers  of  his  family  also  belonging  to  the 

latter.  | 

N.  At.  Gardner  was  bom  in  Henderson  County, 

West  Tenn.,  July  7,  1830,  the  son  of  Joseph  and 

Elizabeth  (McLernan)  Gardner,  natives  of  North 

Carolina,  who  at  an  early  day,  in  1821,  moved  to  | 

Henderson  County,  Tenn.,  and  engaged  in  farm-  ' 

ing.  Mr.  Gardner,  though  an  uneducated  man,  | 

by  hard  work  accumulated  quite  a property,  own-  | 

ing  3,000  acres  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  ' 

occurred  in  Tennessee,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

- - i 

his  excellent  wife  dying  some  years  later.  Grand-  i 
father  Joseph  Gardner  served  in  the  Revolution-  | 
ary  war.  Our  subject,  the  sixth  in  a family  of  ' 
ten,  was  raised  on  the  farm,  and  aided  in  clearing 
up  the  land;  he  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  Tennessee.  In  1859  he  came  to  Jackson 
County,  settling  in  Bird  Township,  where  he  bought  i 
400  acres  of  land,  sixty-tive  acres  being  ctleared; 
after  clearing  sixty  acres  more,  he  sold  the  land.  ^ 
and  in  1869  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  is  now  engaged,  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
general  store,  carrying  a full  line  of  groceries,  dry 
goods,  and  shelf  hardware;  this  was  the  first  store 
opened  in  the  place.  Mr.  Gardner  also  has  a farm 
of  475  acres,  250  being  under  cultivation,  on 
which  are  raised  principally  cotton,  corn  and  oats, 
and  some  stock.  June  23,  1857,  our  subject  mar- 
ried Lavinia  R.  Hardgrave,  of  Madison  County, 
Tenn.,  daughter  of  F.  R.  and  Melviua  (Woodfolk) 
Hardgrave,  of  Tennessee.  Her  father  came  to 
Jackson  County,  in  1866,  his  death  occurring  at 
Kenyon,  in  1878,  his  wife  dying  in  Tennessee. 
They  have  two  children:  Emerson  D..  attending 
Batesville  College,  and  flattie  Lou,  attending  the 
public  school  at  Batesville.  where  the  family 
reside  during  the  school  year.  Mr.  Gardner  also 
owning  property  in  that  place,  ilr.  Gardner  is  a 
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Democrat,  having  been  brought  out  by  the  party 
as  representative,  and  made  a strong  run.  He  is 
a member  of  Tuckerman  Lodge  No.  102,  and 
was  made  a Mason  in  Tennessee.  He  is  practi- 
cally a self-made  man,  having  made  what  he  has 
by  his  own  efforts,  and  has  always  been  actively 
interested  in  everything,  for  the  good  of  the  county, 
aiding  liberally  in  all  public  enterprises. 

Eugene  Bailey  Gillim,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
residing  in  the  village  of  Swiftoii,  Jackson  County, 
is  a native  of  Daviess  County,  Ky.,  having  been 
born  October  3,  1849.  His  parents  were  Hamilton 
B.  and  Middie  Gillim.  Our  subject  was  raised  on 
a farm  in  Kentucky,  and  received  his  education  in 
that  State  at  Pleasant  Valley  High  School.  He 
made  his  home  in  Independence,  and  taught  several 
terms  in  Independence  County  during  the  summer 
months,  working  on  a farm  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  In  1874  he  came  to  Jackson  County, 
rented  a farm  near  Tupelo,  where  he  put  in  crops 
in  1874  and  1875.  Mr.  Gillim  came  to  Swifton  in 
1878,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  Mr. 
A.  D.  Bailey,  bought  Mr.  Bailey’s  interest  in  1879, 
and  finally  sold  out  to  H.  P.  Mortensen.  He  pros- 
pected for  a location,  and  finally  invested  in  lots 
at  Morrillton,  remained  there  about  nine  months,  : 
when  he  sold  his  property  at  a nice  profit,  and  in  ' 
1880  returned  to  Jackson  County  and  bought  480 
acres  of  land,  about  twenty  acres  improved,  where 
he  moved  his  family,  and  now  has  125  acres  under 
cultivation.  In  1888  he  erected  the  comfortable 
house  in  Swifton  in  which  he  resides,  working  on  it 
at  odd  times  when  not  engaged  in  farm  work.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Clara  B.  Caviness,  of  Jackson 
County,  a native  of  Tennessee,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  one,  Corilla,  born  August  26,  1875,  now 
living.  Mrs.  Gillim  died  February  11,  1878,  and 
in  1879  he  married  Miss  Willie  E.  Moon;  they 
have  four  children:  Otis  Eugene,  born  June  10, 
1880;  Julia,  born  January  21,  1883;  John  M. , 
born  May  19,  1880,  and  Robert  L.,  born  March 
10,  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillim  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  at  Swifton.  Mr.  Gillim  is 
a member  of  Thornburg  Lodge  No.  371,  Stranger’s 
Home,  Lawrence  County,  Ark.,  and  is  a supporter 
of  all  worthy  movements. 


J.  M.  Glass,  Sr.,  planter  and  stock  raiser, 
Swifton,  Ark.  Mr.  Glass,  who  is  also  numbered 
among  the  first-class  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of 
the  county,  came  originally  from  Fayette  County, 
111.,  where  he  w'as  born  in  1829.  He  was  one  of 
i the  first  settlers  of  this  township,  after  whom  it 
was  named,  and  the  onlv  original  settler  living  in 
I the  same.  He  wms  the  fifth  of  six  children  born  to 
! Elisha  W.  and  Eleanor  (Taylor)  Glass,  natives  of 
^ the  Old  Dominion,  but  both  of  w'hom  were  reared 
in  Illinois  near  Golconda,  Gallatin  County.  Elisha 
Glass  came  with  his  father,  Dudley  Glass,  to  Illi- 
nois in  1802,  but  went  to  Tennessee  in  1820,  and 
settled  in  AVeakley  County,  of  that  State.  He 
was  there  married,  and  there  remained,  engaged  in  ' 
farming,  until  in  September,  1829,  when  he  bought 
land  and  settled  in  Fayette  County,  111.  He  im- 
proved several  farms,  but  in  1845  moved  to  Miller  i 
County,  Mo.,  settling  in  Rich  wood  Township, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1851.  His  wife  after-  ; 
ward  moved  to  Hill  County,  Texas,  and  died  in  I 
April,  1884.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  sub-  ' 
ject  of  this  sketch  moved  to  Fayette  CounU%  111., 
at  an  early  day,  where  he  died,  in  1843,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Semi- 
nole AA’ar.  J.  M.  Glass,  Jr.,  was  taught  the 
duties  of  farm  life  during  boyhood,  and  received  a i 
fair  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Illinois. 

He  went  with  his  parents  to  Miller  County.  Mo., 
was  engaged  in  clearing  and  developing  the  farm, 
and  in  1850  made  his  way  to  Jackson  County. 
Ark.,  and  settled  in  Bird  Township.  During  the 
fall  of  1851-52  he  taught  school  on  Black  River,  i 
and  boarded  with  Henry  Miller.  In  the  last  named 
year  be  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  near  Inde- 
pendence County,  but  later  sold  that,  then  invested 
in  more  laud  in  1854,  again  sold  out,  and  from 
I 1854  to  1857  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  bus- 
' iness.  In  1856  he  purchased  167  acres  of  lanJ. 

' and  commenced  improving  the  same,  erecting  a 
j cabin  and  planting  a good  orchard.  From  time  to 
time  he  added  to  this  farm,  until  he  now  owns  467 
acres  with  150  acres  under  cultivation.  .Vt  the 
beginning  of  the  war  he  was  the  owner  of  800 
acres  but  afterward  sold  some  of  this.  Ho  was 
elected  county  surveyor  in  1860,  serving  until 
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1862,  and  in  July  of  that  year  enlisted  in  Com-  I 
pany  A,  in  Capt.  Henry’s  company,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Clover  Bend,  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  and  was  in  many  skirmishes  while 
on  detached  duty.  In  the  fall  of  1803  he  was  | 
sent  home  on  recruiting  service  by  orders  of  Gen. 
Smith,  and  organized  a company  of  which  he  was 
elected  hrst  lieutenant,  serving  thus  until  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  when  he  was  made  adjutant,  serving  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
in  Thomas  H.  McCray’s  brigade,  was  with  Gen. 
Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
and  was  in  active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  surrendered  the  company  at  Jacksonport,  Jime 
5,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  duties  on  ; 
the  farm.  He  was  married,  in  Jackson  County,  on  j 
the  7th  of  November,  1857,  to  Miss  Amanda  K. 
Bandy,  a native  of  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  and 
nine  children  were  l)orn  to  them,  four  now  living, 
viz. : Fannie,  born  October  18,  1858,  and  is  now 
Mrs.  A.  Catlett,  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.;  John  M. , 
born  February  16,  1863.  and  is  at  home;  Lucy  E. , 
born  December  25,  1866,  and  Carrie  A.,  born  in 
July,  1873;  E.  W.  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  two  died  in  infancy:  Samuel  died  in 
1875,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  and  George  died  in 
1884,  at  the  age  of  four  years.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Glass  located  on  his  present  fine  farm, 
and  there  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  quite  act- 
ive in  politics,  and  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  discharged  such  duties  as  were  incum- 
bent upon  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1858  and  1860,  and  has  always  taken  an  earnest 
part  in  all  educational  affairs,  having  served  on 
the  school  board  for  about  twelve  years.  He  re- 
sided for  a short  time  in  Izard  County,  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  his  children,  and  in  this  he 
has  been  successful. 

George  W.  Goddard  is  the  popular  proprietor 
of  the  Planters’  Hotel,  at  Newport,  Ark.,  and  is  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. , born  on  the  2d  of 
December,  1840.  He  is  one  of  six  living  members 
of  a family  of  eight  children  born  to  Edwin  P.  and 
Maria  (Fillmore)  Goddard,  and  is  their  third  child 
in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 


York  State,  and  like  the  majority  of  natives  of  the 
“ Empire  State  ” he  is  intelligent  and  enterpris- 
ing. After  making  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  he  went  to  Leaven- 
worth, Kan.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  quar- 
termaster’s and  sutler’s  department  for  several 
years  during  the  war,  and  he  was  thereafterward 
employed  on  the  construction  of  the  Kansas  Pa- 
cific Railroad  for  some  time.  His  next  enterprise 
was  to  engage  in  the  hotel  business,  at  Salina, 
Kan.,  but  this  enterprise  he  gave  up.  after  a short 
time,  to  go  td  Old  Mexico,  where  he  spent  a year 
or  two  in  investicjating:  a mining  interest.  Subse- 

o o o 


quently  he  opened  and  developed  the  Bellville 
Zinc  IMines,  in  Jasper  County,  Mo.,  putting  up 
the  improved  reduction  works,  and  these  mines  he 
operated,  with  good  results,  for  several  years.  His 
next  business  enterprise  was  to  engage  as  a clerk 
in  a hotel  at  Joplin,  Mo.,  and  from  this  point  he 
returned  to  Old  Mexico.  After  a time  he  settled 
in  Little  Rock,  Ark. , where  he  became  manager  of 
the  Deming  House,  continuing  in  this  capacity  for 
about  three  years.  The  following  year  he  ran  a 
hotel  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  and  in  the  month  of 
October,  1887,  he  came  to  Newport,  and  took  con- 
trol of  the  Planter’s  Hotel,  which  is  a strictly  first- 
class  house.  His  establishment  contains  forty 
rooms,  and  the  meals  he  serves  are  always  of  the 
best  quality,  and  are  palatable  and  well  cooked. 
Mr.  Goddard  is  connected  with  the  mining  in- 


terests of  Marion  County,  and  his  mine  gives 
; promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  finest  in  the  United 
States.  Socially,  Mr.  Goddard  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P.  He  was  married,  in  1888,  to  Mrs.  P.  V. 
Sparks,  the  former  proprietress  of  the  Windsor 
Hotel.  Edwin  P.  Goddard  and  wife  were  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  in  1856  they  emigrat- 
ed to  Knox  County,  111.,  and  until  1860  were  resi- 
dents of  Abingdon.  In  the  latter  year  they  re- 
moved to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  where  the  father 
; died  in  1867,  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  re- 
; sides  in  that  city. 

■ Andrew  J.  Greenhaw  (deceased),  a native  of 
j Alabama,  was  born  November  20.  1813.  His 
father,  Gabriel  Greenhaw,  who  was  born  August  0. 

: 1783,  came  to  this  country  from  the  eastern  shores 
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of  Scotland,  and,  after  living  in  Alabama,  removed 
to  Mississippi,  where  he  died,  xindrew  J.  located 
in  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  about  1840,  where,  for 
several  years,  he  rented  land  and  carried  on  farm- 
ing. In  1850  he  settled  on  the  farm  upon  which 
his  widow  now  resides,  in  Village  Township,  which, 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  was  entirely  unim- 
proved, and  covered  with  forest  trees.  He  hung 
up  a log-chain  to  mark  the  place  for  his  cabin, 
which  he  afterward  erected  in  the  most  crude  way. 
He  then  went  to  work  to  clear  and  cultivate  his 
land,  which  required  years  of  labor  and  economy, 
but  his  toil  was  rewarded,  for  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  in  all  640  acres  of  land,  of  which 
200  acres  wei’e  under  cultivation.  He  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  entirelv  to  farmingr  and  stock 
raising,  and  became  a prominent  man  of  Jackson 
County.  During  the  war  he  was  a member  of  the 
Home  Guards,  but  saw  no  active  service.  After 
the  war  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  and  also 
served  as  coroner.  Mr.  Greenhaw  was  married 
March  5,  1844,  to  Lucinda  Pistole,  daughter  of 
David  Pistole,  a native  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated 
to  Middle  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  New  Madrid 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green- 
haw were  the  parents  of  nine  childi’en,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  viz.:  James  A.,  born  in  December, 

1847  (married  September  27,  1866,  to  Mattie  E. 
George);  Mary,  born  July  1,  1851  (no-w  the  wife 
of  Robert  A.  Spinks);  Susan,  born  October  6,  1852 
(wife  of  Rev.  E.  A.  Garrison,  of  Trinidad,  Col.); 
Isaac  N. , born  May  27,  1854,  and  John,  born  Janu- 
ary 15,  1860.  Those  deceased  were  Lucy  A.,  born 
December  18,  1844,  died  in  February,  1846;  IVill- 
iam  D.,  born  March  20,  1846,  died  June  9.  1859; 
Anthony,  born  April  25,  1849,  died  November  24, 
1877,  and  Nicholas,  born  August  31,  1855,  died  at 
Center  Point,  Tex.,  May  16,.  1884.  The  father- 
died  February  22,  1872,  and  his  widow-  is  still  liv- 
ing on  the  homestead.  The  Greenhaw  family  now- 
have  in  their  possession  800  acres  of  land,  of  which 
400  acres  are  under  cultivation.  The  land  is  all  in 
one  tract,  and  the  different  members  of  the  family 
all  have  their  homes  upon  it.  The  principal  prod- 
ucts are  corn  and  cotton,  and  some  attention  is 
paid  to  stock  raising.  They  are  enterprising  and 


successful  farmers,  and  an  honor  to  the  parent,  who 
w-as  one  of  Jackson  County's  jtioneers. 

Benjamin  F.  Grimes,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
now  residing  on  Section  6,  and  owning  land  on 
Sections  5,  6,  8 and  17,  is  a son  of  Lew-is  and 
Ruthy  B.  (Embry)  Grimes,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
Lewis  was  a son  of  James  and  Sallie  Bryan  (Boone) 

\ Grimes,  natives  of  Virginia,  Sallie  Grimes  being  a 
sister  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  Kentucky  pioneer.  The 
: subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Ky.,  March  24,  1836,  receiving  his  education 
I partly  in  the  private  schools  of  his  native  State; 
he  also  attended  the  State  Normal  School,  of  Col- 
umbia, S.  C. , and  finished  his  education  at  Bethany 
I College,  Virginia,  in  1854,  when  he  returned  home, 

. where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 

I O O C3  ^ 

i finding  a market  for  his  horses  and  mules  in  Sout'fi 
Carolina.  In  I860  he  purchased  122  acres  of  land 
in  Bourbon  and  Nicholas  Counties.  June  5,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Forty-eighth  Regiment 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Confederate  States  Army, 
serving  fourteen  months  as  a private,  w'hen  he  re- 
ceived a commission  from  the  secretary  of  war  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  to  raise  a regiment, 
which  was  mustered  into  service  in  November. 
1862,  and  was  ordered  to  McMinnville,  Tenn.,  un- 
i der  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  and  finally  entered  the 
: secret  service.  In  the  winter  of  1863  Col.  Grimes 
' was  captured,  taken  to  Lexington,  Ky. , and  thrown 
into  what  was  known  as  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan’s 
I nigger  prison;  he  was  kept  there  ten  days,  when 
I he  was  transferred  to  Kemper  Barracks,  Cincinnati, 
i w'here  he  was  kept  in  solitary  confinement  four 
months  and  twenty-three  days,  during  which  time 
he  was  court-martialed  and  sentenced  to  death  on 
; Johnson’s  Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  but  six  hours  be- 
fore the  time  for  the  execution  he  made  his  escape 
' by  bribing  the  guards  with  money  given  him  by  a 
lady  friend,  and  by  sliding  down  a lightning-rod. 
hand  over  hand,  t’nirty  feet.  He  took  the  train  for 
St.  Louis,  but,  fearing  danger,  stopped  off’  at  Law 
rence  Station,  111.  During  his  long  service.  Col. 
Grimes  participated  in  the  battles  of  Piketon. 

I Chancellorsville.  South  Mountain,  Autietam.  seven 
I days’  fight  before  Richmond,  Spottsylvania,  Hart- 
ersville.  Perry ville,  and  many  skirmishes,  too  num 
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erous  to  mention.  April  4,  1882,  Col.  Grimes 
married  Mrs.  Hebe  (Grayson)  Butler,  daughter  of 
Col.  William  P.  B.  Grayson,  of  Kentucky,  who 
was  a son  of  Robert  Harrison  Grayson.  Col. 
Grimes  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church,  his 
wife  being  a member  of  the  Episcopal,  having  been 
confirmed  with  her  father,  at  his  death-bed,  in 
1873,  by  Bishop  Cummings. 

John  Q.  Guynn,  who  resides  near  Newport,  in 
Jackson  County,  came  to  Arkansas  from  Christian 
County,  Ky.,  in  1801.  He  is  a son  of  Randolph 
and  Elizabeth  (Collins)  Guynn.  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  February  27,  1887,  and 
I is  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  Jacksonport.  John 
; Q.  Guynn  was  born  June  0,  1832,  and  lived  in 

I Kentucky  until  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  in  1801, 
j as  before  stated.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
! Counties  of  Trigg  and  Christian,  of  his  native  State. 
January  13,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Stenibaugh,  a native  of  Trigg  County,  Ky.  To 
1 them  were  born  two  children;  John  M.  (born 
March  8,  1858,  in  Trigg  County,  Ky. ) and  5Vill- 
iam  A.  (born  March  6,  1868.)  John  M.  Guynn 
i was  married  December  15,  1882,  to  Miss  Minnie 
! Pistole,  of  Jacksonport,  Jackson  County;  he  is 
j now  employed  in  the  freight  depot  of  the  St.  Louis 
j & Iron  Mountain  Railroad.  Mr.  Guynn  first  en- 
j gaged  in  farming,  on  rented  land,  and  has  ever  since 
I devoted  his  attention  to  the  prrrsuit  of  agriculture, 
j with  the  exception  of  two  years,  during  which  he 
served  in  the  Confederate  army.  His  first  pur- 
chase of  land  was  in  1862,  and  consisted  of  160 
: acres  in  Cache  Township.  Jackson  County,  which 

j was  cultivated  land.  In  1872  he  sold  out  and 
I bought  300  acres  in  Sections  24  and  25,  Jefferson 
' Township,  upon  which  were  some  small  improve- 
I ments.  He  now  has  about  160  acres  under  culti- 
vation, has  erected  four  good  tenant  houses  and 
two  dwellings,  one  of  the  dwelling-houses  being 
built  for  his  son  John  M. , and  the  other  by  him- 
j self.  Mr.  Guynn  is  now'  renting  his  farm,  which 
j is  situated  midway  between  Jacksonport  and  New- 
! port.  He  at  present  leases  a farm  about  one  mile 
j east  of  Newport,  where  he  has  lived  a year  and  a 
i half.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  our  subject 
I married  iMrs.  Eliza  (Holdby)  Pi.stole,  March  11, 


1878.  They  are  members  of  the  Shiloh  congrega- 
tion of  the  Christian  Church,  at  Deaz.  Mr.  Guynn 
is  also  a member  of  Jacksonport  Lodge  No.  191,  j 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  also  belongs  to  Jacksonport 
Chapter  No.  40,  R.  A.  M. 

Howell  Jesse  Hale,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
residing  on  Section  34,  in  Grubbs  Township,  Jack-  | 
j son  County,  came  to  Arkansas  when  about  four 
years  of  age  with  his  parents.  John  and  Jane 
(Tatnmi  Hale,  both  natives  of  Georgia.  John  Hale 
located  in  Independence  County  about  1853,  and  of 
the  four  children  born  to  himself  and  wife  but  two 
are  now  living,  our  subject  and  a sister,  who  mar- 
i ried  Mr.  T.  M.  Owens,  and  now  lives  in  Indian 
Territory,  near  Oklahoma.  Mr.  H.  J.  Hale  was 
liorn  January  30,  1854.  He  married  Miss  Nancy 
I C.  Sullens,  a native  of  Arkansas,  who  was  born 
’ and  married  on  the  place  now'  owned  by  Mr.  Hale. 
She  died  in  1880,  the  mother  of  two  children,  one 
of  whom,  Julia  A.,  died  in  1876;  the  other,  James, 

: was  born  in  1877.  In  1885  Mr.  Hale  married  Miss 
, Nora  Robinson,  of  Jackson  County.  To  the  latter 
union  have  been  born  two  children,  of  whom  Al- 
berta died  in  1887,  and  Clara,  born  June  4,  1888, 
still  survives.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
Mr.  Hale  came  into  possession  of  her  old  home- 
stead, which  she  inherited  from  her  father,  con- 
taining 355  acres,  to  which  Mr.  Hale  has  added 
460  acres.  He  now’  has  260  acres  under  cultivation 
and  has  erected  upon  the  place  seven  tenant  houses, 
as  w’ell  as  good  barns,  a cotton-gin,  and  saw’  and 
corn  mill.  In  clearing  his  laud  Mr.  Hale  uses 
I such  of  the  timber  as  will  make  a good  quality  of 
lumber  for  building  purposes,  for  which  he  finds  a 
ready  market  in  the  neighborhood  and  adjoining 
townships.  He  is  a member  of  Newport  Lodge 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  also  belongs  to  that  Christian 
Church  known  as  Robinson’s  Chapel. 

Isaac  W.  Hankins,  by  occupation  a farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  w’as  born  in  Georgia,  and  when  but 
three  years  of  age  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  par- 
ents, Elijah  and  Celia  (Brock)  Hankins,  both  na- 
tives of  Georgia.  The  parents  located  in  Craig- 
head County,  Ark.,  in  1856.  removing  to  Jackson 
County,  in  1864,  where  they  rented  the  IMcElrath 
farm  in  Grubbs  Township,  upon  which  they  lived 
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two  or  three  years,  and  afterward  moved  to  a place 
in  Village  Township,  known  as  the  Qualls  farm, 
where  both  died,  the  mother  surviving  her  husband 
only  three' years.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
nine  children,  whose  names  in  the  order  of  their 
birth  are  as  follows:  J.  W.,  born  in  1853;  Winnie, 
R. , born  in  1858;  Mintia  D.,  born  in  1879;  Melia, 
born  in  1881;  Noria  F.,  born  in  1880,  and  Strator 
W.,  born  in  1889.  Isaac  W.  Hankins,  the  only 
son,  received  the  most  of  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Village  Township.  Mr.  Han- 
kins married  Miss  Winnie  R.  Freeman,  a native  of 
Johnson  County,  Ark. , and  took  his  bride  to  a 
home  he  had  prepared  on  a small  farm  on  Section 
28,  Grubbs  Township.  Jackson  County,  where  they 
commenced  life,  living  there  about  five  years. 
Three  of  their  children  were  born  on  this  place. 
In  1882  Mr.  Hankins  rented  the  farm  upon  which 
he  now  lives,  on  Section  29,  which  he  purchased 
in  1885.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Hankins  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  but  four  are  living,  two  having  died 
in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Mintia  D.,  Melia  A., 
Nora  and  Strator.  The  parents  are  both  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  worshiping  with  the 
congregation  at  Robinson’s  Chapel.  Mr.  Hankins 
is  also  a member  of  the  Wheel,  an  organization  for 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  farmers. 

J.  A.  Harlan.  One  of  the  best  examples  of 
enterprise  to  be  seen  in  Jacksonport  is  the  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Harlan.  This  gentleman  was  born  in 
Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  on  January  1,  1851,  and 
is  a son  of  David  and  Sarah  (McMullen)  Harlan, 
of  North  Carolina,  who  emigrated  to  Tennessee 
shortly  after  their  marriage,  where  they  remained 
several  years,  and  from  there  to  Mississippi,  where 
the  father  died  in  1855.  After  his  death  the 
mother  returned  to  Tennessee,  where  she  is  still 
residing.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
of  whom  four  are  yet  living:  Cullen  M.,  Idotha 

(wife  of  Guy  Smith),  Bettie  (wife  of  Dr.  J. 
M.  Higlin)  and  John  A.  Tbe  mother  of  these 
children  was  three  times  married,  and  by  her 
second  husl)aud  had  one  daughter,  Jennie  Black. 
John  A.  was  reared  principally  in  Tennessee,  and 
received  his  education  in  that  State.  In  1809 
he  came  to  Jacksonport,  and  was  engaged  in 


farming  for  five  years.  He  afterward  embarked 
in  commercial  life,  and  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  that  city,  as  w'ell  as  one  of  the 
most  popular  men,  socially.  He  carries  a fine  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  and  has  earned  a rep- 
utation for  square  dealing,  the  best  goods  and 
lowest  prices,  that  has  enabled  him  to  build  up  a 
large  patronage  in  Jackson  County.  In  ISSO  Mr. 
Harlan  was  married  to  Miss  Lulu  Simpson,  by 
whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Cullen  D.,  Elden 
B.  and  Ethel  A.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and-  Legion  of  Honor,  as-  well  as  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  Besides  his  mercantile  inter- 
ests, he  owns  several  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  and  altogether  enjoys  a liberal  prosperity. 

B.  F.  Harris  was  the  third  in  the  family  of  five 
children  born  to  John  and  Jane  (Goodi-ich)  Harris, 
and  his  birth  occurred  in  Madison  County,  Tenn., 
in  1850.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Tennessee. 
John  Harris  was  a planter  by  occupation,  and  set- 
tled in  Glass  Township,  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in 
1860,  purchasing  400  acres  of  land,  which  he  partly 
improved,  and  which  was  his  home  until  his  death, 
in  December,  1872;  his  wife  died  in  1870.  Of  the 
children,  two  are  living  beside  our  subject:  J.  G. , 
who  resides  in  Jackson  County,  and  Elizabeth  E., 
now  Mrs.  Hill,  living  at  Swifton.  B.  F.  Harris  was 
reared  to  the  pursuit  of  farming,  receiving  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  schools  of  Jackson  County. 
He  aided  his  father  in  clearing  and  improving  the 
home  farm,  and  commenced  farming  for  himself 
on  the  same  tract.  Mr.  Harris  was  married  in 
Jackson  County,  in  1880,  to  Emma  J.  Moon,  a 
native  of  Calhoun  County,  Ark.,  and  their  three 
children  are  John  Leroy,  Thomas  Edwin,  and 
Tennessee.  After  his  marriage,  our  subject  set- 
tled where  he  now'  resides,  near  the  village  of 
Swifton,  where  he  owns  100  acres  of  good  farm 
land,  of  which  100  acres  are  under  cultivation. 
He  pays  considerable  attention  to  stock  raising, 
owning  some  valuable  stock.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Har- 
ris are  members  of  the  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  well  known  in  the  township,  where 
they  are  highly  esteemed.  Politically.  Mr.  Harris 
is  a Democr:it  in  his  political  preferences,  though 
he  takes  no  active  interest  in  politics. 
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Albert  Walter  Harris,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
of  Breckinridge  Township,  was  born  March  25,  ' 
1859,  in  Alabama.  His  parents  were  Fletcher  Har- 
ris (born  in  Alabama,  in  1838,  died  in  1877)  and  ' 
Sallie  A.  (Walls)  Harris,  of  Alabama  (bom  in  1836, 
and  died  Jamxary  29,  1889).  Our  subject  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  public  schools  of  J ackson  County, 
Ark.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  he  came  into 
possession  of  some  sixty  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  ' 
twenty-five  acres  of  which  were  cultivated.  He 
now  owns  220  acres  of  land,  forty  acres  cultivated. 
At  one  time,  in  company  with  his  brother,  James, 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  erecting  a 
building  on  the  homestead,  where  they  continued 
six  years,  moving  to  Tupelo  in  1885,  and  selling  out  j 
in  1888.  In  1883  Mr.  Harris  married  Miss  Martha 
Ellen  Rotenburg,  of  Alabama;  they  have  three 
children:  Laura  Jane  (bom  in  November,  1883), 
Maud  Ethel  (born  February  11,  1885)  and  Lena 
(bom  May  14,  1887.)  Mr.  Harris  is  a Democrat, 
public-spirited  and  progressive,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  things  educational,  social  and  religious. 

George  C.  Harrison,  planter  and  miller,  is  a 
native  of  Mississippi,  and  was  born  March  23, 
1834.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  and, 
both  dying  before  our  subject  was  one  year  old,  he 
was  raised  by  an  uncle — G.  C.  Harrison.  He 
lived  on  a farm,  never  attending  school,  and  the 
considerable  knowledge  he  has  was  gathered  since 
his  majority.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  life 
for  himself,  engaging  in  farming  as  an  overseer,  in 
Prairie  County,  Ark.,  where  he  remained  till  1857. 
He  has  been  three  times  married — in  1853  to  Miss 
Mary  Henderson,  of  St.  Francis  County,  Ark.  They 
had  one  child,  Arthur,  the  wife  dying  in  1857. 
In  1863  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Bray,  of  St.  Fran- 
cis County,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Fanny  Bray, 
the  father  a farmer  and  Baptist  minister.  By  this 
union  there  were  four  children:  Della  (died  at  fif- 
teen), Henry,  William,  and  George  (married  and 
living  in  Jackson).  Mrs.  Harrison  died  in  1882, 
and  in  1884  Mr.  Harrison  married  Mrs.  Sumette 
Mallory,  widow  of  James  Mallory,  who  had  two 
children,  Anna  and  Hannah  O.,  aged  fifteen  and 
twelve  years.  In  1872  Mr.  Harrison  came  to 
Centerville,  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  where  he  lived 


five  years,  and  in  1877  bought  ninety-one  acres  of 
new  land,  which  he  cleared,  later  adding  forty 
acres  to  it,  and  has  100  acres  of  cleared  laud.  He 
has  since  added  forty  acres  to  that,  making  171 
acres  in  that  farm  in  Union  Township.  In  1885 
he  gave  his  wife  a farm  of  eighty-five  acres,  sev- 
enty-five of  which  are  cleared,  lying  half  a mile 
northwest  of  Auvergne.  Together,  they  now  own 
570  acres,  350  of  which  are  now  under  cidtiva- 
tion.  In  1882  he  began  ginning  cotton  with  his 
own  machinery,  on  his  farm,  in  Union  Township, 
insured  his  customers  against  loss  by  fire,  and  in 
October,  1885,  the  gin,  together  with  eighteen  bales 
of  his  customers’  cotton  and  three  bales  of  his  own. 
were  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  being  a total  loss. 
In  1886  he  built  his  present  gin  and  the  grist-mill 
at  Auvergne.  This  gin  is  the  best  in  Jackson 
County,  having  a capacity  of  fifteen  bales.  He 
does  a general  ginning  business,  and  buys  his  ten- 
ants’ crops.  In  1861  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
Thirteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  was  made  lieuten- 
ant of  Company  B,  serving  one  year,  w'heu  he  was 
discharged.  He  re-enlisted  in  Capt.  Anderson's 
company.  Col.  Dobbins’  regiment,  where  he  served 
until  the  surrender,  in  1865.  He  was  never 
wounded,  but  in  the  battle  of  Belmont,  in  which  he 
w’as  engaged,  seven  bullets  were  sent  through  his 
clothing.  He  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid 
through  Missouri,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton.  He  was  also  at  the  battle  of  Pilot  Knob,  and 
the  last  skirmish  was  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. , in  the 
wunter  of  1864.  Mr.  Harrison  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  is  conservative;  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  A. 
L.  of  H.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  and  Presbyterian  Churches,  respectively. 
He  also  contributes  to  the  support  of  the  churches, 
schools,  and  all  other  enterprises  for  the  good  of 
the  county. 

J.  Y.  Harrison,  a prosperous  and  enterpri.-'ing 
fai’mer  of  Jefferson  Township,  was  born  in  Chris- 
tian County.  Ky.,  near  Hopkinsville,  on  the  22d  of 
April,  1847.  His  parents  were  Robert  and  Isabella 
(Means)  Harrison,  the  father  a native  of  Tennessee 
and  the  mother  from  Kentucky.  The  elder  Har- 
rison moved  to  Kentucky  in  his  youth,  and  was 


'u,  i ni  f.v.r.  -i/'ii 

’ ■’  *1  ! ,J.  i'w'7  7)i  ■//•  ,i 

■ ' -i.  ■ r,  L'  1 : (1  Ot.;l  .-'.i’ll  'aV  .‘'f'.’-'. 

' •'  'i.i'i  /■vio'.  -.-.ii/-  : ,it 

~ i-  Jl'-  L I.‘  'ij  h ;.-J  :1  , I ■’  ' I- 

■-i  ' •••  Oil.  I 1! 

■ ■■  '•■r.l-  .1  f-i  ^■•fji  it'/,!  V ■.■■■■p 

'•  I.'  ■ ' .■'I'i')  ■'  'I  1 . i',j.  'I'  I 1' ■ ’’I 'n' 

! .if;/-,. -••?<  il  >iii  :i  I ■-*>•••1.  •'"< 

‘■-ui  ur'  f vJ  ul'  iM;il 

V i -fi  .Ol'ir.?  .Irj.j  (K>  ,V^'  il'uJ.'Hli:  ■ 

ij,'  t'Ot!  , ,'M  ill.  I'ii-iiw/iJj;  -iil  i'-jiiMiii 

•:-J..il  ■■  I.ii’iiiv  't.-i?,''  . o‘r}0 

. .■■■•>•  ~.jii  hy?-.nr,'l  t’, : v.i  ‘i’'’-’.  •’<■!  •.Vs'iiS  "Ji,.  ‘ 

■ ' 'i  u U‘j'1  . .-liJ  •{;(  M-ia-vr 

I ■ ^ I-;-.  . VF*J  rin'  Uj'u,/  ...  ul 

i!-'  .''7  i If  I-;  .,.'p  /iifln  ■’ 1 fj; 

'■I''  t ,/tniioO 

i - i''  ."I  . -•  -.'-jii  'iii  'r;'iF>jT;>ii  (:  nn<ji 

■;/  l.'ii-ii'aa  It’l'.H  ii.l  .■rijn'r  i VIjI.i; 

turr.  A'  1';,  i ,./■  1 1 luiX 

i"!  ' •-■'  : Oi’(.  . '.I, ,«il  ^;ui>'.jMHi')'3ij  Jm; 

■ ■'  i -•■  ' ‘•p'l.J  . . 

I i ;&0  .ViiKci.n’f. . 

'1  ' - >'  ••ii,  .■‘•i'-'  .’1-v'oi' ''Ji/if.  , n'!  M-i/j. 

' •'ll.  .'I  i/.i/il.  'lu  ui  Ijr,,  ,j.-..!jUfiO'  ■ 

’■*'  - ■-''yr‘!i:.l  tio'/  i-'  .ii'',;ui/4n‘3  fcirw 

’ 'iiv?  • - ■ :-i  .^^niVilqiii 

.’.■■■  ' 'iiiJ  ..t»  -.WV-  ‘ 'i!J  .'.''.I.  I'ti7',.'j.'^  i 

■ i'  !-  : - 1"  .'I  I-’  ■ : ifi  Otifi  SJlv;-  mH  ,/r,jj 

' 7 ■:•  I j:  ‘ar//  -yd* 

*'•  ■ V- jo-n  i*;.kl  .’ilC  .UtSi  !•  J ^irihr 

I'ii  ' !.  . ;Vk  'I  ■ TVlJir/'LOJiOO'j  ?.i 

' ! • ■ ■'(!  K JOlJ  ' 'idt-K  ,70 ! .V.)  ; 

I Hi’ r:'  iui  -iJ  Lfl-:  .M  in  .il 

i.  .iiod '71171.0-  itiij'ioi'fi'- bin' 

’■  i‘-  ' fj  '•  ''-'lil  0?  f-olndbilK.''*  d>;I/>  oH 

•-  • U " ''.Ii  7‘»b7<]7'.  niO  ‘rai ‘n  !lO  to/  .FrfliOll';r 

. - . -XtoDOo  yU 

bm.  ijJO‘ioq--..>-iq  j?  .uofti’tJUiH  .1 
-'•iTuL*  7'  r!TO'.f'  u/i  :nigni"iT;  i{*;Th^..'ry.f':  • i 

I .!-  ' ' f ■>  , •'’.  , 

!■  jr.  ,t yj  ioii  ■j’l’vV.' luj  ii H ^ 

' '7'  r -I'i'  io  ^<rii  .n  'ii  lift  i h','' 

l,:ll  - ‘j  h .yjf'l'-  /iif.iiri'r'ii!  'i;  - f*  n.  . 

-M''  ('lU!  tiiji  ri  .y^J.ob<tu»ufl‘'^oi  ca  ao  .:  ' 


.-'■.-'.V  ,!‘)0  7-  li,>r,  ifWO-fai  ■i  iiliV.f  j'  .itfA 

li'iij;]/,  irn?d  *»<•''<  Ii;!i?-qwoi’  y;;f‘h4iii,'.'  nS  3o 
iji'i:  ‘•j  rvjr*7A?  -jjl  4»jo.'ri‘/'j!A  ai',»»C8i 

{.  ,iei[  oi  itoJi  ,i  ! • I -tiJ  •tiiiK'JcK.  id  ini'kU  aid. 

. }‘ I nuii  ) ' ,,-;n  •><  t-fti;  // 1 .A 

-t./l  'J|||J  .d.Vi^r  ,df.'  1 1 bus 

./jji'o*  '.(J,  j«^  (i/u,  - oj)  i.'i  bf'iBbo 

'.nil;  'iirr.toyj;  . - i.f  ’■.  yiii  yr.KfJ  JiA 

..'.'  nt  Ilk’  ‘i.'i ; u>  '-T.'.-s  ■ i r ' • O' j'i.’< 

O-H.  .!"< dii 'i;i,v  i!,:i,().  ly 

u:  • 'hn>  t/rioi.  ’I’y  ':','  . ..  i . - -,>ft  (ii*',  «owv>  wou 

.7»i''li'.  i.  .I’y^tOfn’  'i:(  tli:.:  f-.h'-.'ri-'-'.  „ i /.illij  9Q0  lA 

'1?  ; .ni  irii’.i  ,''i-ai(i,-!i(,  . ■ y,  . ■ di  ai  Oid 

' -i.i'i-- (ii'int  at' ’ at>  jirtibiJxrKf 
1,:o  lit  lii'-'  i>i'5iui'/6r0  iii; 

dcr,i'.ftuv..^7T,?i,n  ill  ai 

yy'nii  y'/iid  'M*vi . 3,  ilyIL3 

.1  Tidinivi.;?. -:ii  o'l  7 • s'*i»*4  .-uftiulixfo 

;;iWi'  1.  ifc'ddi  ,f  i -iTijin  . if>'T  HICkI)  f'uIlJSf  bufil£ 
if , _ o.b  ';i f;  iK <-7/^'  ? ,i  i ._bK  mod) 

ov_'"  i;n  ,%'/?»■.•  f»aa  liioiri’M-i-oilcfijKj 

.'-l'i''.'i,yil'''i  i.'ii.'jfjg  ,i.H'i;i«;'JiKtoIj-»  ii.|  lamDdai 

;;  id  .ijoiiitii  Jiafi  'i*ili,i,(q  ,iii:|cfnr H . ; '-fn-iooD 
Si  ' 111/-  mu<(  !o  ayMflu 

.rvi-  -.-'uiiaiMn  Yovi'i' .'I  crov.’  . iViaifiii  «iH'  »S8i 
•-<{  ’ ■?(  ’ upfV  ecio  i-.f'W  : '‘-in'r.-  liio  o.oVj'J  gai'(b  xDod 
'd"I  .nogi'i't,cH':p  .0  f * - tdYi, '(■  rd  Ii#>!to  >BW 
bi'.  .iiiqd'-.B  » ao  .rwjyjl 

(.'  P.i?v-  > '..J  .(i  ijr^LoJ .yoc^  yJdi$'’..af)iim6o 

yitlii»,  j'’U  mi  d>  ’.ni  'A  ■ 'idfYojaoa  wd 

,:i  .'fy'--. /•  .<■( j-jfi  f'«  iii  :;/.ii,.i57^iV7  ,ll9«,i35fd  “tol 

.(0''’'il  i.  ' 3if  . jiA  ^^bJudoO 

-b'U  n i .'li-  fi-’i.'.  .»ui  , '•  .1  ijowtf. aud.oH 

'yyiT  iii..'-  iufioi*  W'lhi;  i'<  ..id  Jo  ,uo««ho»lf  T(;ial£ 

.toPb  ;ji  y^fw  ,(.(j  (Lliuo  dUO  bad 

Jixn'i  ,iS  3o  ,v«in  fj-yhiiiut  ad  ('  ?Sl  nI 

■/.rdl  bn.i  d>  7‘»Id]arfflb  ,'?.tdrivD  flio' 

'Si’.blT  A'C  .v.iJtituiui  joi'.  i .p.  iVo Jt 

■-lit  .!  ■ i''dj.d  xifli'jKl  : UX'5  i;ia7;  /mjl  doioil 
<•'"1  b’.i’.  '.f.di; 'oji-j.iort' ,,f,uet',d  cV  <(iJno4 

n'.  :-T’'  ,;io«(7pft  ni  >ioiyir 

lie  i88t  ai  aim 

‘■,’Li  ('t?’/;  ' •'Iuk'i-  J'i  i’lobi'iy  .ipyoIIsM 

ru‘dtii  iiojti;  . ‘i4uiu.^-l  f»na,  iiaoA  .fto'iblido 

(t/touiM  O’’  oI 

b.w.'l  xi-m-id  V ..iioA  AoaiIoisI>..3I,ljTj>lij;^ 


; I,, 


80G 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


afterward  married  in  that  State,  taking  his  bride  j 
to  Arkansas  in  1850,  and  locating  in  Jackson 
County,  near  Jacksonport.  He  entered  a tract  of  : 
land  in  Bird  Township,  where  he  commenced  cul-  ' 
tivating  the  soil,  and  remained  until  his  death  in 
1874.  The  mother  yet  survives  him  as  well  as 
five  children:  Margaret,  wife  of  A.  D.  Anderson; 
James,  Robert,  Frank  and  Mary,  the  latter  mar- 
ried to  C.  B.  Coe.  J.  Y’^.  Harrison,  one  of  the 
sons,  came  to  Arkansas  when  only  three  years  of 
age,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  this  State,  receiving 
in  the  meantime  the  best  education  afforded  by 
the  schools  of  that  period.  He  left  his  parents 
when  eighteen  years  old,  in  1SG7,  with  85  cents 
in  money.  He  has  always  made  farming  his  voca- 
tion, and  after  his  marriage  located  on  a tract  of 
land  in  Bird  Township,  where  he  resided  and  cul- 
tivated the  soil  until  18G3,  when  he  removed  to 
his  present  residence  and  rented  land  up  to  1881, 
and  then  buying  IGO  acres.  He  now  owns  740 
acres  of  some  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  that 
section,  and  has  320  acres  under  cultivation,  180 
acres  of  which  were  cleared  and  improved  by  him-  ^ 
self  alone.  The  principal  crop  is  corn  and  cotton, 
and  of  the  former  this  year  he  has  had  300  acres, 
and  200  acres  of  the  latter.  Besides  his  farm  Mr. 
Harrison  deals  extensively  in  stock,  having 
splendid  facilities  for  that  business,  and  raises 
some  of  the  finest  horses,  cattle  and  mules  in  that 
section.  He  also  owns  a cotton-gin,  grist  and 
saw  mill,  and  raises  some  gi-ass  for  the  market.  In 
1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Hunter,  by 
whom  he  has  had  eight  children:  Emma,  Ida, 
Minnie,  Norah  and  Pinkey  (both  deceased),  Ber- 
tha, Spriggs  and  Cleveland.  In  politics  Mr.  Har- 
rison is  a Democrat,  and  a valuable  man  to  his 
party,  as  well  as  a popular  citizen  of  his  county. 

Robert  H.  Harvey,  planter  and  stock  raiser,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1830,  the  third  in  a 
family  of  nine  children  of  William  and  Josephine 
(Harrington)  Harvey,  of  North  Carolina.  Will- 
iam came  to  Jackson  County,  in  1850,  settling  in 
Bird  Township,  where  he  maile  his  permanent 
home,  dying  in  1885  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  His 
wife  died  some  years  ago.  Of  the  family  there 
are  living  Emma  (now  Mrs.  Poe),  Robert,  Simeon 


(of  Oregon),  Benjamin  (of  Oregon),  and  W.  R.,  ! 

who  has  a large  farm  in  the  upper  part  of  Jack-  ! 
son  County.  Our  subject  w'as  raised  on  the  farm, 
received  his  education  in  the  subscription  schools 
of  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Jackson  County  at 
the  age  of  tw^enty  and  engaged  in  overseering  on 
plantations  for  nine  years.  In  1859  he  married  i 

Mary  B.  Palmer,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Louisa  | 

( Means  ) Palmer,  of  Kentucky  ( both  deceased  ),  | 

who  came  to  Jackson  County  in  1850.  After  his  [ 

marriage  he  entered  forty  acres  of  land  where  he  j 
now  resides,  on  which  he  planted  an  orchard,  and 
otherwise  improved  and  added  to  it,  until  now  | 
he  has  400  acres,  with  about  200  under  cultiva-  i 
tion,  raising  cotton  and  corn,  and  grade  stock.  i 
Mr.  Harvey  is  a Democrat,  has  been  road  overseer,  j 
and  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  school  work,  i 
and  aids  liberally  in  public  enterprises.  In  18G9 
Mrs.  Harvey  died,  leaving  three  children : Herbert  I 
(killed  at  Tuckerman,  in  1879),  Samuel  and  Mag-  j 
gie  B.  (now  Mrs.  Shoat,  residing  in  Texas).  In  [ 
February,  1878.  Mr.  Harvey  married  Josephine  j 
Thomas,  of  Tennessee,  daughter  of  Columbus  and 
Elizabeth  ( Long)  Thomas,  of  South  Carolina, 
early  settlers  of  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Harvey  has  had 
two  children,  both  deceased.  On  his  farm  Mr. 
Harv’ey  has  a cotton-gin  and  grist-mill,  and  does 
a general  business  for  people  in  the  vicinity. 

William  R.  Harvey,  a planter  and  stock  raiser, 
of  Glass  Towmship.  Jackson  County,  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  that  county.  He  was  born  in 
Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  in  1843,  and  was  the 
tenth  in  a family  of  thirteen  children  born  to  Will- 
iam M.  and  Josephine  (Blunt)  Harvey,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  William  M.  Harvey  settled  in 
Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  in  an  early  day;  he 
owned  and  operated  there  a large  plantation  until 
1849,  when  he  emigrated  to  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
entering  land  in  Bird  Township.  He  cut  a road  to 
his  claim,  upon  w’hich  he  erected  a small  log  cabin 
and  commenced  clearing  and  improving  his  land; 
this  was  his  home  until  1872,  in  which  year  ho 
went  to  Oregon,  remaining  in  that  Stale  until 
187G,  when  he  returned  to  Jackson  County,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc- 
currincr  in  August,  18SG.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
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ject  died  in  ISGO.  William  R.  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  received  the  limited  advantages  of  the 
subscription  schools,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
meantime  in  clearing  the  farm.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  Capt.  Hooker’s  com- 
pany, for  two  years,  and  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Yan- 
Dorn’s  bodyguard,  being  afterward  transferred  to 
John  McRay’s  brigade.  Col.  Young's  regiment;  he 
was  in  the  battles  uf  Prairie  Grove,  Rockfence,  Pilot 
Knob,  Jefferson  City,  and  was  with  Gen.  Price  on 
his  raid  through  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  to  Fay- 
etteville. At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Harvey  re- 
turned to  Jackson  County  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing,  purchasing  a tract  of  280  acres  in  Bird  Town- 
ship, which  was  partly  improved;  in  1880  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Glass  Township,  where  he 
first  bought  440  acres,  upon  which  was  considera- 
ble improvement,  and  to  ■which  he  has  since  added 
until  he  now  owns  in  all  700  acres,  with  over  220 
acres  under  cultivation,  one  of  the  finest  stock 
farms  in  the  township,  as  it  is  well  watered.  Mr. 
Harvey  devotes  a good  deal  of  attention  to  stock 
raising,  owning  about  sixty  head  of  cattle,  forty 
horses,  and  a large  drove  of  hogs.  He  annually 
raises  about  100  acres  of  cotton.  Mr.  Harvey  was 
married,  in  Bird  Towmship,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Eliza 
Bettisworth,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and 
is  a daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Anderson) 
Bettisworth,  natives  of  Kentucky,  who  removed  to 
Independence  County,  Ark. . in  1850.  Mr.  Bettis- 
worth, who  was  a saddler  by  trade,  died  in  1855; 
his  widow,  who  removed  to  Pocahontas,  Randolph 
County,  inl861,_died  in  1880.  Fivechiklren  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey,  viz;  Joseph, 
William,  Sydney,  Arthur,  and  Ross  (who  died  in 
1877,  at  the  age  of  four  years).  Mr.  Harvey  is  an 
active  politician,  working  and  voting  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  and  fully 
alive  and  interested  in  the  advancement  and  de- 
velopment of  the  county. 

Dr.  \V.  H.  Heard.  One  of  the  earliest  physi- 
cians to  settle  in  Jackson  County  was  Dr.  Heard, 
who  was  born  in  Chicot  County,  on  June  13,  1840. 
He  is  a son  of  John  and  Harriet  N.  (Hardy)  Heard, 
of  Georgia  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  ma- 
ternal frrandfather  was  a colonel  in  the  War  of  1812. 


who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  and  died  in 
Jackson  County.  Dr.  Heard’s  father,  John  Heard, 
was  an  extensive  planter  in  Drew  County,  where 
he  died  during  the  war,  the  mother  dying  some 
time  previous.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren. two  of  whom  are  still  living:  Dr.  William 
H.  and  Emma  (wife  of  Samuel  Holloway).  The 
Doctor  was  reared  on  the  plantation  in  Arkansas, 
and  was  comparatively  young  when  his  parents 
died.  He  was  attending  school  at  the  Georgetown 
College,  in  Kentucky,  when  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion began,  but  when  the  news  came  into  the 
school-room  his  youthful  ardor  was  fired  with  the 
ambition  to  become  a soldier,  anel  he  exchan.cred 
the  books  and  orders  of  his  spectacled  professor  to 
shoulder  the  musket  and  listen  to  the  drum-beat 
and  cannon.  He  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the 
First  Arkansas  regiment,  and  served  through  the 
entire  war,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Farming 
ton,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  Perryville,  cam- 
paigning through  Georgia  and  in  the  retreat  at 
Franklin,  where  he  was  captured  and  taken  pris- 
oner to  Camp  Douglas.  He  was  here  confined  for 
six  months,  and  then  taken  to  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans and  exchanged,  and  at  Natchez  received  his 
parole.  During  his  many  battles  he  received  a 
number  of  wounds,  but  happily  recovered  from  all 
of  them,  and  lives  to-day  to  recount  to  his  children 
the  scenes  of  his  strugrcrle  for  the  lost  cause.  After 
the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  Jackson  County, 
and  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in  1869 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Louisville,  and 
immediately  commenced  practicing.  After  an  ar- 
duous practice  of  seven  years  he  went  to  New 
York  City  in  the  fail  of  1876,  attended  lectures 
at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  and  received 
an  ad  eundem  diploma  from  that  institution  in  the 
spring  of  1877.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  man 
in  the  profession  has  exceeded  his  reputation  as  a 
skillful  physician  and  surgeon,  and,  as  a conse- 
quence, his  practice  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Jack- 
son  County.  Dr.  Heard  was  chosen  as  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon  of  the  United  States  ^laritie  Hospi 
tal,  and  has  held  that  position  since  1882.  He  is 
a member  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  has 
served  on  the  board  of  examiners  for  some  time. 
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and  in  1878  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  and 
served  one  term.  In  1879  the  Doctor  was  married 
to  Miss  Mattie  Foushee,  bv  whom  he  has  had  two 

i • I 

children:  Kate  F.  and  Walter  L.  He  is  a Royal  ' 
Arch  Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  also  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Knights  of  I 
Honor.  Politically,  the  Doctor  is  a Democrat,  and 
one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  that  party.  He 
attends  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  also  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Newport  Bank. 

Capt.  James  T.  Henderson,  a prominent  and 
influential  man  of  Jackson  County,  and  the  father 
of  Auvergne,  the  town  where  he  resides,  is  a na- 
tive of  Giles  County,  Tenn. , and  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1835.  His  parents  were  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  Nancy  C.  (Blackwood)  Henderson, 
natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  Irish  and  En- 
glish ancestry.  The  parents  were  married  in  North- 
ern Alabama,  and  in  1834  moved  to  Giles  County, 
Tenn.,  locating  upon  a large  plantation,  where 
they  reared  their  family  of  four  children.  B. 
Franklin  Henderson  was  an  active  and  influential 
Democrat,  and  the  family  were  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  James  T.  was  ' 
the  eldest  of  the  children;  the  others  are  Eliza  J., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  L.  Davis,  in  April, 
1857 ; Emma,  wife  of  R.  M.  Laird,  a merchant 
and  farmer  of  Auvergne;  and  John  C. , a farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  also  of  Auvergne.  Benjamin 
Franklin  Henderson  died  in  the  early  part  of  1S49, 
which  sad  event  made  it  necessary  for  James  T., 

who  was  then  attending^  college  in  Tennessee,  to 

. i 

return  home  and  assist  his  mother  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  father’s  estate;  the  mother  died  in 
1856,  leaving  him  sole  manager  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  He  was  made  joint  administrator, 
and  Henry  Henderson,  a colored  slave,  was  ap- 
pointed foreman  under  our  subject’s  direction.  In 
1857  Mr.  Hender.son  was  employed  by  John  T. 
Shapard,  of  Elkton,  as  a cotton  buyer, in  which  he’ 
was  successful,  and  was  subsequently  engaged  in 
the  store  of  John  T.  Shapard  under  permanent 
contract  at  $100  per  month;  at  the  end  of  six 
months  he  bought  a one-half  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  the  firm  became  Shapard  &,  Henderson, 
of  Elkton,  Tenn.,  carrying  on  an  extensive  Imsi-  | 


ness  until  1860;  in  the  latter  year  our  subject  sold  I 
out  and  removed  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  first 
locating  on  Bowen's  Ridge,  where  he  lived  two  I 
years.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  raised  Com-  i 
pany  H,  Thirty-second  Arkansas  Regiment,  of 
which  he  was  elected  captain,  and  after  serving  in 
that  capacity  a short  time,  he  was  selected  to  fill 
a position  in  the  secret  service  under  Gens.  Hind- 
man, Shelby  and  Price,  and  Kirby  Smith.  He 
was  quite  successful  in  the  work  of  securing  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  and  escaped  capture,  receiving  | 
honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
then  returned  to  Arkansas,  and  bought  a large 
farm  near  Newport,  but  was  employed  as  mercan- 
tile salesman  in  the  store  of  J.  IV.  Stayton  & Co., 
of  Jacksonport,  for  three  years,  afterward,  for 
about  the  same  length  of  time,  in  the  same  capac- 
ity with  A.  Hirsch  & Son.  In  1873  he  bought  ; 

755  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  settled,  and  the  | 
first  year  cleared  400  acres;  of  this  tract  he  has  | 
sold  a considerable  portion,  now  owning  480  acres.  ' 
of  which  410  acres  are  under  cultivation.  He  has  i 
erected  good  houses,  barns,  etc.,  and  made  other 
improvements.  When  Mr.  Henderson  first  located  | 
his  present  home,  there  was  no  open  laud  be- 
tween his  place  and  Newport,  but  his  enterprise 
and  perseverance  have  opened  a large  area;  he  has 
a beautiful  home  among  the  trees,  one- half  mile 
west  of  Auvergne,  and  upon  his  place  is  growing 
a young  peach  orchard  of  1,000  trees,  of  more  than  ; 
a dozen  varieties;  he  also  has  other  orchards  con-  ‘ 
taining  nearly  all  kinds  of  pears,  apples,  plums 
and  cherries.  All  of  the  twenty-five  slaves  whom 
Mr.  Henderson  owned  and  brought  with  him  to  ] 
Arkansas  before  the  war  are  still  living,  and  have 
farms  of  their  own,  leading  independent  lives.  i 
Capt.  Henderson  owns  ten  places,  comprising  in  all 
1,220  acres,  besides  four  residences  in  Newport, 
and  the  towns  of  Tucker  man  and  Swifton.  He  i 
located  the  town  of  Auvergne,  and  built  the  first 
house  there  in  1886;  he  also  built  and  furnished 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  which  he 
presented  to  the  town.  With  six  others  beside-^ 
Capt.  Hemlerson  a board  of  directors  was  formed, 
who  built  and  established  Auvergne  Academy,  ami 
in  many  other  ways  has  our  subject  taken  a leatl- 
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JACKSON  COUNTY. 


ing  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  town.  In  ISSShe 
was  appointed  by  the  State  Immigration  Society 
to  organize  a Jackson  County  society,  to  which  he 
was  successful,  holding  the  position  of  \'ice-presi- 
dent  of  his  township  and  director  of  the  county 
board.  Capt.  Henderson  has  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  thoroughbred  cattle, 
and  has  some  of  the  finest  stock  in  the  State.  In 
1858  the  Captain  married  Miss  Amanda  M.  Laird, 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Margaret  (Malone)  Laird, 
natives  of  Virginia.  Capt.  Henderson  is  a mem- 
ber of  Newport  Lodge  No.  191,  A.  F.  & A.  M. ; 
he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a member  of  the  K.  of  H. . 
and  A.  L.  of  H. , and  of  the  Wheel.  He  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  politics  of  his  county  and  State 
as  a Democrat,  having  been  elected  in  1874  to  rep- 
resent the  Twenty-ninth  District  in  the  senate, 
where  he  served  until  1878.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Hen- 
derson are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Henry  Henderson  is  a prominent  colored  resi- 
dent of  Northeast  Arkansas,  and  one  whose  name 
is  rightly  entitled  to  appear  on  the  pages  of  Ar- 
kansas history.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
Ala.,  in  1821,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Amy 
Walker,  who  were  the  property  of  Samuel  Walker, 
a noted  Alabama  legislator  and  slave  owner. 
When  Henry  was  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
Samuel  Walker  died,  and  he  became  the  property 
of  his  heir,  Milton  Walker,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  his  twenty-eighth  year,  when  he  was 
then  traded  to  a man  named  Franklin  Henderson, 
in  exchange  for  a man  of  the  same  weight,  the 
trade  being  made  in  order  to  allow  the  family  to 
remain  together.  In  1844  he  was  united  in  mar 
riage  to  Malindia  Halloway,  a comely  young  slave, 
who  was  the  property  of  Loiris  Halloway,  and  to 
this  couple  were  born  the  following  children : Mary, 
Chatman,  Matildia,  Ann,  Ellen,  Sam,  Bryson,  and 
a child  who  died  in  infancy.  Mary  is  now  the 
mother  of  a family,  and  resides  in  Tennessee,  as 
does  also  Ann,  who  has  a family  of  her  own. 
Chatman  is  the  father  of  a family,  and  owns  a 
farm  adjoining  his  father,  as  does  also  Sam.  who 
owns  his  own  land.  Matildia  is  married,  and  has 
a large  family,  and  lives  in  Washington  County, 


Miss.  Ellen  has  a family  also,  and  lives  near  her 
father,  while  Bryson,  who  is  a well  educated  and 
very  intellectual  man,  teaches  school  at  Weldon. 

In  the  year  1800  Mr.  Henderson  came  to  Bowen's 
Ridge,  Ark.,  with  his  owners,  the  Henderson  fam- 
ily, and  assisted  in  farming  and  improving  the 
land.  During  the  war  he  was  taken  to  the  armv 
as  cook,  and  at  the  close  of  that  period  he  was 
paroled  at  a point  near  St.  Louis.  After  an  ab- 
sence of  four  years  he  returned  to  his  family,  and 
later  on  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Auvergne,  Ark. . 
where  he  conducted  the  farm  work  of  his  old  mas- 
ters, the  Hendersons.  He  remained  with  them  two 
years,  and  then  took  a lease  on  forty  acres  of  land, 
where  Auvergne  now  stands.  At  the  end  of  live 
years  he  purchased  forty  acres,  and  shortly  after- 
ward added  fifteen  more,  and  then  tifty-tive  acres 
still  later.  Since  then  he  has  become  more  pros-  ^ 
perous  from  year  to  year,  and  has  donated  consid- 
erable land  to  his  children.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  colored  race  in  that  section, 
and  the  oldest  of  the  Hendersons'  former  slaves. 

L.  Hirsch,  real  estate  dealer  and  insurance 
agent,  at  Newport,  Ark.  The  principal  necessity 
to  the  success  of  the  real  estate  business,  the  safest  j 
and  surest  form  of  investment,  is  to  have  reliable 
agents,  who  are  thoroughly  posted  on  their  city 
and  locality,  and  the  town  of  Newport  has  found 
such  a man  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Hirsch,  who  is 
one  of  the  largest  land-holders  in  the  county,  being 
the  owmer  of  about  2,000  acres  of  real  estate,  and 
fifteen  valuable  lots  in  the  town  of  Newport.  In 
connection  with  this  work  he  is  engaged  in  the 

c?  O 

insurance  business,  and  represents  the  following 
companies;  The  Hartford,  Fhcenix,  Orient.  .Eti\a. 
of  Hartford,  Conn.  ; the  Springfield,  of  Spring- 
field,  IMass. : the  Phoenix,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.  : the 
Anglo-Nevada,  Union.  Commercial  and  California, 
of  the  State  of  California;  the  Lancashire  and  North 
British  and  Mercantile,  of  England;  the  New  Or- 
leans Insurance  Association,  Crescent.  Southern. 
Hibernia,  Sun  Mutual,  and  IMechanics  and  Trad- 
ers, of  New  Orleans.  La. ; the  Fire  Association,  of 
Philadelphia;  the  Arkansas  Fire,  of  Little  Rock. 
Ark.;  the  East  Texas,  of  Tyler,  Tex.;  the  IMutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  and  the 
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Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  (Accident),  also  of 
that  city.  Mr.  Hirsch  was  born  in  Batesville, 
Ark.,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1855,  and  is  a son  of 
Aaron  and  Amelia  ( Blochman)  Hirsch,  the  former 
a native  of  France,  and  the  latter  of  Heidelburg, 
Germany.  While  Aaron  Hirsch  was  still  a single 
man,  he  took  passage  on  board  a vessel  bound  for 
the  United  States,  and,  after  reaching  this  country, 
gradually  drifted  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  where 
he  was  afterward  married.  In  1853  he  removed 
to  Arkansas,  locating  near  Batesville,  where  he 
opened  a mercantile  establishment,  and  conducted 
business  here  and  in  Jacksonport  for  many  years. 
L.  Hirsch,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  made  his 
home  in  Batesville  until  18G2,  then  removed  with 
his  parents  to  New  Orleans,  making  that  city  his 
home  until  1870.  Four  years  later  he  --eturnedto 
Newport  and  established  a mercantile  store,  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  Hirsch  & Son,  but  in  1878 
this  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  the  firm  name 
became  L.  Hirsch  & Co.,  and  remained  such  until 
1880.  At  this  date  Mr.  Hirsch  sold  out  to  Wolf 
& Goldman,  and  embarked  in  his  present  business, 
and  up  to  1885  was  associated  with  H.  L.  Remmel, 
but  in  that  year  he  purchased  Mr.  Remmel’ s inter- 
est, and  continued  alone  until  January,  1889, 
when  he  gave  an  interest  to  his  younger  brother, 
Ralph,  and  the  firm  is  now  Hirsch  & Bro.  He  is 
also  treasurer  of  the  Newport  Water  & Irrigating 
Company,  and  has  full  control  of  the  plumbing 
department.  He  is  secretary  of  the  White  River 
Telephone  Company;  is  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  White  River  Ice  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
is  a director  of  the  Newport  Compress  & Storage 
Company,  now  being  organized.  He  is  a member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longs to  the  K.  of  P. , and  is  treasurer  of  the  lat- 
ter organization.  He  has  also  held  the  offices  of 
city  treasurer  and  recorder,  and  has  been  deputy 
sheriff  and  deputy  clerk.  He  is  one  of  the  alJest 
young  business  men  in  Jackson  County,  and  in  all 
entei prises  of  a worthy  character  he  has  been  the 
first  to  identify  himself,  and  take  an  interest  in 
their  successful  establishment.  Miss  Nettie  Staf- 
ford, a native  of  Virginia,  became  his  wife  in 
September,  1884,  and  their  union  was  blessed 


in  the  birth  of  two  children:  Irving  S.  and^ 

Eugene  A. 

J.  B.  Hirsch  is  a dealer  in  hardware,  groceries 
and  plantation  supplies,  at  Newport,  Ark.,  and  is 
conducting  a successful  business.  He  was  born  in 
Batesville,  Ark.,  November  25,  ISGl,  but  received 
his  education  in  the  cities  of  New  Orleans  and  St. 
Louis,  and  from  his  earliest  youth  he  has  been 
familiar  with  the  details  of  mercantile  life.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  came  with  his  father,. 
A.  Hirsch,  to  Newport,  and  began  clerking  in  the 
latter’s  mercantile-  establishment,  continuing  thus 
employed  until  1881,  when  they  formed  a business 
partnership  and  continued  under  the  firm  name  of 
A.  Hirsch  & Son,  until  January,  1889.  At  this 
date  J.  B.  Hirsch  purchased  his  father's  interest 
in  the  business,  and  began  life  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, and  by  hone.sty  and  fair  dealing  is  doing  an 
exceptionally  prosperous  business.  His  stock  of 
goods  is  w'ell  selected,  and  in  point  of  size  is  of 
fair  proportions.  For  two  years  he  was  associated 
with  Wolf,  Goldman  & Co.,  but  thinking  he  could 
do  better  alone,  this  partnership  wuis  discontinued, 
and  the  result  has  proved  that  his  judgment  was 
sound.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising 
young  man  of  business,  and  his  future  prospects 
are  bright.  He  is  a Mason  and  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Dora  Pollock, 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was  consummated  in  Sep- 
tember, 1888. 

Stephen  G.  T.  Hite  resides  on  Section  23, 
Cache  Township,  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  is  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  by  occupation.  He  is  a 
son  of  Spencer  and  Martha  J.  (Wilkins)  Hite,  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  where  they  w'ere  married  and 
reared  a family  of  twelve  children;  one  child  died 
in  infancy,  and  another  at  the  age  of  six  years, 
making  in  all  fourteen.  The  parents  still  live  on  the 
place  upon  wffiich  they  settled  immediately  after 
their  marriage,  Mrs.  Hite  receiving  the  land  by 
deed  from  her  father  December  25,  18G9.  Stephen 
G.  T.  Hite  married  Miss  Sarah  White,  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  a schoolmate.  To  them  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  David  Russell,  born 

October  13,  1870;  Albertana.  born  September  5, 
1872;  Ella  James,  born  November  G,  1874;  Eunice, 
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born  ; Amos  Andrew,  born  in  July, 

1881;  Charles,  born  January  20,  1SS4,  and 

Stephen,  born  July  17,  1887;  two  died  in  infancy. 
The  two  elder  children  were  born  in  Virginia,  and 
the  rest  in  Arkansas.  When  Mr.  Hite  hrst  went 
to  Arkansas  he  located  in  the  neighborhood  in 
which  he  now  lives,  purchasing  in  December, 
1875,  his  present  farm,  of  which  about  forty  acres 
were  under  cultivation,  and  upon  which  the  only 
buildings  were  two  small  log  cabins.  He  now  has 
fifty-two  acres  under  cultivation,  and  has  erected 
a good  two-story  frame  dwelling.  He  has  also 
built  a cotton-gin,  saw  and  grist-mill,  good  barns, 
and  has  a well- improved  place,  contemplating 
still  greater  improvements,  which  will  beautify  his 
home,  as  he  believes  the  more  attrcuctive  the  home 
the  better  will  be  the  morals  of  his  children.  He 
aims  to  give  his  children  six  months  schooling 
each  year,  as  he  thinks  a good  education  is  better 
than  a legacy.  Mr.  Hite  served  nearly  three  years 
in  the  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  j 
Confederate  States  Army,  and  in  May,  lSO-1,  was 
wounded  by  a musket  ball  carrying  away  the 
fourth  toe  of  his  left  foot.  He  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Richmond,  belonging  to  the  command  of 
Gen.  Lee  at  the  time  of  his  surrender  to  Gen. 
Grant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hite  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  them. 

W.  G.  Hogan,  planter,  of  Bird  Township,  is  a 
son  of  Granville  and  Mary  Jane  (Taylor)  Hogan,  of 
Tennessee.  The  father,  a farmer,  went  to  Texas  in 
1853,  where  our  subject  was  born  March  8,  of 
the  same  year.  Soon  after  arriving  the  father 
died;  the  mother  remained  some  eight  years,  and 
finally  settled  in  Bird  Township,  this  county, 
where  she  still  resides,  with  her  son,  W.  G.  Mr. 
Hogan  was  raised  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Cross  County,  this  State. 
In  1877  he  came  to  Jackson  County,  settling  in 
Bird  Township,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  a 
Democrat;  is  active  in  politics,  and  has  held  the 
offices  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable,  and  is 
a member  of  the  school  board,  Tuckerman  District. 
He  is  a member  of  Kirkpatrick  Lodge  No.  U)2,  at 
Tuckerman,  holding  the  office  of  steward;  he  is 


also  a member  of  the  Triple  Alliance.  In  1877 
I our  subject  married  Maggie  Smith,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  whose  parents.  Boss  and  Martha 
(Woodard)  Smith,  came  to  Jackson  County  in  1874. 

The  mother  is  still  living.  They  have  had  four  ■ 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Lafay  Ella,  j 
Charles  Henrv  and  Daniel  Green.  Mrs.  Hooan 

O 

is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  has  a brother,  M.  M.  Smith,  who  is  presiding 
elder  of  White  River  conference,  located  at  Jones- 
boro. Mr.  Hogan  is  actively  interested  in  the 
schools,  and'  in  all  enterprises  for  the  advancement 
of  the  county. 

James  W.  Howard,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of 
Jackson  County,  lives  six  and  a half  miles  east  of 
Newport,  on  the  Memphis  road.  His  parents  were 
Philip  and  Hester  D.  ( Bidwell)  Howard,  of  Ohio  and 
Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father  lived  and 
married  in  xlrkansas,  but  returned  to  Ohio,  wdiere 
James  W.  was  born,  the  eldest  of  six  children,  two 
now  living:  Sarah  Jane  and  James  W.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
to  Arkansas  with  his  parents;  he  had  then  received 
the  greater  part  of  his  education,  but  attended 
common  school  only  eleven  days  in  Arkansas.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  was 
living  in  Village  Township,  Jackson  County,  but 
enlisted  in  the  Southern  army  in  Company  A. 
Eighth  Regiment  of  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry, 
served  about  three  and  a half  years,  and  at  the 
i close  of  the  war  returned  home,  since  which  time 
he  has  given  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock 
raising,  purchasing,  in  1873,  120  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  has  added  by  purchase  eighty  acres,  and 
upon  which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  At  that  i 
time,  realizing  the  necessity  of  an  education,  he  i 
applied  himself  diligently  to  study,  acquiring  sulfi- 
cient  knowledge  to  carry  on  his  business.  Mr. 
Howard  married  IMiss  Margaret  Lamkins,  a native 
of  Arkansas,  who  lived  ten  years,  and  in  1877  he 
married  IMiss  Margaret  Ballew,  of  Arkansas,  daugh- 
ter  of  Robert  J.  and  Mary  (Pucket)  Ballew.  natives 
of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Howard  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  has  always 
been  a friend  to  progress — educational,  religious 
ar>d  social,  liberally  supporting  the  church. 
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Capt.  George  W.  Hurley  (retired),  Newport. 
Ark.  The  career  of  the  above  mentioued  gentle- 
man affords  a striking  example  of  encouragement 
for  the  youth  of  the  prestmt  day  who  have  not  very 
favorable  circumstances  surrounding  them,  and  yet 
who  are  de.sirous  of  attaining  to  positions  of  trust 
and  esteem  in  the  communities  where  they  may 
hereafter  reside.  Left  an  orphan  at  an  early  day, 
Mr.  Hurley  attained  his  growth  without  the  influ- 
ence and  tender  care  of  parents,  and  for  this  rea- 
son, if  for  no  other,  he  deserves  great  credit  for 
his  success  in  life,  not  only  in  material  affairs,  but 
as  a man.  His  birth  occurred  in  Frederick  Coun- 
ty, Md.,  on  the  1st  of  May,  182b,  and  he  is  the 
son  of  Morris  and  Catherine  Hurley,  both  natives 
of  County  Clare,  Ireland.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  country,  and  in  about  1829 
emigrated  to  America,  where  the  father,  who  was 
a civil  engineer  and  contractor,  worked  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  He  was  a large  con- 
tractor on  the  canal,  and  had  his  headquarters  at 
the  Point  of  Rocks.  They  were  the  parents  of 
these  children:  John,  Catherine,  Charles  and 

George  W.,  the  first  three  of  whom  died  in  the 
year  1833,  as  did  also  the  parents,  leaving  George 
W.  Hurley,  only  four  years  of  age,  alone  and 
among  comparative  strangers.  He  was  taken  by  a 
family  who  thought  considerable  of  him.  received 
as  good  an  education  as  they  could  afford,  and, 
when  nine  years  of  age,  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  tailor’s  trade.  When  about  thirteen  years  of 
» age  he  ran  away  from  his  master,  went  to  Balti- 

j more,  and  shipped  as  a cabin-boy  on  board  the 

brig  Edith.  He  made  a trip  around  Cape  Horn, 
visited  Santiago,  and  numerous  other  places  on 
the  Pacific  slope,  and  remained  on  the  ship  for 
about  two  years,  being  quite  a favorite  of  the  Cap- 
tain and  his  wife.  Mr.  Hurley  relates  an  incident 
which  took  place  while  on  the  vessel,  and  gives  it 
as  a reason  for  leaving  the  sea.  It  w'as  his  duty 
to  wait  upon  the  table,  and  one  day,  after  dinner, 
he  put  some  nuts,  raisins,  etc.,  in  the  pockets  of 
his  little  sailor’s  suit.  The  Captain,  who  fre- 
quently indulged  too  freely  at  the  noon  meal,  met 
George  on  deck,  and  asked  what  was  in  his  pockets. 
The  boy  replied,  “Nothing,”  which  so  incensed 


the  Captain  that  the  latter  gave  him  a severe  whip- 
ping. George  was  ever  after  afraid  of  the  com- 
mander, and  at  the  first  opportunity  left  the  vessel 
and  returned  to  Baltimore.  There  he  finished  his 
trade  as  a tailor,  and  soon  after  went  to  Washing- 
ton, thence  to  Richmond,  Va. , where  he  was  taken 
sick  and  came  very  near  dying.  He  became  penni- 
less, but,  througli  the  charity  of  friends,  obtained 
enough  money  to  return  to  Baltimore.  wRere  he 
obtained  employment,  and  there  remained  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  ^Mexican  War.  He  then 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Baltimore  Battalion,  under 
Col.  Hughes,  and  served  one  year,  receiving  a sabre 
and  lance  wmund  at  the  battle  of  Monterey,  for 
which  he  now  receives  a pension.  After  recovering 
he  was  placed  in  the  quartermaster’s  department, 
and  was  on  the  Southern  route.  Upon  his  second 
return  to  his  home  he  had  some  means  saved,  and 
located  at  New  Richmond,  Ohio,  where  he  started 
up  a modest  tailoring  establishment,  but  only  re- 
mained there  a short  time.  He  then  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Indianapolis,  Ind. . wRere  he  secured  a 
position  as  cutter  in  a large  establishment:  but,  at 
the  end  of  one  year,  he  became  restless,  and  en- 
listed in  the  Cuban  Lopez  expedition.  He,  with 
about  200  old  Mexican  soldiers,  went  to  Cuba: 
eighty-six  were  captured,  fifty-two  were  taken  to 
Havana  and  shot,  and  thirty-four  carried  on  the 
steamer  “Pizarau,”  a large  Spanish  man-of-war — 
and  was  taken  to  Spain,  with  about  thirty-four 
other  comrades.  They  wmre  kept  prisoners  some 
six  weeks,  and  during  that  time,  which  seemed,  no 
doubt,  like  so  many  years,  experienced  some  of 
the  most  heartrending  scenes  imaginable,  being- 
taken  out  every  day  and  counted,  with  the  expec- 
tation of  being  shot.  They  were  finally  released 
l)y  President  Fillmore,  who  sent  a United  States 
cutter  for  them.  They  were  treated  like  kings 
on  the  vessel,  beings  griven  monev,  clothes,  etc. 
He  came  to  Kentucky,  being  again  entirely  broken 
up,  and  invented  a patent  for  garment  cutting, 
with  which  he  traveled  over  several  different  States, 
and  made  considerable  money  on  the  same.  He 
I subsequently  went  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he 
started  another  tailoring  establishment,  and  carrieil 
it  on  until  1857.  From  there  he  went  to  Jackson, 
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Temi.,  where  he  was  married,  and  removed  with 
his  family  to  White  Conuty,  Ark.,  being  there  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  ISdl  he  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Rector,  of  Arkansas,  as  quarter- 
master of  the  State  troops,  and  in  the  organization 
of  a regiment  at  Wound  City,  was  appointed  by 
Colonel-elect  (afterward  General)  Clelmme,  cpiar- 
termaster  of  the  first  State  troops.  The  regiment 
moved  to  Pocahontas,  where  State  troops  w’ere 
abandoned  and  regiments  for  the  Confederacy 
formed.  Being,  as  a consequence  retired,  he  re- 
turned home  and  organized  a company,  of  w'hich 
he  was  made  first  lieutenant,  and  afterward,  for 
meritorious  conduct,  was  promoted  to  a captaincy. 
He  participated  in  all  the  general  engagements  on 
this  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  receiving  one 
slight  wound  from  a shell.  In  1864  he  asked  for 
retired  papers,  and  then  took  the  superintendency 
of  cutting  and  fitting  clothes  for  the  soldiers  at 
Shreveport,  La.  His  family  still  living  in  White 
County  when  he  came  home,  he  moved  with  them 
to  Augusta,  Woodi'utf  County,  Ark.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  nine  years,  being  engaged  for  two 
years  in  the  livery  business,  and  after  this  took  the 
traveling  agencv  for  a cotton  commission  house  at 
New  Orleans.  Having  speculated  too  heavily  in 
cotton,  he  became  involved,  and  then  entered  the 
hotel  and  confectionery  business,  which  he  carried 
on  until  1873,  when  he  came  to  Newport,  then  a 
town  of  about  thirty-one  inhabitants.  He  em- 
barked in  the  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  and  to- 
bacco biisiness,  afterward  turning  his  business  into 
a grocery  and  general  planters’  supplies,  and  buy- 
ing cotton,  in  which  he  was  very  extensively  en- 
gaged until  about  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  and  in 
building  up  Newport,  owning  five  large  brick  bus- 
iness buildings  and  several  residences.  He  also 
owns  a good  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  County.  He  has  taken  great  in- 
terest in  secret  orders,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  advancing  as  far  as  a Knight  Templar. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , is  Past 
Grand  INIaster,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  order 
since  1847;  was  initiated  in  Mechanic's  Lodge  No. 
15,  at  Baltimore,  i\Id. , being  subse(pieutly  con- 
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nected  with  the  order  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Kentiicky.  He  is  the  founder  and  orig- 
inator of  Newport  Lodge  No.  71,  Newport,  Ark., 
which  was  organized  May  17,  1875.  He  has  been 
honored  with  nearly  every  official  position  within 
the  gift  of  the  order:  has  served  as  Grand  blaster, 
was  Grand  Representative  to  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  for  six  years,  and  Grand  Patriarch  in  the  En- 
campment branch  for  two  years.  In  1876  he  repre- 
sented the  State  of  Arkansas  in  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge,  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  1SS2  at  Toronto. 
He  is  an  indefatigable  worker  in  the  interests  of 
Odd  Fellowship,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
honored  members  of  that  fraternity.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  a member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  past  officer. 
His  marriage  to  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Boyd  occurred  in 
1858,  and  one  child,  now  deceased,  was  the  result 
of  this  union.  Mrs.  Hurley  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Both  Mr.  Hurley  and  Mrs. 
Hurley  are  hale  and  hearty  in  their  old  age. 

Samuel  C.  Ireland,  now  residing  in  Auvergne, 
w'as  born  in  North  Carolina,  February  26,  1849, 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Isley)  Ireland,  natives 
of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Ireland  came  to  Arkan- 
sas in  1872,  without  a dollar,  and  located  in  Cow 
Lake  Township,  on  property  which  belonged  to 
his  father,  there  then  being  but  twenty-two  fam- 
ilies in  the  township.  On  this  place  was  a double 
log  house,  and  twelve  acres  had  been  cleared  and 
planted  the  year  previous.  In  1873  he  had  thirty - 
two  acres  planted  to  corn;  eight  acres  he  cleared 
with  the  assistance  of  one  man,  and  twelve  acres 
he  cleared  after  night,  without  assistance.  IMr. 
Ireland  continued  to  clear  the  land,  and  the  next 
year  planted  sixty  acres.  In  1875  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  W.  L.  Johnson,  planted  seventy 
acres,  which  he  worked  himself,  and  rented  twenty 
more,  making  ninety  acres  under  cultivation  on  his 
place.  At  that  time,  by  various  purchases,  he  was 
the  owner  of  400  acres  of  land,  320  of  which  he 
bought  of  his  father;  he  is  now  the  owner  of  1.834 
acres,  380  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  the 
various  tracts  being  in  Cow  Lake  and  Rich  wood 
Townships.  On  the  places  are  good  dwelling 
houses  and  barns,  and  on  that  in  Cow  Lake  Town- 
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ship  are  a cotton-gin  and  a grist-mill.  Mr.  Ireland 
gives  a great  deal  of  attention  to  mule  and  cattle 
raisincr,  finding  a home  market  for  them.  Novem- 
her  20,  1873,  Mr.  Ireland  married  Airs.  Alar- 
garet  Ireland,  widow  of  his  brother,  W.  Ire- 
land. They  have  no  children,  but  are  raising  four 
orphan  boys,  Henry  Lee  and  AVillie  Benetield, 
born  in  1871  and  1873,  respectively,  and  AAdllie 
and  Connie  Barnes,  nephews  of  Airs.  Ireland,  born 
in  1880  and  1883,  respectively.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Ireland  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Thomas  AVilliam  Jamison,  county  surveyor  of 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  farmer  of  Bird  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Buckingham,  Canada  East,  the 
youngest  of  six  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Clara  (Hall)  Jamison,  natives  of  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, respectively,  who  came  with  their  parents  to 
Canada,  and  there  married.  The  father  was  a 
farmer,  and,  in  1859,  when  our  subject  was  about 
seven  years  old,  removed  to  AVoodford  County,  111., 
and  settled  near  Alinonk,  returning  to  Canada  in 
1870,  where  he  died  in  1884.  His  wife  died  in 
Canada  in  1852.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
raised  on  a farm  near  Alinonk,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  that  county,  and  in 
Alinonk.  After  leaving  school  he  learned  tele- 
graphy at  La  Salle,  111.,  and  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness at  Colona,  111.,  Columbus  Junction  and  AA'est 
Liberty,  Iowa,  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pa- 
cific Railway.  On  Alay  11,  1882,  he  married  Clara 
Lafferty,  a native  of  Alercer  County,  111.,  and 
daughter  of  AVilliam  Lafferty,  of  Ohio,  an  early 
settler  of  Alercer  County.  In  September,  1879, 
he  came  to  Jackson  County,  as  agent  and  operator 
at  Tuckerman,  where  he  remained  till  last  year, 
when  he  was  elected  coiinty  surveyor.  He  is  not 
very  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  a member  of  Trinity  Lodge 
No.  561,  A.  F.  & A.  AI. , Alonmouth,  111.  He  has 
bought  a tract  of  timber  land,  containing  120 
acres,  improved,  and  now  has  seventy-three  acres 
under  cultivation.  He  has  been  engaged  in  stock 
raising.  He  has  imported  a thoroughbred  stallion, 
also  a heavy-draft  Clydesdale,  which  carried  off 
the  first  prize  at  this  and  adjoining  county  fairs. 
He  is  public-spirited  and  liberal. 

^ — — 
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Anderson  Johnston,  planter  and  stock  raiser,  is 
a native  of  Arkansas.  His  father,  Andrew  John- 
ston, was  l)orn  in  Alaury  County,  Tenn. , in  1829; 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1841,  and.  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een,  married  Aliss  Sebelle  Durham,  a native  of  Alis- 
sissippi,  and  about  that  time  settled  a farm  in 
Jackson  County,  where  he  raised  his  family,  and 
where  our  subject  was  born,  August  12,  1849. 
Andrew  is  a Democrat,  and  has  been  magistrate  of 
his  township.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  Anderson  was  raised  on  the  farm, 
and  spent  his  school  days  in  Jackson  County,  and 
in  September,  1871,  married  Aliss  Julia  A.  Brown- 
ing, daughter  of  Nimrod  and  Emeline  (A^andiver) 
Browning,  natives  of  Tennessee,  who  'was  born  in 
1847.  They  have  the  following  family;  Auzell 
Bibb,  fifteen  years  old:  Lewin  A.,  thirteen,  Alin- 
nie  B. , ten;  James  H.,  eight;  Silvey,  six;  Ada  and 
Etta  (twins),  three,  and  a babe  one  month  old. 
After  his  marriage  Air.  Johnston  opened  up  a farm 
of  100  acres,  thirty  acres  of  which  he  cleared  and 
cultivated.  He  sold  the  farm,  and  in  18S7  lived 
in  Boone  County,  Ark.,  and  in  1888  came  to  Jack- 
son  County  and  bought  a farm  of  100  acres,  eighty- 
five  under  cultivation,  on  which  he  now  lives.  He 
rents  his  land  for  corn  and  cotton,  and  makes  a 
specialty  himself  of  raising  sweet  potatoes,  raising, 
also,  his  own  stock,  hogs  and  cattle.  He  and  his 
w'ife  made  themselves  an  excellent  home,  and  a 
competency.  They  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  a member  of 
Fortitude  Lodge  No.  397,  A.  F.  & A.  AL,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  public  enterprises. 

Retherford  Lewus  Jones,  a prominent  planter 
and  stock  raiser  of  Breckinridge  Township,  was 
born  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn.,  in  1825.  and  was 
the  fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to 
Richard  and  Polly  (Alartiuj  Jones,  of  Tennessee, 
where  the  father  was  an  extensive  planter  in  AA’il- 
son  County.  The  elder  Jones  moved  from  AVilson 
County  to  Carroll  County,  and  a few  years  later 
went  to  AA'ayne  County,  AIo.,  where  he  became  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  his  death,  in  1844.  NA'hile 
in  Carroll  County  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  was  one  of  the  prominent  figures  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  county,  and  was  also  a member  of  the 
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Masonic  fraternity  for  a number  of  years,  and 
deputy  sheriff.  He  had  one  brother,  who  fought 
in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  Wars,  and  his  father 
was  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  in  lS3b  died  in  Davidson 
County,  Tenn. . at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  R. 
L.  Jones  was  reared  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn.,  and 
instructed  in  the  duties  of  farm  life.  In  1843  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Mo., 
and  continued  farming  in  that  State  until  1847, 
when  he  went  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  settling 
in  Breckinridge  Townshi[),  where  he  took  up  a 
pre-emption  claim,  and  later  entered  the  same. 
The  land  consisted  of  sixty  acres  of  virgin  soil,  and 
he  at  once  commenced  improving  it  arid  erected  a 
lo"  cabin.  In  1850  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ema- 

O 

line  Brazeale,  a daughter  of  Archibald  and  Dorcas 
Brazeale,  of  Tennessee,  and  resided  with  his  bride 
on  the  tirst  farm  until  1859,  when  he  sold  it  and 
bought  a claim  of  160  acres,  of  which  twenty-five 
were  under  fence.  He  has  added  to  this  and  im- 
proved the  land  since  he  first  occupied  it,  until 
now  he  owns  a fine  farm  of  520  acres,  and  has  225 
under  cultivation.  He  raises  principally  com  and 
cotton,  and  other  portions  of  the  land  make  excel- 
lent grazing  for  cattle,  in  which  he  also  deals  quite 
largely.  In  1871  Mr.  Jones  lost  his  wife  after  a 
happy  married  life  of  twenty- one  years.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  of  whom  four 
are  yet  living:  Mary  Dorcas,  now  5Irs.  Martin; 

Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Jagers,  who  resides  on  her  father's 
farm;  Edirar, and  Nancv  Alice, now  Mrs.  Harris.  Mr. 
Jones  was  again  married,  in  1872,  his  second  wife 
being  Miss  Barbara  C.  Outlaw,  of  Tennessee,  who 
died  leaving  two  children,  Joseph  E.  and  Jeanette, 
both  of  whom  reside  at  home.  In  1886  5Ir.  Jones 
married  his  third  wife,  who  was  Miss  Fanny  B. 
Hall,  of  Alabama,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Nora. 
He  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  but  his 
sympathies  ever  since  the  war  have  been  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  educational  matters  he  is 
greatly  intere.sted,  and  his  efforts  toward  promot- 
ing the  schools  in  Jackson  County  have  been 
praiseworthy.  He  is  a member  of  Augusta  Lodge 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , while  in  the  religious  faith 
he  attends  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  of  which 


his  wife  is  also  a member,  and  Mr.  Jones  has  held 
a membership  in  that  church  for  forty-three  years. 
During  the  w^ar  he  accompanied  Gen.  Price  on  his 
raid  through  Missouri,  and  also  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Pilot  Knob,  Jefferson  City,  Blue  Gap, 
Kansas  City,  Newtonia  and  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
from  which  place  he  returned  home  after  an  hon- 
orable service.  Mr.  Jones  is  a very  attentive  man 
to  the  welfare  of  his  children,  and  is  providing 
them  with  the  best  education  to  be  obtained.  lie 
is  a very  close  observer,  and,  from  an  educational 
and  religious  standpoint,  notes  that  there  is  a de- 
cided change  for  the  better  constantly  going  on. 

R.  E.  Jones,  a planter  and  stock  raiser  of  Glass 
Towmship,  Jackson  County,  was  born  in  Gibson 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1842,  the  second  in  a family  of  j 
nine  children  born  to  Gabriel  and  Elizabeth  (Webb)  | 
Jones,  natives  of  Virginia,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. In  1838  Gabriel  Jones  emigrated  to  Gibson 
County,  Tenn.,  where  he  lived  many  years,  and 
followed  his  trade  of  carriage-builder.  He  re- 
moved to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  1860,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  the  latter  county  in  1883.  He  | 
took  an  active  part  in  polities  in  Tennessee,  sym-  j 
pathizing  with  the  Democratic  party.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  1884.  R.  E.  Jones  was 
reared  to  the  pursuit  of  farming,  receiving  the  ad- 
vantage of  a common  school  education  in  his  native 
county.  He  removed  to  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
with  his  parents,  in  I860,  and  subsequently  be- 
came located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
which  contains  about  200  acres,  and  belongs  to  the 
heirs  of  Dr.  Beard.  In  1861  Mr.  Jones  enlisted 
in  the  Confederate  army,  in  Capt.  Hunter's  com- 
pany, under  command  of  Col.  Hart.  He  served 
three  years,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Helena,  Pea  Ridge  and  several  others.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  returned  to  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
and  again  devoted  his  attention  to  farmincr.  In 
1865  he  married  Martha  Taylor,  a native  of  Louis- 
iana. They  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  viz. : j 

John  W.  (who  is  married  and  lives  at  home).  | 
Laura  and  Edthe.  After  marriage  Mr.  Jones  set- 
tled in  Glass  Township,  where  he  now  lives,  which 
place  he  has  greatly  improved.  At  the  time  of  his 
settlement  the  nearest  market  was  Jackson[)ort.  but 
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the  country  has  since  undergone  a great  change, 
having  been  extensively  cleared  and  improved,  and 
now  he  finds  a market  at  Swifton,  only  three  miles 
distant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  Jones  is  a Democrat, 
though  he  takes  no  active  interest  in  politics. 

Dr.  J.  At.  Jones.  Among  the  people  of  Jack- 
sou  and  surrounding  counties  the  name  that  heads 
this  sketch  is  a very  familiar  one,  for,  in  his  pro- 
fessional capacity  he  has  become  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  majority  of  their  inhabitants. 
He  was  born  in  Weakley  County,  Tenn.,  July  3, 
1846,  and  is  a son  of  Darling  and  Alargaret  E. 
(Aliller)  Jones,  the  father  a native  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  the  mother  of  Tennessee.  They  were 
married  in  the  latter  State,  and  are  still  hale  and 
hearty  old  people,  residing  on  the  homestead,  in 
Weakley  County.  The  following  are  the  living 
members  of  their  family  of  six  children:  Alarion 
D.,  Dr.  John  AI. , William  H.  (a  resident  of  Para- 
gould),  Dr.  A.  AI. , and  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  Asbury 
Kensey);  James  is  deceased.  Up  to  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  Dr.  J.  AI.  Jones  resided  on  the 
home  farm  and  learned  all  the  details  of  farm 
labor,  but  when  the  war  broke  out  he  left  the  plow 
to  enlist  in  the  army,  and  became  a member  of 
Company  I,  Twelfth  Tennessee  Regiment.  He 
continued  to  remain  in  service  until  the  final  sur- 
render, participating  in  a number  of  battle.s,  then 
returned  to  his  home  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  faithfully  performed  every  duty  imposed 
upon  him.  Not  deeming  the  education  he  had  ac- 
quired prior  to  the  war  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
successfully  cope  with  the  world,  he  entered  a 
Normal  School,  which  he  attended  until  1868,  and 
during  this  time  he  formed  the  resolution  of  mak- 
ing the  practice  of  medicine  his  calling  through 
life.  In  order  to  tit  himself  for  this  work  he  en- 
tered the  Aledical  University,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
from  which  he  was  graduated  as  an  AI.  D.  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1872.  He  had  come  to  Jackson  County, 
Ark.,  the  previous  year,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home,  and,  during  his  resilience  of  eighteen 
years  in  this  county,  he  has  become  well  and  favor- 
ably knowm  to  the  majority  of  her  citizens  as  an 
able  and  successful  medical  practitioner.  To  his 


marriage  with  Aliss  Callie  Patterson,  which  oc- 
curred in  1872,  he  has  become  the  father  of  four 
children:  Nora,  James,  Alinnie  and  Oscar.  Airs. 
Jones  was  born  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  she 
is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

^ The  Doctor  is  a Alason,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  the  K.  of  H. , and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Gustave  Jones  is  a member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Jones  & Jones,  of  Newport.  Ark.,  and,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  law  practice,  he  is  also  engaged  in 
the  loan  and  insurance  business,  and  in  these  dif- 
ferent occupations  he  is  meeting  with  flattering 
success.  He  is  a native-born  resident  of  the  county, 
his  birth  occurring  on  the  25th  of  August,  1861, 
and  as  such  is  looked  upon  with  considerable  pride 
by  the  people  of  the  locality,  for  he  is  a live,  ener- 
getic business  man.  To  live  an  entire  life  in  one 
community  and  still  retain  the  reputation  Air. 
Jones  enjoys,  is  by  no  means  as  easy  as  it  is  for  a 
stranger  to  come  into  a place  where  he  is  entirely 
unknown!  and  build  up  a reputation.  The  ac- 
quaintances of  Air.  Jones,  therefore,  know  who 
and  what  he  is.  He  is  having  a fair  practice  in 
his  profession,  and  in  the  management  of  his  cases 
displays  considerable  ability  and  sagacity  for  one 
of  his  years.  After  attending  the  common  schools 
of  Jackson  County  in  his  youth,  he  entered  the 
Arkansas  Industrial  University  at  Fayetteville,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1882.  Previous  to 
graduating,  however,  he  had  taught  school  to  ob 
tain  means  with  which  to  defray  his  expenses  in 
college,  and  after  leaving  school  he  began  his  legal 
studies,  and  after  a searching  examination,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Jackson  County  bar  in  November, 
1886.  He  has  since  been  associated  with  his  father 
in  his  practice,  and  represents  the  Phoenix  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Emigra- 
tion Society,  and  is  county  school  examiner.  So- 
cially, he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  the  Alasonic  fraternities,  and  in  bis 
religious  views  he  is  a member  of  the  Episcoi'al 
Church.  His  parents,  William  R.  and  Kate  (Hud- 
son) Jones,  were  born  in  Breckinridge  Countv. 
Ky.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C..  respectively,  and  were 
married  in  Jacksonport,  .\rk. , in  1857,  whitln'r  the 
father  had  come  in  1851.  At  an  early  age  he  be 
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gan  the  study  of  law,  and  after  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Kentucky,  and  practicing  there  for  some 
time,  he  came  to  Arkansas  and  pursued  his  calling  • 
in  Jacksonport  for  several  years,  being  in  partner-  ^ 
ship  with  F.  Doswell.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  j 
the  ofl&ce  of  county  clerk,  but  after  serving  one 
term  gave  his  entire  attention  to  his  practice,  and 
by  long  years  of  hard  and  unremitting  toil  he  has 
become  quite  wealthy.  He  spends  his  summers  at 
Maryville,  Mo.,  where  he  has  a pleasant  summer 
residence.  Of  six  children  born  to  himself  and 
wife  five  survive:  Hattie,  wife  of  Judge  J.  B. 
Newman;  Ida,  wife  of  J.  B.  Cox;  Gustave,  Mol- 
lie  and  Ellen.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William 
B.  Jones,  was  born  in  Campbell  County,  Va. , and 
was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War.  He  died  in 
Missouri,  in  1879,  when  over  eighty  years  of  age. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  but  his  latter  days 
were  spent  in  retirement  and  ease.  The  maternal 
grandfather  was  Rush  Hudson,  a South  Carolinian, 
who  once  served  as  sheriff  of  Jackson  County. 

Capt.  W.  A.  Joyce,  the  well-known  Newport 
druggist,  was  born  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the 
20th  of  February,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Alcena  (Austin)  Joyce,  the  former  a native  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  The 
parents  were  married  in  the  latter  State,  and  made  j 
their  residence  in  Memphis  at  an  early  day,  where 
the  father  was  a prominent  physician,  being  a 
graduate  of  the  Botanical  College  of  that  city. 
Previous  to  practicing  medicine,  he  was  a steam- 
boatman,  and  at  that  period  owned  one  of  the 
largest  standard  steamers  that  plied  on  the  river, 
besides  having  an  intere.st  in  several  other  large 
boats.  About  1850  he  moved  to  Augusta,  Ark., 
and  from  there  to  Jacksonport,  where  he  was 
among  the  earlier  settlers  of  that  city,  and  one  of 
its  first  physicians,  residing  there  until  his  death, 
in  1855.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes 
her  home  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  She  was  twice 
married,  bearing  two  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, only  one  of  whom  survives,  Sarah  Dollis. 
Her  second  union  resulted  in  two  children,  of 
whom  W.  A.  is  the  only  survivor.  He  was  but 
three  years  old  on  his  arrival  in  Arkansas,  and  was 
principally  reared  in  Jacksonport,  but  receivi'd  his 


education  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  w’as  at  the  | 
outbreak  of  the  war.  In  18b4,  although  still  quite 
young,  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Bateman’s  company.  j 
and  served  until  the  fall  of  Little  Rock,  taking 
part  in  the  battle  of  Helena,  Little  Rock  and  sev- 
eral skirmishes.  After  the  war  was  over,  he  re- 
sumed  steamboating  (which  he  had  commenced  in 
1863)  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  and  also  on 
the  White  River,  occupying  the  positions  of  pilot, 
master  and  clerk,  and  continuing  until  1882.  In 
1874  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Jackson- 
port, where  he  remained  until  August,  1882,  when 
he  removed  to  Newport,  and  since  has  successfully 
carried  on  the  business,  his  store  being  one  of  the 
best  in  this  locality.  Capt.  Joyce  was  a member 
of  the  council  at  Jacksonport,  and  also  filled  the 
ofiice  of  mayor  of  that  city  for  a length  of  time. 
December  15,  1866,  he  was  married,  in  St.  Louis, 
to  Miss  Miriam  M.  Major,  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn., 
by  whom  he  has  had  four  children:  Mary  A..,  Kate 
S.,  William  A.,  Jr.,  and  Emma  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joyce  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
■ pal  Church,  while  Mr.  Joyce  is  a member  of  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Honor  and 
Royal  Arcanum,  as  well  as  belonging  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

D.  A.  Kimbrough,  railroad  agent  and  merchant, 
at  Weldon,  Ark. , was  born  in  North  Carolina,  J une  | 
14,  1842,  in  Caswell  County.  His  parents  were  i 
Miles  and  Dicia  (Burton)  Kimbrough,  natives 
of  North  Carolina.  His  father  was  a son  of  j 
William  Kimbrough,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  i 
of  that  section  of  North  Carolina;  was  an  active 
Democrat  and  planter,  and  is  still  living  at  the  ^ 
age  of  eightv-eight.  Miles  Kimbrough’s  wife  was 

O “ * O O j 

a daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Burton,  of  North  j 
Carolina,  captain  of  Light  Horse  Muster  Company  ! 
in  an  early  day.  He  was  a farmer  and  teamster  j 
and  moved  to  Alabama  about  1850,  where  he  died 
in  1858.  Mi-s.  Kimbrough  died  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  1873.  She  was  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  D.  A.  was  raised  on  a 
farm,  received  his  schooling  in  North  Carolina,  and, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  began  life  for  himself, 
working  as  a farm  hand  two  years,  and  then  went 
I to  Mississippi,  where  he  remained  till  May,  1861. 
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when  he  married  Miss  M.  S.  Burton,  of  Mississippi. 
They  have  the  following  family:  J.  T.  (a  young 
man  of  twenty-seven,  unmarried,  living  at  home), 
Sarah  A.  (young  lady  of  twenty-three),  Nancy  S. 
(wife  of  J.  M.  Burford,  died  in  1888),  M'.  S.,  D. 
A.,  George  W.,  Miles  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years)  and  Dinah  M.  )a  little  girl  of  twelve 
years).  After  marriage  our  subject  continued  farm- 
ing till  March,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com 
pany  A,  Thirty-lifth  Mississippi,  Col.  Barrey’s 
regiment,  under  Capt.  AVatson.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Corinth,  luka.  Second  Corinth,  Holly 
Springs,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  when  he  was 
paroled  and  returned  home,  afterward  returning  to 
the  Parole  Camps,  at  Columbus,  Miss.,  from  which 
place  they  were  called  to  join  Johnson,  at  Resaca: 
they  went  to  Meridian,  Miss. , thence  to  Mobile, 
through  Florida,  then  to  Selma,  Ala.,  then  through 
the  campaign  of  Johnson  to  Atlanta;  then,  under 
Hood,  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad 
from  Atlanta  to  Dalton;  then  to  Franklin,  Tenn., 
Spring  Hill,  Na.shville  to  luka,  Miss.,  thence  to 
Mobile  and  Blakeley,  being  captured  and  consigned 
to  Ship  Island,  where  he  remained  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  June  1, 
1865.  On  his  retiirn  he  engaged  in  farmino-  till 

o o o 

1870,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Bov/en’s 
Ridge,  in  Jackson  County,  where  he  bought  ninety- 
three  acres  of  land,  and  engaged  in  farming,  and 
buying  and  clearing  land,  till  he  had  370  acres, 
150  under  cultivation.  In  1878  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Bowen’s  Ridge,  till  1885, 
when,  seeing  there  was  an  opening  for  a town  at 
the  present  site  of  Weldon,  he  built  a house  there 
and  moved  to  that  place,  and  trading  half  of  his 
goods  to  W.  H.  Wise  for  half  of  eighty  acres  of 
land,  they  began  business,  with  success,  and  dur- 
ing that  year  the  Batesville  & Brinkley  Railroad 
reached  that  point,  and  the  town  was  laid  off,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1885,  the  depot  was  erected.  Through 
his  influence  the  town  grew  rapidly,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1886,  Mr.  Kimbrough  was  made  agent 
of  the  railroad  company,  which  position  he  still 
holds.  He  now  owns  280  acres  of  land,  and  one- 
half  of  the  town  property  at  Weldon.  He  has  over 
100  acres  in  cultivation.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 


he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  IMethodist 
Church.  Ho  is  also  prominent  in  all  enterprises 
for  the  good  of  the  country. 

T.  D.  Kinman,  a popular  resident,  and  cashier 
of  the  Newport  Safe  Deposit  Bank,  of  Newport, 
was  born  in  Batesville,  October  5,  1844,  and  is  a 
son  of  Riley  and  Jane  (Bates)  Kinman,  of  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.,  and  Batesville,  Ark.,  respectively.  The  | 
Bates  family  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Bates-  ^ 
ville,  and  are  of  Irish  descent,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, Robert  Bates,  coming  from  Ireland,  and 
first  settling  at  Philadelphia.  He  was  a tailor  by  | 
trade  and  followed  his  occupation  in  that  city  for 
some  time.  Later  on  he  became  a well-known  ho- 
tel keeper,  until  retired  by  old  age.  Riley  Kin- 
man immigrated  to  Batesville  in  1842,  and  was 
there  married  and  resided  for  a number  of  years. 

He  was  a steamboat  captain  during  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life  in  Arkansas,  and  his  latter  days 
were  spent  on  a farm  in  Jackson  County.  His 
death  occurred  on  the  17th  of  September,  1883, 
leavinsr  a lara:e  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  him. 
Two  children  were  born  to  5Ir.  Riley  Kinman  and 
his  first  wife,  the  latter  dying  in  18-16,  and  be  has 
had  one  daughter  by  the  second  manlage,  Mattie  E. , 
wife  of  Judge  J.  H.  Wynn,  of  Greenville,  Miss. 

His  son,  T.  D.  Kinman,  was  reared  in  Batesville,  j 
and  educated  at  that  place.  In  July,  1861,  been-  i 
listed  in  Capt.  John  Dye’s  company  of  the  Seventh 
Arkansas  Regiment,  and  served  all  through  the 
war  until  the  surrender.  He  was  assigned  to  the  ■ 
paymaster’s  and  supply  departments,  and  was  one 
of  the  adjutant-general's  staff  officers,  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Shiloh,  Chickamauga 
and  several  others.  After  the  surrender  he  re- 
returned to  Jacksonport,  and  engaged  in  the  steam- 
boat agency  and  commission  busint'ss,  in  which  he 
continued  for  four  or  five  years,  when  he  embarked 
in  the  steamboat  business,  running  to  Memphis 
and  New  Orleans.  In  1876  he  was  associated  with  ! 
Capt.  Albert  B.  Smith  in  steamboating  on  the 
White  River  to  the  mountains,  and  remained  with 
him  until  1880,  when  he  returned  to  Newport,  and 
entered  into  the  firm  of  V ishon  Bros.,  as  book- 
keeper, continuing  with  them  until  1SS3.  when  the 
business  was  discontinued.  He  then  went  with  E. 
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L.  Watson  & Son,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
April,  1889,  and  then  accepted  a position  with  W.  , 
L.  McDonald  as  book-keeper  until  September,  re- 
signing to  go  in  the  bank.  Mr.  Kinman  was  treas- 
urer of  Newport  for  some  length  of  time.  He 
owns  about  2,000  acres  of  land,  with  about  700 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  has  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Jackson  County.  The  land  is  adapted  to 
almost  any  kind  of  grain  and  vegetables,  and  he 
also  deals  quite  largely  in  stock.  He  was  married, 
in  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Dillard,  of  Missouri,  by 
whom  he  has  had  one  son,  Thaddeus  D.,  Jr.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kinman  are  members  of  the  Epi.scopal  ! 
Church,  and  Mr.  Kinman  belongs  to  the  Royal  ^ 
Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  treasurer.  He  has  an 
elegant  residence  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
homes  in  Newport,  and  is  very  popular  in  his 
community. 

Francis  M.  Lamberton  is  a leading  and  influ- 
ential attorney  at  the  bar  of  Newport,  and  lends 
eminent  strength  to  the  fraternity,  his  name  shin- 
ing as  a star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  firma- 
ment of  Arkansas  law.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Cedar  County,  Mo.,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1850, 
and  he  is  a son  of  Christopher  I.  and  Miranda 
(Edsell)  Lamberton,  the  father  a native  of  the 
“Keystone  State  ” and  the  mother  a native  of  the 
“Buckeye  State.”  They  were  married  in  Mans- 
field, Ohio,  but  about  the  year  1840  removed  to 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  up  their  location  in 
Cedar  County,  where  the  father  followed  mer- 
chandising and  dealt  in  live  stock.  In  this  county 
both  parents  died,  having  reared  a family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 
His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  his  native  State, 
and  being  a youth  of  a rather  thoughtful  disposi- 
tion, he  applied  himself  closely  to  his  books  dur- 
ing his  school  days,  and  in  later  years  while  a stu- 
dent in  the  University  of  Nebraska  he  was  diligent 
and  painstaking.  From  this  instutition  he  was 
graduated  in  1877,  and  the  following  year  (1878) 
he  located  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  in  1888 
took  up  his  abode  in  Newport  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  the  same  year.  He  has  since  successfully 
followed  the  practice  of  law,  and  is  now  filling  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  to  which  position  he 


was  elected  in  1884.  To  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Annie  Wearham,  which  occurred  in  December, 
1888,  have  been  born  a family  of  three  children: 
Horace  C.  and  Annie  L.  (twins),  born  in  1887,  and 
Frank.  Mrs.  Lamberton  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Christopher  Lamberton,  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  \vas  a graduate  of  Dublin  University. 
By  profession  he  was  a lawyer,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Ohio,  dying  there  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four  years.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  a colonel  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  of 
cholera  in  Cairo,  111. 

T.  D.  Lawrence,  general  merchant,  Tuckerman, 
Ark.  Mr.  Lawrance’s  career  in  life,  as  far  as  its 
connection  with  industrial  affairs  is  concerned, 
might  be  divided  into  two  periods,  that  dmlng 
which  he  was  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
his  more  recent  experience  in  the  capacity  of  a 
merchant.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  where  his  birth  occurred,  in  1836,  and  is 
second  in  a family  of  five  children  born  to  William 
and  B.  Gatsy  (Pace)  Lawrence,  natives  of  Alabama. 
They  settled  in  Kentucky  at  an  early  day,  but 
later  moved  from  there  to  Tennessee.  Mr.  Law- 
rence was  a very  active  man  in  the  early  history  of 
the  State,  and  was  a successful  tiller  of  the  soil. 
His  death  occurred  in  West  Tennessee,  in  1844, 
and  he  was  a member  of  the  Hard  Shell  Baptist 
Church.  The  mother  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy -two  years.  T.  D.  Lawrence  secured  a fair 
education  in  the  schools  of  Gibson  County,  and 
was  early  instructed  in  the  mysteries  of  farm  life. 
He  was  the  second  of  the  following  children : Mary 
(now  IMrs.  Shelton,  resides  in  Weakley  County, 
Tenn.).  T.  D.,  Susan  (now  Mrs.  Clemons,  resides 
in  Howell  County,  Mo.),  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs. 
Parker,  resides  in  Weakley  County,  Tenn.  ),  and 
John  William,  whose  death  occurred  in  Weakley 
County.  Tenn.,.  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  T.  D.  Lawrence  came  to  Jackson  County, 
Ark.,  in  November,  I860,  locating  in  Bird  Town 
ship,  entered  land  and  bought  160  acres,  which  he 
proceeded  to  cultivate.  He  was  manned  in  Jack- 
son  County,  in  1801,  to  Miss  Sarah  V.  Palmer,  a 
native  of  IMemphis,  Tenn.,  and  daughter  of  Samuel 
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and  Louisa  (Means)  Palmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  Jackson  County,  Ark.  Mr.  Palmer  was 
a farmer  and  an  honorable,  lapright  citizen.  After 
his  marriage,  T.  D.  Lawrence  settled  in  Bird 
Township,  where  he  opened  up  some  land,  and 
where  he  now  has  800  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  is  the  owner  of  1,700  acres  in  Jackson  County, 
and  330  acres  in  two  farms  in  Lawrence  County, 
near  Alicia.  He  is  a successful  stock  raiser,  and 
on  his  extensive  farm  may  be  found  many  tine  cat- 
tle and  hogs.  He  has  about  seventeen  tenants  on 
his  farms.  He  also  runs  two  cotton-gins  and  a 
blacksmith  shop,  besides  owning  considerable  prop- 


erman,  or  rather  owns  East  Tuckerman,  and  lots 
have  been  laid  off.  He  has  resided  in  town  since 
1885,  and  has  followed  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness since,  although  in  1881  he  engacred  in  this 
business  on  his  farm.  He  lost  his  wife  in  1879. 
By  that  union  he  became  the  father  of  live  chil- 
dren: 'William  Shelby  (married,  and  resides  on  the 
home  farm),  Lula  Lee  (now  Mrs.  Spriggs,  resides 
in  this  county),  Felix,  Albert  and  Lucien.  Mr. 
Lawrence  was  married  again  in  Jackson  County, 
in  1881,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Perrox,  a native  of 
Craighead  County,  Ark.  He  has  taken  quite  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  votes  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  was  in  the  service  a short  time 
during  the  war,  then  exchanged  and  remained  in  i 
the  North  until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  has 
served  in  different  official  capacities,  viz. : deputy 
sheriff,  magistrate,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters.  Mrs.  Lawrence  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church, 

Andrew  Lawson,  farmer  and  fruit  raiser,  is  a 
native  of  Denmark,  and  by  occupation  a carpen- 
ter. He  left  his  native  land  on  an  expedition  to 
Greenland,  remaining  six  months,  when  he  came 
to  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  in  1809;  from  there  he 
journeyed  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  where 
he  made  an  engagement  to  go  to  Mississippi,  to 
clear  land,  at  S’20  per  month,  working  at  this  in 
the  winter  and  at  his  trade  in  Memphis,  during 
the  summer.  In  1873  he  was  united  in  marriage 


to  Miss  Della  Nelson,  a native  of  Denmark,  after 
which  they  traveled  and  prospected  in  Texas,  re- 
turned to  ^lississippi,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
1874,  came  to  Arkansas,  and  engaged  with  Dr. 
Peters,  to  take  charge  of  the  stock,  orchards,  etc., 
on  the  plantations.  There  he  remained  two  years, 
and  then  started  for  Little  Rock,  engaging  with 
the  Baring  Cross  Bridge  Company;  he  worked  on 
the  bridge  across  the  river  at  Baring  Cross,  and  on 
its  completion  secured  the  position  of  watchman, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he  locat- 
ed at  Grande  Glaise,  in  charge  of  the  water 
station.  In  1883  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  partly 
improved  land  adjoining  that  upon  which  stood 
the  water  station,  which  he  improved,  and  there  is 
now  upon  the  place  a tine  young  orchard  and  vine- 
yard. Mr.  Lawson  was  instrumental  in  securing 
the  postoffice  at  Grande  Glaise,  and  has  been  the 
only  postmaster  in  charge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawson 
are  both  members  of  the  Danish  Lutheran  Church. 
He  is  a member  of  Newport  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
in  which  he  takes  an  active  interest;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Lodge  No. 
1159,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  takes  a very  active 
intere.st  in  temperance  matters,  and  all  religious, 
educational  and  social  enterprises. 

Thomas  James  Layton,  of  Cache  Township. 
Jackson  County,  is  a native  of  Fountain  County, 
Ind. , and  was  born  Septeml)er  '28,  1830.  He  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Ella  (Ogle)  Layton,  natives  of 
Ohio,  where  they  were  married.  The  father  died 
in  Indiana,  about  the  year  1859,  and  the  mother 
in  Illinois,  in  1877.  Thomas  J.  was  reared  to 
farming,  receiving  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  In  October,  1854,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  Bradshaw,  who  was  born  in  Indi 
ana,  and  to  their  union  were  born  four  children, 
viz.  : Samuel  James  Layton,  born  in  1855,  a 
merchant  of  Weldon,  Ark.,  who  married  Mi.ss 
Georgia  Symmonds,  of  Stafford  County,  Kas.,  in 
August,  1879;  John  McElroy  Layton,  a farmer  l)y 
occupation,  who  married,  in  1883.  5Iiss  Enmia 
Bowen,  of  Indiana;  David  L.  Layton,  mariied 
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Miss  Neila  Burton,  in  February,  1884.  and  is  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Samuel,  at  Weldon; 
Jesse  B.  married  Miss  Lydia  Burton,  and  is  a 
farmer,  also  operating  a cotton-gin.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  September,  1864,  in  Cham- 
paign County,  111.,  and  her  remains  were  taken  to 
Indiana  for  interment.  In  October,  1865,  Mr. 
Layton,  married  5Irs.  M.  J.  McCorldiill,  nee  Ful- 
ler, widow  of  W.  J.  R.  McCorkhill.  of  Indiana. 
She  had  one  child  by  her  former  marriage,  Mahala 
Josephine,  born  in  Vermilion  County,  111.,  who,  in 
1864,  married  William  C.  Glover,  of  Virginia,  a 
farmer  and  carpenter  by  trade;  he  was  the  princi- 
pal contractor  in  rebuilding  Newport,  Ark.,  after 
its  loss  by  tire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layton  have  seven 
children,  viz.:  Anna  C. , born  in  Missouri,  in  1866. 
married,  in  December,  1885,  Howard  Fletcher; 
William  Thomas,  born  March  28,  1869;  Fairel- 
lener,  born  May  9,  1870,  married,  December  9, 
1888,  Lee  Stanley,  of  Cross  County,  Ark. ; Mar- 
garet, born  April  11,  1872;  Katie,  born  December 
3,  1873,  and  Jacob  H. , born  January  13,  1876, 
died  February  15,  1889-.  Mr.  Layton  removed 
with  his  family  to  Arkansas,  in  1867,  locating  in 
the  neighborhood  in  which  he  now  lives,  where  he 
rented  land  for  three  years.  In  1871  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  which  was  en- 
tirely unimproved,  and  which  he  began  at  once  to 
clear  and  improve.  He  has  been  successful,  and 
has  added  to  his  farm  from  time  to  time,  until  now 
it  contains  346  acres,  seventv-eicrht  acres  of  which 
are  under  cultivation.  He  has  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  county,  as  a result  of  enterprise  and 
perseverance.  Though  not  an  active  politician, 
Mr.  Layton  votes  with  the  Union  Labor  i>arty. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Lenox,  physician  and  surgeon, 
Denmark,  Ark.  This  prominent  and  successful 
practitioner  was  born  in  Rolla,  Phelps  County, 
Mo.,  in  1837,  and  located  in  Denmark,  Jackson 
County,  Ark.,  in  1878.  His  parents,  Hamilton 
and  Permelia  (Harrison)  Lenox,  were  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  Kentucky  and  South  Carolina,  and 
both  immigrated  to  INIissouri  in  1811.  They  settled 
in  what  is  now  Callaway  County,  were  reared  in 

I that  county,  but  were  married  in  Pulaski  County. 

I in  1834,  after  which  Hamilton  Lenox  followed  till- 


' ing  the  soil  in  Craighead  County  for  some  time. 

I From  there  he  moved  to  Phelps  County,  but  iu  ! 
1861  left  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  1863.  He  then  went  to  Van  Bureii  | 
County,  where  he  purchased  and  improved  a farm,  ^ 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
. in  November,  1865.  He  took  a deep  interest  in 
the  early  settlement  of  the  county,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  affairs.  In  politics  he  ' 
was  first  a Whig,  but  later  became  a Democrat. 

His  faithful  and  much  beloved  companion  followed 
him  to  the  grave  in  1874.  Grandfather  William 
Lenox  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Callaway  ' 
County,  Mo.,  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
and  also  saw  duty  in  the  Seminole  War.  Great- 
grandfather Lenox  was  also  a soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Grandfather  Harrison  was  an  early  settler 

of  Pulaski  Countv,  Mo.,  and  made  that  his  home 

. I 

during  life.  He  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  Dr. 

W.  H.  Lenox  attained  his  growth  in  Phelps 
County,  Mo.,  and  received  his  rudimentary  educa- 
I tion  in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  same.  He 
first  began  reading  medicine  under  the  tutelage  of 
J.  P.  Harrison,  of  Phelps  County,  then  under  N.  A. 
Davis,  of  Greene  County,  and  finally  under  John 
Hyer,  of  Dent  County.  In  1855  he  entered 
McDowell  College,  now  called  Missouri  51edical 
I College,  at  St.  Louis,  but  later,  on  account  of 
bronchial  troubles,  went  to  Lake  Providence.  La., 
to  recuperate,  xlfter  remaining  in  that  State  for 
j three  winters,  he  returned  to  Phelps  County.  Mo.. 

and  was  there  occupied  in  farming  and  trading  in 
I horses  and  mules.  He  selected  for  his  companion 
in  life  Miss  Ellen  E.  Stiegleman,  a native  of  Cum- 
berland Valley.  Penn.,  and  Wcus  married  to  her  in 
Laclede  County,  Mo.,  in  1861.  Her  father.  Dr. 
Stiegleman,  was  an  eminent  physician  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  received  his  final  summons  in  Mi-^ 
souri.  Her  mother  now  resides  in  Dent  County, ' 
Mo.  In  18<‘)1.  or  the  same  year  of  his  marriage.  Dr. 
Lenox  moved  to  Jackson  County.  Ark.,  settled  in 
Union  Township,  and  the  same  year  enlisted  in 
. Company  A.  Col.  Freeman’s  regiment,  but  did 
not  serve  with  the  regiment,  as  he  received  per 
, mission  to  remove  to  .Vi'kansas.  He  then  went  to 
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Jackson  County,  to  Corinth,  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Fourth  Missouri  Infantry,  Col.  McFar- 
land’s regiment,  after  which  he  participated  in 
the  engagements  around  Corinth,  Jackson,  Ray- 
mond and  Big  Black  Bridge.  Prior  to  the  engage- 
ment  at  Vicksburg,  he  went  to  Little  Rock,  thence 
to  Van  Buren  County,  Ark.,  and  there,  in  1804, 
raised  Company  C (cavalry),  and  was  made  captain 
of  the  same  under  Col.  Coleman.  He  joined  Gen. 
Price’s  raid  through  Missouri,  and  was  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Pilot  Knob.  He  was  captured  near  Jefferson 
City,  and  confined  a prisoner  at  Johnston  Island 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  his  release  he 
returned  to  Van  Buren  County,  Ark.,  engaged  in 
farming,  and  there  remained  until  coming  to  Jack- 
son  County  in  1878,  as  above  stated.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  in  Van  Buren 
County  in  1873,  and  has  thus  continued  ever  since, 
having  built  up  a paying  and  profitable  practice.  In 
connection  with  this  Dr.  Lenox  is  also  engaged  in 
cultivating  the  soil,  having  purchased  210  acres,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  eighty  acres,  and  now 
has  forty  acres  in  tillable  condition.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  the  Doctor’s  land  are  in 
White  County,  and  he  is  also  engaged  in  raising 
stock.  He  is  not  active  in  politics,  and  does  not 
vote;  in  school  matters  he  takes  a decided  inter- 
est, and  is  connected  with  an  incorporated  school 
at  Pleasant  Plains,  being  trustee  of  the  same.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Lenox  are  members  of  the  organization 
collectively  known  as  Ecclesia  of  the  Deity,  com- 
posed individually  of  Christ  Adelphians,  which 
means  Church  of  God,  composed  of  Christ’s 
Brethren.  To  their  marriage  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Shelby  L.,  Laura  E. , Florence  O., 

Edna  G.  and  Pearley  E. 

George  W.  Littleton,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
of  Village  Towmship,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Martha  (Brown)  Littleton,  the  former  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  latter  born  in  Tennessee, 
in  which  latter  State  this  worthy  couple  were  mar- 
ried. William  Littleton  emigrated  to  Tennessee 
with  his  father  in  1801;  he  was  the  father  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  four  sons  and  four  daughters 
are  still  living.  In  the  order  of  their  birth  George 
W.  was  the  fourth.  In  188(5  he  married  Miss 
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Telitha  Jane  Hall,  a native  of  Virginia,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  seven  chiidrem  viz:  Martin, 
born  in  1858;  Eliza,  who  married  Mr.  Henry  Sul- 
livan in  1873,  and  died  in  1875:  Samuel  P. , who 
was  born  in  1865;  Martha  Lena,  married  John 
Darden,  February  23,  1887;  William,  born  in 
1870;  Amanda,  born  in  1872;  and  Henry,  born  in 
1875.  Mr.  Littleton  and  family  removed  from 
Tennessee  to  Arkansas  in  1872;  he  rented  land 
which  he  farmed  for  several  years,  when  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres,  only  six  acres  of  which  were 
under  cultivation;  he  and  his  sous  cleared  forty- 
nine  acres  of  this  place,  and  he  is  now  negotiating 
the  purchase  of  220  acres  in  Bird  Township,  Jack- 
son  County,  125  acres  of  which  are  cleared  and 
broken,  to  which  place  he  expects  to  move.  He 
has  some  very  fine  stock  on  his  place,  among  which 
are  thirteen  blooded  horses,  good  grades  of  cattle, 
and  about  eighty  hogs  of  the  best  breeds.  In  poli- 
tics IMr.  Littleton  is  inclined  to  be  liberal.  In 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  First  Regiment 
Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  immediately 
promoted  to  the  sergeantcy,  and  subsequently  be- 
came first  lieutenant,  thus  serving  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  in  all  three  years  and  four  months. 

George  A.  Lockard,  deputy  county  clerk  at 
Jacksonport,  Jackson  County,  Ark.  This  promi- 
nent citizen  of  the  county  owes  his  nativity  to 
Breckinridge  County,  Ky.,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curi'ed  on  the  5th  day  of  June.  1846.  His  parents, 
Phillip  A.  and  Armilda  (Dowell)  Lockard,  are  na" 
tives,  respectively,  of  Westmoreland  County.  Va. , 
and  Breckinridge  County,  Ky.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  the  latter  State  w’hither  the  father  had 
come  when  a boy,  and  there  remained  until  1849, 
when  he  and  family  moved  to  Jackson  County, 
Ark.  Thev’  located  at  Jacksonport,  and  there  the 
father  engaged  in  the  liverv  business  until 
about  the  year  1852,  at  which  time  he  moved  to 
the  country  near  Jacksonport,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  overseer  of  slaves,  in  said  county, 
until  the  year  1856.  iMoving  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana  he  continued  as  overseer  of  slaves  on  a 
plantation,  near  Donaldsonville,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  March,  1859.  Then  in  the  fall 
following  the  mother  and  family  returned  to  Jack- 
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son  County,  Ark.,  and  there  remained  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  November  of  1859.  The 
family  consisted  of  live  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  only  survivor,  he  being  only  three 
years  old  when  his  father  first  moved  to  Arkansas. 
At  his  mother’s  death  he  returned  to  the  land  of 
his  nativity,  and  remained  there  during  the  war, 
and  in  1866  returned  to  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  such  educa- 
tion  as  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded,  and,  at  an 
early  age,  he  began  the  occupation  of  clerk  in  the 
mercantile  business,  at  Jacksonport,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Since  the  year  1878  he  has  been 
acting  as  deputy  clerk  of  Jackson  County,  and 
at  present  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a 
pioneer  of  J ackson  County,  and  during  his  residence 
here  has  witnessed  many  changes  in  the  way  of 
improvements,  etc.  He  was  married,  in  May,  1885, 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Bach,  a native  of  Germany,  and  the 
fruits  of  his  union  are  two  sons;  George  A.  and 
Franklin  A.  Mr.  Lockard  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  American  Legion  of  Honor. 
Mrs.  Lockard  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Samuel  W.  Loftin,  a general  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  residing  on  Section  15,  township  of  Grubbs, 
Jackson  County,  was  born  in  Rutherford  County, 
Tenn. , August  31, 1834.  His  parents  were  Eldredge 
and  Elizabeth  (Moore)  Loftin,  natives,  respectively, 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The  father  died 
two  years  after  his  location  in  Jackson  County, 
Ark.,  which  was  in  1849;  the  mother  died  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1840.  Samuel  W.  received  a limited 
common  school  education  in  the  private  schools  of 
Tennessee,  and  in  1857  commenced  business  for 
himself.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Denton, 
whose  birth  occurred  August  12,  1843,  and  of 
their  eight  children,  four  died  in  infancy;  those 
living  are  Sallie,  born  Janxiary  19,  1867  (who  fin- 
ished her  education  at  Jacksonport,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Eli  Evans,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  has 
three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living;  Bertha, 
born  in  1886,  and  Elizabeth,  born  in  1888),  Rob- 
ert M. , born  December  15,  1873;  Rachel  E.,  born 
September  12,  1875,  and  Cora,  the  latter  born  July 
25,  1882.  In  1859  5Ir.  Loftin  bought  eighty  acres 


and  industriously  set  to  work  to  clear  and  im[)rove. 
He  afterward  bought  200  acres  more,  and  built  a 
comfortable  farm  house,  in  w'hich  the  family  now 
live.  Mr.  Loftin  takes  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  proposes  to  give  his  children 
the  advantages  of  a good  ediication,  as,  having  beeti 
deprived  of  the  same  himself,  he  realizes  its  im- 
portance, and  does  not  wish  them  to  grow  up  in 
ignorance,  and  the  humiliating  consciousnes.s  that 
they  are  inferior  to  others  in  that  direction.  Mrs. 
Loftin  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  family  is  highly  respected  by  all. 

B.  R.  IMcDearmon,  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens and  manufacturers  of  Weldon,  Ark.,  is  a native 
of  Tennessee,  having  been  born  in  AVilson  County, 
September  19,  1858.  His  parents  were  AVilliam 
and  Martha  (AATight)  McDearmon,  of  Tennes- 
see. His  father  came  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  of  contractor  and  builder,  till 
! his  death  in  1879  or  1880.  The  mother  died  xA.pril 
19.  1887.  They  were  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  father  was  a Democrat, 
and  served  four  years  in  the  Southern  army,  being 
once  captured,  but  never  wounded.  T’ne  sub  ject 
of  this  sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  Batesville. 
and  attended  the  State  University  at  Fayetteville 
one  year,  receiving  a good  English  and  scientific 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  w’ent  to 
Tennessee  for  his  health,  and  spent  two  years  as 
apprentice  with  S.  L.  Garrett,  a noted  architect  of 
Louisburg,  Tenn.  In  1879  he  returned  to  Arkan- 
sas, and,  on  account  of  his  father’s  ill  health,  ran 
his  saw  mill  on  what  is  now  the  Pickett  farm,  at  the 
same  time  carrying  on  the  same  business  ten  miles 
south  of  New'port.  In  1880  he  sold  his  father's 
mill  (after  his  death),  and  in  1888  his  own,  in  the 
meantime  having  built  the  grist-mill  and  machine 
shops  at  Weldon.  He  also  in  1888  built  the  larg- 
est cotton-gin  and  press  in  the  county.  Noveu)ber 
15,  1881,  he  married  Miss  Susan  L.  Shoffner, 
daughter  of  A.  E.  and  Martha  (Patterson)  Shoffner. 
Mr.  Shoffner  being  a prominent  farmer  of  Jackson 
County.  They  have  two  daughters;  Pearl,  three 
years  old,  and  Node,  eight  months,  respectively. 
Mr.  McDearmon,  who  has  been  active  in  the  de- 


of  w'ild  land,  upon  which  he  erected  a log  cabin,  : velopment  of  A\  eldon,  now  owns  several  town  lots. 
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and  two  blocks  in  the  town.  In  connection  with 
the  milling  and  ginning  business,  he  does  general 
repairing  and  manufacturing,  and  takes  no  part  in  \ 
politics. 

Roberts  Manly,  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Union  Township,  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  was  born 
January  16,  1830,  in  Henderson  County,  Term., 
a son  of  Elkarp  and  Catherine  (Roberts)  Manly, 
who  are  of  English  and  Irish  descent,  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  and  who  both  died  in  Tennessee. 
In  1855  Mr.  Manly  went  to  Missouri,  locating  in 
Dunklin  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
ten  years,  and  in  1866  located  on  his  present  farm 
in  Arkansas,  which  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  fine 
land,  sixty  of  which  are  in  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
cotton  being  the  principal  crop;  on  this  farm  he  has 
planted  a very  tine  and  large  apple  orchard,  con- 
taining the  very  best  varieties,  his  object  being  to 
raise  fruit  which  will  keep  the  year  round.  Mr. 
Manly,  by  his  thrift  and  perseverance,  has  made 
all  the  tine  improvements  to  be  seen  ripon  his  farm. 
"While  he  had  not  the  advantages  of  an  education, 
he  is  greatly  interested  in  the  schools,  and  believes 
the  interests  of  the  country  could  be  best  subserved  , 
by  liberally  educating  the  children.  Mr.  Manly 
married  Miss  Mary  Armstrong,  of  North  Carolina. 
By  this  union  there  were  seven  children,  one,  W.  S. 
Manly,  growing  to  manhood,  and  now  residing  in 
Marion  County,  Ark.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Manly  died 
in  1863,  and  Mr.  Manly  was  again  married,  to  Mrs. 
Rhoda  (Bates)  Berry,  a widow,  and  a native  of 
Georgia.  They  had  one  child,  Rufus  H.  Manly, 
born  in  1866.  The  other  children  were  William, 
Sutton,  Elizabeth,  Harriet  and  Tennessee  Caroline; 
two  daughters  and  one  son  are  now  living.  Mr. 
Manly,  his  wife  and  children,  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church;  Mr.  Manly  being  a 
Democrat,  and  a member  of  Jackson  Lodge  No. 
91,  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  was  formerly  a Whig. 

Fred  J.  Mason,  farmer,  Jacksonport,  Ark.  Of 
the  many  residents  of  foreign  birth  in  Jackson 
County,  none  are  more  honest,  industrious  or  more 
deserving  of  success  than  the  German  element  of 
which  Mr.  Mason  is  a representative.  He  was  born 
in  Saxony,  December  16,  1810,  and  his  parents, 
Carl  and  Christina  (Gehering)  5Iason,  were  natives 


of  the  same  province.  The  father  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  the  old  country.  In  1852  he 
sailed  to  America,  taking  passage  at  Bremen  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  landed  at  New  York  City  after 
a forty-two  days’  ocean  voyage.  He  came  as  far  as 
Butfalo  by  railroad,  then  took  a boat  on  Lake 
Erie,  went  from  there  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  thence 
to  Cincinnati,  and  from  there  down  the  Ohio  River, 
stopping  in  Southern  Indiana.  They  located  in  Per- 
ry County,  and  there  both  parents  died.  They  had 
three  childi’en:  Fred  J.,  Augusta  and  Christopher. 
The  eldest  child,  Fred  J. , was  only  eleven  years 
old  when  he  came  to  America,  and  he  remained  in 
Indiana  with  his  parents  until  of  age.  During 
the  stirring  period  of  the  war  he  came  to  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  was  there  employed  as  butcher 
for  the  government,  remaining  in  that  capacity  un- 
til cessation  of  hostilities.  He  subsequently  moved 
to  Batesville,  where  he  followed  the  butcher' s trade 
for  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869  he  came  to 
Jacksonport,  Ark.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for 
fourteen  years.  For  the  past  few  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming,  and  has  one  of  the  finest 
tracts  of  land  along  the  river,  700  acres  in  all,  with 
200  acres  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Mason  makes 
his  residence  in  Jacksonport,  and  is  a progressive 
and  enterprising  citizen.  He  was  married,  in  1868. 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Sharp,  nee  Y'oung,  by  whom  he  has 
five  children;  Frank,  Carrie,  Ruth,  Fred  and  Fan- 
nie. His  wife  Mary  died  January  15,  1883,  and 
Mr.  Mason  married  his  present  wife,  Ella  Cameron. 
September  12,  1886. 

Dr.  David  May,  practicing  physician  and  farm- 
er, is  a large  planter,  of  Breckinridge  Town.ship. 
He  was  born  in  Missouri.  November  15,  1826. 
His  parents  were  John  anel  Guyan  (Morgan)  May. 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  who  moved 
to  what  is  now'  Bollinger  County,  Mo.,  about  1820. 
David’s  father  was  born  in  1759,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  ran  aw'ay  from  home, 
and  joined  the  x4merican  army,  serving  four  years 
in  the  field,  and  the  last  three  years  of  that  strug- 
gle as  a hospital  nurse.  On  coming  to  Missouri  he 
bought  160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  lived,  and 
died  in  1841.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  both  him- 
self and  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  a family  of  eight 
children:  William  (deceased),  Hamilton  (deceased),  ' 
Andrew  (deceased);  Alpha,  wife  of  James  Boker, 
farmer,  of  Missouri;  Eliza,  of  South  Missouri; 
Mary,  wife  of  x4.nderson  Virgin,  farmer,  of  Missouri,  i 
and  John  (deceased).  Dr.  May  was  raised  on  a 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  : 
schools,  and  in  the  academic  school  near  Bloom-  j 
field.  Mo.  When  a young  man  he  secured  med- 
ical works,  which  he  studied  for  the  purpose  of  at-  ' 
tending  his  own  family,  but,  the  demand  being 
great,  in  1875,  he  went  to  Nashville  and  attended 
a course  of  medical  lectures,  and  has  since  had  a 
successful  general  practice,  until  the  present,  when 
he  is  about  retiring.  x4.t  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  began  his  career  as  a farmer,  and  in  1850  married  ; 
Miss  Rina  W.  Naremore.  They  had  one  child, 
George  W. , born  April  5,  1851,  who  now  lives  in  : 
Jackson  County.  Mrs.  May  died  in  1876,  and  in  ‘ 
1877  he  married  Evaline  T.  Gwynn,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  who  had  one  child,  but  both  mother  and  : 
child  died  in  1878,  and  the  same  year  our  sub- 
ject married  Sarah  E.  McMinn,  relict  of  Jos-  i 
eph  W.  McMinn.  They  have  one  child,  Will- 
iam Lee,  ten  years  old.  In  1848  Dr.  May  came 
to  Jackson  County  and  settled  on  what  is  now  , 
the  Pickett  farm.  He  bought  and  entered  160  ■ 
acres  of  land,  cleared  fifty  or  sixty  acres  of  the 
same,  and  in  1858  sold  it  and  entered  160  acres  of  ' 
the  farm  he  now  works,  which  was  then  in  the 
woods.  He  now  owns  600  acres  of  land,  havinjr 
200  acres  under  cultivation,  all  of  which  he  cleared. 
During  his  residence  here  of  forty-one  years.  Dr.  i 
May  has  seen  a great  many  changes,  and  has  done  ! 
his  share  in  the  development  of  the  country.  He 
served  as  magistrate  sixteen  years,  during  which  i 
time  but  one  appeal  was  taken  from  his  decision,  | 
and  that  appeal  was  not  su.stained.  He  and  his  ! 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for  ' 
the  last  twenty  years  he  has  filled  the  position  of  I 
local  minister  of  that  church.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Royal  xlrcanum,  is  a Wheeler,  and  votes  the  : 
Democratic  ticket.  In  addition  to  his  farmiucr  and 

1 

practice,  Dr.  May  is  taking  some  interest  in  horse  j 
and  mule  breeding,  and  has  as  good  a stock  farm  i 
as  there  is  in  the  county.  | 


William  Miller,  planter  and  stock  raiser,  was 
born  in  Humphreys  County,  Term.,  in  1869,  the 
oldest  of  tw'o  boys  born  to  Henry  and  Louisa  (Cole) 
Miller,  natives  of  Tennessee.  The  parents  dying 
when  the  boys  were  quite  young,  they  were  left  to 
depend  upon  themselves.  Our  subject  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  also  learned  wood-work,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of 
Tennessee.  He  was  married  in  Hum])hreys  Countv. 
Tenn. , in  1857,  to  Martha  Jane  Plummer,  of  Ten- 
nessee, daughter  of  John  and  Parthena  {Mat- 
this)  Plummer,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated 
to  Tennessee  in  an  early  day,  w'here  thev  died. 
After  his  marriage  William  settled  on  a farm,  and 
in  1861  enlisted  in  Capt.  McAdoo's  company  for 
three  years;  he  was  in  the  battles  of  Bell  Buckle, 
Tallahassee,  where  he  was  taken  sick,  and  sent  to 
Atlanta,  where  he  remained  two  months,  when  he 
returned  to  Tallahassee.  He  was  in  the  campaigns 
in  North  Alabama,  East  and  Middle  Tennessee  and 
North  Mississippi,  and  in  1865  surrendered  under 
Col.  Hurd.  In  1872  Mr.  Miller  came  to  Jackson 
County,  Ark.,  settling  in  Bird  Township,  where, 
in  1880,  he  bought  120  acres  of  improved  land; 
he  has  continued  to  improve  it.  and  has  now  nine- 
ty acres  under  cultivation,  having  planted  a good 
orchard,  and  has  all  varieties  of  fruit.  He  raises 
hogs,  horses  and  cattle.  In  1879  his  wife  died 
leaving  four  children:  Henry  (married),  James 
William  (married),  Charles  Lafayette,  and  Louisa 
(now  Mrs.  R.  Donahoe),  all  residing  in  Bird  Town- 
ship. In  Jackson  County,  in  1881,  Mr.  Miller 
married  Belle  Corson,  a native  of  North  Alabama, 
daughter  of  Charley  and  Julia  (Anderson)  Corson, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  Alabama.  They  have 
had  four  children:  Jesse,  Dawson,  Julia  Pinckney 
and  Rosa  Lee.  Our  subject  is  not  active  in  poli- 
tics, and  votes  independently.  He  has  been  road 
overseer,  and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church;  he  is  practically  a self-made  man. 
and  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  county. 

Lancelot  IMinor  is  a leadintr  member  of  the 
bar  of  Jackson  County,  and  owes  his  nativity  to 
x41bemarle  County,  Va. , his  birth  occurring  in 
Charlottesville.  June  16,  1847.  He  inherits  Scotch 
and  Irish  blood  from  his  ancestors,  and  is  a son 
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of  Dr.  Charles  and  Lucy  W.  (Minor)  Minor,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Louisa  County,  Va. , the 
father’s  birth  occurring  at  what  was  known  as 
Minor’s  Folly,  the  old  homestead.  He  was  reared 
on  this  farm,  and  upon  reaching  a proi^er  age  be 
gan  the  study  of  medicine,  and  became  a graduate 
of  a medical  university  of  his  native  State,  and  of 
one  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  both  noted  colleges. 
He  first  entered  upon  his  practice  in  Albemarle 
County,  Va. , continuing  there  until  1854,  then 
gave  up  his  profession  and  established  the  Brook- 
hill  College,  or  preparatory  school,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully conducted  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  Civil  War.  He  then  raised  a company  and 
sent  it  into  service,  but  was  unable  to  go  himself, 
and  died  in  1862  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  until  1879,  when  she,  too, 
followed  him  to  the  grave.  Seven  of  the  family 
of  thirteen  children  born  to  them  are  now  living: 
Mrs.  William  R.  Abbott,  wdiose  husband  is  prin- 
cipal of  the  Bellevue  Institute  of  Bedford  County, 
Va. ; Mrs.  Loed,  a widow  residing  in  Wilmington, 
N.  C. ; Lancelot,  Kate,  residing  in  Virginia;  John 
B.,  Jr.,  also  in  Virginia;  Annie  and  Dr.  J.  C.,  of 
Walnut  Ridge,  Ark.  Both  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal grandfathers  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  were  well  educated  men,  having 
prepared  themselves  for  a professional  life,  but 
were  practically  good  farmers.  Lancelot  Minor  re- 
sided on  his  father’s  farm  until  Civil  War  times, 
then  left  the  Brookhill  school,  of  which  his  father 
was  manager,  to  take  up  arms  for  the  Confederate 
cause.  He  enlisted  in  Rock  Bridge  Artillery,  and 
served  the  cause  he  espoused,  faithfully  and  w'ell, 
until  April  8,  1865,  when  he  was  wounded  at 
Cumberland  Church,  Virginia,  by  a gun- shot  pass- 
ing through  his  right  lung.  He  was  left  at  a 
farm  house,  being  thought  dead,  but  at  the 
end  of  about  five  days  he  began  to  recover,  and 
in  the  care  of  the  kind  people  with  whom 
he  was  left  he  remained  until  he  was  thor- 
oughly convalescent,  but,  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  had  become  paralyzed.  He  remained 
in  this  condition  until  1867,  when  he  recovered 
the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  soon  after  resumed  fann- 
ing, ccmtinuing  until  1868,  when  he  was  taken 


with  the  pioneer  fever,  and  determined  to  push 
westward.  He  did  so,  and  settled  at  Miami 
County,  Kas. , where  he  farmed  until  1870,  then 
came  overland  to  Jacksonport,  Ark. , and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  dairying  at  this  point  up  to  i 
1875.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  reading  law. 
and  in  the  above  mentioned  year  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  formed  a partnership  with  his 
brother,  Charles,  which  continued  up  to  the  lat- 
ter's death,  in  1879.  After  being  in  practice 
alone  for  four  years,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Franklin  Doswell,  one  of  the  oldest  attorneys 
in  Jackson  County,  and  their  connection  has  since 
continued,  the  firm  being  known  as  Minor  A Dos- 
well. They  make  a strong  legal  firm,  and,  by  their 
superior  abilities,  command  a large  patronage  in  ! 
this  and  surrounding  counties.  Mr.  Minor  owns 
a great  deal  of  real  estate  in  Jackson  County,  and 
is  the  originator  of  the  IVhite  River  Stock  Breed- 
er’s Association,  of  which  he  is  the  president. 
They  have  forty  acres  with  a mile  track  for  train- 
ing, which  is  now  under  the  management  of  Prof. 
Menkie.  Mr.  Minor  is  deeply  interested  in  this 
enterprise,  and,  so  far,  it  has  proved  a decided 
success.  He  has  attained  the  highest  degree  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P.  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  been 
a member  of  the  city  council,  and  is  at  present 
chief  of  the  tire  department.  He  was  married, 
in  1868,  to  Miss  Emma  W.  Minor,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  two  children.  Charles  and 
Louisa,  but  in  1884  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her 
death.  In  July,  1887,  he  espoused  his  second 
wife.  Miss  Theo  Ferguson,  of  Augusta,  Ark.  They 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  j 

Nathaniel  D.  Moon,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
was  born  July  19,  1844,  and  in  1858  came  to  Ar- 
I kansas  with  his  parents,  Leroy  and  Mary  A.  (Culpi 
Moon,  who  were  natives  of  Alabama.  Nathaniel 
was  raised  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  private  schools  of  Alabama,  and  the  public 
schools  of  Arkansas,  and  in  1868  came  with  his 
parents  to  Jackson  County,  and  in  1869  bought  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Section  1,  erected  a double 
log-house?  and  at  once  commenced  clearing  and 
improving  the  land,  and  in  1870  put  four  acres 
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into  corn;  each  vear  he  went  through  , the  same  ^ 
routine,  and  iu  1875  had  thirty-eight  acres  under 
cultivation.  At  various  times  he  bought  adjoining 
land,  until  the  homestead  now  contains  280  acres, 
Mr.  Moon  at  the  present  time  owning  874  acres,  ! 
200  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  In  1883 
he  entered  the  mercantile  business  with  A.  J. 
Mills,  opening  up  a stock  of  family  groceries  and 
drugs.  In  1885  J.  H.  Elvers  was  admitted  to 
partnership,  the  business  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  Mills.  Moon  & Co.,  for  one  year, 
when  Mr.  Myers  withdrew.  Messrs.  Mills  & Moon 
continuing  the  same  until  1888,  ■when  Mr.  Moon 
retired  to  private  life.  November  25,  1806,  Mr. 
Moon  married  Miss  Frances  M.  Dickenson,  of 
Tennessee.  They  had  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living:  Mollie  W.  (born  October  16,  1867), 
Leroy  W.  tl)orn  March  16,  1871),  Ozella  K.  (born 
December  27,  1873)  and  James  N.  (born  February 
19,  1879).  June  15,  1884,  Mr.  Moon  married 
Miss  Myra  E.  Lawlei-,  of  Arkansas.  One  child 
was  born  to  them,  which  died.  Mr.  Moon  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  Thornburg  Lodge  No. 
371,  A.  F.  Sc  A.  M. , and  is  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  He  always  takes  an  interest  in  enter- 
prises for  the  advancement  and  progress  of  the 
county  and  State. 

John  T.  Moon,  an  enterprising  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Glass  Township,  Jackson  County,  was 
born  in  Washington  Coirnty.  Ark.,  in  185(.),  being 
the  fourth  in  a family  of  eight  children  born  to  Le- 
roy and  Mary  (Culp)  Moon,  natives  of  Alabama. 
In  early  life  Leroy  Moon  was  a school-teacher. 
He  was  married  in  Alabama,  and,  in  1848,  located 
in  Washington  County,  Ark.,  wdiere  he  purchased 
a large  farm,  which  he  disposed  of.  and  removed 
to  Calhoun  County,  thence  to  Glass  Township, 
Jackson  County,  in  1868,  settling  near  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  where  he  died  in  November, 
1880.  He  was  Democratic  in  principle,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  politics  in  Washington  and  Cal- 
houn Counties.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still 
living,  and  resides  near  S wifton.  John  T.  Moon  re- 
mained at  home  until  his  father’s  death,  and  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  on  the  old  homestead. 
In  1880  he  purchased  160  acres  in  Glass  Township, 


which  he  partly  cleared,  adding  240  acres,  so  that 
his  farm  now  contains  400  acres,  of  which  seventy- 
five  are  under  cultivation.  He  has  made  many  im- 
provements, having  erected  a good  frame  house 
and  started  a good  orchard.  He  devotes  considera- 
ble attention  to  stock  raising,  keeping  good  grades. 
In  1875  Mr.  Moon  married  Julia  Dozier,  who  was 
born  in  Greene  County.  Ark. . and  is  a daughter  of 
William  Herndon  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (James)  Do- 
zier, natives  of  Kentucky.  She  is  of  French  de- 
scent on  the  paternal  side,  and  her  grandfather, 
Zachariah  Dozier,  was  an  early  settler  of  Louis- 
ville, which  was  his  permanent  home.  The'  father 
of  Mrs.  Moon  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  re- 
moved from  Greene  County  to  Pocahontas,  Ran- 
dolph County,  where  he  lived  several  years.  He 
died  in  1859,  and  his  widow  survived  until  August, 
1887.  Of  the  two  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moon  only  one  is  living,  Joseph  Leroy.  Mr.  Moon 
is  a Democrat  politically,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his 
county,  lending  hearty  and  liberal  support  to  ail 
worthy  public  enterprises. 

Stej^hen  J.  Moore,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Cache  Township,  Jackson  County,  is  a native  of 
Person  County,  N.  C. , and  was  born  Mai'ch  28, 
1829.  His  parents  were  Alfred  L.  and  Sarah 
(Cates)  Moore,  both  born  in  North  Carolina.  Philip 
Moore,  grandfather  of  Stephen  J. , was  a native 
of  New  York,  and  his  parents  were  natives  of 
England.  Phillip  IMoore  was  a prominent  church 
worker  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination, 
and  held  many  important  offices  in  his  county;  his 
father,  Stephen  Moore,  was  a veteran  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  was  second  in  command  of  the  force 
that  was  captured  through  Arnold's  treason.  Philip 
was  a planter  and  machinist,  and,  when  a voung 
man,  went  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  married 
and  reared  his  family:  he  built  the  first  horse- 
power threshing  machine  ever  used  in  that  part  of 
North  Carolina,  and  served  ,a  long  time  as  survevor, 
at  which  latter  work  he  contracted  pleurisy,  which 
terminated  his  life  in  December,  1840.  Alfred  L. 
Moore  was  an  enterprising  and  successful  planter, 
of  North  Carolina,  and  he  and  family  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Ej)i.scopal  Church;  the  fath 
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er’s  death  occurred  in  August,  1883.  and  that  of 
his  wife  in  April,  1884,  each  living  to  be  about 
eighty-tkree  years  of  age.  Ste[>hen  J.  is  the  third 
child  of  a,  family  of  seven,  viz.:  William  L.  la 
farmer,  teacher,  and  mechanic,  enlisted  in  the 
Confederate  army  in  Texas,  and  met  his  death  at 
Richmond,  Va. , in  1864).  Caroline  (became  the  wife 
of  A.  H.  Bumpass,  a farmer  of  North  Carolina, 
and  died  April  17,  1889,  leaving  a family  of  nine 
children),  Rufus  R.  (wms  a farmer,  who  married  and 
had  two  sons;  he  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
and  was  killed  in  the  secontl  battle  of  the  Wilder 
ness,  in  1805;  his  two  sons  are  DeWitt  and  Rufus, 
the  former  now  living  on  the  original  iMoore  home- 
stead, and  the  latter  a merchant  at  Birmingham, 
N.  C.),  Susan  (is  the  wife  of  Henry  Foust,  a farmer 
and  mechanic,  living  in  Chicot  County,  N.  C. ), 
Sarah  E.  (married  William  Moore,  a teacher  and 
farmer,  of  Washington,  Hempstead  County,  Ark. ; 
they  have  six  daughters  and  one  son),  and  Alfred 
Dudley  (a  farmer,  of  Person  County.  N.  C.,  hav- 
ing a family  of  live  children).  Stephen  J.  Moore 
was  reared  to  the  pursuit  of  farming,  in  Person 
County,  N.  C. , and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  one  year  in  his  native  State, 
after  which  he  went  to  Sumter  County,  Ala., 
where  he  remained  three  years,  going  thence  to 
Greenfield,  Dade  County,  Mo.,  where  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  mercantile  business  for  four 
■years.  In  1859  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  North 
Carolina.  August  16,  1859,  he  manied  Sarah 
Jane  Burton,  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  and  Nancy 
Burton,  natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  Burton  was  a prominent  j 
farmer  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  Prior  to  the 
birth  of  Mrs.  (Burton)  Moore,  her  parents  lived  in 
the  Cherokee  Territory,  afterward  moving  to  Ala- 
bama, where  she  was  born  March  2,  1835.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  have  been  born  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  those  living  are; 
Nancy  E.  (wife  of  George  T.  Damerson,  a native 
of  Randolph  County,  Mo.  ),  Fanny  (wife  of  W.  H. 
Wise,  a merchant,  of  Weldon,  Ark.),  Alfred  T. 
(born  March  15,  1868,  a graduate  of  Jones  Com- 
mercial College,  of  St.  Louis),  IMargaret  J.  (born 
November  28,  1870,  attending  the  school  for  the 


blind,  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.),  Georgia  (born  Janu- 
ary 21,  1873,  also  attending  the  blind  school  at 
Little  Rock).  Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Moore  returned  to  Dade  County,  Mo.,  and  the 
same  year  went  to  Texas,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  three  montlis,  then  sold  out  and 
went  to  Kemper  County,  Miss. ; he  farmed  one 
year,  railroaded  one  year,  and,  in  April,  1862,  en- 
listed in  the  Thirty-fifth  iMississippi  Regiment;  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth.  luka,  Chick- 
asaw Bayou,  and  all  the  summer  campaign  in 
Georgia;  August  26,  1864,  he  was  captured  in 
front  of  Atlanta,  and  remained  a prisoner  of  war 
at  Nashville,  Tenn. , Louisville  and  Camp  Douglas, 
until  June,  1865,  when  the  close  of  the  war  set 
him  free.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm,  which  he 
v.mrked  until  November,  1869,  when  he  emigrated 
to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  bought  and  settled 
upon  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He 
first  bought  105  acres  of  land,  very  little  of  which 
was  cleared;  he  cleared,  improved  and  built,  add- 
ing to  his  acres  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now 
owns  235  acres,  120  acres  of  which  are  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moore  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  except  Alfred,  who 
is  a Baptist.  The  family  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them,  and  Mr.  Moore  has  done  his  share 
toward  the  support  of  worthy,  public  enterprises. 

William  H.  iMorris,  a farmer,  residing  at  New- 
port, and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Jackson  County, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1834.  He  is  a son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  (Proc- 
tor) Morris,  of  New  AMrk  City  and  Boston,  Mass., 
respectively.  The  Morris  family  are  of  French 
descent.  William  H.  Morris,  Sr.,  was  married  in 
New’  York  State,  and  a few  years  after  removed 
with  his  bride  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  which  was  almost 
nothing  but  a wilderness  at  that  period,  and  owned 
a portion  of  the  land  upon  which  the  city  now- 
stands.  In  1838  he  moved  to  little  Rook.  Ark. . 
where  he  entered  into  commercial  life  and  carried 
on  a successful  business  until  1840,  when  he 
moved  to  Austin,  in  Prairie  County.  IMr;  Morris 
remained  in  that  county  for  one  year,  and  then 
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removed  to  what  is  now  Jackson  County,  bringing 
with  him  his  stock  of  merchandise  and  locating  at 
Elizabeth,  then  the  county  seat  of  this  county. 
He  continued  in  business  at  that  point  until  1854, 
when  he  changed  his  business  to  Jacksonport, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  1855,  the 
mother  dying  at  Little  ilock,  while  residing  in 
that  city.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
of  whom  two  still  live,  and  after  the  mother’s 
death,  the  father  married  a second  time,  this  union 
giving  him  three  children:  Robert.  John  and  Anna. 
During  the  early  days  of  his  settlement  he  was 
postmaster  at  Elizabeth.  At  that  time  coon  skins 
and  beeswax  were  legal  tenders  for  postage. 
William  H.  Morris  was  quite  young  on  his  arrival 
in  Jackson  County,  and  was  given  the  best  educa- 
tion to  be  had  at  that  time.  He  was  early  in  life 
instructed  in  commercial  atfairs,  and  was  taught  to 
look  upon  it  as  being  marked  out  for  his  after 
career.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  almost 
of  age,  and  was  then  associated  with  several  prom- 
inent firms  in  Jacksonport  and  Newport.  In  1809 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  commenced 
cultivating  the  land,  and  now  has  175  acres,  out  of 
500,  under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  In  1857 
he  was  married  to  Miss  xlmelia  C.  Hamilton,  of 
Alabama,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children,  three 
of  them  now  living;  Marguerite  E..  wife  of 
Stephen  Brundidge,  Jr.,  of  White  Coimty,  Ark.; 
Savannah  H.  and  Charles  M.  Mr.  Morris  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Jackson  County,  having  witnessed 
a great  many  changes  from  the  time  of  his  arrival 
to  the  present  day. 

B.  C.  Morrison  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Morrison,  Decker  A Co.,  manufacturers  of  tight 
barrel  staves  and  hardwood  lumber,  at  Newport. 
Mr.  Morrison  was  born  in  Denmark,  on  the  11th  of 
March,  1848,  and  until  his  twentieth  year  resided 
in  his  native  land,  and  learned  farming  and  tavern 
keeping  of  his  father,  who  followed  both  occupa- 
tions. Becoming  imbued  with  the  idea  that  better 
oppoilunities  were  offered  to  young  men  of  push  and 
energy  in  the  New  World,  he  determined  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  “ land  of  the  free,”  and  accord- 
ingly, in  April.  1808,  he  took  passage  at  Hamburg, 

56 


and  landed  at  Quebec  in  May.  He  immediately 
wended  his  way  to  Racine,  Wis. , where  he  hired 
out  to  a farmer,  remaining  with  him  four  months, 
then  entered  a cooper  shop  to  learn  the  trade,  and 
this  occupation  received  his  attention  until  the  fall 
of  1804,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Wisconsin 
Heavy  Artillery,  United  States  Army,  and  was  a 
faithful  servant  of  his  adopted  country  until  July, 
1805,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service.  He 
returned  to  his  former  home  at  Racine,  where  he 
worked  as  a journeyman  for  some  time.  In  1808 
he  is  found  at  work  in  a cooper  shop  in  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  but,  in  1873,  he  determined  to  embark  in 
business  for  himself,  and  from  that  time  until  ISSI 
he  successfully  conducted  a cooper  shop  of  his  own. 
In  the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Newport,  Ark.,  and 
began  building  his  present  mill,  under  the  name 
of  B.  C.  Morrison  & Co.,  and  on  the  lOth  day  of 
January,  1882,  he  raised  steam  in  his  engine,  and 
began  running  his  establishment,  which  is  the 
largest  concern  of  the  kind  in  Northeast  Arkansas. 
They  handle  a great  deal  of  lumber,  piling  and 
staves,  and  give  employment  the  year  round  to  at 
least  300  men.  With  this  mill  they  are  clearing  a 
farm  of  1,700  acres,  and  in  a few  years  they  ex- 
pect to  have  every  acre  of  it  under  cultivation. 
The  present  partnership  was  formed  in  1884,  and. 
in  connection  with  their  stave  and  lumber  factory, 
they  own  a large  saw  mill  at  Pond  Switch,  which 
furnishes  employment  to  about  Jifty  men.  They 
also  own  two  steamboats:  the  ‘‘G.  W.  Decker.” 
w’hich  is  a passenger  boat,  and  the  “Bright  Star.” 
a freight  boat,  both  of  which  run  regularly  up  as 
far  as  Cherokee  Bay.  These  gentlemen  may  be 
termed  benefactors  of  the  community  in  which 
they  reside,  for  they  have  done  much  to  open  uj) 
Jackson  County,  and  have  added  materially  to  its 
commercial  standing.  They  are  building  good 
houses,  and  have  a railroad  of  their  own,  which  is 
three  miles  in  length.  IMr.  Morrison  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  Prater,  a native  of 
Illinois,  in  1868. 

Jasper  Nance.  One  of  the  best  known  men  in 
mercantile  circles  in  Jack.son  County  is  iMr.  Nance, 
who  keeps  a general  store  in  Cow  Lake  Township. 
He  was  born  in  w'hat  is  now  Woodruff  Count v, 

I • 


'll 


! flip  ,Jji  I ijfii. 


„■  ' •.•Jl 
i ii  ; , I • 
■,.  >!  I'-K'f' 


; j.  I 

) 


,/  Ilf.  iiJno  j 

j ; , ;i  ff,-  J., 

"f;  f/  i'+l!  ■ ■-■  ."■ ' I . ' 

'1'"  I i\T  ,'ji  ■ 1 ; ■ I 

• >I.  '.ti  i|i'  i'  l*'  i 


t!iU  -I  I 

•V  1 i.J ’virw  •<'!i 

it’i  , I'j  ' i:  ' •'.'  ll/o 

I ■ . ' '•■  ,“l  I'.Mi't  J . • ‘Ii!m  H'llil 
I'  ,-i  t I'ff'  )■  i!  .inr  n-'|i''v.)0  (J.dil 
i i ■ , •,0  !I'>J  li  *1" 
i;-',  I •,  1 v’lJ/'i 

r,i.  ' ' 11  j.  ■ liii.rr-'ji’ 

if  rf.'W/  -iJ  ••'iif''/  .'■•'ir'l 
■j  iiu  -du  <a  Jyir-rij.i'i'i 

1 i.-u(  Aid.ifii'i,  <'•  rfji 
1 li  -h  j i'/  JJ3  UhJ'  -J  ' i(. 


I,  i-'l  l''‘i  I'lj  -5Ij  f' 


I r-^.  i 
fj  • 


- f 


. ; 1 1 ;i  ■; 
ii  'iC' 

' J 


•i.h 


1 1’ 


ij";  ■'•iVi  ' 

,1m:-:  ,i  Mi  ; ■ 

,(;’r  -■  !> 

• i-.iil Ml. 

•/.  >1.' 

-m’mtJ.'  i' 


•M?  ' ! 


y »n,i  .piHioO  ifi,.:-v!:i)iTf  '/foif  iOfW  oS  iny/omox 
ii.  y.;  "I  bil/i  Vi  -JxJa  »f»f  tnid  ■ 


‘fjtlj  1-0  JiJh-  Mll.t  irr<sd-^ 


t ir  ’)  umJV  lOi,.;'.',!  'bnJ  ‘ 

. J.V.-  ■■■  -■  !..  ...Mi.aoo  'm{ 

• •ivi  /< '.y'  -'  ijlJ  I/.MV_ n.J  nl 

,!b.ii  -,'ut  y;n.f/fjr;<!  ' 

id;  i:o  I 'Vn  . -Vj  ,:f  In 

<:■  j,  t.-j-iiK'r  Mii  jy>i|  y^-tutitfuT. 

_ •4ii:if«ifJ«V.y  mitf 

,u\:hL  i,  ■■  - M'  ■}'  1(1  i- J-g-trii 

yiU'li;  I i.dtjj  ic  y,  1 


Jj  !if.  J.I  ''Viyi  'hni'.  ■i'-jV'isl 

.It  Mi.!!.  I'ifV-/  Ji/-  V.i-J  . 

’ r.  O'l.i,.!  !j  .Uim.'! 

li  -ij;  e'lffl.J  '.if 

, . • , ;i.V;f  mT’TJH}  ■ilii  adT 

'1  H 7;.;  Ji  Jjiv;  iiC'ii  I'Mifioyn.! 

■ ; .I'iifi  ■//::■■■  nr  “'li  nv/'».Y«dii 
■ : ti'f'iirtxdiqciifi  idfjuJ'ioJ 

' odilTl'.'xitr,  ■:  r ildifi 

' .'v?  i’:;.  • 9.' J lui'i  .tCf;- < J .-tli'MdT?- 

/ .doiiii'  lo  dJoJ' , 'i:''..i'  l 

n ’y-fjd'V  M'’ 

: j.-  \ Olll  ^0  fO'l.  M'. ; ''IM  ''M  i 

y M j ’0  jJoif'Tf  9itob  ^T^i'I  VMi'i.i  .fiLi-iMi  v‘»ifj 
',,1  viMj  L^ibha  ' bun  rJixu'O 

• y ’yiibiiwcf  'i’SH  yail'l  -■giiiijjci'vtc)  [j:ir>'i'iiitfiJi/n‘ 
■a  y ,.awo 'X/iM.ii  **  o'/ad.  l<rUi  .xiariisod 

! li.iii  <^f>V  ; ' ■ :iU\  o'^  '-■d<<n  dt 

J-  ,.I  iicin/iKH  im 

r..ut  .,J 

'(»  JIISJ,  '-iV  ')id,  ) '■  ■/'If}.:,., 

i.iitfu-'^L  ylf  ■ • fji '■■- 'i  If. If  /(■  ''  I I'l  f' ' 1 V'/’,'.' f 1 '. 

''■‘I  'l  '■'‘ill  ’’  y'  d)  I’l- •yi'Js' iii  M'Xi'i':,  • fifX') -:f' " 
vfi'fC'i,)  Ti.nJ‘1.  '/  ‘fco.i  I'i  iViifw  ui  mi‘d  et.Tr  f>H 


, J ./'''!  ht.ifr  rjiiM.Mj  -vtiai/nn'.i  ,wi  £H>urtJ.ffiori  f*H 

t K 1 (>t  /■;*  ‘•'tJ  o({  iT*>ffw 

'I’lli  it;  .Ili.iivi'.  is.il  li]‘iiri>f}n(«tni9-x.  «<i  ot9t(w  ; 

1.1  •._}}}!  j.  {)i  ■•.Uii-//  /iwdJ  mIjjiJ  .Uf  gniyjj  todtow 
:t'.i  7.;'j  V'  ■- 1^.' yirt/j  •lift  9T'- '»  voxill  ,'pjM  indi’ ' 
- iMiiji'f.’i  f j,rt‘  I'iii''  owi  rtfoxf'^.  )0 

irdiifL'  .lu)  .•'(jiiiil  fxJriijMit  >f  f-fdJr.^  ail)  ,diuyb 

jJuii.'i.j':  ijaot  :n'«Wi»f'i‘V^tdv*  faii soiyia^ ' 

?«V7  «;<>  iH'MWi.iH.I'.'^  aifil.  1-7  y/&h 

iruif('.ii  a.miJ  ladd +/.  .riiisdMsijiJ  to  ^'^is£  ' 

.‘j’^O-irtdq  ;ki1-  /;t9bo(.j'  y'ld^Mi  ot^jv^/'Tot^ritood  bas 
Bill  n/>  ^jiffo’r  aj./.'  rtcrtol^  .H  auiiUrW 

-};.'>/■) iii'f  'irf')  Jwv’ijj  a.fir/'  f;  )B  aoirfosTi  oi 

"i?u jfi  -{JiO'i  etrrr  mU  'mjti*  *Ao't  1b  I>«ii  ?k/ oJ  ftoii  ; 
Oi  ji'yrri’.j  -iBi'/  bj.ui  J-  T5b  I»vr.n9;i:tt'ii<if>  ol  boPoilsiai 
ent  -Tot  ^niwl  rjjs  li  aofju  iool  ■ 

/hi-yr'lit-i'-iOfriai  sH  ’ 

iHHiV’j-  db'f7  uadi  fxa  ff  baa  lo 

nl  .ifioc{7''‘>'5?  iiiia  .J^oq/rofiJorit  lii  ennii  iireni' 

i Mjd'iff.iuff'j'j  .IqiiK  (‘Tio’!  did  ftoendaioq' ad  ■ 

:;‘j  1} n 1; . .Irtf -itiB  ''T  1 . hur  1 ili«f  Odi 

V'Jf  .'if  ■M.lundu-.  lo  ^inr-i  boog  a isbim  ,00d 
■fM  ,40J'."'nH  dj  Mui-fwu  >j«LK  Ol  bairtam  eaw  ad 
■jazd)  ,aa'x£iii4'>  a.vj'f  bn.i  --id  *»d,ujc?dw  '^d  .acaadalA 
in  #4t\7  ,.M  mJ;:!  voa  mdi-  lo  • 

; Jt)/.  mVMV?  .e^bibarna . qadqaiS 

a gi  em-.lC:;.iili  .It  3M'[-tAd3  bda ' .H  dBAaitvaS  • 
adi  T.i  ndo  .'(Tiirb.i.'-'iil  '.iifOBaM  ad)  lo  wdmoM 
Ii'jiei'ijji'rf-r  '^'ihrod  jin^dOcX'  lo  ataliiaw 

ffi-rh  io  v.i/f  Id  acnii  '.-irytl  'tnaxa  .laa  tg  a 

.’jffjf)  Jiia<>37q  '.>di  td  * 

m'x/i  MfU  ;U»  ">rfia<jiu  a »i  noifmoK  -D;  .91 
■Id'grf  lo  aiaTfriaclyoaift  ,.cO  lA  ,,io8nioM 

.Hotjv/oi’l  Ja  ,70(itdr;I  ^K>OMy/>*xad  iJiifl  aavcis  lanad 
ipiiin.  odi  Lio  ,ilt«ttaov'Cl  otHU'iij  -lavy  lyieifioM  .iK 
r<‘-»J4H9'i  'taa / Jl  ddioTi'i  Hfif  ItJif;.  baa  ,^^■81  ,doiijM 
bfrj?  ^trian'il  baif-xBal  bofl  ,B««{  dtilaxi  Pid  m 
wHaoo-  Jjjwf  i/fr  .'. 'Jl'if!!:  6iX*r?  jadtftl  atif  lo  gri/qaad 


1 


jjiJt  dtrw  b«ifd<oc'sniaib099  '".BfloiJ 

’^Ift  ifei.rv'j  1< ' fdb'yfalld  oiaTr  Bajiiniiirjoqqo 

i'-M.ih  <y  L-.fjtov5'>*yi>  ad  .Mm'-  //  vruK  adi  rti 
li/tf.'fMfi  boo  ■ ' yJ  1 i > bald ' ' qilt  tfi  oarrhal  etd 
ii'ittdaii.ti  olMd  -.IwqA  m 


« ‘ 

• >— Fi 

V ( 

♦ 


■I 


890 


history  of  ARKANSAS. 


Ark.,  in  the  year  1846,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  born  to  Joshua  and  Hetty 
(Forehand)  Nance,  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
respectively,  the  parents  being  marriecl  in  the  lat- 
ter State.  After  their  union  they  moveil  to  Wood- 
ruff County,  and  entered  land  in  Barnes  Township, 
which  the  father  at  once  commenced  to  cultivate 
and  make  a permanent  home,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  had  cleared  up  about  500  acres.  He 
died  several  years  before  the  Civil  War,  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  soon  after  moved  back  to  her  native 
State,  where  she  survived  him  but  a few  years. 
Jasper  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandfather, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Baker 
County,  Ga.  In  1858  his  grandfather  moved  to 
Woodruff  County,  Ark.,  where  he  bought  a line 
farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  and, 
during  the  litigation  over  the  estate,  young  Nance 
commenced  farming  for  himself.  In  1865  he  in- 
herited his  share  of  the  land,  and  has  added  to  it 
on  different  occasions  until  now  he  owns  lOU  acres, 
all-of  which  are  under  cultivation,  besides  owning 
several  other  fanns  in  different  portions  of  the 
State.  In  1884  he  first  started  in  business  and 
opened  up  a general  store,  laying  in  a stock  of 
I everything  to  be  found  in  a store  of  that  kind,  and 
i has  established  a fine  trade.  He  was  married  in 
I Jackson  County,  July  20,  1866,  to  Mrs.  Permelia 
I M.  Duty,  who  was  a daughter  of  David  Johnson, 
j of  Jackson  County,  and  this  union  has  given  them 
! eight  children:  Margaret  J.,  now  Mrs.  A.  Sprague; 
I William  M. , Laura  A.,  Lewin  A.,  Alonzo,  Martha, 

I David  J.  and  Elza  Brown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nance 
i are  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  the  former  is  an  elder,  the  daughter  Mar- 
I garet  also  being  a member.  Mr.  Nance  is  not  an 
! active  politician,  but  his  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  county  are  unbounded.  He  is  a keen  observer, 
and  his  remarks  upon  the  various  changes  that  have 
taken  and  will  take  place  in  his  county  are  well 
worthy  of  attention. 

Thomas  Nance,  farmer,  of  Bird  Townshij),  was 
born  in  Cape  Girardeau  County,  Mo.,  in  1849,  the 
youngest  of  fifteen  children  born  to  Thomas  Nance 
and  his  wife.  Thomas  was  a farmer  of  North 
! Carolina,  and  in  1846  came  to  Missouri,  bought 


land  and  improved  it;  he  also  bought  land  in  But- 
ler County,  Mo.,  and  in  March,  1861,  came  to  Jack- 
son  County,  Ark.,  moving  to  Cache  Township  in 
1866,  and  then  to  Independence  County,  where 
he  bought  land  near  Fairview,  which  he  made  his 
home  till  his  death,  in  August,  1874.  His  wife 
died  when  our  subject  was  an  infant.  Grandfather 
Nance  died,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen, 
in  North  Carolina;  the  grandmother  died  in  the 
same  State,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  raised  on  the 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  Missouri.  In  1861  he  came  to  Jackson 
County,  and  aided  in  clearing  and  improving  the 
home  farm.  In  September,  1864,  in  Jackson 
County,  he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Steen's  companv, 
and  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  through  Mis- 
souri. He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pilot  Knob  and 
Kansas  City,  returning  home  in  1865,  and  engaged 
in  farming.  In  August,  1866,  he  married  Sarah 
Cheshire,  of  Jackson  County,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Nancy  (Seiner)  Cheshire,  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  early  settlers  of  Jackson  County.  Both 
died  some  years  ago.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Nance  settled  on  Black  River,  this  township,  and 
later  moved  to  Tuckerman,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. His  excellent  wife  died  in  October,  1877, 
leaving  three  children:  George  W.  (married  and 
residing  in  Lawrence  County),  5Iollie  (now  Mrs. 
Parrott,  of  this  county)  and  Savannah  (at  home). 
In  1881  Mr.  Nance  married  Rebecca  Goodman,  of 
Tennessee,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  earlv 
settlers  of  this  county.  Both  her  parents  are 
dead.  IMr.  Nance  has  resided  on  his  present  place 
since  1880.  He  owns  a good  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
forty  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  is 
a Democrat,  active  in  politics,  being  now  county 
coroner;  was  bailiff  of  Bird  Township  two  years, 
also  deputy  sheriff  for  two  years,  and  has  alwavs 
taken  an  intere.st  in  school  matters,  and  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  his  county,  aiding  liberally 
in  such  matters.  He  is  a member  of  the  IMasonic 
order,  belonging  to  Kirkpatrick  Lodge  No.  192,  at 
Tuckerman,  and  was  .Senior  Deacon  in  1SS8.  He 
is  also  a member  of  Jacksonport  Chapter,  and  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Star  order,  as  is  his  wife. 
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They  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

C.  C.  Nicholson  is  a native  planter  and  stock 
raiser  of  Jackson  County,  and  was  born  in  1863. 
He  is  the  youngest  of  the  five  children  bom  to  Major 
and  Nancy  (Tippett)  Nicholson,  both  natives  of 
Tennessee.  The  parents  were  early  settlers  of 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  w’here  the  father  opened  a 
farm,  and  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  clearing 
and  improving  it.  He  died  in  1803,  the  mother 
survivincf  until  1872.  C.  C.  Nicholson  was  brought 
up  on  the  farm,  which  occupation  he  has  always 
followed.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  county,  and  worked  on 
the  home  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  | 
commenced  farming  for  himself  on  sixty  acres,  j 
which  he  cleared.  He  now  owns  220  acres,  eighty  j 
acres  of  which  he  has  under  cultivation,  as  a result  j 
of  his  own  labor.  In  March.  1884,  Mr.  Nicholson  | 
married  Elizabeth  Dudley,  also  a native  of  Arkan-  j 
sas.  They  have  two  children;  Willie  and  Nancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholson  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  I 

know  them.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  one  of  the  most  I 

i 

enterprising  young  farmers  of  Glass  Township,  in  ! 
the  welfare  and  development  of  which  he  takes  an  j 
active  interest,  aiding  liberally  enterprises  for  its  i 
advancement,  educationally  and  religiously. 

Paisley  & Blake,  well  known  residents  of  the 
community,  are  closely  identified  with  the  affairs 
of  Auverfjne  Academy,  a graded  school  for  both 
sexes,  which  is  located  on  a beautiful  eminence  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  village,  facing  the  east. 
June  20,  1888,  this  property  was  bought  by  Prof. 
D.  L.  Paisley  and  A.  L.  Blake,  of  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Bristol.  They  have  conducted  it  during  the  term 
of  1888-89,  with  signal  success.  The  faculty  are  D. 
L.  Paisley,  A.  L.  Blake  and  IMrs.  A.  L.  Blake  (in- 
structor in  instrumental  music).  The  building  is 
a large  two-story  frame  edifice,  with  boarding  de- 
partment below,  and  school  rooms  above,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  sixty.  Prof.  Paisley  is  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  Imrn  in  Guilford  County  April 
10,  I860.  His  parents,  James  and  Minerva  (Whor- 
ton)  Paisley,  were  also  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
of  Scotch  descent.  His  father  was  a farmer  and 
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magistrate.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  under  Gen.  Lee,  in  the  Guilford  Grays, 
was  dismissed  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  died 
in  1866,  his  wife  surviving  until  1888.  They  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the 
father  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  afterward  a Dem- 
ocrat. Prof.  Paisley  was  reared  on  a farm;  his 
schooling  was  obtained  first  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  county,  then  in  Lych’s  select  school,  at  High 
Point,  N.  C. ; in  Horner’s  school,  Oxford,  N.  C.. 
and  in  1880  entered  the  State  University,  in 
1881-82  taking  an  eclectic  coui'se.  After  complet- 
ing this  term,  he  taught  in  Maysville,  S.  C.,  three 
years.  After  his  marriage,  in  1885,  he  taught  at 
Bennettsville,  S.  C.,  one  year,  when  he  came  to 
Gordon,  Ark., and  afterward  to  Auvergne  Academy. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Loula  Rankin,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Nancy  Rankin,  of  Guilford  County, 

N.  C.  They  have  one  child,  Lacy,  a bright  babe  i 
of  eleven  months.  Our  subject  is  the  sixth  child 

I 

of  a family  of  seven,  and  has  one  brother  and  one  i 
sister  living.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  conservative, 
and  himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Auvergne.  Prof.  Andrew 
L.  Blake  is  a native  of  Abbeville  County,  S.  C., 
son  of  William  K.  and  Hattie  (Law)  Blake,  also 
natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  of  Irish  and  Scotch 
descent,  respectively.  His  father,  a lawver  and 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  served  one  term  as 
the  Democratic  representative  of  his  county  in  the 
State  legislature,  and  has,  for  years,  held  the  office 
of  magistrate.  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  mother  dying  February 
2,  1887.  Our  subject,  the  third  of  a familv  of  six 
children,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  spent  his  school 
days  at  Greenwood,  and  from  1880  to  1884  was  in 
Davidson  College,  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.  He 
began  teaching  at  White  Hall,  S.  C.,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  He  taught  one  year  near 
Greenwood,  S.  C. ; taught  at  McLeansville,  N.  C., 
eighteen  mouths,  and  in  July,  1887,  came  to  Clark 
County,  Ark.,  and  engaged  as  book- keeper  for 
V illiam  Paisley,  of  Gurdon.  He  remained  in  thi^ 
position  till  Februaiw,  1888,  when  he  taught  an 
unexpired  term  at  Gurdon.  Closing  this  .school 
April  20,  he  came  to  Auvergne,  and  taught  the 
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last  nine  weeks  of  the  term  at  Auvergne  Academy,  ' 
and  in  June,  with  Prof.  Paisley,  bought  that  in- 
stitution. Prof.  Blake  is  a member  of  the  Pres-  ; 
byterian  Church,  a Democrat,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  enterprises  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  country.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Josie  B.  Lindsay,  of  Athens,  Ala.,  July  16.  1889. 

George  H.  Palmer,  planter  and  stock  raiser,  of 
Bird  Township,  was  born  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in 
1848,  son  of  Samuel  and  Louisa  (Means)  Palmer, 
of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a pioneer  of  Kentucky,  married  there,  and  in 
1849  came  to  Jackson  County',  Ark.,  in  Jefferson, 
and  the  winter  of  the  same  year  came  to  Bird 
Township,  locating  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  , 
now  resides,  taking  a claim  of  520  acres  of  timber  j 
land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  erecting  a 
house  and  planting  an  orchard.  He  died  in  Jack- 
son  County,  in  1860,  his  wife  surviving  till  1884. 
George  H.  was  the  fifth  of  the  family,  the  others 
being  Margaret  (wife  of  Joel  Bandy),  George  H., 
Fannie  (wife  of  M’illiam  Haynes),  and  Joseph  H. , 
all  residing  in  Bird  Townshiji.  George  H.  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  Bird  Township,  and  aided  at  home  in 
clearing  and  developing  the  homestead.  He  com- 
menced farming  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  and  in  1870  was  married  in  Jackson  County, 
to  Laura  Steen,  a native  of  Jackson  County,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Nancy  (Stancell)  Steen,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Jackson  County.  The 
father  died  about  1858;  the  mother  is  still  living. 
Mr.  Palmer  owns  a good  farm  of  120  acres,  with 
about  sixty-five  acres  under  cultivation,  having 
cleared  the  most  of  it  himself.  He  raises  princi- 
pally cotton  and  corn,  and  considerable  stock.  He 
is  a Democrat,  though  not  active  in  politics,  and 
served  as  magistrate  for  two  years.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Kirkpatrick  Lodge 
No.  192.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
cdist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Palmer  re- 
members thi^  country  as  a dense  timber  tract,  and 
has  always  been  interested  in  everything  for  the 
good  of  the  county.  There  are  three  children  in 
his  family:  Oda  L.,  Samuel  Tilden  and  Maggie 
Cordelia. 


Hon.  John  AV.  Parish,  an  enterprising  farmer 
of  Union  Township,  Jackson  County,  resides  two 
miles  east  of  Newport.  He  is  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, and  is  a son  of  AVilliam  B.  and  Elizabeth 
(Cheatham)  Parish,  l)oth  'of  whom  were  born  in 
North  Carolina.  The  parents  were  married  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  are  dead  except  two:  Sarah  N.  (who 

married  Richard  Cole,  and  died,  leaving  three 
children,  named  AVilliam,  Anna  and  Jennie),  and 
our  subject.  John  W.  Parish  married  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Lacy,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of 
Hugh  R.  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Lacey.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  viz. : Lydia 

born  December  19,  1873;  Frederick,  born  October 
24,  1876;  Cora,  born  June  4,  1884;  Hugh,  born 
January  6,  1886.  Mr.  Parish  removed  to  Union 
Township,  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  1873,  locat- 
ing on  land  which  is  now  a part  of  his  farm,  and 
which  he  rented  for  about  six  years,  subsequently 
buying  the  same.  He  purchased  326  acres,  of 
which  150  acres  were  under  cultivation.  He  now 
has  225  acres  well  improved,  and  has  built  four 
tenant  houses,  renting  his  houses  and  lands  to  re- 
sponsible parties.  He  has  at  present  about  160 
acres  of  cotton,  and  the  balance  in  corn  and  clover. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Mr.  Parish  wvas  attend- 
ing college  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  now  known  as  the 
West  Tennessee  College,  where  he  was  a student 
two  years.  He  entered  the  Confederate  army. 
Company  I,  Fifty-first  Tennessee,  in  which  he 
served  six  months,  and  the  company  then  being 
consolidated  with  other  Tennessee  regiments, 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  his  regiment  con- 
stituting a part  of  the  reserve  of  Gen.  A.  S.  John- 
ston at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Mr.  Parish  takes 
an  active  interest  in  enterprises  tending  toward 
the  advancement  of  all  social  as  well  as  religious 
and  educational  interests  of  his  community,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  by  the  people  of  the  county, 
which  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  1881  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  county  in  the  XXIIId 

session  of  the  General  .^ssemblv  of  the  State,  where 

\ 

his  honest  endeavors  to  promote  th'fr^best  interests 
of  his  constituents  earned  for  him  their  hearty 

1 approval.  He  was  elected  on  the  Democratic 
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ticket.  Mr.  Parish  is  a member  of  Newport  Lodge, 
A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  is  a prominent  and  honored 
man  of  Jackson  County. 

Alexander  S.  Parish,  M.  D.,  of  Jackson  Coimty, 
student  of  the  Allopathic  School  of  Medicine,  was 
born  in  Tennessee.  He  is  a brother  of  the  Hon. 
J.  VV.  Parish.  In  1871  became  to  Arkansas,  and 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  P.  S.  Wood- 
ward, and  in  1879  took  his  tirst  course  of  lectures 
at  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville,  Tenn.  He 
continued  in  Dr.  ^Voodward’s  office  until  the  fall 
of  1880,  when  he  returned  to  the  University,  grad- 
uating in  1881,  after  which  he  returned  to  Jackson 
County,  and  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  March  26,  1884,  our  subject  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  Phillips,  of  xlrkansas,  daughter 
of  Col.  T.  H.  and  xlmanda  (Ptobinson)  Phillips, 
the  father  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the  mother  of 
Arkansas.  They  have  one  child,  William  Theo- 
dore, born  March  31,  188')^  Dr.  Parish  is  one  of 
the  deservedly  successful  physicians  of  this  portion 
of  the  community.  Earnest,  careful  and  search- 
ing in  the  investigation  of  the  science  to  which  he 
has  given  his  best  attention,  he  has  become  well- 
informed,  keeping  thoroughly  apace  with  the  ad- 
vancement made  in  this  profession.  His  practice 
is  a happy  illustration  of  his  worth. 

Lewis  W.  Penix  resides  on  Section  13,  Union 
Township,  Jackson  County.  He  is  a son  of  Henry 
H.  and  Caroline  (Roberts)  Penix,  both  natives  of 
Tennessee,  who  died  in  Jackson  County,  x4rk. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  Minerva,  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen;  Mary  A.,  married  R.  V.  Hunter,  a 
farmer  of  Jefferson  Township,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren; Susan  F.  (married  R.  T.  Armstrong,  de- 
ceased, and  has  six  children);  Lewis  W.,  Eliza- 
beth (had  two  children  by  her  tirst  husband.  Mr. 
R.  P.  Jackson,  and  afterward  married  Mr.  T.  D. 
Lawrence,  a farmer  and  merchant  of  Tuckerman), 
Martha  J.  (single),  Columbus  C.  (married  Dora 
Jowers,  and  resides  in  Jefferson  Township  engaged 
in  farming),  they  have  throe  children;  Lydia  W. 
(died  at  the  age  of  eighteen),  and  James  Henry 
(married  Miss  Jennie  Anderson,  by  wffiom  he  has 
one  child,  is  also  a farmer  of  Jefferson  Town- 


ship). Lewis  W.  Penix  was  born  May  1,  1850. 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Jackson  County,  where  he  has  lived  all  his  life, 

> commencing  business  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years.  In  1880,  in  partnership  with 
R.  V.  Hunter,  he  purchased  240  acres  of  land  in 
Jefferson  Township,  which  they  still  own,  and  Mr. 
Penix  afterward  purchased  forty  acres  in  Union 
Township.  Since  1882  he  has  lived  on  the  home- 
■stead  of  his  wdfe’s  parents,  in  Union  Towmship. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penix  were  married  December  27. 
1877.  Her  maiden  name  was  iMiss  Millie  J.  Car- 
ville,  she  was  born  in  Memjffiis,  Tenn.,  December 
27,  1857,  and  is  a daughter  of  W.  K.  and  Mary 
A.  (Estes)  Carville.  Of  their  four  children,  but 
I two  are  living,  viz.;  Nora  E.,  born  December  1. 

I 1878,  and  Clarence  E.,  born  x4ugust  28,  1882. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  Jefferson  Towmship.  wdrile  Mr.  Penix 
also  belongs  to  Jacksonport  Lodge  No.  191,  A.  F. 
& A.  M. , Jacksonport  Chapter  No.  40,  R.  A.  M.. 
and  American  Legion  of  Honor. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Pickett,  retired  physician,  Weldon, 
Ark.  Originally  from  Limestone,  Ala.,  Dr.  Pick- 
ett’s birth  occurred  on  the  22d  of  December,  1826, 

' and  his  early  life  w'as  passed  in  attending  the 

common  schools  and  in  assisting  on  the  farm, 

i ... 

Later  he  supplemented  his  primary  education  by 

attending  Exeter  College,  in  Exeter,  N.  H. , and 
in  1846  and  1847  he  attended  the  Medical  College 
of  the  University  of  New'  York.  From  there  he 
went  to  New  Orleans  and  attended  the  University 
of  Louisiana,  w'here  he  graduated  in  medicine  and 
surgery  in  the  class  of  1848.  He  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  the  same  year  at  Whitesburg. 
Ala.,  and,  after  remaining  there  two  years,  came  to 
Jackson  County,  w'here  he  settled  upon  his  present 
property.  He  entered  and  bought  about  2.306 
acres  of  land,  1,200  under  cultivation  andl.lOO 
acres  of  which  he  has  cleared  himself.  Dr.  Pick- 
ett was  married,  in  1850,  to  IMiss  A.  R.  Coltier.  a 
native  of  -Vlabama,  and  tw'o  children  were  the 
result  of  this  union;  Ida  G..  wife  of  John  W. 
Ferrill,  a farmer  residing  at  Batesville;  and  Eliza- 
beth B.,  wife  of  William  H.  Hardy,  also  residing 
at  Batesville.  Mrs.  Pickett  died  July  1,  1SS5.  in 
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full  communion  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  Dr. 
Pickett  was  exempt  from  any  army  service  by 
Gen.  Kirby  Smith,  in  18G3,  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession at  home.  In  the  year  1808  he  moved 
to  Batesville,  and  since  that  time  he  has  remained 
a resident  of  that  citv,  and  is  encjacjed  in  agricult- 
ural  pursuits  in  Jackson  County.  He  gave  up 
his  practice  in  1808,  and,  in  addition  to  general 
farming,  he  has  also  a large  cotton-gin,  grist  and 
saw-mill,  with  w'hich  he  does  all  his  own  work  and 
general  settlement  business.  He  has  on  his  farm 
about  forty  tenant  families,  aggregating  200  peo- 
ple, all  in  fair  circumstances  and  furnished  with 
good  houses.  The  Doctor  has  seen  many  impor- 
tant changes  during  his  residence  of  thirty-eight 
years  in  this  county.  When  he  first  came  here 
Elizabeth  was  the  county  seat,  but  was  afterward 
changed  to  Augusta,  and  subsequently  to  Jackson- 
port.  Wild  game  was  plentiful  and  easily  ob- 
tained. His  parents.  Steptoe  and  Sarah  O.  (Chil- 
ton) Pickett,  were  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
the  father  born  in  Faucj^uier  and  the  mother  in 
Westmoreland  County.  The  parents  settled  in 
Alabama,  in  1820,  and  were  among  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Northern  Alabama.  They  both  bought 
and  entered  land  (1,000  acres  in  all),  and  Steptoe 
Pickett  was  an  extensive  slave-holder.  He  was  a 
schoolmate  of  James  Buchanan,  and  was  a cousin 
to  both  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall  and  “Light 
Horse”  Harry  Lee.  He  was  also  a cousin  of 
Gen.  Pickett.  He  was  a graduate  of  William  and 
Mary  College,  and  was  an  old-line  Whig  in  his 
political  views.  His  death  occurred  in  1848,  at 
the  age  of  fifty- four  years.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  mother  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church.  The  latter  died  in  1804, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  They  W'ere  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Martin,  married,  and  a 
commission  merchant  at  Mobile.  Ala.  ; Richard  is 
an  attorney  and  judge  at  Florence,  Ala. ; Steptoe, 
Jr.,  was  a farmer  and  died  in  1884,  at  Madison, 
Ala.,  leaving  a wife  and  two  children;  A.  C.  is  a 
lawyer  at  Augusta,  Ark.  ; John  S.  was  a physician, 
at  Danville,  Ala.,  and  died  in  1887,  leaving  a wife 
and  two  children,  who  reside  in  Des  Arc,  Ark; 
Felicia,  the  wife  of  Gov.  Reuben  Chapmore,  of 
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Huntsville,  Ala.  (she  died  in  1874,  leaving  four 
children);  Virginia,  wife  of  Samuel  Blackwell,  a 
farmer  of  Alabama;  Anna  S.  Edwards,  wife  of  a 
farmer,  and  resides  in  King  William  County,  Va. 

I.  D.  Price  is  the  efficient  postmaster  of  New- 
port, Ark.,  and  also  deals  in  books  and  stationery. 

He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  December  10, 
1850,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  John  F.  and  Kate  (Brown) 
Price,  the  former  from  South  Carolina,  and  the 
latter  a native  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Dr.  John 
F.  Price  has  become  well  known  as  a physician 
wherever  he  has. resided,  and  is  now  living  at  Fort  , 
Worth,  Tex.  I.  D.  Price  resided  in  Jefferson 
County  until  seven  years  of  age,  and  w'as  princi- 
pally educated  in  the  schools  of  Cross  County.  In  | 
the  spring  of  1880  he  came  to  Newport,  Ark.,  and  ^ 
for  four  years  follow'ed  the  occupation  of  clei'king,  ^ 
then  opened  a book  and  stationery  establishment  i 
in  the  building  he  now  occupies,  and  his  stock  is 
extensive  and  well  selected.  In  February,  1888,  ^ 

he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  postmaster, 
and  is  now  discharffing  his  duties  in  a manner  ac- 
ceptable  to  all.  He  was  married,  in  1884,  to  Miss 
Mamie  Wallace,  and  by  her  he  has  had  two  chil- 
dren: Katie  and  Rina.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor.  | 

Lewis  E.  Purssell,  a prominent  merchant  of 
Auvergne,  Jackson  County,  is  a native  of  Arkansas, 
born  in  Woodruff  County,  February  20,  ISOI.  His 
parents  were  William  O.  and  Lucy  (Coyle)  Purs- 
sell, natives,  respectively,  of  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  the  former  of  whom  came  to  Arkansas 
with  his  father,  J.  H.  Purssell,  who  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Woodruff  County,  where  he  i 
opened  several  large  farms.  William  O.  Purssell 
married  Miss  Lucy  Coyle,  in  Prairie  County,  Ark.,  , 
in  1854 ; they  afterward  moved  to  Woodruff  County,  j 
where  they  lived  until  1808,  when  they  moved  to  | 
Izard  County,  where  Mr.  Purssell  died  in  1872.  ' 

He  was  a Master  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  i 
in  the  early  part  of  the  war  enlisted,  and  served 
until  its  close  as  l)revet-captain;  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  9U0  acres  of  land  in  Woodruff  and 
Izard  Counties,  al)out  100  acres  being  under  culti- 
vation; he  had  been  very  successful  as  a farmer  and 
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stock  raiser.  His  widow  remained  on  the  farm  in 
Izard  County  until  December,  1ST5.  when  she  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  in  Prairie  County, 
which  was  her  home  with  our  subject  until  1879.  ! 
She  died  December  19,  1882,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents of  Lewis  E.  came  to  Arkansas  from  Mis- 
sissippi in  1853,  living  one  year  in  Woodruff 
County,  and  then  locating  in  Prairie  County,  where 
they  entered  land  and  built  a home.  Mr.  Coyle 
was  a natural  and  successful  farmer,  and  during 
his  life  cleared  about  500  acres  of  land,  beinor  al>le 
to  do  a good  day’s  work  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  December,  1885.  and 
his  excellent  wife,  who  survives  him,  still  lives  on 
the  old  homestead;  she  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  to  which  her  husband  also 
belonged.  Lewis  E.  Purssell  was  reared  to  the 
pursuit  of  farming,  receiving  a good  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  Woodruff  and  Jackson 
Counties,  the  Philadelphia  Academy  in  Izard 
County,  and  the  Male  College  at  Searcy.  White 
County.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  home,  and 
was  engaged  as  clerk  for  Gates  Bros.  & Co.,  at 
Des  Arc,  Prairie  County,  where  he  remained  six 
months,  when  he  entered  the  employment  of  Plun- 
kett & Erwin  of  the  same  place,  in  which  capacity 
he  worked  tw’o  years;  in  1882  he  opened  a drug 
and  grocery  store  at  Hickory  Plain,  Prairie  County, 
which  he  conducted  until  January,  1880,  when,  on 
account  of  his  maternal  grandfather’s  death,  he 
sold  out  and  assumed  the  management  of  his  grand- 
mother’s farm.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  same 
year  he  moved  to  Auvergne,  Jackson  County,  pur-  j 
chased  a stock  of  groceries  of  M.  J.  IMalone,  to 
which  he  added  a general  stock  of  drv-gfoods,  cloth- 
ing,  etc.,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  general 
stores  in  the  country.  Mr.  Purssell  also  owns  a farm 
of  100  acres  in  Prairie  County,  sixty  acres  of  w'hich  j 
are  under  cultivation.  Our  subject  was  the  fourth 
in  a family  of  nine,  and  is  one  of  the  two  surviving, 
the  others  dying  in  infancy,  except  Ada,  who  mar-  j 
ried  J.  W.  Williamson,  a farmer  and  stock  trader 
of  Izard  County;  she  died  in  1884,  leaving  one 
child,  Ethel,  aged  five  years.  Alice  Corrinne  Purs- 
j sell  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Gardner,  a practicing 


physician  and  farmer  near  Hickory  Plain,  Prairie 
County;  they  have  four  children;  Elmer,  Earl, 
Oscar  and  Bessie.  Mr.  Purssell  is  unmarried;  he 
is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town  of  Auvergne, 
and  is  actively  interested  in  its  welfare,  lending 
his  hearty  and  liberal  aid  to  the  support  of  schools, 
churches  and  all  worthy  public  enterprises.  He 
takes  no  active  part  in  politics,  but  his  sympathies 
are  with  tlie  Democratic  party. 

B.  F.  Ray,  planter  and  stock  raiser  of  Bird 
Township,  was  born  in  Lauderdale  County,  Ala. , 
in  1838,  being  the  ninth  of  twelve  children  born  to 
Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Dixon)  Ra.y,  the  father  of 
East  Tennessee  and  the  mother  of  South  Carolina. 
Benjamin  Ray  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
settled  in  Alabama,  on  a plantation,  where  he 
died  in  February,  1894,  his  wife  having  died  in 
1861.  He  entjaired  in  farming  until  his  death. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  plantation,  receiv- 
ing bis  education  in  the  subscription  and  district 
schools  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  of  the  Sixteenth  Alabama  In- 
fantry, and  was  in  the  battles  of  Murfreesboro, 
Liberty  Gap,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge, 
and  a number  of  skirmishes,  also  in  Ring^grold.  In 
January,  1861,  he  left  the  service  and  returned  to 
Alabama,  wLere  he  engaged  in  farming,  coming  to 
Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  1868,  and  settling  in  the 
vicinity  of  Newport.  In  1869  he  married  Josephine 
Slayden,  of  Jackson  County,  daughter  of  Coleman 
Slayden,  a native  of  Middle  Tennessee,  and  an  early 
settler  of  Jackson  County.  Her  father  died  in 
1859,  and  her  mother  in  1864.  In  1878  Mr.  Ray 
settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  280 
acres,  130  under  cultivation;  he  raises  considerable 
stock,  and  a mixed  crop  of  cotton,  corn  and  hay. 
Mrs.  Ray  died  in  1883,  leaving  two  children: 
Prince  Ella  and  William  Thomas.  In  1884  Mr. 
Ray  married  Elizabeth  Carter,  of  Alabama,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Lucinda  (Rankins)  Akens,  who 
came  to  Jackson  County  in  1869;  the  father  died 
in  1877,  the  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  Ray  is  not 
very  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  he  has  been  a member  of  the  school 
board,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
school  matters;  he  is  a member  of  Kirkjiatrick 
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Lodge  No.  192,  and  has  been  Senior  Warden.  He 
has  seen  great  changes  in  the  county,  and  the  edu- 
cational system  is  improving  rapidly.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  second  wife  are  Isaac  and  Franklin. 

Wilson  LaFayette  Robinson  is  a son  of  Mathew 
B.  and  Sarah  (Lindsay)  Robinson,  and  is  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  of  Grubbs  Township,  Jackson 
County.  The  father  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and 
the  mother  was  born  in  Tennessee.  In  the  fall  of 
1860,  W.  L.  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents, 
the  mother  dying  in  1862,  and  the  father  surviv- 
ing until  1872.  Mr.  Robinson  attended  school  in 
Alabama  until  his  twentieth  year,  receiving  in- 
struction in  the  common  branches.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Col.  Mattock’s  regiment  of  Arkansas 
Volunteers,  Confederate  States  Army,  serving  five 
or  six  months,  when  {)oor  health  rendered  him  un- 
fit for  service.  In  186-1  Mr.  Robinson  married 
Mrs.  Frances  (Blair)  Coffin,  who  died  in  1874;  they 
had  one  child,  which  died  in  1868.  July  22,  1874, 
Mr.  Robinson  again  married,  and  to  the  latter 
union  seven  children  were  born,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz. ; Grover  Cleveland,  born  Oc- 
tober 11,  1884.  and  Robert  LaFayette,  born  May 
7,  1888.  In  1863  our  subject  purchased  quit-claim 
deed  to  land  in  Grubbs  Township,  which  was 
partly  improved,  and  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  forty  acres,  upon  which  he  erected  a house, 
in  which  he  lived  eighteen  years.  He  now  owns 
720  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  825  acres  are 
under  cultivation,  the  remainder  being  woodland. 
He  has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the  coun- 
ty, as  a result  of  industry  and  enterprise,  as  well 
as  good  management  and  perseverance. 

W.  A.  Roy,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Layton, 
Ark.  Mr.  Roy  is  a typical  Arkansas  citizen,  sub- 
stantial, enterprising  and  progressive,  and  such  a 
man  as  wields  no  small  influence  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  makes  his  home.  He  was  born  in 
Shelby  County,  Tenn. , in  1836,  and  was  the  second 
in  a family  of  ten  children,  born  to  the  union  of 
Merida  and  Susan  (Gentry)  Roy,  the  father  a na- 
tive of  South  Carolina,  and  the  mother  of  Tennes- 
I see.  Merida  Roy  came  with  his  parents  to  Ten- 
nessee in  1807,  settling  in  the  middle  part  of  the 
State,  and  after  growing  to  manhood  was  united 


in  marriage  to  Miss  Gentry,  a representative  of  one 
of  the  old  and  much  honored  families  of  Tennes- 
see. He  tilled  the  soil  in  that  State,  and  was  a 
prosperous  and  industrious  farmer.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  for  many  years.  His  death  took  place 
in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  in  May,  1885,  and  his 
wife  still  survives  him.  She  resides  on  the  home 
farm  in  Shelby  County.  Their  family  was  named 
as  follows:  John  Thomas,  presiding  judge  of  Poin- 
sett County;  W.  A.,  Eliza,  now'Mrs.  Crain,  resides 
in  Tennessee;  Frances,  now  Mrs.  Clarridge,  re- 
sides in  Tennessee;  Merida,  married,  and  resides 
in  Tennessee;  Alfred,  married,  and  a resident  of 
Poinsett  County;  Daniel,  resides  in  Poinsett  Coun- 
ty, and  the  remainder  died  when  young.  Tilling 
the  soil  was  the  pursuit  W.  A.  Roy  followed  in 
youth,  and  his  time  was  divided  between  this  occu- 
pation and  in  attending  the  district  school,  where 
he  received  a good  practical  education.  He  was 
married,  in  Shelby  County,  Tenn.,  in  1857,  to 
Miss  Frances  Jane  iMustin,  a native  of  Alabama, 
and  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Clark) 
Mustin,  of  Alabama  nativity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mus- 
tin  first  immigrated  to  Tennessee,  thence  to  Jack- 
son  County,  Ark.,  in  the  fall  of  1860,  and  settled 
in  Cow  Lake  Township.  Here  both  parents 
passed  their  last  days.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Roy  located  on  a farm  in  Tennessee,  and  there  re- 
sided until  1861,  when  he  came  to  Jackson  County, 
Ark.,  and  entered  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  im- 
mediately began  to  improve,  erecting  a house,  set- 
ting out  orchards,  etc.  He  continued  to  add  to  the 
original  tract  from  time  to  time,  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  520  acres,  w'ith  ninety  acres  under  culti- 
vation. He  raises  corn  entirely,  but  his  renters 
raise  considerable  cotton.  Mr.  Roy  lost  his  wife 
in  1879.  By  that  union  he  became  the  father  of 
two  living  children:  William  Newton  and  Melinda 
Alice.  His  second  marriage  was  consummated  in 
Jackson  County,  in  1879,  to  Miss  Martha  Taylor, 
a native  of  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  5Ielinda  iBigham)  Taylor,  natives 
of  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  came  to  -lack- 
son  County,  in  1859,  and  there  both  closed  their 
eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  worhl.  Mr.  Koy  lost  his 
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wife  in  18S7,  and  was  left  with  four  interesting  I 
children:  Richard  Charley,  Louvenia  J. , Susan 

and  Alafa.  In  1888  Mrs.  Susan  (IMcFadden)  ' 
Turner  became  the  third  wife  of  Mr.  Roy.  She  | 
was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  the  widow  of 
Stephen  Turner,  and  the  daughter  of  Twitty  j 
McFadden,  a native  of  South  Carolina.  Her 
father  came  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  many  years 
ago,  and  there  died  in  1808.  Mr.  Roy  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  for  some  time,  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  takes  much  interest 
in  educational  matters.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli 
tics.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Col.  Mat- 
lock’s regiment,  and  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his 

S raid  through  Missouri.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove  and  numerous  skirmishes.  He  and 
Mrs.  Roy  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  ' 
and  he  is  an  elder  in  the  same. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Rutland,  of  Swifton,  Jackson  County, 
was  bom  in  Georgia,  in  1853.  He  was  the  second 
child  in  a family  of  eight,  born  to  J.  H.  and  Orphy  i 

• (Jordan)  Rutland,  natives  of  Sumter  County,  Ga. 
The  father  owned  and  operated  a large  plantation 
in  his  native  State,  1,800  acres  in  one  tract  and 
1,300  in  another.  He  is  now  president  of  the 
South  Georgia  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Conserva-  ' 
tory,  and  he  and  wife  still  live  in  Georgia.  Dr.  J. 
H.  was  reared  on  his  father's  plantation,  receiving 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  then 
entered  the  Westmoreland  Medical  College,  at  At- 
lanta, Ga. , from  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
1880.  He  first  located  in  Texas  Township,  Craig- 
head County,  Ark. , where  he  built  up  a large  and 
lucrative  practice,  removing  to  his  present  home  in 
Swifton  in  1889,  where  he  is  a prominent  physician 
and  surgeon,  and  enjoys  extensive  patronage.  Dr. 
Rutland  was  manied  in  Craighead  County,  in  No- 
vember, 1888,  to  Florence  Bell,  a native  of  Ten-  ! 
nessee,  whose  parents  now  live  in  Craighead  Coun- 
ty, Ark.  Dr.  Rutland  is  quite  an  active  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  politically,  and,  religious- 
ly, is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  public  interests,  and  is  one  of 
the  rising  young  men  of  Jackson  County,  where  he 
is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

! Otis  W.  Scarborough  is  one  of  the  leadimr  at- 
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torneys  of  Jackson  County,  and  has  been  estal) 
lished  in  business  in  Newport  since  188-1.  He  was 
born  in  Kosciusko,  Attala  County,  Miss.,  on  the 
24th  day  of  December,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Lucv  G.  (Harrison)  Scarborousrh,  bein"  the 
eldest  of  their  five  living  children:  Otis  W.,  Othello 
C. , a physician;  Isaac  W. , also  a physician;  Fen- 
ton G.,  wife  of  Wade  F.  Fletcher,  and  Lucy  L.  : 
seven  children  are  deceased.  The  grandfather, 
John  Scarborough,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
but  was  of  Welsh  extraction,  his  father  having 
been  born  in  Wales,  but  removed  to  the  New'  World, 
owing  to  some  difficulty  he  had  with  the  Crown. 
He  settled  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  died,  after 
having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  his  son  John  being  also  a participant  in  that 
war.  They  were  both  planters  by  occupation. 
Isaac  Scarborough  was  born  in  Edgecombe  Countv, 
N.  C. , and  his  wife  in  Madison  County,  Va  He 
was  a law'yer  by  profession,  and  after  his  removal 
to  Mississippi,  about  the  year  1828,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Kosciusko,  and  there  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  being  a prominent  member  of  the 
legal  fraternity  in  Attala  County.  He  served  as 
judge  of  the  county  and  circuit  courts  for  about  ten 
years,  and  now,  although  in  his  seventy- fourth 
year,  he  shows  few'  indications  of  decay,  either 
mentally  or  physically.  Otis  W.  Scarborough  ac- 
quired an  excellent  education  in  the  high  school 
at  Kosciusko,  but,  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
learning  there  acquired,  he  entered  Davidson  Col 
lege,  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  in  1808,  becom- 
ing a member  of  the  sophomore  class,  and  from 
this  institution  he  was  graduated  as  an  .4..  B. , in 
June,  1871.  Having  determined  to  follow'  the  pro- 
fession to  which  his  father  w'as  devoting  his  time, 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  <>f 
St.  Louis,  in  the  mouth  of  October,  1883,  and 
graduated  in  IMay,  1885,  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  Kosciusko,  in  August,  of  the  same  year.  He 
practiced  his  profession  in  his  native  tow'ii  until 
December,  1884,  when  he  came  to  New'port,  and 
the  follow'ing  year  began  the  practice  of  law'.  He 
is  an  able  practitioner,  and  his  influence  is  felt 
when  he  takes  the  stand,  for  he  is  a tlueut  and  elo 
quent  sjieaker,  and  is  always  the  thorough  master 
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of  the  subject  which  he  handles.  He  was  married 
on  the  24th  of  December,  1878,  to  Miss  Cynthia 

E.  Rimmer,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  James  I. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 

F. ,  belonging  to  the  Encampment. 

Thomas  J.  Sconyers,  an  enterprising  farmer  of 
Village  Township,  Jackson  County,  came  to  Arkan- 
sas in  January,  1870,  with  his  parents.  Darling 
and  Samantha  (Snyder)  Sconyers,  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama.  V2*)on  his 
arrival  in  Arkansas  the  father  leased  the  Davis 
farm,  upon  which  he  died  in  August,  1870.  He 
was  the  j5arent  of  ten  children,  viz. : Catherine, 
who  died  with  diphtheria  about  1863;  Elizabeth, 
who  first  married  Green  Jacks,  and  after  his  death 
married  Julius  M'right;  George  married  a Miss 
Phillips;  Mary  married  a Mr.  Rhodes;  Polly  Ann, 
wife  of  B.  Eason;  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Myrick,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Victoria  mar- 
ried Thomas  Hutson;  Nisie  died,  the  wife  of  Rollie 
Phillips,  and  John  first  married  a Miss  Strauther,  j 
’after  whose  death  he  married  Miss  Arnett.  Thomas 
J.,  who  was  born  February  20,  1846,  received  his  i 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
State,  Alabama.  March  16,  1873,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Foushee,  whose  birth  occurred  March 
20,  1856,  and  their  six  children  are  M'illiam  C,, 
born  January  26,  1875;  Joseph  Edward,  born  Jan-  : 
uary  20,  1878;  George  F.,  born  March  4,  1881; 
Frances  S.,  born  September  19,  1884;  Monte  L,, 
born  August  31,  1886,  and  John  T.,  born  Septem- 
ber 17,  1888.  For  about  one  year  Mr.  Sconyers 
worked  for  Mr.  G.  B.  Branderburge,  of  Union 
Township,  and  the  following  six  years  rented  land, 
which  he  farmed,  and  subsequently  purchased. 
His  first  purchase  consisted  of  320  acres  in  Village 
Township,  and  afterward  in  partnership^  with  Mr. 

J.  T.  Foushee,  bought  240  acres  in  the  same  town- 
ship. He  now  has  about  150  acres  improved,  and 
raises  corn  and  cotton,  at  which  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful. Mr.  Sconyers  was  a member  of  the  Thir-  ! 
teenth  Alal)ama  Regiment,  Volunteer  Infantry.Con- 
federate  States  Army,  enlisting  in  1863.  Hej)artici-  i 
pated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  Peters- 
burg (Va. ),  not  taking  off  his  cartridge-box  for 


forty  days  and  nights.  Though  a Confederate 
soldier,  and,  while  in  arms,  fighting  to  conquer, 
IVIr.  Sconyers  wishes  it  to  go  on  record  that  he  will 
hail  with  joy  the  day  when  sectarian  animosities 
are  forgotten,  believing^  that  there  should  be  “no 
North,  no  South.”  He  is  an  enterprising  farmer, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

A.  E.  Shoffner,  one  of  the  leading  planters  of 
Jackson  County,  wms  born  in  North  Carolina,  on 
April  18,  1831,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Susan 
(Danison)  Shoffner,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  with  their  parents,  and 
settled  in  North  Carolina,  the  grandfather  becom- 
ing a prominent  jJanter  in  Orange  County.  The 
father  was  married  in  the  same  county,  and  died 
in  that  place  in  1845,  near  Hillsboro,  the  mother 
dying  several  years  later.  They  w-ere  the  parents 
of  two  sons,  Aenes  E.  and  T.  M.  The  former  son 
w’as  born  and  reared  in  Orange  County,  N.  C. , and 
received  his  education  in  that  place.  In  the  fall 
of  1858,  he  emigrated  to  Arkansas,  and  located  at 
Batesville,  where  he  remained  until  1860,  when  he 
removed  to  Jackson  County  and  settled  in  Rich- 
mond Township.  He  bought  some  land  and  com- 
menced farming  in  that  locality,  but  a few  years 
afterw’ard  he  moved  to  Breckinridge  Townshipi, 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  that  pilace.  On  his  ar- 
rival in  Arkansas  he  possessed  very  little,  but  be- 
ing a man  of  industrious  habits  and  economy  he 
became  very  successful  and  accumulated  considera- 
ble puoperty.  He  now  owns  about  960  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Jackson  County,  with  about  300 
acres  under  cultivation,  and  a great  many  improve- 
ments on  his  other  land.  Mr.  Shoffner  has  pjassed 
through  many  hardships  in  his  life,  and  encount- 
ered obstacles  in  his  path  on  almost  every  occasion 
when  seeking  to  make  his  fortune,  but  his  strong 
will,  determination  and  upright  character,  have 
placed  him  in  an  independent  position,  and  he  is 
now  a respected  and  highly-esteemed  citizen  of 
his  county.  In  the  sp)i  ing  of  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  of  Gauze’s  regiment,  and  served  until 
the  surrender.  He  wms  p)rincip)ally  assiguetl  to  the 
quartermaster’s  depvarfment  during  that  time,  Imt 
also  took  |)art  in  several  battles.  Mr.  Shoffner 
was  married  in  1854,  to  Miss  Martha  N.  Patterson. 
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by  whom  he  had  eight  children:  Emily  I.,  Queeny  ' 
A.,  Susan  L.,  William  H.,  Charles  C.,  Edwin  P. , 
Daniel  L.  and  Nannie  B.  Mr.  Shoffner  has  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable  of  his  town- 
ship, and  has  also  been  one  of  the  school  directors.  ; 
He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  Iloyal 
Arcanum,  and  also  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

W.  S.  Shuford,  treasurer  of  Jackson  County, 
born  in  North  Carolina,  November  29,  1821,  in  i 
Lincoln  County,  was  a great  grand'on  of  Jacob  | 
Shuford,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  section; 
at  his  death,  in  1844,  there  were  present  seventy- 
five  grandchildren,  twenty-four  great-grandchil- 
dren and  several  great -great-grandchildren.  Jacob 
was  born  about  1704,  in  Lincoln  County,  was  a 
farmer,  and  conducted  a large  plantation,  owning  j 
several.  He  was  several  times  elected  sheriff. 
Our  subject's  parents  were  Abel  H.  and  Adeline 
(Perkins)  Shuford,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  their 
parents,  w'ho  were  of  Dutch  and  English  descent,  I 
coming  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  respect-  { 
ively:  Abel  H.  was  the  fourth  of  eleven  children: 
Betsey  (Smyer),  Eva  (Kamsaeur),  Fanny  (Cansler), 
Susan  (Reinhardt),  John  J.  (merchant  and  farmer), 
Martin  (member  of  the  legislature),  Abel  Eli 
(farmer),  Elkanah  (farmer),  Jacob  (farmer),  and  ' 
Andrew  (farmer,  representative  and  Baptist  minis- 
ter); they  all  lived  and  died  in  Lincoln  County. 
Adeline  (Perkins)  Shuford  was  a daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Elisabeth  (Abernathy)  Perkins,  na-  { 
tives  of  Lincoln  County,  and  she  was  the  eldest  of 
a family  of  ten  children:  Adeline  ('died  at  the  age  i 
of  forty- two  in  North  Carolina),  Elisha.  Caroline,  | 
Catherine,  Elizabeth  J.,  John  (deceased).  David, 
Patsey,  Daniel,  Robert  J.  M.  Abel  H.  Shuford 
was  born  October  11,  1796,  and  died  January  4,  ' 
1858;  October  4,  1820,  he  married;  both  himself 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  ' 
Church.  He  was  a Whig,  but  took  no  active  part 
in  politics.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  spent  his  school  days  in  the  old 
schools  of  that  date.  He  worked  with  his  father 
till  1846,  when  he  went  to  Northern  Mississippi, 
where  he  resided  seven  years,  and  in  February,  I 
1851,  he  married  IMiss  Ellen  Grider,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Polly  Grider,  natives  of  Kentucky.  Af-  | 
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ter  marriage  he  remained  in  Mississippi  two  years, 
when  he  came  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  clerking  in  Jacksonport  till 
after  the  war,  he  being  exempt  from  military  serv- 
ice on  account  of  age,  and  of  being  a cripple. 
Like  a great  many  others,  he  lost  all  his  pi\>perty 
during  the  v,'ar,  and  when  peace  was  declared 
found  himself  in  possession  of  a dog,  which  had 
followed  him  to  Texas  and  back,  and  tw'O  old  mules. 
From  1865  to  1870  he  clerked,  and  then  bought 
160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  now  resides,  having 
cleared  about  ninety  acres  of  the  same.  In  1874 
he  w'as  elected  county  treasurer,  which  office  he 
has  held  continuously  since,  with  the  e.xceiition  of 
the  years  1880  and  1882,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. He  is  a Democrat,  though  conservative, 
is  a member  of  Poole  Lodge  No.  40.  Chapter  and 
Council,  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , at  Jacksonport,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  he  being  trustee  and  steward. 
The  family  consists  of  Fanny  (wife  of  Frank  How- 
ell), Mattie  (wife  of  Rev.  David  Hare,  deceased), 
Jesse  (married  and  living  at  home).  Mary  T.  (died 
at  the  acre  of  eighteen  months).  Mrs.  Hare  and  her 
four  children  live  at  home.  Mr.  Shuford  had  one  of 
the  first  cotton-gins  in  this  country,  a horse  power 
(in  1871),  and  in  1876  erected  a steam  gin,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  ginning  and  milling,  during  the 
season  for  such  \vork,  ever  since.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  county,  and  gives  his  sup- 
port, as  far  as  able,  to  schools,  churches  and  all 
other  public  enterprises. 

Joseph  E.  Slaydeu  (deceased)  was  a native  of 
Jackson  County,  and  was  a son  of  Coleman  and 
Elizabeth  (Briggs)  Slayden,  the  father  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  the  mother  of  North  Carolina.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Hickman  County,  Teun. , 
March  27,  1834.  Two  children  were  born  to  them 
in  Tennessee,  both  of  whom  died.  Six  children 
were  born  in  Arkansas,  viz.  : Atlantic,  born  .kpril 
13,  1839;  Artaraesa,  born  November  11,  1841, 
married  Levi  Eader,  December  27,  1858.  and 
died  December  IS,  1879;  Joseph  E. , born  June 
22,  1844,  married  Miss  Cordelia  Graham,  a native 
of  Jackson  County,  Ark.  ; Cordelia,  l)orn  December 
30,  1846,  married  Job  Greenhaw,  a farmer  of  Bird 
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Township,  Jackson  County;  Ariminty,  born  March 
13,  1848,  became  the  wife  of  James  P.  Gurgo,  a 
native  of  Tenne.ssee,  and  died  June  2,  1871;  Jo- 
sephine, born  January  21,  1852,  married  Frank 
B.  Ray,  and  is  now  deceased.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  Joseph  E.  Slaj'den  owned  a farm  in  Union 
Township,  which  was  under  cultivation,  and  upon 
which  he  lived  fifteen  years;  he  owned  in  all  300 
acres,  of  which  200  were  well  improved.  He  after- 
ward purchased  160  acres  which  were  mostly  under 
cultivation,  and  still  later  bought  240  acres  more, 
upon  which  he  erected  a good  dwelling  and  barns. 
The  latter  place  was  his  home  until  his  death,  and 
then  became  the  property  of  his  wife  and  sister, 
Atlantic.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slayden  were  born  in 
aU  seven  children,  viz. ; Levi  Tillman,  born  Janu- 
ary 12,  1874;  William  H.,  born  January  23,  1878; 
Thomas  Jefferson,  .born  August  23,  1876;  Joseph 
E.,  born  February  9,  1880;  Julius  B. , born  March 
20,  1884;  James  Morgan,  born  February  19, 
1886,  and  Augustus,  born  August  15,  1887.  Mr. 
Slayden  was  a public-spirited  man,  of  liberal  views, 
and  always  took  an  active  part  in  every  enterprise 
for  the  advancement  of  his  county  or  State.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a member  in  good 
standing  of  Jacksonport  Lodge  No.  191,  A..  F.  & 
A.  M. , and  was  a sincere  friend  of  educational  and 
religious  interests. 

L.  D.  Smith,  postmaster  at  Tuckerman,  was 
born  in  Gibson  County,  West  Tenn. , in  1855,  the 
fourth  of  nine  children  born  to  A.  B.  and  M.  J. 
(Woodard)  Smith,  natives  of  iMiddle  Tennessee.  The 
father  was  a farmer  and  came  to  Bird  Township, 
Jackson  County,  in  1873,  where  he  died  in  1876, 
his  wife  surviving.  Of  this  family  there  were  Mon- 
roe M. , Leroy  D.,  James  R.  (deceased),  George  L., 
Ashley,  Maggie  (Mrs.  Hogan),  Mollie  (Mrs.  Mc- 
Farland), Lena  (Mrs.  Layton),  Decatur  (deceased), 
Maud  (deceased).  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  be- 
ing raised  on  a farm,  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Gibson  County.  Coming  to 
Jackson  Countv  in  1873,  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  he  entered  the  grocery  and  drug  business,  in 
1883,  erecting  a frame  building  that  year,  having 
lived  in  Tuckerman  since  1882.  In  1879,  in  El- 
gin, this  county,  he  married  Nora  Coe,  daughter 


of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Coleman)  Coe,  early  settlers 
of  Independence  County,  where  the  father  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  till  his  death,  in  1864. 
His  wife  died  in  1885.  They  have  a family  of  four 
children:  Gussie  M. , Gertie,  Ralph  and  Kate. 

: Mr.  Smith  is  active  in  politics,  voting  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  received  his  commission  as  post- 
master from  Cleveland.  He  has  served  as  magis- 
trate six  years,  has  been  delegate  to  county  con- 
ventions  at  ditferent  times,  and  was  a delegate  to 
Little  Rock,  in  1888,  to  a convention  of  the  various 
Democratic  clubs.  He  always  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  worthy  enterprises  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  county. 

Hon.  John  W.  Stayton  is  a prominent  attorney 
I of  Newport,  i4rk.,  and  is  a native-born  resident  of 
Helena,  Ark.,  his  birth  occurring  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1835.  He  is  a son  of  Thomas  N.  and 
Esther  (Hams)  Stayton,  who  were  born  in  Dela- 
ware and  Virginia,  respectively,  but  their  mar- 
riage occurred  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  whither 
the  father  had  moved  with  his  father.  Hill  D. 
Stayton,  in  1820.  They  located  in  what  is  now 
Helena,  Phillips  County.  Hill  D.  was  a civil  en- 
I gineer,  and  came  here  with  a contract  for  sur- 
! veying  land  for  the  Government,  and  this  occu- 
pation he  followed  until  his  death.  The  ma- 
j ternal  grandparents  were  Virginians,  who,  at  an 
I early  day,  settled  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
j later  in  Louisana,  coming  from  there  to  Arkansas 
I about  the  year  1832,  also  taking  up  their  abode  in 
I Helena.  Mr.  Hams  was  a planter,  and  died  in 
I Helena.  Thomas  N.  Stayton  was  a small  boy 
I when  he  was  brought  to  Arkansas,  and  his  early 
I youth  was  spent  in  farm  labor.  Like  the  majority 
[ of  boys,  the  occupation  which  received  his  atten- 
; tion  in  his  youth  became  his  calling  in  after  life. 

^ and  his  enterprises  in  the  interests  of  agriculture 
i have  been  attended  with  good  results.  Although 
i he  has  now  almost  attained  his  four-score  years, 
i he  is  still  <piite  active,  the  “ravages  of  time” 

^ having  had  but  little  effect  upon  him.  Of  six 
children  born  to  himself  and  wife,  but  three  are 
living:  John  AV.,  Dr.  D.  A.,  and  R.  F.,  wife  of 

Dr.  C.  C.  Horriug.  John  AAb  Stayton  remained 
on  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his 
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eighteenth  year,  when  he  entered  the  high  school 
of  Helena,  and  while  there  formed  the  resolution 
to  make  the  profession  of  law  his  occupation 
through  life,  and  upon  leaving  school  he  entered 
upon  his  legal  studies  with  a determination  to  sue-  j 
ceed,  and  after  a most  thorough  preparation  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857,  at  Helena.  From 
that  time  until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  practicing  in  that  town, 
then  took  charge  of  the  county  clerk’s  office,  and 
served  faithfully  and  well  until  the  night  of  the 
9th  of  July,  1802,  when  Helena  was  captured  by 
the  Federal  troops,  and  everybody  was  put  under 
arrest,  Mr.  Stayton  being  among  the  number. 
Upon  his  release  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  being 
urged  by  some  of  his  friends  to  accept  a position 
there,  did  so,  and  remained  about  one  year. 
From  that  time  until  I860  he  resided  in  Helena, 
and  at  the  latter  date  came  to  Jacksonport.  and 
embarked  on  the  sea  of  merchandise,  and  success- 
fully conducted  this  business  until  1874,  when  he 
again  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
The  first  office  which  he  held  was  that  of  city  re- 
corder of  his  native  town,  and  in  1868  he  was 
chosen  mayor  of  Jacksonport,  and  in  1874  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
Upon  the  re-organization  of  the  State  government, 
under  the  constitution  of  1874,  he  was  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  in  1884  was  chosen  to 
the  position  of  State  senator  from  the  Twenty- 
ninth  District,  and  served  a term  of  four  years. 
In  1885  he  was  elected  president  pro  tem.  of  the 
senate,  and  was  actincr  governor  in  the  absence  of 
Gov.  Hughes.  From  1874  to  1878  he  was  county 
and  probate  judge,  and  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
the  different  and  responsible  positions  he  has  held 
is  too  well  known  to  need  any  additional  words  of 
compliment;  suffice  it  to  say  that  he  always  labored 
on  the  side  of  right  and  justice,  and  that  his  career 
was  above  reproach.  Since  1885  he  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Newport,  and  as  a member  of  the  legal 
fraternity  he  has  few  superiors,  and  is  a fluent  and 
elegant  pleader.  He  has  always  been  victorious 
whenever  his  name  has  been  announced  l>efore  the 
public  as  a candidate  for  any  office,  and,  although  he 


has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  he  has  been  recog- 
nized as  a leader  by  his  numerous  friends  and 
acquaintances,  and,  as  a natural  result,  honors  have 
been  bestowed  upon  him.  He  is  a member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  On  the  31st 
of  June,  1801,  ho  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Wickersliam,  a native  of  St.  Louis,  by 
whom  he  has  had  four  children,  three  now  living; 
Joseph  M. . partner  with  John  W.  in  business; 
Mattie  B.  and  John  W.,  Jr. 

George  K.  Stephens,  a well-known  liveryman 
and  farmer  of  -Jackson  Comity,  was  born  in  Madi- 
son County,  Tenn.,  in  1840,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Mary  J.  (York)  Stephens,  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee,  respectively,  the  father  dying  in 
the  latter  State  in  1859.  After  his  death  the  family 
moved  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  located  in 
Bird  Township,  where  they  resided  until  the 
mother’s  death,  in  1882.  George  was  reared  prin- 
cipally in  Tennessee,  and  came  to  Jackson  County. 
Ark.,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  1801,  when 
the  Civil  4Var  called  so  many  thousands  of  young 
men  from  home  and  family  to  face  the  fate  that 
awaited  them  from  cold  steel  or  leaden  bullet,  he 
never  hesitated  a moment,  but  gallantly  w^ent  forth 
to  bear  arms  anei  battle  fbr  the  Confederacy.  He 
became  a member  o^  the  First  Arkansas  Eegiment, 
and  the  first  that  left  the  State,  and  was  mustered 
in  at  Lynchburg,  Ya.  His  first  battle  was  at  Ma- 
nassas, and,  after  that  engagement  was  over,  he 
was  discharged,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

I He  soon  enlisted  again,  however,  and  joined  Hook- 
er’s cavalry  company,  but  was  afterward  dis- 
mounted and  piit  into  the  Thirty-second  Arkansas 
regiment,  in  which  body  he  served  iintil  the  close 
of  the  war.  Mr.  Stephens  took  part  in  a number 
of  battles,  and,  at  the  evacuation  of  Little  Rock, 
was  captured  and  confined  for  two  months  in  that 
city.  He  w'as  then  taken  to  Pleasant  Hill,  and  ex- 
, changed,  and,  in  a battle  some  time  afterward,  re- 
ceived a wound  in  his  left  hand  from  a ritle  ball. 
After  the  war  he  returned  home  and  resumed  his 
farm  work,  now  owning  between  3,000  and  4,000 
acres  of  vali,iable  land,  with  about  900  acres  under 
cultivation.  In  1809  he  embarked  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness at  Jacksonport,  and  continued  there  until 
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1880,  when  he  removed  to  Newport,  where  he  has 
been  ever  since,  and  has  established  a lucrative 
trade.  He  was  married,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Mary 
Stewart,  by  whom  he  has  had  hve  children:  Isaac 
W.  (who  has  charge  of  the  livery  business),  Marv' 
A.  (wife  of  Judge  M.  IM.  Stuckey),  Florence  M., 
Fannie  G.  and  Sarah.  Mr.  Stephens  lost  his  first 
wife,  and,  in  1878,  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  York, 
by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Stella,  Guy 

and  Lydia.  He  is  a Mason,  and  a very  popular 
man  in  both  business  and  social  circles. 

T.  S.  Stephens,  the  popular  and  efficient  sheriff 
and  collector  of  Jackson  County,  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  Tenn.,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1849,  and  is  a son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  J.  (York) 
Stephens,  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  re- 
spectively. The  parents  were  married  in  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  and  resided  in  that  city  until  the  father’s 
death  occurred,  in  1851.  The  mother  was  again 
manied,  her  second  husband  being  Alexander 
Claridge,  and  shortly  afterward  moved  to  Jackson 
County,  Ark.  Four  children  were  born  by  her 
first  marriage,  three  of  them  yet  living:  George 
E.,  Fannie,  widow  of  Elsie  Brown,  and  Theophi- 
-lus  S.,  and  by  her  second  husband  one  child  was 
born,  John  H.  The  elder  Stephens  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  followed  that  vocation  all  his 
life,  while  the  husband  of  his  widow,  Mr.  Claridge, 
was  a school-teacher,  who  taught  for  some  time  at 
the  West  Fnion  College,  near  Cuba.  The  latter 
gentleman  died  at  Sulphur  Rock,  Independence 
County,  about  the  year  1869,  and  his  wife  survived 
him  until  1882,  dying  in  the  town  of  Newport.  T. 

S.  Stephens  was  only  eight  years  old  when  he 
moved  to  Arkansas  with  his  mother,  and  received 
the  greater  portion  of  his  education  in  Independ- 
ence County.  He  remained  on  the  farm  and  cul- 
tivated the  soil,  an  occupation  he  seemed  to  take 
delight  in,  until  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  made 
a visit  to  Jacksonport.  While  at  that  place  he  met 
and  was  introduced  to  several  business  men,  and  i 
the  idea  of  a commercial  life  then  seemed  to  enter  ' 
his  nund.  The  consequence  was  that  he  remained 
at  Jacksonport  and  went  into  one  of  the  grocery 
firms,  where  he  clerked  for  several  years.  In 
political  life  he  was  always  very  active,  and  after  a 


few  years’  residence  in  that  city  he  was  elected  con- 
stable, and  filled  the  office  for  two  terms,  in  tlie 
meanwhile  terminatincr  his  enr^agement  with  the 
grocery  firm,  and  carrying  on  a livery  business  of 
his  own.  His  integrity  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  himself  while  in  office  won  the  sup- 
port of  almost  every  citizen,  and  in  1882  he  was 
' elected  sheriff  and  collector,  the  office  he  fills  at 
present,  and  to  which  he  has  been  re-elected  four 
terms  Mr.  Stephens  owns  al:>out  1,200  acres  of 
good  land,  and  has  some  500  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, the  soil  being  adapted  to  almost  any  kind  of 
growth,  and  also  good  for  grazing  purposes.  On 
March  4,  1884,  he  met  and  won  Miss  Belle  Taylor 
for  his  bride,  who  died  in  November  of  the  same 
year.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Emma  Kellogg,  ' 
whom  he  married  on  July  15,  1885.  This  union 
gave  them  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  | 
living:  George  K.,  Ralph  C.  and  Mary  J.  Both  | 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  while  Mr.  Stephens  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternitv,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge 
and  Encampment,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Knights  of 
Honor  and  Legion  of  Honor.  He  is  prominent  in 
political  affairs,  and  a popular  man  among  all 
classes  of  society,  his  position  being  such  that  he 
is  brought  in  contact  with  many  different  phases 
of  life  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

A.  Steveley,  the  proprietor  of  the  New’port  Lum- 
ber Company,  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N.  J., 
May  1,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  Andrew  and  Jean- 
nette (Hay)  Steveley,  who  were  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  genealogy  of  the  family  can  be  traced  back  3<  j() 
years.  Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grand- 
parents died  in  New  Jersey,  in  which  State  Andrew 
Steveley  also  died,  his  death  being  caused  from 
cholera,  in  1848.  He  was  a copper  refiner  by  oc- 
cupation. and  made  this  his  calling  through  life. 

A.  Steveley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  j 
one  of  the  two  children,  born  to  himself  and  wife,  ' 
now  living,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  married 
again,  becoming  the  worthy  companion  of  John 
Frame,  who  was  a participant  in  the  War  of  1812. 
She  also  died  in  New  Jersey.  A.  Steveley  was 
rejired  and  educated  in  his  native  State,  and  in  his 

I 

youth  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade.  At  the 


N_ 
■>  • 


TO  Yiioiam 


200 


I 


^ ;7i  i;»fl  ';"Vi 


I 

..,H 


u.  u7/J  'W.j'i 


;( t 1.  i ■):>*!  -.iv  '.'''i  .;_  V/‘4 

L'.'lJ'i  1:'  I''  •*« 

iii  |)uil /»ihi''*ii3 


: u!' 

(((■•■■ 


v r.r/iJ,  i'-  J' 

3 - ■ • 

■4  1 uiT^ridi}  O' 

!'■  ,t{iih  V"  ■•''JV5 

_ ' ii.-'l  : UHdhl/iio  orJ 

in  I'.'.ruorr. 

fj.'.. ' 

•il'-l  iivK''«'d 

-pAX  p'"' 

,M  no'w  '7,i;.'  ri 

.oiiu  /'  l-'.o.  ' 

' r ;..  i-vuiiiioo  r! 

i.i  iff  Lvt. 

.U"Nr'  J, '■■ 

..  .’(i!  Vu  i’J  i'i 

' iK'tH  ni'i  iis'd  .MiOdT- 

i >.i' 

•f  i ,,'d}..  bi;, 

. t. --1  ,ij  ' 

.d'wY  'I'riL 

■■('^  'Jf-i'  o ( .. 

.;.|,  'I.  :■!:...  ■ 

■■'  ■ ■ "U'--yiq 

■v(';  > .1  !;  dX  ,:f:',-'d'' 

Oil'.  ,1  r-.  ,-. 

'•i:  i/o  a,'  . : : • 

.-li'.  'd 

•t.di'.'!' 7'io‘.  i.  liUr 

piiii  <d  Mtotl.v  i «>7oor^ri  o^d?^-,088l 

k\  *>rf50l  b/'ff^k&ljwA  f>nii  hoi)  .'JtKljrt  fly9<i 

■O'  YKS!'-  «<r#r  eH 

(<-.d  Aii  m<>dw  Xf*  t>WwoJ?. 


: UJ-'  'i'rf  'Mj  'i  " 
;'':i  v;ui 
. .-..•,l  Lr!<,j 


boo>> 

{y.i.'i'  ;i>j'  “'.t  ii<v  '■  ' ' ‘ 

o I i.'.i,  lol  I .o, i . .(i5  J.ijT-Ji  , I 

£ul  f-r.T  ' -juiVf  ii;,  >’19UJ  >r)lf  _ ' H'noi.'l 

•>r,.u:-  >/ii  uf' ;-7  -E*; i. ; ■ -i  j.:\ 

4;-^.iihHiui'0>:C  9«5  i-noTV^ 

t^iurr  ^idX  .‘V:^r  -/Ju  i-  !io.  E>-t  n.;ui  >>a 
l',7  v,o\'J  Uic-i  / ,Q'j'!!i]'r:j'r 


ill.,'..' 

1 A.  J.r;.: 

. .'>  it.'jlfili  yf\  0'j> 

'i'V.ri  :^017O 

di'' 

M niv  --i.  >>-’  ■>:.  y 

.'i:  '!f!  ^I5‘..d<|0l8 

-.'tliE  biift  'x\lt 

'.vi 

^.i'7d’.{‘<.l?  .,J/I  ■ 

.riiT/  ,d'4i.'J fu'-i 

I'-'-bo 

■'qb 

0t.i  .0  -O  .X  .TUinwbril  otdo'iBb'- 

o.!t  qt  qjnoi 

lo  s 

t.fd4t.i!7l  .-■sidrA'l 

'V  Md‘r.-  7*  . r‘.-jj 

.■.•7;f:i>,Oi'7i,  iMl.d 

lii 

tiv.i-ltij'.iq  ■ . I'H. 

, '<•■■.■' J'l  lo 

J bilfi  'iOiloIr 

llr- 

jj.fioms  ■•.’i.nat  ‘r. 

br<|'r)q  a l.’r.s  .sO' 

iifqi  [Kar-iilotr 

Oli  , 

)rJ; 

aCO+A. .}  ■■ilii  . V lot 
\ 

oi'ta  J.'  aoXKfili 

IM’ ii :-7  I 

..■  X_>  ‘ij.xo'1-'  It 


■ LU:J 

..V,X  ■/* 

■11‘Jiv -■  i.i; 


>.'■  J 

' li'^  S< 


■'  t,' . 


1; 


■rr,;,  . , |'■■.'|  I : 7/ ■:'i;,'  )'!'  I 

Ij.1'1  iM  ‘-!l  v'V/’.  vj'.il  i'7 

> -(Jl  ,.Y. 

ar  ;rxod  .vdJxqiM'./',)  T^r. 

;..,if.  lo  n »‘fin 

V ' 'yt*)7r  )Ij7X  (vf  l'l!,  O^tOlT 

' ; in'M  Tl-irr.l  •>dl  3o-'^’4i)laNL'*.’  ojfT 
...  , ■ tri£,,.  Xint’tixx<i[  .S'fit  d.tV.Xl  • 

■.■>■  lbi>A  •j'r'--  C‘  li,'  <:t  a:  Xa.iJ  ■. 

‘ .-t'j  I''.;-'  'i:7>  eiii  •-•■< 

.7C‘  "<y  'nqqoo  f;  niJV/  oH  xit 

'^0. ’dd  .ddi  ii/uxnoib-.qro 

,,Ljo  fti  rhi;  'io  eri)  ,v;<j  ■ A 

rnsfi  Ifo^atUl  o.i  aiod  ,0^3’il>uiio  OWJ  ni?  X’  . 
[wfnRia  v7uJ,'i  /7  infd  fsirf  lafis  t>0fi  ,^0i7i!  '7?',,;T 

il(k*l  io  UOiurit;X»TO'>  ^V)<OW 

ii.  Vs”?-'  o\  i;T".qjt>4,i'V'iq  a,  /xsu.rx  t 

.Vs»K,u!  • hwO'  -»»(-■ 

?(d  iji  '1:  7:  .ibriJd  :,id  ;!X  L-vi-sx 

‘'(ij  1/i  ij.jr0(jv 

■ ■ • ■ , . ,P  -.4,  .i,  . ■ 


\£  .U  ,io  aSiw)  .A 

j/  -ifJU'.r  ijliB  .x)  OUJflO**! 

I a ui  Hivx  ,8781  «i  ,£)0fl  ,9lw 
.'VI  li  i//>d  asH  ed  modw  , 
.i-iilf  ft  if  *>H  .BibvJ.  hiia 
> bm\  • v'.nlsuxJ  dJod  iii  dftxn 
tii'Jiq.-q 'mJ.'  .nnadqeJi^ '*.8  .T 
7i  t!'<od  ,rXu‘..*’)  (K;';!-v>«X  lo  toIswUoo  boo 
.{ii-jA  5o  dj08  ay-i  UM  jao«ibBl& 

,l  wriif:  b/»rt  dji'Cfti  Jo  xk.K'.s  fei  . baa  ,.01*81 

■•!  -ujlfldT  btlH  dMOy^  5o  ,-iflfJifq^^lS 

iii'  bvr'iftiK  .8409-<flq  sdT  .^foviJwqs 
...'■f  tfb  l ',th  bJiifi  vJio  01  ba&  ,ji0dT 

n'lK^iU  <-'■''  -t-d-loai  bJT  j<13!  ai  ,I»9TiO!>ao  dlasb 
iql./’i4r:'i  A b>vii'.*^i0d  bfl09<9si  *R*d 

fiL  -J'it'-t.qi  ii^tvom  Y,fi*foda  ba«  ^gbhafl) 

•jftd  ,’d  tm>d  a .5.77  wq'?  J-tl  .\iiUuiO 

;H'jiivd  X> imS  ■ 

■i0qofvuJ.  iHi.ti  .n7jqi5‘l'qj.aild  lo  «obi'fr  ,»tl0rta'^  ,JS 
blidi  i.i'.fyotiH  \d  bfiM  i-S  wil- 

-'>;.dei  i'  dijv,'  fjdX  -H  odd%  ,xnod' 

aid  i*a  m-'iuioov  ifid.t  b -^wodoi  I aa  /tbuTii  \d 
■vi -7]f  wohit/  rt'rd  io  otii  oVuitf  ,#W. 


i 


:}ii  ' ■ ud  'fiiOf!  "soi  :)(i^itiid,-  .A'-’  ,wdoi.!®l-Ioori!)«  « saw 

*m‘T  .hJpO  ’tt-m  noiaJJ  latiV/'  odt 


a-jo-of)  'exj  -Hinl  J'iodqfnB  ■ •3«  boib  ' 

b-.. ; 'rr  ; oiivy  aid  bujj  adJ  joqrfa  .rlanoO 

,T  Xfoify'-HTJ  lo  owql  9cl)  ni  :gqi'ib  ,S88JL  liJaw  mid 
o ; bto  ftSBor  J/i-viu  vfoo  sim '.ect^dqaig  .3 

.U'  / ' -n  b'lii  .‘jedioi.o  aid  iL  'ifr  fiaeoniltA  ol  bfjvcmi' 

JU‘.»q'-dvnI  at  ddiljuowfio  -id  lo  nothotj  lainert^  sdi 
-Up  buB  ucnil  odit  ud' IrtnlBUt '1  -..il  .?^innoO  »on9 
siilaj  oi  ’ol  ao;4flqn-70ci  0ft  ,Iioa  t'dl  bulB^il 

•shBiii  Oil  jjftfift  < tWaitoo  f/)  tiiil  lilno  .nH'IsUdb 
ieai  5tl  ■oiBlq  ihii'i  ift  -didW  tioqtioealoftb’oJ  jjai?  « 
buu  .nsai  fH-tevoer^o}  baouboilai  esw  bna 

loiiio  ol  bau'  i'ia  !i»dl  olil  iBmacimor)!  a !6  sobi  eili 
latu-fttoai  exi  Jf-Hi  fpnoapaeGOO  oilT'  «id 

, tiiij  Vj  otKt  r,vdoI  bn*  hoqnoejl5ttli  il* 

fif  wl  J>5olif>io  aiedw  ,8anb 

a TOitlft  f^Ois  x?’»7  is7»wIfi  8BW  oei  slil  isotiiloq 

.•ITI*  • 


JACKSON  COUNTY. 


008 


ago  of  twenty-one  years  he  left  his  home  and 
parents  to  take  up  his  abode  in  New  Y"ork  City, 
and  after  working  at  his  trade  in  that  city  for  about 
five  years  he  removed  to  the  “Nutmeg  State.” 
In  1857  we  find  him  in  Wisconsin,  which  State 
continued  to  be  his  home  until  1878,  in  which  year 
he  removed  to  the  city  of  Chicago,  where  he  acted 
as  foreman  for  different  establishments  until  1884. 
At  that  time  he  removed  to  Newport,  Ark. , and  be- 
came manager  for  the  Newport  Lumber  Company, 
continuing  as  such  until  February,  1889,  when  he 
bousrht  out  the  entire  establishment,  and  has  since 
managed  affairs  alone.  He  manufactures  lumber 
of  a fine  grade,  and  ships  to  many  different  points, 
but  principally  to  Chicago,  and  his  establishment 
gives  employment  to  about  forty  men  the  year 
round.  Mr.  Steveley  is  a member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  a public-spirited  citi- 
zen, and  in  the  interest  of  all  good  works  has  been 
an  active  participant.  In  1846  he  was  married  to 
Maria  Adair,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  her 
he  has  five  children:  Eliza,  Benjamin,  Walter, 

John  and  William. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Strider,  though  still  a young  man, 
has  established  an  enviable  reputation  in  Jackson 
County,  and  is  one  of  its  leading  physicians.  He 
was  born  in  Tallahatchee  County,  Miss.,  on  the 
12th  of  July,  1857,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  A.  and 
Abigail  (McMullen)  Strider,  the  former  a native  of 
Virginia,  who  moved  to  Mississippi  in  his  boyhood, 
locating  in  Tallahatchee  County,  where  he  was  af- 
terward married,  residing  there  until  his  death, 
in  1874,  the  wnfe,  who  was  a native  of  Tennessee, 
dying  a number  of  years  previous.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  Doctor  is 
the  only  survivor,  and  when  the  latter  was  only  two 
years  old,  he  was  taken  charge  of  by  an  uncle,  who 
died  in  1865,  and  later  by  his  aunt,  with  whom  he 
still  makes  his  home  on  a farm  in  Jackson  County. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  attended  lectures  at  the  University 
of  Nashville,  from  which  institute  he  graduated  in 
1879.  He  immediately  returned  to  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, and  commenced  practicing,  which  he  continued 
up  to  1883,  when  he  abandoned  his  profession, 
E^uch  to  the  regret  of  a large  number  of  friends. 


and  turned  his  attention  entirely  to  farming.  Ho 
owns  480  acres  of  land,  and  has  200  acres  under  ; 
cultivation,  the  largest  portion  of  the  farm  having 
been  improved  since  his  residence  rrpon  it.  He 
raises  corn  and  cotton  principally,  but  the  soil  is 
I valuable,  and  w'ell  adapted  to  almost  any  growth,  ! 

and  he  has  been  as  successful  in  this  venture  as  be  ! 

I was  in  his  profession.  In  1879  the  Doctor  was 
married  to  Miss  Ada  Frost,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
i by  whom  he  has  had  three  children:  Maud.  Mary  ; 
and  Caroline,  and  he  is  a kind  husband  and  in-  ' 
diligent  father,  as  well  as  a valuable  citizen  to  the 
community.  Dr,  Strider  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  Ylasonic  fraternity,  and  the  Agricult- 
ural Wheel. 

M.  YI.  Stuckey,  the  county  and  probate  judge  of 
Jackson  County,  and  one  of  its  leading  men,  was 
born  at  Alton,  111.,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1858, 
and  is  a son  of  Ylichaol  YI.  and  Amelia  (Bush- 
I weiler)  Stuckey,  the  father  a native  of  Kentucky,  i 
and  the  mother  from  Worms,  Germany,  in  the  ' 
province  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  YIrs.  Stuckey  coming  ! 
from  her  native  country  with  a cousin,  Louis  May, 
who  is  now  a prominent  New  Y'ork  banker.  The  ’ 
father  met  and  was  married  to  her  in  Illinois, 
j where  they  resided  for  a number  of  years,  and  then  ! 
I moved  to  Wichita.  Kas. , their  present  residence.  J 
' The  father  is  a well  known  and  popular  minister  of  j 
' the  Ylethodist  faith.  Nine  children  were  born  to  ' 

I 

the  parents,  of  whom  eight  are  yet  living:  Ylar-  ' 
, garet,  Lucy,  YI.  YI. . Ylilton,  F rederick  and  Ylinnie. 

: The  elder  Stuckey  was  twice  married  previous  to  | 
meeting  Yliss  Bushweiler,  both  of  his  former  wives  I 
being  sisters  by  the  name  of  YIcCauley.  YI.  YI.  ! 
Stuckey  was  reared  and  received  a common  school 
education  in  Butler,  111.,  completing  his  studies  at 
the  Depann  University  of  Greencastle,  Ind.,  which 
he  left  at  the  end  of  the  sophomore  term.  After 
his  college  days  were  over  he  traveled  for  the  house 
of  R.  L.  Billingsley  A Co.,  St.  Louis,  for  a few 
years,  and  then  severed  his  connection  with  the  ! 
firm,  coming  immediately  to  Jackson  County,  Ark. 

He  there  taught  school  for  a short  time,  and  com- 
menced reading  law  under  Judge  Phillips.  In 
! September,  1883,  ho  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  and  * 
in  1884  he  commenced  to  practice,  meeting  with 
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reiuarkable  sticcess  since  that  time.  In  18S6  he 
■was  elected  to  his  present  office,  and  re-elected  in 
1888.  Judge  Stuckey  is  a self  ma'le  man.  and 
one  who  has  worked  himself  up  in  the  world  by  his 
own  intellect  and  industry.  He  has  made  a repu- 
tation in  his  profession  that  is  seldom  equaled, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  is  better  posted  in  the  tine 
points  of  law  than  any  other  lawyer  in  that  sec- 
- tion.  He  was  married,  in  July,  1888,  to  Miss  Alice 
Stephens,  who  has  been  a devoted  wife,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while 
the  Judge  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  takes  a 
great  interest  in  all  affairs  of  his  county,  which  he 
understands  will  be  of  benefit  to  its  citizens,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  that  commu- 
nity. The  Judge  has  completed  a set  of  abstract 
books  of  Jackson  County,  which  are  a boon  to  its 
citizens,  as  any  title  may  be  found  within  a few 
minutes,  and  they  are  at  his  office  for  inspection 
any  day. 

Solomon  D.  Sullins,  a farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
residing  on  Section  29,  Grubbs  Township,  Jackson 
County,  came  to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  in  the 
year  1849.  He  is  a son  of  Jesse  and  Catherine 
(Eaves)  Sullins,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  to 
whom  were  born  ten  children,  all  of  w’hom  gi-ew  to 
maturity,  married,  and  have  homes  of  their  own. 
One  of  the  sons  married  in  North  Carolina,  where  he 
still  lives.  The  other  members  of  the  family  who 
are  still  living  reside  in  Arkansas,  all  farmers  and 
farmers’  wives.  Solomon  D.  married  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Hankins,  July  11,  1869.  She  is  a native  of 
Georgia,  from  which  State  her  parents  moved  to 
Craighead  County,  Ark.,  and  thence  to  Jackson 
County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullins  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  viz. : Celia  C.,  born  in  November, 
1870,  now  the  wife  of  Nathan  Holbrook,  of  Bates- 
ville.  Independence  County,  Ark. ; Georgia  A. , 
born  in  September,  1872;  Cornecei  A.,  born  in 
January,  1874;  William  L. , born  March  80.  1875; 
Isaac  J.,  born  in  1876;  Sarah  J. , born  in  1878; 
Lydie  O. , born  in  1879;  Maiy  Frances,  born  in 
1881;  James  A.,  born  in  1884;  Solomon  Wright, 
born  in  1886;  and  Jesse  T.,  born  in  188*9.  iMr. 
Sullins  commenced  business  for  himself  in  Decem- 
ber, 1866,  working  for  three  years  with  an  older 


brother,  James  Sullins,  at  the  expiration  of  which  | 
time  he  rented  land  that  he  cultivated  one  year. 

He  then  bought  a tract  of  land  which  was  partly 
improved,  and  had  a very  good  log  house  which 
had  been  erected  by  the  former  owner.  He  made 
many  substantial  improvements  on  this  place, 
planting  a good  orchard  of  peaches  and  apples. 

In  1882  Mr.  Sullins  rented  and  moved  to  the  farm 
upon  which  he  now  resides,  which  place  he  pur-  | 
chased  in  1884.  He  now  owns  in  all  660  acres  of 
good  land  in  Jackson  County,  which  is  well  adapted 
to  all  the  varieties  of  products  of  the  temperate 
zone.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullins  and  the  four  older 
children  are  members  of  the  Chri.stian  Church, 
w’orsbiping  in  Robinson’s  Chapel. 

J.  A.  Sursa  was  born  in  Madison  County,  111., 
in  1840.  He  was  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  seven  i 
children  born  to  William  and  Elizabeth  (Steward) 
Sursa,  natives  of  Tennessee.  William  Sursa,  who 
was  a farmer  and  millwright,  moved  from  Tennes- 
see to  Madison  County,  111.,  in  1832,  locating  on  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  remained  until  1847 ; he  then 
moved  to  Jefferson  County,  purchasing  a farm  near 
Mount  Vernon,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  | 
his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1865.  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth Sursa  still  resides  in  Mount  Vernon,  111.  Of 
their  children  besides  our  subject,  George  is  mar- 
ried, and  is  a farmer  in  Missouri,  and  Sarah,  now 
Mrs.  Staley,  lives  near  Mount  Vernon,  111.  J.  A. 
Sursa  was  brought  up  on  a farm,  receiving  his 
education  in  his  native  county.  In  1876  he  re- 
moved to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  first  locating  near 
Elgin,  where  he  worked  as  a farm  laborer.  He 
then  engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  in  Lawrence 
County,  Ark.,  purchasing  in  1880  a tract  of  timber 
of  120  acres,  which  he  commenced  clearing  and  ^ 
improving;  he  erected  a good  log  house,  and  now 
has  all  except  forty  acres  fenced,  with  sixty  acres 
under  cultivation.  Mr.  Sursa  was  married,  in 
Greene  County  in  1881.  to  Elizabeth  Can,  who  was 
born  in  Tennessee  and  reared  in  Kentucky,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  iMargaret  Can,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Ketitucky;  the  mother  removed  to  ^ 
Greene  County  in  1 880,  and  later  to  Jackson  County, 
where  she  died  in  1882.  Mr.  Sursa  has  a good  j 
home  in  Glass  Township,  and  devotes  his  entire 
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attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising;  he  is  inter- 
ested in  every  enterprise  for  the  advancement  of  \ 
the  county,  and  is  a puldic- spirited  man.  i 

John  Sweat,  residing  between  Weldon  and  Tu- 
pelo, on  Section  9,  was  l)orn  in  Georgia  in  May 
1848,  being  a son  of  Noah  and  Betsy  J.  (Hargett) 
Sw’eat,  natives  of  Sout’n  Carolina.  John  has  been 
a farmer  all  his  life,  having  been  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  on  coming  to  Arkansas  rented  ' 
of  L.  B.  McDonald,  of  Newport.  Ark.,  where  he 
has  lived  for  years.  In  1888  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  land,  about  sixty  being  improved,  and 
since  that  time  has  cleared  some  twenty  acres, 
about  ten  being  under  cultivation.  51r.  Sweat  has 
345  acres  under  cultivation  on  the  McDonald  farm. 
His  father  served  three  years  in  the  Confederate 
army,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  ; 
New  Hope.  December  26,  1883,  Mr.  Sweat  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  Cooper;  they  have  had  a family 
of  four  children;  Columbus.  Maud.  Lena  and 
John.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Sweat  are  members  of  the 
Sand  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Chui’ch. 

E.  J.  Taylor,  a prominent  and  enterprising 
citizen  of  Bird  Townshi{>,  Jackson  County,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  in  1814,  the  tifth  child  of 
Charles  and  Mary  (Turner)  Taylor,  of  North  Car-  ' 
olina,  the  father  an  extensive  .planter  of  North 
Carolina,  who  died  in  Mississippi  in  1855,  his  ex- 
cellent wife  dying  in  1836.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  educated  in  ^ 
the  subscription  schools  of  Alabama,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  enlisted  for  three  months’  serv- 
ice under  Gen.  Scott,  against  the  Creek  and  Sem- 
inole Indians,  after  which  time  he  clerked  in 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  for  nine  years,  and  in  1845  went 
to  Memphis,  and  conducted  a general  store.  After 
his  marriage,  in  1850,  he  engaged  in  farming,  in 
De  Soto  County,  Miss.,  till  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  improved  a large  plantation,  and  in  18<‘>6 
moved  to  Memphis,  and  opened  a grocery  and 
commission  business,  which  he  conducted  until 
1873,  when  he  sold  the  business,  and  came  to  Bird 
Townshij),  locating  at  Elgin.  He  engaged  in  farm-  I 
ing,  and  now  owns  a good  farm  of  2.000  acres, 
in  Jackson  and  Inde])eudence  Counties,  with  600 
under  cultivation,  raising  principally  cotton.  In 

57 


connection  with  his  son,  James  O.,  he  has  a cot- 
ton-gin and  grist  mill,  and  also  <a  lumber  mill,  for 
their  own  use.  They  also  have  a supply  store. 
His  son  is  postmaster  at  Elgin.  Our  subject  is  a 
Democrat,  and  a member  of  Memphis  Lodge,  A. 
F.  & A.  M. , and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  1850 
he  married  Mary  J.  Oliver,  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  (Clark)  Oliver,  of 
Virginia  and  Georgia:  the  father  died  in  1848, 
and  the  mother  in  1850.  They  have  two  children: 
James  O.  married  Julia  Ethel  Dosw’ell,  and  Lucy 
Ann.  Mr.  Taylor  is  actively  interested  in  every 
thing  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  county. 

Thomas  Toler  is  a native  of  Johnson  County, 
N.  C.,  and  was  born  in  November.  1844.  He  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Holder)  Toler.  \vho  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  next  to  the  youngest.  Both  the  pMernal 
and  maternal  ancestors  were  of  Irish  descent,  and 
were  pioneers  of  North  Carolina.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  who  was  a native  of  Wayne  County, 
N.  C.,  owned  and  operated  a very  large  plantation 
in  Johnson  County,  where  he  was  a well-known  and 
influential  man.  '"  He  was  a soldier  in  tl;e  War  of 
1812,  and  for  many  years  served  as  magistrate, 
taking  an  active  part  in  politics  and  sympathizing 
with  the  Whig  party.  He  died  in  Johnson  County 
in  1849,  his  widow  surviving  until  1865.  Thomas 
Toler,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  the 
pursuit  of  farming,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  and  subscription  schools  of  Johnson  County. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Weldon,  N.  C.,  June  24.  He  took  part 
in  the  Seven  Days’  Battle  around  Richmond,  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  Winchester,  and  at  the  siege  of 
Petersburg,  doing  service  wit’n  the  corps  of  sharp- 
shooters: he  received  a wound  in  the  left  leg  and 
was  first  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Richmond. 
He  was  then  sent  home  on  wounded  furlough, 
where  he  was  captured  by  Sherman,  taken  before 
Blair,  and  was  imprisoned  at  Hart’s  Island,  N.  Y.. 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  to  Johnson 
County,  N.  C. , he  engaged  in  farming  until  1867. 
when  he  went  to  Obion  County,  Tenn. , and  farmed 
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two  years.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  and  two  years  later  bought  a tract  of  160 
acres,  in  Glass  Township,  six  acres  of  which  were 
cleared.  He  planted  an  orchard  and  made  some 
improvements,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  rented 
land.  In  1877  he  purchased  240  acres,  which  were 
partly  improved,  and  which  he  still  owns,  having 
now  under  cultivation  seventy-hve  acres,  upon 
which  he  raises  some  timothy  and  clover,  but  more 
cotton.  Mr.  Toler  read  law’  at  one  time  and  now’ 
does  some  successful  practicing  in  the  justice’s 
court,  having  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  since 
1883.  Mr.  Toler  was"  first  married,  in  Sampson 
Coimty,  N.  C. , in  1864,  to  Virginia  J.  Walton,  of 
Raleio^h,  N.  C.,  who  died  in  1879.  Of  the  children  I 
born  to  this  union  four  are  living,  viz. ; Thomas  W. , \ 
a physician  and  surgeon,  of  Swifton;  Charles  A.,  a 
traveling  salesman;  Anna  V.  and  Edw’ard  C.  In 
1880  Mr.  Toler  married  Martha  Lollar,  of  Law- 
rence County,  Ark.  .w’hose  parents,  David  and  Sarah 
(Michael)  Lollar,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
and  settled  in  Law’rence  County,  Ark.,  before  the 
war,  W'here  the  mother  still  lives,  the  father  being 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toler  have  three  chil- 
dren: William  A.,  Mary  Carolina  and  Mattie. 

Mr.  Toler  is  an  active  politician,  voting  with  the 
Democrats.  He  is  also  a member  and  elder  in  the  ! 
Christian  Church,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  , 
and  indueutial  farmers  of  Glass  Township.  | 

Rush  L.  Tucker,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  of  ; 
Grande  Glaise  Township,  was  born  in  Arkansas, 
October  22,  1843,  the  son  of  Stitch  and  Minerva 
(Steel)  Tucker.  Our  subject’s  grandfather  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1812,  when  Stitch  was  one  year  old. 
He  had  three  children  by  his  first  wife,  the  father 
of  Rush  L.  being  the  third,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty  eight,  his  wife  dying  in  1873.  In  Stitch 
Tucker’s  family  there  were  three  children;  Sarah 
E. , Chester  A.  and  Rush  L.  The  latter  received 
his  education  in  the  private  schools  of  his  county. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment 
Arkansas  Volunteers,  and  served  until  October, 
1864.  Mr.  Tucker  is  the  owner  of  150  acres  of  ; 
land,  which  he  gained  by  iidieritaiici*.  100  acres  from  1 
his  mother’s  estate,  the  remainder  from  his  father’s.  I 
He  has  been  a large  land  owner,  but  has  sold  it,  till  ' 


he  now  owns  but  160  acres, twenty-five  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  He  was  married.  January  31, 
1864,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Hall,  a native  of  Tennessee. 
They  had  three  children,  two  now’  living;  Stephen 
H.  and  Chester  A.  September  12,  1875,  he  mar- 
ried iliss  Celia  Foster,  a native  of  Arkansas. 
Their  three  children  are  Lucy,  Robert  Lee  and 
Jesse  Gray.  October  12,  1886,  Mr.  Tucker  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Snider,  of  Mississippi,  who  has 
borne  one  child,  Nellie  Ann.  Mr.  Tucker  is  a mem- 
ber of  Byers  Lodge  No.  81,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Bradford,  IVhite  County,  Ark.  He  takes  no  act- 
ive part  in  politics,  but  is  a Democrat,  and  is  a 
friend  to  all  religious,  social  and  educational  ad- 
vancement. 

Joseph  J.  Walker,  circuit  clerk  and  ex-officio 
county  clerk  and  recorder,  of  Jackson  County,  was 
born  in  Christian  County,  Ky. , on  November  12, 
1843.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Delila  A. 
(Coffman)  Walker,  of  Logan  County,  Ky. , and  of 
Scotch  and  Dutch  descent.  The  Walker  family 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Kentucky,  and 
the  grandfather,  in  his  younger  days,  w’as  an  asso- 
ciate of  Daniel  Boone.  The  father  was  left  an 
orphan  when  quite  small,  and  was  reared  on  a farm, 
but  upon  reaching  maturity,  he  branched  out  for 
himself  and  entered  into  commercial  life,  at  Chilli - 
cothe.  Mo.,  where  he  remained  several  years.  He 
next  resided  in  Greene  County,  111.,  where  he  died 
in  1871,  the  mother  also  dying  in  that  county,  in 
1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  are  yet  living;  William  E.,  of  Buone 
County,  Ark.;  George  H. , of  Quincy,  111.;  Mary, 
widow  of  John  Fitzsimmons,  of  CaiTollton.  111.  ; 
Joseph  J.,  Phillip,  deceased;  John  R.,  James  V., 
and  Emma,  deceased.  Joseph  was  reared  in  Ken 
tucky  until  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  moved  to 
Missouri  with  his  parents,  in  which  State  he  re- 
mained until  the  Civil  War  commenced.  After 
that  he  went  to  Quincy,  111.,  and  from  there  to 
Atchison,  Kas. , then  to  Nebraska  City  anti  finally 
back  to  Quincy,  111.,  where  he  resided  until  1866, 
when  he  came  to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  located 
at  Elgin.  He  here  found  emj)loyment  as  book- 
keeper with  a business  house  in  that  town  and 
remained  with  the  firm  three  vears.  He  next 
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commenced  farming  and  continued  at  that  until 
the  fall  of  1875,  when  he  removed  to  Jackson 
port,  and  again  entered  into  mercantile  life,  con- 
tiuuinti'  in  that  branch  until  1883.  He  then  en- 
tered  the  sheriff’s  office  as  deputy,  and  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  the  fall  of  1884,  when  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  office,  and  twice  re-elected. 
Mr.  AValker  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section, 
and  a prominent  and  influential  man  in  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and 
Knights  of  Honor,  as  well  as  the  American  Legion 
of  Honor.  He  was  married  August  3,  1869,  to 
Miss  Deborah  B.  Foushee,  by  whom  he  has  had 
five  children;  Joseph,  Owen,  Emma,  Mattie  and 
Bessie,  and  with  his  wife  he  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

James  Edward  “Wallace,  a planter  and  stock 
raiser  of  Union  Township,  Jackson  County,  was 
bom  in  Rutherford  County,  N.  C.,  September  7, 
1852,  and  is  a son  of  W'esley  W.  and  Isabella 
(Rutherford)  Wallace, natives, respectively, of  Edin- 
burg, Scotland,  and  Rutherford  County,  N.  C. 
Wesley  W.  Wallace  emigrated  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Miss.,  about  1852,  where  he  lived  until  1862, 
when  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  locating  on  Village 
Creek,  Section  10,  Jackson  County,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  J.  W.  Parish;  upon  this  farm  Mr. 
Wallace  lived  until  his  death,  in  1865,  and  w^as 
buried  in  the  family  cemetery,  which  was  on  the 
farm.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  eight 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz. : Sarah  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years),  W'illiam  (who  served 
in  the  Confederate  Army,  Seventh  Arkansas  Reg- 
iment, under  command  of  Col.  Cleburne,  and  at 
the  battle  of  Franklin,  Teun.,  lost  his  right  arm, 
died  in  1871,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  cetue- 
teiy"),  Carrie  (who  married  Dr.  Chunu,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Searcy,  White  County,  Ark.),  James  E., 
Amelia  (wife  of  N.  B.  Wishou,  of  Newport,  Ark.  ), 
Mary  (who  married  I.  D.  Price,  postmaster  of 
Newport),  Rina  (wife  of  W.  C.  Wislion,  agent  for 
the  Adams  Express  Company  at  Newport),  Katie 
(wife  of  a physician  at  St.  Louis,  5Io.),  John  W., 
and  Dr.  R.  W.  (who  married  a Miss  Brooks,  of 
Florida,  and  now  resides  in  Texas  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising).  James  E.  Wallace 


was  but  thirteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  and  being  one  of  the  elder  boys  a | 
great  deal  of  responsibility  fell  upon  him.  He  I 
assumed  the  management  of  the  farm  and  took  j 
upon  himself  the  rearing  and  educating  of  the  i 
younger  children,  all  of  which  he  performed  with  | 

credit.  Mr.  Wallace  now  owms  three  farms,  con-  | 

taining  in  all  about  540  acres,  of  which  212  acres  ; 
are  well  improved  and  under  cultivation,  growing  ’ 
principally  cotton  and  corn,  with  some  oats,  millet,  j 
clover,  etc.  October  11,  1877,  he  married  Mary  ; 
E.  Hart,  who  is  a native  of  Tennessee.  Of  their 
four  children  three  died  in  infancy;  the  stirvivor, 
William  Wallace,  was  born  March  11,  1884.  Mr. 
Wallace  is  a member  of  Newport  Lodge,  I.O.O.F., 
which  he  joined  in  his  twenty-first  year. 

John  M . Wallace,  a prosperous  and  enterpris- 
ing merchant,  of  New^port,  Ark.,  was  born  in  iMar- 
shall  County,  Miss. , in  the  town  of  Holly  Springs,  ! 
on  the  29th  of  January,  1854,  being  a son  of  Wes-  | 
ley  W.  and  Isabella  M.  (Rutherford)  Wallace,  the  : 
former  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  latter 
of  North  Carolina.  They  were  married  in  North 
Carolina,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  where  they  purchased  a farm  and  a j 
number  of  slaves,  and  conducted  their  plantation  , 
with  success  for  a number  of  years.  About  1862  | 

they  removed  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  located  j 
in  Jackson  County,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
father’s  death,  in  1865,  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
a large  plantation  near  Newport.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  until  1877,  when  she,  too,  passed  to  her  j 
long  home.  Eight  of  a family  of  eleven  children 
survive  them:  Carrie  V.  (wife  of  Dr  T.  D.  ChunnI.  i 
James  E.,  Amelia  (wife  of  N.  B.  Wishon),  John 
W.,  Mamie  (wife  of  I.  D.  Price),  Rina  E.  (wife  of 
W.  C.  Wishon),  Kate  (wife  of  Dr.  G.  Hurt),  and  ! 
Robert  W.  John  W.  Wallace,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  was  only  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  parents’  location  in  this  county,  and  here  he 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  after  securing  a nood 
common  school  education  he  completed  his  scho- 
lastic training  in  the  North  Arkansas  College.  Upon  i 
leaving  his  school  days  behind  him  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  as  a clerk  for  Wishon  Bros.,  of 
i Jacksouport,  and  after  remaining  with  them  in  this 
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capacity  for  seven  years  he  was  taken  into  the  busi- 
ness as  a partner.  They  only  remained  thus  con- 
nected one  year,  when  Mr.  Wallace  sold  to  them 
his  interest  and  embarked  in  the  same  enterprise 
on  his  own  responsibility,  establishing  himself  in 
Newport,  the  firm  name  being  John  W.  Wallace  & 
Co.  At  the  end  of  one  year  he  purchased  his  part- 
ner’s interest  and  has  since  been  alone.  He  was 
so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  property  in  the  tire  of 
1883,  but  he  removed  to  Rogers,  Ark. , and  opened 
a store;  not  liking  the  location,  however,  he  sold 
his  goods  and  returned  to  Newport.  His  stock  of 
goods  is  well  selected  and  extensive,  and  Mr.  Wal- 
lace fully  deserves  the  success  which  is  attending 
his  labors,  for  he  conducts  his  affairs  on  strictly 
honest  principles,  and  is  enterprising  and  industri- 
ous. He  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  he 
and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Vannie  Lynn, 
and  whom  he  married  in  1884,  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  bona 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  by  Mr.  Wallace  is  the 
mother  of  one  child — Ruth. 

T.  T.  Ward.  One  of  the  best  known  members 
of  the  Arkansas  press,  is  Mr.  Ward,  who  edits  the 
Jackson  County  Herald.  He  was  born  in  Bertie 
County,  N.  C.,  on  February  8,  1843,  and  is  a son 
of  T.  W.  and  Frances  E.  (Bentley)  Ward,  of  the 
same  State.  The  father  died  while  on  the  way 
with  his  family  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  is 
buried  at  Glade  Spring,  Ya.  The  other  members 
of  the  family  came  on  to  Tennessee  and  located  at 
Brownsville,  where  they  remained  until  1852, 
when  they  moved  to  Batesville,  Ark.  Y’oung 
Ward  was  reared  and  educated  in  Batesville.  and 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  was  apprenticed  to  the 
printer’s  trade,  which  he  had  thoroughly  learned 
at  the  end  of  his  term.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Seventh  Ar- 
kansas regiment,  and  served  until  the  surrender, 
taking  part  in  the  l)attles  of  Shiloh.  Mufreesboro, 
Chickamauga,  Franklin,  and  in  fact  all  the  greciter 
engagements.  His  war  record  is  one  that  will 
never  be  tarnished  by  time  nor  die  out  of  the  rec- 
ollection of  his  old  comrades,  and  no  man  ever 
fought  more  gallantly  for  the  cause  he  undertook 
than  did  Private  Ward.  On  December  lb,  1804, 


he  was  severely  wounded  by  a rifle  ball  in  the 
right  wrist,  but  after  his  recovery  continued  to 
serve  until  the  surrender.  After  the  war  was  over 
he  returned  to  his  trade,  and  in  1879  purchased 
the  Herald,  which,  under  his  management,  advanced 
to  a larger  circulation  than  it  had  ever  attained 
before.  In  1882  he  moved  the  paper  to  Newport, 
and  has  since  then  issued  it  from  that  city.  Mr. 
Ward  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Belle  Harbison. 
by  whom  he  has  had  two  children:  Allie  and  May, 
and  has  one  of  the  brightest  homes  in  Northeast  Ar- 
kansas. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

W.  J.  Watkins.  A name  that  is  familiar  to 
many  households  in  Northeast  Arkansas,  and  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  in  that  section,  is  Dr. 
Watkins.  He  was  born  in  Rush  County,  Ind. , 
on  October  14,  1849,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  A.  (Miller)  Watkins,  of  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  respectively.  The  families  are  of  Welsh 
and  German  descent,  and  the  grandparents  on 
both  sides  were  born  in  Virginia.  The  paternal 
grandfather  emigrated  to  North  Carolina,  and  re- 
sided in  that  State  several  years,  when  he  removed 
to  Rush  County,  Ind.,  where  he  died,  as  did  also 
the  maternal  grandfather.  The  father  of  Dr. 
Watkins  was  a farmer,  and  was  married  in  Indiana. 
In  his  latter  days  he  carried  on  a successful  bro- 
kerage business,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
one  of  the  best  known  brokers  in  Brown  County. 
His  body  was  removed  to  Rush  County  and  buried, 
as  was  also  that  of  the  mother.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  w’hom  seven  are  still 
living:  Berry  H. , Martha,  Perry,  William  J., 

Louisiana,  Hester  A.  and  Felicia.  The  Doctor 
was  reared  in  Rush  County,  and  moved  to  Brown 
County  when  in  his  fourteenth  year.  He  received 
a very  liberal  education  in  his  youth,  and.  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  began  to  study  medicine. 
In  1807  he  commenced  to  attend  the  medical  lec- 
tures at  the  Ohio  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati, 
and.  in  1872,  he  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati 
College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  After  being  thor- 
oughly versed  in  his  profession  he  went  to  N('w 
burg,  Ind.,  and  commenced  practicing.  He  rt' 
mained  there  a short  time,  and  then  moved  to  .\r 
kansas,  locating  at  Clover  Bend,  but,  three  year- 
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after,  he  again  changed,  and  settled  at  Walnut 
Kidge,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  remained  un- 
til the  spring  of  1SS9,  when  he  left,  to  the  regret 
of  many  friends,  and  moved  to  Newport.  He  is 
building  up  a fine  practice,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  competent  physicians  in  that  section, 
besides  being  a very  popular  man  socially.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Lawrence  County  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  was  its  president  for  a number  of 
years,  as  well  as  being  a member  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  The  Doctor  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  was  the  State  medical  ex- 
aminer of  that  organization  for  three  and  one-half 
years,  also  belonging  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Jen- 
kins, daughter  of  Dr.  J.  H.  and  Sarah  C.  {nee 
Wayland)  Jenkins,  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  by 
whom  he  has  had  one  child,  G.  Maxey,  the  lady 
being  a sincere  and  conscientious  Christian,  and  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  Wat- 
kins has  become  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
valuable  citizens  of  whom  Lawrence  County  can 
boast.  He  is  always  a leading  spirit  in  anything 
advancing  and  improving  the  community. 

E.  L.  Watson.  In  any  worthy  history  of  Jack- 
son  County,  Ark.,  the  name  that  heads  this  sketch 
will  always  be  given  an  enviable  place  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  county,  and  its  self-made 
wealthy  business  men.  His  experience  in  life  has 
been  quite  a varied  one,  but  at  the  same  time  re- 
flects only  credit  upon  him  as  a man.  He  was 
born  in  Pulaski  County,  Ga.,  November  25,  1819, 
and  is  a son  of  Grin  and  Lydia  (Smith)  Watson, 
who  were  of  English  descent,  early  settlers  of 
Georgia,  and  removed  to  Tennessee,  locating  in 
Henry  County,  in  1822,  where  his  mother  died,  in 
1828,  and  his  father  died  on  his  second  trip  from 
his  home  in  Georgia,  in  camp  on  Chattanooga 
Mountains,  Tennessee,  in  1822.  The  father  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  and  wife  became 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living;  LeKoy,  Martha  A.  and  Elbert  L. 
The  most  important  years  of  the  latter’s  life  were 
spent  in  Tennessee,  after  he  had  reached  his  fif- 
teenth year,  and  although  he  was  reared  in  town, 
most  of  the  education  he  received  was  obtained 


through  self- application.  In  1836  he  left  home 
and  kindred  to  fight  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
soon  found  himself  in  Hickman  County,  Ky.,  where 
he  remained  until  1851,  beinrr  ent^afred  in  the  oc- 
cupation  of  merchandising  and  farming.  He  also 
served  for  quite  a number  of  years  as  sherifi"  of 
that  county.  On  the  25th  of  December,  1853,  he 
arrived  in  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  and  immediately 
located  in  Jacksonport,  where  he  opened  a mer- 
cantile establishment,  conducting  the  same  with 
the  best  of  success  for  a great  many  years,  hut 
in  1801  gave  up  this  work  to  enlist  in  Patterson’s 
Eigfhth  Arkansas  Reeriment,servinc;  until  the  month 
of  June,  1802, when,  on  account  of  rheumatism,  he 
was  compelled  to  resign,  and  returned  to  his  homo 
and  fireside.  In  1883  he  removed  to  Newport, 
where  he  carried  on  merchandising  until  February, 
1880,  when  he  sold  out  and  engraged  in  the  broker’s 
business,  which  he  is  still  successfully  conducting. 

He  has  now  in  process  of  erection,  a substantial 
bank,  and  is  putting  in  a fine  iron  and  steel  cased 
burglar  and  fireproof  vault,  at  a great  expense,  and 
the  bank,  when  finished,  will  be  known  as  the 
I Newport  Safe  Deposit  Bank.  Mr.  Watson  owns  | 

I about  20,000  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  and  adjoin- 
I ing  counties,  a part  of  which  is  occupied  by  ten- 
ants, and  several  of  his  farms  are  very  finely  im- 
i proved  and  are  very  valuable.  To  his  second 
I marriage,  with  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Caldwell,  in  1858,  a 
family  of  five  children  have  been  born:  Oren  D., 

1 Mattie,  Ellen,  Birdie  and  Bessie.  Mrs.  Watson 
I is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

I and  he  is  a Mason,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  and  | 

! prominent  men  of  Jackson  County,  having  been  a j 
: resident  of  this  county  for  thirty-six  years.  ; 

j T.  J.  Watson,  a retired  and  highly  respected  j 
[ merchant  of  Jackson  County,  was  born  in  Hick-  j 
I man  County,  Ky.,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1845, 

; and  is  a son  of  E.  L.  and  Mary  (James)  Watson. 

: Mr.  Watson  was  but  nine  years  old  when  he  came 
! to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  with  his  parents  and  re- 
1 ceived  the  greater  portion  of  his  education  at  the 
; Forest  Home  Academy.  Like  many  of  the  young  | 
i men  at  that  period,  his  Southern  blood  was  aroused  | 
; at  the  fir.st  iutimation  of  war,  and  he  joined  the  | 
j Confederate  army  in  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion. 
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HISTOEY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


becoming  a member  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry, Company  E.  He  took  part  in  the  tight  at 
Parker’s  Cross  Roads,  Thompson’s  Station  and  a 
number  of  other  engagements  and  skirmishes,  and 
in  February,  1804,  he  was  captured  at  Fort  Donel- 
son  and  confined  for  about  three  months.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  was  paroled  and  returned 
home,  where  he  embarkeel  in  business  at  Jackson- 
port,  until  February,  1888,  when  he  moved  to  New- 
port and  carried  on  his  business  cpiite  extensivelv, 
but  in  1889  he  sold  out  and  has  been  practically 
retired  ever  since.  In  1874  he  was  elected  by  the 
county  court  to  collect  the  revenue  of  Jackson 
County,  but  owing  to  some  fault  of  the  bond, 
which  was  $200,000,  he  was  never  qualified.  Mr. 
Watson  was  married  in  1809  to  Miss  Eliza!  eth 
Boyd,  of  Jackson  County,  by  whom  he  has  had 
five  children:  Kate  M.,  Lucy,  Elbert  L..  Bessie 
and  Fannie.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  Hugh  DePayne  Commandery  at  Little 
' Rock,  as  also  the  Hiram  Council  No.  18  and 
Blue  Lodge,  at  Newport,  holding  the  offices  of 
Past  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodw,  and  Past  Hio-h 

O C? 

Priest  of  Jackson  Chapter,  as  w'ell  as  positions  in 
the  Council;  he  is  also  an  ex-memlrer  of  the  Knicrhts 
of  Pythias  and  Ancient  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
is  also  Senior  AVarden  of  the  lodge  at  Newport,  and 
has  been  representative  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
at  the  Grand  Lodge.  Mr.  Watson  is  a full  fiedged 
Mason,  and  takes  a deep  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  fraternity. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Watson,  of  Newport,  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark. ; in  1848, 
and  is  the  only  child  of  William  and  Nellie  (Cald- 
well) Watson,  natives,  respectively,  of  Virginia 
and  Arkansas.  William  Watson  emigrated  from 
Virginia  to  Middle  I'ennessee  at  an  early  day,  and 
in  1837  located  in  Hempstead  County,  Ark. ; he 
was  a physician  and  surgeon,  and  became  the 
owner  of  a largo  plantation  in  Hempstead  County. 
In  1858  he  moved  to  Jackson  County,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  went  to  Craighead  County,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1864;  he 
served  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  took  quite  an  act- 
ive part  in  politics  as  a Jeffersonian  Democrat.  The 


mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1855.  Dr.  R.  P. 
Watson  was  reared  to  the  pursuit  of  farming;  he 
attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  after  his  father’s  death  educated  himself,  at- 
tending the  seminary  at  Jonesboro  until  1870, 
when  he  entered  the  old  Fniversity  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Louisville,  graduating  from  the  latter  insti 
tution  in  1872.  The  same  year  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Jonesboro,  remaining,  how- 
ever, but  a short  time.  He  also  acted  as  medical  i 
examiner  for  a New  York  life  insurance  company. 
November  7,  1872,  Dr.  Watson  married  Martha 
Florence  Dorld,  of  Jackson  County,  a daughter  of 
Atlas  and  Margery  (Stegall)  Dodd,  the  former  a 
native  of  Mississippi,  and  the  latter  of  Memphis. 
Tenn.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Dodd  came  to  Jackson 
County,  at-  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  VilLage 
Towmship,  where  Dr.  Watson  now  resides;  they 
now  live  in  Izard  County.  Ark.  After  his  mar- 
riage, Dr.  Watson  removed  to  Jackson  County, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  connection  with  his 
practice.  In  1881  he  removed  to  La  Crosse,  Izard 
County,  w'here  he  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
attention  to  his  profession;  in  1884  the  cyclone 
destroyed  his  residence,  and  the  following  year  he 
moved  to  his  present  residence.  Dr.  Watson  owns  j 
2,354  acres  of  land  in  one  tract,  of  which  350  acres  i 
are  under  cultivation,  and  near  by  has  another  ^ 
farm  of  1000  acres,  with  350  acres  more  improved.  I 
He  has  erected  a good  cotton-gin  and  grist  and 
saw- mill,  and  has  been  one  of  the  leading  stock-  , 
men  of  the  county.  He  is  a member  of  the  White  , 
River  Stock  Breeders’  Association,  and  owns  a great  i 
many  fine  full-blooded  horses  and  cattle  and  hogs, 
in  which  he  takes  a great  deal  of  pride.  Politi- 
cally he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party,  ! 
and  has  twice  been  a delegate  to  the  State  Conven- 
tion. He  is  a member  of  Philadelphia  Lodge  No. 
127,  A.  F.  & A.  M. , of  Izard  County,  and  also  j 
belongs  to  the  I.  0.  O.  F.  at  Newport.  >Six  chil-  | 
dren  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  5Irs.  Watson,  viz.;  j 
Margerv  Ella,  Belle,  Willie  Dodd,  who  died  in 
ISSl,  aged  eighteen  months;  Gracie.  Baxter  B.  j 
and  Roljert  S.  Mrs.  Watson  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  also  of  the  East- 
ern Star  Chapter,  of  Newberg.  The  Doctor  is  one 
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of  the  live  and  enterprising  men  of  Jackson  Conn- 
ty,  where  he  is  well-known  for  his  public  spirit 
and  active  interest  in  every  public  enterprise. 

Robert  West,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  the  son  of  Robert  C.  and  Sarah 
(Willard)  West,  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Car- 
olina, respectively.  They  had  a family  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  only  two,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  and  Dr.  Crawford  West,  of  Tuckerman, 
born  May  18,  1855,  are  now  living.  Robert  West 
came  from  South  Carolina  with  his  parents,  to 
Arkansas,  in  the  year  1866,  locating  in  Jackson 
County  upon  a farm  rented  of  W.  R.  Jones;  they 
lived  there  one  year,  then  rented  a farm  of  a non- 
resident, where  they  lived  one  year;  they  again 
rented  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Jones,  and  the  following 
year  bought  a farm  in  Union  Township,  where  the 
father  died  at  the  age  of  hfty-two.  In  1875  he 
bought  land  in  Union  Township,  Section  36,  and 
after  remaining  there  one  year,  bought  the  farm 
upon  which  he  now  lives.  This  farm  was  partly 
improved.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  West  owns 
450  acres  of  cotton  and  corn  land,  205  acres  of 
which  are  cultivated;  in  addition  to  this,  he  is  cul- 
tivating 800  acres  of  rented  land.  Mr.  West  is  a 
man  of  unusual  energy  and  determination,  such  a 
one  as  is  needed  to  build  up  a country  like 
this.  In  1874.  October  24th,  Robert  married  Miss 
Josephine  E.  Miller;  they  have  had  a family  of 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sarah 
Emma  (born  November  11,  1878),  Cromwell  H. 
(born  February  18,  1886),  and  Thurman  (born 
December  13,  1888).  IMrs.  West’s  parents  were 
George  W.  and  Emma  (H. ) Miller,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Arkansas. 

Wiley  J.  Westmoreland,  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  is  a son  of  William  and  Annie  ( Bridges) 
Westmoreland,  natives  of  Georgia,  William’s  father 
being  a native  of  Westmoreland  County,  Ya. 
Wiley  J.  was  born  March  16,  1833,  in  Georgia, 
being  the  eldest  of  a family  of  twelve,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living  in  Arkansas.  Our  subject 
was  raised  on  a farm,  and  never  engaged  in  anv 
other  business  than  farming.  He  came  to  Arkansas 
with  his  parents  in  1857,  and  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land,  a forty-acre  tract,  in  1856,  in  White 


County.  About  twenty  acres  were  cultivated;  he 
put  in  one  crop,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  sold 
I it,  after  which  he  rented  land,  w^hich  he  worked 
' till  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty- fourth 
Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment,  participat- 
ing in  the  Prairie  Grove  buttle  in  1862,  the  battle 
of  Helena  in  1863,  and  also  the  battles  of  Pleas- 
I ant  Hill  and  Jenkins’  Ferry,  and  served  faithfully 
till  May  5,  1865,  when  he  returned  home,  having 
' been  under  Gen.  Kirby’s  command,  Pierce’s  divi- 
sion. On  his  return,  he  rented  a farm  in  BaiTen 
Township,  where  he  lived  till  1868,  when  he 
bought  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  lives.  At 
the  present  time,  he  has  forty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  raises  good  grades  of  horses,  cattle  and 
hocrs.  In  1885  Mr.  Westmoreland  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Gray)  Swick.  who  has  one  child,  Susan 
Naomi  Swick.  They  have  had  no  children.  5Ir. 
Westmoreland  has  served  his  township  as  school 
director  for  five  years,  and  in  5Iay  last  was  elected 
for  a term  of  three  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  with  his  wife,  belongs  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  of  Denmark,  a small  vil- 
lage of  Barren  Township. 

J.  M.  Westmoreland,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Bradford,  Ark.  Clriginally  from  Coweta  County, 

I Ga. , Mr.  Westmoreland’s  birth  occurred  in  1853, 
and  he  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  the  union  of  Dr.  William  and  Anna 
(Bridges)  Westmoreland,  both  natives  of  the  same 
State  as  their  son.  Dr.  William  Westmoreland 
attained  his  growth,  and  wms  married  in  his  native 
State,  removing  from  there  to  Arkansas  in  1856. 
He  settled  in  Wliite  County,  Liberty  Township. 

: and  there  rented  land,  but  at  the  same  time  fol- 
lowed his  profession,  becoming  prominently  known 
all  over  the  county  in  the  latter  capacity.  He  then 
moved  to  Jackson  County,  Barren  Township,  where 
he  purchased  an  unimproved  farm,  and  became 
well  known  all  over  the  county,  not  only  as  a suc- 
cessful and  eminent  physician,  but  as  a social, 
pleasant  gentleman.  He  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  socially  a Mason.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  2d  of  June,  1877,  and  his  wife  previous  to 
this,  on  the  21st  of  February,  1874.  J.  M.  West- 
moreland. like  the  average  countrv  bov.  assisted  on 
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the  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Barren  Township.  He  was  married  in 
that  township,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Nettie  Lovell,  a 
native  of  Missouri,  and  afterward  settled  on  his 
present  property,  where  he  has  125  acres  of  land, 
with  thirty-tive  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has 
erected  good  houses  and  out  buildings.  He  is  at 
present  quite  deeply  interested  in  the  raising  of 
stock.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is 
not  active  in  politics.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Westmore- 
land are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their 
marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children: 
Willie  and  Alta.  Mr.  Westmoreland  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to 
the  community’s  welfare,  and  is  a tir.st-class  citizen. 

John  N.  Williamson,  of  Arkansas,  planter  and 
stock  raiser,  w’as  born  in  Marshall  County,  Tenu., 
in  1822.  His  father  w'as  John  Williamson,  of 
Virginia,  who  married  Mary  Hunter,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  was  a farmer  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Tennessee,  where  he  died,  in  Marshall 
County,  in  1832,  his  widow  surviving  till  1852. 
John  N. , the  sixth  in  a family  of  eight  children,  was 
raised  on  the  farm  and  received  his  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  Tennessee.  He  followed 
the  life  of  a farmer,  and  in  1850  moved  to  Greene 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  remained  for  live  years, 
then  going  to  Cedar  County,  of  the  same  State, 
and  in  the  fall  of  18G0  removed  to  Sharp  County, 
Ark.,  engaging  in  farming  part  of  the  time  during 
the  war,  in  Missouri.  In  1SG6  he  came  to_Jackson 
County,  Ark.,  located  at  Elgin,  renting  land,  and  in 
1870  bought  a timber  tract  of  100  acres,  on  which 
there  were  no  improvements,  and  no  settlement  be- 
tween there  and  Elgin.  For  120  acres  of  this 
land  he  paid  $16  an  acre,  and  for  forty  acres,  $10. 
He  at  once  cleared  off  a place  for  a cabin,  and 
commenced  clearing  and  improving  the  land,  until 
now  he  has  eighty  acres  under  cultivation,  on  which 
is  a good  orchard.  He  raises  a good  grade  of 
stock.  In  1847  Mr.  Williamson  married  Willmarth 
Roberts,  a native  of  Marshall  County.  Tenn. . born 
in  1829,  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Rebecca 
(Jones)  Roberts,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  i 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Tennessee. 
They  have  been  dead  some  years.  To  iMr.  and  j 


Mrs.  Williamson  have  been  born  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  living:  Narcissa  (died  at  the 
age  of  nine),  James  M.  (died  at  the  age  of  twenty), 
Thomas  N.  (of  Jefferson  Township),  Mary  E.  (died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen),  Christopher  C.  (of  Bird 
Township),  John  F.  (of  Western  Arkansas),  An- 
drew Jackson  (died  at  the  age  of  twenty),  William 
S. , Sarah  Frances  (resides  in  the  West),  Virginias 
F.,  Josephine  J.  (at  home),  and  Monroe  Pinckney 
(at  home).  Mrs.  Williamson  is  a Baptist  in  belief. 

Mr.  Williamson  is  a Democrat,  but  not  an  office 
seeker,  and  always  takes  an  active  interest  in  public 
enterprises  for  the  advancement  of  the  county. 
Our  subject  is  practically  a self-made  man,  and  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county. 

F.  L.  Williamson,  farmer,  of  Bird  Township, 
was  born  in  Limestone  County,  ,4.1a,  in  1828,  the 
only  child  of  F.  L.  and  Sarah  (Lookenbill)  Wil- 
liamson, the  father  a native  of  England,  who  came 
to  this  country  at  an  early  day,  married  in  Virginia, 
and  ffnally  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  he  died  in 
1828.  Our  subject’s  mother  went  to  Alabama  be-  j 
fore  the  country  was  sectionized,  settling  in  what 
is  now  Limestone  County,  Ala.,  and  later  moved 
to  Tennessee,  where  her  death  occurred.  Her 
father  was  among  the  first  pioneers  of  Pennsylva-  ! 
nia,  and  served  thi’ough  the  Revolutionary  War. 

He  had  two  sons  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  sub-  I 
ject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  frontier  life,  and  j 
went  four  miles  on  foot  to  the  subscription  schools  ' 
for  what  education  he  received.  He  aided  in  clear- 
ing and  developing  the  home  farm,  and  commenced  | 
farming  for  himself  in  Wayne  County,  Tenu.  In  i 
January,  1802,  he  enlisted  for  twelve  months  in 
Capt.  Powers’  company,  under  Col.  Crewes,  went 
to  Nashville,  thence  to  xUabama,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Infantry,  under  Col.  Hunt. 
Gen.  Breckinridge’s  brigade.  He  was  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh,  then  on  the  skirmish  line  to  Corinth : 
from  there  to  Tupelo,  Miss.,  then  to  Abbeville. 
Miss.  He  was  in  the  company  that  re-organizetl. 
and  was  in  service  till  the  close  of  the  war;  he  wa-; 
in  the  battle  at  Jackson;  thirty-two  days  at  Vicks- 
burg; then  went  to  Baton  Rouge,  returning  to 
Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  wuis  on  garrison  duty; 
from  there  to  Grand  -Junction,  then  to  -Jackson. 
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Merita,  Ala.,  Mobile  and  thence  to  Florida,  from 
there  to  Montgomery;  to  Atlanta  and  to  Chattanoo- 
ga; to  Knoxville,  to  Virginia,  and  back  to  Knox-  ' 
ville;  to  Chattanooga  and  Murfreesboro;  eniragred  at  ' 
Nashville,  then  on  skirmish  line  to  Murfreesboro;  he 
was  then  transferred  to  Newman’s  command.  Ten-  i 
nessee  Regiment,  and  tinally  returned  to  Tennessee 
in  18G4,  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1S67  he  came 
to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Independence  County,  ' 
and  in  1809  came  to  Jackson  County,  in  Village 
Township,  and  in  1872  to  Bird  Township,  renting 
land,  and  in  1880,  bought  100  acres  in  that  town- 
ship. Mr.  Williamson  has  taken  quite  an  active 
part  in  politics,  voting  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  seen  a vast  change  in  this  county,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  worthy  pub-  | 
lie  enterprises.  Mr.  Williamson  was  first  married  | 
in  Wayne  County,  Tenn. , in  April,  1848,  to  Vianer 
Tally,  daughter  of  Rage  and  Nancy  Tally,  natives 
of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama,  respectively,  ^ 
who  came  to  Tennessee  in  an  early  day.  Her  , 
father  died  in  1804,  his  wife  later.  By  that  mar- 
riage there  were  seven  children:  Levi,  Mary  Ann  i 
(now  Mrs.  Blake),  Calvin,  Elizabeth  tnow  Mrs. 
Beech),  William  Marion,  Caledonia  (now  Mrs.  i 
Stephens)  and  John,  our  subject.  Mrs.  William- 
son died  in  1880,  and  in  1887  Mr.  Williamson  ; 
married  Josey  Andrews,  widow,  daughter  of  John 
Petty,  an  early  pioneer  of  Tennessee.  j 

C.  W.  Winfree,  farmer  and  merchant,  Centre- 
ville.  Ark.  This  gentleman,  who  w^as  originally 
from  West  Tennessee,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  : 
1850,  is  the  second  in  a family  of  six  children  bom  ■ 
to  Charles  W.  and  Susan  H.  (Terry)  Winfree,  both 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Charles  W.  Winfree 
emigrated  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day,  and  was  a 
mechanic  (carriage  workman)  by  trade.  He  moved 
to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  1870,  settling  in  Bird  | 
Township,  and  there  followed  tilling  the  soil  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870.  His  cheerful 
companion  also  closed  her  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this 
world  in  1883.  C.  W.  Winfree  was  early  initiated 
into  the  duties  of  farm  life  and  quite  naturally,  as 
might  be  supposed,  has  since  principally  followed 
that  pursuit.  He  received  his  educJition  in  the 
schools  of  Tenne.ssee,  and  came  with  his  parents 
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to  Jackson  County,  Ark.,  in  1870,  where  ho  re- 
sumed the  duties  on  the  farm.  This  occupation  h<‘ 
has  since  continued,  and  has  opened  up  considera- 
ble land,  being  now  the  owner  of  1.700  acres  in 
Bird  Town-ship,  w'ith  000  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  has  about  450  acres  in  cotton,  and  this  is  his 
principal  pursuit.  He  also  raises  considerabh? 
stock,  principally  horses  and  mules,  and  in  fact  is 
one  of  the  wide-awake,  thorough  going  farmers  of 
the  county.  He  is  active  in  politics,  and  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  tilled  the  offices 
of  judge,  clerk  and  supervisor,  several  times,  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  and  he  also  takes  an  active 
interest  in  school  matters.  Mr.  Winfree  was  mar- 
ried, in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  in  1887,  to 
Mrs.  Fannie  E.  (Holdford)  Gray,  widow  of  Dr. 
Gray,  and  afterward  settled  in  Centreville,  where 
he  has  been  engaged  ia  merchandising  since  1884, 
but  also  carries  on  his  farming  interest.  Socially, 
he  is  a member  of  Tuckerman  Lodge  No.  192. 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  been  secretary  of  the 
same.  To  his  marriage  was  born  one  child. 

W.  H.  Wise  is  a farmer  and  merchant,  being  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Kimbrough  A Wise,  of  Wel- 
don, Ark.  His  parents  were  William  H.  and 
5Iary  E.  (Brown)  Wise,  natives  of  5Iaryland  and 
Alabama,  respectively,  wffio  moved  to  Mississippi 
at  an  early  day,  where  the  subject  of  this  skffich 
was  born,  in  De  Soto  County,  April  1,  1849.  His 
father,  a farmer  and  mechanic,  was  a relative  of 
Gov.  Wise,  of  Virginia.  He  settled  a large  farm 
in  Mississippi,  also  the  town  of  Hernando,  and  be- 
came a large  land  owner.  He  was  a Democrat,  and 
held  the  office  of  magistrate  a great  manv  vears. 
W.  H.  Wise  was  raised  on  a farm,  where  his  o]>- 
portunities  for  education  were  limited,  having  at 
tended  only  the  common  schools  of  Mis.sissippi. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  in  1870,  he  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1873  bought  eightv 
acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  on  the  present  site  of 
Weldon.  He  cleared  fifty  acres  of  this  land  and 
continued  farming  till  1885,  when  the  Batesville 
A Brinkley  Bailroad  reached  Tupelo.  At  that  time 
he  sold  forty  acres  of  his  laud  to  D.  A.  Kimbrough 
for  a half  interest  in  the  latter’s  sti)ie,  and  the 
same  year  the  firm  of  Kimbrough  A Wise  began 
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business  in  Weldon,  where  they  have  since  contin- 
ued. They  carry  a general  stock  of  goods  and  do 
a large  business.  Mr.  Wise  and  his  paitner  own  a 
large  part  of  Weldon  property,  twenty-two  lots  and 
two  blocks  having  been  sold.  In  1ST3  he  married 
Miss  Maggie  Godby,  of  Mississippi.  They  had 
five  children;  Ida,  Willie,  Esteliiia,  Maggie  Jef- 
ferson,  Edward  Hubbard,  aged  fifteen,  thirteen, 
eleven,  nine  and  six  years,  respectively.  His  wife 
died  December  27.  1883.  and  in  October,  1885,  he 
married  Miss  F aniiie  Moore,  daughter  of  S.  J.  and 
Sarah  Moore,  of  North  Carolina  and  Alabama,  who 
came  to  Arkansas  in  1870,  where  he  has  since  en- 
gaged in  farming.  They  live  at  Bowen's  Ridge. 
Mr.  Wise  is  a Democrat,  though  not  an  active  poli- 
tician. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  of  w'hichhe  is  stew- 
ard and  trustee.  He  is  active  in  the  interest  of 
schools  and  churches  in  his  community,  and  has 
done  his  share  in  the  development  of  the  country. 

Robert  A.  Wise  is  a brother  of  W.  H.  Wise, 
and  both  are  residents  of  Weldon,  Ark.  Robert 
A.  Wise  was  born  in  Hernando,  De  Soto  County, 
Miss.,  May  24,  1844.  He  is  now  postmaster  at 
Weldon  and  engaged  in  the  drug  and  grocery  bus- 
iness. He  was  the  second  child  of  W.  H.  and 
Mary  E.  (Brown)  Wise,  the  former  having  been 
born  and  reared  near  Baltimore,  Md..  and  the 
latter  at  Florence,  Ala.  W.  H.  Wise,  a mechanic 
by  occupation,  came  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  1838, 
and  went  to  work  at  his  trade,  but  his  health  be- 
coming bad  he  moved  to  Hernando,  Miss.,  in  1839, 
and  met  Miss  Brown,  whom  he  married  in  1840. 
He  was  elected  magistrate  and  sheriff  of  De  Soto 
County  for  a number  of  years,  and  he  invested  his 
income  in  real  estate  in  the  town  of  Hernando. 
Finally  his  health  became  so  bad  that  he  gave  up 
his  office  and  sold  his  property  in  town,  and  in- 
vested in  a large  tract  of  land  four  and  one-half 
miles  east  of  Hernando,  turning  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock  raising,  and  at  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1850,  his  estate,  consisting  of  land, 
stock  and  negroes,  was  valued  at  8100,000.  He 
and  his  wife  were  strict  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Robert  A.  was  raised 
on  the  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 


schools  of  North  Mississippi,  and  at  the  age  of  ' 
seventeen  he  left  school  and  enli.sted  as  a volunteer 
in  Company  K,  Ninth  Mississippi  Itegiment,  Monroe, 
Capt.  Thomas  \Vhite,  Chalmer’s  brigade,  in  the 
Army  of  Tennessee.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh and  was  sent  home  on  furlough  sick  from  Cor- 
inth. Returning  to  the  army  at  Tupelo  he  was 
taken  down  w'ith  typhoid  fever,  which  settled  in 
his  right  leg,  disabling  him  from  duty.  He  re- 
ceived an  unlimited  furlough  to  go  home,  and  re- 
mained until  further  orders.  Some  ninety  days 
later  he  recovered,  and  was  ordered  to  join  the 
army  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  as  it  came  out  of  Ken-  | 
tucky  on  its  way  to  Murfreesboro.  He  was  in  that  ; 
battle  and  all  the  skirmishes  and  fights  engaged  in  i 
by  his  command  through  Tennessee,  taking  part  in  | 
the  battle  of  Chickamaugfa,  and  receiving  a wound  ‘ 

O’  O 

in  the  breast  on  the  second  day  of  the  fight.  This, 
however,  did  not  disable  him  from  duty,  and  sub- 
sequently he  was  in  the  engagements  at  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Tunnel  Hill,  at  Dalton,  Ga.,  and  at  i 
Resaca;  he  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  at  Altoona 
Mountain.  Following  this  he  was  occupied  with  | 
his  command  in  fights  around  Atlanta  and  at  Jones-  | 
boro,  but  becoming  ill  again  he  was  sent  home, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Afterward  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a small  scale. 

His  father’s  and  mother’s  estate  was  all  destroyed 
during  the  war  and  taken  away  except  the  land. 
Robert  A.  received  his  portion  of  the  land,  which 
he  sold  and  went  to  Louisiana  to  raise  cotton  on  a 
large  scale  on  Red  River.  He  invested  every  dol- 
lar he  had  in  a cotton  crop,  but  the  first  year  the 
worms  destroyed  half  of  it  and  the  next  year  the 
overflow  destroyed  all.  He  then  came  to  Jackson 
County,  Ark.,  and  engaged  in  farming,  starting  on 
boi  rowed  capital,  and  by  hard  labor  and  economy 
he  managed  to  pay  for  a farm  near  Newport, 
which  he  sold  in  1887,  and  came  to  Weldon,  eni-  ^ 
barking  in  his  present  business.  He  is  a bachelor 
and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  South, 
and  was  an  active  member  in  the  district  school 
board  in  which  he  lived  before  coming  to  Weldon. 

He  was  also  a member  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance  or 
Wheelers.  He  has  always  been  liluual,  and  has 
, done  his  share  toward  building  churches,  schools 
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and  all  public  enterprises.  He  is  now  a cripple, 
being  paralyzed  in  the  right  hip  and  leg,  but  is 
making  a good  sxrpport  by  his  own  exertion.  Him- 
self and  his  brother  are  the  only  surviving  members 
of  a family  of  nine  children. 

N.  B.  Wishon  is  a prosperous  real  estate 
dealer  and  collecting  agent  at  Newport,  Ark.,  and 
was  born  in  Phelps  County,  Mo.,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Singleton)  Wishon,  the  former  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky'. 
Their  marriage  took  place  in  the  latter  State,  and 
they  afterward  moved  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. , when  the  city' 
contained  less  than  10,000  inhabitants  (in  1829). 
Here  Mr.  AVishon  remained  for  about  ten  years, 
being  an  employ^of  the  AViggins  Ferry  Company', 
and  acted  in  the  capacity  of  engineer.  In  1839 
he  located  near  Rolla,  AIo. , and  opened  a very  tine 
farm  of  about  1,500  acres,  and  here  he  and  his 
wife  resided  until  their  deaths.  N.  B.  AA’ishon 
remained  on  this  farm  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
and  in  1867  came  to  Arkansas  and  began  clerking 
in  a store  in  Jacksonport,  continuing  an  employe 
of  Holloway  &Co.,at  a very  low  salary,  until  1871. 
He  then  formed  a partnership  with  his  brothers, 
Frank  and  \Y.  C.,  and  the  tirm  became  known  as 
AVTshon  Bros.,  they  conducting  a general  merchan- 
dising establishment  in  Jacksonport.  In  1873 
they  opeped  up  a branch  store  at  Newport, 
which  was  the  tirst  business  house  in  the  place, 
and  was  a frame  structure,  and  this  together  with 
two  cheap  box  houses  were  located  in  the  woods. 
They  continued  at  this  point  until  1883.  then  sell- 
ing out  to  E.  L.  AVatson  & Sou.  Air.  Wishon  then 
set  to  work  to  build  up  the  town  and  put  up  a sub- 
stantial brick  block  and  several  re.sideuce  buildings, 
but  for  the  past  few  years  he  has  given  his  atten- 
tion almost  entirely'  to  the  real  estate  and  collec- 
tion business.  The  brothers  at  one  time  owned  a 
fifth  interest  in  the  original  town  site.  They  own 
eight  brick  busine.ss  houses,  and  considerable  im- 
proved residence  property,  and  unimproved  town 
lots  and  several  line  farms  in  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation, together  with  several  hundred  acres  of  tine 
timbered  and  wild  lands  in  the  coupty.  He  has 
held  several  local  offices,  and  he  and  wife,  whom 


he  married  in  1871,  and  w'hose  maiden  name  was 
Amelia  AA’allace,  are  members  of  the  Aletbodist 
I Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  are  the  parents  of 
two  childi’en;  Lena  and  Earl  H.  | 

W.  C.  AVishon,  agent  of  the  Batesvillo  A Brink  ! 
ley  Kailroad,  and  a popular  resident  of  Newport, 
was  born  iu  Phelps  County.  AIo. , in  February,  1851,  i 
and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Singleton)  ; 
AATshon.  He  was  reared  and  remained  in  Phelps 
County  until  attaining  his  twenty-second  year,  and  ' 
up  to  nineteen  years  of  age  lived  on  the  home 
farm,  and  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  })lace. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age  he  was  offered  and  accepted 
a position  in  one  of  the  business  houses  at  Rolla, 
AIo.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  w'inning  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  employers  by  per- 
forming his  duties  iu  a satisfactory  manner.  In 
1871  he  moved  to  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  and  entered 
into  commercial  life  with  his  brother,  N.  B.  AA'ishon, 
continuing  at  that  city  until  1873,  when  they  both 
removed  to  Newport,  where  they  were  among  the 
first  and  most  enterprising  business  men  of  that 
town,  and  helped  to  build  considerable  of  the 
I property.  In  1880  AV7  C.  was  engaged  by'  the 
Southern  Express  Company  as  express  agent,  and 
the  business  of  the  brothers  was  sold  in  I'ebruary, 
1882.  He  remained  with  that  company  until  1886,  ; 

w'hen  the  Batesville  & Brinkley  Railroad  opened  up 
its  line,  and  he  was  engaged  as  their  agent  at  New- 
port,  where  he  has  been  ever  since,  building  up  a | 
reputation  for  being  one  of  the  best  agents  on  the 
line.  In  1877  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Rina  AVal- 
lace,  a pleasant  and  attractive  lady',  who  has  made 
his  home  one  of  the  brightest  iu  Newport.  Air. 
AAushon  is  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity  and  ! 
the  Roy'al  Arcanum.  He  is  a prominent  man  in  i 
social  and  business  circles  at  Jacksonport  as  well 
as  Newport,  of  w'hich  latter  city  he  is  the  pioneer. 

A.  AA'iysel,  lumber  manufacturer.  Air.  AA'iysel 
I was  born  and  reared  among  the  industries  of  a 
great  manufacturing  place,  his  birth  occurring  iu 
Cambria  County,  Penn.,  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1824.  He  is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Susanna  (AVeis- 
inger)  AViy.sel,  of  the  same  county  and  State,  but 
the  great -grandfather  was  a native  of  (lennany. 
who  emigrated  to  this  country  at  an  early  period 
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and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  afterward  fighting 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  parents  of  A. 
Wiysel  emigrated  to  Wabash  County,  lud. , some 
years  after  their  marriage,  where  the  father  died 
during  the  Civil  War,  while  the  mother  still  sur- 
vives him  and  is  living  in  Indiana.  They  w’ere 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet 
liviujT,  A.  Wivsel  beinj;  the  oldest.  He  was  reared 
and  spent  his  younger  days  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  also  received  the  greater  part  of  his  education, 
and  afterwards  moved  to  Wabash  County,  Ind. 
From  there  he  went  to  Adair  County,  Mo.,  and 
remained  until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Jackson- 
port  and  was  employed  in  teaming.  During  the 
war  he  was  detailed  as  engineer  of  a large  flouring 
mill  on  the  White  River,  and  after  that  event  he 
embarked  in  saw-milling  and  lumber  manufactur- 
ing, a business  that  he  has  fostered  and  built  up 
to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  in  that  section. 
He  has  various  markets  for  his  products,  employs 
a large  number  of  men,  and  turns  out  some  of  the 
best  material  to  be  found  anywhere,  and  has  the 
honor  of  being  one  of  the  pioneer  mill  men  of 
Jackson  County.  Mr.  Wiysel  was  married  in 
1848  to  Miss  Susanna  Stemmau.  by  whom  he  has 
had  five  children,  two  of  them  yet  living:  Samuel 
and  Charles.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
his  county,  taking  an  active  interest  in  its  promo- 
tion and  welfare. 


William  D.  Yarbrough  a merchant,  of  New- 
port, Ark.,  was  born  November  28,  1850,  in  i 
Nebo,  Hopkins  County,  Ivy.  His  parents  were 
Lewis  and  Lucy  (Davis)  Yarbrough,  both  natives  i 
of  Kentucky.  William  D.  received  a fair  educa-  | 
tion  in  the  English  branches,  in  the  public  schools  ; 
of  his  native  State,  and  commenced  business  for  ' 
himself  in  1881,  securing  a position  in  the  com-  i 
mercial  house  of  Mr.  H.  V.  Ames,  of  Newport,  ' 

Ark.,  who  carried  a general  line  of  merchandise, 

_ i 

w'here  he  remained  until  1885,  when  he  paid  a | 

visit  to  his  home  in  Kentucky,  and  while  there,  on  I 
the  10th  of  February,  1886,  married  Miss  Katie  * 
Trigg,  of  Hopkins  County,  On  the  25th  of  Feb-  | 
ruary  they  returned  to  Arkansas  and  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  the  firm  of 
Ames  & Johnson,  his  former  employers.  He  re- 
mained with  them  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
when  he  purchased  a full  line  of  groceries,  and  on 
January  1,  1887,  opened  an  establishment  for  him- 
self, carrying  a well  selected  line  of  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  and  the  prediction  is,  that  Mr. 
Yarbrough  wnll  be  one  of  the  leading  business  men 

O o I 

of  the  community.  Mr.  Y’arbrough  is  a member  in 
good  standing,  of  the  Newport  Lodge.  His  wife 
died  September  25,  1887,  and  was  buried  in  Rose 
Creek  Cemetery,  in  her  native  county.  On  August 
25,  1889,  Mr.  Yarbrough  married  Miss  Saidie 
Roberon,  a native  of  Ohio,  an  estimable  young 
lady,  and  a general  favorite. 
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IzAKD  County— The  Arrival  of  the  Settlers— Circuit  and  Probate  Courts — Military  Memoirs- 
The  County  Formed— The  County  Seat  Located— Public  Buildings  Erected — Election 
Returns — Church  Organizations — Towns  and  Villages — Educational  Devel- 
' opment— Tpie  County  Bounded— Statistics  Showing  its  Desirabil- 
ity as  a Place  of  Residence— Population— Biography. 


There  is  a spot  of  earth  supreme!}'  blest. 

A dearer,  sweeter  spot  than  all  the  rest, 
Where  man,  creation’s  tyrant,  casts  aside 
His  sword  and  sceptre,  pageantry  and  pride. 
That  spot’s  thy  home. — ^fontgomery. 


'HE  exact  time  and  place  of 
the  making  of  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  territory  notv 
composing  Izard  County  is 
uncertain.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  immigration 
must  have  commenced  very 
soon  after  the  begrinnincr  of  the 
present  century,  points  of  location 
being,  in  general,  along  White  and 
Strawberry  Rivers.  Among  the 
early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
former  stream  were  Daniel  Hively, 
^.^^Elbert  and  Henry  Benbrook.  the 
' ''  family  of  the  father  of  William 
and  Hill  Dillard,  the  Jefferys, 
Moses  Bishop,  the  Harrises  and 
George  and  James  Partee.  Daniel  Jeffery  settled 
below  Mount  Olive,  Jehoida,  his  brother,  a mile 
above,  and  James,  another  brother,  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  Piney  Creek.  Of  the  Harrises  there 
were  four  brothers;  Augustus,  Henry,  James  and 
Richard.  Augustus  located  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  in  (the  present)  Izard  County,  the  others  on 
the  opposite  side,  now'  Stone  County.  Daniel 


Hively  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Piney  Creek,  and 
there  built  a water-power  grist  mill  very  early. 
Among  the  first  to  locate  on  Strawberry  River  were 
the  Simpsons,  Billingsleys  and  Finleys,  John 
Gray  taking  up  his  residence  on  Rocky  Bayou, 
and  James  Wi’en  at  Lunenburg.  Other  very  early 
comers  to  the  county  were  Ambrose,  Harvey,  Will- 
iam and  James  Creswell. 

Later  came  the  Lancasters,  the  Walkers,  the 
Watkinses,  Richard,  Robert  and  William  Powell, 
Thomas  Richardson,  Samuel  Bingham,  AVilliam 
and  James  Woods.  Col.  Thomas  Black,  the  Ar- 
nolds, Jesse  Hinkle,  the  Robinsons  and  many 
others.  Both  the  early  and  subsequent  settlers  of 
the  county  principally  came  from  Tennessee.  A 
few  were  from  Georgia,  and  some  other  Southern 
States,  but  few,  if  any,  from  Northern  States. 
The  early  settlers  here  suffered  in  common  w'ith  ail 
who  moved  so  far  back  from  the  Mississippi  the 
many  privations  of  frontier  life.  It  w'as  not  long, 
however,  until  boats  came  up  AVhite  River  and  fur- 
nished such  provisions  as  could  not  be  produced  at 
home.  The  people  of  Izard  County  are  intelli- 
gent, kind  and  hospitable.  Society  now  is  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  churches  are  numerous  in  all 
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settled  portions.  Subsequent  pages  contain  more 
detailed  mention  of  the  county’s  pioneers  and 
prominent  citizens. 

Court  affairs,  of  course,  early  occupied  atten- 
tion. The  county  court  was  established  in  1829, 
when  Arkansas  was  a territory.  Prior  to  that  date 
the  county  business  had  all  been  transacted  in  the 
circuit  court.  This  court  meets  on  the  first  Mon- 
days of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  in  each 
year.  The  probate  court  meets  on  the  third  Mon- 
days of  March,  June,  September  and  December. 

The  Izard  circuit  court  convenes  on  the  second 
Monday  in  April  and  October,  in  each  year.  It 
belongs  to  the  Fourteenth  judicial  circuit,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Izard,  Boone,  Baxter,  Marion, 
Fulton,  Searcy  and  Newton,  of  which  R.  H. 
Powell,  of  Melbourne,  is  the  judge. 

The  legal  bar  of  Izard  County  is  composed  of 
the  following  named  attorneys;  Ransom  Gulley, 
John  H.  Woods,  J.  B.  Baker,  F.  M.  Hanley, 
Moreau  Ashley,  S.  W.  Woods,  and  E.  B.  Brad- 
shaw. Judge  Powell,  when  not  on  the  bench,  is 
also  a member  of  the  bar. 

Aside  from  the  war  period,  there  has  never  been 
but  one  or  two  murders  committed  within  the 
county,  as  it  is  now  composed,  and  not  a legal  exe- 
cution of  a criminal  has  occurred  here.  Other 
crimes  have  been  committed  frequently. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Civil  War,  when  the 
question  of  secession  was  first  discussed,  a majority 
of  the  people  of  Izard  County  seemed  opposed  to 
it,  but  when  actual  hostilities  commenced,  all  but 
a few  were  naturally  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
Southern  cause,  and  soon  thereafter  favored  the 
secession  of  the  State.  Of  the  several  companies 
of  soldiery  raised  within  the  county  for  the  Con- 
federate army,  one,  gathered  by  Capt.  Deason, 
served  in  the  Seventh  Arkansas  Regiment;  four, 
commanded,  respectively,  by  Capts.  C.  C.  Elkins, 
T.  N.  Smith,  Hugh  A.  Barnett  and  T.  J.  Mason, 
became  a part  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas  Regiment; 
two,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Capts.  C.  Cook 
and  Richard  Powell,  served  in  Col.  Freeman’s 
regiment  of  cavalry;  three,  commanded,  respect- 
ively, by  Capts.  T.  M.  Gibson,  R.  C.  Matthews  and 
Samuel  Taylor,  formed  a part  of  Col.  Shaler's 


regiment.  A portion  of  a company  was  raised  by 
Capt.  John  H.  Dye,  the  other  part  being  raised  in 
Independence  County,  and  a part  of  another  was  j 
raised  by  Capt.  J ames  Huddleston,  the  other  being 
recruited  in  what  is  now  Sharp  Countv.  Some  in- 
dividuals  went  out  and  joined  companies  raised  in 
, adjoining  counties.  Thus  ten  companies,  besides  i 
‘ the  fractions  of  other  companies,  were  furnished  | 
; by  the  county  for  the  Confederate  army.  | 

Early  in  the  war  period,  most  of  the  Union 
I men  here  removed  to  Rolla,  Mo. , and  were  there 
organized  into  a company  by  Capt.  L.  D.  Toney, 
and  served  in  the  Federal  army.  All  the  able 
bodied  men  of  the  county,  and  many  boys  in  their 
“teens,”  joined  the  armies.  Only  the  old  and 
feeble  were  left  with  the  women  and  children. 
There  was  no  fighting  or  bushwhacking  among  the 
i citizens.  The  county,  however,  was  over-run  by  ; 

scouting  parties  from  the  contending  armies,  and  ' 

; while  but  little  burning  was  done,  all  stock  and  i 
provisions  that  could  be  found  were  seized  and  car- 
, ried  away,  thus  leaving  the  citizens  in  great  want 
I for  food.  Parties  of  women,  each  accompanied  by 
an  old  man,  frequently  hauled  cotton  inside  of  the 
I Federal  lines  and  exchanged  it  for  salt  and  other 
I necessities.  Sait  •was  also  obtained  by  extracting  it 
from  the  eai'Th  under  old  smoke  houses.  Meat  was 
, concealed  from  the  scouting  parties  by  hiding  it  in 
straw’  beds,  in  the  rocks  and  under  brush  heaps. 
Grain  was  also  hid  in  peculiar  places.  J.  B. 
Hunt,  the  postmaster  at  Melbourne,  states  that  he 
- saved  his  corn  by  shelling  it  and  hiding  it  in  the 
hollow  walls  of  his  house,  between  the  weather- 
' boarding  and  the  inside-boarding,  and  had  a hole 
at  the  bottom  through  which  he  drew’  it  out  on 
^ going  to  the  mill.  Others,  no^doubt,  saved  their 
I grain  in  a similar  way.  : 

The  county  of  Izard  was  organized  in  accord- 
, ance  w’ith  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  approved  October  17,  1825.  It  was 
I named  in  honor  of  George  Izard,  who  was  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory,  and  contained  territory 
' since  cut  off  in  the  formation  of  Fulton.  Baxter  ami 
Stone  Counties.  Various  acts  have  been  passed 
j since  its  formation,  b\’  which  it  has  been  created  as 
at  present. 
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The  original  county  seat  was  located  on  White 
River,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  North  Fork,  now  in 
Baxter  County.  Soon  after  it  was  moved  to 
Athens,  on  White  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Piney 
Creek,  and  from  there,  about  the  year  1844,  to 
Mount  Olive,  in  Section  31,  Township  It)  north, 
Range  10  west,  another  point  on  White  River. 
Here  it  remained  until  May  15,  1S75,  \vhen  it  was 
taken  to  its  present  site  at  Melbourne.  The  first 
court  house  erected  at  the  original  site  of  the  county 
seat  was  a hewed  log  cabin.  The  second  was  a 
small  frame  structure,  built  at  Athens,  and  the 
third  was  also  a frame  erected  at  Alount  Olive. 
The  court-house  at  Melbourne  was  built  in  ISTS. 
but  on  the  11th  of  April,  1889.  it  was  consumed 
by  fire,  with  all  the  public  records  and  papers,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin,  as  the  fire 
occurred  in  the  morning  before  daylight.  The 
question  of  removing  the  county  seat  to  some  other 
point  is  now  being  agitated,  but  the  probability  is 
that  it  will  remain  at  its  present  location. 

The  only  public  building  the  county  possesses 
is  the  jail  and  jailer’s  residence  combined,  at  Mel- 
bourne. This  is  a wooden  building,  the  jail  proper 
being  frame  on  the  outside,  with  a wall  of  squared 
timbers  on  the  inside.  The  county  owns  a poor 
farm,  but  it  has  never  been  improved  or  made 
available  for  the  support  of  the  paupers.  The  lat- 
ter are  let  out  on  contract  for  their  support,  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the 
county  officers  of  Izard  County,  and  the  dates  of 
their  terms  of  service  from  the  organization  of  the 
county  to  the  present  time,  as  compiled  from  the 
report  of  the  secretary  of  State; 

Judges:  Matthew  Adams,  1829-33;  J.  Jeffery, 
1833-38;  B.  Hawkins,  1840-42;  J.  A.  Harrik 
1842-44;  James  Wren.  1844-40;  J.  A.  Harris,  1840- 
48;  G.  H.  Morton,  1848-50;  Henry  Cole,  1850-52; 
J.  J.  Sams,  1852-54;  B.  C.  Hollowell,  1854  50; 
T.  Black,  1858-00;  H.  H.  Harris,  18(50-02;  Thomas 
Black,  1802-04;  A.  C.  Jeffery,  1804-08;  William 
Byler,  1808-72;  commissioners.  1872-74;  G.  W. 
Shaw,,  1874-80;  J.  A.  Byler,  1880-82;  W.  Grim- 
mett,  1882-80;  H.  H.  Harris,  present  incumbent, 
first  elected  in  1880. 


Clerks:  J.  P.  Houston,  1825-30;  Jesse  Adams. 
1830-32;  J.  P.  Houston,  1832-38;  B.  H.  Johnson. 
1838-44;  C.  P.  Lancaster,  1844-40;  A.  C.  JefiVrv, 
1840-48;  R.  AI.  Haggard.  1848-52;  William  Wood, 
1852-54;  H.  H.  Harris,  1854-58:  W'.  C.  Dixon, 
1858-00;  H.  H.  Harris,  1800-08;  I.  H.  Talley. 
1808-72;  F.  W.  Perrin,  1872-74:  D.  W.  Billings- 
ley, 1874-70;  J.  N.  Craig.  1S70-7S;  H.  H.  Harris. 
1878-84;  W.  K.  Estes,  present  incumbent,  elected 
in  1884,  re-elected  and  served  continuously  since. 

Sheriffs;'  John  Adams,  1825-30;  John  Har- 
grove, 1830-35;  Daniel  Jeffery,  1835-30;  J.  A. 
Harris,  1830-38;  D.  K.  Lloyd,  1838-41;  Allies  Jef- 
fery, 1844-46;  S.  E.  Rossen,  1840-50;  S.  J.  Alason. 
1850-50;  John  AVoods,  1850-58;  A.  Adams,  1858- 
60;  W.  J.  Cagle,  1800-08;  R.  L.  Landers,  1808- 
72;  J.  AI.  Hinkle,  18/2-78;  R.  L.  Landers,  1878- 
82;  J.  S.  Roberts,  1882-80;  R,  L.  Landers,  pres- 
ent incumbent,  first  elected  in  1880. 

Treasurers;  W.  B.  Carr,  1830-38;  A.  Cres- 
well,  1838-40;  S.  H.  Cresw'ell,  1840-42;  Jacob 
AVolf,  1842-44;  A.  AIcFelich,  1844-46;  H.  J. 
AVren,  1840-48;  H.  Dillard.  1848-50;  AVilliam 
Gray,  1850-58;  J.  AAh  Cypert,  1858-64;  H.  H. 
Harris,  1804-00;  E.  D.  Hayes,  1800-68;  B.  F. 
Brantley,  1808-72;  J.  B.  Hunt.  1872-74;  L.  C. 
Holmes,  1874-76;  A.  J.  Hutson,  1870-80;  John 
AIcElmurry.  1880-82;  H.  H.  Hinckle,  1882-84; 
John  AIcElmurry,  1884-86;  J.  B.  Hunt,  present 
incumbent,  first  elected  in  1880. 

Coroners;  H.  C.  Roberts,  1829-30;  J.  Blyeth, 
1830-35;  Jesse  Adams,  1835-30;  H.  AV.  Bandy, 
1840-12;  R.  C.  Aloore,  1842-48;  G.  AV.  Neal, 
1848-50;  J.  D.  Churchill,  1850-52:  D.  Jeffery, 
1852-54;  R.  Harris,  1854-56;  S.  T.  Alartiu. 
1856—58;  R.  Landers,  1858-02;  Jesse  Hinckle, 
1862-04;  J.  A.  Byler,  1864-00;  R.  Landers, 
1800-08;  J.  G.  Richardson,  1808-72;  J.  H.  Boten. 
1872-74;  J.  F.  Cornelius.  1874-70;  F.  AI.  Hall, 
1870-78;  Squire  AA’ood.  1878-80;  J.  R.  Beaver. 
1880-80;  John  Schell,  1880-88;  S.  F.  Reaves, 
present  incumbent,  elected  in  1888. 

Surveyor's:  AVilliam  Clement,  1830-32;  A. 
Adams,  1835-30;  Jesse  Adams,  1830-38;  James 
Davis,  1838-40;  AVilliam  Seymour.  1840  42;  J. 
M.  Pugh,  1842-44;  F.  AI.  Copeland,  1844-40,  R. 
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I Decker,  1846-4S;  Cyrus  Crosby,  1848-52;  J. 

I Byler,  1852-50;  J.  W.  Rector,  1850-58;  A.  C. 

! Hardin,  1858-02;  J.  W.  Rector,  1802-04;  J.  C. 

I Claiborne.  ISOO-OS;  R.  Sanders.  1808-72;  J.  A. 
Claiborne.  1872-70;  Joseph  Hixon,  1870-80; 
Jacob  Franks,  1880-82;  J.  A.  Claiborne,  1882-88; 
E.  L.  Billingsley,  present  incumbent,  elected  in 

I 1888. 

I Assessors:  P.  F.  Heasler,  1808-72;  W.  O.  Dil- 
! lard,  1872-74;  James  Green.  1874-80;  4V.  C. 
j Hammond,  1880-84;  RoliertGray,  1884-80;  James 
j Gray,  1880-88;  P.  J.  Puckett,  present  incumbent, 
elected  in  1888. 

Representatives  in  constitutional  conventions; 
1830,  Charles  R.  Sanders;  1801,  A.  Adams;  1808, 
W.  W.  Adams;  1874,  Ransom  Gulley. 

The  tirst  representative  of  the  county  in  the 
Territorial  legislature  was  Jacob  Wolf,  and  the 
first  one  in  the  State  legislature  was  Thomas  Culp. 
The  first  State  senator  from  the  county  was  C.  R. 
Sanders. 

The  following  will  show  the  political  aspect  of 
Izard  County.  At  the  September  election,  1888, 
James  P.  Eagle  (Dem. ) received  1,320  votes  for 
the  office  of  governor,  and  C.  51.  Norwood,  his  op- 
ponent, 779  votes.  At  the  presidential  election, 
1888,  the  several  candidates  received  votes  as  fol- 
lows: Cleveland  (Dem.),  1,187;  Harrison  (Rep.), 
378;  Streeter  (U.  L.),  08;  Fisk  (Pro.),  7. 

Religious  affairs,  here  as  elsewhere,  date  from 
the  first  settlement  of  the  community.  As  usual, 
the  Methodists  and  Baptists  were  the  pioneer  Chris- 
tian workers  of  the  Territory,  followed  1)V  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterians  and  Christians.  The  organ- 
izations of  the  5Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
located  within  the  county,  are  embraced  in  three 
circuits.  The  51elbourne  circuit.  Rev.  W.  L.  King, 
pastor,  has  eight  appointments;  the  Newburg  cir- 
cuits, Rev.  William  A.  Peck,  pastor,  has  five  ap- 
pointments, and  the  La  Crosse  and  Evening  Shade 
circuit.  Rev.  J.  S.  Brooke,  pastor,  has  also  five 
appointments,  the  latter  being  in  Sharp  County. 

! The  aggregate  membership  of  each,  as  shown  by 
the  last  conference  minutes,  is  as  follows;  Mel- 
bourne, 399;  Newburg.  084;  La  Crosse  and  Even- 
ing Shade,  301;  making  1.381-  in  all.  Of  the 
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5Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  there  is  but  one  or- 
ganization in  the  county. 

Of  the  5Iissionary  Baptist  Church  nineteen  or- 
ganizations are  known,  sixteen  of  which  belong  to 
the  Rocky  Bayou  Association,  two  to  the  Bic  Creek 
Association,  and  one  to  Independence  Association. 
Those  belonging  to  the  first  named  are  Melbourne, 
Lunenburg  and  Franklin,  of  which  Elder  J.  L. 
Brown  is  pastor;  Saints'  Rest,  Bellview',  5Iount 
Nebo,  No.  2,  and  Piney  Bayou,  of  which  Elder  J. 
J.  Vest  is  pastor;  5Iount  Pleasant  and  Bethel,  of 
w'hich  Elder  J.  D.  J.  Faxilkner  is.  pastor;  Zion 
Hill,  Concord,  Fairview  and  Philadelphia,  of  which 
Elder  William  Duren  is  pastor;  Pleasant  Valley, 
with  Elder  S.  A.  5Ierchant  as  pastor;  5Iount  Nebo 
No.  1,  with  Elder  J.  H.  Soden  as  pastor,  and  Hid- 
den Creek,  which  has  no  pastor  at  present.  Those 
belonging  to  Big  Creek  Association  are  Cross  Roads 
and  New  Pros])ect.  while  the  one  belonging  to 
Independence  Association  is  called  Wilson  Creek. 
The  aggregate  membership  of  these  organizations 
within  the  county  is  between  700  and  800. 

The  ten  organizations  of  the  Christian  Church 
here  consist  of  5Iill  Creek,  at  5Ielbourne;  Walnut 
Grove,  Oxford,  Franklin  and  luka.  with  Elder  H. 
T.  King  as  pastor;  Kent  5Iill.  Liberty,  Pleasant 
Spring  and  Newburg,  wuth  Elder  W.  G.  Cypert  as 
pastor,  and  Twin  Creek,  with  Elder  G.  H.  5Ietheny 
as  pastor.  The  aggregate  membership  is  503. 

The  organizations  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church  are  5Iill  Creek,  at  Melbourne,  and 
5Iount  Olive,  wfith  Rev.  P.  51.  Jeffery  as  pastor; 
Nubbin  Ridge,  Rev.  R.  H.  Evans,  pastor;  Olive 
Branch,  Rev.  J.  S.  Bone,  pastor;  La  Crosse,  Rev. 
5V.  B.  Baird,  pastor;  Barren  Fork.  Rev.  A.  C. 
Evans,  pastor;  Dry  Town.  Rev.  J.  S.  Bone,  pas- 
tor; Palestine,  Rev.  Clark,  pastor;  Rocky  Glade 
and  one  or  two  other  organizations.  5Iany  of  the 
church  organizations  have  Sunday-schools  connect- 
ed with  them,  and  nearly  all  have  regular  preach- 
ing, ami  are  doing  good  work  in  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity. There  is  an  organizaticm  of  the  Adventists 
at  La  Crosse. 

The  towns  and  villages  of  the  county  are  small 
and  scattered,  and  no  one  has  gained  mueli  as- 
cendency over  the  others.  Barren  Fork,  in 
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southeast  part  of  the  county,  contains  two  general 
stores,  one  drug  store,  one  grocery,  two  church 
houses,  a school  house,  cotton-gin,  ami  some  shops, 
dwelling  houses,  etc. 

Franklin,  in  the  opposite  northeast  portion,  has 
two  general  stores,  a grist-ruill,  still-house,  school - 
house.  Masonic  hall  and  lodge,  and  an  Odd  Fel- 
lows’ hall  and  lodge. 

luka  is  a -very  small  post  village  on  the  line 
between  Izard  and  Baxter  Counties. 

La  Crosse,  four  miles  northeast  of  Melbourne, 
contains  two  general  stores,  a drug  store,  a church 
edifice,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a Masonic  hall  and 
lodge,  and  the  La  Crosse  Collegiate  Institute.  In 
the  fall  of  1883  a cyclone  passed  over  this  place 
and  almost  entirely  demolished  the  buildings,  be- 
sides killing  a number  of  individuals. 

Melbourne,  the  county  seat,  located  near  the 
center  of  the  county,  includes  within  its  limits 
four  general  stores,  three  groceries,  a drug  store, 
two  hotels,  four  church  buildings,  a Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellows’  hall  and  school  house  combined,  a 
lodge  each  of  Masons  and  Odd  Fellow's,  two  feed 
stables,  one  newspaper  (The  Izard  County  Reg- 
ister, Democratic  in  politics,  now  in  its  eighth 
volume,  and  ably  edited  by  its  proprietor,  Mr. 
Dave  Craig),  a steam  grist-mill,  mechanics'  shops, 
etc.,  etc.,  but  no  court-house  at  present.  Of  the 
societies  there  is  also  an  Encampment  of  Odd 
Fellows.  The  churches  are  BajAist,  Methodist, 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  and  Christian. 

Newburg,  a few  miles  northwest  of  Melbourne, 
has  three  general  stores,  a steam  saw -mill,  school - 
house,  blacksmith  shop,  a Masonic  and  Odd  Fel- 
lows’ hall  and  a lodge  of  each  of  these  societies. 


Oxford  is  in  the  north  central  part  of  the  coun- 
ty. Three  general  stores,  a .steam  grist-mill,  three 
churches,  a school-house  and  an  Odd  Fellow’s 
hall  comprise  its  industries. 

Pineville,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  county, 
contains  a general  store,  a blacksmith  shop,  and  a 
Masonic  hall,  church  and  school-house  combined. 

Violet  Hill  is  eight  miles  northeast  of  Mel- 
bourne. It  has  a store,  steam  grist-mill,  black- 
smith shop  and  a church. 

At  each  of  these  points  is  a [lostotlice.  and 


dwelling  houses  corresponding  in  number  to  the  size 
of  the  place.  The  other  j)ostotSc(>s  in  the  county 
are  Wideman,  Sage,  Gid.  Alder,  Rockford,  Engle 
and  Byler. 

Prior  to  the  inauguration  of  the  present  free 
school  system  there  were  no  schools  within  Izard 
County,  except  a few  sustained  here  and  there  by 
private  individual  enterprise.  Education  in  those 
days  for  the  masses  was  not  advocated  or  encour- 
aged, and  truth  comjiels  the  asseidion  that,  even  at 
this  date,  the  facilities  for  popular  education  are 
not  as  well  sustained  as  they  ought  to  be.  How- 
ever, prejudice  against  free  schools  is  wearing 
away,  and  the  interest  in  their  favor  is  slowly  but 
gradually  increasing.  The  following  statistics 
compiled  from  the  report  of  the  State  superin- 
tendent, for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1S8S.  will 
show  the  progress  of  schools  within  the  county; 
Scholastic  population,  white,  4,7U2,  colored,  116, 
total,  -1,818;  number  taught  in  the  public  schools, 
white,  2,572,  colored,  19,  total,  2,608;  number  of 
teachers  employed,  males,  17.  females,  8,  total, 
55;  average  monthly  salaries  paid  teachers,  first 
grade,  males,  810.25,  females,  810;  second  grade, 
males,  837.50,  females,  828.30;  amount  of  revenue 
expended  to  sustain  the  public  schools,  89.133.15. 
According  to  these  figures,  only  a little  over  one- 
half  of  the  w'hite  scholastic  population  and  about 
one-sixth  of  the  colored  scholastic  population  were 
taught  in  the  public  schools.  It  is  believed, 
though,  that  the  statistics  do  not  give  the  whole 
facts,  as  the  number  taught  in  some  schools  was 
not  reported.  The  wages  paid  should  secure  teach- 
ers of  fair  talent.  The  free  school  system  is  yet 
young,  and  will  improve  with  age  and  experience. 

The  La  Crosse  Collegiate  Institute,  which  has 
been  sustained  for  many  years  at  the  town  of  La- 
Crosse,  has  gained  considerable  reputation  as  an 
institution  of  learning.  It  is  now  taught  in  con- 
nection  with  the  public  school  of  that  place.  There 
are  eighty-four  school  districts  within  the  county, 
and  for  the  school  year  mentioned,  thiily-four 
voted  a local  tax  for  school  purposes. 

Izard  County  is  in  Northeast  Arkansas.  It  is 
bounded  north  by  Fulton  County,  east  by  Shar[), 
south  by  Independence  and  Stone,  and  west  by 
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Stone  and  Baxter.  It  has  an  area  of  000  square 
miles,  with  only  about  one-eighth  of  it  improved. 
Being  an  interior  county  it  has  as  yet  no  railroad 
facilities,  its  nearest  railroad  station  being  at  Cush- 
man, ill  the  adjoining  county  of  Independence. 
The  boundary  lines  are  as  follows;  Beginning  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  Section  1,  in  Township 
18  north.  Range  7 west,  of  the  fifth  principal 
meridian;  thence  south  three  miles;  thence  east 
one  mile  to  the  range  line,  between  Ranges  0 and 
7 west;  thence  south  on  the  range  line  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  Section  25,  Township  16  north, 
Ransre  7 west;  thence  w'est  one  and  a half  miles; 
thence  south  to  the  quarter-post  between  Sections 
14  and  23  in  Township  15  north.  Range  7 west; 
thence  west  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Section 
16,  same  township  and  range;  thence  south 
west,  seven  and  a half  miles  to  AVhite  River; 
thence  up  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  range  line 
between  Ranges  11  and  12,  in  Township  17  north; 
thence  north  on  the  range  line  to  the  township 
line  between  Townships  17  and  18  north;  thence 
east  to  the  middle  of  Range  11  west;  thence  north 
on  section  lines  to  the  township  line  between 
Townships  18  and  19  north;  thence  east  on  the 
township  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  principal  streams  are  White  and  Straw’- 
berry  Rivers,  both  of  w’hich  flow  in  a general  south- 
easterly direction,  the  former  on  the  southwestern 
boundary  of  the  county,  and  the  latter  across  the 
northeastern  portion.  Between  these  rivers  there 
is  a dividing  ridge  or  water-shed  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. The  principal  tributaries  of  W bite  River 
within  the  county  are  Piney,  Mill,  Knob,  Hurri- 
cane, Rocky  Bayou  and  Lafferty  Creeks.  The 
principal  tributary  of  Strawberry  River  is  Caney 
Fork.  There  are  some  smaller  tributaries  of  these 
streams,  and  altogether  they  form  a complete  sys- 
tem of  drainage  for  the  territcjry.  Numerous  ex- 
cellent springs  abound,  and  in  most  places  good 
well  water  can  be  obtained  at  a depth  of  fifty  feet. 
Cisterns  are  in  general  use.  From  the  streams, 
springs,  cisterns  and  wells,  an  abundant  supply  of 
excellent  water  for  all  purposes  is  ol^tained. 

The  surface  of  the  county  is  generally  broken 
and  hilly,  though  there  are  some  tracts  of  beauti- 


; ful  and  gentlv  undulating  table  lands.  The  highest 
I points  above  sea  level  are  said  to  be  about  l,0UO 
feet.  A large  percentage  of  the  lands  belong  to 
the  Government,  ami  are  subject  to  homestead 
: entry.  Of  the  entire  area,  a very  small  proportion 
I is  valley,  or  bottom  lands.  The  soil  of  the  latter 
is  alluvial  and  exceedingly  productive,  while  that 
of  the  uplands  is  light  and  sandy,  and  not  so  pro- 
' ductive.  Contrary  to  the  general  rule  elsewhere, 
the  most  productive  uplands  in  this  county  are  the 
pine  timbei'ed  lands.  Altogether  it  is  adapted  to 
the  cultivation'  of  cotton,  several  kinds  of  grain, 
clover,  and  the  tame  grasses.  It  is  probably  best 
: suited  to  the  growing  of  corn.  Clover  and  the 
; tame  grasses  have  scarcely  been  introduced,  but. 

! w’here  tried,  excellent  results  have  followed.  ‘‘  Cot- 
: ton  is  king,”  and  some  lands  are  being  exhausted 
by  its  constant  cropping.  All  the  uplands  are  capa- 
j ble  of  the  growing  of  all  manner  of  fruits,  com- 
mon to  this  latitude,  but  thus  far  the  cultivation  of 
; fruit  has  received  but  little  attention. 

In  the  southeast  part  of  the  county,  over  an 
area  of  twenty -five  square  miles  are  rich  deposits 
j of  black  oxide  of  manganese.  This  ore  is  used 
extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  Bessemer  steel 
rails.  In  Section  20,  Towmship  17  north.  Range 
9 west,  there  is  a lead  of  antimony,  and  at  differ- 
ent points  elsewhere,  notably  in  Townships  16  and 
17  north.  Range  7 west,  are  strong  indications  of 
zinc.  There  is  a good  quality  of  sandstone, 
building  stone,  and  a great  deal  of  limestone  within 
the  county.  In  Sections  34  and  35.  Township  15 
north.  Range  8 w'est,  is  a good  deposit  of  litho- 
graphic stone,  which  is  being  worked  by  a New 
I Y’^ork  company. 

The  bottom  lands  and  adjacent  bluffs  are  cov- 
ered with  white  and  black  oak,  red  cedar,  and 
black  and  sweet  gum,  all  of  good  (piality,  the  white 
, oak  being  of  very  superior  quality.  In  the  north 
west  part  of  the  county  is  a belt  of  good  short- 
I leaved  yellow  pine,  the  stumpage  of  which  is  care- 
fully estimated  at  500,000,006  feet.  Much  of  this 
timber  averages  from  two  to  three  feet  in  diameter, 
and  many  trees  will  cut  four  saw  logs  each.  Tin* 
I’est  of  the  timber  is  mostly  black,  post,  and  whit** 
oak.  In  the  northeast  jwrtion  the  growth  is  mostly 
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post  oak  and  black  jack.  Asb,  cherry,  walnut, 
and  other  varieties  of  timber  abound  in  limited 
quantities.  i 

The  county’s  resources,  so  far  as  developed,  are  | 
principallv  agricultural,  the  horticultural  and  min- 
eral wealth  not  having  been  unfolded.  The  supply 
of  timber  is  extensive,  as  but  little,  aside  from  the 
small  quantity  used  at  home,  has  ever  been  cut. 
This  will  be  an  important  resource  whenever  ship- 
ping facilities  are  provided.  The  agricultural 
products  for  1879,  as  given  by  the  census  of  1880, 
were  as  follows;  Indian  corn,  451,904  bushels; 
oats,  40,593  bushels;  wheat,  25,902  bushels:  hay, 
214  tons;  cotton,  4,800  bales;  Irish  potatoes,  4,500 
bushels;  sweet  potatoes,  11,349  bushels:  tobacco, 
13,212  pounds.  These  figures  show  that  the  lands 
of  the  county  are  best  adapted  to  the  raising  of 
com,  cotton,  sweet  potatoes  and  tobacco.  The 
number  of  head  of  live-stock,  as  shown  by  the  same 
report,  were  as  follows:  Horses,  2,109:  mules  and 
asses,  1,258;  cattle,  9,492;  sheep,  8,492;  hogs, 
18,966.  The  number  listed  for  taxation,  as  shown 
bv  the  abstract  of  taxable  pi’operty  for  1888,  are  as 
follows;  Horses,  2,436;  mules  and  asses,  1,655; 
cattle,  14,857;  sheep,  7,035;  hogs,  1,619.  This 
indicates  by  comparison  a large  increase  of  the  | 
three  former  and  an  apparent  decrease  of  the  two 
latter.  But  refiecting  that  the  number  of  animals 
given  by  the  census  report  include  the  number  of 
sold  and  slaughtered  during  the  previous  year, 
while  the  tax  lists  include  only  those  on  hand  when 
assessed,  it  is  evident  that  in  all,  excepting  proba- 
bly sheep,  there  was  a large  increase.  i 

In  1880  the  county’s  real  estate  was  assessed 
for  taxation  at  8584, 303,  the  personal  property  at 
$411,715,  making  a total  of  8996,018.  In  1888 
the  real  estate  was  assessed  at  8743,994,  and  the 
personal  property  at  8759,607,  making  a total  of 
$1,503,601.  This  shows  that  the  taxable  property 
of  the  county,  since  1880,  has  increased  in  value 
over  61  per  cent.  The  total  amount  of  taxes 
charged  in  1888,  for  all  purposes,  was  v'20,608. 

• The  population  of  Izard  County  at  the  end  of 
each  census  decade,  since  its  organization,  has 
been  as  follows:  1830,  1,266;  1840,  2,240;  1850, 

3,212;  1860,  7,215;  1870,  6,806;  1880,  10,857. 


The  colored  population  in  1870  was  182,  and  in 
1880,  222. 


Charles  R.  Aikin,  a retired  merchant  of  Calico 
Rock.  Ark.,  was  born  in  Colorado,  in  1854,  and  is 
a son  of  William  M.  and  Catherine  W.  (Rudolph) 
Aikin,  who  were  born  in  South  Carolina  and  Mary- 
land, respectively.  William  Aikin  removed  to 
Arkansas  in  1843  or  1844,  and  located  in  what  was 
then  Izard  County  (now  Stone  County),  and  these 
counties  have  since  been  his  home,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  from  1852  to  1855,  when  he  was  a resident 
of  Colorado.  From  1861  to  1872  he  resided  in 
Batesvilie,  but  upon  the  death  of  his  whfe,  in  the 
latter  year,  he  removed  from  Batesvilie,  and  has 
made  his  home  in  Izaid  and  Stone  Counties  since. 
He  was  a farmer  during  his  early  life,  but  after- 
ward gave  his  attention  to  merchandising:,  and  was 
associated  with  Cox  A Byers,  at  Sylamore.  He 
was  married  in  1850  or  1851,  and  he  and  wife  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children,  Charles  R.,  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  being  the  only  one  living; 
Maggie  L.  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Case, 
of  Batesvilie,  and  died  in  1881,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Maggie  being  the  only  one  now  living;  the 
two  other  children  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Aikin  has 
filled  the  office  of  notary  public,  and  was  postmas- 
ter of  Calico  Rock  for  a number  of  years.  He  re 
sides  in  Sylamore,  is  sixty -six  years  of  age,  and  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health.  Charles  R. 
Aikin  attended  school  in  Batesvilie  until  he  at- 
tained his  sixteenth  vear,  and  then  engragred  in 
farming  for  himself  on  his  father's  farm,  continuing 
thus  occupied  for  three  years;  then  entered  college 
at  Batesvilie,  which  institution  he  attended  one 
year.  He  then  entered  the  dry  goods  store  of  W. 
E.  Maxwell,  at  Sylamore,  but  at  the  end  of  one 
year  accepted  a position  in  a store  at  Batesvilie. 
and  after  remaining  in  the  employ  of  H.  C.  Smith 
for  some  time  he  returned  to  Sylamore  and  entered 
the  employ  of  IMcMurtry  A Whitfield.  His  next 
enterprise  was  to  engage  in  merchandising  in  part- 
nership with  W.  E.  Maxtield,  but  in  1879  he  came 
to  Calico  Rock,  and  begrau  workingr  for  that  gren- 
tlemau  for  a portion  of  the  profits,  and  since  issS 
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has  been  out  settling  up  the  outstanding  accounts 
of  the  business.  He  was  married  on  the  22d  of 
January.  1SS8.  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Grimmett.  He 
has  been  postmaster  of  this  place  for  four  or  live 
years,  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  He  owns  a 
good  farm  of  eighty  acres  close  to  the  town,  w'ell 
improved,  besides  other  valuaWe  property. 

A.  G.  Albright  is  one  of  the  substantial  resi- 
dents of  Izard  County,  Ark.,  but  his  birth  occurred 
in  the  “Old  North  State”  October  9,  1838,  his 
parents,  Alvis  and  Mary  A.  (Stockard)  Albright, 
being  also  born  there,  in  1808  and  1815,  respective- 
ly. They  were  reared,  educated  and  married  in 
their  native  State,  but  about  the  year  1853  they 
moved  to  Arkansas,  where  they  reared  their  family. 
Five  sons  and  five  daughters  were  .born  to  them, 
and  seven  of  their  children  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  father  was  an  energetic  tiller  of 
the  soil,  in  which  occupation  he  acquired  a hand- 
some competency,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
March  31,  1881,  he  was  the  owner  of  some  500 
acres  of  land.  He  was  also  a minister  of  the 
gospel,  being  an  expounder  of  the  Methodist  doc- 
trine, but,  after  his  arrival  in  Arkansas,  he  and  his 
wife  attached  themselves  to  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Mr.  Albright  being  identified 
with  this  church  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  and  resides  with  a daughter 
at  Barren  Fork.  A.  G.  Albright,  their  son,  was 
educated  near  Pittsboro,  N.  C. , and  after  com- 
ing to  Arkansas  with  his  parents  he  united  his 
destiny  with  that  of  Miss  Sarah  T.  Screws,  who 
was  born  in  this  State,  being  a daughter  of  George 
W.  Screws.  Of  the  family  of  eleven  children  born 
to  them  eight  are  living:  George  A.,  James  G., 
Sarah  C.,  Harriet  E.,  Nancy  N. , Julia  Esther, 
William  F.  and  Lula  J.  Mr.  Albright  owns  an 
excellent  farm  comprising  352  acres,  of  which  there 
are  about  160  acres  under  cultivation,  and  it  is  well 
stocked  with  all  the  necessary  animals  for  success- 
fully conducting  the  place.  In  connection  with 
this  work  he  is  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
at  Barren  Fork,  his  stock  at  the  present  time  in- 
voicing at  about  88,000.  He  is  a member  of  three 
secret  organizations,  the  IMasons,  the  Knights  and 


Ladies  of  Honor,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  the 
former  order  belongs  to  the  Commandery.  IV  hen 
the  war,  which  had  for  some  time  been  threaten- 
ing. at  la.st  became  an  assured  fact.  Mr.  Albrio-ht 
joined  Kelley's  Ninth  Battalion,  and  went  to  Ken- 
tucky, but  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 
The  same  year  he  joined  Capt.  Woods'  company. 
Shaler’s  regiment,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war  in  the  quartermaster's  department,  as  regimen- 
tal carpenter.  In  the  latter  part  of  1866  he  re- 
turned home  and  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  father,  and  still  later  embarked  in  the 
occupations  mentioned  abov(».  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  .are  active  and  liberal  supporters  of  churches 
and  schools,  as  well  as  all  other  worthy  enterprises. 

J.  H.  Ayler,  farmer,  Melbourne,  Ark.  Among 
the  younger  members  of  the  agricultural  com- 
munity of  Izard  Coimty  there  are  none  more  de- 
serving of  mention  than  Mr.  Ayler,  and  on  this 
account,  no  less  than  that  he  has  resided  in  this 
county  since  about  three  years  of  age,  be  is  ac- 
corded a worthy  place  in  this  volume.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Tennessee  in  1848,  and  he  came  with 
his  parents,  Charles  and  Minerva  E.  (Robison) 
Ayler,  to  Arkansas,  in  1851,  and  settled  in  Izard 
County.  He  assisted  on  his  father's  farm  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to 
tight  life’s  battles  for  himself,  and  rented  land  for 
about  six  years.  He  then  purchased  a farm  of 
eighty-six  acres,  which  he  afterwuird  increased  to 
286  acres,  with  sixty-tive  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  has  plenty  of  good  stock  to  run  his  farm.  In 
1870  he  was  married  to  Miss  Icy  D.  H.  Cornelius, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  these  children; 
John  P. , born  October  13,  1871,  at  home;  Ada  M., 
born  February  21,  1873,  at  home;  Lou  N.,  born 
July  21,  1875;  Nancy  E.,  born  Noveinlier  23,  1877; 
Willie  Maud,  born  February  1,  1880  (deceased); 
Nettie  E.,  born  February  19,  1883,  ami  Grover  H. , 
born  June  7,  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayler  are  mem 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is 
a Democrat.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Tennessee.  The  father,  Charles  .Vyler,  was  reared 
on  a farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Tennessee.  He  came  to  Arkansas  in  1851,  as 
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above  stated,  and  bought  an  unimproved  farm  in 
Izard  County.  After  remaining  on  this  farm  for 
about  fifteen  years  he  sold  out  and  bought  an  im-  i 
proved  farm,  close  to  where  he  first  resided,  and  | 
continued  there  about  ten  years.  He  then  sold  out, 
and  bought  another  farm  of  17o  aci'es,  where  he 
1 remained  until  his  death,  w’hich  occurred  in  1882, 

! at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
! ried,  the  first  time  to  Miss  Minerva  E.  Robison, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  seven  children, 
five  now  living:  J.  H.,  William,  Mrs.  Nancy  Evans, 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Sterling  and  Mrs.  Harriet  J.  Will- 
iams. The  mother  of  these  children  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Ayler’s  ^ 
second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Amanda  Taylor,  in 
1871,  and  they  had  a family  of  thi’ee  children: 
Tennessee,  Annie  and  John.  Mr.  Ayler  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui’ch,  and 
Mrs.  Ayler  still  survives  him.  Mrs.  Minerva  Ayler 
was  married  the  second  time  to  Henry  Williams, 
and  they  reside  in  this  county.  ' 

John  N.  Bates,  farmer,  Franklin,  Ark.  Not 
withstanding  the  rapid  growth  of  the  agricultural 
affairs  of  the  county  in  the  last  few  years,  and  the 
progressive  ideas  advanced,  Mr.  Bates  has  kept 
thoroughly  apace  with  the  times,  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn. , in  1829. 
and  he  is  the  son  of  J.  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Davis) 
Bates,  the  former  a native  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina.  J.  A.  Bates 
came  to  Tennessee  about  1820,  but  previous  to  that 
had  been  a resident  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  He 
was  principally  reared  in  Georgia,  and  served  in 
the  War  of  1812  up  to  1815.  He  was  also  with 
Gen.  Noonan’s  command,  was  in  the  Florida 
swamps  in  1880,  and  was  present  when  the  chief, 
Osceola,  was  captured.  During  the  War  of  1812 
he  was  a lieutenatit,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  1814  when,  for  his  bravery  and  daring,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  having  piloted 
a boat  load  of  ammunition  and  provisions  from 
Black  Creek  Station  to  Fort  Scott,  Fla.  This 
boat  load  of  supplies  had  been  ordered  to  Black 
Creek  Station  while  Gen.  Jackson  was  there,  but 
the  commander  at  Fort  Scott  was  hard yjressed. 


and  had  requested  Gen.  Jackson  to  come  to  his 
assistance.  Lieut.  Bates  w'as  off  after  deserters  at  i 
this  time,  but  when  he  returned  to  Black  Creek 
Station  he  found  Gen.  Jackson  gone,  and  the  boat- 
load of  ammunition  and  provisions  had  arrived  [ 
from  the  head  of  supplies.  There  were  not  enough  ! 
troops  left  to  guard  the  boat,  so  Lieut.  Bates 
built  breastworks  on  the  boat  and  pushed  off. 
reaching  Gen.  Jackson  in  safetv.  For  this  daring 
and  almost  impossible  feat  he  w'as  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain.  He  died  in  Coffee  County,  Tenn. 
in  September,  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  He  had  been  twice  married,  first  to  Eliza-  ; 
beth  Aulford,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  all  j 
daughters,  Martha,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  a i 
Mr.  Carroll.  Mrs.  Bates  died  about  1819,  and  j 
Mr.  Bates  was  the  second  time  married,  to  Miss  | 
Elizabeth  Davis,  in  1824.  To  this  union  were  j 
born  seven  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown. 
The  youngest  one  died  when  quite  small;  Jasper 
M.  resides  in  this  county;  Alethia  (deceased),  was 
the  wife  of  J.  S.  Jones;  John  N.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Frances  A.,  widow  of  J.  Hickerson. 
now  resides  in  Tennessee;  Rebecca  A.  (deceased),  j 
wife  of  L.  W.  Angell,  of  Tennessee,  and  Louisa  i 
J.  (deceased),  was  the  wife  of  Alex.  Oldfield.  Mrs.  j 
Bates  died  in  July,  1869.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  i 
Bates  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  ' 
he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  I 
politics  he  was  a Whig.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  J.  N.  Bates  started  out  for  himself,  after 
receiving  a fair  education  in  the  common  schools. 

He  was  a schoolmate  of  Judge  Powell,  of  this 
county,  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.  He  first  began 
as  a hired  hand  to  learn  the  tanning  business, 
boarded  with  his  father,  and  worked  for  $5  per 
month  for  one  year.  In  1854  he  commenced  tan 
ning  on  his  own  account,  and  ran  a yard  for  himself 
until  1864,  when  he  lost  all  of  his  property.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming,  and  has  followed  this  pursuit 
up  to  the  present.  In  March,  1869,  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  settled  on  Strawberry,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1876,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought 
his  present  property,  consisting  of  220  acres.  1(10 
under  cultivation,  all  the  result  of  hard  labor  since 
the  war.  He  was  married,  on  the  4th  of  December, 
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1849,  to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Oldfield,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee, born  on  the  11th  of  November,  1827,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  now  liv- 
ing: Nancy  E.,  widow  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Beaver,  and  af- 
terward married  to  John  C.  Billingsley;  Rhoda  J., 
wife  of  James  Billingsley;  Eliza  F.,  wife  of  F.  M. 
Wolf;  Charles  L.  lives  in  Texas;  John  L.  resides 
in  Lee  County,  Ark.;  Mary  F.  (deceased);  Laura 
A.,  wife  of  J.  T.  Robertson;  Susan  L.,  wife  of 
Walter  Hardaway;  Lillie  M. , wife  of  James  M. 
Godwin,  and  Carrie  L.  (deceased).  Mr.  Bates 
was  not  in  the  army,  but  was  detailed  to  make 
shoes  for  the  soldiers,  and  to  continue  the  tanning 
business.  Previous  to  the  war  he  was  a Whig, 
but  since  then  he  has  voted  with  the  Democratic 
party  until  1880,  when  he  supported  the  Green- 
back and  Wheeler  ticket.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  JohnN.  Bates,  Samuel 
Bates,  was  a soldier  in  the  4Var  for  Independence, 
and  served  first,  until  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
when  he  was  captured  by  the  English,  and  kept 
prisoner  for  three  months.  He  then  made  his 
escape.  He  was  a silversmith  by  trade,  and  the 
English  kept  him  at  work  at  his  trade  while  a pris- 
oner. He  then  joined  the  army  again,  was  at 
Yorktowm,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.  After  the  war  he  located  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  reared  his  family.  He  worked  at 
his  trade  and  became  wealthy,  owning  many  ne- 
groes. In  1807  he  moved  to  North  Carolina. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Baxter,  Melbourne,  Ark.  It  is  the 
prerogative  of  the  physician  to  relieve  or  alleviate 
the  ailments  to  w'hich  suffering  humanity  is  prone, 
and  as  such  he  deserves  the  most  grateful  consid- 
eration of  all.  A prominent  physician,  who  by 
his  own  ability  has  attained  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession, is  Dr.  E.  A.  Baxter.  This  gentleman 
was  born  in  Batesville,  Ark.,  in  lSo3,  and  is  the 
son  of  Elisha  D.  and  Harriet  N.  (Patton)  Baxter 
[see  sketch  of  ex-Gov.  Elisha  Baxter].  Dr.  Baxter 
was  educated  at  Batesville,  Ark.,  received  a good 
English  education  at  that  place,  and  in  1877  en- 
tered the  University  of  Louisville,  from  which  he  i 
graduated  in  March,  1879.  He  then  returned 
home,  re7uaiiu‘d  a short  time,  and  then  came  to 


Melbourne,  where  he  located  in  the  last  named 
year.  He  immediately  began  practicing  his  pro- 
fession. Realizing  that  it  was  not  good  for  man 
to  be  alone,  he  was  married  on  the  28d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1882,  to  Miss  Maggie  Powell,  daughter  of 
William  and  Millie  Powell,  and  niece  of  Judge 
Powell,  of  Melbourne.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  only  one  living,  Hattie  iVl.  The  one 
deceased  vvas  named  Alfred  A.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Baxter  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Encamp- 
ment of  that  order.  He  makes  no  specially  in  his 
line  of  practice,  but  has  gained  the  confidence  of 
all  as  a clever  and  scientific  practitioner.  He  has 
been  successful  financially,  accumulating  property 
as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected  in  a healthy  county 
like  Izard.  Coming  as  he  does  from  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  the  State,  and  being  w’ell  con- 
* nected  by  marriage,  the  Doctor  would  be  a very  i 
popular  man  even  if  it  were  not  for  his  pleasant, 
social  disposition,  which  has  called  around  him 
many  friends.  Kind  and  obliging,  open-hearted 
and  free-handed,  he  is  ever  found  at  the  bedside  | 
of  the  sick  and  helpless.  He  takes  no  active  part 
in  politics,  and  votes  always  for  the  good  of  his  j 
friends.  He  is  a Republican,  though  he  has  voted 
with  the  Democratic  party  in  this  State.  : 

Elbert  Beubrook  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
farmers  and  stockmen  of  Izard  County*,  and  de- 
serves much  credit  for  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended his  efforts,  for  when  he  began  life  for  him- 
self he  only  owned  one  horse  and  rented  land, 
w’hereas  he  is  now  the  owmer  of  50(^  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  there  is  in  the  county,  and  is  oire  of  ^ 
the  most  successful  stockmen  of  this  region.  He  ! 
was  ])orn  in  Izard  County,  in  1838.  and  is  a son  of  j 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Langston)  Benbrook,  who  | 
came  from  the  State  of  Illinois  in  1832.  and  settled 
on  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  is  now  residing. 
The  father  was  a miller  as  well  as  a farmer,  and  in 
1848  erected  one  of  the  fir^t  mills  in  the  county, 
and  was  also  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  first 
cotton  gins.  Up<JH  settling  in  this  region  their 
neighbors,  with  the  exception  of  the  families  who 
came  with  them,  were  twenty  miles  distant,  and 
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Indians  and  wild  game  of  all  kinds  were  very 
abundant.  Flouring-mills  were  very  few  and  far 
between  in  the  region  at  that  time,  and  their  corn 
and  wheat  were  ground  by  machinery  of  their  own 
mannfactnre  and  were  of  a very  crude  description. 
The  first  mill  built  in  the  county  was  said  to  have 
been  erected  l\v  Langsten  Close,  near  Me]b(5urne, 
in  1816,  its  capacity  being  one  bucket  of  meal  per 
day,  but  this  was  sufficient  to  keep  all  the  families 
in  meal  within  a radius  of  fifty  miles.  Wild  honey 
was  very  abundant,  and  as  a means  of  carrying  it 
in  considerable  quantities  they  would  sew  up  a 
deer  skin  in  the  form  of  a sack,  put  the  honey  in 
at  the  neck,  throw  the  same  across  their  horse  as  a 
sack,  and  thus  convey  it  home.  A few  elk  -were 
found  in  the  region  by  the  earliest  settlers,  but 
there  was  no  buffalo,  although  the  country  showed 
evidence  of  their  having  been  here,  as  the  woods 
were  entirely  free  from  underbrush,  the  canebrake 
being  onlv  along  the  streams.  At  the  age  of  twentv- 
three  years  Elbert  Benbrook  began  managing  a 
steam  saw-mill,  the  first  one  of  the  kind  in  the 
county,  it  being  erected  by  A.  H.  Matthews  and. 
Ben  Bufford  in  1858,  but  owing  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  he  was  compelled  to  give  up  the 
work.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
service,  but  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability  and  returned  home, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a short 
time.  He  then  operated  his  father’s  carding  ma- 
chine until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
again  embarked  in  saw-milling,  and  also  managed 
the  carding  machine  and  followed  farming  up  to 
1873.  From  1873  to  1881  he  operated  a grist- 
mill, but  since  that  time  he  has  given  his  attrition 
to  farming  and  carpentering.  He  is  a Democrat 
politically,  and  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  deputy  sheriff,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  latter  office,  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  1888,  and  had  previously  filled  it  from 
1874  to  1878.  Margaret  51.  Berry  became  his 
wife  in  1861.  but  her  death  occurred  seven  years 
later,  she  having  borne  a family  of  three  children: 
Susan  A.  (wife  of  M'.  J.  Hudson),  Robert  H. , and 
Martha  C.  (wife  of  W.  C.  Rodman).  51r.  Ben- 
brook wedded  his  .second  wife.  5Iiss  Sarah  A. 


5Iathes,  in  1868,  but  after  bearing  three  children. 
5Iargie  A.,  Dora  and  Allan  H. , her  death  occurred 
in  1878,  she  having  been  a member  of  the  5Ieth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  South.  In  the  latter  part 
of  1878  51r.  Benbrook  wedded  his  present  wife. 
5Irs.  Elizabeth  (Slyre)  Rodman,  and  Imth  are 
worthy  members  of  the  5Iethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  is 
one  of  the  men  who  has  helped  to  build  up  tlie 
county  and  has  always  been  noted  for  his  Chris- 
tianity, benevolence,  and  high  sense  of  honor. 

Uen  Benbrook,  farmer,  Pinesville,  Ark.  Lo- 
cated in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  finest  agricultural 
centers  of  Izard  County,  the  farm  which  5Ir.  Ben- 
brook occupies  is  conceded  to  be  among  the  l>est 
in  this  vicinity,  and  this  is  saying  not  a little,  for 
on  every  hand  may  be  seen  superior  places,  whose 
ownership  indicate  thrift  and  prosperity.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  184VJ. 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  ( Tray- 
lor) Benbrook,  natives  of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  re- 
spectively. Henry  Benbrook  came  to  Izard  Coun- 
ty. at  a very  early  day,  settled  on  a farm  and  tilled 
the  soil,  but  in  connection  also  carried  on  the  mill- 
ing business.  He  and  wife  reared  a family  of  ten 
children,  eight  now  living:  51ariaJ.  (wife  of  David 
Smith),  Uen,  Armedia  A.  (wife  of  Green  P.  Staggs), 
Washington.  Serenia  V.  (wife  of  A.  J.  Franks), 
Perry,  Charlotte  T.  (wife  of  L.  L.  Bailey),  Henry 
and  Nancy  (deceased).  5Ir.  Benbrook  died  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and  5Irs.  Ben- 
brook died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 
They  were  members  of  the  5Iethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A. 
51.  He  had  accumulated  considerable  property  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  owned  about  1,800  acres 
of  land,  besides  a grist-mill,  two  saw  mills  and  a 
water-gin  and  carding  machine.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  his  day.  and  contributed  liberally 
to  all  worthy  enterprises.  Uen  Benbrook  remained 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
and  ac<phred  a taste  for  agricultural  pursuits 
which  has  adhered  to  him  ever  since.  He  received 
a good  practical  education  in  the  subscription 
schools,  and  when  twenty  five  years  of  age  selected 
a wife  in  the  person  of  5Irs.  .5cenith  (Long) 
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Beabrook,  a native  of  Izard  Coirnty,  Ark.  This 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children: 
Elizabeth,  Angelene  A.,  Albert,  Robert,  Acie  and 
Elbert.  Mr.  Benbrook  lirst  commenced  farming 
on  rented  land,  but  two  years  later  purchased  200 
acres  of  land,  selling  part  of  this  in  1881,  and 
purchasing  115  acres  unimproved.  He  then  traded 
that  for  his  present  property,  which  consists  of  205 
acres,  with  about  125  improved.  He  also  owns 
one-half  interest  in  a cotton-gin.  He  has  excellent 
buildings  and  plenty  of  stock  to  run  his  farm.  He  is 
a liberal  donator  to  all  public  affairs,  and  is  active 
in  educational  matters.  He  and  Mrs.  Benbrook 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M. 
Mrs.  Benbrook  had  been  man-ied  previous  to  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Benbrook.  and  to  the  brother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  died  in  1870.  Her 
parents,  George  and  Elizabeth  (Langston)  Long, 
were  both  natives  of  Arkansas,  and  her  father  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  on  Strawberry  Creek. 
He  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  two 
now  living:  Acey  M.  and  Acenith.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Long  both  died  in  1834. 

Rev.  J.  N.  A.  Billingsley,  Rockford,  Ark.  Like 
many  others  of  the  representative  men  of  Izard 
County,  Ark.,  Mr.  Billingsley  is  a native  Tennes- 
sean, born  in  the  year  1834.  His  parents,  A.  C. 
and  Rebecca  (Billingsley)  Billingsley,  were  also 
natives  of  the  eastern  part  of  that  State.  A.  C. 
Billingsley  received  a common  school  edncation  in 
his  native  State,  and  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1844. 
He  purchased  land  in  Izard  County,  and  followed 
farming  in  the  spring  and  summer,  and  the  rest 
of  the  time  was  engaged  as  a house  carpenter,  and 
was  interested  in  the  ginning  business.  He  was 
married  in  1833  to  iliss  Rebecca  Billingsley,  and 
the  fruits  of  this  union  were  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  lived  to  be  grown  and  four  are  now  living: 
J.  N.  A.,  Harriet  E.,  wife  of  W.  Lee;  Thomas  C., 
resides  in  Yell  County,  Ark.,  and  Eutonia  E.,  wife 
of  W.  Ragan.  When  Mr.  I>illing.sley  first  came  to 
Arkansas  the  country  was  very  thiidy  settled,  and 
their  clothes  were  principally  made  from  deerskins, 
and  their  shoes  were  also  made  of  the  skins  of  ani- 
mals. The  settlers  depended  principally  on  hunt- 


ing for  their  meat.  Mr.  Billing.sley  was  a Whig  in 
politics,  and  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  county 
for  a number  of  years.  His  father,  Samuel  Bil- 
lingsley, came  to  this  county  in  1840.  He  tilled 
many  offices  of  trust  in  Fulton  County,  and  was 
ex-county  judge  and  representative  of  that  county  ' 
from  about  1852  to  1853.  Politically,  he  was  a : 
Democrat.  He  was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  ! 
M. , and  was  a member  of  the  Advent  Church. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  Thomas  Billingsley,  brother  to  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather.  He  moved  to  Sevier  County,  ■ 
Ark.,  about  1840  and  there  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

I Fpon  reaching  manhood.  Rev.  J.  N.  A.  Billings- 
ley commenced  life  for  himself  and  worked  for  ^ 
some  time  as  a hired  hand.  After  this  he  clerked 
in  a dry  goods  store  for  about  fifteen  months,  and  | 
then  went  to  tilling  the  soil  on  rented  land.  One  i 
' year  later  he  entered  320  acres  in  Van  Buren  j 
County,  Ark.,  but  sold  out  in  1868  and  came  to  I 
Izard  County.  He  rented  land  for  four  years  and  ' 
then  entered  his  present  property  of  160  acres. 

He  now  has  seventy  acres  under  cultivation. 
During  the  late  conflict,  or  in  1862,  he  joined  the  I 
Confederate  army,  and  served  until  the  5th  of  J une,  ■ 
1865,  when  he  surrendered  at  Jacksonport,  Ark.  ■ 
He  participated  in  the  following  battles:  Prairie  ■ 

Grove,  Helena  (July  4,  1863),  Little  Rock,  and  was 
in  most  of  the  battles  during  Gen.  Price’s  raid  : 
through  Missouri,  in  1864.  After  cessation  of  hos-  i 
tilities  he  returned  home  and  resumed  his  farming 
industry.  His  marriage  was  consummated,  in  1858. 
to  Miss  Catherine  Orr,  of  Fulton  County,  Ark., 
and  nine  children  were  the  result  of  this  union, 
eight  now  living:  David  C.,  resides  in  this  coun- 

ty; Mary  E.,  at  home;  Sarah  F.,  wife  of  Charles 
B.  Thomas,  resides  in  this  county;  J.  N.  A.,  Jr., 
(deceased);  Samuel  A.,  at  home;  R.  Catherine, 
wife  of  L.  J.  Jackson;  Eutonia E.,  at  home;  Edwin 
H. . at  home,  and  Martha  E.,  also  at  home.  Mr. 
Billingsley  was  ordained  a minister  of  the  Advent 
Church  in  1873,  and  was  a pioneer  minister  of  bis 
faith  in  this  section.  He  has  had  between  thirty 
five  and  forty  conversions  in  the  churcli.  and  has 
performed  about  a dozen  marriage  services.  He  is 
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in  favor  of  all  public  enterprises,  is  active  in  school  served  until  1805,  when  he  was  paroled  at  Shreve- 
matters,  and  is  a Prohibitionist  and  Union  Labor  port,  La.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Elk- 
man.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  IMasonic  frater-  horn,  luka,  Corinth,  and  was  sick  during  the  siege 
nity.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Billingsley,  David  Orr,  of  Yicksburg.  He  came  west  after  the  surrender 
was  born  in  1700,  came  to  Cape  Girardeau  Coun-  of  that  place  and  joined  Capt.  IMcCabers  cavalry, 
ty.  Mo.,  in  1823,  remained  there  for  live  years,  i and  was  captured  on  Saline  River,  Ark.,  taken  to 
and  in  1827  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Law  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he  was  kept  over  a year 
rence  Countv,  where  he  remained  until  1845.  He  before  being  exchanged.  He  returned  home  after 
then  moved  to  Fulton  County,  and  died  therein  the  surrender  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
1849.  He  was  a missionary  in  the  Baptist  Church,  but  also  attended  school.  In  1870  he  commenceil 
and  his  circuit  extended  from  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  to  read  medicine,  and  two  years  later  attended 
to  Little  Rock,  Ark.  The  State  was  still  a terri-  lectures  at  the  University  of  Nashville,  from  which 
tor}'  when  he  settled  here,  and  the  nearest  neigh-  ' he  graduated  in  1876.  He  then  commenced  prac- 
bor  was  twenty-five  miles  distant.  Often  he  would  ticing  at  Melbourne,  and  here  he  has  remained 
travel  all  day  and  not  see  a house.  Sometimes  he  ever  since.  He  was  married,  in  1882,  to  Miss  Su- 
would  get  bothered  and  fail  to  reach  a house  by  san  Morton,  of  this  State,  and  six  children  are  the 
nighttime,  and  in  that  case  he  would  be  obliged  to  result  of  this  union,  all  living;  Edgar  and  Edna 
camp  out,  frequently  in  the  dense  canebrakes.  (twins),  Thomas  K.,  Ernest,  Rufus  and  Mary.  At 
Bear,  panthers  and  other  wild  animals  would  come  the  commencement  of  his  life  as  a public  man,  the 
prowling  around,  and  he  would  have  to  stay  up  to  Doctor  was  not  possessed  of  a great  amount  of 
watch  his  horse.  He  followed  his  ministerial  du-  property,  but  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a large  farm 
ties  from  1827  to  1845,  and  was  also  a school  of  310  acres,  with  about  100  acres  under  cultiva- 
teacher.  He  married  Miss  Eliza  T.  Caldwell,  of  tion.  He  is  at  present  erecting  a very  fine  resi- 
Kentucky,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1821,  and  dence,  which,  wdien  completed,  will  be  equal  to 
became  the  father  of  eleven  children;  James  (de-  any  in  the  county.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat,  but 
ceased),  E.  W.  (died  in  1803,  and  his  family  re-  takes  no  particular  interest  in  politics.  He  is  a 
sides  in  Fulton  County),  David  (died  in  1827),  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  Mrs.  Black  is  the 
David  (died  in  1856),  John  H.  (lives  in  Idaho  Ter-  j daughter  of  David  and  Nellie  (Garmon)  iMorton. 
ritory),  Eliza  A.  (wife  of  A.  S.  Godwin),  Cath-  both  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The  father  was 
erine  (wife  of  Rev.  Billingsley),  Martha  J.  (died  in  born  about  1807  or  1808,  and  came  to  the  State  of 
1847),  W.  H.  H.  (died  and  left  a family  in  Texas),  Arkansas  in  1850.  The  mother  was  born  about 
Joseph  M.  (lives  in  Fulton  County)  and  Robert  G.  1810,  and  died  in  1881.  Dr.  Black  is  the  son  of 
Mr.  Orr  died  in  1849  and  his  wife  in  1874.  Mrs.  Col.  Thomas  and  Alary  F.  (Byler)  Black,  the  for- 
Orr  was  married  the  second  time,  in  1852,  to  rner  born  on  the  4th  of  October,  1S<17.  In  IS  13 
Thomas  R.  Hill,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis-  Col.  Black  removed  with  his  father  from  AVilliam- 
copal  Church;  she  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church.  son  to  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  and  when  in  his  niiie- 
Dr.  J.  K.  P.  Black,  ^Melbourne,  Ark.  One  of  teenth  year  he  was  elected  lieutenant  of  the  militia, 
the  leading  and  mo.st  successful  physicians  of  Izard  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  j>romoted 
County  is  Dr.  Black,  who  has  acquired  a llatter-  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  subsequently  in  his 
ing  rejHitation,  and  does  credit  to  the  profession.  twenty-sixth  and  twenty  ninth  years  he  was  made 
He  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  in  1840,  adjutant-major  and  then  colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  divided  his  time  in  vuuth  between  assisting  on  When  twentv-three  vears  of  age  he  was  elected  to 
the  farm  and  in  attending  the  common  schools.  In  the  Tennessee  legislature,  where  he  remained  for 
1861  he  threw  aside  the  iuqjlements  of  peace  to  take  four  successive  terms,  n'presenting  Marshall  and 
up  the  weapons  of  warfare,  and  enlisted  in  Com-  Bedford  Counties.  Within  this  time  occurred  the 
pany  K,  Boon’s  First  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  and  trouble  of  1841  and  1842,  relating  to  an  ineffectual 
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effort  to  remove  Foster  and  White  from  the  United 
States  senate;  Col.  Black  being  a Democrat,  dyed 
in  the  wool,  voted  accordingly.  In  1849  he  moved 
to  Izard  Connty,  Ark. , from  which  he  was  sent  to 
represent  the  county  in  1852.  In  1850  he  was 
elected  county  and  probate  judge,  which  office  he 
tilled  successfully  for  four  year.s,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  for  two  years  more.  In 
1880  he  again  represented  Izard  County  in  the 
State  legislature,  and  with  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  came  the  end  of  his  public  life.  His 
last  years  were  spent  in  the  retirement  of  the  home 
circle,  but  he  was  at  all  times  keenly  alive  to  pass- 
ing events.  His  death  occurred  at  his  residence 
near  Melbourne,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1889,  when 
in  his  eighty- second  year,  and  after  a long  and 
useful  life.  When  in  his  thirty  third  year  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  at  once  made  ruling  elder,  a re- 
lation to  the  church  which  he  retained  until  his 
death.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Lee  A.  Bland,  farmer,  Melbourne,  Izard  County, 
Ark.  Personal  popularity,  it  cannot  be  denied,  re- 
sults laigely  from  industry,  perseverance  and  close 
attention  to  business,  which  a person  displays  in 
the  management  of  any  particular  branch  of  trade; 
and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bland  this  is  certainly  true, 
for  he  has  adhered  so  closely  to  farming,  and  helped 
in  so  many  ways  to  advance  all  worthy  enterprises 
in  this  community,  that  he  is  considered  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  county.  His  birth  oc- 
curred at  Augusta,  in  WoodrutT  County,  Ark.,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  James  T.  and  IMary  C.  (Snow) 
Bland,  the  father  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  the 
mother  of  Arkansas.  James  Bland  came  to  Arkan- 
sas, at  an  early  day,  settling  at  Augusta,  Woodruff 
County,  and  was  married  January  5,  1854.  He 
followed  farming,  but  also  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising previous  to  the  war,  and  was  l)roken  up 
during  that  eventful  period.  He  did  not  enlist, 
but  was  one  of  the  few  men  who  assisted  the  wives 
of  the  soldiers.  He  had  thi-ee  lu'others  killed  while 
serving  in  the  Confederate  army.  After  the  war 
he  farmed  extensively  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  5,  1899,  when  he  was  killed  by 
the  State  militia,  serving  under  Powell  Clayton's 


orders.  He  was  at  one  time  quite  wealthy,  and 
was  the  owner  of  some  slaves.  He  and  his  first 
W'ife  were  the  parents  of  two  children.  Lee  A. 
being  the  only  one  living.  Mrs.  Bland  died  in 
1858,  and  Mr.  Bland  took  for  his  second  wife,  in 
1858,  Miss  Lucy  Perry,  who  bore  him  two  children, 
only  one  living.  Oliver  P.,  who  is  a telegraph  oper- 
ator, and  resides  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  Mr.  Bland 
was  only  about  thirty- nine  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  his  second  wife  followed  him  to 
the  grave  in  -1869.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Lee  A. 
Bland  (the  subject  of  this  sketch)  commenced  life 
for  himself,  first  as  a dry  goods  clerk,  and  was 
then  emjJoyed  for  eighteen  months  by  Campliell 
Bros.,  at  Augusta.  He  then  farmed  for  aViout  two 
years,  after  which  he  again  returned  to  mercantile 
pursuits,  but  not  liking  this  he  again  returned  to 
farming  and  has  continued  thus  occupied  ever 
since.  He  first  rented  land,  but  in  1887  he  bought 
his  present  property,  consisting  of  397  acres,  with 
sixty  under  cultivation,  and  has  resided  here  since. 
In  1876  he  abandoned  his  single  state  and  w-as 
united  in  marriage  at  La  Crosse,  Izard  County,  to 
Miss  Cornelia  F.  Helm,  who  bore  him  live  chil- 
dren, three  now  living:  Ada  M. , l)orn  July  29, 
1877;  Mary  J. , born  October  5,  1879;  Effie  L. 
(deceased),  born  November  1,  1883;  Nora  S.  (de- 
ceased), born  February  17,  1886,  and  Willie  L.. 
born  November  22,  1887.  Mr.  Bland  has  been 
constable  of  La  Crosse  Township  for  two  years, 
and,  like  his  father,  is  a Democrat  in  his  political 
principles.  Mrs.  Bland  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  She  is  a daughter  of 
George  T.  and  Sally  C.  Helm,  and  was  born  in 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  September  16,  1859, 

Dedrick  Blevins  is  one  of  the  practical  and 
representative  agriculturists  of  this  region,  and 
from  early  boyhooil  has  been  familiar  with  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  having  learned  the  details  of 
the  work  from  his  father,  who  was  a worthy  tiller 
of  the  soil.  He  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  149 
acres,  of  which  about  sixty-tive  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. and  his  ju'operty  is  well  improved  with  good 
buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  is  also  well  stocked 
with  the  neces.sary  animals  for  successfully  con 
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ducting  the  same.  He  was  horn  in  Sullivan  County, 
Tenn.,  IMarcb  20,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  W.  K.  and 
Rachel  (Morgan)  Blevins,  who  were  also  Tennes- 
seeans, the  former’s  birth  occurring  in  Sullivan 
County,  June  20,  ISIS,  and  the  latter's  on  the 
2Sth  of  April,  1S22.  In  connection  with  his  farm 
work  the  father  was  engaged  in  Idacksmithing, 
which  occupation  he  followed  on  his  farm  of  100 
acres.  He  died  on  the  3d  of  October,  iSGo,  hav- 
ing been  an  earnest  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  for  many  years,  but  his  wife,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  still  lives  and  I’e- 
sides  with  her  son,  John  W.,  on  the  old  homestead. 
Her  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows;  Mary,  Eliza,  Nathaniel,  Hiley  A., 
Thomas  M’.,  Lydia,  Henry  B.,  John  W.  and  Ded- 
rick.  Seven  of  these  children  reside  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  the  last  named  child  having  been 
reared  and  educated  in  Izard  County,  acquiring  a 
fair  education  in  the  common  schools.  After  at- 
taining manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Davidson,  their  marriage  being  consummated  on 
the  10th  of  September,  ISOS,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  nine  children,  hve  sons  and  four  datigh- 
ters,  six  of  the  family  being  still  alive  and  residing 
with  their  parents:  David  G. . Emily  C.,  Lydia 
E.,  Bartholomew,  Owen  A.,  and  an  infant.  Mr. 
Blevins  joined  the  Confederate  army  June  8,  1S84. 
and,  after  serving  under  Gen.  Price,  was  discharged 
in  1805.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school  director 
and  constable,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Charles  Henry  Boatman  was  Ijorn  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  in  1844,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  (Shore)  Boatman,  who  were  born  in 
Georgia  and  Tennessee,  respectively,  the  former’s 
birth  occurring  in  1780,  and  their  marriage  in  Ten- 
nessee in  1838.  Four  sous  and  three  daughters 
were  born  to  them;  William  E.,  Richard,  Wiley, 
Lucinda,  Elizabeth  J. , Eliza  F.  and  Charles  Henry. 
Mr.  Boatman  was  a farmer,  and  died  in  1801,  fol- 
lowed by  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  Izard 
County  in  1880.  They  removed  to  this  State  in 
1850,  and  entered  100  acres  in  Izard  County,  on 
which  they  erected  a little  log  caltin.  which  con- 
tinued to  be  their  home  for  a number  of  years. 


Charles  H.  Boatman  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county  and  State,  but  received  a somewhat  limited 
education  in  the  schools  of  Izard  County.  He  was 
married  here,  in  1800,  to  Miss  Sarah,  a daughttn 
of  Henry  Hose,  and  of  nine  children  born  to  tlu'm 
seven  are  living;  Rel»ecca  J.,  Lucinda  E.,  Ira  E., 
Joseph  B.,  Franklin  A.,  Jasper  O. , Lewis  H.,  and 
William  W. , and  Andrew  C.,  deceased.  Mr.  Boat- 
man owns  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  with  thirty 
under  cultivation,  and  on  his  farm  he  erected  a 
substantial  frame  residence,  in  18S5,  and  an  addi- 
tion to  the  same  in  1888.  His  principal  crops  are 
corn,  cotton  and  small  grain.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  1843,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  John 
Boatman  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  infantry, 
under  Capt.  Thomas  Smith,  in  1801,  and,  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  he  was  wounded  in  the  head.  He 
was  also  at  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Chickamauga. 
Tenn.,  besides  being  a participant  in  many  other 
hard  fought  battles,  and  served  until  the  war  closed. 

James  H.  Bone  is  a native  of  Izard  County, 
born  on  the  18th  of  June.  1857,  and  is  one  of  tive 
living  members  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  A.  W.  Bone  and  Sarah  L.  McKee, 
both  Tennesseeans,  the  former’s  birth  occurring  on 
the  Sth  of  October,  1820.  He  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  throughout  life,  and  is  now  residing  on 
his  farm  of  200  acres  in  Izard  County.  Ark.,  there 
being  about  seventy  five  acres  of  his  land  under 
cultivation.  He  and  wife  are  church  members,  he 
being  a member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church  and  she  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 
and  they  are  substantial  residents  of  the  councy. 
James  H.  Bone  received  a good  practical  education 
in  his  youth,  and  learned  the  rudiments  of  farm 
life  from  his  father, 'who  was  a practical  agricult- 
urist, and  by  attending  strictly  to  his  cho.sen  calling 
he  has  done  much  to  advance  the  reputation  the 
county  enjoys  as  a prosperous  farming  community. 
He  is  careful  and  painstaking  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  land,  and  very  thorough  in  everything  con- 
nected with  its  management,  and  of  the  180  acres 
which  he  possesses  he  has  about  sixty  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  was  married,  in  his  native  county, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  1878.  to  Miss  .Vmanda  ,M. 
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Taylor,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Arena  Taylor. 
Stephen  Taylor  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  but 
moved  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day  and  married 
there.  He  then  came  to  Arkansas,  after  which  his 
wife  died,  and  later  he  married  Miss  Arena  Hinkle 
who  still  survives,  a resident  of  Izard  County. 
She  was  born  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  To  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bone  live  children  have 
been  born:  Fannie  E.,  William  H. , Sarah  A., 
Stephen  W.  and  Samuel  J.  Mr.  Bone  has  held  a 
number  of  local  offices  in  his  township,  and  he  has 
always  been  ready  and  willing  to  support  enter- 
prises of  a w’orthy  character.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  ^Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Bone’s  paternal  grandfather  came  from  Tennessee 
to  Arkansas  in  1840,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
McKee,  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  went  from  there 
to  Virginia.  Grandfather  McKee  w'as  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  1801  or  1802,  and  moved  from  there  to 
Tennessee,  and  in  1851  he  came  to  Arkansas. 

W.  L.  Bramblette  is  a farmer  of  Izard  County, 
and  although  his  land  only  amounts  to  eighty  acres 
yet  his  farm  is  so  well  tilled  that  it  yields  a larger 
income  than  many  larger  farms.  He  was  born  in 
Murray  County,  Ga.,  July  8,  1851,  he  being  one 
of  five  sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Wiley  Bramblette  and  Mary  A.  Howard, 
whose  birthplace  was  in  the  “ Palmetto  State,” 
where  they  were  reared  and  married.  At  the  time 
of  the  father’s  death,  which  occurred  in  August, 
1861,  he  owned  about  200  acres  of  land  in  Izard 
County,  Ark.,  whither  he  had  moved  in  the  year 
1856.  His  wife  survives  him  and  lives  with  her 
son,  W.  L.  Bramblette,  our  subject.  He  was  a 
Mason  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
W.  L.  Bramblette  received  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools  of  Izard  County  in  his  youth,  and 
after  attaining  manhood  was  married  in  this  county 
to  Miss  Sarah  Mosier,  whose  native  State  was  Ar- 
kansas, their  nuptials  being  celebrated  on  the  27th 
of  May,  1877,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Owen  M. , Minnie  A., 
Arah  B. , Buggie  and  Della  C. , all  residing  at  homo. 
Mr.  Bramblette  is  a member  of  the  Agricultural 
Wheel,  and  was  president  of  this  organization  for 
one  year.  The  family  are  attendants  at  the  Baptist 


I Church,  to  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  belong, 
and  they  are  liberal  contributors  to  enterprises  : 
tending  to  benefit  the  community  in  which  they 
reside. 

G.  W.  Bray  is  one  of  the  rising  young  farmers 
i of  this  region,  and  since  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  has  applied  himself  steadfastly  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  with  what  success  may  be  ; 
inferred  when  we  mention  the  fact  that  since  1881  . 

he  has  owned  a good  farm  of  193  acres.  He  was  i 

° . ..  I 

I born  in  Missi'ssip2)i  in  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Will-  | 
iam  and  Permelia  (Aikin)  Bray,  wdio  were  natives  ! 
of  Tennessee,  but  moved  to  Alississippi  at  an  early  i 
dav,  where  they  engaged  in  farming,  and  reared 
j their  family  of  ten  children,  only  two  of  whom  | 
are  now  living.  Air.  Bray  died  in  1843,  and  in  j 
1868  Airs.  Bray  and  her  son,  G.  AV..  came  to  Ar-  I 
' kansas  (whither  her  daughter  Permelia.  wife  of  1 
AF.  F.  Raider  had  previously  come),  their  journey  1 
being  made  in  an  ox-cart,  which  they  had  bor-  j 
rowed.  Air.  Bray  now  says  at  that  time  he  had  only  j 
82  in  cash,  and  that  the  oxen  were  borrowed  from  ' 
AA^.  Garner,  and  the  cart  from  Sandford  Hames.  1 

The  first  two  years  after  coming  here  he  raised  ! 

. ! 

crops  on  shares,  and  then  entered  land,  purchasing,  | 

in  1870,  his  first  horse,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  J 

of  880,  830  of  which  he  earned  by  picking  cotton  on  i 

the  bottom  lands,  and  the  balance  he  paid  the  follow-  | 

ing  year.  In  1871  he  married  Aliss  Alice  Nail,  ; 

who  bore  him  five  children:  JohnH. , born  in  1872;  j 

Alartha  B. , born  in  1873;  William  A.,  born  in  j 

1877 ; George  AV. , born  in  1879,  and  Newton  E. , 
born  in  1882.  This  wife  died  in  1883.  In  1881  he  ; 
purchased  his  present  property,  and  has  thirty  : 
acres  under  cultivation  and  seventy-five  acres  im-  | 
proved  with  good  fences,  buildings,  orchards,  etc.,  ■ 
his  building  especially  being  in  e.xcellent  condition.  | 
This  property  has  alt  l)een  acquired  through  unre- 
mitting toil  and  judicious  management,  and  he  | 
may  with  truth  be  called  one  of  the  self-made  men  : 
of  the  county.  He  always  favors  public  improve-  : 
ment,  and  although  he  never  went  to  school  a day 
in  his  life  he  is  making  every  effort  to  give  his 
children,  Permelia  R.,  Isaac  R..  Alary  B.  and 
I Ellen  E.,  the  lad  vantages  of  which  he  was  deprived. 
Before  coming  to  Arkansas,  and  for  two  years 
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after,  he  supported  his  mother  out  of  his  wages 
earned  by  daily  labor,  and  for  this  filial  care  if  for 
nothing  else  he  deserves  the  respect  of  his  fellow- 
men;  and  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that 
he  has  manfully  fought  his  way  up  to  his  present 
position,  and  that  he  has  been  honest  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  words  are  but  meager  things 
with  which  to  express  the  admiration  his  conduct 
commands.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 

F.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1883,  was  for- 
merly a Miss  Docia  Hames.  ! 

E.  A.  Brown,  one  of  the  worthy  residents  of 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Hall  County,  Ga., 
on  the  10th  of  xlugust,  1824,  and  is  a son  of  Will-  i 
iam  and  Nancy  (Grimes)  Brown,  whose  native 
State  was  South  Carolina,  the  former’s  birth  occur- 
ring in  1797.  They  were  reared  and  married  in 
their  native  State,  and  their  union  resulted  in 
the  births  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  E.  A. 
Brown  being  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living. 
The  father  was  a carpenter  by  occiipation,  and 
died  on  the  20th  of  December,  1880,  his  death  be- 
ing followed  by  his  wife’s  on  the  9th  of  January 
following.  They  were  worshipers  in,  and  consist- 
ent members  of,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
worthy  and  honored  residents  of  the  community  in 
which  they  resided.  E.  A.  Brown  was  educated  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  near  Lawrenceville,  and  after 
reaching  manhood,  was  married  there  on  the  14th  ' 
of  August,  1845,  to  Miss  Susan  Long,  she  being  a ' 
native  of  the  “Palmetto  State,’’  and  a daughter 
of  James  and  Marcraret  Loner.  At  the  time  of  his 

O O 

marriage  Mr.  Brown  only  owned  a horse  worth 
about  §40,  but.  with  the  push  and  energy  for  which 
he  has  always  been  remarkable,  he  set  bravely  to 
work,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  intelligent  and  estima- 
ble wife  he  has  become  the  owner  of  1,400  acres  of 
land  in  Izard  County  and  9C0  acres  in  Sharp  Coun- 
ty, about  875  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  is  a Democrat, 
in  his  political  views,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Georgia  Cav- 
alry, under  Col.  Morrison,  and  his  first  hard  fight 
was  near  Knoxville,  Term.  He  was  ilischarged  at 
Jacksonport  in  1805.  He  and  wife  are  members  of 


the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children;  Henry,  Wiley,  Jane  and  iNIollie. 

W.  A.  Brumitt,  farmer,  Franklin,  Ark.  This 
successful  farmer  was  born  in  Fulton  Counlv. 
Ark.,  in  1859,  and  when  only  eleven  years  of  age 
started  out  to  fight  life’s  battle  for  himself.  He 
first  commenced  as  a hired  hand,  and  for  his  serv- 
ices was  boarded  and  clothed  the  first  year,  but  the 
second  year  the  same  man  paid  him  §12  a month 
for  his  labor.  He  continued  workincr  bv  the 
month  on  a.farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  traveling,  and  thus  enjoyed  himself  for 
about  twelve  months,  visiting  as  far  north  as  Illi- 
nois and  Kentucky,  and  as  far  south  as  Texas  and 
the  Indian  Nation.  When  eighteen  vears  of  age 
he  rented  laud  and  farmed  in  Sharp  County,  and 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  farmed  and  ran  a cot- 
ton-gin. After  this  he  rented  the  Wolf  mill  and  con- 
ducted that  for  two  years,  after  which  he  embarked 
in  the  distillery  business  for  twelve  months.  In  1884 
he  bought  his  present  property,  consisting  of  220 
acres,  with  eighty  under  cultivation,  and  had  this 
farm  cultivated  until  1889,  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  place  himself.  He  was  married  in  Decem- 
ber, 1878,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Jackson,  a native  of 
this  county,  and  born  on  the  farm  where  they  now 
reside.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Lucy  A.,  5V.  P.,  Clara  and  James  H.  Mr.  Bru- 
mitt has  discharged  the  duties  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  his  township,  and  is  now  director  of  the 
public  schools.  He  is  a self-made  man  in  every 
sense  of  the  word  and  deserves  the  esteem  of  all 
for  his  enterprise  and  perseverance.  His  educa- 
tional advantages,  as  might  be  supposed,  were 
rather  limited,  but  by  reading  and  observation  he 
has  become  a well-informed  man.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican and  is  alive  to  the  political  issues  of  the  day. 
His  parents  were  R.  H.  and  Elizabeth  A.  ((Morris) 
Brumitt,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  re- 
spectively. R.  H.  Brumitt  moved  to  Arkansas  in 
1857,  entering  land  on  Strawberry  River,  Fulton 
County,  but  only  resided  there  three  years,  wheu 
he  moved  to  Independence  County,  settling  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  same.  In  lSt)2  he  moved 
to  Illinois,  settling  in  Johnson  County,  and  tlnu-e 
remained  for  four  v ears.  In  1807  he  came  buck 
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to  his  farm  in  Independence  County,  remained 
there  until  1809,  when  he  moved  to  Sharp  County 
and  there  bought  a farm  of  300  acres.  In  1883 
he  sold  this  farm  and  moved  to  Izard  County, 
locating  near  the  center  of  the  county  on  a farm 
of  340  acres.  He  has  been  married  three  times; 
first,  to  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  childien:  Na- 
thaniel (deceased)  and  W.  A.  iMi’s.  Brumitt  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
died  in  1807,  at  the  age  of  hfty-two  years.  Mr. 
Brumitt’ s second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Hotchkiss,  nee  Shanks,  and  they  had  six  children, 
five  now  living:  Martha,  wife  of  William  Fry; 
James  F.,  resides  in  this  county;  Susan  J. , at 
home;  Lucy  F.,  Daniel  H.  and  Mary  A.  (deceased). 
Mrs.  Brumitt  was  a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  died  in  1881.  By  his  third  marriage, 
to  Mrs.  Mahala  Thompson,  nee  Richardson,  he 
became  the  father  of  one  child,  Naomi  A.  Mr. 
Brumitt  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge, 
and  is  still  quite  an  active  man.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  does  not  take  a very  active  part  in  poli- 
tics. Mrs.  Brumitt  is  a member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church. 

Joseph  L.  Byler  was  born  in  Middle  Tennes- 
see, in  1834,  his  father,  John  Byler,  being  also 
born  in  that  State  in  1797.  The  latter  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  the  captain  of  a 
company,  afterward  being  promoted  to  major, 
and  this  latter  position  he  held  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  In  the  year  1820  he  united  in  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  to  Miss  Middia  Adkiuson,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Adkinson,  and  to  their  union  seven 
children  have  been  bom,  two  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Mary  and  Joseph  L.  He  removed  from 
Tennessee  to  Izard  County,  Ark.,  in  the  year  1847, 
and  obtained  a land  warrant  from  the  government 
for  100  acres  of  land,  which  he  farmed  with  suc- 
cess up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1873,  His  wife 
died  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn. , in  1844.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  Joseph  L.  Byler  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising,  and  in  these  two  enter- 
prises, which  have  been  his  chief  calling  through 
life,  he  has  met  with  marked  success.  He  owns 
2o0  acres  of  land  on  Rocky  Bayou,  and  has  about 


[ ninety  acres  under  cultivation,  which  he  devotes 
principally  to  the  raising  of  cotton,  corn  and  small 
grain.  In  addition  to  this,  ho  owns  a large  cot- 
ton-gin and  grist-mill,  which  he  has  operated  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  last  year  putting  up  IGti 
bales  of  cotton,  and  since  1887  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  and  has  a fair  patronage. 
Since  Cleveland’s  administration  he  has  held  the 
office  of  postmaster  of  Alder,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow’s  fraterni- 
ties. He  is  a thorough,  enter}>rising  business  man, 
has  a host  of  friends,  and  is  recognized  by  all  as  a 
good  citizen.  In  1854  he  was  married  to  Rachel, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Gray,  of  Izard 
County,  but  she  died  in  1868,  leaving  him  with  a 
family  of  live  children  to  care  for:  Augusta  C. , 
Mary  E. , Mentian,  Sarah  J.  and  Rachel  R.  In 
1871  he  w’as  married  to  his  second  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lettie  W.  Woody,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  M'oody,  of  Izard 
County.  They  have  a family  of  three  children: 
Dixie  E.,  Joseph  G.  and  Edna.  Mr.  Byler  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  under  Capt.  Gibson  and 
Col.  Shaler  from  1861  to  1865,  being  in  the  in- 
fantry, and  was  a participant  in  a number  of  bat- 
tles. He  is  now  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

William  W.  Campbell.  The  farm  which  Mr. 
Campbell  now  owns  and  conducts  in  such  an  enter- 
prising and  industrious  manner  emlnaces  340 
acres  of  land,  of  which  125  are  under  cultivation, 
forming  one  of  the  neat,  comfortalde  homesteads 
of  this  township.  The  improvements  upon  it  are 
convenient  and  complete,  and,  no  doubt,  one 
reason  of  his  success  in  this  calling  is  the  fact  that 
from  his  earliest  youth  he  has  been  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  farm  labor.  He  was  born  in  the 
“Old  North  State”  in  1838,  his  father.  William 
R.  Campbell,  also  being  born  there,  the  latter's 
birth  occurring  in  1813.  The  latter  received  a 
somewhat  limitededucation  in  his  youth,  but  in  his 
business  enterprises  was  quite  successful,  and  be- 
came the  owner  of  550  acres  of  land.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Howard,  a daughter  of  John 
Howard,  of  Iredell  County,  and  to  their  union  a 
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family  of  eleven  children  were  born,  seven  sons 
and  four  dauirhters;  James  A.,  William  W.,  Sarah 
A.,  Fannie,  iNIartin  H. , Augustus  AV.,  Henry  F., 
Samuel  P. , Mary,  Preston  B.  and  Alice.  The 
family  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  to 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  in  1856,  and  here  became 
prominent  citizens.  The  father  purchased  200 
acres  of  laud,  which  he  devoted  principally  to 
raising  corn  and  small  grain,  and  during  his  life- 
time he  was  quite  active  in  politics,  and  held  the 
office  of  magistrate  for  some  years.  He  volun- 
teered to  serve  in  the  Mexican  War,  but  before  he 
entered  service  peace  was  declared.  He,  as  well 
as  his  wife,  were  active  members  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  in  1883.  AVilliam  W.  Camp- 
bell received  a common  school  education  in  North 
Carolina,  and,  in  1859,  began  life  for  himself  in 
Izard  County,  with  the  results  above  stated.  Upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted 
in  the  infantry,  but  later  joined  the  cavalry,  being 
under  Gens.  McCarver  and  Hardy,  but  was  dis- 
charged while  serving  under  the  latter,  at  Poca- 
hontas. He  next  enlisted  under  Gen.  Shaler,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and 
was  taken  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  confined  for 
six  mouths.  He  served  in  all  four  years.  He  is  a 
Mason,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a man 
who  enjoys  an  extensive  acquaintance,  and  is 
highly  respected.  He  has  been  married  three 
times;  first,  in  1860,  to  Miss  Hiley  J.  Walker,  a 
daughter  of  John  Walker,  of  Izard  County,  but 
she  died  in  1863,  leaving  one  child.  Pierce  AV. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
an  estimable  woman  in  every  respect.  In  1864  Air. 
Campbell  took  for  his  second  wife  Aliss  Hiley  J. 
Hightower,  Nathan  Hightower’s  daughter,  but  her 
death  occurred  in  1876,  she  having  borne  him  two 
children,  Sarah  A.  and  Alartha  J.  She  was  also 
a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Airs. 
Caroline  Smith  became  his  third  wife  in  1883,  her 
father’s  name  being  Andrew  James.  This  mar- 
riage resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  family: 
Patrick  O.,  Edward  R.,  Augustus  A.  and  Alaggie  O. 

Henry  F.  Campbell  is  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, born  in  1848,  and  like  the  majority  of  the 


native  born  residents  of  that  State,  he  is  energetic 
and  enterprising.  A short  history  of  his  father, 
AAdlliam  R.  Campbell,  appears  in  the  sketch  of 
AVilliam  AV.  Campbell.  Henry  F.  Campl)ell  re- 
ceived the  education  and  rearing  which  is  usuallv 
given  the  farmer’s  boy,  and  after  reaching  man- 
hood w'us  married  in  Izard  County,  Ark.,  to  Ali.ss 
Alary  E.  Helen,  a daughter  of  George  C.  Helen, 
of  this  county.  To  them  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  family  of  children:  James  T., 

AA'illiam  C.,  Alary  E.,  and  Cornelia  F.  Like  so 
many  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  country  at 
the  present  time,  Air.  Campbell  was  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  farm  life  from  the  very  first,  and 
this  has  since  continued  to  be  the  calling  to  which 
his  attention  ’nas  been  directed.  He  now  owns  and 
operates  240  acres  of  land  in  Izard  County,  and 
has  sixty- five  acres  under  cultivation,  which  he  de- 
votes to  the  raising  of  cotton,  corn  and  oats.  In 
1880  he  erected  a cotton-gin  on  his  farm,  which 
has  been  in  operation  each  succeeding  year,  and  in 
1888  he  ginned  140  bales  of  cotton.  He  built 
a substantial  residence  in  1881,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  successful  fruit  growers  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  His  marriage  occurred  in 
1874,  and  his  wife  lived  until  the  7th  of  Alarch, 
1889,  when  she  was  called  to  her  long  home.  She 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Alethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  and  Air.  Campbell  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  Church.  His  mother  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  in  1816,  her  parents  being  also 
natives  of  that  State,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  family  of  children:  Alartin,  James, 

Polly,  Sarah,  Lemira  and  Alillie. 

John  AV.  Cone,  farmer,  Newburg,  Ark.  Air. 
Cone  is  one  of  the  re{)resentative  young  farmers  of 
Newburg  Township,  and  is  closely  associated  with 
the  agricultural  affairs  of  the  county.  His  birth 
occurred  on  the  5th  of  July,  1850,  in  Tennessee, 
and  his  youth  was  passed  in  attending  the  common 
schools  and  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  in 
Tennessee.  He  came  with  his  father  to  Arkansas, 
in  1870,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides. Four  years  later  he  wedded  Aliss  Alollie  A. 
Freeman,  a native  of  Tennes.see,  but  who  was 
reared  in  Arkansas,  this  county.  Four  children 
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are  the  result  of  this  union:  George  T. . Cora  E. , 

Rosa  H.  and  John  B.  Mr.  Cone  commenced  farm- 
ing for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- one  years  on 
his  father’s  laud,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years 
bought  his  present  property,  which  then  consisted 
of  140  acres,  but  he  has  added  to  this  until  he  now 
has  260  acres  with  160  under  cultivation.  Soon 
after  arriving  at  his  majority  he  commenced  travel- 
ing, and  journeyed  over  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and 
Illinois,  and  did  not  commence  saving  anything  for 
a rainy  day  until  twenty -five  years  of  age.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  His  parents.  Rev.  G.  W. 
and  Margaret  (Howland)  Cone,  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  respectively.  G. 
IV.  Cone  was  a minister  in  the  Christian  Church, 
and  followed  this  calling  for  forty  years,  although 
in  connection  he  also  carried  on  farming.  He  was 
married  in  Tennessee,  in  1847,  and  lived  there 
until  1870,  when  he  moved  to  Izard  County,  Ark., 
and  settled  on  the  farm  adjoining  his  son’s  (John 
W.  Cone)  tine  tract  of  land.  There  he  now  resides 
and  is  in  his  seventy-third  year,  but  is  still  active 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  comparatively  good  health. 
He  was  quite  well  off  previous  to  the  war,  but  lost 
the  principal  part  of  his  property  during  that  ex- 
citing period.  He  and  wife  reared  a family  of 
eight  children,  all  living;  Tennessee,  wife  of  B. 
F.  Smith,  of  this  county ; John  IV.,  J.  B. , resides 
in  this  county;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  IV.  C.  Bounds, 
and  lives  in  Texas  County,  Mo. ; I.  N. , wife  of  IV. 
C.  Aylor;  Cassie  M. , wife  of  C.  E.  Jett;  Maggie 
IV.,  wife  of  H.  Lacy,  and  Thomas  F.,  who  lives  in 
this  county.  The  mother  of  these  children  is  in 
her  tifty- eighth  year.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  of  Irish  descent  as  was  also  the  graiulmother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Norwood.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  John  IV.  Cone  were  John  F.  and 
Ellen  (Miller)  Howland,  and  the  grandfather  was 
a soldier  in  the  Mexican  IV ar. 

J.  M.  J.  Conyers  deserves  honorable  mention 
as  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  Izard 
County,  and,  owing  to  his  own  enterprise  and 
push,  he  has  become  the  owner  of  307  acres  of 
land,  with  about  110  acres  under  cultivation,  all 


of  which  is  located  in  Dry  Town  Township.  He 
was  born  in  Hart  County,  Ky. , March  6,  1836, 
and  is  one  of  three  sons  born  to  P.  C.  and  Eliza 
(Ralston)  Conyers,  both  of  whom  were  born  on 
Blue  Grass  soil,  and  were  there  reared,  educated 
and  married.  After  the  death  of  bis  wife,  in  1838, 
he  espotised  Miss  Tabitha  Gouch,  she  also  being  a 
Kentuckian;  their  union  was  consummated  in 
March,  1842.  This  marriage  re.sulted  in  the  birth 
of  thirteen  children,  of  which  family  three  were  | 
boys  and  the  re.st  girls.  Seven  of  these  children 
are  now  living:  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Conyers  death, 

March  4,  1865,  he  was  the  owner  of  240  acres  of 
land.  His  widow  survives  him,  and  resides  with  i 

I 

a son  in  Izard  County,  Ark.  The  father  was  a , 
Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church.  J.  M.  J.  Conyers  received  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  but  in  i 
the  year  1867,  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  and  was 
afterward  married  to  Miss  Nannie  Billinffton,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Pemelia  Billington,  of 
Tennessee.  To  their  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
the  6th  of  February,  1867,  have  been  born  a fami- 
ly of  eleven  children  (eight  of  whom  are  living): 
William  P.,  Thomas  A.,  Franklin  M.,  James  A., 
New’ton  A.,  Nathaniel  E.,  Dora  A.,  Nancy  A., 
Mary  E.,  Jeptha  A.  and  Sarah  J.  Mr.  Conyers 
has  held  the  office  of  Junior  Deacon  in  the  Masonic 
order,  and  in  public  life  has  been  deputy  sheriff 
of  the  county,  and  has  also  held  the  position  of 
constable  of  his  township.  He  and  wife  worship 
in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  a w'orthy  member  since  1853. 

David  Craige,  proprietor  of  the  Izard  County 
Register,  Melbourne.  Ark.  The  name  of  Craige 
is  honorably  connected  with  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  Melbourne  and  the  county  of  Izard, 
for  his  paper  enters  the  homes  of  many,  and  with 
its  progressive  ideas  and  newsy  articles,  receives  ! 
a ready  welcome.  This  paper  is  the  only  one  in 
the  county.  David  Craige  is  a native  of  Rowan 
County,  N.  C.,  born  in  the  year  1836,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Jane  (Thomason)  Craige,  both 

I 

natives  of  North  Carolina,  The  father  was  a de 
scendant  of  a Scotch  family,  and  owned  a numlier 
of  slaves.  He  was  a Democrat,  but  not  active  in 
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politics.  He  died  about  1847,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years,  and  his  wife  died  about  1840,  at  the  age 
of  thirty  five  years.  The  paternal  grandfather 
served  as  a colonel  during  the  entire  War  for  In- 
dependence. David  Craige  divided  his  time  in 
early  youth  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  at- 
tendincr  the  common  schools  of  his  countv.  At  the 

O * 

age  of  fifteen  years  he  commenced  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  printer’s  trade  in  Lincolnton, 
N.  C. , and  after  following  this  for  some  time,  he 
came  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  in  1832,  and  went  to  work 
on  the  Commercial  Standard,  run  by  John  C. 
Claiborne.  Mr.  Claiborne  only  ran  the  paper  a 
year,  when  he  sold  to  Urban  E.  Fort,  and  the 
name  and  political  status  were  changed  from  a 
Democratic  to  a Whig.  It  then  became  known  as 
the  Independent  Balance,  and  was  run  under  that 
name  until  the  commencement  of  the  war.  About 
1855  Prof.  M.  Shelby  Kennard  assumed  control  of 
the  paper,  and  through  all  the  political  changes 
Mr.  Craige  worked  at  this  paper  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war.  On  account  of  j^oor  health  he  was 
exempt  from  service,  and  during  the  war,  and  for 
a few  years  afterward,  he  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  North  Fork  and  Piney  Bayou. 
In  1871  he  returned  to  the  printing  business  and 
worked  on  the  North  Arkansas  Times,  published 
by  Charles  Maxwell  and  Dr.  M.  McClure  of  Bates- 
ville, Ark.,  and  Democratic  in  its  principles.  He 
continued  with  this  paper  until  1873,  when  he 
went  to  Jacksonport,  and  was  engaged  as  journey- 
man on  the  Statesman,  a Republican  journal, 
edited  by  John  Fagan.  From  1873  to  1883  IMi-. 
Craige  merely  rusticated,  for  his  health  was  quite 
poor  at  that  time.  In  1883  or  1884  he  took  charge 
of  the  Sharp  County  Record  for  J.  W.  Buckley, 
and  managed  that  for  three  years.  In  January, 
1887,  he  first  leased  the  Register,  but  in  No- 
vember, 1888,  purchased  the  same,  and  runs  the 
paper  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  was  married  March  20,  1887,  taMiss  Elizabeth 
Campbell,  daughter  of  Archibald  Campbell,  of  this 
county,  v/ho  was  originally  from  Iredell  County, 
N.  C.,  and  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Izard 
County.  Mr.  Craige  is  now'  permanently  located, 
having  imirrieil  in  his  fifty- first  year,  and  with  the 


extensive  circulation  his  paper  has  already  ob- 
tained, commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
many  of  the  reading  public.  Politically  he  is,  of 
course,  a Democrat. 

Dr.  John  M.  Creswell  is  a native  of  Izard 
County,  and  was  born  on  the  20th  of  May,  1857, 
being  one  of  nine  living  members  of  a family  of 
eleven  children  born  to  James  C.  and  iMartha 
(Mann)  Creswell,  the  former  a native  of  Arkansas, 
born  in  1826,  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  James 
received  a very  limited  education  in  his  youth,  and 
afterw'ard  follow'ed  the  occupation  of  farming;  and 
although  he  was  badly  crippled  financially  during 
the  war,  by  diligent  subsequent  labors  he  was  the 
ow’ner  of  a good  farm  of  160  acres  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1881.  In  1S6-8 
he  moved  to  Bell  County.  Tex.,  but  not  liking  the 
country  he  returned  to  Arkansas  at  the  end  of  six 
months,  and  settled  at  Sylamore  (now  in  Stone 
County),  but  two  years  later  came  to  Izard  County. 
He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  from  1863  to 
1865,  and  was  captain  of  his  company,  being  under 
Gen.  Price,  and  was  with  him  on  his  raid  through 
Missouri,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Pilot  Knob. 
He  surrendered  at  Jacksonport,  Ark..  June  5,  1865, 
and  then  returned  home.  He  was  married  in  1854, 
the  following  being  his  children,  who  are  now 
living:  John  M. , Solon  M.,  Cyrus  J.,  James  L. . 
Rufus  C.,  Martha  D.  (wife  of  J.  D.  Denton),  Will- 
iam D.,  Han'iet  E.  and  Homer  Z.  Mr.  Creswell 
w'as  a member  in  good  standing  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  a man  who 
took  great  interest  in  all  worthy  public  movements 
and  gave  his  children  good  educational  advantages. 
His  widow  survives  him.  Dr.  John  M.  Creswell 
was  reared  on  a farm  but  spent  the  most  of  his 
time  in  school,  being  an  attendant  of  the  La  Crosse 
Academy  from  1871  to  1878,  the  institrrtion  at  this 
time  being  under  Profs.  H.  C.  Tipton  and  ^1. 
Shelby  Kennard.  In  1880  he  entered  the  St.  Louis 
Homoepathic  College  and  graduated  from  this  in- 
stitution two  vears  later,  delivering  the  valedictorv 
address  at  the  commencement  exerci.ses,  and  was 
honorably  mentioned  in  IMateriji  iMedica  and  Surg- 
ery. He  has  been  engaged  in  practicing  at  his 
present  location  ever  since,  and  has  won  an  envi 
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able  reputation  among  the  medical  fraternity  of 
the  county,  and  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  a 
successful  physician.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1885, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  C.  Peel, 
of  Izard  County,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of 
one  child,  who  is  deceased.  They  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  James  L.  and  Margaret 
(Laferty)  Creswell,  were  very  early  settlers  of 
Izard  County,  and  here  the  grandfather  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years;  four  of  his  sisters  also 
died  when  fifty  five  years  of  age.  The  maternal 
grandfather.  Rev.  John  H.  Mann,  was  a minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  and 
came  to  Izard  County  from  the  State  of  Tennessee 
in  1830.  His  death  occurred  in  1872,  aged  sixty. 

"Wiley  Croom  is  a Tennesseean,  born  in  1840, 
and  a son  of  Denajah  and  Mary  (Daniel)  Croom, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  North  Caro- 
lina, the  latter  event  taking  place  in  1825.  The 
father  was  born  in  1805,  and  about  1828  or  1830 
removed  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  farming  up  to  1849,  when  he  came  to 
Arkansas,  and  after  renting  land  one  year  he  re- 
turned to  Tennessee.  He  continued  to  make  his 
home  in  this  State  until  1854,  and  from  that  time 
until  1856  he  was  a resident  of  Lawrence  County; 
then  resided  one  year  in  Greene  County.  Mo., 
after  which  he  again  returned  to  Lawrence  County. 
He  here  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  which  he 
was  encrao-pd  in  farmings  until  1863,  at  which  date 
he  removed  to  Illinois  and  farmed  on  rented  land 
until  1866.  From  that  time  until  his  death,  in 
1871,  he  was  a resident  of  Lawrence  County,  Ark. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  was 
his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1870,  she  being 
a daughter  of  Owen  Daniel,  of  North  Carolina. 
Of  sixteen  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Croom, 
the  following  are  now  living:  Nancy,  wife  of  Eph- 
raim Sharp,  of  Lawrence  County,  Ark. ; Elizabeth, 
Mariah,  wife  of  Wliit  B.  Smith;  Jesse,  Mdley, 
Hiram,  and  Drucilla,  the  wife  of  John  M.  Smith. 
Wiley  Croom,  (jur  immediate  subject,  began  life 
for  himself  in  1865,  farming  on  rented  land  for 
two  years,  and  then  purchased  a farm  of  160  acres 


in  Izard  County,  the  tilling  of  which  has  since  re- 
ceived his  attention,  but  his  acreage  is  now  185, 
and  he  has  sixty-five  under  the  plow.  Since  187S 
he  has  been  engaged  in  grist-milling  in  Oxford,  at 
which  time  he  erected  a substantial  mill,  and  in 
these  two  enterprises  the  results  have  been  highly 
satisfactory.  His  union  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Pearson 
occurred  in  1866,  she  being  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Pearson,  of  Lawrence  County,  Ark. , and  to  them 
have  been  born  five  sons  and  three  daughters;  Mary 
M. , wife  of  J.  L.  Smith,  of  Oxford;  David  F.. 
Hiram  F.,  Ida  J.,  wife  of  A.  H.  Caldwell,  of  Ox- 
ford; Denajah,  Anna  B.,  Thomas  AV.  and  Grover 
C.  Mr.  Croom  is  a Democrat.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army,  under  Col.  McCar- 
ver,  and  was  in  many  important  battles  during  his 
service.  He  W'as  captured  at  Big  Black,  Miss., 
and  taken  to  Fort  Delaware,  on  the  Delaware  River, 
and  was  kept  there  until  September,  then  being 
taken  to  Point  Lookout,  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 
He  was  kept  in  captivity  from  May  17,  1863,  till 
January,  1864,  when  he  was  released  and  returned 
to  Arkansas.  Here  he  again  entered  the  service, 
this  time  enlisting  under  Capt.  Wiley  Jones,  and 
served  until  the  surrender  at  Jacksonport,  in  1865. 

Marion  D.  Crutchfield  was  born  in'  Orange 
County,  N.  C.,  in  1846,  and  is  a son  of  James  W. 
Crutchfield,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  Julv 
6.1811.  The  latter  first  married  Levina.the  daugrh- 
ter  of  Alex.  Lashley,  their  union  taking  place  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1836,  but  her  death  occurred 
the  following  year,  she  having  borne  one  child. 
Salina.  For  his  second  wife  he  took,  in  1841,  a 
daughter  of  Acquilla  Jones,  her  name  being  Sallie 
P. , and  three  sons  and  three  daughters  have  been 
born  to  them.  Mr.  Crutchfield  emigrated  from 
North  Carolina  to  White  County,  Ark.,  in  1849. 
and  here  he  took  up  government  land  to  the 
amount  of  160  acres,  near  Searcy,  but  the  follow- 
ing  year  he  moved  to  Newton  County,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  and  entered  eighty  acres  more,  and 
here  made  his  home  until  his  death  in  I860,  his 
wife,  who  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis 
copal  Church,  having  died  here  a year  earlier. 
Marion  D.  Crutchfield,  havitm  learned  fanniiirr  and 
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'self  in  ISOI,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  joined  ! 
the  infantry,  but  afterward  joined  the  cavalry  un- 
der Capt.  Harvey  Lane.  In  1803  he  was  captured  ; 
in  Newton  County,  Ark. , and  at  the  end  of  about  ■ 
three  weeks,  after  being  kept  at  Springfield,  was 
released,  and  joined  the  Federal  army.  After  his  , 
return  home  he  resumed  farming  and  blacksmith- 
iug,  and  by  his  own  good  management  has  a line 
farm  of  580  acres,  with  250  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, his  principal  products  being  corn,  cotton, 
millet  and  the  small  grains.  He  has  a fine  fruit 
orchard  of  about  500  bearing  trees,  and,  lake  it  all- 
in-all,  he  has  one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved 
farms  in  the  comity.  In  connection  with  his  farm 
work,  he  has  also  been  engaged  in  blacksmithing. 
He  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and 
he  and  wife,  whom  he  married  on  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1869,  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha 
M.  Cargill,  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Lucian  E.,  Ida  A.,  Elmer 

W.  and  Henry  G.  Those  deceased  are  James  P. , 
Florence  I.  and  Marion  F.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1846,  and  is  a daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  P.  Cargill,  the  former  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  born  in  1812,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  1819.  This  couple  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  family;  William,  James,  Mary  E. , 
Sarah  M.  and  Susan  S. ; and  those  deceased  are 
Thomas  C.,  Jonathan  and  Louiza.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cargill  are  residing  in  Izard  County,  and  the 
former  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Thomas  P.  Cypert  w'as  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Tonn.,  in  1820,  his  parents,  Jesse  and  Jemima 
(Worthen)  Cypert,  being  Virginians  by  birth.  To 
them  were  born  seven  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Nancy,  Elizabeth,  John,  Zacharias,  William,  James 
W.,  Thomas  P. , Robert  J.,  Jesse  Newton,  Sarah 
W.  and  Felicia  Ann.  At  an  early  day  the  parents 
moved  to  Wayne  County,  Tenn. , w'here  they  en- 
tered laud,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing for  many  years.  The  father  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  and  died  in  Tennessee  in  1856,  and 
his  wife  in  1853.  Thomas  P.  Cypert  embarked  in 
life  for  himself  in  1842,  following  the  occupation 
of  farming,  and  by  energy  and  good  management 


has  become  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  fiftv 
of  which  are  under  cultivation  and  are  devoted  to  tlie  ! 
cultivation  of  corn,  cotton  and  small  irrain.  He  ; 
also  raises  considerable  stock.  In  1861  he  on-  ! 
listed  in  the  infantry  under  Capt.  Deason,  and  was  ^ 
with  the  troops  stationed  at  Bowling  Green.  Kv. . ^ 

during  that  year,  but  after  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  the  following  year  he  was  dis-  ; 
charged,  and  upon  returning  resumed  farming,  | 
which  occupation  has  since  received  his  attention. 

He  has  been  a resident  of  Izard  County,  Ark. , 
since  1852,  and  is  considered  by  all  one  of  its  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  citizens.  The  year 
1846  witnessed  his  marriage  to  Miss  Temperance 
Brown,  a daughter  of  Levi  Brown,  by  whom  he  i 
became  the  father  of  eleven  children;  John  T., 
Sarah  A.,  Delphina,  Mary,  Levi  J.,  Jesse  N. , 
Jemima  C.,  Mack,  Lydia,  George  W.,  Emma  F.,  | 

Levi  and  Jesse  (twins).  | 

William  Davis  is  one  of  the  old  and  hiofhlv 
honored  residents  of  Izard  Countv,  and  durinor  the  ' 

O', 

many  years  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  this 
region  he  has  become  well  and  favorably  known.  j 
His  farm  comprises  252  acres,  of  wdiich  eighty  acres 
are  under  cultivation,  and  it  is  well  improved  with  j 
good  buildings  and  orchards.  Some  portions  of 
his  land  are  underlaid  with  minerals  and  are  con- 
sidered very  valuable.  He  was  born  in  Campbell 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1815,  and  is  a son  of  -James 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky.  The  latter  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  in  his  youth,  and  gave 
his  attention  to  the  occupation  of  farming.  He 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  a member  of  the 
Primitive  Bapti.st  Church,  and  after  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Sallie  Cushenbury,  of  Tennessee,  he  re- 
moved to  Kentucky  (in  1829),  where  he  purchased 
land  and  reared  his  family  of  six  sons  and  six 
daughters:  Patsey,  Nancy,  Baxter,  George,  Anna. 
James,  Ursula.  William.  Ferroby,  Joseph.  John 
and  Emanuel.  William  Davis,  the  immediate  sub-  ^ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  w'as  married  to  Miss  Bethenia  | 
Dobbs,  of  Kentucky,  in  1835,  but  her  death  i>c-  | 
ciirred  in  1858,  she  having  borne  a family  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  survive:  Mary  A.. 
James,  Emanuel,  Ferrol)y,  Simon.  Mark,  Ollie  atul 
Nancy.  In  the  latter  part  of  1858  Mr.  Davis  took 
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for  bis  second  wife  Harriet  A.,  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  Bettis,  of  Izard  County,  Ark.  This  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  seven  now 
living:  William  A.  Baxter,  Rufus  H. , Martha  E., 
Anthony  W.,  Tennessee  and  Minnie  L.  Their  son, 
Rufus  M. , was  married  in  1888  to  Miss  Julia 
Cunningham,  of  Izard  County,  and  they  reside 
on  the  homestead  with  Mr.  Davis.  They  have  one 
child,  Willie.  The  family  attend  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
have  long  been  members. 

W.  O.  Dillard.  The  family  of  wRich  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  a representative,  is  one  well 
known  to  the  people  of  Izard  County,  for  one  or 
more  of  its  members  have  been  identified  with  its 
agricultural  interests  since  1849,  when  Alex.  Dil- 
lard and  his  family  located  here.  The  latter  was 
married  to  Delilah  Legan,  both  being  natives  of 
Tennessee,  and,  throughout  his  entire  life,  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  merchandising,  following 
the  latter  occupations  at  Spring  Creek  and  Flat 
Woods  after  coming  to  Arkansas.  He  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  deputy  sheriff  of  his  coun- 
ty, and,  during  the  time  he  served  in  the  latter- 
capacity,  he  transacted  the  greater  portion  of  the 
business  which  should  have  been  attended  to  by 
the  sheriff.  He  was  quite  a wealthy  man  prior  to 
the  war,  and  owned  several  negroes,  but  his  losses 
during  the  rebellion  were  very  heavy,  and  these 
he  never  fully  regained.  He  died  in  1867,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  To  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  1825,  were  born  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown,  and  two 
now  living:  J.  A.,  a resident  of  this  county,  and 
W.  O.  John  C.  died  while  serving  in  the  Mexican 
War,  being  sergeant  of  his  company.  Both  par- 
ents were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  the  mother's  death  occurred 
in  1837  or  1838.  Mr.  Dillard’s  second  wife  was 
Mary  Wood,  of  Tennessee,  and  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  Anderson.  W.  O.  Dillard  remained  with 
his  father  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  then 
commenced  for  him-self,  farming  on  his  own  land, 
which  was  situated  on  White  River,  in  Izard  Coun- 
ty. This  property  he  sold  in  1866.  and  bought 
202  acres  on  auotlier  portion  of  W'hite  River,  about 


eifrhtv  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and 
in  addition  to  this  owns  1,000  acres,  the  entire 
amount  of  his  land  under  cultivation  amounting  to 
250  acres.  In  1862  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army  as  a private,  but  was  afterw'ard  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  and  served  three 
years  under  Col.  Freeman,  and  was  -with  Price 
on  his  raid  through  Missouri.  He  surrendered  at 
Jacksonport,  Ark.,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1865,  and 
returned  home  and  resumed  farming.  From  1869 
to  1875  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, and  since  that  time  he  has  been  occupied  with 
farming.  He  was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss  Aver- 
illa  Jeffrey,  but  she  died  in  1868,  after  having 
borne  four  children,  three  now  living:  James  L., 
Nancy  J.,  wife  of  Neely  Talley,  and  Alex.  5Iary 

E.  is  deceased.  In  1869  Mr.  Dillard  wedded  his 
second  wife,  she  being  a IMrs.  Sarah  Slavens,  and 
to  them  three  children  have  been  born:  J.  J., 
John  C.  and  W.  O.  Mr.  Dillard  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  death  of  this  wife  in  1879,  and  in 
1881,  his  third  wife,  who  was  a Miss  Sallie  Harris, 
also  died,  their  marriage  having  been  consummated 
in  1880.  His  marriage  to  his  present  wife,  w-ho 
was  a Miss  Adelaide  Cantrell,  took  place  in  1883. 
They  have  two  children:  George  C.  and  Charley 
R.  IMr.  Dillard’s  first  two  wives  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  his  third  wife 
was  a Cumberland  Presbyterian,  and  he  and  his 
present  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a Democrat,  a member  of  the  A. 

F.  & A.  M. , and  is  a man  who  favors  and  sup- 
ports all  laudable  enterprises,  especially  those  con- 
nected w’ith  churches  and  schools. 

George  J.  Dillard  is  a native-born  resident  of 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  the  year 
1850.  He  is  a son  of  Hill  and  Eliza  (Creswell) 
Dillard,  the  former’s  birth  having  occurred  in  the 
■‘Old  Dominion,”  in  1814.  The  father  was  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  the  section  in  which  he  resid- 
ed, and  during  slavery  times,  owned  a great  many 
negroes.  Although  he  received  a limited  early 
education,  he  possessed  sound  judgment  anti  a keen 
and  active  intellect,  and  was  a man  who  stood  well 
in  the  estimation  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  fol 
lowing  family  were  born  to  himself  and  wife:  Eliza- 
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betb,  the  wife  of  B.  T.  Roose;  Martha,  also  married,  ! 
Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Billingsley,  all  of  whom  reside  in 
this  county.  Mr.  Dillard  removed  to  this  county 
and  State  in  1836,  coming  overland,  and  entered  a 
large  tract  of  land,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
owned  aboiit  1,000  acres.  He  built  him  a cedar- 
log  hut  in  the  woods  and  in  this  primitive  struct- 
ure, his  son,  George  J.  Dillard,  was  born.  After  ' 
making  this  county  his  home  until  1863  he  moved 
to  the  State  of  Texas,  where  he  died  two  years 
later.  George  J.  Dillard,  like  his  father,  has  fol-  ' 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farming  all  his  life,  and 
like  him,  has  been  successful.  His  farm,  which 
comprises  264  acres,  of  which  130  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  he  devotes  chiefly  to  raising  cotton, 
corn  and  small  grains,  and  throughout  the  county 
he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  Although  he  at-  | 
tended  the  La  Crosse  school  for  some  time,  which  i 
was  under  the  management  of  Prof.  Kennard,  his 
early  education  w'as  somewhat  limited,  but  by  read- 
ing and  contact  with  the  world,  he  is  considered 
one  of  the  w'ell  posted  men  of  the  county.  In  1872 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Shell,  a daughter 
of  'William  and  Catherine  Shell,  of  Izard  County, 
and  by  her  has  a family  of  seven  children:  Edward,  i 
William  D.,  Ollie,  Elizabeth,  James,  Hubbard  and 
Catherine. 

William  K.  Estes,  county  and  circuit  clerk, 
Melbourne,  Ark.  In  his  present  position  as  clerk 
of  the  county  and  circuit  court  of  this  county,  Mr. 
Estes  is  proving  himself  to  be  efficient  and  popu- 
lar, and  the  manner  in  which  he  has  acquitted 
himself  has  justly  won  him  the  name  of  being 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability. 
He  is  a native-born  citizen  of  this  county,  his  birth  ' 
occurring  on  the  5th  of  September,  1853,  and  he  i 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  N.  and  Lucy  R.  (Johnson)  | 
Estes,  and  the  grandson  of  Burris  and  Martha 
(Morris)  Estes,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  The 
grandfather  came  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day, 
and  was  there  married  about  1825.  He  was  a 
leading  agriculturist,  and  died  near  the  close  of  • 
the  late  w’ar,  leaving  considerable  property  in  land 
and  slaves.  He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who  died  shortly 
after  his  death.  The  paternal  great  grandfather 


of  William  K.  Estes  was  an  officer  in  the  war  for 
independence,  and  had  in  the  same  army  with  him- 
self eleven  cousins  of  the  same  name  and  sons 
of  one  father.  He  drew  from  the  government 
600  acres  of  land,  and  located  his  claim  in 
Henry  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  passed  his  last 
days.  Thomas  N.  Estes  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
but  moved  to  this  State  in  1852,  and  was  married 
that  year  to  Miss  Lucy  R.  Johnson,  v,’ho  bore  him 
three  children:  W.  K.,  John  J.  (who  is  a book- 
keeper at  Evening  Shade,  Sharp  County),  and  Sam- 
uel C.  (who  is  clerking  in  a dry  goods  store,  at  Ash 
Flat,  Ark. ) The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
1858.  She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Estes  was  married  the  second  time,  in  1869,  to 
Mrs.  Minerva  R.  Wilson,  nee  Kimmins;  both  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  same  year 
they  moved  to  Izard  County,  where  Mr.  Estes  has 
a fine  farm  of  200  acres,  with  thirty  or  forty  under 
cultivation,  and  on  which  are  good  buildings,  etc. 
In  1849  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  and 
after  suffering  untold  hardships  and  after  being 
on  the  road  over  six  months,  reached  that  State. 
He  then  followed  mining  until  1852,  met  with  rea- 
sonable success  and  returned  to  Arkansas  in  the 
above  mentioned  year.  He  was  county  clerk  of 
Fulton  County  from  1862  to  1864,  and  also  served 
in  the  Confederate  army.  William  K.  Estes’  early 
life  was  divided  between  assisting  on  the  farm  and 
in  attending  the  common  schools  of  his  county.  .\t 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  started  out  for  himself 
by  continuing  the  pursuit  to  w'hich  he  had  been 
reared,  and  followed  this  occupation  uninten'upl- 
edly  for  a long  time.  In  1879  he  moved  to  the 
city,  and  served  as  deputy  clerk  from  that  time  un- 
til 1884,  when  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  though 
he  had  first  been  deputy  clerk  in  November,  IS  <6. 
He  tilled  this  office  in  such  a capable  and  efficient 
manner,  and  so  popular  did  he  become,  that  he  was 
complimented  by  being  re-elected  in  1886,  serving 
until  1888.  He  has  been  twice  married;  first,  in 
1873,  to  Miss  Lurana  E.  Wilson,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children:  Lucy  E.,  Walter  H.,  Jasper  51.. 

Allie  51.  and  Ford  5V.  51rs.  Estes  was  born  on 

the  3d  of  5Iarch,  1855,  and  died  on  the  13th  of 
August,  1886.  She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
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Church.  Mr.  Estes’  second  marriage  was  to  Miss 
Nancy  C.  Kitchens,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1887. 
They  have  one  child,  Earl  T.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estes 
are  both  church  members,  she  of  the  Christian  de- 
nomination and  he  of  the  Baptist.  He  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  and  R.  A.  M. , and  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Subordinate  Lodge  and  the  Encampment 
of  *Odd  Fellows.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

James  H.  Garner  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in 
1834,  and  is  a son  of  John  Garner,  whose  native 
State  was  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  1st  of  August,  1808.  In  his  youth  he  re- 
moved to  Tennessee  with  his  parents,  and  in  this 
State  he  received  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools,  and  as  far  back  as  he  could  remember  he 
had  been  familiar  with  farm  work.  In  1831  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  B.  Greer  was  celebrated, 
she  being  a daughter  of  Joshua  and  Polly  Greer. 
Five  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born  to  John 
Garner  and  wife:  IVilliam  T. , Washington  L. , Ed- 
ward P. , John  D.,  Mary  E.,  Francis  and  Lucy  C. 
Mr.  Garner  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Izard 
County,  Ark.,  in  1858,  and  purchased  a farm  of 
eighty  acre.s,  which  he  successfully  conducted  un- 
til his  death  on  the  21st  of  August,  1872.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  February  19, 
1816,  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  and  both  were 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  James  H.  Gar- 
ner’s youth  was  spent  in  his  native  State,  and  in 
1859  he  followed  his  father  to  Izard  County,  Ark., 
and  purchased  a woodland  farm  of  120  acres  near 
him.  On  this  he  built  a house  and  estaUished  his 
family,  and  in  time  became  able  to  purchase  280 
acres  more,  of  which  he  has  150  acres  under  the 
plow.  On  this  he  raises  corn  and  cotton,  and  as  a 
large  portion  of  his  farm  is  underlaid  with  mineral 
ore  it  is  very  valuable.  He  has  now  in  process  of 
erection  a commodious  frame  residence  on  his  Piney 
Creek  farm,  and  in  looking  over  ^Ir.  Garner’s 
domains  it  can  easily  be  seen  that  he  thoroughly  un- 
derstands his  business  and  is  thrifty  and  energetic. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Murphy,  a 
daughter  of  Gilston  Murphy,  of  Illinois,  and  by 
her  has  a family  of  seven  children:  John  R. , Na- 
than F.,  AVilliam  L.,  Jessie  B. , James  E.,  Henry 
B. , Thomas  F.  and  Edwin  L.  When  the  war  broke 


out  he  joined  Company  E,  and  was  two  years  in 
' the  infantry  under  Capt.  Gibson,  and  from  that 
time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  in  the  cav- 
alry under  Capt.  Powell.  He  was  at  Little  Rock, 
Independence  and  Kansas  City,  and  surrendered 
at  Jacksonport  in  1805.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his 
■ political  views,  and  from  1872  to  1870  served  as 
I justice  of  the  peace;  in  1887  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff  under  R.  L.  Sanders,  of  Izard  Coun- 
ty. He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  been  Master  of  his  lodge  two  years. 

B.  F.  Garner  was  born  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, in  1830,  his  parents,  William  P.  and  Harriet 
(Greer)  Garner,  being  also  natives  of  that  State, 
the  former’s  birth  occm-ring  in  1813.  They  were 
married  in  their  native  State  in  1835,  she  being  a 
j dai’.ghter  of  Joshua  Greer,  and  in  1859  they  re- 
moved to  Izard  County,  Ark.,  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  240  acres,  and  here  he  was  engraged  in 
farming  and  preaching  (he  being  a minister  of  the 
Christian  Church)  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1870.  His  wife  died  in  1800,  and  three  or  four 
years  later  he  wedded  Miss  Martha  Murphy,  who 
died  the  same  year  as  himself.  His  first  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  six  being 
now  alive:  B.  F.,  John  L.,  Nancy  E.,  wife  of  M. 

I D.  S.  Laird,  of  Boone  County,  Ark. ; Eliza  J. , wife 
of  William  A.  Robins,  of  Izard  County;  Thomas 
H. , and  Harriet  L.,  wife  of  J.  J.  Seers,  of  Fulton 
County,  Ark.  B.  F.  Garner  removed  to  this  coun- 
ty in  1809,  having  begun  life  for  himself  in  his 
native  State  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  his 
first  business  venture  beingr  to  engragte  in  saw-mill- 
ing.  This  enterprise  he  continued  to  follow  until 
1864,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
He  was  married  there,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
J.  Wade,  and  by  her  has  four  children:  William 

L.,  A.  B.,  J.  T.  and  U.  S.  The  two  eldest  sons 
are  en<rasred  in  saw-milling:-  on  a largre  scale,  in 
what  is  known  as  “Dry  Hollow,”  Izard  County, 
and  are  enterprising  young  business  men.  Upon 
coming  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  Mr.  Garner  entered 
and  purchased  laud  to  the  amount  of  410  acres, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  100  acres,  has  divided 
his  land  among  his  sons.  He  has  forty  acres  of 
his  land  under  cultivation,  and  since  1879  has  been 
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engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  at  Oxford,  and 
does  a business  of  about  §4,000  per  annum.  He 
is  also  interested  in  the  mercantile  business  with 
his  son,  J.  T. , at  Wideman.  He  supports  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Chui’ch,  as  are  three 
of  his  sons:  A.  B.,  -J.  T.  and  U.  8. 

John  D.  Garner  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
occupation  of  farming,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  acquired  his  present  possessions  denotes 
him  to  be  a man  of  energy,  push  and  enterprise. 
He  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1852,  and  since  1858 
has  been  a resident  of  Izard  County,  Ark.,  and 
here  received  a somewhat  meager  education  in  the 
common  schools  in  his  youth.  In  187 1 he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ellen  Langston,  a daughter  of  John 
Langston,  of  Izard  County,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  tw’o  children:  Lafayette  and  James  E.  Mrs. 
Garner  died  in  1876,  and  he  afterward  married 
Miss  Sarah  Niblett,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Nib- 
lett,  their  union  taking  place  in  Fulton  County, 
Ark.,  in  1878.  Six  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Lucy  C.,  Silas  M. , Joseph,  Coral.  Harvey 

and  Richard.  After  Mr.  Garner’s  marriage  to  his 
present  wife  he  resided  for  some  time  in  Fulton 
County,  but  is  now  located  permanently  in  Izard 
County,  and  is  negotiating  for  the  farm  he  is  now 
working.  He  raised  a good  crop  this  year,  and  is 
a thrifty  and  industrious  farmer.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat politically,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  He  is  a son  of  John  Garner, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Dr.  Thomas  Iv.  Goodman,  of  the  mercantile 
firm  of  Goodman  & Schenck,  of  Calico  Rock,  was 
born  in  Polk  County.  Mo. , in  1849,  and  is  one  of  nine 
surviving  members  of  a family  of  twelve  children, 
eleven  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown,  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Sampson  Goodman  and  Sarah  Lyngar, 
of  English  and  French  descent,  respectively,  and 
natives  of  Tennessee.  The  father  removed  to 
Polk  County,  Mo.,  when  the  country  was  almost  a 
wilderness,  and  resided  in  this  county  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1888,  at  the  a<xeof  eij^htv- 
two  years.  His  wife  died  in  1869.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  moderate  means,  and, 
although  a man  of  not  much  education,  he  pos- 


sessed sound  judgment,  and  was  an  individual  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  He  and  his  wife 
were  married  in  1827,  and  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  a number  of  years.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  F.  M. , who  died  in 

Missouri,  in  1888,  leaving  a family;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  George  Slatten;  John  F.,  James-,  who  went 
to  California  in  1852,  and  has  not  been  heard  from 
since;  Isaac  J.,  Newton  J.,  Mary  E.,  wife  of  S.  C. 
Chumbley;  Harv’ey  C.,  Thomas  K.,  Edward  M. 
Dr.  Thomas  K.  Goodman  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  afterward  completed  his  education  in  the 
academy  at  Greenfield,  Mo.,  which  institution  he 
entered  in  1866.  He  began  studying  medicine  at 
Springfield  in  the  following  year  under  Dr.  W.  A. 
Hyde,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  graduated  from 
the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  at 
St.  Louis,  but  previous  to  graduating  had  prac- 
ticed in  Newton  and  Izard  Counties,  Ark.,  having 
located  in  the  latter  county  in  1872.  He  continued 
his  practice  here  until  1885,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  with  Dr.  Schenck  [see 
sketch].  Upon  coming  to  this  county  the  Doctor 
was  rather  poor  financially,  but  he  now  owns  248 
acres  of  improved  land,  and  his  interest  in  his 
mercantile  establishment.  He  is  a Republican  in 
his  political  views,  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A. 

I M.,  and  he  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Greenhaw,  and  whom  he  married  in 
1871,  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Oliver  S., 
Homer  H H.  and  Albert  A.  T. 

Robert  Gray  was  born  in  Wilkes  County.  N. 
C.,  July  11,  1838,  and  is  one  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, six  living,  born  to  Constant  and  Jane  (Sale) 
Gray,  who  were  also  North  Carolinians,  and  were 
there  reared,  educated  and  married.  5Ir.  Gray 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  at  his  death,  in  1862. 
owned  1,800  acres  of  good  land.  His  wife  died  in 
1873,  in  the  full  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Robert  Gray  was  educated  in  Wilkesboro,  N. 
C.,  and  in  1859  removed  to  Arkansas,  .settling 
in  Izard  County,  he  at  that  time  owning  but  one 
horse  and  about  §75  in  money.  He  was  mur- 

I ried  here  on  the  15th  of  June.  1S6I.  to  Miss 
Rachel  E.  Grav,  who  was  born  in  the  “ Old  Nortli 
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State,”  but  her  death  occurred  in  January,  1804, 
leaving  one  son,  William  R.,  who  died  on  the  8th 
of  February,  1875.  June  14,  1808,  Mr.  Gray 
wedded  his  second  wife,  Martha  Hinkle  by  name, 
she  having  been  Iwrn  in  Tennessee;  and  of  their 
family  of  twelve  children,  eleven  are  still  living, 
and  ten  reside  at  home:  Thomas  J.,  Arena  J., 
John,  Mary  E.,  Ida  K.,  Bertha  L.,  James  F., 
Walter  N. , Robert  E.,  Amanda  E.,  Annie  M.  and 
Jesse  A.  ' Mr.  Gray,  like  his  father,  has  always 
been  en<rac;ed  in  farming:,  and  owns  about  700 
acres  of  good  land,  of  which  250  acres  are  under 
cultivation.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  for  the  past  nine  years,  and  has  held  a num- 
ber of  offices  in  the  county,  such  as  assessor,  and 
while  residing  in  Sharp  County  held  the  office  of 
county  treasurer  for  two  years.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed in  the  Confederate  army  under  McBride, 
and  was  severely  wounded  at  the  light  at  Mans- 
field, losing:  his  left  leg:  and  one  fing:er  on  his  left 
hand.  He  also  received  a shot  in  the  left  side, 
and  received  his  discharge  in  1865.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  school  teaching  for  some  time 
after  returniug  home,  but,  as  stated  above,  has 
given  the  most  of  his  attention  to  farming,  at 
which  he  has  been  remarkably  successful.  He  and 
I wife  worship  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
j W.  Grimniett,  ex-county  judge  and  farmer, 

I Newburg,  Ark.  A plain  untarnished  statement  of 
the  facts  embraced  in  the  life  of  W.  Grimmett,  a 
man  well  known  to  the  people  of  Izard  County,  is 
all  that  we  profess  to  be  able  to  give  in  this  his- 
tory of  the  county;  and  yet,  upon  examiuation 
of  those  facts,  there  will  be  found  the  career  of 
one  who^e  entire  course  through  the  world  has 
been  marked  with  great  honesty  and  fidelity  of 
purpose,  as  well  as  sincere  and  effective  service  to 
those  whom  he  has  been  called  upon  to  represent 
in  different  capacities.  Mr.  Grimmett  was  born  in 
the  Blue  Grass  State  in  1840,  and  his  parents, 
Andrew  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Grimmett,  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  respectively. 
Andi'ew  Grimmett  came  to  Kentucky  at  an  early 
day,  worked  as  a farm  hand,  and  was  here  married 
to  Miss  Wilson.  He  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1855, 
settled  first  in  Fulton  County,  and  one  year  later 


moved  to  this  county,  where  he  remained  for  five 
years.  He  subsequently  located  in  Van  Bureu 
County,  resided  there  four  years,  and  then  re- 
turned to  this  county,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1878,  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Mrs. 
Grimmett  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  these  children: 
Harvey  Watson  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Sam- 
uel (deceased),  Wilson  (deceased).  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Reynolds,  W.  T.,  Mrs.  Minerva  Billingsley.  Mrs. 
Grimmett  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  W.  Grimmett  com- 
menced life  for  himself  by  farming,  and  in  1858 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Ham- 
mond. He  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  when  he 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Newburg  (1876- 
78),  but  he  soon  closed  out  his  business  and  re- 
turned to  the  farm.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  two  terms,  four  years  in  all, 
two  terms  county  and  probate  judge,  and  has  since 
resided  on  and  attended  to  his  farm.  In  1862  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army.  Company  C,  Shaler’s 
regiment,  under  Capt.  Gibson,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  hostilities,  when  he  surrendered  at 
Jacksonport  on  the  5th  of  June,  1865.  He  was 
engaged  in  some  severe  skirmishes,  notablv  Au- 
gusta  and  at  Village  Creek.  After  the  war  he 
came  home,  and  went  immediately  to  farming. 
Although  starting  with  limited  means  the  Judge 
has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  190  acres  of  land,  with  100  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. To  his  marriage  were  born  the  following 
children:  Amanda  M. , wife  of  J.  O.  Hammond; 
Caldona,  wife  of  R.  F.  Lacy;  Charles  M. , Averilla, 
C.  E. , at  home;  George  A.,  Amos  J.  and  Joseph 
Roscoe.  Judge  Grimmett  is  a man  who  favors 
all  public  improvements,  and  is  a great  friend 
to  education.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
lodge,  and  in  politics  casts  his  vote  with  the  Dem- 
ocrat party.  Mrs.  Grimmett  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Sandford  Hames,  of  the  saw-milling  firm  of 
Hames  & Kanky,  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1862, 
and  is  a son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Anuice  (Robinson) 
Hames,  who  were  bora  in  South  Carolina.  Thoma^' 
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Hames  removed  to  Georgia  at  an  early  day,  and 
there  reared  a family  of  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living:  John,  Jasper  and  Sandford. 
The  father  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War,  and 
was  a miner  by  occupation,  working  in  the  gold 
mines  of  Georgia,  acquiring  considerable  wealth  in 
this  enterprise.  He  passed  from  life  in  1862,  and 
his  wife  died  in  1884.  Sandford  Hames  was  reared 
in  a mining  camp,  and  worked  in  the  mines  for 
some  time  before  coming  to  Arkansas,  in  1861. 
He  purchased  the  place  where  he  is  now  living, 
which  had  then  fifteen  or  sixteen  acres  under  cul- 
tivation, but  he  now  has  seventy- five  acres  under 
the  plow,  and  in  excellent  farming  condition. 
Besides  this  he  owns  a one-half  interest  in  a saw- 
mill worth  at  least  $2,000,  and  also  has  a farm  of 
216  acres  in  Fulton  County,  with  fifty  or  sixty 
acres  under  cultivation  and  well  stocked.  He  is  a 
man  who  will  assist  in  the  advancement  of  any 
community  in  which  he  may  reside,  and  gives  lib- 
erally of  his  means  in  support  of  worthy  enterprises. 
He  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  in  his 
political  views  is  a Democrat.  In  1855  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rebecca  Montgomery, 
and  by  her  is  the  father  of  seven  children:  Martha, 
wife  of  John  Hagar;  Mahala,  wife  of  James  Mar- 
tin; Thomas  H. , William,  Docia,  wife  of  George 
Gray,  and  John.  One  child  is  deceased.  J.  M. 
Kanky,  like  his  partner,  is  also  a farmer,  and  since 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  has  been  fighting  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself.  He  was  first  engaged  in 
tilling  his  own  land  in  Kentucky,  bvit  afterward 
sold  out,  and  rented  land  for  one  or  two  years.  In 
1873  he  came  with  his  father  to  Arkansas,  and 
after  renting  land  for  one  year  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  comprising  130  acres,  of  which  there 
were  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  in  a tillable 
condition.  He  now  has  sixty-five  acres  of  land 
cleared,  and  also  owns  a one-half  interest  in  the 
above  mentioned  mill.  He  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  in  1852,  and  in  1882  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mekay  Hames,  who  died  in  1888, 
leaving  one  child,  Annie.  Mr.  Kanky  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  is  a son  of  J.  M.  and  A nnie  H.  (Davis) 
Kanky,  whose  native  place  was  in  the  “Old 
Dominion.”  The  father  removed  to  Indiana  in 


1845,  and  after  removing  to  Kentucky  was  married 
in  that  State,  in  1848.  Of  four  children  born  to 
them  two  are  now  living:  J.  M.  and  Thomas.  Mr. 
Kanky  removed  to  Arkansas  in  1873,  and  in  this 
! State  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  the  post- 
master at  Wideman,  Ark.,  is  a member  of  the  A. 

I F.  & A.  M.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  now  at- 
tained the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and 
although  quite  feeble  in  body  his  mind  is  still  clear 
j and  active.  His  wife  died  in  1875. 

Andrew  J.  Hamilton  has  been  a resident  of 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  since  the  year  1871,  and  has 
j become  well  known  to  the  people  of  this  section  as 
! a substantial,  enterprising  and  industrious  tiller  of 
i the  soil.  Of  his  farm,  which  comprises  300  acres 
of  fine  land,  he  has  125  under  cultivation,  and  tnis 
he  devotes  to  the  raising  of  corn  and  small  grain. 

' He  was  born  in  the  “Palmetto  State”  in  1820, 
and  was  there  reared  and  received  his  scholastic 
training  in  the  common  schools.  He  first  em- 
barked in  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years,  and  at  that  time  emigrated 
to  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  embracing  250  acres  of  land.  On  this  he  re- 
sided for  about  twenty-seven  years,  then,  as  stated 
above,  coming  to  Izard  County,  Ark.  In  addition 
to  the  admirable  way  in  which  he  conducts  his 
' large  farm  he  is  also  one  of  the  largest  fruit  grow- 
ers of  Northeast  Arkansas.  While  residing  in 
Georgia  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Stand- 
ridge,  in  1849,  she  being  a daughter  of  Samuel 
Standridge,  of  that  State,  and  their  family  include 
the  following  children:  Lettitia,  Andrew  B.,  Re- 

becca, Mary  J.,  William  H. , Celia  A.  and  Laura. 
The  mother  of  these  children  is  still  living,  she. 
like  her  husband,  being  a member  of  the  Methodi^u 
! Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  always 
honored  the  Democratic  party  by  his  vote,  ever 
being  interested  in  political  affairs.  He  is  a 
son  of  James  C.  and  Nellie  (Gilstrap)  Hamilton, 
the  former’s  birth  occurring  in  1876.  and  he  is  a 
grandson  of  Hardy  Gilstrap.  To  James  C.  Ham- 
I ilton  and  his  wife  were  born  these  chihb'en:  Edley. 

^ Andrew  J. , Lottie,  Mary  A.,  David,  Thomas  and 
j Nancy.  Mr.  Hamilton  died  in  Georgia,  in  1873, 
and  his  wife  in  1859,  in  the  same  State. 
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Newton  L.  Hamm.  The  estate  which  Mr.  ! 
Hamm  is  now  engaged  in  cultivating  embraces  260 
acres  of  land,  which  are  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  general  farming,  and  in  his  operations  he 
displays  those  sterling  princiides  which  are  char- 
acteristic of  those  of  Tennessee  birth,  industry,  and 
wise  and  judicious  management  being  chief  among 
the  number.  He  has  150  acres  of  his  land  under 
cultivation,  it  being  well  improved  with  good  build- 
ings, fences,  etc.,  and  stocked  with  all  the  neces- 
sary farm  animals  for  successfully  conducting  the 
same.  He  was  born  in  McNairy  County,  June  24, 
1840,  and  is  one  of  five  surviving  members  of  a 
family  of  ten  sons  and  seven  daughters,  born  to  i 
William  and  Rachel  (Huggins)  Hamm,  both  of 
whom  were  born  on  Blue  Grass  soil,  the  former’s 
birth  occurring  on  the  20th  of  October,  1799,  and 
the  latter’s  September  13,  1798.  They  were  til- 
lers of  the  soil,  and  at  the  time  of  the  father’s 
death,  December  10,  1872,  he  was  the  owner  of 
120  acres  of  land.  He  had  attained  a high  rank 
in  the  Masonic  lodge,  having  been  a member  of 
that  organization  from  the  time  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  also  belonged  to  the  Hard 
Shell  Baptist  Church.  He  was  followed  to  his 
long  home  by  his  wife  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1874.  Newton  L.  Hamm’s  youth  was  spent  in  at 
tending  the  common  schools  of  Tennessee,  and  in 
assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  In  1855  he 
moved  to  Arkansas,  and  was  married  here  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1863,  to  Miss  Nettie  Frizzell,  she 
having  been  born  in  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jason  and  Mahala  Frizzell,  and  ten 
children  have  blessed  their  union,  nine  of  whom, 
still  living,  reside  at  home  with  their  parents:  | 
Carrol,  William,  Asa,  Emmer,  Joseph,  Jason, 
Philip,  Newton,  Leroy  and  Adah  E.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Hind- 
man, and  was  at  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove.  He 
was  discharged  at  the  surrender  of  Jacksonport. 
Like  his  father  he  is  a Mason,  and  he  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  his  wife  being  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

F.  jM.  Hanley,  attorney,  Melbourne,  Ark. 
Prominent  among  the  comparatively  young  men  of 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  whose  career  thus  far  has 


been  both  honorable  and  successful,  is  the  subject 
of  this  present  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Graves 
County,  Ky.,  in  1845,  and  his  parents,  F.  M.  and 
Elizabeth  (Mobley)  Hanley,  were  also  natives  of 
the  Blue  Grass  State.  The  parents  were  married 
about  1828,  and  the  father  was  a successful  agri- 
culturist in  his  native  State.  He  died  in  1845,  and 
the  mother  died  in  1854.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  Demo- 
cratic in  his  views.  Their  family  consisted  of  five 
children,  three  now  living:  James  E.  (resides  in 

Kentucky,  and  follows  farming),  Mary  E.  (wife  of 
Joseph  G.  Henry,  and  resides  in  Kentucky),  and 
F.  M.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in  Tip- 
perary, Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  quite 
a young  man.  The  paternal  grandmother  was  also 
a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were 
married  there  before  coming  to  America.  F.  1\L 
Hanley  was  left  an  orphan  when  quite  young,  and, 
at  the  age  of  nine  years,  he  was  taken  to  Todd 
County,  Ky. , and  bound  out  to  Johnston  Carr. 
He  w'as  reared  on  a farm,  attending  the  siibscrip- 
tion  schools  of  his  county  until  his  fifteenth  year, 
after  which  he  entered  the  St.  Joseph  College,  at 
Bardstown,  and  there  remained  two  years.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army.  Company  D,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry 
Regiment,  and  served  until  the  7th  of  May,  1865, 
participating  in  the  following  battles:  Fort  Don- 

elson,  Hartsvilie,  Murfreesboro.  Jackson.  Chicka- 
mauga  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  was  in  all  the 
battles  from  Resaca  to  Jonesboro,  where  he  was. 
captured,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1864,  but  was 
retained  only  a short  time.  Previous  to  this  he  was 
captured  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  w-as  retained  by 
the  United  States  forces  from  February  to  Septem- 
ber, 1862.  After  being  exchanged  the  last  time 
his  command  w’as  mounted.  Upon  coming  home 
he  attended  school  at  Spring  Grove  Academy. 
Todd  County,  Ky. , and  subsequently  spent  three 
years  '‘teaching  the  young  idea’’  and  in  studying 
law,  under  Williams.  Turner  & Williams.  Ho  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  at  Mayfield,  Ky. , in  1869,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that 
place.  In  1873  he  came  to  Phillips  County,  Ark.. 
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but,  on  account  of  poor  health,  only  remained  a 
short  time  there,  and  came  to  Izard  County  in 

1874.  He  located  in  La  Crosse,  and  there  remained 
until  the  county  seat  was  located  at  Melbourne,  in 

1875,  when  he  moved  here.  He  has  since  prac- 
ticed his  profession  at  this  place,  and  has  met 
with  flattering  success.  He  was  married,  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  1866,  to  Mrs.  Millie  Dallam,  nee  Overley, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children;  Lena 
(wife  of  T.  P.  Powett,  of  Melbourne),  Moss  (wife 
of  E.  C.  Parsons),  and  Gussie  (at  home).  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Hanley  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  lodge.  Mrs.  Hanley  is  a member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church. 

Judge  Henry  H.  Harris,  Melbourne,  Ark.  There 
is  one  man  within  the  limits  of  this  county  whose 
name,  it  might  be  said,  is  a household  word  with  the 
people  in  the  vicinity,  for  his  long  residence  here  and 
his  intimate  association  with  its  various  material 
and  official  affairs,  have  gained  for  him  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance.  Such  a man  is  Henry  H.  Har- 
ris, judge  of  the  county  court  of  Izard  County.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Independence  County,  Ark., 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  iSth  of  January, 
1826,  and  is  the  son  of  James  A.  Hands,  a native  of 
Georgia,  who  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1820,  and  was 
there  married,  in  1822,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Finley, 
also  a native  of  Georgia.  They  first  moved  to 
Lawrence  County,  but  a shoi-t  time  afterward  went 
to  Independence  County  and  located  east  of  Bates- 
ville,  where  they  were  the  neighbors  of  John  Miller, 
Sr.  To  their  union  were  born  tw'o  children,  the 
Judge  being  the  only  one  living.  Mrs.  Harris  died 
in  1827,  and  Mr.  Harris  took  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Ester  Ruddle,  of  Arkansas,  in  1828.  One  child 
(deceased)  was  the  result  of  this  union.  Mrs. 
Harris  died  in  1830,  and  Mr.  Harris  ivas  again 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Carter,  of  Virginia, 
by  whom  he  had  four  children,  all  deceased  after 
arriving  at  maturity.  The  third  Mrs.  Harris  died 
in  1846,  and  IMr.  Harris’  fourth  marriage  was  to 
Miss  Ellen  Holoman,  who  bore  him  one  child  (de- 
ceased). After  living  in  Independence  County  and 
tilling  the  soil  until  1834,  Mr.  Harris  moved  to 
Izard  County,  and  settled  on  White  River,  in 


Kickapoo  Bottom,  which  is  known  as  Harris  Bot- 
tom, and  now  in  Stone  County.  He  here  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  and  improved  a farm  of  abour 
100  acres  in  the  Bottom.  In  1840  he  was  elected 
sheriff,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years,  and 
at  a time  wnen  it  required  some  little  courage  to 
successfully  fill  that  position,  as  Col.  Lewis  had 
recently  left  with  his  Cherokee  Indijins,  and  every- 
thing was  wild  and  unsettled.  Later  he  was 
elected  county  and  probate  judge,  which  position 
he  filled  in  a.  creditable  manner  for  two  years.  He 
was  very  successful  as  a farmer,  and  })opular  as  an 
officer.  He  had  acquired  considerable  property, 
and  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
! in  1848,  several  negroes,  besides  a good  imp>]-oved 
farm.  Of  all  the  children  born  to  James  A.  Har- 
ris, J udgre  Harris  is  the  oulv  one  now  living.  During 
his  boyhood  days  he  assisted  on  the  farm  and  re 
ceived  his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  county,  but  later  supplemented  this  by  a course 
at  Mount  View,  where  he  paid  50  cents  a week  for 
board.  Though  not  a gradirate  of  any  school,  the 
Judge  is  quite  a scholar,  and  is  held  in  the  high- 
est respect  by  all  for  his  sterling  integrity,  sober, 
sound  judgment,  broad  intelligence  and  liberal 
progressive  ideas.  His  decisions  are  not  made 
without  care  and  painstaking,  and  all  feel  that  he 
can  be  relied  upon.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
ventured  out  in  life  for  himself  and  first  engaged 
in  the  calling  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  but  in 
connection  was  also  a horse  dros’er  and  trader.  He 
was  married  on  the  22d  of  November,  1849,  to 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Dillard,  a native  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion, but  reared  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children,  seven  now  living: 
Virginia  E.  (wife  of  Dr.  D.  T.  Powell,  of  Thayer. 
Mo.),  James  A.,  Arkansas  ( widow  of  A.  J.  Rainey, 
of  Powhatan),  George  D.,  Henry  H.  Jr.,  Ruth  L. 
(wife  of  S.  R.  Hinkle,  of  IMellmurne),  and  R.  D. 
In  1852  ho  was  elected  county  and  circuit  clerk  of 
Izard  County,  served  for  two  years,  and,  in  1856. 
was  elected  the  second  time  to  the  same  position, 
holding  that  office  until  I860.  He  was  then 
elected  county  and  probate  judge,  served  about  a 
year,  and  then  sent  in  his  resignation  from  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  where  he  had  joined  the  Confederate 
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army,  Company  G,  Eighth  Arkansas  Infantry. 
He  served  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  after  which  he 
came  home  to  remain  there  three  or  four  months. 
After  this  he  went  east  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  a daring  and  fearless  soldier 
and  participated  in  some  of  the  closest  engage- 
ments. He  Was  at  Shiloh,  Perryville,  Murfrees- 
boro, Chickamauga,  also  Franklin,  where  he  was 
wounded  the  second  time,  and  was  from  Dalton, 
Ga.,  to  Jonesboro,  of  the  same  State.  Aside  from 
these  he  was  in  many  minor  entjagrements.  He 
surrendered  at  Meridian,  Miss.,  in  1865,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home,  where  he  continued  farming 
for  some  time.  He  was  then  eniployed  to  carry  the 
mail  and  followed  this  for  seven  years,  after  which 
he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  was  thus 
occupied  from  1871  to  1872,  when  he  moved  to  La 
Crosse,  and  there  continued  the  same  business  for 
two  years.  In  March,  1877,  he  was  again  elected 
clerk  of  this  county  and  served  for  seven  years. 
From  1884  to  1886  he  was  deputy  clerk,  and  in 
the  last  named  year  he  was  elected  county  and  pro- 
bate judge,  being  re-elected  in  1888.  The  Judge 
and  wife  have  reared  a family  of  which  they  may 
well  be  proud,  for  they  are  all  honorable  men  and 
women.  Politically,  the  Judge  is  a very  decided 
Democrat,  and  was  one  among  the  prominent  men 
, of  his  county  that  the  reconstruction  act  did  not 
leave  out  in  the  cold.  He  was  then,  as  he  is  now, 
among  the  most  prominent  men,  and  is  desirous 
of  the  welfare  of  his  county.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
he  and  wnfe  are  members  of  the  IMethodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South. 

W.  E.  Hill  is  a successful  merchant  and  farmer 
of  Franklin,  Ark.,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  native 
residents  of  the  county,  having  been  born  here  in 
1841.  His  parents,  Thomas  R.  and  Rachel  (Bur- 
lisson)  Hill,  were  born  in  Kentucky  and  Indiana, 
respectively,  and  the  former  came  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas  in  1836,  settling  in  Izard  County.  Here 
he  entered  and  purchased  about  2,000  acres  of 
land,  which  he  owned  and  operated  until  his  death. 
This  country  at  first  was  very  thinly  populated, 
and  Mr.  Hill  was  compelled  to  go  from  ten  to 
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twenty  miles  to  mill.  He  was  married  twice,  and 
of  his  first  family  only  four  children  are  living: 
Mary  A.,  widow  of  Lewis  Williams;  J.  B.,  of  Ful- 
ton County,  La.;  Elizabeth  F.,  wife  of  Samuel 
Vannatta,  and  W.  E.  Two  children  died  in  in- 
fancy and  three  after  reaching  mature  years: 
James  W.,  Thomas  J.,  Erasmus,  Benjamin  and 
Eliza.  Mrs.  Hill,  who  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  1849, 
and  in  1851  Mr.  Hill  married  Mrs.  Eliza  (Colwell)  | 
Orr,  widow  of  Dr.  Orr.  This  wife  was  a Baptist, 
but  he,  like  his  first  wife,  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Hill  died  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  his  wife’s 
death  occurring  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-four 
years.  W.  E.  Hill  has  been  familiar  with  farm-  i 
ing  from  his  earliest  youth  and  secured  a good  ' 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began 
farming  for  himself,  but  continued  to  make  his 
home  with  his  father  until  twenty -six.  When  the  ! 
Civil  War  began  he  espoused  the  Confederate 
cause  and  joined  C.  A.  Shaler's  battalion,  but  only 
served  a short  time  when  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  sickness.  After  remaining  at  home 

i 

one  year  he  again  joined  the  army  and  served  un-  | 
der  Capt.  Wolf  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  a 
participant  in  all  the  fights  with  Gen.  Price  in  | 
Missouri.  He  surrendered  at  Jacksonport,  Ark., 
June  5,  1865,  and  returned  Lome  and  began  farm- 
ing on  his  father’s  land.  In  connection  with  him  | 
he  built  a mill,  which  he  operated  six  years,  and 
during  this  time  his  father  gave  him  his  present  | 
home  farm,  which  consists  of  274  acres.  There 
were  ten  acres  cleared,  but  it  was  in  a worse  condi- 
tion than  if  it  had  not  been  touched.  He  now  has 
175  acres  improved,  and  on  it  is  erected  one  of  the 
finest  farm  houses  in  Northern  Arkansas.  His 
barns  are  also  very  commodious  and  will  accom- 
modate forty  or  fifty  head  of  horses.  He  has  forty 
acres  of  improved  laud  in  Jefferson  Township,  be- 
sides his  home  place  and  155  acres  of  unim[)roved 
land.  His  wife  owns  fifty-live  acres  of  her  father's 
old  homestead,  a portion  of  which  is  improved. 

In  1867  Mr.  Hill  married  51iss  5Iargaret  J.  Bill 
iugsley,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Billingsley,  one  of  j 
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the  old  settlers  of  Izard  County,  and  the  follow- 
ing are  their  family;  Elizabeth  A.,  W,  E.,  Jr., 
Thomas  R.,  Samuel  B. , James  IVI. , John  4V. 
Joseph  E.  and  Stella  "i^'.  Mr.  Hill  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  he  belongs  to  the  A,  F.  & A.  M. , and  is  a 
Democrat  politically.  He  is  associated  with  Mr. 
Billingsley  in  the  mercantile  business  at  F ranklin, 
and  they  do  an  annual  business  of  about  §18,000. 

Robert  H.  Holland  has  been  familiar  with  the 
intricacies  of  farm  work  from  his  youth  up,  but 
since  the  year  1871  has  been  engaged  in  business 
for  himself,  and  by  unremitting  toil  and  judicious 
management  he  has  become  the  owner  of  320  acres 
of  land  situated  on  Rocky  Bayou,  about  fifty  acres 
being  under  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the  wide- 
awake agriculturists  of  the  county,  and  he  and  his 
worthy  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1883,  and  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  J.  Kerwin,  are  noted  for 
their  hospitality  and  liberality.  His  native  birth- 
place was  Independence  County,  Ark.,  where  he 
first  saw  the  light  of  day,  in  1850.  He  is  a patron 
of  all  enterprises  of  a worthy  character,  and  has 
shown  his  approval  of  secret  organizations  by  be- 
coming a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  married, 
in  1885,  Miss  Mary  Jane  Taylor.  He  is  a son  of 
William  Holland,  who  w'as  born  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  in  1819,  and  was  reared  to  a farm  life, 
removing  with  his  mother  to  Illinois,  during  the 
early  settlement  of  that  State,  and  coming  with  her 
to  Arkansas,  in  1829,  her  death  occurring  in  In- 
dependence County,  Ark.,  when  she  was  about 
ninety  years  of  age.  His  father  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  William  Holland  received  a 
limited  education  in  his  youth,  and  when  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  began  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself.  He  was  married,  in  Independence  Coun- 
ty, to  a Miss  Henderson,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren, James  W.  and  Reuben  L.,  and  after  her 
death  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Martha  J. 
Dickson,  of  the  same  county.  Six  children  are  the 
re,sult  of  this  union:  Benjamin  F.,  Robert  H.  (our 
subject),  Mai’y  J.,  William  M. , John  and  Sarah 
E.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Inde- 
pendence County,  in  18b().  she  having  been  an  act-  ' 
ive  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for 


many  years.  Catherine  Fulks  became  his  wife  in 
1807,  and  by  him  the  mother  of  these  chiMren; 
Charles  C. , IMartha  J.,  Nancy  A..  Joseph  S.  and 
Margaret.  This  wife’s  demise  occurred  in  1882, 
and  he  is  now  living  with  his  fourth  wife,  who  was 
formerly  Mrs.  .Jane  Fullbright,  of  Izard  Countv. 
He  served  in  the  ^lexicau  War,  and  he  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Prof.  I.  K.  Hooper.  The  education  of  the  youth 
of  our  country  l^eing  a matter  of  great  importance, 
it  is  just  and  ^^roper  to  make  honorable  mention  of 
Prof.  Hooper,  for  he  is  one  of  the  able  educators  of 
the  coi;nty.  He  was  born  in  Hall  County,  Ga.,  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1854,  and  is  one  of  seven 
surviving  members  of  a family  of  nine  children 
born  to  Edward  and  Eveline  Hooper,  the  former’s 
birth  occurring  in  South  Carolina,  in  1799.  The 
father  was  married  three  times;  first,  to  Anna 
Bowen,  who  died  after  having  borne  three  sons 
and  four  daughters;  next,  to  Mary  Steppe,  a native 
of  Georgia,  who  bore  him  two  sons  and  three 
daughters;  and  then  to  Eveline  Owen,  who  was 
also  a native  of  Georgia.  This  last  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  seven  of  the  children  being  still  alive. 
The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  owned 
500  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  De- 
cember, 1880.  He  and  wife  were  in  communion 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  she  being  now  a resident 
of  Georgia,  making  her  home  with  her  daughter. 

' Prof.  I.  K.  Hooper  received  his  education  at  La 
Crosse  Collegiate  Institute,  of  Izard  County,  and 
at  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  in  the  Industrial  University, 
and  while  at  school  was  a bright  and  industrious 
student.  On  the  25th  of  October,  1882,  after  his 
return  home  from  the  University,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  T.  Bishop,  a native  of  Arkansas,  and 
a daughter  of  William  and  India  Bishop,  who  were 
Tennesseeans.  Prof.  Hooper  and  wife  have  an  in- 
teresting little  family  of  three  children:  Edward 
C. . Lillian  G.  and  Cyril  L.  Prof.  Hooper  has  al 
ways  been  a patron  of  education,  and  has  been 
successful!  V engaged  in  teaching  school  for  some 
time,  and  his  labors  in  this  direction  have  won 
golden  opinions  for  himself.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  for  about  three  months,  and 
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in  his  religious  views  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  His  wife  is  conuected  with  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church. 

P.  M.  Jeffery  was  bom  in  Izard  County,  Ark.,  ' 
June  14,  1837,  and  is  a sou  of  Daniel  Jeffery,  who  , 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, moving  to  Arkansas  in  the  year  1810,  and  | 
took  up  his  abode  in  Izard  Coimty,  where  he  was  ; 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Bowcock,  a native  Virgin- 
ian, their  union  taking  place  in  1824.  The  result 
of  their  marriage  was  the  birth  of  eleven  children, 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  only  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  P.  M.  Jeffery,  our  subject.  The 
father  was  an  active  politician,  and  besides  hold- 
ing the  offices  of  sheriff  and  county  judge,  one 
term  each,  he  was  elected  to  represent  this  county 
in  the  State  legislature  in  1846,  and  discharged  ; 
the  duties  of  this  position  with  honor  to  himself 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
was  also  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township  one 
term.  He  and  wife  were  active  workers  in  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  at  the  time  of 
their  respective  deaths  in  September,  1862,  and 
February’  22,  1863,  and  left  a tine  property  to  be 
divided  among  their  children,  consisting  of  320 
acres  of  fertile  land.  P.  M.  Jeffery,  the  immedi- 
ate subject  of  this  sketch,  has  spent  his  life  in  his 
native  county,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  near  Melbourne.  From  earliest  youth  he 
has  been  familiar  with  farm  work,  and  of  his  200 
acres  of  laud,  fifty  are  under  cultivation.  In  con- 
nection with  this  he  is  engaged  in  preaching  the 
gospel,  being  a minister  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church,  his  wife  and  all  his  children 
being  also  members  of  that  church.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  he  enlisted  under  W.  J.  Hardy,  for  a 
war  experience,  his  first  hard  fight  being  at  Shiloh, 
he  being  wounded  in  the  head  in  this  engagement 
by  a fragment  of  shell.  He  received  his  discharge 
at  Jacksonport.  On  the  30th  of  April,  1865,  he 
wedded  Miss  Dorinda  Arnold,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Annie  Arnold,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
seven  children,  six  sous  and  one  daughter:  James 
E.,  Albert  S.,  Willie  M. , Philip  A.,  Daniel  P. , 
Henry  K.  and  Annie  M. 

P.  H.  Jeffery,  farmer.  Mount  Olive,  Ark.  Mr. 


Jeffery  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  families  of  Arkansas,  and  was  born 
in  Izard  County  in  1851.  His  parents,  Miles  and 
Sarah  (Williams)  Jeffery,  were  natives  of  Missouri 
and  Arkansas,  respectively,  the  former  having 
been  born  in  Missouri,  while  on  the  way  to  Arkan- 
sas, in  1818.  His  father,  Jeohiada  Jeffery,  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1818,  settling  on  White  River,  near 
Mount  Olive,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers 
of  the  county.  He  purchased  a little,  claim.,  im 
proved  it,  and  accumulated  considerable  property 
previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  - sometime 
in  the  50’ s.  His  wife  was  originally  Miss  Polly 
Wair,  and  they  reared  a large  family  of  honorable 
men  and  women,  w'ho  are  scattered  tbi'oughout 
Izard  County.  Jeohiada  Jeffery  was  one  of  the 
first  justices  of  the  peace  of  his  county  after  the 
State  was  admitted.  He  was  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  under  Gen. 
Jackson.  Miles  Jeffery  was  reared  to  farm  labor, 
and  was  not  an  educated  man,  although  he  had 
better  advantages  than  most  boys  at  that  day.  He 
was  married,  about  1836,  to  Miss  Williams,  and  to 
them  were  born  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  lived 
to  be  grown,  and  eight  are  now  living:  Ambrose, 
Asa,  Robert  E.,  Attie,  Mary,  P.  H. , Finis  E.  and 
R.  J. , all  of  whom  live  in  this.  Independence  and 
Stone  Counties.  Miles  Jeffery  represented  Izard 
County  in  the  legislature  two  terms  before  the  war. 
in  1856  and  1858,  and  also  filled  the  position  of 
sheriff  in  1844.  He  was  a strong  Democrat,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  w’as  a member 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
an  honest,  upright  citizen,  having  a host  of  friends. 
Ho  died  in  1868.  The  mother  died  in  1876,  at 
about  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  She  was  an  ex- 
cellent woman,  firm  and  decided  in  her  views. 
P.  H.  Jeffery,  like  his  father,  was  reared  and  edu 
cated  in  this  county,  although  his  education  was 
rather  neglected,  on  account  of  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  war.  When  eighteen  years  of  age.  he 
started  out  on  his  own  responsibility,  rented  land, 
and  tilled  the  soil  for  three  years.  Ho  then  pur 
chased  a farm  of  345  acres,  with  twenty-five  under 
cultivation,  and  still  owns  this  tract  of  land.  He 
now  has  about  fifty  acres  cultivated,  and  is  deeply 
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interested  in  stock  raising.  His  land  is  on  White 
River,  and  is  excellent  for  stock  raising.  By  his 
marriage,  which  was  consummated  in  1876,  to 
Miss  Carrie  E.  Perrin,  he  became  the  father  of  five 
children:  Henry  E.,  Frank  P. , Charles  E.,  Rich- 
I ard  R.  and  Sallie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffery  are  both 
j members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 

I and  he  is  Democratic  in  his  political  views. 

I John  W.  Jones,  M.  D..  is  one  of  the  oldest 
j and  best  known  physicians  in  Izard  County,  Ark., 
j and  was  born  in  Giles  County,  Tenu. , on  the  l.st 
1 of  March,  1832.  He  inherits  Welsh  blood  from 
I his  paternal  ancestors,  his  grandfather,  A\'iley,  and 
j his  great  grandfather,  John  Jones,  having  been 
born  in  that  country.  They  came  to  America  a 
short  time  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  Y’ar,  and 
John  took  an  active  part  in  that  struggle,  taking 
sides  with  the  colonists  in  their  struggle  for  liberty, 
serving  throughout  the  entire  war  as  a private. 
He  afterward  settled  in  Virginia,  near  the  North 
Carolina  line,  but  after  these  two  States  were 
j divided  his  home  was  found  to  be  on  the  North 
I Carolina  side,  and  in  this  State  he  died  near  Char- 
i lotte  in  1807.  Wiley  Jones  and  his  wife,  who  was 
I also  born  in  Wales,  removed  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
, nessee  at  a very  early  day,  and  there  he  reared  his 
i family  and  engaged  in  farming,  being  the  owner 
' of  a large  amount  of  property,  l^oth  personal  and 
1 real.  He  died  in  1827.  His  son  Cebern  was  born 

I 

in  North  Carolina,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the 
boot  and  shoe  maker’s  trade,  which  business  he 
conducted  in  Nashville  from  1863  to  1871,  his 
death  occurring  in  the  latter  year.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1827,  to  Miss  Selina  W.  Mealor,  and  their 
marriage  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
John  W.  and  William  being  the  only  ones  now 
living,  the  latter  a farmer  of  Greene  County,  Mo. 
The  mother’s  death  occurred  in  1837,  and  Mr. 
Jones  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Sarah  Stephens, 
their  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  foirr  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Mary  A.,  the  widow  of  James 
Cash;  Sarah  A.,  Christina,  George  AV.,  Thomas 
N.,  Newton  J.  and  Louis  E.  Mr.  Jones  and  this 
wife  were  divorced,  and  he  espoused  his  third  wife 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  was  a member  of  the  Old 
School  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his  political 


views  was  a AVhig.  His  son.  Dr.  John  W.  Jones, 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  but  lived  in  the  villages  of 
Louisburg  and  Connersville:  receiving  his  early 
scholastic  advantages  in  the  schools  of  those 
places  and  Jackson  College,  at  Columbia,  Tenn., 
which  institution  he  entered  when  seventeen  years 
of  age,  remaining  one  term.  Upon  leaving  school 
! he  learned  the  harness  maker’s  and  saddler's 
^ trade,  but  after  folknving  this  occupation  two  years 
I he  came  to  Arkansas  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Inde- 
' pendence  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teach - 
I ing  school,  following  this  occupation  in  Polk  Bayou, 
and  afterward  in  Searcy  County.  During  his  days 
of  pedagoguing  his  leisure  moments  were  devoted 
to  the  study  of  medicine  with  the  view  to  making 
it  his  calling  through  life,  and  in  I860  he  entered 
, upon  his  practice  continuing  until  the  opening  of 
the  rebellion,  when  he  joined  the  Confederate 
forces  as  a private,  and  after  serving  one  month 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  surgeon 
and  filled  the  position  three  years.  He  took  part 
in  a number  of  battles.  Pea  Ridge,  luka  and  Cor- 
inth being  among  the  number.  He  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Port  Hudson,  but  after  being  kept  in  cap- 
tivity for  six  days  he  was  paroled  and  retiumed  to 
Searcy  County,  Ark.,  where  he  again  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1865  he  located  at 
Evening  Shade,  and  after  teaching  school  for 
twenty  months  he  again  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  medicine,  being  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Hill, 
but  this  connection  only  continued  a short  time. 
He  moved  to  near  La  Crosse  in  1868,  but  in  1873 
he  came  to  Izard  County  and  settled  on  the  old 
Langston  place,  where  he  remained  seven  years. 
He  purchased  his  present  property  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  and  by  adding  forty  acres  now  has  a 
farm  comprising  100  acres,  with  about  twenty  acres 
under  cultivation.  Prior  to  the  war,  in  1861,  he 
attended  the  iMedical  College,  of  St.  Louis,  5Io. . 
but  owing  to  some  disagreement  between  Prof. 
McDowell  and  some  of  his  German  and  Irish 
students  the  institution  was  closed.  Dr.  Jones 
is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  cc  A.  M. , the  I.  O.  O.  F. , 
and  in  his  political  views  is  a Democrat.  He  was 
married  in  October,  1866,  to  Miss  Martha  H.  Tay- 
lor, of  Izard  County,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of 
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ten  children:  Mary  F. , wife  of  Robert  Guest; 

' John  VV. , Cebern  S.,  Jame.sT..  Margaret  J. . Sam- 

! uel  T.,  Wiley  N.,  ^fartha  C.,  Nancy  A.  and 

! George  R.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a member  of  the  Cnm- 

I berland  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  Jones  is  a 

] physician  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  an  excellent 
I proof  of  his  ability  is  shown  in  the  extended  terri- 
I tory  over  which  he  goes  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
j of  the  sick. 

I Prof.  IMichael  Shelby  Kennard  is  principal  of 
I the  Collegiate  Institute  at  La  Crosse,  Ark.,  an  in- 
1 stitution  established  bv  him  in  1808,  which  has  be 

I 

i come  noted  as  an  excellent  business  training  school, 
and  is  largely  patronized  by  the  best  youth  of  which 
the  State  of  Arkansas  can  boast.  Prof.  Kennard 
was  born  in  Sumter  County,  Ala.,  in  1833.  and 
is  the  son  of  George  W.  Kennard,  who  was  born 
in  Williamson  County,  Term.,  in  1801,  which 
State  he  made  his  home  until  1821.  at  which  time 
he  emigrated  to  Alabama.  Fp  to  this  date,  owing 
to  his  services  being  required  on  his  father’s  farm, 
he  had  received  a limited  education,  but  in  1843  he 
began  studying  for  the  Baptist  ministry  in  his  adopt- 
ed State,  was  ordained  in  1847,  and  in  1852  emi- 
grated to  Arkansas,  and  located  in  Batesville.  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  May,  1864.  He  was  an  earnest  and 
faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  his  influence 
in  the  Baptist  denomination  was  widely  felt.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  for  some  thirty- 
five  years.  He  was  married  in  Perry  County,  Ala.  ^ 
in  1828,  to  Eliza  Hopson,  a daughter  of  Bluford 
and  Nancy  Hopson,  whose  death  occurred  in  Bates- 
ville, Ark.,  in  i860.  They  had  twm  children; 
Octavia  C.  and  Michael  S.  The  latter,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  had  the  best  advantages  in  obtaining 
an  education  that  his  native  State  afforded.  He 
graduated  with  honor  at  the  Fniversity  of  Alabama, 
in  1852,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  some  years 
after  received  from  that  institution  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  In  September,  1852,  he  was  married,  in 
Sumner  County,  Tenn.,  to  Mary  E.  Saunders, 
daughter  of  Joseph  P.  and  Ellen  D.  Saunders,  of 
that  countv.  In  1852-53  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing  in  Louisiana  and  Mi'-^sissippi.  part  of  the  time 
as  private  tutor  in  the  family  of  Gen.  5Iinor.  of 


Natchez,  Miss.  In  1854  he  removed  from  Missis- 
sippi to  Arkansas  and  settled  at  Batesville,  where 
he  spent  two  years  in  teaching,  in  the  meantime 
pursuing  the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1856,  but  soon  abandoned  the  law  to 
engage  in  the  newspaper  business.  From  1857  to 
1861  he  w'as  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Balance,  a newspaper  puWished  at  Bates- 
ville. When  the  war  broke  out  he  joined  Sweet's 
Cavalry  regiment,  and  served  as  adjutant,  with  the 
rank  of  major,  and  participated  in  many  skirmishes, 
until  January,  1863,  when  he  was  severely  wound- 
ed in  the  head  by  a fragment  of  a shell,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Arkansas  Post,  and  was  made  a prisoner  of 
war.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  determined  to  de- 
vote the  remainder  of  his  life  to  teaching,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  that  profession  again,  at 
Batesville,  but  in  1868  he  moved  to  La  Crosse, 
where,  as  stated  above,  he  established  the  Colle- 
giate Institute.  He  has  been  principal  of  the  same 
since  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  five  years, 
spent  in  Bradley  County,  Ark.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  order  he  has 
advanced  to  the  Council,  and  has  filled  the  offices 
of  Worshipful  Master  and  High  Priest  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter.  In  earlier  davs  he  w'as  a follower 
of  the  Whig  party,  but  since  the  disruption  of  that 
party  has  been  a stanch  Democrat.  His  children 
are  as  follows;  Mary  E.,  wufe  of  T.  B.  Childress, 
of  La  Crosse,  Ark.  ; George  S.,  who  was  first  mar- 
ried to  IMiss  Maud  Cunningham,  a daughter  of 
Hon.  J.  F.  Cunningham,  but  after  her  death,  in 
1884,  he  married  Miss  Annie  Collins,  of  Van 
Buren,  Ark. ; he  is  a graduate  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  at  Louisville,  Ky. , 
and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Ben- 
tonville;  John  F.,  who  married  IMiss  Mary  Wat- 
kins, a daughter  of  Dr.  O.  T.  Watkins,  is  en<ras:ed 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark. : 
Ralph  E.,  who  married  Miss  Henry  Lee  Powell,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  R.  H.  Powell,  of  the  Fourteenth 
j,udicial  district,  is  a druggist  at  La  Crosse;  Joseph 
A.  man-ied  Aliss  Carrie  W.  Hunt,  a daughter  of 
Dr.  O.  T.  Hunt,  of  La  Crosse,  and  Edward  L.. 
Ruth  and  Robert  S.  are  still  unmarried. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Kerr,  physician  and  surgeon.  New 
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burg,  Ark.  Among  the  younger  member.s  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Izard  County,  Ark.,  is  he 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  already  well  estab- 
lished as  a physician  and  surgeon  of  merit  and 
true  worth,  and  regarded  with  favor  by  those  older 
in  years  and  experience.  He  is  a native  of  this 
State  and  county,  and  is  one  of  nine  children, 
seven  now  living,  born  to  John  and  Ann  (Mennoxj 
Kerr.  The  children  are  named  as  follows:  G.  AV., 
resides  in  Izard  County ; J.  A..  Airs.  Alary  J.  Hays, 
of  this  county;  Airs.  Indiana  Evans,  of  this  county; 
John  AI. , of  this  county;  T.  J.,  resides  in  New- 
burg;  Airs.  Alaggie  Stroud,  wife  of  D.  J.  Stroud, 
of  this  county;  Benjamin  F.,  died  in  ISbO  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years,  and  one  that  died  when  quite 
young.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
the  father  came  to  America  about  1843.  He  landed 
in  New  York,  but  immediately  made  his  way  to 
Nashville,  Tenn. . where  he  remained  for  seventeen 
years,  and  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  carpenter’s 
trade  exclusively.  He  was  there  married  to  Aliss 
Alennox,  wlio  came  over  from  Ireland  when  he  did, 
and  who  settled  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Both  he  and 
wife  were  orphans,  and  came  over  from  the  old 
country  with  an  old  man  and  his  family.  In  1860 
they  settled  at  Batesville,  Independence  County, 
remained  there  for  some  time,  the  father  engaging 
in  the  carpenter  business,  and  then  moved  to  Izard 
County,  where  he  still  continued  his  trade  up  to 
1870,  after  which  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business.  In  1884  he  retired  to  private  life  on  his 
farm,  and  there  received  his  final  summons,  in 
1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty- six  years.  Airs.  Kerr  still 
survives  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Air. 
Kerr  was  a member  of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  still  a member.  Dr.  J.  A. 
Kerr  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  h is  county  until  1880,  when  he  entered  the 
Aledical  College  at  Louisville,  and  attended  regu- 
larly until  1882,  when  he  graduated.  He  then 
returned  immediately  to  Izard  County  and  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  this  place, 
and  his  reputation  as  a physician  and  surgeon,  as 
well  as  in  private  life,  is  an  enviable  one.  The 
Doctor  is  yet  a young  man,  as  his  birth  occurred 
eo 


in  1857,  and  he  was  married  in  1882  to  Aliss  Emma 
AVood,  of  this  county.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  four  children,  three  now  living:  Clarence 
E.  (deceased),  Neely  T.,  Oscar  and  Roscoe  (twins). 
Airs.  Kerr  was  born  in  1863,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  AVilliam  and  Sarah  (Benbrock)  AVood,  natives 
of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  Izard  County  at  an 
early  day.  AA’hen  Dr.  Kerr  first  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  his  financial  resources  were 
rather  limited,  a horse,  saddle  and  bridle,  and  a 
pair  of  pill  bags,  filled,  completed  his  outfit.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  some  500  acres  of  land,  with 
about  135  acres  under  cultivation,  and  is  also  the 
owner  of  j)roperty  in  New’burg,  consisting  of  house, 
store  house,  office,  vacant  lots,  and,  besides,  plenty 
of  personal  property.  He  is  building  on  his  farm 
a fine  residence,  and  already  has  a good  barn 
and  out  buildings.  The  Doctor  has  made  all  this 
within  the  last  ten  years,  and  by  energy  and  perse 
verance.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
politically  he  is  Democratic.  Airs.  Kerr  is  a mem 
! ber  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Rev.  H.  T.  King,  minister,  Alelbourne,  Ark. 
j This  much  revered  and  esteemed  gentleman  is  only 
' one  of  the  many  citizens  of  Izard  County,  who  owe 
j their  nativity  to  Tennessee,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  John  A.  King, 
a native  of  A’^irginia,  who.  when  a voung  man,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Dedama  Sutton,  also  a 
native  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  parents  moved 
to  Tennessee  at  an  early  day,  and  here  the  father 
purchased  land,  which  he  tilled  until  1856,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Crittenden  County,  Ky.  He 
remained  in  that  State  for  four  years,  and  then 
settled  in  Randolph  County,  Ark.,  but,  not  being 
particularly  satisfied,  he  moved  from  there  to  Clay 
County,  111.,  thence  to  Jetferson  County,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Airs.  King  still  sirrvives  and  resides  in  Baxter 
County,  this  State.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  a pleasant,  agreeable  wo 
man.  They  were  the  parents  of  ele\en  children, 
four  now  living:  Nancy  J.,  widow  of  John  AA'elch. 
is  now  living  in  Fulton  County,  Ark.;  Sarah  A., 
wife  of  G.  AA’.  Selph,  rt'siiles  in  Baxti'r  County; 
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Rebecca  M. , wife  of  G.  W.  Lundy,  resides  in  Bax- 
ter County,  and  Rev.  H.  T.  The  father  of  these  ' 
children  was  fairly  educated,  and  during  his  life- 
time had  accumulated  considerable  property,  the 
principal  part  of  which  was  lost  during  the  late  | 
unpleasantness  between  the  North  and  South,  j 
Rev.  H.  T.  King  acquired  but  a limited  educa- 
tion, as  during  his  boyhood  days  he  only  attended 
one  month  at  school,  and  this  was  all  the  education 
he  received  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  at- 
tended school  two  terms.  He  is  quite  studious, 
and  applies  himself  to  his  books  at  home,  and  is 
now  probably  better  informed  than  many  who  have 
had  every  advantage.  He  expects  to  attend  school 
during  the  fall  and  wunter  of  this  year  (1SS9),  and 
is  now  studying  law'  with  a view  to  making  it  his 
profession.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Mr. 
King  commenced  life  for  himself,  and  at  that  age 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  E.  E.  Taylor,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  live  now  living:  W.  C., 
R.  J. , Auscar  and  Oscar  (twins),  and  Mary  L. 
Sirs.  King  died  in  1884,  a devout  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  King  took  for  his  second 
wife  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Harlin  (Conklin),  a widow. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  eight  sons  now  living:  James  P., 

W.  T.,  J.  H.,  Joe  E. , L.  D.,  C.  C.,  J.  C.  and  Frank 
H.  Mr.  King  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1876,  settling 
in  Baxter  County,  and  there  remained  until  1887, 
when  he  moved  to  this  place.  He  had  very  little 
means  when  first  coming  to  this  county,  but  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  a fine  residence  with  some  three 
or  four  acres  of  land  worth  about  $1,000  or  .$1,200. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  R.  A. 
M. , and  is  also  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  is  a minister  in 
the  Christian  Church,  and  w'as  ordained  in  1881. 

K.  J.  Lacy,  blacksmith  and  farmer,  Newburg, 
Ark.,  came  originally  from  Tennessee,  his  birth 
occurring  in  1830.  Mr.  Lacy  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a farmer,  and  none  the  less  is  his 
reputation  established  as  a first-class  blacksmith. 
His  father,  Robert  Lacy,  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  born  in  1793,  and  came  to  Tennessee 


about  1813  or  1814,  where  he  w'as  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Annie  Miller,  in  about  1816.  He 
was  a farmer  Ijy  pursuit,  and  w'as  also  a minister 
in  the  Methodist  Church.  After  remaining  in  Ten- 
nessee until  1861,  he  settled  on  White  River,  in 
this  county,  but  after  a residence  there  of  only 
one  year,  moved  to  Knob  Creek,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm.  There  he  closed  his  eyes  to  the 
scenes  of  the  world  in  1870.  He  still  continued  to 
preach  after  coming  to  this  State,  and  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  American  Tract  Society  for  a num- 
ber of  years  previous  to  his  death.  He  w'as  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  His  wife  was  a native  of 
Georgia,  and  died  in  1870  at  the  age  of  seventy - 
three  years.  She  w'as  also  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children-.  W.  Me.,  Mrs.  Mary  A., 
wife  of  George  Bussey;  Mrs.  L.  J. , widow  of 
John  Bussey;  Kibble  J.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
and  James  W.  The  paternal  grandparents  w'ere 
from  Ireland  and  England,  respectively.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  a German  by  birth,  and 
came  to  this  country  when  a boy.  He  served 
during  the  greater  portion  of  the  War  for  Inde- 
pendence. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  K.  J. 
Lacy  began  learning  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  at 
that  age  he  commenced  life  for  himself,  doing 
journeyman’s  work  in  Tennessee  for  fifteen  years. 
In  1860  he  came  to  Arkansas,  and  took  charge  of 
Col.  Black’s  farm  on  White  River,  w'here  he  was 
overseer  of  the  negroes  for  one  year.  He  then 
went  to  Lunenburg,  opened  a shop,  and  con- 
tinued there  until  1870.  He  joined  the  army  in 
1862,  but  was  diischarged  on  account  of  disability. 
He  was  conscripted  two  or  three  times  afterward, 
but  succeeded  in  being  released,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  one  time  by  the  United  States  soldiers, 
but  was  soon  released  by  the  Confederates.  In 
1870  he  rented  a farm  from  Dr.  Watson  on  White 
River,  and  remained  there  for  ten  years,  when  he 
bought  a farm  on  Knob  Creek.  At  the  end  of  four 
years  he  sold  out,  purchased  another  farm,  im- 
proved the  same,  and  built  good  houses,  barns,  etc. 
He  made  two  trades  afterward,  one  for  the  farm 
on  which  Judge  Grimmett  now  lives,  and  the  other 
for  his  present  property.  This  farm  consists  of  100 
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acres  with  thirty-five  under  cultivation,  with  fair 
houses,  etc.  Mr.  Lacy  has  been  twice  married; 
first,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1853,  to  iNIiss  Mary 
E.  Hairendon,  and  four  children  were  the  result, 
three  now  living:  William  H.,  lives  in  this  county; 
Robert  F.,  James  M.,  and  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Ole 
Brown,  and  lives  in  this  county.'  Mrs.  Lacy  died 
in  1870,  and  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Mr.  Lacy’s 
second  marriage  was  to  INIrs.  Martha  A.  M omack  | 
(Wolds),  and  two  children  have  been  bom  to  them; 
Laura  B.  and  George  T.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lacy  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & 

A.  M. , and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Encampment  of 
that  order.  He  has  filled  the  otSce  of  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  nearly  all 
others  of  this  order,  and  has  held  the  office  of  N. 

G.  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a Democrat. 

R.  L.  Landers,  sheriff,  Melbourne,  Ark.  R. 

L.  Landers,  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn., 
in  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  George  T.  and  Jane 
(Browning)  Landers,  natives,  respectively,  of  North 
and  South  Carolina.  The  parents  came  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1851,  and  settled  in  Izard  County, 
where  they  reared  a family  of  five  children,  four  ; 
now  living:  Robert  L.,  Nanny  J.,  wife  of  Guston 
Rose;  Mary  T. , wife  of  J.  F.  Driskill;  and  G. 

R. , a farmer  of  this  county.  The  father,  George 
T.  Landers,  only  lived  three  years  after  com- 
ing to  Arkansas.  He  was  Democratic  in  his  po- 
litical principles.  When  he  came  to  this  State, 
he  brought  with  him  fourteen  negroes  and  consid- 
erable  money,  and  was  quite  successful,  financially, 
after  coming  here.  The  mother  died  in  1885.  R.  i 
L.  Landers  was  early  taught  the  principles  of  farm  ; 
life,  and  a limited  education  was  obtained  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  Tennessee,  and  Izard 
County,  Ark.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he 
superintended  his  father’s  plantation,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  commenced  life  for  himself. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  E,  j 
Forty-seventh  Arkansas  Infantry,  under  Capt.  I 
Gibson,  and  served  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  : 
until  1864.  Ho  was  sergeant  of  his  regiment  at  ' 
the  time  he  was  discharged.  After  the  war  he  | 


commenced  tilling  the  soil,  which  occupation  he 
followed  until  1869,  when  he  was  elected  sheritf, 
and  held  the  office  until  1875.  He  then  returned 
to  the  farm  and  cultivated  the  soil  until  1881, 
when  he  was  again  elected  sheriff,  and  held  this 
position  for  one  term.  In  1886  he  was  again  chosen 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office,  and  is  the 
present  incumbent.  Mr.  Landers  seems  to  have  a 
peculiar  fitness  for  this  position,  and  his  long  ser  | 
vice  in  this  capacity  has  proven  that  he  is  surely  ■ 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  During  1884  j 
and  1885,  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  By  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  1864,  to  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Shannon,  were  born  the  following  living  chil- 
dren; Mary  E..  wife  of  A.  E.  Feltz;  W.  T.,  G.  R., 
Frances  T.  and  Rosa  L.  Mr.  Landers  is  the 
owner  of  about  500  acres  of  land,  with  140  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  also  has  considerable  town 
property.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  political  views, 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  is  also  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellow  order.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

E.  G.  Landers,  merchant,  Melbourne,  Ark.  In 
publishing  an  account  of  the  industries  and  mer- 
cantile resources  of  the  town  of  Melbourne,  the 
house  of  Mr.  Landers’  must  not  be  forgotten,  as  1 
it  constitutes  a most  important  factor  in  the  com-  j 
mercial  fabric  of  the  town.  Mr.  Landers  was  born 
in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  on  the  7th  of  May,  i 
1846,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Arkansas  in 
1854.  He  attended  the  subscription  schools,  but 
only  received  a limited  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  first 
as  a laborer  in  a gin.  He  then  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade  for  some  time,  and  in  1864  joined  j 
the  Confederate  army,  remaining  in  service  until 
June,  1865,  when  he  surrendered  at  Jacksonport. 
Ark.  He  was  with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  through  j 
Missouri,  in  1864  and  1865,  and  participated  in  ' 
nearly  all  the  battles  fought  on  the  raid.  In  1877  I 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Lunenburg,  under 
the  firm  title  of  Landers  & Bros.,  and  continued  i 
thus  until  1880,  when  his  Imothor  sold  out  and  a | 
new  partner,  S.  R.  Hinkle,  took  his  place.  The 
firm  is  now  Landers  A Co.,  and  do  the  largest  busi- 
ness  in  the  place.  They  carry  a stock  of  goods 
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that  invoices  at  about  S10,000  at  the  least,  enjoying 
an  annual  trade  of  about  $40,000.  IVhen  first 
starting  ont  in  this  business  the  firm  had  a capital 
of  §l,5f0,  Mr.  Landers  putting  in  $750.  Aside 
from  his  flourishing  mercantile  business,  he  owns 
about  400  acres  of  land  and  considerable  town 
property.  His  marriage  was  consummated  in  No- 
vember, 1867,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Hinkle,  and  by 
her  he  became  the  father  of  six  children,  five  now 
living:  Leanora  (wife  of  William  Blair),  Robert 

O.  (deceased),  Maggie,  Effie  G.,  J.  H.  and  Maudie. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Landers,  with  the  two  eldest  chil- 
dren, are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in  politics.  Mrs. 
Landers  is  a member  of  the  lady’s  department  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and, also  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
low’s order.  Mr.  Landers  started  with  very  little 
means,  but  he  is  now  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  of  the  county.  He  is  the  son  of  Roland  and 
Martha  G.  (Landers)  Landers,  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  The  father  was  born  in  1810,  and  died 
in  1878,  and  the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  1813, 
and  she  died  in  Februarv,  1884.  Roland  Landers 
was  coroner  of  Izard  County  for  several  years, 
and  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade,  although  in  his 
latter  years  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He 
accumulated  considerable  property  previous  to  the 
war,  but  was  not  a slave  holder.  By  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  Tennessee,  he  became  the  father 
of  these  children:  Rebecca  J.  (wife  of  W.  Joe 
Arnold,  of  Melbourne),  Sarah  A.  (wife  of  G.  W. 
Gray),  Mary  Frances  (wife  of  G.  W.  Owens),  H. 
B.  (farmer),  Charlotte  T.  (wife  of  T.  H.  Adams), 
E.  G.,  Genora  I),  (wife  of  W.  Z.  Craig),  George 
W.  (of  Batesville),  John  F.  (farmer),  and  Joe  L. 
(farmer). 

Nathan  J.  Langston  is  one  of  the  olde.st  native 
residents  of  Izard  County,  and  when  his  parents, 
Nathan  and  Patty  (Weir)  Langston,  made  their 
first  settlement  in  this  region,  Arkansas  was  a ter- 
ritory. They  came  here  from  their  native  State  of 
North  Carolina  in  1814,  and  Mr.  Langston  and  Col. 
Stewart  erected  the  first  mill  in  the  county,  he  and 
four  brothers  being  the  ones  to  build  it.  They 
carried  the  logs  on  their  shoulders,  and  had  the 
mill  completed  in  six  days,  and  although  it  was  a , 


very  rude  construction,  and  only  ground  about  a 
bushel  of  corn  a day,  yet  it  was  sulficient  to  supply 
the  demand,  as  the  settlers  at  that  day  were  very 
few'.  Nathan  Langston,  Sr.,  was  only  connected 
with  this  mill  for  about  six  mouths,  when  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  at  which  he  was  fairlv 
successful,  and  in  early  days  he  also  carried  the 
mail  for  twelve  years  from  Mount  Olive,  in  Izard 
County,  to  Thomasville,  Mo.,  a distance  of  160 
miles,  there  being  only  four  oflices  on  the  entire 
route.  According  to  Mr.  Langston  the  first  post- 
office  in  this  county  was  at  North  Fork,  which  wnis 
also  the  first  county  seat.  In  1838  it  was  moved 
to  Calico  Rock,  afterward  to  Athens,  at  the  mouth 
of  Piney  Bayou,  next  to  Mount  Olive,  and  thence 
to  Melbourne,  where  it  now  is.  When  Mr.  Lang 
ston  first  came  to  Arkansas  Batesville  consisted  of 
two  pole  cabins,  and  from  Batesville  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  North  Fork  there  were  only  five  families 
living  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  west  side 
w'as  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  w’ho  were  very  nu- 
merous at  that  time.  The  first  year  of  his  location 
Mr.  Langston  had  to  goto  Helena,  Ark.,  for  flour, 
and  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  to  attend  circuit  court. 
He  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
He  was  married  twice,  and  by  his  first  wife  became 
the  father  of  sixteen  children,  and  by  his  last, 
three.  Those  living  are  Absalom,  Thomas  B. 
and  Nathan  J.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
The  latter  was  born  in  the  year  1830,  was  reared 
to  a farm  life,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen 
years  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Adams,  who  died 
in  1856,  leaving  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living:  Alex.,  Mary,  wife  of  Johnson  Holfora,  and 
Matthew  R.  Mr.  Langston  married  his  second  wife 
in  1859,  she  being  a Miss  Lucy  A.  Churchill,  and 
five  of  their  eleven  children  yet  survive:  Luviiiia 
J. , wife  of  James  Brothers;  Dempsia  M. , Rebecca 
A.,  Acenith  B.  and  Albert  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Langston  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby 
terian  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  owns  a good  farm  comprising  I'-fit 
acres,  and  has  twenty  five  acres  under  cultivation. 
Among  his  numerous  accpiaintances  aiul  friends  tfie 
respect  shown  him  by  them  is  in  full  keeping  with 
his  well-established  reputation  for  honesty  of  pur 
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pose  and  hospitality.  Mr.  Langston  remembers  ^ 
many  intere.sting  facts  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  this  county,  which  the  limited  nature  of 
this  volume  will  not  admit  of  insertion. 

William  Lawrence,  farmer,  INIelbourne,  A,rk. 
In  the  early  settlement  of  Izard  County,  Ark..  Mr. 
Lawrence  bore  a prominent  part  in  developing  and 
opening  the  way  for  civilization  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  county.  He  w'as  born 
in  Alabama,  in  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Cynthia  (Franks)  Lawrence,  natives  of  Tennessee. 
James  Law'rence  moved  to  Alabama,  in  1822,  set- 
tling in  Marion  County,  and  after  remaining  there 
a short  time  removed  to  Fayette  County,  where  he 
remained  until  1839.  From  there  he  journeyed  to 
Louisiana,  entered  laud  and  follow’ed  farming  for 
about  two  years,  when  he  moved  to  Izard  County, 
Ark.,  and  settled  in  Sylamore,  now  in  Stone  Coun- 
ty. After  a residence  there  of  two  years,  he  moved 
to  the  western  part  of  the  county,  where  he  im- 
proved some  government  land.  Two  years  later  he  ; 
moved  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  and  re- 
mained there  until  a short  time  previous  to  his 
death,  when  he  went  to  live  with  his  son,  William 
Lawrence,  and  died  there  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-tive  or  seventy  years.  He  had  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  for  four  years, 
and  was  an  excellent  citizen.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Tucker,  wJio  bore 
him  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
living  at  last  accounts.  They  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Martin,  Edward,  Sarah,  Catherine  and  Mary. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Mi.ss  Cynthia  Franks, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  two  now  liv-  : 
ing,  William  and  James,  who  reside  in  this  county. 
Mrs.  Lawrence  died  in  1865.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  William  Lawrence  was  married  in  his 
twenty  third  year,  and  commenced  work  for  him- 
self by  farming  on  his  own  land,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased in  the  central  portion  of  the  county.  Ho 
sold  this  farm  in  1850  and  entered  his  present  i 
property,  which  he  has  improved  ami  which  con- 
sists of  200  acres.  He  now  has  about  seventy  or  : 
seventy-five  acres  of  cleared  land,  all  the  result  of 
his  own  efforts,  uuassisteil  by  any  of  his  family. 


In  1862  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  and  served 
under  Gen.  Thompson  and  Capt.  C.  C.  Cook  until  j 
the  close  of  hostilities,  when  he  returned  to  his 
farm.  He  has  been  three  times  married,  his  first  ' 
wife  beingr  Elizabeth  Kingr,  whom  he  led  to  the  ■ 

O O I 

altar  in  1846,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  six  j 
children,  all  living:  James,  G.  W.,  John,  Isaac, 
Thomas  and  Edward.  Mrs.  Lawrence  died  in 
1859,  a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
second  marriage  took  place  in  1861,  to  Miss  Eliza-  ! 
beth  Clark,  who  bore  him  five  children,  all  living: 
Henry,  Cynthia  A.,  w'ife  of  J.  \V.  Freeman;  Mary  | 
F.,  at  home;  Rebecca  J.,  at  home,  and  Walter,  also  ^ 
at  home.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  died  in  1879.  | 

Mr.  Lawrence’s  third  marriage  w'as  to  Mrs.  A.  N.  I 
Ivins  (Bryant),  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  : 
He  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  belongs  to  ; 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  political  views  is  | 
a stanch  Democrat.  I 

Dr.  Samuel  M.  Lewis,  farmer  and  physician  ! 
of  Izard  County.,  Ark.,  was  born  in  Bledsoe  j 
County,  Tenn.,  December  14,  1832,  his  parents.  i 
Reason  and  Patience  (Peters)  Lewis,  being  also  | 
natives  of  that  State,  the  former’s  birth  occurring 
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in  Bedford  County,  in  1809.  Their  union  took  j 
place  in  Bledsoe  County,  and  to  them  were  born  j 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  seven  of  their  fam- 
ily being  now  alive,  and  all  residents  of  the  State  j 
of  Tennessee  except  our  subject.  The  father  j 
yet  lives  in  Tennessee,  and  owns  6U0  acres  of  as  | 
good  land  as  there  is  in  the  State.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  was  his  wife,  who 
died  in  1875.  Dr.  Samuel  M.  Lewis,  after  acquir- 
ing a good  common  school  education,  entered  tlie 
Hamilton  College  with  the  intention  of  studying 
medicine,  having  chosen  that  profession  as  his 
calling  through  life.  After  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  on  the  19th  of  September,  1858.  to 
Miss  Margaret  Turk,  he  remained  in  his  native 
State  until  1867,  at  which  time  he  settled  in  Max 
field.  Sharp  County,  Ark.,  but  for  a long  time  has  I 
been  a resident  of  Izard  County.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  practice,  and  has  always 
commanded  a large  and  paying  patronage,  and 
occupies  an  enviable  place  among  the  medical 


V 


.1 


I *.'■  's'w-  ‘•'i  ■ 

twT/1  v.tn’i/5  HSiwit'flao'ynd^  fll  ' KiWownm  ,ilC  " vii!«.iiqi?orf’ 

!')(((' ^oioO.  ,U  0 bn«  uicofT  ^o«0  fa«idcrtaoad^%  jjr.'J«9^joii^^Vaa£|l 

fjd  ii>»Jw  !o  f>»^b  [ l/>  o’^Wau  ^[)  U^rdw*  iximioo  «itft  5o  xwW4f 


?<i  li  <x3  h' 

t-nil  «i({  ,b«»hi«ai  e’.ttai#  UHt^d  naif  '»H  •*  .mia) 

mIJ  oJ  Ln(  «^d  moiiw  ,r?/djd  ijnW  «Vrw 

no  irf/i'ur  MidJ  U»  kiuji)  '*>(J  juai^  ,01^1'  tu  iaitd 
,'ji’.i;«I  ,afl*^'ij  , V/  ,0-  ,«*<»a(«Tr 
ni  l)*iih  rmviViKl  .Kijyi  ^'^nv 


Ip  jJiofilt  idff  liiw  "MU)0l^  elib 

gaivillla  ,*ii»il>j;tft)  ; r^fiii goi^f(|iTH,iR  «{  tfl«>afitt<r>rq  li 
'■!.)H  tinB  KOfModT  j odi  lo  -►<*»  *)  ncdljtidfiv b 'toi  Wj  ^aiapM; 

dvTiid''^  I -.ijqisa  otlJ Jo.wdayom  >[d,l7<TV7  tt  ,<JS8r  ' diwl  »W  tiioi  ■ 

• »;AiW  u»i2f.  --‘i  ,lS8l  ni  ^oo.^  »ji«iTirtm  tnoo'&s  | hrrn  W JB£8i  oi  J»ui«cte^' 

•vjtijvil,  IjB  jo^sliitcb  ofiimiii  'jtoti  odv  .baJO  to 

•ntiH  .7/  I io-i!*!???  j.A  aidlft'^O  ,vx»i-»H  ; *4o>»  ,S1?8f|^ul  ,««JWlalA  oi  baiotn  o'.'iiyiwjtjT’ 


Vi  .A  jnK  ct  <>>r  fcmm  JrtMJ-s’«03aW4kI  .iH  lot  6«»  feiifil 

o^iiao^ 

^ - /.iiA 

fj!  ew'kiv  laoJiHoq  »lrixst  Ona  .y^lixriCoJatt  fliaoffal^  ftiJj  ] b^VOm  €m{  ,i'to«X  lo *>OflpfjiwjN  a TortA  .^i 

d»rjoi«'ni0  d'ktBjUi?-  a » -laai  (Sd-  »Tisdv'  moiaaWf  &4i)  oi' 


^ vv»«9Avr4s^j.  ■ AM*  4rU#4i  AW19'nl9 < . HMI^Vli 

d'jjffrtf)  fiaiiahsIDsdt  to  lydflwai  « ,-(J/ifixtff.)  ftflfvi'  j fnitsl  fcovoitij  fttf  owi  iocKi 

,d‘jwjiK>  i*llq»a  arfi  !o  n *i  rH  i 'rtijoDoaodS  oi^oO  ,9Tip»fl{rj8<fll  fio4b«  i>aa 


atib;^y;t/q . t>«a  ifiitjuA  ,siwi9j  M IoUiubQ  .-tQ 
fiKwb-iiia.  nr  Tfod  rkw  ..rjirooO  htuxl  lo 

,Hiuy7aq  pjd  St-it  ,itt  TodoiOopCl  ,.atirtl'  .■^.tanOC) 
oi*iii  g/ibd  (aiob^)  bait  avp.r,t>& 

y^asxru!y>p  dhjd  a'wtatdi  udi  ,9irJ0  ladS  ii>  mviiaa 
dooi  aoiaa  -ihiiT  . .I'CBI  oi  ,vl0Wo’J  at 

ifio'l  wi^di  1^.  boji  ,"'JactoO  ooabolH  ai  ^rJq 
• cfSi'.t  'ibdi  to-  mv&e  ,s-r^jld^aaf)  svii  ba«.«ao«  ‘x?roV 
sHvtfl  «tiJ  !■-»  titnahient  ila  tias  .orHa  wofl  jiflbd 

ed'r.  .ioatilxJB,  vio  iq'jozo.  oo«fc<ifl«-^T  to 


erf  irIb!  Bta^x  ovxT  , .f^oilia^p'ravM  amod  I>ovoiDi| 
-py  baa  t^jJwdp,  Mii  fieq  in»iM$‘  o!df  oS  bevot^ 
*ifj  oi  aDor/a^q  oosH  A eiadit  f.-Toiem* 
mafffiV/  jj^8  RjJ  'oi  «»d  /iridw 

to  o^^o  'oifl  i$  ,«S8f  fli  A»9di  f;otft'’'Mi  .j-jaar 
(ua^o  fcaif  4H  bo 

.tOaoT  y^iaaop  ndi  Ai  odt  to  lo^ 

•tactt  boiwj  bH  .<f9«bb  .t^naoib  a* 
w’tO'd  ‘Orfw  bOdo/rT'  aaiHt  if.^niod  am;.boh 

ilu  ,nya}{!]^al>  04td)  baa  &dde  oWl  f 'rifjIida^llEltoiil' 
-lot  afi ' Lawfid  81B  * >;'iuiostoA‘i8of  ^al»i[ ' 


to  ?ono8  OOd  artwo  ban  .aoneeaooT  oi  a‘*7(I 
-ajfjiii  B «t  oH  odl  a»  rj  wa  bntil  fXKxg  | ,x^xjMiraBOahoitoO  .dfiaaS  .Ibiowb^  >'w4^ 

od*/  g’J  Rii  .jda'^GdO  deiiqaa  0£f.+ to  iscf  [' .sdiint^rbidtoTfO  fttilf  M bxjC^Sfel 

-■jiijpaa  jtxilfl  ,K  f^nranfel  .tCI  .3781  or  feaifc  1 -vii  yj'oo  tfwi  ^a9ih&du  »aia  mod  <9t9vi'  thedJ^iif'baa 

>m(1  h‘rii>w(t  .aoiitoohfy*  Ito/faa  nooimoo  boo^  « gni  f ol  ulifeM 


m 


l^njybtfAa  5o  iK>i.tn'»ij3f  -;di  did'ff  o^aflo’)  i!o4iiiaaH  ^ e‘iodm«oi  01954  .3<&8i  ai  hotfe  •?O044waLj  .fxM 

f’id  »n  ooiaastoiq  iatl)  nseodi  ^oivt.d  .aaioibam  . e anw^ 'orf  saU/idq  ;fli  iw»  ^rfatwrfO  iebqatf  odj  to 
ihiiivr  /igxjmflm  aid  lollA  -.olH  dgnxmfi  ^n?fI«o ^;wd bbw  xnaMliV^  iaTOC! 

•>t  .€3r^r  iiodiootqoS  to  iijQi  ed^  00  fjoiaidofoo  eaw 
-vtiBfl  aid  ai  fjoaxanw  -dd  ,idwT  Jois^fnW  ae/M 
x iflt  oi  fvo/j;ba  nd  sii/i*  doidvr  io  Sb^tt  hJaltr  ftWB 

and  «(ai*  ^aof  * lot  .i«d  ,.dtA  .TiotroO  qindH  d>ba4  iaeaoiqf add  Sotoiao  boa  OSdl^ni  anaS^id* lifon  . 
fld«w{  fend  sH  ,rifuk)0  fnfisl  lo  a n&»iid  | -ao6  di>rdw  f»iuj  bayoiqxHi  %«d  oid  dbldw  ,x 

^jvawjB  ‘iad  bns  , (nliomq  Hfd  at  Wmtiiywit  jo  i^iamae  ^4^^  won  AH  0^’'S  tdi 

f>nn  .o^ftOMljsq  ^aivoq  baa  b^banaiiaoo  ij*  to  dlMaot  adt  IIs  ,£»n«l  Wi«ob  to  emaa  i 


■'Ofid  lol  4tow  h9^(-ti«moo  bda  ,ia9v  V' 

•luq  bad  >td  dtdxJw  -briHj  ar^  uid  iso  ^arcatxj^ 
oH  '^;xia<i09  ^di  10  uOiiioq  iaTla^  Adi  Of  boMW 


958 


HISTORY  OF  ARKANSAS. 


brotherhood  of  Izard  County.  In  addition  to  this 
work  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  about  040  acres  of  land,  wdth  about 
330  acres  under  cultivation,  of  which  150  are  in 
Sharp  County.  He  has  shown  his  approval  of 
secret  organizations  by  becoming  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  this  order  has  held  the 
highest  office.  He  and  wife  are  classed  among 
the  worthy  citizens  of  the  county,  and  are  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Their 
children  are  as  follows:  Charles  W.,  Henry  R., 
James  J. , George  T.,  Joseph  R. , William  D., 
John  R.,  Aque  M.  and  Lora  A.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Malinda  Turk,  both  na- 
tives of  Tennessee. 

Capt.  Ransom  W.  Luther  was  born  in  the 
“Keystone  State”  in  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Enoch 
Luther,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Sugar  Creek, 
Penn.,  in  1787.  The  latter  received  a limited  ed- 
ucation, and  when  quite  a youth,  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years,  then  learning  the  wheelwright’s 
trade.  He  was  married  in  his  native  State,  in 
1807,  to  Miss  Polly  Bennett,  her  father  being 
Elisha  Bennett,  and  to  them  a large  family  of 
seventeen  children  were  born,  ten  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  time:  Roswell,  David,  Enoch, 
Elliot,  Ransom,  Burton,  Laura,  Mary,  Angeline 
and  Adaline.  Mr.  Luther  served  in  the  Y’ar  of 
1812,  and  after  hostilities  had  ceased,  he  returned 
home,  and  entered  a tract  of  land  embracing  160 
acres,  wffiich  he  farmed  for  several  years;  then 
erected  two  large  saw  mills  and  a grist-mill,  which 
have  been  rebuilt,  and  are  in  good  condition  at 
the  present  time.  For  services  rendered  in  the 
War  of  1812,  he  received  a grant  to  160  acres  of 
land  in  Knox  County,  111.,  from  the  government, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  the  old  “ Luther’s 
Mill  Farm,”  in  Penmsylvania.  in  1859,  he  was  the 
owner  of  300  acres  of  land.  Capt.  Ransom  Luther 
received  a good  business  education  in  the  ‘ ‘ Luther’s 
Mill  Farm  ” school,  and  he  has  since  ])ut  the 
education  he  acquired  in  this  institution  to  the  best 
use.  He  learned  the  millwright’s  trade  under  his 
father,  afterward  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
and  in  time  became  a very  tine  architect,  although 


in  more  recent  years  he  has  given  his  attention 
principally  to  milling  as  his  chief  calling.  He  is  ' 

I an  experienced  carpenter  and  builder,  and  many 
evidences  of  his  ability  and  skill  in  this  direction 
are  to  be  seen  in  his  native  State,  Illinois,  Iowa 
and  Arkansas.  He  has  always  been  of  an  enter- 
prising disposition,  and  in  1856  started  out  in  life 
I for  himself,  and  moved  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  but 
two  years  later  went  back  to  his  old  home,  and 
was  married  there,  in  1859,  to  Miss  Sarah  Knapp, 
a daughter  of  Charles  Knapp,  by'  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Alice.  He  wedded  his  second  wife. 
Miss  Edna  C.  Scott,  of  Cherokee,  Iowa,  in  1871, 
and  two  interesting  children,  Eugene  W.  and  ^ 
Maud  S. , have  blessed  their  union.  Capt.  Luther  i 
removed  from  the  State  of  Iowa  to  Benton  County, 
Ark.,  in  1878,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  | 
f near  Maysville,  W'hich  he  used  as  a small  cattle  j 
ranch.  From  this  place  he  went  to  Eureka  Springs,  ' 
in  1880,  and  erected  a neat  little  cottage  on  Spring  ‘ 
Street,  near  the  Crescent  Spring,  his  place  being  I 
generally'  known  as  “Eagle  Cottage,”  and  it  is 
of  his  owm  architecture.  Here  he  resided  until 
I 1883, when  he  sold  out  to  Dr.  Swartly,  of  Chicago,  ^ 
for  $2,350.  After  this  the  Captain  and  his  family  i 
traveled  for  some  months,  and  visited  various 
places  of  interest  in  ^Missouri,  Illinois.  Dakota  and 
Arkansas,  and  in  1884  returned  to  this  State,  and 
located  on  Lafferty’s  Creek,  six  miles  west  of 
Barren  Fork,  where,  with  his  brother  in-law,  Mr. 
Scott,  he  erected  a large  saw-mill,  which  has  been 
of  great  benefit  to  the  surrounding  country.  In  ^ 
1889  ho  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Scott,  and  erected 
a grist-mill  and  cotton-gin  iust  south  of  his  former 
place  of  business,  and  at  the  present  writing  he  is 
preparing  to  erect  a commodious  residence,  and 
build  a large  dam  to  afford  water  power  for  his  | 
mill.  In  1888  he  ginned  150  bales  of  cotton,  and 
in  his  new  mill  he  expects  to  bale  at  least  300. 
Capt.  Luther  is  a jovial  and  hospitable  gentleman,  ' 
a thoroughly  capable  business  man.  and  is  ever 
ready  to  assist  any  good  cause,  either  practically 
or  financially.  He  approves  of  secret  orgauiza 
tions,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

His  wife  and  daughter,  Alice,  are  consistent  mem 
hers  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  1861,  upon  the 
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bursting  of  the  war  cloud,  which  had  threatened 
the  country  for  some  time,  he  enlisted  in  the  in- 
fantry, under  Col.  Dodge,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Four  Oaks, 
Richmond  and  IMelbourne.  and  was  also  in  the 
seven  dav's'  retreat  at  Harrison’s  Landing.  He 
entered  as  a private,  but  for  gallant  services  ren- 
dered, he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  was  honorably  discharged,  in  1865. 

James  McCuistion  is  one  of  the  men  of  this 
section  who  has  won  life’s  battles,  and  by  energy 
and  pluck,  which  are  so  necessary  to  success  in  any 
pursuit,  he  has  become  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Izard  County.  He  w’as  born  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  East  Tenn.,  in  1815,  and  is  a son 
of  Joseph  and  Rachel  (IMcGuire)  McCuistion.  the 
former’s  birth  occurring  in  North  Carolina,  in 
1775.  In  1789  he  removed  to  Tennessee,  with  his 
parents,  and  in  this  State  received  a fair  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  In  1809  he  entered 
160  acres  of  land,  and  lived  on  it  until  1838,  when 
he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Bays  Mountain,  where 
he  died,  in  1862,  being  followed  to  his  long  home 
by  his  wife  in  1868,  both  having  been  members  of 
the  Old  Presbyterian  Church.  The  children  born 
to  them  w'ere  Catherine,  James  and  Elizabeth. 
James’  youth  was  spent  in  attending  the  schools  of 
Tennessee,  and  in  1842  he  was  married,  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  of  that  State,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann,  a 
daughter  of  John  Kimbrough:  and  Lafavette,  Eve- 
line,  Rachel  A.  (who  died  August  7,  1889),  Vir- 
ginia, Francis  (who  has  been  dead  some  twenty 
years),  Mary  E.  and  Jose})hine  are  their  children. 
Mr.  McCuistion  emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  Izard 
County,  Ark. , in  1850,  and  took  up  299  acres  of 
land,  of  which  he  has  now  about  fifty-live  acres 
under  the  plow.  His  first  house  was  a log  cabin, 
which  he  has  since  cou verted  into  a comfortable 
frame  residence.  His  land  is  devoted  to  raising 
cotton,  corn  and  the  small  grains,  and  he  has  plenty 
of  good  fruit.  He  and  his  wife  and  children  are 
all  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  be  has  given  freely  to  public  institutions  for 
the  good  of  his  fellow-men.  He  has  twenty  four 
grandchildren,  ten  boys  and  fourteen  girls,  and 
two  great-grandchildren,  both  boys. 


Alfred  N.  McNairn  was  born  in  Georgia,  in 
1842,  and  is  one  of  seven  sons  and  four  daughters 
born  to  Alfred  T.  and  Prudence  (Horton)  ^Ic- 
Nairn,  and  is  a grandson  of  Edwin  Horton.  Al- 
fred T.  McNairn  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  De- 
cember 15,  1813,  and  wms  reared  on  a farm,  but  in 
1826  moved  to  Georgia,  where  he  followed  the  oc 
cupation  of  farming;  he  w'as  also  engaged  in  preach- 
ing the  Gospel,  being  a minister  of  the  Missionary 
Bantist  Church,  and  there  reared  his  children. 

i 

w'hose  names  are  as  follows:  Larkin  H. , Spencer 
B.,  Edwin  B. . Joseph  L^. , William  L.,  Alfred  N.. 
Alvin  C.,  Martha  J. , A.  L. , Eliza  M.  and  Rosa 
A.  Both  parents  died  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
his  death  occurring  in  1870,  and  hers  in  1868.  at  j 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Alfred  N.  McNairn  | 
emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Izard  County,  Ark.,  in  | 
1869.  and  was  here  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Nancy 
E.  Duren,  a daughter  of  James  E.  Duren.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  them  the  following  are  living; 
Thomas  E.,  Mary  L.,  Francis  P.  E.,  Dolores  A., 

Zef  R.  and  Newton  A.  In  1873  Mr.  McNairn 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  w'oodland,  but  he  now 
owns  100  acres  of  good  land,  with  forty-eight  acres 
under  cultivation,  it  being  well  improved  and  fur- 
nished with  one  of  the  finest  fruit  orchards  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
Democrat,  and  always  supports  the  men  and  mea- 
sures of  that  party.  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Confederacy  during  the  rebellion,  and  in  1862 
enlisted  in  the  Fifty-second  Georgia  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  w'ar,  when  he  sunen- 
dered  at  Kingston,  Ga.  He  was  a member  of 
Company  I,  under  Capt.  Russell,  and  was  in  a 
number  of  hard  fought  battles. 

A.  A.  Marcbant,  farmer.  Melbourne,  Ark. 
Among  the  leading  men  of  Mill  Creek  Township 
none  are  more  j)rominently  identified  with  the 
farmincT  and  stock  raising  interests  of  the  same 
than  Mr.  IMarchant,  w'ho  by  his  industry,  perse- 
verence  and  integrity,  is  considered  one  of  its 
first-class  farmers.  He  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1841,  and  when  nineteen  years 
of  ago  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  his  first  ven- 
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ture  beiug  to  hire  out  to  one  man  as  a farm  hand 
for  two  years.  ^V'hen  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
donned  his  suit  of  blue,  and  enlisted  in  the  First 
Arkansas  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  Com})any 
C,  and  served  for  six  months,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  December,  18G3. 
After  this  he  drove  a team  for  the  government, 
and  acted  as  guide  until  1804,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  Forty- eighth  Missouri,  Company  E,  for  twelve 
months,  and  served  only  nine  months,  when  he 
was  dischargfed  asfain  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1805.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  at 
Chicago,  111.,  guarding  the  prisoners.  After  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  he  came  home  and  engaged  in 
farming,  which  he  followed  on  rented  land  until 
1871,  when  he  bought  laud  in  Baxter  County. 
He  only  remained  on  this  land  one  year,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  county  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to 
Izard  County,  and,  in  1879,  bought  his  present 
property  consisting  of  163  acres,  with  about  100 
acres  under  cultivation.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  had  only  about  S50  or  .800  in  money,  and  not  a 
horse,  hog  or  cow.  On  the  10th  of  Jixly,  1805, 
he  wedded  Miss  Amanda  F.  Dixon,  a native  of 
Izard  County,  although  they  were  married  in  Mil- 
ler County,  Mo.  They  became  the  parents  of 
these  children;  W.  B.,  lives  in  the  Choctaw  Na- 
tion; T.  J.  (deceased);  J.  4V.,  at  home;  Rufus,  at 
home,  and  Minnie  M.  Mr.  Marchant  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  is  a Republican  in  his  political  views. 
Mrs.  Marchant  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Marchant,  W.  B.  and  Nancy 
(Byler)  Marchant,  were  natives  of  Alabama  and 
Tennessee,  respectively.  After  reaching  manhood 
W.  B.  Marchant  went  to  Tennessee,  but  left  that 
State  in  1850,  and  came  on  a tlat-boat  to  Napoleon, 
thence  by  steamer  to  Little  Rock,  and  from  there 
with  teams  over-land  to  Izard  County.  He  settled 
on  Hidden  Creek,  bought  an  improved  piece  of 
land  and  there  resided  for  six  years.  He  then  sold 
out  and  bought  a farm  close  to  where  Melbourne 
now  is,  remaining  there  only  two  years,  when  he 
traded  his  farm  for  one  close  to  Calico  Rock,  in 
Izard  County.  In  1802  he  joined  the  United 
States  Army,  and  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 


died  in  the  hospital.  He  was  married  three  times; 
first,  to  Susan  Cox,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
three  living:  W.  B. , Minerva  and  T.  -I.  After 
her  death,  Mr.  Marchant  married  Miss  Nancy 
Byler,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Three 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  only  one,  A. 

A.,  now  living.  Mrs.  Marchant  died  in  1844,  at  i 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  She  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  1845 
Mr.  Marchant  married  Miss  Ena  Taylor,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  bv  her  became  the  father  of  nine 
children,  eight  now  living:  M.  S. , Richard  E., 
Mary  T.,  Silas  A.,  Joseph  E. , Martin  B. , Susan 
A.  and  A.  M.  The  oldest  child,  IMartha,  was 
killed  on  the  road  from  Little  Rock  to  Melbourne, 
having  accidentally  fallen  out  of  the  wagon,  by 
which  she  was  run  over.  This  was  in  1850,  and 
she  was  buried  in  White  County.  Mr.  Marchant 
was  an  old  line  Whig,  but  was  not  active  in  poli- 
tics. He  was  once  a member  of  the  Know- 
Nothing  party,  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  I 
Church,  and  at  one  time  was  constable  of  Rocky 
Bayou.  His  last  wife  still  resides  near  Calico  ' 
Rock,  and  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  A.  A.  Marchant, 
John  Byler,  was  a private  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  He  died  | 
about  1871,  at  the  age  of  eightv-five  vears. 

T.  J.  Mathews  is  a merchant  and  farmer,  re  ! 
siding  at  Calico  Rock,  and  was  born  in  Benton 
County,’ Tenn.,  being  a son  of  Capt.  R.  C.  and 
Nancy  (Migell)  Mathews,  who  were  also  Tennes- 
seeans, and  came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  1800. 
settling  in  Izard  County.  Capt.  Mathews  em- 
barked in  merchandising  in  the  house  in  which  his 
son  T.  J.  is  now  doing  business,  and  he  was  also 
engaged  in  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1801  he 
moved  to  Pineville,  where  he  conducted  a general 
store  for  about  one  year,  then  joined  the  Confed- 
erate army,  and  was  elected  captain  of  his  com- 
pany. After  serving  for  one  year  he  was  taken 
sick  and  returned  home,  and  here  continued  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  After  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  he  again  embarked  in  merchamlisiug. 
and  continued  this  occupation  with  success  for 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  his 
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son,  S.  E.  Matbew.s,  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock  raising,  on  the  property  where 
he  now  lives.  His  business  ventures  have  been  at- 
tended with  good  results,  and  the  property  he  nov,’- 
owns  has  all  been  acquired  since  the  war.  as  his 
losses  during  that  time  were  very  heavy.  He  was 
married  about  1835,  and  his  children's  names  are 
as  follows;  Margaret  E.,  wife  of  W.  McNeil;  S. 
E. , a merchant  of  Pineville;  Clarissa  E.,  wife  of 
Dr.  J.  A.  Schanks;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Rufus  P. 
Jones;  and  T.  J. , the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
Mrs.  Mathews  died  in  March,  1879,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
for  many  years,  her  death  occurring  on  her  birth- 
day, at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Mr.  Mathews  is  a 
Democrat,  and  belongs  to  the  F.  & A.  M.  T.  J. 
Mathew’s  birth  occurred  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1855,  and  his  early  education  was  received  in  the 
schools  of  La  Crosse,  Prof.  M.  Shelby  Kennard 
being  his  instructor,  and  at  the  age  of  twentv-five 
years  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a merchant,  this 
being  the  occiipation  to  which  he  was  reared.  He 
has  continued  to  follow  this  business  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  has  been  remarkably  successful, 
for,  on  starting  for  himself  in  1880,  his  stock  of 
goods  amounted  to  1160,  and  his  annual  sales  now 
aggregate  between  §12,000  and  §16,000,  and  he  has 
an  excellent  tract  of  land,  amountingr  to  538  acres, 
with  nearly  164  acres  under  cultivation,  all  of 
which  he  has  earned  by  good  business  management 
and  industry,  since  the  above-given  date,  and  with 
the  aid  and  assistance  of  his  worthy  wife.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Mollie  Wood,  their  union  taking 
place  on  the  30th  of  October,  1879,  and  they  have 
an  interesting  little  family  of  four  children:  Henry 
H.,  born  October  4,  1880;  Shelby  S.,  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1882;  Troy  G.,  born  February  3,  1885; 
and  Winford  F.,  born  May  23,  1887.  Mrs  Math- 
ews was  born  in  Izard  County,  on  the  28th  of 
November,  1863,  and  she  and  Mr.  Mathews  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  he  belongs  to  the  F.  & A.  M. . and  is 
a Democrat  politically. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Morton,  Franklin,  Ark.  Dr. 
Morton  is  one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  of  Frank- 
lin Township,  and  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county. 
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He  owes  his  nativity  to  Bedfoi'd  County,  Tenn.. 
and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Annie  (Fisher) 
Morton,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Jacob  51011011 
received  an  average  education  in  his  native  State, 
and  came  to  Tennessee  at  an  early  date.  He  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Bedford  County,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Shelby ville.  In  connection 
with  farming  he  also  carried  on  the  blacksmith 
trade,  but  his  principal  occupation  was  tilling  the 
soil,  which  he  gave  his  attention  until  his  death  in 
1857.  He  was  married  in  Tennessee,  and  he  and 
wife  commenced  housekeeping  on  Duck  River, 
where  they  reared  a large  family  of  children,  eight 
now  living;  5Iinerva,  wife  of  B.  F.  Whitworth; 
Sophronia  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  5Iichael  Shof- 
ner;  G.  W.  C.  (deceased),  whose  family  resides  in 
Bedford  County,  Tenn. ; Daniel  C.  resides  in  Cof- 
fee County,  Tenn. : Nancy,  wife  of  Edward  Whit 
worth;  Christina,  wife  of  5V.  Tune;  Emily,  wife 
of  Newton  Neal;  Ann,  wife  of  B.  F.  Smawling, 
D.  E.  resides  in  Bedford  County,  Tenn. ; Dr.  R. 
H.,  Jessie  E.,  wife  of  T.  N.  Smith;  Elijah  A.  re- 
sides in  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  and  5Iartha  (de- 
ceased), wife  of  T.  N.  Smith.  The  father  of  these 
children  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  as  a private, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 
5Irs.  5Iorton  died  about  1869.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
5Iorton  took  an  active  interest  in  polities,  and  was 
a very  strong  supporter  of  Old  Hickory.  Dr.  R. 
H.  5Iorton  divided  his  time  in  early  youth  between 
assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  free  and 
subscription  schools  of  Tennessee,  where  he  re- 
ceived a good  English  education.  He  attended 
medical  lectures  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1856  and 
1857,  and  opened  his  first  office  at  Poplin’s  Cross 
Roads,  where  he  practiced  for  two  years  previous 
to  gradi;ating.  He  was  then  located  in  5Iissouri. 
from  1858  to  1861  (Texas  County).  In  the  spring 
of  the  last  mentioned  year  he  served  in  the  Con 
federate  service  as  surgeon,  and  thus  continued 
until  1863,  when  he  resigned  and  located  in  Izai  d 
County,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  gradu 
ated  at  the  American  5Iedical  College,  at  St.  Louis, 
in  1878,  and  is  the  oldest  practicing  physician  in 
the  county.  He  has  almost  abandoned  the  prac 
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tice  of  his  profession  in  late  years,  and  is  now  in- 
terested in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  Doctor  was 
married  in  September,  18o7,  to  Miss  Emma  A. 
Nichols,  of  Tenu.,  but  they  have  never  had  any 
children.  He  is  quite  well  fixed  financially,  and 
enjoys  life  to  the  fullest  extent.  He  is  a member 
of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , is  also  a member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  former 
lodge,  holding  the  position  of  Vice  Grand.  Com- 
mander, and  others  in  the  latter  lodge.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker.  He  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
The  Doctor  owns  considerable  land,  and  has  on  his 
home  place  about  seventy-five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. Ho  has  good  barns,  outbuildings,  etc.  His 
residence  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  and 
there  he  entertains  his  friends  in  the  social  pleas- 
ant manner  peculiar  to  him,  and  the  stranger  also 
meets  with  a ready  welcome  from  the  Doctor  and 
his  agreeable  wife.  Although  children  were  denied 
their  union,  the  Doctor  and  wife  have  reared  sev- 
eral who  were  left  oiqffians. 

Jacob  Hosier,  Sr.,  w'as  born  on  the  Potomac 
River,  in  Lincoln  County,  N.  C.,  in  1821.  His 
father,  Barnett  M.  Hosier,  was  also  a native  of 
that  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  1799.  and  was 
married  there  to  Margaret,  a daughter  of  Corb. 
Gobble,  their  union  taking  place  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  In  1832  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and 
purchased  and  entered  land  there  to  the  amount  of 
320  acres,  which  land  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1S<U.  His  children 
are:  Mary  J. , Allen  B.,  George  \V.,  Henry  A.,  Ja- 
cob and  Jack.  Jacob  Hosier  removed  to  Arkansas 
with  his  parents,  and  on  his  father’s  farm,  in  In- 
dependence County,  he  learned  the  details  of  farm 
work,  which  occupation  has  received  his  attention 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
husbandmen  of  this  vicinity,  and  has  2o0  acres  of 
well  improved  and  well  cultivated  land.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  tlm  State,  and  during  its 
early  history  he  cairied  the  surveyor’s  chain 
through  this  section,  this  being  some  fifty  years 
ago.  He  is  one  of  the  hard  working  men  of  Izard 
County,  and  owing  to  his  many  wi.-rtln  characteris- 
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tics,  chief  among  which  may  be  mentioned  his  gen- 
erosity and  honesty,  he  is  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all.  In  1854  he  took  a trip  to  California.  He 
was  married,  in  1840,  to  Hiss  Melissa  A.  Romenor, 
by  whom  he  has  a family  of  seven  children;  Mary 
J. , William  H. . Jacob,  Charles  iH..  Cordelia.  Sarah 
A.  and  Martha.  Hr.  iMosier  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  H.  Mullins  was  born  in  the  “Old  Do- 
minion,” on  the  18th  of  March,  1839,  and  is  a son 
of  Hiram  R.  Mullins,  who  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina, in  1794.  and  was  educated  in  that  State. 
He  moved  to  Tennessee  in  1815,  and  was  there 
married  to  Nancy  Singleton,  a native  of  Virginia, 
and  to  their  union  eleven  children  were  born,  six 
of  whom  are  living,  three  being  residents  of  Ar- 
kansas  and  three  of  Kentucky.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  honest  sons  of  the  soil,  and  upon  his 
death,  in  1850,  was  the  owner  of  220  acres  of  pro- 
ductive and  valuable  land.  His  wife  died  in 
Arkansas,  August  13,  1886,  both  having  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  lodge.  James  H.  Mullins  was 
educated  in  Tennessee,  near  Tazewell,  bi;t  being  of 
an  energetic  and  enterprising  disposition  be  deter- 
mined to  seek  his  fortune  in  what  he  considered  a 
more  favorable  locality,  and  accordingly,  in  1863, 
moved  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  engaged  in 
business  for  himself,  his  capital  consisting  of  a 
span  of  horses  and  the  energy  and  pluck  which 
nature  had  Ijestowed  upon  him.  He  immediately 
engaged  in  farming,  and  that  he  has  been  success- 
ful is  shown  when  the  fact  is  mentioned  that  he 
owns  250  acres  of  land,  with  about  125  acres  under 
cultivation.  Notwithstanding  that  he  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  left  wrist,  in  the  year  1862,  at  the 
battle  of  Oak  Hill,  being  left  a cripple  for  life,  he 
has  succeeded  far  beyond  his  expectations,  and  can 
look  back  over  a useful  and  well  spent  life.  He 
and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Minerva  King, 
and  whom  he  married  on  the  23d  uf  June.  1863. 
are  worthy  and  consistcmt  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  both  areliberal  contributors  to  all  char- 
itable and  other  worthy  enterprises.  He  is  a Mason, 
has  been  postmaster  of  Evening  Shade  for  three 
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years,  constable  two  years,  and  deputy  sheriff  six 
months.  His  children  are:  Eliza  A.  (Mrs.  T.  D. 

Starkey),  Albert  F.,  Hiram  R. , Josephine,  Robert 
C.,  Nancy  M. , Sarah  R.  and  William  C.  In  the 
late  war  Mr.  Mullins  served  from  1S02  till  No- 
vember, 1864,  under  Col.  Greene. 

William  S.  Nail  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
Tenn. , in  1820,  and  his  father,  Archie,  was  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  but  was  married  in  Tennessee  to 
Miss  Morrow,  by  w'hom  he  reared  a family  of  four 
children:  William,  Franklin.  Thomas  and  Mary 
A.  Archie  Nail  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  died  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  1830.  he 
having  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and 
black-smithing  all  his  life.  M'illiam  S.  Nail 
learned  these  occupations  of  his  father,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  farm  work,  which  has  always  received 
his  attention,  he  has  been  faithful  to  the  hammer 
and  anvil  also.  In  1845  he  removed  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Mississippi,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
blacksmithiog  until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Inde- 
pendence County  (now  Izard  County),  Ark.,  and 
purchased  land  to  the  amount  of  120  acres,  and  in 
1867  built  a cotton-gin  on  this  farm  which  has 
been  in  operation  ever  since.  His  land  now  com- 
prises 280  acres,  seventy-hve  being  in  a tillable 
condition,  and  a portion  of  his  mountainous  land 
is  underlaid  with  valuable  minerals.  He  raises 
cotton,  corn,  and  small  grains  on  his  cultivated 
lands,  and  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  one  of  the 
most  reliable  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Lafferty 
Township.  In  1840  he  was  married  to  Miss  5Ie- 
linda,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Williamson,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  of  eight  children  born  to  them,  the 
following  are  living:  Thomas,  Mary  E. , Catherine 
F.  and  Charley  L.  Mr.  Nail  belongs  to  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Thomas  A.  Nail  is  one  of  the  industrious  farm- 
ers and  law  abiding  citizens  of  Izard  County,  Ark., 
and  has  a good  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  has 
acquired  by  his  own  energy  and  good  management 
since  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  His  property  is 
located  on  Lafferty’ s Creek,  and  is  considered  very 
valuable,  as  it  is  underlaid  with  mineral  ore  in 
paying  quantities.  Twenty-tive  acres  are  under 


the  plow,  and  are  in  an  exceedingly  fertile  con- 
dition. Mr.  Nail  was  born  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. in  1842,  and  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  w'as  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss 
Sallie  Brown,  a daughter  of  Levi  Brown,  of  Izard 
County.  To  them  were  born  a family  of  three 
children:  William  A.,  Mary  F.  and  Charles  F. 
'When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  he,  in  1862,  joined 
the  cavalry  under  Capt.  George  W.  Rutherford, 
now  of  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and  was  in 
many  important  engagements  during  hi's  service. 
He  surrendered  at  Jacksonport  and  returned  home, 
and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  farming  with 
the  above  mentioned  results.  He  is  a son  of  Will- 
iam S.  Nail,  whose  sketch  precedes  this. 

Joel  D.  Patterson  has  been  familiar  with  farm 
work  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  is  now  ranked 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Izard  County. 
He  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Mecca  (Holder)  Patterson,  who 
were  also  born  in  the  “Old  North  State.’’  In 
1846  David  Patterson  removed  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  having  previously 
worked  at  house  carpentering  and  cabinet  making 
in  his  native  State.  He  was  also  married  there  in 
1825,  and  to  him  and  wife  were  born  eight  children, 
live  of  whom  are  living:  J.  D.,  Caroline,  wife  of 
La  Fayette  Wright,  of  Kentucky;  Susan,  wife  of 
M.  Y.  Belma,  of  Kentucky;  Francis  M. , a black- 
smith, also  residing  in  Kentucky,  and  Mary,  wife 
of  C.  C.  Ashworth,  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Patterson 
volunteered,  but  did  not  serve  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  died  on  the  I6th  of  5Iay,  1855,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  six  years,  followed  to  his  long  home  by  his 
wife  in  1883,  her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  They  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  were  worthy  and  honored 
citizens.  Joel  D.  Patterson  attended  the  common 
schools  of  North  Carolina,  and,  after  his  removal 
to  Kentucky  with  his  parents,  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years,  when  he  worked  in  a wagon  shop. 
In  1856  he  moved  to  Izard  County,  Ark.,  and  en- 
tered 16)0  acres  of  land  near  the  town  of  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  resided  two  years,  then,  upon  the 
oi)ening  of  the  Civil  War,  he  returned  to  Ken- 
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tucky,  where  his  attention  was  given  to  farming 
for  four  years.  He  then  came  l)ack  to  his  farm  in 
Izard  County,  I)nt  about  twm  years  later  traded  it 
for  another  place,  but  also  disposed  of  this  at  the 
end  of  two  years.  He  then  purchased  and  has  since 
resided  on  his  present  farm  (which  amounts  to 
277  acres,  with  eighty  acres  improved,  with  good 
buildings  and  under  cultivation),  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  twenty  months,  when  he  resided  in 
Fulton  County.  He  was  married,  in  l8o3,  to  Miss 
Miranda  Egbert,  of  Kentucky,  and  five  of  their 
eight  children  are  now  living:  James  R.,  who  is 
now  residing  in  Smithville,  Ark. , but  expects  soon 
to  go  to  Texas;  Joel  B.,  residing  in  Indian  Terri- 
tory; Francis  L.,  Marcus  L.  and  Hiram  E.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Patterson  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  politically,  and  is 
decidedly  in  favor  of  all  movements  which  prom- 
ise to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

E.  S.  Pearson  is  a member  of  the  mercantile 
firm  of  Sanders  & Pearson,  of  Oxford,  Ark.,  and 
also  of  F.  W.  Pearson  & Co.,  of  Thayer,  Mo., 
both  of  whom  carry  a varied  assortment  of  goods, 
which  can  not  fail  to  satisfy  every  want  of  their 
patrons.  He  was  born  in  McMinn  County,  Tenu. . 
in  1829,  and  is  a son  of  Edmond  and  Cynthia  E. 
(Hardwick),  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama, 
respectively.  The  father  removed  to  Tennessee  in 
1824,  where  he  farmed,  in  connection  with  preach- 
ing the  Gospel,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  an  elder 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  In 
1832  he  settled  in  Jackson  County,  Ala.,  but  he 
afterward  moved  to  Talladega  County,  where  he 
died  in  the  fall  of  1847,  at  the  age  of  fift\"-two 
years,  having  been  a minister  of  the  Gospel  for 
twenty-eight  years.  He  and  wife  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Charles  D.  (who 

died,  leaving  a family  in  Texas),  F.  A.  (deceased, 
left  a family  in  Mississippi),  B.  T.,  F.  C.  (a  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  | 
residing  in  Texas),  F.  C.  (also  a minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Texas,  besides 
engaged  in  farming),  Martha  C.  (wife  of  Marion 
Simmons,  of  this  county),  Cynthia  E.  (the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Carroll  White,  her  family  residingr 
in  Mississippi),  Mary  C.  (wife  of  D.  B.  White,  of  i 


Texas),  Watson  H.  (a  Methodist  minister,  residing 
in  Izard  County  ),  and  W.  W.  (deceased,  was  also 
a minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  died  in 
Mississippi,  in  1871).  E.  S.  Pearson  w'as  reared 
on  a farm,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  Alabama. 
Upon  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  be- 
gan farming  on  land  which  he  owned,  but  this 
w’ork  he  gave  up,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
to  enlist  in  the  Confederate  service.  He  joined 
Company  F,  under  Gen.  Forrest,  and  served  as  his 
commissary  for  three  years,  and,  in  1865,  surren- 
dered at  Corinth,  Miss.  He  then  returned  to 
Mississippi,  where  he  had  located  in  1850,  and  be- 
gan farming  and  merchandising  at  Houston,  but, 
four  years  later,  he  moved  to  Lee  County,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  in  1859,  and,  after  residing  for 
some  time  on  a farm  of  400  acres,  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  Newburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  three  years.  From  that 
time  until  1880  he  again  farmed,  and  then  followed 
merchandising  once  more.  He  sold  this  establish- 
ment to  Garner  & Richardson,  and  up  to  March, 
1889,  his  attention  was  given  to  agriculture  alone. 
He  has  since  followed  merchandising,  and  has  also 
managed  his  farm  of  sixty-five  acres.  His  home 
place  is  also  under  cultivation. and  in  the  two  enter- 
prises to  which  he  has  given  the  most  of  his  at- 
tention he  has  met  with  flattering  success,  and. 
besides  the  income  which  he  derives  from  his  farm, 
the  sales  in  his  mercantile  establishment  will 
amount  to  about  §12.000.  He  was  married,  in 
1850,  to  IMiss  Ellen  Moms,  of  Pontotoc  County. 
Miss.,  and  by  her  he  became  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  livingr:  C.  Elizal>eth 

(wife  of  John  M.  Smith,  of  Polk  County,  5Io. ), 
F.  W.  (a  merchant  at  Thayer,  Mo.),  Alice  M. 
(wife  of  Joseph  Harklerood,  a farmer  of  Fulti-n 
County,  Ark.),  Mary  E.  (wife  of  Jasper  Rader,  t'f 
Fulton  County),  Emma  (wife  of  W.  Martin,  a 
farmer  of  Izard  County),  Thomas  W.  and  Josi(> 
L.  (the  latter  two  at  home  with  their  fatherb 
Adolphus  L.,  the  eldest  child,  died  in  18S3  (In- 
wedded  the  dauiihter  of  Jud<je  Hunter,  of  Fulton 
County);  W.  W.  died  in  his  tw'enty-tliird  year,  in 
1876,  and  two  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Pearson  was 


/JT  Hi/  -XHOTf  f H 


m) 


1 --  i/u'.'o  ?/‘i4  i‘;  Knoul.i/r  .(bux'^T 

O,!.  .«•«  .Wx...'..f,)  7/  :i/  liW  ,(v.i:u»o:,>  In^Al  '^j  i 

..  r.  _ll.tt...  ..  l ! Ik 


ai 


j,..iL  i-Prt  .Ja-isnrO  .tril-wit-'I/i  «di  W i .t  irrain 


,H  .«  ,7i  .tI78r  I’i 


[ •..  J ',  t'i  r.l'-i:  (V. 

JJUI •'  V;  '»Jt  ui  Ii'>j(VC>f<b9  boJii  no  ■ 

...I  ./  p,ir  -ciadof  !••  .u-qU 

v*!;!!  ‘f''*  ' '’rJV7C'  ‘'ll  il'iiltw  H i ^ 

,v. .'  ' 'i.'  lo  ,i!J  ’^ni'/lnsi'i  iiu  /;0  '''^*-5',  >liOW 
,i*i.  :.H  .-foivioff  • ■'<d''  ‘5»  oi 

, l,i  ^/.  ..■•  >■?  i-oi;  iri-mo'i  .a*/,/  i-'/.i''  y.9<iMO-^ 

..■'0>  r ri  v.l  -nn-^^Unm^^ 

l‘>a-w:'.-t  r.^iP  ^ll  ,‘i/i ' 

...J  iw.  /7,dl  M)  ii9j?’00t  f'rf!  ^qqi-{SRMT<[ 

.fnci  ,no.U:tTnK  Ji;  "‘>3 

hflp.  /nnoor)  ty-‘J  oJ  ' 

;!it  j:i  "f ’xia  qn  :fpo.‘  '•.♦li'  ni  bogC]^ 

<1^  ■'^fi/b'-  ■■■  '•<■’"  .bnf'  S3!  .yy.y-i'^iyA'tA  \o  yjisJ'd 

:.„.t  !.>••  . o.!  .•  ('vK.OOi  'o  !■  <’•'  --'nii  9/n.ja 

■..|i  .11  i.  •■'u  '''’''u-W  Ot  JnaVf 

!,:,<!  ,:)r,i^V  T..?  V'.-'KiiMid  yr;a«‘ni*m 

baf.  i.ofjn«i  i.iiAyS'^d  sniii 

:,iUI.4k:-  yiJ}  Mo'-.  ,SW0(  >iOuo  -^itisy.i'acioiBOi 

.lirjr.Ti  0.1  qiJ  buit  .noaI«iid'ji7'  li,  iMirif/ i oi  'ui.nu 
.(..ftoljj  r.y'Hij,  >?  aoi.qjeiiii  «:d  .<^881 

.>-[«  «aa  bin'.  .n,;;iaii.i3«»!;'-'*f!x  b-'y  fn  Ho’J  oori  - r.o-  >^H 
y^‘ri^K  ‘r/ti.yjitd  i-o 

f)a/;  y20ii3i  .'rdor.  vbon  o^l«  ! - 'Hq 

fi.  vld  '.o 

.foil,  -..iffJi-i  'i.hift,  JJiw  J9W  AiiA  yd 

'lilfftUtd  .iJOl;  ■>/  doiliVM>mO00!  »<l>  -yMniOHi 

lliY^  pHinaoiecn  eid  at  asfoa  odi  ^ 

lu  ti.n  .0C'O,£i%  d;iod«  oi  Jaooma  ' 

,7j!ro</.'>  ciojoinoH  If)  ymolil  wwW  «w 

,-.v'»l'>  V.)  ■Tvitta'  yiii  'C’f' ■ '■  'i^' 

j,  ;r.T  ■»  t'lM  I lutivY  3o  jU'.vfya  .a'y'f{><lxIo  • 

.(..Ai  .y.inrjoD  x''o'i  ic  ,dt/tna  .IC  ndoL  3o 

,]y  s.',HA  ,f.ol7  .-loyiJdl  U-'  jDBxb'J^m  «)  -V^  -H 
.i..ilij'T  3o  isuiiB'l  1'.  .boo-'d-iinH  3o  o3iw^  , 

U)  ,ifel.)«H  -TQqBiiT.  lo  ‘Au()  Si.-^nlL  ,(.d*^A  ,yiiJnoJ 
c ,uinaU  if  W'”)  «niuiri  .(yinnoO  afihi'R  | 
Lrif.  .'7  .r,T.odT-/yinnoO  5o  i«nus3  j 

itoiii  li.tfw  butod  ir.  c^vi  od))  .d  t 

•uix  l:Y58r  jOi  1*flit)  rtdid.')  Kybbi  ‘>di  , -I  .iffdqlt'bA 

rioMn  i '3o  i ♦f'yb/'b  Ho  W>{vm 

oi  ,iAor  hiblJ  Tiootf.'i  eui  ai  boiJi  . /f  'if  ,i.yioaw!7  , 
noJ-,*..)  I .ynnfilo. 


^sniw-icJ  pi  n-aw  Ik  7.. ) ‘IB  eid  <*t^dw  ,yjlwii 

u4  ,iXiM  «id  oi  Jaad  ^u)r.P  hH  .aiaax  wo} -u>} 
it  Iwxfwixi  aioyy  .pwi  l'K.(b(  .Htd  .yiiifJoO  biiisl 
^dj  id  Aidi  lo  byfio<{«)i>  OBla  <u(J  .yoslq  wdJoiJ*  k>1 

ROiib  Bflri  I'd?  U«T-fbi?iq  ,fn»f9Tov/1  lobfia 

oi  3|/iiWMU«  dsiiiyo  i j'iBi  ?:ul  HO,  £w»likoi 

Inyp'jj  diiw  rf-a  yJd:^  ,8«lOfl  T72 

-q^axu  »dl  dli<^  .(norbvlHfto  .-tbap  bno  «j*aibUi<d 

ui  bybis^i  9d  ;if)(iv.  ,fyiiuotii  iti.xja  ..lo  oolf 

Hvi!/  oi  ui  .}'9in/!tii  /»H  .yJ . ntoO  ooilol 

U'.U  Iw  yyft  i»!3  ,Obolrti>H  V.  .TKlxa  Xd>i.8-ti^. 
p.i  odw  ..H  i»m»y  liOiVtJ  v^oa  «ti>  n-rfbUflo  ids*® 
noo*.  Ufd  ,9Ubd.tia>a  ui  soiLiaei  woo 

•iiisT  iisifwjl  ni  ,;>H  Md. 

.Il4  xotJ  tiH  boa  -v?  'O/s-iisli^  , . j tuouBi'l 
3f,bq«a  odi  «*u»  o.oMo.iifiH  ,8iH  l*n«, 

ei  boB  ,7lI«oiiHoq  o ni  yd  iw®  .doicdO 

-mciq  ditd'w  tsiiiatu^voui  iiw  lo  loval  .pi  ylbebiovb, 
.9®,bboTt  od  thiil-fl  oi  yjiau;ntnoo  Pdi^ixifnad  oi 
oUinftOTVM  9di  lo  tednjoiLt  n ‘ii  aO'i'tml  .8  .?J  - 
bca  ..;liA  .biolitO  Ho  qitwiB'/I  A «7^I>aE8  lo  mid 


,.oU  /39y,«tJT  lo  ,.o^d  .'H  Ho 


*eb(X‘S  lo  e vtiho  modw  lo  dlod 

■ik'itJ  lu  ;r;<s/7  ylcj^  lo£i-BB3.  daidw' 

..uftoT  01  i'V'd  oH  xaunlaq 

E(  ciditrtO  buB  biorilnS  lb  flfXB  B ei  bna  ,028!^ 
eaiBilAlA  bftA  diiRv81*>'!?*-«iBUdiioi’)»£i-wiH) 

ni  03  b.^outoi  •Jwbol  odT  . vj'rAlJaaqaot 

.fi',«37q  libw  uoi,io«£iiioo  ni  .,boanal  tJd  oiod'W  .tStti 
labb  oo  WB7if  oti  eiJwy  uai  lol  bti»  <l®qeo^  SOj 
nT  '.di/fo8  ^tnodO  laqo^si-lM  i.u(>odi!.Vi_  ‘di  o* 
Oil  i«H  ..olA^'/intioO  tKiBjfoBb  ni 
Bd  olOdw  .yiwioO  i>,9b«lUT  0.1  bOYom  lrvo^ioi\^ 
ons.^Ah  '0  oS'B 

7ul  ioq',0)'  --Ai  lo  7«*iebiim  n nood  s*^*^®*^  .eiBt»y. 
' i«q  9(1, ( ^toflood  oliY^  bafl  qH  idsi®-^bi9Wi 

odv/l  .a  ^9batK>^  w^idido  spiv/ollul.odi  lopbift 

.{ii>^'r--09b'3  .A  .H  '.(eAKsT  di  ylim«l  « 

'jii  tj  B3  .0  ;-i  ,.T  H ylimola  lH 

. .ftttfoa  ,d*jiwdO  ik  ioofdqa  j«n.odtolC  to  lalw 
\ ldi  lo  .(«»»T  oi  .smbraw 

ftobbsd  ,m5*9T  ni  dotPdO  Inqoo8i<ia  IstbodiftK 
lo  oli'w)  ./»  fldhAM  ,(s«iaiial  :ci  1^^“'*';^ 
ob  orii)  a sidinvD  .(yJnwoo  eiiH  ip •.HOpnimi / 
j4iiH.ieo7  ylim»l  wd  .oiMV/  IlonBO  lo  «liw  b-x^o 
lo  .a  .a  Ip  siw)  '7  yi«lA  ,(^jqqi«f'tfwl'C,o* 


IZARD  COLNTY. 


'.m 


called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife  in 

1879,  she  having  been  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and,  in  ISSO, 
he  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  (Hancock)  McCollough, 
a daughter  of  Joel  and  Sarah  (Hall)  Hancock,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  Kentucky  and  South  Caro- 
lina. Mrs.  Pearson  was  reared  in  Ohio,  to  which 
State  her  father  was  taken  when  he  was  a small 
boy,  and  from  this  State  her  father  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  a farmer,  and  he  and  wife 
were  the  parents  of  the  children  whose  names  are 
here  given;  Robert  T.  (of  Ohio),  L.  B. , J.  K., 
J.  H. , J.  B. , J.  R.,  Harriet  (wife  of  Ezra  Clark, 
of  Indiana),  and  Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  Pearson).  Mr. 
Hancock  died  in  1803,  and  his  wife  in  1875,  both 
being  earnest  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  at  the  time  of  their  deaths.  Mrs.  Pearson 
was  first  man’ied,  in  1848,  to  Aaron  Michael,  in 
Ohio,  soon  afterward  emicrrating  to  Arkansas,  and 
settling  in  Jackson  County,  where  Mr.  Michael 
died,  in  1857.  In  1874  Mrs.  Michael  w'as  united 
in  marriage  w'ith  William  McCollough,  who  died  in 
1878.  He  was  a Confederate  soldier,  and  was  with 
Price  on  his  last  raid  through  Missouri.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  belonged  to 
the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  Since  1884  Mr.  Pearson  has 
been  a licensed  minister  of  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian Church,  with  which  church  he  united  in 

1880.  While  residing  in  Mississippi,  in  1868,  he 
became  a licensed  minister  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Politically,  he  is  a Democrat. 
Mrs.  Pearson  has  in  her  possession  a bed-spread, 
with  a double-woven  top,  in  blue  and  white,  and 
on  the  under  side  is  the  year  (1837)  in  which  it 
was  woven,  and  also  the  name  of  the  weaver,  she 
having  herself  spun  the  thread,  of  which  the  bed- 
spread was  made,  when  a girl. 

James  Perrin  is  one  of  the  wealthy  agricult- 
urists of  this  region,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the 
owner  of  a fine  tract  of  land  consisting  of  900 
acres,  of  which  there  are  about  100  acres  under 
cultivation,  all  being  the  result  of  his  euergv,  de- 
termination  and  attention  to  details.  He  was  born 
in  Lexington,  Ky. , Decemlier  1,  1844,  but  was  ed- 
ucated in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  to  which 
place  his  parents  moved  at  an  early  date.  He  was 


there  also  married,  his  wife  being  a Miss  Ellen 
Street,  and  a daughter  of  William  and  Anna  Street, 
their  nuptials  being  celebrated  on  the  2d  of  5Iarch. 
1809,  at  Batesville.  To  them  were  born  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  the  following  of  whom  are 
living;  Jessamine,  Claud  B. , Horace,  and  William 
F.,  all  residing  at  home.  During  the  rebellion 
Mr.  Perrin  served  in  the  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry 
from  1 862  to  1865,  the  first  hard  battle  in  which 
he  participated  being  at  Helena.  After  his  return 
home  he  engaged  in  grist- milling,  and  now  in  ad- 
dition to  his  farm  work  he  is  furnishing  railroad 
timber  supplies,  such  as  telegraph  poles  and  ties. 
He  and  wife  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  are  worthy  and  honored  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  is  one  of  three  surviving  members  of  a family  of 
two  sons  and  three  daughter's  born  to  the  marriage 
of  David  Perrin  and  Nancy  M.  Baldwin,  the 
former  a native  of  Michigan,  born  in  1786.  He 
was  also  educated  in  that  State,  but  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  was  there  married,  his  wife  being  a sister  of 
Rev.  S.  D.  Baldwin,  who  was  the  author  of  the 
“Baldwin’s  Prophecy,”  and  was  pastor  of  the  Me - 
Kendry  Church  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  5Ir.  Perrin 
was  a millwright  by  trade,  and  was  a member  of 
the  Masonic  lodge,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
on  the  2d  of  April,  1869,  he  was  buried  with  Ma- 
sonic honors  in  the  cemetery  at  Batesville.  He  re 
moved  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  where  he  had 
resided  for  sometime,  to  Arkansas,  in  1850’.  settling 
near  Batesville,  where  he  erected  the  first  bridge 
ever  built  over  Polk  Bayou.  His  wife  died  May 
28,  1877,  both  being  members  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Judge  R.  H.  Powell,  Melbourne,  Ark.,  is  one 
of  whom  it  can  be  said; 

“ With  an  equal  scale 

He  weighs  the  affairs  betwixt  man  and  man." 

He  is  a prominent  man  of  Northern  Arkansas, 
and  judge  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Sussex  County,  Va. . on  the  Sth 
of  April,  1827,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Thomas  P and 
Jane  P.  (Roland)  Powell,  both  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  the  former  born  in  1803  and  the  latter 
in  1806.  The  father  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and 
was  reared  and  married  in  his  native  State.  H<‘ 
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moved  to  Tennessee  in  1832,  settling  in  Bedford 
County,  and  v.'as  a very  successful  tiller  of  the 
soil,  being  the  owner  of  about  thirty  negroes,  and 
some  fifteen  or  tw'enty  held  hands.  He  was  a 
'Whig,  and  a very  decided  partisan,  although  he 
never  held  office.  He  split  off  from  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  1834  and  joined  w’ith  the  Clay  fac- 
tion. His  first  Whig  vote  was  cast  for  Hugh  L. 
White  and  Baily  Peyton.  He  bade  a tinal  adieu 
to  this  world  in  1853,  and  died  as  he  had  lived,  an 
honored,  upright  citizen,  one  universally  respected. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a mem- 
ber. She  died  in  1840  or  1841.  To  their  mar- 
riasre,  which  occurred  in  1824,  were  born  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  and  eight 
still  survive;  Dr.  R.  J.  (resides  in  Izard  County), 
R.  H.  (subject).  Mary  A.  (wife  of  Dan  Morten,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Tennessee),  Martha  H.  (wife  of 
J.  W.  Nailer,  resides  in  Tennessee).  Margaret  V. 
(wife  of  S.  H.  Winston,  resides  in  Stone  County, 
Ark.),  Miranda  (wife  of  James  McCuistion,  resides 
in  Izard  County),  W.  S.  (deceased),  Sarah  J. 
(widow  of  Dr.  David  Deason,  resides  in  Tennessee), 
and  Harriet  T.  (v/ife  of  Town  Scruggs,  resides  at 
Bell  Buckle,  Tenn. ).  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
these  children,  Robert  Powell,  was  a native  of 
Virerinia,  and  was  a bov  at  the  surrender  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  but  was  present  on  that  auspicious  oc- 
casion. The  youth  of  Judge  R.  H.  Powell  was 
passed  in  laboring  on  his  father’s  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  subscription  schools.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Salem 
Academy,  remained  there  but  three  or  four  months 
and  then  engaged  in  teaching  school,  which  pro- 
fession he  followed  until  about  twenty-eight  years 
of  age.  He  then  attended  law  school  at  Lebanon, 
Tenn.,  under  Judge  Abram  Caruthers  and  Judge 
Greene,  and  after  passing  a very  rigid  examina- 
tion received  his  license.  He  subsequently  com- 
menced practicing  at  Louisburg,  Marshall  County, 
Tenn.  (1855),  and  there  remained  until  i860, 
being  first  a partner  of  Gideon  B.  Black,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  later  a partner  of  James  H.  Thomas, 
of  Columbia.  In  1860  he  came  to  Bate.sville,  Ark., 
remained  there  but  a short  time,  and  then  moved 


to  Izard  County,  in  186].  He  was  first  married  to 
Miss  Jane  Temple,  in  June,  1849,  and  the  fruits 
of  this  union  were  six  children,  who  lived  to  be  \ 
grown:  Dr.  Dempsey  T.  (resides  at  Thayer,  Mo., 
and  is  an  assi.stant  surgeon  of  the  Kansas  & Mis- 
souri Railroad),  Robert  T.  ( attorney  at  Greenwood,  \ 
Ark.),  Nancy  J. , iMary  W.  (wife of  John  W.  Woods,  I 
who  is  an  attorney  in  Melbourne;,  Henrv  Lee  (wife 

^ V • . j 

of  Ewing  Kennard,who  is  a druggist  at  La  Crosse),  ! 
and  William  W.  (an  attorney).  In  1862  Judge 
Powell  joined  Company  B,  Freeman’s  battalion, 
Shaler’s  company,  and,  although  entering  the  ' 
ranks  as  a private,  he  was  afterward  elected  by 
his  company  to  the  position  of  first  lieutenant,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  December,  1863.  ^ 

He  was  taken  prisoner  near  Batesville,  and  was 
sent  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.  At  the  time  he  was  taken  ' 
prisoner  he  had  been  assigned  to  duty  as  commis- 
sary and  quartermaster,  by  Gen.  Price,  and  had  ■ 
in  his  possession  some  valuable  papers  and  about 
^■1,500.  The  United  States  forces  secured  the 
papers  but  failed  to  get  the  money.  Mrs.  i 
Montgomerv'  (sister  of  Capt.  James  Ruther- 
ford, of  Batesville)  managed  to  slip  the  money 
from  the  outside  pocket  of  his  overshirt,  and 
sent  it  to  Col.  Freeman.  After  being  sent  to  ' 
Little  Rock,  he.  was  shortly  afterward  removed  to  i 
St.  Louis  and  quartered  in  the  McDowell  Col-  | 
lege,  in  Februaiy,  1864.  The  following  April  he 
was  removed  to  Johnson’s  Island,  and  was  there 
retained  until  the  9th  of  January,  1865.  On  the 
29th  of  the  following  month  he  was  exchansred  and 
then  came  home  on  a sixty  days’  leave  of  absence, 
and  had  started  back  to  rejoin  his  command,  when 
he  heard  of  Gen.  Lee’s  surrender.  He  surrendered 
at  Jacksonport  on  the  5th  of  June,  1865,  and  after 
^ returning  home  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  continued  until  1866.  He  then  began 
practicing  his  profession  in  this  and  surroiinding 
; counties.  In  1862  Judge  Powell  was  elected  to 
represent  his  county  in  the  legislature,  and  this 
was  the  first  legislature  that  met  after  the  seces- 
! sion  of  the  State.  In  1866  he  was  elected  judge  of 
I this,  then  the  Seventh  circuit,  and  served  until 
; after  the  reconstruction  of  1868,  when  he  was  dis- 
I franchised.  From  1868  to  1874  he  was  interested 
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in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  followed  this  business 
in  La  Crosse,  Lunenburg  and  Newburg,  Izard 
County,  and  at  Paraquet  Bluff.  Independence 
County.  He  lost  his  wife  in  1870.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
In  1873  the  Judge  wedded  Mrs.  Harriet  Herbert 
(nee  Harris),  and  tsvo  children  were  the  result  of 
this  union,  both  of  whom  died  while  small.  Mrs. 
Powell  died  in  1876.  She  was  also  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Judge 
Powell  was  again  married  in  IS  iS  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Davidson,  widow  of  Dr.  Davidson.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Gardner,  and  she  was  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee. Two  children  were  born  to  the  last  union: 
Guy  and  Ruth  H.  In  1874  Judge  Powell  attend- 
ed strictly  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
for  four  years  remained  thus  engaged.  In  1878 
he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Third  circuit,  and  tilled 
that  position  until  1887,  when  there  was  a division 
in  the  circuit,  and  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Fourteenth  judicial  circuit.  He  has  been  judge 
ever  since  1878  (now  twelve  years)  without  any  in- 
termission, and  his  term  expires  in  1890.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Blue  Lodge, 
R.  A.  C. , and  Council,  and  is  also  a Knight  Templar. 
He  is  a straight  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South. 

William  M.  Ray  removed  from  his  native  State 
of  Tennessee  (he  being  a native  of  Bedford  County, 
born  in  1838),  to  Independence  County,  Ark.,  in 
1858,  and  purchased  and  entered  the  land  on  which 
he  is  now  residing,  which  comprises  300  acres,  100 
acres  being  under  cultivation.  The  tillable  por- 
tion of  his  land  he  devotes  principally  to  cotton,  corn 
and  small  grain,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducts his  farm  shows  him  to  be  well  posted  on  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  work.  He  was  reared, 
educated  and  married  in  his  native  State,  the  latter 
event  taking  place  in  1850,  and  being  to  Miss 
Nancy  J.  Holland,  a daughter  of  William  Holland. 
Seven  of  their  nine  children  survive:  Alexander, 
Joseph  R.,  George  F.,  Sarah  J. , James,  William 
M.  and  Dorinda.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  ho  is  an  .active  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  During  the  Civil  War  he 


espoused  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  and  served 
in  the  infantry  and  cavalry  for  about  six  months 
during  1802.  His  parents,  Alexander  and  Isabella 
(Scott)  Ray,  w'ere  born  in  North  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nessee, respectively,  and  were  m.arried  in  the  lat- 
ter State,  in  1810,  to  which  State  he  came  with  his 
parents,  when  near  twenty-six  years  of  age.  He 
was  badly  crippled  when  about  twenty  years  of 
age  by  white  swelling,  but  notwithstanding  this 
drawback  he  became  (j^uite  well-to-do,  and  was  the 
owmer  of  240  acres  of  land  in  Tennessee.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  himself  and  wife,  only  one 
is  now  living,  William  M. , our  subject.  He  died 
in  Tennessee,  July  30,  1850,  his  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Scott,  of  Tennessee,  dying  at  the 
age  of  thiity-tive  years. 

T.  H.  Ray  is  a Tennesseean,  born  in  IVayne 
County  on  the  10th  of  March,  1849,  his  father,  E. 
W.  Ray,  being  born  in  Warren  County  of  that 
State,  in  1812.  He  was  reared,  educated  and 
married  there,  the  latter  event  being  to  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Ford  of  the  same  State.  Of  four  sons  born 
to  them,  two  are  still  living,  and  both  reside  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas.  E.  W.  Ray  was  a fairly  suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  died  in  the  "Lone  Star- 
State”  in  1881,  his  wife  having  died  in  Tennessee 
in  1855.  Mr.  Ray  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Ar- 
kansas in  1800,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  and 
that  of  his  wife  they  were  members  of  the  Presbv- 
terian  and  Methodist  Churches,  respectively.  T. 
H.  Ray  was  educated  in  Flat  Woods,  Tenn.,  but 
after  reaching  manhood  was  married  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Moser,  she  being  a 
native  of  the  State,  and  their  union  was  consum- 
mated on  April  11,  1809.  Of  a family  of  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  them,  there  are 
but  six  children  living,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home: 
Mary  F.,  Ida  T..  Henry  J.,  Oscar  H. , Lemon  B. 
and  Delbert  A.  iMr.  Ray  has  been  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  farming  from  earliest  boyhood, 
learning  the  details  of  the  work  from  his  father, 
who  was  an  enterprising  agriculturist.  He  owns 
an  excellent  farm  in  Dry  Town  Township,  compris- 
ing 124  acres,  of  which  about  ninety  are  under  culti- 
vation. He  has  always  been  found  ready  and  will- 
ing to  support  enterprises  of  a worthy  charactiw. 
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and  as  a citizen  and  neighbor,  is  highly  esteemed 
and  respected.  His  wife  is  a communicant  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

K.  \V.  Rector,  farmer,  Arkansas.  No  worthy 
reference  to  agricultural  affairs  of  this  county 
would  be  complete  w ithout  mention  of  Mr.  Rector, 
among  others  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  for,  al- 
though young  in  years,  he  has  already  attained  an 
enviable  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  farmers.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Izard  County,  his  birth  occur- 
ring on  the  farm  w’here  he  now  resides,  in  1858, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  J.  W.  and  Ann  E.  (Cooper  ) 
Rector,  natives  of  Kentucky.  J.  W.  Rector  came 
to  Arkansas  in  1852,  settled  in  Izard  County,  on 
the  place  where  his  son,  K.  W.,  now  resides,  and 
tilled  the  soil  for  many  years.  He  was  at  one 
time  surveyor  of  the  county.  During  the  late  war 
he  was  a lieutenant  in  Capt.  Cook's  company,  and 
served  four  years,  participating  in  a number  of 
battles  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
where  he  was  on  duty  apart  of  the  time.  He  sur- 
rendered at  Jacksonport,  Ark.,  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1865,  after  which  he  immediately  came  home,  and 
engaged  in  farming  to  replenish  his  fortune,  near- 
ly all  of  which  had  been  lost  during  the  war.  He 
owned,  at  the  breaking  out  of  strife,  quite  a num- 
ber of  negroes,  and  a large  number  of  stock  of  all 
kinds,  which  he  lost.  He  was  also  the  owner  of 
about  800  acres  of  land.  This  was  a very  thinly 
settled  country  when  he  first  located  here,  and  he 
suffered  many  inconveniences,  his  nearest  neighbor 
being  about  five  or  six  miles  distant,  and  the  near- 
est mill  ten  miles  away.  After  the  war  he  filled 
the  office  of  supervisor,  or  county  judge,  which 
position  he  occupied  only  one  term.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1850,  and  to  him  and  wife  were  born  nine 
children,  eight  now  living;  J.  M.  (resides  in  this 
county),  Mrs.  Mary  Richardson,  G.  S.  1 resides 
in  this  county).  Miss  Ellen  J.  (resides  in  Van 
Buren  County),  K.  W.,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Sheid  (re- 
sides in  Texas),  J.  L.  (resides  in  this  county), 
Nancy  E.  (makes  her  home  with  her  father,  in 
Texas)  and  Joseph  I.  (with  his  father).  J.  W. 
Rector  moved  to  Texas  in  January,  1885,  and 
bought  land  in  Palo  Pinto  County.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  wife  are 


members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  born  on 
the  3d  of  December,  1826,  anel  Mrs.  Rector  was 
born  on  the  30th  of  August,  1830.  Both  are  en- 
joying good  health,  and  bid  fair  to  live  many 
years.  At  the  age  of  twenty  one  years  K.  W. 
Rector  began  life  for  himself  by  farming,  and  this 
occupation  he  has  since  followed.  He  was  mar- 
ried. on  the  25th  of  September.  1870,  to  Miss 
Martha  C.  Bigham,  of  this  county,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  five  children;  Margaret  E.,  born 
September  12.  1880;  Samuel  B. , born  September 
15,  1882;'  Effie  J.,  born  March  8,-  1884;  Joseph 
L.,  born  March  3,  1886,  and  Rufus  S. , born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1888.  Mr.  Rector  started  life  with  little 
capital,  but  with  the  assistance  of  his  life  companion 
is  now  the  owner  of  about  400  acres  of  land  in  one 
tract,  and  w’ith  fifty  or  sixty  in  another,  consider- 
able stock,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
the  county.  He  has  about  145  acres  under  culti- 
vation, with  good  buildings,  outhouses,  etc.  Mrs. 
Rector  in  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanah 
(Woods)  Bigham,  natives  of  Tennessee,  who  came 
to  this  county  at  an  early  day.  and  here  reared  a 
family  of  four  children,  three  now  living;  James 
W.,  Mary  B. , Mrs.  Martha  Rector  (wife  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  Ersulla  C.  (wife  of  Rufus 
Landers).  Mr.  Bigham  was  killed  during  Gen. 
Price’s  raid  through  ilissouri,  in  1864.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Bigham 
w'as  married  the  second  time,  in  1867,  to  Joseph 
H.  Russell  [see  sketch],  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rector 
are  both  church  members,  he  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  she  of  the  Christian.  In 
politics,  he  is  Democratic.  Mr.  Rector  is  a man 
who  is  in  favor  of  all  public  improvements,  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  educational  matters. 

William  S.  Richardson  is  one  of  the  oldest 
pioneers  of  Izard  County,  and  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford County,  Mo.,  in  1828,  being  a son  of  Joshua 
and  Mary  (Stafford)  Richardson,  who  were  from  the 
State  of  Maine.  The  father  removed  to  Missouri 
about  1816,  and  entered  land  in  Crawford  County, 
the  country  at  that  time  being  in  a very  wild  and 
unsettled  condition  and  thinly  inhabited.  Here  he 
was  married  in  1827,  and  made  his  home  until 
1844,  when  he  moved  to  the  farm  in  New  Ho)>e 
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Township,  Izard  County.  Ark.,  on  which  his  son, 
William  S.,  is  now  residing,  and  here  he  passed 
away  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  his 
wife  havincr  died  in  ^Missouri  in  1836.  Of  six  chil- 
dren  born  to  this  union  only  William  S.  is  now  liv- 
ing, and  after  the  mother's  death  iSlr.  Richardson 
married  a second  time,  his  wife  being  a Mrs.  Sarah 
Romine  (nee  Barley),  who  bore  him  eleven  chil- 
dren, the  following  of  whom  are  living:  Alex., 

James  C.,  Francis  R.,  ^lartha  (wife  of  James  Stub 
blefield),  Nancy  (wife  of  James  Smith).  Sarah  (wife 
of  Richard  .White),  and  Wilmoth  (wife  of  John 
Smith).  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
1872,  and  both  she  and  the  first  Mrs.  Richardson 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
although  Mr.  Richardson  was  a minister  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  AVilliam  S. 
Richardson  was  reared  on  a farm  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  Izard  County,  and  after  at- 
taining his  majority  he  began  farming  for  himself 
on  his  own  land  in  Izard  County.  When  the  war 
broke  out  he  dropped  his  farming  implements  to 
engage  in  the  struggle  between  the  North  and 
South,  and  joined  the  Union  forces  at  Rolla.  Mo., 
enlisting  in  Company  G,  Phelps’  regiment  of  Mis- 
souri Volunteers,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  en- 
tered the  Missouri  State  service  for  six  months.  In 
1865  he  returned  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
after  serving  for  some  time  as  first  lieutenant  of 
his  company,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain, and  held  this  office  until  his  company  was 
disbanded.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge, 
and  at  this  engagement  had  a brother  killed. 
After  the  war  he  served  as  courier  for  the  Freed - 
men’s  Bureau,  in  Izard  County,  for  some  time. 
After  his  return  home  he  found  nothing  left  to 
show  for  his  early  toil,  except  his  land,  all  his  per- 
sonal property  having  been  destroyed,  but  he  im- 
mediately resumed  his  farming  operations,  and  has 
since  increased  his  acreage  from  160  to  270.  a large 
portion  of  which  he  has  under  cultivation.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a liberal 
contributor  to  all  charitable  enterprises,  educa- 
tional and  otherwise,  and  he  belongs  to  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M.  He  and  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1851, 
and  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  AVells,  are 


members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  of  a family  of  tw'elve  children  born  to  them 
they  have  reared  five:  .A.lex.  S.,  Fannie  J.  (wife  of 
John  Largeant),  Ellen,  Emma,  Nettie  A^..  Catherine 
(the  deceased  wdfe  of  James  B.  Byrd),  and  Alartha 
(the  deceased  wife  of  John  Fuller). 

Joab  AI.  Rodgers,  a prosperous  farmer  of  this 
region,  was  born  in  Georgia,  in  1854.  and  is  a son 
of  Avery  Rodgers  who  was  a Tennesseean,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  latter  was  married  to 
Aliss  Polly'  A.  AIcCullum,  a daughter  of  Joab  Ale- 
Cullum,  their  union  taking  place  about  1840.  and 
to  their  marriage  the  following:  children  have  been 
born:  AAdlliam,  John  B. , Alary  A..  Sallie  E.  and 
Joab  AI.  Avery'  Rodgers  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army'  in  1861.  serving  in  the  infantry,  and 
was  killed  in  1863.  In  1867  his  wife  married 
AA’illiam  Anderson,  of  Georgia,  by  whom  she  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children:  Hardy  L. , 
Doney  and  Clinton,  and  in  1870  they  moved  to 
Izard  County,.  Ark. . and  are  here  now  living,  both 
being  consistent  members  of  the  Alethodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.  Joab  Rodgers,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  w’as  married  to  Aliss  Sarah  AI. 
AV ethers,  of  Dade  County'.  Ga..  in  1873,  she  be- 
ing a daughter  of  Johnsey  AA'etbers,  and  four 
daughters  and  three  sons  have  been  the  result  of 
their  union:  Effie,  Leter  P..  Veronia,  Hattie  B., 
AVard  J. , Garland  and  Benjamin.  Air.  Rodgers 
removed  with  his  mother  and  step  father  to  Arkan- 
sas, in  1870,  but  since  his  marx’iacre  has  been  doing: 
for  himself,  and  by  industry,  economy  and  good 
management,  he  has  become  the  owner  of  112 
acres  of  land,  forty-six  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation and  well  improved.  He  built  a commodi- 
ous and  substantial  residence  in  1888,  has  a hne 
fruit  orchard,  and  in  connection  with  his  farming 
he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  to  some  extent.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Reuben  Rogers  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  1829,  his  parents.  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Hicks)  Rogers,  being  natives  of  Alabama  and 
Tennessee,  respectively,  the  former’s  birth  occur- 
ring in  1795.  He  w'as  familiar  with  the  duties  of 
farm  life  from  earliest  boyhood,  and  in  1831  was 
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married  to  Miss  Hicks, ' by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children:  Reuben,  John.  Peter,  Allie, 
Sarah  and  Ada.  From  Tennessee  Mr.  Rogers  re- 
moved to  Independence  County.  Ark. , in  1843, 
where  his  death  occurred  the  following  year,  he 
being  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  that 
time.  His  widow  married  Henry  Newman,  of  In- 
dependence County,  in  1845,  and  to  them  three 
children  were  born:  Henry  N. , Matilda  and  Annie 
E.,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Izard  County.  They 
own  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  both  are  members 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Reuben 
Rorrers  was  married  to  Miss  Nancv  Newman  in 
1809,  a daughter  of  Henry  Newman  by  his  former 
wife,  and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two 
children:  William  R.  and  Reuben  F.  In  1854, 
becoming  possessed  with  the  “gold  fever,”  Mr. 
Rogers  took  the  overland  route  to  California,  to 
seek  his  fortune,  and  like  a great  many  others  in 
those  days,  failed  to  find  it  and  returned  to 
Arkansas  in  1808.  After  living  on  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Independence  County,  until  1870,  he 
moved  to  Izard  County,  and  purchased  the  place 
where  he  is  now  living,  consisting  of  100  acres,  a 
portion  of  which  is  mountainous,  and  is  finely 
adapted  to  grazing.  The  rest  is  in  the  valley  and 
about  fifty  acres  are  under  cultivation,  well  w'atered 
and  improved  with  good  buildings,  orchards,  etc. 
He  and  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church  for  a number  of  years, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  men  who  has  assisted  largely 
in  making  Izard  County  the  fine  agricultural  re- 
gion which  it  now  is.  Mr.  Rogers  is  a severe  suf- 
ferer from  cancer  of  the  stomach. 

Joseph  Ruminer  was  born  on  Blue  Grass  soil, 
in  Hickman  County,  June  22,  1835,  his  father, 
John  Ruminer,  having  been  born  in  Bedford  Coun- 
ty, Tenn. , in  1809.  The  latter  was  educated  in 
his  native  State  and  county,  and  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Harris,  who  was  a Kentuckian, 
their  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  only  one,  Joseph,  being  now  alive. 
Mr.  Ruminer  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1802,  was  the  owner  of 
seventy-seven  acres  of  land.  He  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  two  terms,  and  was  a man 


whom  all  respected  and  esteemed.  His  wife,  who 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

; died  the  same  year  as  himself,  but  a few  months 
: afterward.  Joseph  Ruminer  received  a very  lim- 
ited education  in  his  youth,  but  this  defect  he  has 
' remedied  in  a great  measure  by  reading  and  con- 
j ducting  the  business  affairs  of  life.  After  reach- 
! ing  manhood,  he  was  married  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1859,  to  Miss  Sarah  Coalson,  whose  birth 
I occurred  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Although 
the  family  born  to  them  consisted  of  ten  children, 
only  five  are  now  living:  Mary  E.,  ^amuel  R., 

Sheffield,  Robert  and  Harris  II.  Mr.  Ruminer  is 
a successful  agriculturist,  and  his  farm  consisting 
■ of  308  acres  is  one  of  the  best  in  tlie  county,  with 
' about  seventy-five  acres  under  the  plotv  and  twenty 
acres  cleared  of  w'ood  and  brush,  with  which  it 
abounded.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  some 
forty  acres,  but  as  can  be  seen  he  has  been  remark- 
: ably  successful,  and  now  ranks  among  the  first 
< farmers  of  the  county.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  in 
1803,  and  his  first  hard  fight  was  at  Helena.  He 
was  a member  of  Dobbins'  regiment,  but  when  the 
rest  went  to  Jacksonport  to  surremler  he  returned 
home.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  he 
and  wife  worship  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church. 

J.  H.  Russell,  farmer,  Melbourne,  Ark.  Mr. 
Russell  is  one  more  of  the  many  residents  of  Izard 
County,  Ark.,  who  were  originally  from  Bedford 
County,  Tenn.,  and  w'ho,  since  their  residence  in 
this  State,  have  become  leading  men  in  whatever 
calling  in  life  their  tendencies  have  led  them.  Mr. 
i Russell  was  born  in  1821  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
D.  ami  Mary  (Hightower)  Russell,  natives,  respect 
i ively,  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The 
father  was  born  in  1777  and  the  mother  in  1800. 
They  were  married  in  Hickman  County,  Tenn.. 
about  1820,  and  afterward  removed  to  Bedford 
Coimty,  of  the  same  State,  where  they  remained 
until  1829.  They  then  located  in  Scott  County, 
Mo.,  and  after  stopping  there  for  several  years 
went  to  Webster  County,  of  the  same  State,  and 
i here  the  father  passed  his  last  days,  his  death 
occurring  in  1847.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
a lady  whose  name  is  not  remembered,  and  by  her 
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became  the  father  of  two  chihlren;  William  B. 
and  Daniel  D.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Miss 
Mary  Hightower,  he  became  the  father  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown:  J.  H. , 

subject  of  sketch;  Louis,  was  killed  during  the 
war  with  Mexico  and  after  beinc;  discharg-ed,  it  is 

O I 

supposed  by  Indians;  Louisa  (deceased),  was  the 
wife  of  John  Cox,  the  family  living  in  Missouri;  ' 
John  M*.  (deceased),  whose  family  reside  in  Fulton 
County,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  -Rus-  ' 
sell  died  in  Kentucky,  in  1827,  while  Mr.  Russell  ' 
was  on  his  way  to  Missouri.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Russell  was  also 
a member  until  about  six  or  eight  years  before  his 
death,  when  he  joined  the  Christian  Church  and 
died  a member  of  the  same.  He  was  a school 
teacher,  farmer,  and  also  a carpenter,  but  followed 
the  teacher’s  profession  principally  after  reaching 
mature  years.  He  was  an  old  line  Whig,  but  not 
active  in  politics.  He  was  well-to-do  while  living 
in  Tennessee,  but  lost  nearly  all  he  had  by  going 
security  for  his  friends.  J.  H.  Russell  had  very 
poor  chances  for  an  early  education,  but  this  he 
made  up  to  a great  extent  by  observation  and  read- 
ing. In  1862  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  settled  in 
Izard  County,  and  still  continued  to  till  the  soil, 
the  occupation  he  had  followed  while  living  in 
Missouri.  While  residing  in  Howell  County,  of  that 
State,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  three  to  organ- 
ize the  county,  and  served  as  county  judge,  being 
elected  to  that  position  afterward  (or  one  of  the 
associate  justices),  and  was  once  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  of  his  township.  He  was  first  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sweet,  of  North  Carolina.  His 
second  marriage  was  in  1807,  to  Mrs.  Susanah  (Big- 
'ham)  Woods,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who  bore  him 
one  child,  Margaret  L.,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Russell  was  the  mother  of  four  children  by 
her  first  marriage  (three  now  living):  James  (de- 

ceased), Mary  E.  (at  home),  Martha  C.  (wife  of  K. 
W.  Rector),  and  Ursula  C.  (wife  of  G.  R.  Lan- 
ders). Mr.  Russell  has  one  son;  his  name  is 
Robert  F.  He  is  now  in  his  twenty-third  year. 
At  the  time  of  the  Mexican  War  Mr.  Russell  joined 
the  army  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  but  the  company  was 
not  received,  although  ho  was  very  anxious  to  go, 


and  had  hired  a man  to  run  his  farm.  He  was 
suffering  with  poor  health  during  (he  late  war. 
He  bought  400  acres  of  land  in  Izard  County,  in 

1868,  and  resides  on  that  farm  at  present.  There 
were  about  forty  acres  improved  at  that  time,  and 
he  now  has  135  acre.?  under  a fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. with  good  buildings,  barns,  etc.  He  and  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  was  originally  a Whig. 

W.  E.  Sanders,  M.  D. , of  Oxford,  Ark.,  was 
born  in  the  “ Palmetto  State”  in  1846,  and  is  one 
of  six  living  members  of  a family  of  seven  children 
born  to  the  marriage  of  Dr.  W.  R.  and  F.  H. 
(Simons)  Sanders,  the  former  of  whom  removed  to 
Georgia  in  1851.  He  was  a graduate  of  the 
Charleston  (S.  C. ) Medical  College  in  1838,  and 
was  an  extensive  and  successful  physician.  He 
was  married  in  1839,  and  died  in  1853.  being  a 
member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  a Democrat.  His  wife  died  in 

1869,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Dr.  W.  E. 
Sanders  attended  the  graded  school  of  Newman, 
Ga. , up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  fourteen  years  and  eleven  months, 
he  joined  Company  E,  Twentieth  Alabama  Infan- 
try, and  was  an  active  participant  in  forty-six  hotly 
contested  engagemeirts,  among  which  were  Baker’s 
Creek,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain.  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Raymond,  Dalton,  Vicksburg,  and  was 
in  all  the  battles  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  At 
the  battle  of  Franklin  he  'was  wounded  bv  a bav- 
onet,  while  he  and  his  comrades  were  trying  to  take 
possession  of  the  Federals’  ditch.  Thirty  davs 
afterward  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
although  he  had  not  fully  recovered  from  his 
wmund.  He  surrendered  at  Greensboro,  N,  C. 
He  served  as  a private,  and  on  five  different  occa- 
sions, when  the  color  bearer  was  shot.  Dr.  Sanders 
carried  the  colors  of  his  regiment  out  of  the  en- 
giigemeuts.  and  was  offered  the  position  of  color 
l>earer  by  his  colonel,  but  declined,  saying  he  would 
rather  carry  a gun.  After  his  return  home  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  for  some  time 
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before  entering  college  be  was  engaged  in  practic- 
ing, and  was  well  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
physician  from  the  fact  that  his  father  and  all  his 
brothers  were  practicing  physicians.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  entered  the  Medical  University 
at  New  Orleans,  but  at  the  end  of  one  term  en- 
tered the  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  gradu- 
ating therefrom  in  ISCS,  and  immediately  began 
practicing  in  Clinton,  Ala.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  he  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Texas,  and 
three  years  later  settled  in  Independence  County, 
Ark.  In  1878  became  to  his  present  location,  and 
the  same  year  opened  a mercantile  establishment 
in  Union,  Fulton  County,  Ark.,  but  removed  his 
goods  to  this  county  in  1884,  and  formed  a part- 
nership with  J.  E.  Ford.  This  partnership  was 
dissolved  in  1888,  and  the  Doctor  has  since  been 
connected  with  E.  S.  Pearson,  the  style  of  the 
firm  being  Sanders  & Pearson.  They  are  doing  a 
prosperous  business,  and  fully  deserve  the  patron- 
age which  they  are  receiving,  for  they  are  honest 
and  upright  in  all  their  dealings,  and  are  accom- 
modating and  agreeable  gentlemen.  The  Doctor 
was  married,  in  1876,  to  Mrs.  Addie  Hodges,  of 
Independence  County,  but  a native  of  Tennessee, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children : Mary 

A.,  William  C. , Edward  C.  and  Kittie.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Sanders  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a Democrat  politically.  He 
is  now  examining  physician  for  the  Pension  Bureau,  ' 
and  a thoroughly  reliable,  successful  physician. 

• Dr.  Joseph  A.  Schenck  is  a leading  physician  I 
of  Calico  Rock,  and  in  connection  with  his  prac- 
tice is  also  engaged  in  merchandising.  He  was 
born  in  Owen  County,  Ky. , in  1847,  and  is  a son 
of  Julius  P.  and  America  (Applegate)  Schenck, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father  was  a captain 
on  a steamboat  plying  between  Cincinnati  and  New 
Orleans,  and  he  was  also  engaged  in  farming  and 
merchandising,  following  the  latter  occupation  in 
Vevay,  Ihd.,  while  at  work  on  the  river.  He 
owned  a one-half  interest  in  the  “Switzerland,” 
which  was  the  name  of  his  boat,  the  other  half 
being  owned  by  Jesse  Teets,  and  they  were  also 
the  proprietors  of  several  other  boats  which  plied 


$ r~ 


on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Government  during  the  war.  He  died  in 
1862.  leaving  his  family  well  provided  for,  but 
during  the  war  much  of  their  property  was  lost. 
He  was  married  about  1842,  and  he  and  wife  be- 
came the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living:  J.  P.,  who  is  a merchant  of  Worthville. 
Ky. ; Della,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Costillo.  resides 
in  Kansas;  -4my  is  the  wife  of  James  Grubbs,  a 
telegraph  operator,  and  J.  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Mrs.  Schenck  died  in  1887.  havincr 
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been  a worthy  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
for  many  years,  her  husband  being  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a Democrat  politi- 
cally, and  belonged  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Dr.  Joseph 
A.  Schenck  received,  his  early  schooling  in  Vevay, 
Ind.,  and  in  1873  he  took  his  first  medical  lectures 


ated  from  this  in.stitution  in  1880.  He  had,  how- 
ever, begun  practicing  in  Jackson  County,  Ark., 
in  1874,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  removed  to 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  and  has  been  a successful 
practitioner  at  Pineville  ever  since.  Since  1885 
he  has  been  engaged  in  merchandising,  in  part- 
nership with  Dr.  T.  K.  Goodman,  their  paid 
up  capital  upon  starting  in  business,  amounting 
to  about  8300,  but  on  the  6th  of  October,  1886, 
they  were  burned  out  with,  a loss  of  about  81,600. 
their  insurance  reaching  the  sum  of  SI. 000.  They 
opened  their  store  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month, 
wuth  a stock  of  goods  worth  $200,  and  have  since 
been  very  successful,  and  are  now  doing  an 
annual  business  of  $18,000.  In  addition  to  this 
property  Dr.  Schenck  owns  288  acres  of  valuable 
land,  with  1 50  acres  vinder  cultivation,  and  all 
this  property  he  has  earned  since  coming  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  as  he  then  (in  1874)  only 
owned  a horse  and  saddle  and  about  $150  worth 
of  drugs.  The  Doctor  still  continues  to  practice 
his  profession,  but  not  so  extensively  as  formerly. 
He  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Ellen  Matthew^, 
a daughter  of  Capt.  R.  C.  Matthews.  She  was 


the  mother  of  the  following  family:  Amy  D.,  Rena 
Z. , Joseph  E.  and  America  E.  (twins).  Lunford 
P.  Y.,  Carrie  M.,  Julius  P.,  John  M.  and  Uobeit 
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I C.  Mrs.  Schenck  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
I Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  Doctor  belongs 
j to  the  A.  F.  A;  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  ad- 
j vanced  to  the  Encampment  in  the  latter  order. 

' John  Sharp,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Evening 

Shade,  Ark.  Originally  from  Independence  Coun- 
ty, Ark.,  Mr.  Sharp’s  birth  occurred  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1848,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Hon. 
William  and  Catherine  (Barnes)  Sharp,  the  former 
bom  in  Indiana,  and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  William 
Sharp  came  to  Independence  County,  Ark.  (near 
Sulphur  Rock),  in  1838,  and  engaged  first  in  farm- 
ing, which  occupation  he  continued  for  two  or 
three  years.  He  then  embarked  in  the  tannery 
business,  and  established  the  second  yard  in  the 
county.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Gelpin  tanyard. 
Mr.  Sharp  w'as  a practical  tanner,  and  followed 
this  pursuit  until  1852,  when  he  moved  to  what  is 
now  Sharp  County,  and  settled  close  to  Evening 
Shade.  He  purchased  a mill,  rebuilt  it,  and  it  is 
now  known  as  Sharp’s  mill.  This  business  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1804. 
i In  1860-61  he  represented  Lawrence  County  in  the 
legislature,  was  a member  when  the  State  seceded, 
but  was  opposed  to  secession.  During  1863  and 
1864  he  was  at  home  attending  to  his  mill,  and  ' 
was  also  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  was  one 
j of  the  old  land-marks  in  the  early  settlement  of 
I Northeast  Ai'kansas,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent 
! men  of  his  section  of  the  county.  He  was  a man 
j well  read,  and  although  he  had  never  attended 
I school  but  about  three  months,  he  was  a much  bet- 
ter informed  man  than  many  who  had  every  advan- 
tage for  schooling.  He  died  in  his  fiftieth  year. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  married 
in  Ohio,  about  1835,  to  Miss  Catherine  Barnes, 
and  eight  children  were  the  fruit  of  this  union, 
five  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown:  Isaac  E.  died  in 
1875,  and  was  quite  a prominent  man  in  Northeast 
Arkansas  after  the  w'ar;  Zaccheus  (deceased),  Mary 
(deceased),  John,  Rachel,  wife  of  E.  Berry,  resides 
in  Dent  County,  Mo.  ; Margaret,  wife  of  William 
I Martin,  resides  in  Independence  County;  Elijah 
! resides  in  Dent  County,  Ark.,  and  Ephraim  (de- 
ceased). Mrs.  Sharp  died  in  1855,  in  full  comrnun 
i ion  with  the  Methodist  Episco{)al  Church.  In 


I 1857  or  1858  Mr.  Sharp  married  Mrs.  Louisa 
Simpson,  nee  Douglas,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  one  now  living,  Samuel, 
residingr  in  Washington  Territory.  The  second 
Mrs.  Shaiq)  died  in  1864.  John  Sharp,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  joined  the  Confederate  arm\  in 
I 1861,  under  Capt.  Nunn,  and  served  east  of  the 
I Mississippi  River  until  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg. 
He  was  engaged  in  two  prominent  battles.  Cham- 
pion’s Hill  and  Black  River  Bridge.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  last  named  place  the  day  before  the 
siejje  of  Vicksburg,  and  was  sent  to  Fort  Delaware, 
thence  to  Point  Lookout,  Md. , and  was  retained 
from  the  17th  of  October  to  the  24th  of  December, 
when  ho  was  paroled.  He  then  returned  home, 
remained  there  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  the 
second  time  as  a private  under  Capt.  Huddleston, 
and  served  the  remainder  of  the  war,  surrendering 
at  Jacksonport  on  the  5th  of  June,  1865.  He  was 
with  Gen.  Price  on  his  raid  through  Missouri  in 

1864,  and  after  the  surrender  he  returned  home, 
where  he  w’orked  in  the  mill  until  1867.  He  then 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  on  his  present  farm, 

I which  now  consists  of  800  acres,  with  300  under 
cultivation.  Part  of  this  is  in  Sharp  County,  but 
all  joins  except  one  tract  of  253  acres,  which  is, 
however,  within  one-fourth  of  a mile  from  the 
home  place,  with  eighty -five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Sharp  was  married  the  first  time  in 

1865,  to  Miss  Catherine  Summers,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  these  children:  William,  mar- 
ried and  resides  on  the  farm;  Anna,  wife  of  Dan. 
T.  Taylor,  resides  on  the  home  place;  Mary  E.. 
wife  of  Jeff.  Davis,  resides  in  this  county;  Emma 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Robert  I.,  at  home, 
and  one  unnamed.  Mrs.  Sharp  died  on  the  13th 
of  December,  1876.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Sharp’s  second  marriage 
was  to  Miss  Susan  J.  V^eager,  in  1878,  and  they 
have  a family  of  five  children  (two  being  de- 
ceased): Katie,  Prussia,  John  C.,  Frank  and  one 
unnamed.  IMr.  Sharp  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  a Democrat  politically,  but  though  well 
po.sted,  does  not  take  an  active  interest  in  {lolitics. 
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J.  M.  Shaver  rank.s  among  the  successful 
farmers  of  Guthrie  Township,  Izard  County,  Ark., 
and  is  now  residing  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was 
born  in  1853,  his  parents  being  John  S.  and  Mary 
(Cox)  Shaver,  Tennesseans  by  birth.  John  Shaver 
came  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  1851,  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  in  Guthrie  Township,  in  connection 
with  which  work  he  was  encjaged  in  merchandising. 
Here  he  made  his  home  until  1802,  when  he  was 
killed  by  Federal  soldiers,  he  having  previously 
served  in  the  Home  Girard  Confederate  service. 
He  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  War,  holding 
the  rank  of  captain,  and  when  returning  home 
came  via  New  Orleans.  He  was  married  in  1848, 
and  he  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren: D.  C.,  IMarietta  (wife  of  J.  R.  Metcalf),  J. 
M. , Mattie  (wife  of  E.  A.  Taylor),  Addie  (widow 
of  T.  H.  Montgomery),  Hattie  (wife  of  Will  Col- 
lins), and  Belle  (wife  of  C.  E.  Taylor).  Mrs. 
Shaver  still  survives  her  husband,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  children.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Capt.  Shaver 
was  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  in  1858 
was  elected  to  represent  Fulton  County  in  the 
State  legislature.  J.  M.  Shaver,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  memoir,  received  his  early  school- 
ing in  Izard  County,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
mother  and  sisters  until  1884,  when  he  was  mar- 


himself.  He  has  now  seventy-live  acres  of  his 
land  cleared,  and  besides  making  a good  living,  is 
slowly  but  surely  laying  l)y  capital  for  a rainy  day. 
He  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Oxford,  but  has  given  his  attention  to  farming  only 
for  some  time.  He  is  a Democrat  politically,  and 
on  that  ticket  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deputy 
sheriff  of  the  county  for  four  years.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  51.  His  wife  belongs 

I 

to  the  5Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children;  John  S.  and 
Mamie  L.  5Irs.  Shaver  is  a daughter  of  S.  J. 

I 

and  Levica  (Chastine)  Smith,  natives  of  Georgia.  ; 

John  J.  Shultz  was  burn  in  the  State  of  Illi  j 
nois  on  the  Ifith  of  Augu.st.  1851,  and  like  the  ! 
majority  of  German-Americans  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial residents  of  the  county,  and  is  industrious 


and  frugal.  By  eneigy  and  close  attention  to  the 
details  of  farm  woj-k  he  has  become  the  owner  of 
100  acres  of  good  land,  and  of  this  there  are  about 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation,  w’ell  improved  and 
well  stocked.  He  is  now  filling  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  which  position  he  has  occupied  for 
the  past  fourteen  years,  and  he  and  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  5Iary  E.  Bean,  and  whom  he 
married  on  the  11th  of  October,  1805,  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church.  Of  six  sons  and 
five  daughters  bom  to  them  nine  are  still  living, 
and  all  reside  at  home;  William  A..'  Walter  E., 
John  51.,  Caswell  B. , 5Iordecai  51.,  5Iary  E., 
Amanda  5".,  Albert  F.  and  5Iaggie  E.  5Ir.  Shultz 
is  a son  of  John  Shultz,  a native  German,  horn  in 
1784,  he  being  educated  in  his  native  land.  He 
was  also  married  there  to  Holy  Homsan,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  six  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Six  of  this  family  are  still 
living,  three  being  residents  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas, two  of  Illinois  and  one  of  Arkansas.  The 
father  was  a farmer,  and  at  his  death,  in  1838,  he 
owned  a good  and  fertile  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Illinois,  he  having  moved  from  Germany  to  the 
United  States  in  1832.  His  wife  died  in  1871, 
both  belonging  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

5Villiam  C.  Sims  is  worthy  of  being  classed 
among  the  many  prosperous  farmers  of  Izard 
County,  for  by  his  own  exertions  he  has  become 
the  owner  of  about  420  acres  of  fertile  land,  of 
which  300  are  in  Izard  County  and  the  rest  in 
Sharp  County.  One  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
this  farm  are  under  cultivation,  and  in  addition  to 
his  farm  work  he  gives  much  of  his  attention  to 
raising  a good  grade  of  stock.  He  was  born  in 
Itawamba  County,  5Iiss.,  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1844,  and  is  a son  of  Gray  and  5Iarinda 
(5Ianu)  Sims,  who  were  from  the  State  of  Ala 
bama.  Of  two  sons  and  four  daughters  born  to 
them,  the  two  sons  only  are  living.  The  father, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  the  owner  of  16(> 
acres  of  good  land.  He  and  wife  were  membeis 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  after  his  demise,  in 
1846,  his  widow  became  the  worthy  companion  of 
John  Pressley,  to  whom  she  bore  a family  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  The  mother's  death  I'C 
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I curred  on  the  22d  of  June,  1863.  William  C. 

! Sims  was  educated  in  Mississippi,  and  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  moved  to  Van  Buren  County, 

! Ark.,  remaining  there  until  1861.  Then  he  volun- 
I teered  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1861.  After 
' the  war  he  located  in  Sharp  County,  and  was  mar- 

1 ried  to  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Wainwright,  who  was  a Ten- 

nesseean, their  marriage  being  consummated  Sep- 
tember 4,  1867.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  eleven  children,  three  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
but  only  two  of  the  family  are  now  living.  After 
' the  death  of  Mrs.  Sims,  on  the  18th  of  March, 

; 1881,  Mr.  Sims  was  married,  August  10,  of  that 

year,  to  Miss  Sallie  P.  Haile,  a Mississippian.  He 
has  attained  a high  rank  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Ephraim  Sipe  has  been  a resident  of  his  pres- 
ent well  cultivated  and  fertile  farm  of  240  acres  in 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  since  1857,  and  has  about  100 
acres  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  Like  the 
majority  of  German-Americans  he  is  thrifty,  indus- 
trious and  enterprising,  and  his  property  has  been 
acquired  through  his  own  good  management  and 
business  abilitv.  After  remaining  single  until 
1865,  he  was  united  in  maiTiage  to  Miss  Betsey 
Deal,  their  union  taking  place  in  Independence 
County,  Ark.  Four  children  are  the  result  of  their 
union:  Martha  M.,  Malinda  E.,  Ephraim  and  Rob- 
ert R.  He  and  wife  belong  to  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  a son  of  Jacob  Sipes,  who  was  also  born  in 
Lincoln  County,  N.  C.,  his  wife,  Mary  Delp,  being 
also  born  there.  John,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Abraham, 
Ephraim,  Peter,  Franklin,  Noah  and  Susan  are 
their  children.  The  father  died  in  1846.  Our 
subject’s  wife  was  a daughter  of  Robert  Deal  and 
wife,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  1806,  and  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sipe.  Although 
she  has  passed  her  allotted  three-score  years  and 
I ' ten,  she  is  still  active,  and  bids  fair  to  reach  one 
j hundred  years. 

I E.  F.  Smith,  farmer  and  miller,  Melbourne, 

I Ark.  All  his  life  Mr.  Smith  has  followed,  with 


substantial  success,  the  occupation  to  which  he  | 
w-as  reared  and  in  which  he  is  now  engaged — farm- 
ing — but  in  connection  has  also  been  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  milling  business.  He  was  born,  in 
Massachusetts,  in  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Roswell  j 
and  -Jane  E.  Smith,  who  were  also  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Roswell  Smith  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  a man  of  only  limited  education. 

He  was  drafted  in  the  4Var  of  1812,  but  was  not 
in  any  engagements.  He  was  married  about  1807 
and  became  the  father  of  fourteen  children,  twelve 
of  whom  lived  to  be  grown,  E.  F.  Smith  being  the 
only  one  residing  in  the  South.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  the  latter  came  to  this  part  of  the  United 
States,  located  hrst  in  Tennessee,  and  later,  or  in 
1859,  in  Arkansa.s.  He  was  employed  on  the 
Memphis  & Little  Rock  Railroad,  and  after  that 
was  finished  he  settled  in  -Jacksonport,  where  he 
followed  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1861  he  joined 
the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Hindman,  and 
served  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
participating  in  the  following  battles:  Pea  Ridge 
and  Pleasant  Hill,  and  was  in  the  quartermaster’s 
department.  He  surrendered  at  Marshall,  Tex. . in  I 
1865,  returned  home  and  located  at  Evening 
Shade,  w'here  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  and 
which  he  continued  for  two  years.  He  then  re- 
sumed the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  un- 
til 1880,  w'hen  he  commenced  farming.  He  bought 
his  present  property,  consisting  of  a merchant - 
mill  and  cotton-gin  combined,  v.4th  a nice  resi- 
dence. He  owms,  besides  this  property,  two  farms 
in  the  county,  w'ith  about  eighty  acres  under  cul- 
tivation, all  the  result  of  his  own  labor  since  the 
war,  for  at  the  close  of  that  eventful  period  he 
had  but  82.  He  was  married  on  the  iSth  of 
October,  1866,  to  Miss  Melissa  J.  Wasson,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ella  G. . at 
home,  and  Leander  G.,  also  at  home.  Mrs.  Smith 
is  the  daughter  of  Lee  and  Jane  (Mathewsl  Was- 
son, natives  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Smith  votes  tlie 
Democratic  ticket,  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  A:  A. 

M. , and  he  and  wife  ai'e  members  of  the  I\Iethod- 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Dr.  James  L.  Smith  has  accpiired  an  enviable 
reputation  in  Izard  County.  Ark.,  as  an  able  phy- 
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siciari  and  surgeon,  and  the  extensive  territory 
over  which  he  travels  to  alleviate  the  suffering  of 
the  afflicted  is  a sufficient  proof  of  his  popularity. 
He  was  born  near  Melbourne,  and  is  a son  of  S. 
R.  and  Jane  ( Walker j Smith,  the  former  a native 
of  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  Arkansas.  In 
1849  S.  R.  Smith  came  to  Arkansas,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  with  his  mother,  near  w'here  he  is 
now  residing,  live  miles  southwest  of  Melbourne. 

I He  served  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  re- 
bellion, and  w’as  with  Price  on  his  raid  through 
Missouri,  but  in  1864  he  w'as  severely  w’ounded  by 
a gun-shot,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  his  left 
leg.  Ho  was  captured  and  taken  to  Alton,  111. , 
thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  received  his  parole  from 
this  city  in  1865.  He  returned  to  his  farm  in 
Izard  County,  only  to  lind  it  destitute  of  buildings, 
fences  and  stock,  but  he  set  manfully  to  work,  and 
by  good  management  he  is  now  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  He  and  Miss  Walker  were  mar- 
ried in  1855,  and  moved  to  the  farm  where  he  is 
now  living,  and  eight  of  the  nine  children  born  to 
them  still  survive:  James  L.,  Joseph  M. , Mary 
E.  P.,  wife  of  J.  P.  Gray;  W.  T.  (deceased),  W. 
A.,  Jeff.  D.,  John  H.,  Solomon  and  Robert  L. 
i Mr.  Smith  has  been  constable  of  Lunenburcr 
j Township  for  several  years,  and  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Mexican  War,  and  bore  the  name  of 
James.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Orphia  Byler.  The 
maternal  grandparents  wmre  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(McCubbiu)  Walker.  Dr.  James  L.  Smith  re- 
mained with  his  father  on  the  home  farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  1876,  when  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  responsibility,  con- 
tinuing two  years,  and  in  the  meantime  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  J.  K.  P. 
Black.  In  1880  and  1881  he  attended  his  ffrst 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Hospital  Medical  College 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  in  1881  entered  upon  his 
practice,  continuing  until  1887,  when  he  again  re- 
turned to  Memphis  and  graduated  from  the  same 
institution  in  1888.  He  has  been  very  successful, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  medical  brother- 
hood of  Izard  County.  The  Doctor  is  a Democrat, 


a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , and  he  and  wife,  ■ 
whom  he  married  in  1883,  and  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Croom,  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  three  interest- 
ing little  children:  Robert  O. , Bertha  J.  and 

Erskin.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Izard  County,  i 
January  28,  1865,  and  is  a daughter  of  Wiley  and 
Sarah  J.  (Pearson)  Croom,  both  Tennesseeans,  ' 
and  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Mary,  D.  F..  H. 

F.,  Ida  J. , wife  of  A.  H.  Colwell;  Benage,  Susan 
E.,  AnnaVjel,  Thomas  W.  and  Grover. 

William  A.  Spence  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
! agriculturists  of  La  Crosse  Towmship,  and  since 
1868  has  been  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  i 
1874  acres  in  Izard  County.  He  was  born  in 
Davidson  County,  N.  C. , in  1837,  but  in  his  youth, 
wdiich  was  spent  in  that  State,  he  received  a limited 
education.  Lipon  emigrating  to  Arkansas,  in  1862, 
he  settled  in  Independence  County,  but  since  1868  t 
he  has  been  a resident  of  the  farm  on  which 
he  is  now  residing.  In  1857  he  wms  married  to  i 
Miss  Emily  C.  Grills,  a daughter  of  William  D. 
Grills,  and  by  her  he  is  the  father  of  six  childi-en: 
Mary,  Harriet  G. , Martha  T.  L.,  Ive  T.,  James 
D.  and  William  E.  Mr.  Spence  is  one  of  the  live  ! 
farmers  of  his  community,  and  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  efforts  is  fully  deserved,  for 
throughout  life  he  has  been  industrious  and  frugal.  i 
He*  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  began  doing  for  himself 
in  1857,  in  Wright  County,  Mo.,  where  he  home-  ' 
steaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  but  in  1862  moved  to  I 
Independence  County,  Ark.,  as  above  stated.  He 
is  a son  of  Joseph  Spence,  who  w’as  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  latter  was  married  in  his  native 
State  to  Miss  Rachel,  a daughter  of  James  Hurley, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  three  children. 
Their  union  took  place  in  1834.  In  1855  Mr. 
Spence  moved  to  Wright  County,  Mo.,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  there  until  1863,  at  which 
time  he  moved  to  Independence  County,  Ark. . and 
bought  160  acres,  which  he  farmed  successfully 
for  several  years.  He  died  here  in  April,  1S7^. 
at  about  the  age  of  seventy -three  years. 

O.  P.  Stroud  is  a ))romiuent  farmer  and  stock- 
man  of  Izard  County,  Ai’k. , and  is  one  of  the  old 
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settlers  of  Guthrie  Township,  having  come  here  in 
1851,  and  has  been  residing  in  the  house  in  w'hich 
he  now  lives  since  1857.  He  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see, August  10,  1820,  and  w'as  reared  on  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  a common  school  education, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  location  in  this  State  the 
country  was  almost  a wilderness,  and  wild  game 
was  quite  abundant.  Mr.  Stroud  was  fond  of 
hunting,  and  on  one  of  his  himts  killed  six  deer  in 
one  day,  this  being  in  1856,  when  the  snow  was 
very  deep.  At  one  time  he  took  fifty- three  deer 
hams  to  Mount  Olive,  to  market,  receiving  for  them 
$53.  The  woods  abounded  with  wild  turkeys,  and 
Mr.  Stroud  says  they  were  easier  killed  than  the 
common  domestic  fowl  of  to-day.  Although  he 
did  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  Civil  War  he 
served  in  the  commissary  department  for  two 
years.  He  lost  heavily  during  the  war,  principally 
in  personal  property,  however,  but  owned  800 
acres  of  good  land.  He  now  has  400  acres,  with 
about  140  acres  under  cultivation,  furnished  with 
good  buildings  and  otherwise  well  improved.  He 
was  married  in  1844  to  Miss  Martha  Jourdan,  of 
Mississippi,  and  to  them  have  been  born  a family 
of  fourteen  chilch-en,  eleven  of  whom  are  living: 
John  A.,  William  L. , George  R.,  Martha  E.  (wife 
of  W.  Pierson),  James  M. , Lawson  R. , O.  H. , 
Mary  F.,  Richard  A.,  Robert  H.  and  Taylor  M. 
Mrs.  Stroud  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Edith 
(Alexander)  Jourdan,  who  were  born  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  and  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children.  Both  parents  died  in  Texas  in 
1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stroud  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  he  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views.  His  parents, 
Thomas  and  Lucy  (Jarvis)  Stroud,  were  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  were  born  in  the  “Old  North 
State.’’  At  an  early  day  Thomas  removed  with 
his  father  to  Tennessee,  and  was  there  rearetl  to 
manhood  on  a farm.  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  under  Jackson,  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans,  his  father  also  being  in  service  in 
that  war.  Gen.  Jackson  was  an  intimate  friend 
of  the  Strouds,  and  made  their  house  his  home 
a great  portion  of  the  time,  and  lived  with  them 
during  the  period  he  w'as  making  the  race  for  the 


presidency.  Thomas  Stroud  became  a wealthy  ' 
man,  and  to  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1813, 
a family  of  fourteen  children  wore  born,  ten  of  | 
whom  are  now  alive:  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Me-  ' 
Spade;  A.  L.,  O.  P. , Elizabeth,  widow  of  John 
McAfee,  Thomas  J. , Resi,  Marcus  L.,  Fannie, 
widow  of  William  Sapp;  Hettie  and  Minerva,  wife 
of  Robert  Henderson.  In  1872  Thomas  Stroud  i 
died  on  the  same  place  he  settled  when  he  first  i 
came  to  Tennessee.  His  father’s  death  occurred  | 
in  1840,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  The  i 
maternal  grandfather  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  being  severely  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles. 

He  settled  in  Tennessee,  also,  and  there  died.  I 

J.  A.  Stroud  is  one  of  the  rising  and  energetic  , 
young  agriculturists  of  Izard  County,  and  was  born  ; 
in  Mississippi  in  1846,  being  a son  of  O.  P.  Stroud, 
w'hose  sketch  precedes  this  one.  In  1851  he  re-  j 
moved  to  Arkansas  with  his  father,  and  remained  ! 
with  him,  assisting  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twen-  | 
ty- one  years  of  age.  Besides  working  at  farm  labor 
his  youth  was  spent  in  attending  school,  and  he 
acquired  a fair  practical  education  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  Izard  County.  Upon  attaining  his 
majority  he  began  farming  on  rented  land,  contin- 
uing for  two  or  three  years,  then  purchased  his 
present  property,  w’hich  consists  of  236  acres. 
There  were  only  about  ten  acres  of  this  improved, 
and  on  the  land  were  no  buildingrs,  but  bv  industry 

♦ ‘I 

he  has  put  sixty-five  acres  in  good  farming  condi- 
tion, and  has  erected  a good  frame  residence  and 
barns.  His  property  is  also  further  improved  by  a 
small  orchard,  which  will  in  time  bear  an  abun- 
dance of  fruit.  Mr.  Stroud  is  a Democrat,  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M. , and  donates  freely  to 
churches  and  educational  institutions.  Like  his 
ancestors,  he  is  quite  fond  of  hunting  and  fishing,  , 
and,  as  good  sport  can  still  be  had  in  the  vicinity  • 
of  his  home,  he  frequently  indulges  in  these  amuse- 
ments. Miss  Euphemia  Guest  became  his  wife  in 
1874,  and  by  her  he  has  an  interesting  family  of 
five  children:  Jeffie  A.,  Lillie  B. , Dorothea  N.. 
Perry  L.  and  Fannie  C.  Mrs.  Stroud  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  and  is  a daughter  of  Morgan  and  Eliza 
(Dennison)  Guest,  who  were  also  Tennessi'eans.  In 
1859  they  came  to  .\rkansas,  and  from  thi.s  State 
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IVIr.  Guest  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
died  during  the  war.  Of  the  four  children  born  to 
them  Mrs.  Stroud  and  Robert  M.  Guest  are  living. 
Mrs.  Guest  still  survives,  and  makes  her  home  with 
Mr.  Stroud. 

John  K.  Suttle  is  a well  known  merchant  of 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  and  was  born  in  Henry  Coun- 
ty, Tenn. , September  24,  1850.  His  father,  Ed- 
ward J.  Suttle,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  County, 
Va. , and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  that  State, 
being  also  married  there  to  Mintie  Marrow,  a na- 
tive of  the  State.  The  ten  children  born  to  them 
(five  sons  and  five  daughters)  are  all  living,  and  four 
reside  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  Suttle  removed 
from  Virginia  to  Tennessee,  and  from  that  State 
to  Arkansas,  in  the  fall  of  1854,  locatinj?  in  Big 
Spring  Township,  Izard  County,  where  he  entered 
a large  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  460  acres,  on 
which  he  made  his  home  until  he  was  called  from 
earth  October  20,  1862.  He  was  followed  to  his 
long  home  by  his  wife  October  23,  1873,  they  hav- 
ing been  earnest  members  of  the  Hard  Shell  Bap- 
tist Church  for  many  years.  The  father  served 
for  a short  time  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
rebellion,  and  after  his  death  his  property  was 
divided  among  his  children.  John  K.  Suttle  was 
educated  in  the  Mountain  school  house,  in  Izard 
County,  his  early  days  being  employed  in  assist- 
ing in  tilling  the  home  farm.  In  March,  1873, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Edwards,  a daughter 
Wiley  and  Martha  Edwards,  and  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee. Of  four  daughter  and  three  .sons  born  to 
them,  only  three  children  are  now  living:  Ora  A., 
Dee  E.  and  Archie.  Mr.  Suttle  has  been  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Barren  Fork,  for  some  time, 
and  his  stock  of  goods  will  invoice  at  about  ?1,500, 
his  annual  sales  netting  him  a fair  income.  His 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

James  J.  Vest  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1821, 
and  is  a son  of  James  and'  Sallie  (Harvey)  Vest, 
the  former  a native  of  Georgia,  born  in  1791,  and 
to  their  union,  which  occurred  1809,  a family  of 
eight  children  were  born;  Albert,  James,  John, 
George,  William,  Lucy,  IMartha  and  Nancy.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  Alabama,  in  1827, 
she  having  been  a worthy  member  of  the  Method- 


ist Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  Mr.  Vest 
wedded  his  second  wife,  Margaret  Canady,  in 
1828,  she  being  a daughter  of  Felix  Canady,  and 
the  following  children  were  born  to  their  union: 
Henry,  Martin,  Jonathan  and  Sarah.  Mr.  \est 
from  earliest  boyhood  was  reared  to  a farm  life, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Georgia.  He  served  as  a captain  in  the 
Alabama  State  Guards,  State  Militia,  and  in  1833 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  constable  of  Morgan 
County,  Ala.,  and  after  remaining  in  office  for  sev- 
eral years  he -was  (in  1838)  elected  sheriff  of  the 
same  county,  holding  the  position  until  1840.  Tw'O 
years  later,  he  was  elected  to  represent  Winston 
County,  Ala.,  in  the  State  legislature,  and  died 
in  this  county  in  1868.  followed  by  his  wife  two 
years  later,  and  they  lie  side  by  side  m the  Old 
Mount  Nebo  Cemetery,  Ala.  James  J.  Vest  re- 
ceived his  early  instructions  in  farming  from  his 
father,  and  in  1857  removed  to  Izard  County, 
Ark.,  from  which  State  he  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army  in  1862,  under  Gen.  Price,  and  after 
serving  for  a short  time  in  the  infantry,  he  joined 
the  cavalry,  and  was  a participant  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal Vjattles  which  occurred  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  He  surrendered  at  Jacksonport  on  the 
25th  day  of  June,  1865.  When  a young  man  in 
his  native  State,  he  studied  for  the  ministry,  and 
in  1838  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  was  a minister  of  that  denomination 
for  several  years.  In  1865  he  was  ordained  to 
preach  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  although  he 
was  the  owner  of  a tract  of  land,  he  has  divided  it 
among  his  childi'en,  and  devotes  his  time  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
a Royal  Arch  Ma.son,  and  also  belongs  to  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly  a Miss  De- 
laney Kent,  and  whom  he  married  in  1840,  was 
born  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  she  and  Mr. 
Vest  are  the  parents  of  the  following  family:  Al- 
bert, James,  William,  IMartha  and  Mary  living, 
and  John,  Malviney  and  Sallie  deceased. 

James  A.  Walker  is  a native  of  Izard  County, 
Ark.,  born  in  1849.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky  in  1807,  was  reared  to  a 
farm  life,  and  after  he  attained  his  majority,  he 


.RAanAiiflA  ■*10  Yaoraiw 


8W 


-iV.  ' ‘.‘’■■J  -la  dt>10£fj  laqo-^f'^a:  Wl 

.,  ' :..'0D  £>a<X»Oa  feid  b I>h»iW 

J,...  . /if',*"!  V.  •i'>jdr;f.Rb  H 

■ -*1>  o3  avv»  • nvibfitb  ^?jii-flroI(iA 

i/  - ;’:ii;;;m>t  ..niifilC 

.'ili  .'liuil  r>  < ! »'■  bood’/t-Vi  uacrtl 

A.dJ  (14  j.K--!A3»b'.  vliA'i  ••ui  bo7’i>-'^rr  bpfl 
' ni  -1  (--c  i>'rna^  eH  «koilo3 


.:.■,<  1 


r.  j.f.iK  ■o.trtJR  t'lmuit)  hCiA(hlJ. 


'll,  ■>  '.-(mg  *(,i!  oi  bao«>r-(  rbw 

.1*  'ja  •■'i::!  :iti  gi'ii!!.''.  v-i'aiv  b«i*  < .X,^n.no>.^ 

. I-  'i.-.  IjjTj-b  b.^'dn  , :iar  jsi)  «aw ')d  nr.r/,  l.W( 
,.,  ..-T  a^-'  '.''-'.VI  3iii  Srtdjf'  rl  'novo'^  gaiOj^ 

i-v.if.otV/'  }c-f..-jq’V,  't  fc4t«-'*.l  ,'W>bif  i^iwri’C 

! .it.  Gaa  &b.:'b  :-tl4  0t  ,-idh  .vtuiioD 

OV1  eU  v<(  lr*wolk.\  .8(k5(  oi  v‘-in- - •dl.uJ 


fi{0  <-;ii  <1 


vU  )bi(<  '>H  rfiui  I>a*  i 


■HI  }-<.*■/'.  I «1A  ,YV'fga:v»0  skI(>'/.  Juoolt 


4if]  u’ 


wiiU(->0  hu.-^J  <'.1  b^)■''o^uo■l  I'dBI  !i't  b-Wt  ^ 

•'flail.:.:  • .('■»  »i:  d'.ui-^  cao-it 

-i.-r-'  b oi  Yirn«  a«i-J 

r,...ti.)l  ,6  /•■  i.it'.ifi:  Adi-Jt '■'••.'ibbxot-b  rt  lo^  gnirf'^R  . 

-itiiq  <jdi  lib  .Ti  iuRqb.fl..'-.-  A ,vi!RYf-.:>  orl4 

-Ai-jjwVi  Olil  b;  IvW'  b‘jiir/a;»o  J'-mlyf  saIIVuI  li)qb 

■>,lj  no  i-ii;>qno''>tt-Rb  b.i  b.A»f'n'.vrf«^  .'io'.‘f/l  ^ 

ci  ,-.a//..  '.inii'  f.  T-iV/  ...nuiao  vtb.  rfiGiJ  : 

!>uj:  . ii.-’'iiiu  ia  'ibnt'’ ;i ' . iiiU  Bu[ 

' - i Jof-'H't  '>4  oioH  f. ('■'■■  'I'' 
(i..ijr.*:inioo-.,b  1 J..t>  io  loicroitn  « a£-.«  IfV.o 
a 'n.i.'A-vfo, '.d.-f  '-if  !#n"  "i8  “O'i 

.»i(  &jiA  ,d:nfi'13.  Jbii'iaH  »ili  O'  .ibbYiq 

lj  bait ' l .^rj  «a  .b/Jii!  S'-,  birt+oto  V>«wo 
..1  . .nl  «(d  .x-loY'-^b  Oi.''n  .caiblidD  ^.'.i 
:is0«4r..  A ei  oli  .TiiaiM.dO  lo 
A ^■r:;  i . ail  ,bfi8  iIoiA:  biYoil  « 

- i<[  >i«iiA  B vhomio^  p.Hvrodvr  ,sViW  wK  .''I  .0  .0 

r«v.'  t't  f>»h-(»ir.  nd  tuodvr  bnB  ./nail  .^eaBl 

.'iK  bijii  ode  bAft  ,11‘tadidA  ip  9/^1.^  edi  ct  sriPd 
■ U.  iilimei  gaiw&Uol  ©d4  io  od/ />18  ieaT 

yiJiU  bnA  ndbBU  ,t08itli7/  ,asmnb  .iiad 
Vb-.^i;o9>b  pHIhS  fenfi  .odol.  bee 

.v4mK  0 bin:  I .So  e/j)en  fl  si  -A.  earatiU 

ni  avjd  Kurt  odvr  .i.>d4ti}  i.iH  ,04 8 ni  mod  ..dtA 
H.  f.J  Leif-y.  Jtavf  ,T'iH!  a!  vd.aMlc9ii  So  oiaiR  «dl 
od  «td  yd  k/jJSa  feo*  .sSd 


ton  ,-runfl  »d;)‘t(d.i^SooO  “dl  fl*  h^d\m  /.aonO  .tM 
oi  ntod  n/.Mido  tons  odi  SO  .tavf  mti  i^fthcb  baib 
.■gctvf'  MB  4tndo>l  Lctfi  tajoita  aiW:  m4di 

dJtwoJiod  led  a-ii  ^ bcB  .a-v/iviaK  lli/a  .ftedO  .ail/I 

•uCOiiS  .tW 

lo  Jfladot®^  cifond  Oow  « «i  “bJoH  .H  ndoT» 

;7btfto0  ba«sl 

:t5f  .ivd/aS-  aH  .0<iRI  'ia..|'A9/qf>B  bOApT  .vl 
.-linuoO  auiv^,v:.(Bai:  i‘lai  mod  «r^  .eU:t(i»  .0  bi*’* 
iJjitjR  iaiU  o'  be;jE9ub-'i  buH  ftntam  cd 
•fill  B .viowflli:  ©fin'M  9/  m-.d!  bab  tf.m  cwla  sdled 
!jj.;di  oi  ntod  o-iiblid'.  ispi  ©liT  .plaiB  «d)  So ‘♦rtl 
tiKiS  biia  ,'^iibi!  It«  y i*  (^ae/if-oub  OYdlKJBtnc-yva) 
Mv?..-ar-  ...»?dind-a  Sp  odiAt  Abtaot 
r.Ui'd  4«dl  ato-iS  f.ni’  ,no^i«Aiiu.-.T  oi  c'toi^ttTjWoil 
aia  ni  ^aii&ool  .Kdl  %o  Kai  ni  ,«r.3tmiTA  ^}i  ^ 
betaine  mi  oicdv  .rtanoO  btasl  .(iidenvoT  ^ionqS 
AO  , 89198  09b  So  t3nii«r8ftpo  .baal  So  o^^irI  a 
luoiS  Wlc->  8BV?  nd  liinc  omoti  aid  oboot  od  iSoid^ 
Ad  oJ  bo7/olIoS  8BW  t.H  .^Ogr  ,02  -redojoO  dba» 

’ -vadicodl  tod««!oO '/iby  flid'srdomorf 

-tiafT  (lodB  b'wU  Od.l  So  wmimem  iaoaiae  noixJ  ?Mi‘ 

. />)vj:o8  todlBi  odT  -loS  daitidO  SeU 

^id.'  Siflitnb  Yto^B  e/mobsSi^O  odiut  ^atii  hoila  a loS 
M.-7\iil>qoiq  aid  eid  loSSa  boa  .aoUfodw 

claw  oinoB  ndoG  .ooiblld-)  i-nd  s^^ocaa  beW/ib 

' biasi  id-  fobrias  niaierroSA  ^di  ni  bolaoob* 

,.i8Ui8B  ni  bovolqia©  Igntod  h (/d>  .(hny 
,oT8l  xrxtiU  nl  tmnS  -.taoii  edi 
•ly/d;;^,'  b R .flb-vawfdl  dr.'tiiB  o*  b'lmaai  esw  «d 
' -oeT  So  oTbari  n hna  adhaK  bna 

■ o'l  «iu«  fmdJ  b«a  -o..w{:,oab  irrol  SO  .oo^aon 
i , /.  aiO  ■.'naiyil  v/oii  9ia  jtre'jldido  omdfi  vtao  .modi 
bo^R^ao  n^d  (i^d  ' .U  .*idotA  bn*  .3  -^Q 
,of«ii  emo8  loS  .-ito'il  nyt-ieO  >«  .^rtmibaadMom  m 
■'(K):G,U  4i/ods  tB99iovoi  Itiw  aboo^  So  itx>is  aid  baa 
aiH  ,omo9jctt  iraS  tdld  yaisian  i sid 

.dotridO  iail-iaS  adJ  So  ledtoOrd  » *d  oSiw 
,128  L ni  .cnmdKiA  ni  xno<i  r-s'^  iaoT  .g  p--m^ 
Aso7  (vivtaH)  elilaB  T>dfe  So  .io«  ^ m bna 

i..,o  rOTr  <i5  iiTod  .RrgiooO '.’oavtian  » 


bna  .refl  xii  mod  .ar^iooO  '■o  evt.iim  a t*.  <noYed4 
io  xlioiaS  a ,0081  bsTiftwo  dordvr  ,aoina--dod4  ol 
,fldoX  .i-.-mat  diedfA  tn’t-Rl  oiew  no-ddldo  idaie 
odT  .TonaS^  Jiuti  .v;)1tiJ";fn«tl(i /A  .p^iooO 

.t£8t  id  .BOtsdalA  ui  boib  nbTfdidp  eaod*  So  vtal-.m 


'''iboxJj^IC  odi  So  irtdippaii  v.d)iow  a dboa  ^jdlrad  ada 

. ...  .-Tr<>''?'.l  •;■  ' 


IZARD  COUNTY. 


979 


learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  As  early  as  1820  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  being  people  of 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  with  his  wealth  and  position,  they  have  given  their  cliildren 
parents,  the  country  then  being  a territory,  and  , good  educational  advantages.  They  own  about 
from  that  time  up  to  the  day  of  his  death  was  1,500  acres  of  land,  and  have  some  750  under  cul- 

engaged  in  farming,  becoming  one  of  the  leading  tivation.  The  mother  is  a member  of  the  Cumber- 

agriculturists  of  this  region.  He  owned  an  ex-  land  Presbyterian  Church.  T.  J.  Williamson, 
cellent  farm  of  200  acres,  the  principal  part  of  their  son,  was  educated  in  Bellefonte,  Boone 
which  he  devoted  to  the  raising  of  cotton,  corn  and  County,  Ark.,  and  he  was  married  there  to  Miss 
tobacco.  He  was  married,  in  1830,  to  Miss  Sarah  Sarah  Murray  on  the  20th  of  December,  1877. 
McCubbins,  whose  people  w'ere  residents  of  Marion  she  being  a native  of  that  State,  and  a daughter  of 

County,  Ark.,  and  to  their  union  a family  of  ten  Alfred  Murray,  who  was  a Tennesseean.  To  Mr. 

children  w'ere  born,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  i and  Mrs.  Williamson  w’ere  born  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity:  Robert  T.  W.,  Will-  of  whom  four  are  still  living:  Clarence  R.,  Kittie 

iam  M.,  John  A.  Mh,  Greene,  James  A.,  Jane,  N. , Pauline  and  Alexander;  those  deceased  are:  ■ 

Phoebe,  Elizabeth,  Harriet  C.  and  Mary  L.  In  Oscar  W. , who  died  June  14,  1889;  Viola,  who 
18G9  James  A.  Walker  married  a daughter  of  Jo-  died  October  5,  1883;  and  Elloena,  whose  death 
seph  and  Sarah  Woody,  of  Izard  County,  but  Ten-  occurred  on  the  14th  of  September,  ISSS.  IMr. 
nesseeans  by  Birth.  Her  name  was  Izora  E.  Woody,  : Williamson  has  been  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  by  Mr.  Walker  she  became  the  mother  of  four  : since  he  was  tw'enty-one  years  of  age.  He  holds  \ 
children;  Lillie,  Leroy,  Oleen  and  Charley.  Mr.  the  highest  office  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been 
Walker  has  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  from  a delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  and  wife  are  ■ 

his  youth  up,  and  by  paying  strict  attention  to  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  are  well  ^ 

his  work,  and  being  ever  ready  to  adopt  new  meth-  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens.  j 

ods,  he  has  met  with  good  results,  and  now'  has  a ! W.  H.  Winkle  was  born  in  Iredell  County,  N. 
fertile  farm  of  127  acres  on  Rocky  Bayou,  the  hfty  ! C.,  July  8,  1838,  and  is  one  of  five  surviving  mem-  ' 
acres  which  are  under  the  plow  being  devoted  to  bers  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to  Harvey  and 
the  raising  of  cotton,  corn  and  small  grain.  Mr.  Sarah  M’inkle.  wdio  w'ere  born  in  Tennessee  and 
Walker  is  a gentleman  w'ho  possesses  many  worthy  North  Carolina,  the  former’s  birth  occunlng  in 
qualities,  and  he  and  wife  make  the  best  of  neigh-  1806.  Harvey  Winkle  was  educated  in  his  native 
bors,  and  are  very  hospitable.  They  are  members  State,  and  his  occupation  through  life  was  that  of 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  a farmer  and  mechanic.  His  death  occurred  i 

Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  March  24,  1866,  and  his  wife’s  in  April,  1850,  she 

T.  J.  Williamson  is  a man  who  seems  to  be  es-  being  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  the 
pecially  fitted  for  the  occupation  of  merchandising,  time  of  her  death.  After  receiving  the  advantages 
for  he  has  met  with  more  than  the  average  degree  , of  the  common  schools  and  attaining  manhood  on 
of  success,  and  his  earnest  and  sincere  endeavor  to  his  father’s  farm,  W.  H.  Winkle  was  married  on 
succeed  in  life  is  well  worthy  of  imitation.  He  the  14th  of  February,  1861,  to  Elizabeth  Ful- 
was  born  in  Independence  County,  Ark.,  Decern-  bright,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
ber  22,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  R.  P.  and  Catherine  i but  her  death  occurred  on  the  28th  of  September. 
(Bowman)  Williamson,  who  were  born  in  Franklin  1863,  she  leaving  him  with  an  infant  daughter, 
County,  Tenn.,  and  North  Carolina,  respectively,  IMary  Jane,  to  care  for.  His  second  wife,  Sarah 
the  former’s  birth  occurring  November  15,  1819.  Jackson,  was  also  born  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

He  was  educated  in  Hardeman  County, Tenn. , near  and  their  marriage  was  consummated  on  the  24th 
Bolivar,  and  after  his  removal  to  Arkansas,  in  1849,  of  January,  1866,  his  wife  being  a daughter  of 
he  settled  in  Independence  County,  and  was  there  John  and  Mary  Johnson.  The  second  union  also  re- 
married. He  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  ' suited  in  the  birth  of  one  daughter,  who  died  on 
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the  19tb  of  November,  1872.  Mr.  Winkle  pos- 
sesses an  exceedingly  fertile  farm  of  160  acres,  of 
which  eighty  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and 
much  of  his  attention  is  given  to  raising  a good 
grade  of  mules  and  other  stock.  He  has  attained 
a high  rank  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  every  en- 
terprise in  which  he  engages  he  is  progressive  and 
ene-gotic,  and  consequently  is  successful  as  a rule. 
He  and  wife  belong  to  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church. 

James  B.  Woods,  farmer,  Melbourne,  Ark. 
Among  the  prominent  young  farmers  of  Izard 
County  appears  the  name  of  James  B.  Woods, 
who,  like  many  others  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  county,  is  a native  of  Bedford  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.  His  parents,  John  and  Lucinda  (Rich- 
ardson) Woods,  are  natives  of  the  same  State. 
John  Woods  came  to  Arkansas  in  1854,  settlinsr 
in  Izard  County,  and  bought  a farm  near  Mel- 
bourne, or  rather  near  the  present  site  of  Mel- 
bourne, where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1860. 
He  was  in  his  twenty- ninth  year  at  that  time,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  had 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics.  In 
1858  ho  had  been  elected  sheriff  of  the  county, 
and  had  just  retired  from  office  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  mother  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight  years.  To  their  union  were  born  six 
children,  four  now  living;  Margaret,  wife  of  Alex. 
L.  Sublet!;  James  B.,  Mary,  wife  of  W.  L.  Stroud; 
Sarah  J.  (deceased),  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Freeman; 
Thomas  R.  (deceased),  and  Martha  C. , wife  of 
Daniel  S.  Freeman.  James  B.  Woods  was  born  in 
February,  1852,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  county.  He  received  a good,  prac- 
tical education  in  the  subscription  and  free  schools 
of  Arkansas,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
started  out  to  fight  life’s  battles  for  himself.  He 
first  tilled  the  soil  on  his  mother’s  farm,  but  two 
years  later  bought  a house  in  ^Melbourne,  moved 
there,  but  rented  land  and  still  cultivated  the  soil. 
In  connection  with  this  he  also  teamed  and  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  sold  out  and  bought  his  present  property. 
This  consists  of  151  acres,  with  about  forty  or 
fifty  acres  cleared,  and  with  good  buildings,  etc. 


He  was  mamed,  in  1874,  to  Miss  Fannie  Dixon, 
daughter  of  W.  C.  and  Eliza  (Clarada)  Dixon,  na- 
tives of  Tennessee.  To  this  marriage  have  been 
born  five  children:  Ora  A.,  Lillian  A.,  Owen  D., 
Robert  L.  and  Margaret.  James  B.  Woods  is 
among  the  prosperous  young  farmers  of  the  county 
and  deserves  especial  credit  for  the  start  he  has 
made  in  life.  He  is  public-spirited  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  educational  matters  as  well  as  all 
other  public  enterprises.  He  and  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics  he 
casts  his  vote -with  the  Democratic  party.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

S.  H.  Wren  is  the  oldest  living  pioneer  of  Izard 
County,  and  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ky. , 
(near  Bowling  Green)  in  1824,  and  at  the  age  of 
six  years  was  brought  by  his  parents,  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Hightower)  Wren,  to  Izard  County. 
James  Wren  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  in 
1819  moved  to  Kentucky,  and  settled  in  AVarren 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  lived 
until  the  above  mentioned  date,  at  which  date  he 
located  in  Arkansas,  near  Lunenburg,  and  gave 
his  attention  to  farming.  He  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  several  terms,  and  held  the 
office  of  county  judge  from  1842  to  1847,  having 
no  opponents  during  this  time.  He  was  also 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  trustee,  to  distribute 
the  international  and  school  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  public  roads,  there  being  three 
candidates,  and  Mr.  Wren  received  every  vote 
polled  in  the  county  with  the  exception  of  one — 
the  only  case  of  the  kind  on  the  county  records. 
He  was  popular  with  all,  and  justly  so,  for  he 
was  ever  very  public-spirited,  and  his  efforts  in 
aiding  in  the  improvement  of  the  county  will  al 
ways  be  highly  appreciated.  His  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  28th  of  April,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-seven  years  and  twenty-eight  days,  was 
much  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had 
been  a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
from  the  time  he  was  thirty  two  years  of  age  until 
his  death,  and  in  his  political  views  was  a JelTer 
sonian  Democrat,  and  during  the  war  a leading 
Secessionist.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  the  “ Pal- 
metto State,”  died  on  the  6th  of  June,  1883,  at 
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the  age  of  eighty -eight  years.  Their  sou,  S.  H. 
W ren,  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  or  twenty 
years,  first  as  a farmer,  and  October  b.  lS4o,  he 
moved  to  the  Platte  Purchase,  in  Missouri,  remain- 
ing there  about  one  year.  Upon  his  return  to 
Izard  County,  Ark.,  he  was  engaged  in  rafting 
lumber  for  two  years.  In  1801  he  was  living  in 
Fulton  County,  Ark. , and  was  a candidate  on  the 
Union  ticket  for  a seat  in  the  convention  opposed 
to  secession,  and  was  victorious  over  his  opponent, 
but'  tire  county  clerk  gave  the  certificate  of  election 
to  the  defeated  candidate.  The  race  was  made 
three  times,  and  each  time  Mr.  Wren  secured  the 
greatest  number  of  votes,  but  before  the  case  was 
finally  setfled  the  State  seceded.  Owing  to  the 
views  held  by  Mr.  Wren  in  regard  to  secession,  he 
was  arrested  and  tried  for  treason  to  the  Confed- 
erate government,  the  trial  being  held  at  Little 
Rock,  before  Judge  Ringo,  but  he  was  acqiritted 
after  they  had  examined  tw'o  prosecuting  witnesses. 
He  then  returned  home,  in  February,  I8b2,  and 
remained  here  until  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Curtis, 
when  he  went  to  Rolla,  Mo.,  and  remained  con- 
nected with  the  Union  army  for  two  years,  selling 
goods  at  Batesville.  After  his  return  home,  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  found  all  his  buildings 
and  fences  destroyed,  but  he  set  to  work  to  again 
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improve  his  proj)erty,  and  nov\'  has  his  fanii,  Vviurh 
consists  of  l‘Jd  acres,  well  improved  with  giM.,! 
buildings,  and  has  eighty  one  acre>  under  the 
plow.  He  has  owned  l,2P0  acres,  but  has  h>-t 
the  most  of  it  in  going  security  for  his  friend.-.. 
His  wife  owns  14b  acres,  with  lOO  acres  under 
cultivati(ju.  He  was  elected  to  the  olllce  of  justiee 
of  the  peace  two  terms,  making  six  years  in-,  all. 
and  during  that  time  did  not  hav’e  a decision  re- 
versed or  a change  of  venue  taken,  and  not  a cent 
was  charged  up  to  the  State  of  Arkaitsas.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  but  usually  votes 
for  whom  he  considers  the  best  man.  regardle-s  of 
party.  He  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time 
to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Hayley,  in  18.14,  and  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  three  are  deceased;  james  Z'.I. . 
WTlliam  C. , and  Martha  .J.  (Mrs.  James  Colei  living 
in  Franklin  County.  Ark.  IMrs.  Wren  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  died  in 
1835.  Mr.  Wren’s  second  union  took  place  on  the 
24th  of  November,  1867,  his  wife  being  a Miss 
Margaret  Evans,  and  of  nine  cliildren  born  to 
them,  four  are  living:  Wh  G. . S.  R.,  Thomas  H 

and  Mary  C.  Mrs.  Wren  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  the  Agricultural  Wheel,  taking  a warm 
interest  in  commendable  enterprises. 
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